
New Mexico Quarterly

Volume 2 | Issue 3 Article 1

1932

Full Issue
University of New Mexico Press

Follow this and additional works at: https://digitalrepository.unm.edu/nmq

This Full Issue is brought to you for free and open access by the University of New Mexico Press at UNM Digital Repository. It has been accepted for
inclusion in New Mexico Quarterly by an authorized editor of UNM Digital Repository. For more information, please contact disc@unm.edu.

Recommended Citation
University of New Mexico Press. "Full Issue." New Mexico Quarterly 2, 3 (1932). https://digitalrepository.unm.edu/nmq/vol2/iss3/1

https://digitalrepository.unm.edu/nmq?utm_source=digitalrepository.unm.edu%2Fnmq%2Fvol2%2Fiss3%2F1&utm_medium=PDF&utm_campaign=PDFCoverPages
https://digitalrepository.unm.edu/nmq/vol2?utm_source=digitalrepository.unm.edu%2Fnmq%2Fvol2%2Fiss3%2F1&utm_medium=PDF&utm_campaign=PDFCoverPages
https://digitalrepository.unm.edu/nmq/vol2/iss3?utm_source=digitalrepository.unm.edu%2Fnmq%2Fvol2%2Fiss3%2F1&utm_medium=PDF&utm_campaign=PDFCoverPages
https://digitalrepository.unm.edu/nmq/vol2/iss3/1?utm_source=digitalrepository.unm.edu%2Fnmq%2Fvol2%2Fiss3%2F1&utm_medium=PDF&utm_campaign=PDFCoverPages
https://digitalrepository.unm.edu/nmq?utm_source=digitalrepository.unm.edu%2Fnmq%2Fvol2%2Fiss3%2F1&utm_medium=PDF&utm_campaign=PDFCoverPages
https://digitalrepository.unm.edu/nmq/vol2/iss3/1?utm_source=digitalrepository.unm.edu%2Fnmq%2Fvol2%2Fiss3%2F1&utm_medium=PDF&utm_campaign=PDFCoverPages
mailto:disc@unm.edu


~-,~"",:~,~ ,i;
,.,,::; .',,>

, i

I

" .

." .,·'Ii'
.........~~ii.....tJ"-u~.-.:: ...-;:::--tJl_..o::-.tn_""..;..t'n-t:"""""(l;~.....,~~~~;0

:m.'-f..l:\,,' '' . "Iii" 'l;.Lne tii,n~l,': 'it,

7\Te·'w· . lIjt·e··'.;··v 1-'£""" n.·.,:11 . "r1 V l 1''''.1', 'A.. ''-' '"-' 1\:' , .. >,r

~uar~erly ., \: .1
;ti . n ','
if ~'.

~;
q'.r .i._~

~ ,1':
'r!l
L-
i&'
l.r:.
1"ly·
~" '.

w ~". ~

FRA~~:::ATE t
YOUNG 'WRITER IN ~ NEW _OOUNTRY ,1.···'

, IOS~ GARClAi VJLLA ' . L
THE COMMERCIALIZATION OF THE ARrt'S ,.~-

DAVID NEUJlIANN ~"

LA' BRUJA(A STORY) ~ ,
UJLITAPoOLEB II

NEW MExt~ANA ' j.:,

PuPLO F(lL~ TALES :, '.{';

,~POETBjY , .~~,:.,.,',.',' 1.:,'.,·•.·.'·..'.·,
By WIT'l'ER BYNm;a, Ja,ENB '.SIP,NELDA SEWELL t' "

,SOUTBWESTEaN!WQBD BOX' I\l~' ·~.I':
~#JllYju;:ws ;, " <to'

i1E19S: ] ~O"~, ['.' ~~Sl\
...._<'''''''''.'i~_~_~ __l---~~~,,~~;

1

: Full Issue

Published by UNM Digital Repository, 1932



I •

• - J I/o

\

f

.~ .

tents
\

Introd~~ed .

i
~ .
~. "
t

~

~ ";

I

~,. :; .

q

~
r
j
i
I

. ,

ox

I
I
I

I

,.

The Southwester~ Wo

Smoke Talk .

f

Table of C
'\, j '.

Observing an, Old~ustom. Author'to b;

Frank Applegate. "Mary Austin ;.

. ~ ~
Pueblo Folk-Tales . j •

-Whythe Ra.bbit's Tail is Short. Joe}A. pedro (Laguna) .
Why Deer are Afraid of the Wolve I Teofila Lucero (Taos)- ,-
The Hunter Girl and the Giantess:., iluan Aragon (Laguna)

,,. .~ .
1
,

!
Book Reviews . L.. .

Native Tales o/New Mexico. ort 1.Niners : the Chrd:nicle
0/ the CalifOrnia Trail. EdenT

THE NEW MEXICO .QUARTERLY Authors 1, '.

·ADVISORY ED, ORS
A. M. ESPINOS.,., Staniford University; HOM , P. PICKRELL, Albuquerque;
SHAFFER, Albuquerque;l-A. A. SEDILLO, Albuqu' ue; E. DANA JOHNSON, San

, • PAUL A. F. WALTER,~anta Fe.
: :;;._.______ __ _. . __ ~ ! - - - - ~ __ . - __. \ '.-0-

VOL. II AUGUST, 1 2

, ~ 'j.

THE NEW MEXIC. QUARTERLY
.11 ·

Published by the University of New Mexico in 7ebl'Ual'Y, May, August, and Nov . ber.
Entered as second-clas~. matter Febrl1ary 6, 1 'I~. 1, at. tpe I!.os.t office at· Albuqu rque,

. • ~ew ,Mexico, under the Ac 1of March 3, 1879.
I ••

l. . l' EDITORIAL' ARD ,
Ii 1 '

DB. J. F. ZIMMERMAN I' DR. JOHN ,D. LARK DR. GEORGE St.
PROF. J. }V. DIEFENDORF' • PROF. F. M. DENTON ,I""

PAUL fALTER, JR., Edit01'" of 1 iversity PubZica.twtU
, DR. T. M. P 'ReE

New Mexican Blue-Bird. POf}m. Witte 'Bynner

Young Writer in a New Country. Jose' :arcia Villa- ',
The Garden. April. Two Poems. Iren; Fi$her •

The Commercialization of the Arts. Da "d L. Neumann
I

Pueblo Sketches. Th1'ee Poems. Nelda ,~well
j

L~ Bruja. A Story. Lolita Pooler ;

New Mexicana

i

l
I
I'
I
I ;

j'

,
I ~
,
~
i
~
! ~'

I
I
I '
i
I
~

i ,
~

I iII
i

L,
~

I
~
~
ill

2

New Mexico Quarterly, Vol. 2 [1932], Iss. 3, Art. 1

https://digitalrepository.unm.edu/nmq/vol2/iss3/1



I ,/-~ IfL '" ;1
I !~

; ~~ I~" tI \, -,
l ~

"Ob~rving an Old, Custom .j'
W ITH this issue' of THE NEW'ME:X;ICO QUARTERLY, an ,1~

'and -venerat~d tradition among periodicals is to be +r ..
served.. THE 'Q~ARTERLY acquires. an ed~tor. When yif
read this, he WIll have been ~hrilstened and named an'
VOW~9 tofuture performance by his sponsors (the membe:~J
of tIle Editorial Board and the Manager of the New Mexi p .
Press.) Like any 'beginner in a new faith, pis enthusias 1

: "

for the cause is matched only:£by his pipe-dr~ams of w~ .
THE' QUARTERLY should,be. Of that he wishes' to speak. iii

. The time is not appropriate for a survey of THE QuA{t
TERLY'S past. We rese:r:-ve that until with the February iss,p
we celebrate our second birthday (or having comPle.ted o~...r.[
second year do we celebrate our third birthday?) No m ;;
ter! _We are growing old, and ther.e are tradition's behind :
of QUARTERLIES .measuring .high in essays, poetry, ~storieh,

.. critical articles of esteem in the fields of art, letters~ eduJ
. ton, and ~~ience. To this comprehensive order 'of interes+

we mean to adhere. Our future ,plans (which we mean ~b
reveal) are concerned with ways to add to the interests J~
the magazine and. means to deepen the enthusiasm of coJL
tributors and readers,by making articulate the opinio'
about the magazine and the conversation which it shoul:

! . . n.

, provoke. 'it

r .~; We therefore introd~ce to t:ti~ gr~wing circle 9f Qu .

TERLY readers "Smoke'Talk," a.cor.n.er .of the magazine ~11.:
, served for the talk which d,evelops about THE QpARTERL, .

from a good smoke together. Smoking and conversatio ,I '

with it' ha~ the merit of undisputedt.Americanism to b~gi~' ·ff

.with and of univers.ality in ourpres~ntday !?esides. Eve1J1r
one likes to be smoked. at, and, frequently after' a go:
smoke, important facts are smoked Qutof hiding. "I Even th
small talk is pleasant, becaJIse it is ordinarily gJnerou,

/ keen, but not controver~ial,a plea~nt fl(}w of words in th;
fragrant ,fog spiraling 'from cigarette~ or bi1l9wing fro:
cigars. We have had to seek'.for the "Smoke Talk" thi]

. . ~
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time, by requesting people to write down.. at we had lis­
tened to them saying about the contents of E QUAiTE.RLY.
We know that the invitation which we ex nd now 1to our
readers to smoke us over will supply us wit the I"Ta~k" for
the future. .

While introductions are of the moment, few.pr fatory

Box." In one of the pr~nt writer's unwri ten arti les·he
intends to say that there is no more atithe tic test of re~

gional literature than dialect or distinguishing locali ms in \,
speech. The literature of the Southwest, m e in the image
of the life of. the Southwest, rings true in a . istinctire lan­
guage. The baekground of trapper, trader, rospecoor, the
far and near. present of vaquero, cowpunc er,and{bush­
whacker, sod-bmster, an.d hoe-man, the pre~nt and tuture
dude-wrangler and chaser provide voc.abular es typi4I and

-descriptive of tliese vocations. Lists of th e wor' will
~ppear in thiS. section and corrections and s PPlemerts to
the lists will be gladly received. .

I

Material will be welcomed for a third s tion foJ1mally
introduced at this time: "New MexicaIia.' With Iopen
acknowledgment to a ~eat contemporary jo nal,' and per­
haps w·ith some' risk of misinterpretation ·th eby, wJ ven­
ture to furnish interesting comments about testate ~ken
from I past or present New Mexican commenta rs. Our aim
is not sa~iricalor caustic. ·We seek to present he pan~rama

of provin~e, territory, and state in the terms and colqrs of
those who have seen it before their eyes. We ould like, es-

. • 1

pecially, unpublished material ~vailable in co esponqence,
journals, diaries. Through this' section, we ope to Imeet
some of the old-time little known personalities of the ~uth­
west who have pictured the life around them imore 1 ting

"I

ways than camera or moving film. .
The editorh~ .yet to introduce himself. \ But hJving

postponed the introdu~tion so long, he is now n old frjiend.·
-He is ready to say goodbye and to wish you w II. "Saludy
adios." , !

fo ~ l I
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Frank App egate

By MARY

T. ,HE publication of !ran~ A l~gate's last b09k,Nativ~
Tales of New Mexwo, bnngs m backto us as we k~e'f,

him, kindly, humorous, keeIh obser ant, and. with the subtl~'

feeling for folk-~ays which more han any other trait di~­

tinguislied him. And with it all the penetratingly simpl~

quality of creativeness which wa the least appreciated 0'
his personal ~haracteristics. It as a~l these things whic~

drew me to mm when in 1923 I ecame his neighbor in o~
of his little 110uses".i)n" the Cami <> M~mte Sol, at Santa FE*
all these and in 'addition his, satisfying ...neighborlines~.
There was a sYmpathy between us which had its root in ~

common derivationfrqm rural .. llinois and a not' too unlik~ •
past. Through incidents of 0 r common youth and th~

I shared pioneer. history we bega to kno~ each other, and ~~
was but a step from; that to e sharing of our 'common
appreciations of ,the *ew Mexi an life "towhich he had sp
newly come. He drew freely 0 my greater factual int~r

macy with that life, alild I was he ped in\my,interpretatio,*
. of it by the communaljty of our approach. ,.' ~

Mr. Applegate's earliest point of contact with the Wes~ ,!I .

Was Indian pottery, which he arnivedat through' his expe~
. • ... Ii

knowledge of ceramic~, and hjs· recent teaching experienc,
at the pottery works of Trenton, New Jersey. He had als/!}
a' native feeling for :design, and a sculptor's experienc~
which led him very quickly to an' interest in the Spanisl '

, - _. Q ,; I

bultos. Our first conference on the subject ha:d1to do wit~ ,
a carved figure of Out Lady of Innocence, WhIch I,had rer
cerltly secured from a:'morada at Abiq:uiu, which had bee,
repainted with crude:colors of house paint, which. Fra~f I
undertook to show me! how to remove" thus uncoverIng th~

delicate workmanship: underneath. - So we began -to b~
Interested in the whol~question of the technique of the NeJ :.

. Mexican images which he began to collect~ Through thi~

~ 'i [ 213} '\. . 1II'

!
Ii
~
~:,
::

, .

5

: Full Issue

Published by UNM Digital Repository, 1932



214] The NEW ME X I C <> Q U A-R T E R i
~------~ , ---- - - ------- - - - -- _u --- ~- l.-

we rapidly grew interested in all the old and a most disha­
bilitated arts of .New Mexico, touched with a r<:>found! re-' .
gret for their disappearan~e. In collecting old p ~ces, Fr~nk

had often recou:vse to natIve workmen for rep Irs, an~ by
this means we came to realize that the capaci for hand- .
craft, of a fine and satisfying quality, though overlai~ hy I

modern American neglect, had not completely d' sintegrated. I

We began to discuss the possibility of revi"ing i~. f . • i
At that time I was extremely ill and not a Ie to un1er­

take an adventuI'le of that dimension.. But. I W! In nee1 of
some sort of going interest, if I was- to re~ve , and al~o I
felt that if we succeeded in getting such a move ,ent started;
friends of mine, In case of ~y death, wo.uld be .1 terested in
carrying it on. So I secured financial backi g from my
friend, Mrs. Elon Hooker, and at a.meeting at e home of
Miss Manderfield (one of the Oteros) a societ for the r~

vivalof Spanish Colonial Arts was launched.' e hung up
for some time over the name, but 1 had alread been hard
pressed for a phrase by which· to describe the escendants
of the Spanish Colonists, other -than the misl ding term
"Mexicans" and had already begun. to write of them' as
Spanish Colonials. I remember insisting to D na Johnson
that the term was in public use, though I wa myself the.,.
only person who had used it, and to my relief e took it up
and began to popularize it. Spanish Colonial became a
recognized subject of interested comment in th press.

We began that year holding a prize compe ition at the
time of the Fiesta, a.lthooghwe actually knew of but one
person who could'be counted on for contribution. This was
Celso Gallegos, the wood carver of Agua Fri . Actually
we had but fifteen entries that year, bl.!t we s d Gallegos'
carvings so liberally that we wei-e able to turn ver to him
the sum of $60. Frank too!r it to him in round si ver dollars,
and the old man was so overcome that he wept nd tried to.
kiss Frank, which, in view of Frank's great len h of li.mb,
was not easily managed. We had, however, m de a begin­
~ing, which we have improved upon fram yea 'to year, so

,

. '
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that the exhibition of'Native Spanish Col6nial Arts is 'noy ,
a recognized feature 0+ .-the Fiesta. e had help fro~ the
rest of the community, but so long as h lived, Frank catrieh
the burden of judgmen~ and directive ~riticism. Very I~rlf

. we arrived at the -necessity for a,permaj:nentc ection of the
best examples' of the ol«jl work, and, a~ lwe had he meahs, tb
collect them :;tnd place ithem on exhib~ltion .' the rooms <f

. the Historical Society~n the Old Pal~e ur earliest i~t-
portant piece was the aftar ana rere ' , fr m the old churc~

at Llano, ne~r Taos. F:rank was noti:fi~th t it was for sal~t I

and went up'immediately, arriving a little I advance of th~ ~I
curio dealers, and secured.it for $500. r: people begaj)i ~!
to contribute i~ms. W.e were especi4Uy in e ted to Mis., I
.Mary Wheelwr~ght. , . ~ , . J

Our next Important purchase w~ the Sanctuarlo at,
,Chimayo, This interesting old fami1Y'~pel of the ChaVE'$,,'.· i

family was now 'reduced to the ownersfip' of three member~ I,
of that family, and suddenly ~t ~as a+ounced that option, I
had b.eep .given on the beautifui decoratjions and furnishings~
to curio dealers, who proposed to dlsm?-ntle~it. fwas aw~
at the time, lecturing a~ Yale Universlty, but .Frank wro •
me promptly, and I was able to find .~ CatholIc benefacto "
who made possible the purchase of the~~buildingand its coni­
tent, to be held in trust by the Church ~or worship and ~s al
religious museum, intact~ and no alter~tions to be.mad~ i~
it without our consent. At the ceremoby of reconsecrationit
Frank arid I felt very close to e~hJ,ther. By this tiine~
Frank's own collection of bultos, sant,ps and old furniture!
had grown to consi,derable importance f) so that '!e began tot
cast about i~ our !llipds for. a way ofl!establishing at lea,s~.
some memorial of It. It was when we dame back from Sanc-~~
tuario that we d~finiU;IY decid~ on a ~uch discussed proj_i
ect of writing .8. book descriptiv~ly acc&unting for the Span-"

. ish Arts in New Mexico, copiously ilJJ.strated. I
, " By this time Frank had begun ~ my advice to write.:I·

His first venture was the transcribi g;i f plany amusing in-;
cidents which he had :happened upon i' his study o{Indianf

• 'i·

t
~

:1
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. ,-
arts. He did not use th~ conventional story fo , nor did I
insist upon it. What I saw was~thathehad hap eJ\ed upon
an explicitly folk form, which I encouraged him preserve.
The success of his first collection" which was pu Iished in a
volume,as Indian Tales from t~ Pueblos, was s g-ratifying
that it led him to project another volume whic should. in­
clude all three of the natiVe cultures of New' Mex co: Indian,
Spanish, and Anglo. He worked slowlY,and he was ~t the
same time much occupied in pushing the work of the SocietY
for the Revival of Spanish Colonial Arts. We h d opened a
shop for the sale of work and had been asked t co-operate
with the Normal School at El Rito in ,reintrod cing these
arts into their manual training department. e -began to
collect photographs of the best examples., haVing n mind our
book. Fran;k had also taken an acute 'interes in nati;ve.
archit~cture, especially in the details of interior decoration.
I suggested that he might make another book of is' findings
in that field, and finally that he should inclu e in it the

_whole history of the Hous~, as it had evolved in ew Mexico.
Every phase of house building had been repres nted there,
from the grass lined pits of the Basket Makers I the many':'
storied Pueblo, and has never been completel~ erased. I
was so much interested in tpis' business that I 'frote an in..
troduction to the projected History of the House, to serve
as a marker along that ~~ail. With all this gOingtn, nothing
got ahead very, rapidly; especially as the work at EI Rito
took up a great deal of time. But I continued t press for­
ward with the book on Spamsh Arts, and had m de arrange..
ments for having it suitably published.~

Always I have been gifted-or I?lagued-'b a kind of
fore-knowing which makes me vaguely aware 0 the future
'progress of events, apd along in the Fall of 1~3 I began.to '
be distressed with the presentiment that something was to

I

intervene in the work of that book. So I insisted on Frank's
1

committing to paper all that he had learned abdut the tech-
nique of the Spanish artS.. I did not iinagine tHat anything
would happen to Frank, who was apparently so hale and

8
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,strong; I thought it much more likely; hat it would happen~
to me. I wanted to ~e sure that he g: t his knowledge into [

{' proper'shape before dt happened; an I was so certain of I
disaster that when h~ drove nte to th; train for my usual I I
trip East, I bant~le~ him to kiss me 19ood by, thinking i~!
,would be a comfort t6 him ..to :ecal.l i lif anything ~id h~p-l
.~:~~:It h~ppened to Frank, In hIS I· dden death In, Feb-I

Thus I was left with the complet ' notes of his ,part of i

the Book on Spanish Arts, and' alSO'£;:ith the incompleted I.
rna,,nuscript of his Nat,ive Tales and th ;outlines of the Story ,.
of the House. r meant, of course, to nish the book on the i
arts as soon.as I ha? finished my au

l
,biography, w?ich 1,1

was then at work up~:m, but unfortun tely the finanCIal de- !­

pression so altered thr publtsher's pIa 1 that it has been im- J
possible to do anythilf about it to dat : But I could and did ~
finish theN~tive Ta¥s. We had wo~ed together so long 'l~ I

and 'so completely in ~ach othe]''conflbtlence, with such free
interchanges of mat,er"ial that I, id n?t find it at all difficult .1
to do. In a way it w~s, for the th!f i 1terval I was occupied : '
with it, a restoratio1 of 'my f end Ime; .it reassured me ',i
that when I do take~ ..the work in t : Spanish Arts, I:will ~I
not lack his co-opera~tneed. I sh ., I also probably write !,

I ""at the least a'sketch pf what he mean ; to do with the Story :
of the House. I: 'I. . ,:

Nothing, however, restores his q 'ck, intelligent help in !
" !' , j , r

the actual conduct on the 'work otthel.'ociety. Nobody SliP.-· t,

plies his rare,: hi,S 11*,pr~"e~ented, grf ifor the, .essenti~ls .df ~j/
.' folk art and for th~!han~hng of folk; Nobody ha:s hIS In- i I

i~itable- faculty of qomradeship. W :en one thinks of the d 'I

varied personalities rho ~alIe up thejentity which is Santa ';J

Fe, no one, it appear~, coqld be less ea~ly spared than Frank '.
Applegate. His death rehlains one 0 jthose'inexplicable in_I,
cideRts that take' onl the Iaspect of t ~ most regrettable of ,ll,l

accidents, not meant, but inevitable. f ,,'

Realizing that he w~uld have w ~hed his collection of ,f
Santos and bultos t9 remain here i~ fanta'Fe, the society I'

, 'I· ;

II __ """ \ Iw
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218 ] The NEW M E X leo QUA R T E R L Y

selected forty-five of the best pieces and purchased them
from the estate, to constitute the Frank Applegate Memorial
Collection. They have recently been placed on exhibition in
the rooms of the Historical Society. The money is still
largely to collect, but it is believed that it" will not be refused
by the people who knew him and the service he gave to the
state in preserving the examples of its early art. It is more
than fitting that they should remain here, associated with .

.his name and prolonging the memory of his warm and bril.;.
liant personality. .

I .

10

New Mexico Quarterly, Vol. 2 [1932], Iss. 3, Art. 1

https://digitalrepository.unm.edu/nmq/vol2/iss3/1



\

i
i'

i
,I •

~
i

I
i

I
i

• I

, I I
, ! !

! !
,~ ~ J

'N E W !M EX Ie AN B, E - B I R D [21 ~'T----··-,-. c Ir-----·-}-- I
, ! .;. (I '/.

: tIl" J

. I , { r · .i

ij, l
I '. I 1 ~
f. .' j - II

Nf'W MeXican, ill,' e-birdl
' By WITTER By Ii 'ER "'II

o blue-bir.d, IM.ding on and 0 j , ,I
To another fe!nce-post, luring '. aside I
Past my own Ifences to obl~vio ;, I ' -. 1
In yours, where are we gOIng ,bJrough the wIde "!i
Small.paih wk ch~e ,to~e 0t fhance to follow- I,

You lIghtly BPttenng to gI~e lo~r mate ".' ' i.

~~:~rr.:rra1~s::";~~~~~'a~ow,,' : I
On eve1'Y.~::1:rgroUnd ~:r~i as tread? - , I
Where are ,w going throu ~ afternoon. il..

Ii ' t,. it'

As ankles t04 must be'and wi ,',g too soon? , . t
One fence-post at a time sUfficds you. . . .~
Ankles be light agaIn, as Win?t~re blue! t'
'I ~) ~ \ J'
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"young Writer in a New Country
By JOSE GARCIA VILLA

I N THE homeland ... I was young. I wap.der to the rocks
on the beach and pass my hands through my hair. It

is so soothing. Like the touch of a woman whom you love
but have never·seen. I lif~ my face to the moon and wish I
were naked that I should see how the silver of its rays would
melt against my form. It may be that at these times I am
mad, but my being is infinitely happy, infinitely tender. If
suddenly the moon should hide, I would lie on the sand and
wait and wait. I am in love. I would creep and crawl and
bruise my flesh to find my love . . .

What I am trying to s~y is that in the homeland I was
young. I love you, said she. I love you. I love you.

She is the young moon, the young swan, the young
doe.. " "

... You are very young, .said my father to me. What he
meant was: I will come in between.

He was my father and he was,strong. \Not physically,
I mean, for he was thin., But he was stFong. Someday
when lam a father, too" I will never be like him. I will
never say to my son, you are v~ry young, if I meant, I will

" come in between.
Sne said she loved ~e. She said she'd wait. Do not be

long in America, she said.

$ ,

And America . . . In New Mexico the winds blowing,
carrying sand. Here my first home in the new land ... here
my first friend the other side of the ocean ...

Here Aurora and Georgia. Here JOe and Wiley-Jack,
Rey and Louise.

And all the time the sands of New M~xico, windscat­
tered, windloved.

At night, in the new country, I would say to myself:
America, America. I lie in bed quietly, trying to think what

[220 ]
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it really meanJ. A wind blow~~~ough the open ~; ~~. t
and makeJ me 1hiver. America Nc«j)ld, for the'momen ~~ hat .!

is my thought. i In the homelan1-"-never any snow. In the t·,
h.omeland, greE1.nness. 0 green, ~'.'O t.armth, 0 b~mb~~un- 1-.'

forgQtten ~ . '. l . '. I!". I . l
In Amench. It IS cold. But ~rnest, my roommate, oes I

I ' i' I ' 'I,

not find i.t,SO' He haSJ.ived in AJjteri~aall his life.. He~1aY.s '.1..
the trom?one. "He likes to play ,he ~rombone. Americ. has t
tau~ht hIm to play the trombon;. fhat a strange tr .n qf ,,'rr:1
thoughts. ErIfest.. Ame~ca. ,rrOtbone. I _ i 1\
, What I want to say IS tha~ I c uld not make out any- n

thing: I lay i~ bed: wa~ting sl.+p I' com.e, b~t all ~4e timel r,-'
my hps keptIsayIng: Amen~a, jAmerlca-fondhnl the 1

:o~~~~.i;:::F~.knOW whati y teant
. Butn~thin: got,

,But' about Father-it w~ clJar, it W~ry . ear. I
When he said ~o ,me, You are 'try '~oung, I knew wh t he 'i
meant. I kne'r why he chose thosej words. They are ~ery ~
good words a~.,d' if I were mY1.i R.. therand I wanted a.c~ I I

like he did, I "1<>uld have used t", r,-safe words: You a "Ill
young . . . ! r I I,

Y~u~~, f the ~omeland ;' I young, but my f ~er i
was a bar wher he saId, You ar, very young. I q

Sh~ diid~nrt lie but in ~he e+d s~e became/a' Iia~. I 'at - i
I mean IS thatJWhen s,he saId, I l>Y,e'you, she meant It, I v,ery I
word of it, but Time changed hler. . I . '? ~

, She cOUl~ have ,writte)l: I~ warlt to be free. Yo are ~"
free and I am~free . . . . II I'!

That would have been very.~leasy to understand. l'
I' , . .' ·1 1

But Tim~ that hurts als~ ~ o~s how to heal. a~id;'~
first friend in! the white land.' Da~id who was poor who. ,1
wore ,slovenly! clothes, whose yes ,1were sO'ft. Of 'n ghts, I .
walking on th~ stree~, reciti~g jPoetty . .. . ' ' I i
, This ~s al~ very clear. I h Fe asked Amer!ca, the oU,n- 'l
'try AmerIca: ;Why don't you ~ake more DavIds? I 's~~d I

I ~;
,~ ~

i r
~ '. J

!' ~
:1 ~
~ ~
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~he question beclllUse it w~s 'the o.nl; W~yCexpress filyself.
He was not a liar and he could never end ~oliar: David....
Do you get what I mean? I' . .

But I know: Davids die poor. Ev,n in my country
Davids are not many. Civilization does ot want Davids:
You got no speed, David. You must be Ie. t behind...

. Do you -.see America getting cle&rer n my mind? Do
you see myself getting articulate, gettin vaice? Little by'
little calm comes to my mind. Little b little comes my
white birth ... a white cool birth in a ne land.

!'
I
]

1

i
'1
i

II

I
, I

It was then that my stories were ,bo . Of the home­
land and the new land. So~e of you may ave read them ... ','
they were cool, afire with coolth. .

i, father of tales. Fathering tales I became rooted to
the ;new land. I became lover to the de. ert. Three tales
had healed me.

And now I am in New York. I
Before thatChi~ago, Milwaukee, W hington..: but

now New York.
In the daytim~ movement and' in th nighttime move-

ment. And, Lord, I am tIred . . . _
What I am trying to say is that 1. I ft the desert, the

desert of my white birth ... and now I VI nt to return to it.
I want it to enfold m,e co~pletely, I will surrender, I will
never leave it.

But in the h(j)meland, there I was young ...
Do you get what -I am driving you ~' see? I am cry­

ing for the desert, for the peace of the des rt.
Will the native land, forgive? Betwe n your peace and

the peace ofa strange ~araway de~ert-retweenyour two ,
peaces . . . .

o tell softly, softly. Forgive spftly. "

}
I·
I
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In your hidden, gar en
Blue delphiniums g';ow ifI;

And white phlox lk i stateliness
Row on row. . i

Sudden call of cOI~J.
Breathless blue anf:hi
Into my dark sorro' ca e
Flame-clear light.

\ .
In my !inner garde~ -

own through all 1jJle years
I s ~ ee your fa<i, sometimes
Through my tears.l I,

Maybe I'll cry
Or perhaps sigh
That we should be gether.

I shall sing
Of many a thing
In this April weath .

If I should say;
That's just my way]
Poor man, how it w 1uld grieve you!
~l

Maybe I'll not
·Care even a jot
If I should never

\

'I
i

j

~ .
l ,.' .

" .jl ' .
THE GARDE -lAPRIL'

~1 !
----- -- --- -. -.-----------------.- ---- ------. -. -t--. -- -_.-- ------
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The Commercialization of t e Arts
By DAVID L. NEUMANN

GENIUS is able to produce 'itS best Ihtm -",orking for
money. W.([)rking for money is a Jrivilege implying

that the purchaser values the work suffiCliently to be willing
to give for it pra.ises more solid than theJ. most enthusiasti..C
critic. Some of the greatest artistic wotks were ,produced
in periods of very highly developed com1nercialization. At ­
these times the greatest artists were atp~ce business men
and the heads of organized functioning places of business.
Orders for work they accepted as any n accepts a piece
of business. Their genius, instead of bing adversely af­
fected by their business circumstances, as triumphantly,
demonstrably, stimulated by the exact ons of their cus­
tomers. All the world today acknowledges t~eir creatiolils
as those of genilus. Then, as now, lesslr men prostituted
their art to please their patrons. GOOd artists' works, in­
stead Qf suffering from limitations impos .d by the ,contrfl,cts
they fulfilled were strengthefted thereby.I .A man might be
at once conscious of executing a <Vorl< ijlat met a need of
his customer and yet expressed the best that he had within
him artistically.. ' Today one hears onlyl disparagement of
the artist who commercializes his work. lrt is currently held
that the best creative artistic product re~lts.onlY from un­
trammeled' effort out of relation to comm cial demand.

It is our view that the professio~al. always exceptilllg
the occasional gifted a~ateur, has ~lwayf3, and ~iIl always,
produce the best work In -any field. The profeSSIonal knows
the demands of his business as a mattet of course and of
necessity. He understan~sit as only one who lives by it can
understand it. To him it is noindulgen e or avocation, no
plaything or intellectual ~ivertisement, b t a necessary day
by day pursuit, and while his view of is art may suffer
from a lack of perspective, it gains by tlis very lack. The
zealot and devotee in any field may thro\ sophistfcation alild

[ 224 ] --
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I
urbanity aside :and openly ack ~wledge his ingenious I rus- < I
ticity. It is not given to the so . isticate to be possess d of t
creative genius: In genius therelis always naiv.ete.W cast· I

·out then the dilettante and the dtbbler, no ma~r how eat i
his talent may be, and. confine oJrselves to the professi naI. l

·Arbitrarily and for the sake OJ simplicity we aiso co~ fine J.~l'
ourselves. to the business of ;oiljpainting, letting the s tua- ~

tion of the painter stand for th't of any of the worke s in .r, ~a

the ~rts, 'although we grant tha 'j it is not strictly anal o11s '
in each case, particularly in the~eof architecture. A chi~ I.

< •

tecture today in America is in any wars in far ha ier I
circumstances tha~ painting, b .', use it ha's been stIrn ~ ted ' I

< J
by a large and active demand f ,building., Painting is ur- ~ ·

, rently trammelled by the reIat' f~ly modern doctrin~ 0 the' ~ ~
. artist as a free spirit, free fr rf outside dictation an too ,
often free of commissions as w l~l. ' J

Today the architect is a busf ess man. More than 1 ely ~

his office is one' inwfllch many :Ierks and strict1y bus ess J

employees are kept busy. He < ~ as much concerned itb, '"
the details of contract law and 1e~ financing of the b ild- f
ings he designs as with the de)gn itself.. He has i his II

, office experts on many matters, lfrom specification w ers 1<

who investigate and purchase th i various materials th go L

into the building and make it t .eir work to keep in t uch !
with manufacturers of buildin j materials and to b I in- j.,
formed on what the market oire s, to engineers, frequ tly i"l.

second in imporlance in the fir I to the architect hi Ielf: g

who are concerned 'with struct :al prob~ems. .In 'the, ec- I
tion of a mode1"J1 building, the p '~jectrequires the co-o ra- I
tion of a large nllmber of specrl ~ontractors and a < ige j
range of expert knowledge whia,p begins in the office f a ~

· bank and progresses through tle plants of the man I
turers of building materials, thlUgh the various ()rga f
tions of the numerous special co lractors, and is only e de<! 1
, r: < • ':

when the completed design has t:e approval of the 'arch ct i

in all of its ~spects, and when pi ments have been mad .~
his approval to the parties .and 'rms which have com ·f

!.' I ~
1 'I

ij,
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gether to erect it. This complex- busin ss and technical or­
ganization does not limit the artistic f ~dom of the archi~
tect himself. On the contrary, it relie es h,im of' an enor-,
mous, an overwhelming mass of minuti ,e, and releases him
so t,hat he is the bett:er able to consider ~.s artistic prOble,ms
as such. Yet nothIng so clearly mar' s the problem the
architect faces as the fact that in all d ils his own inten­
tions and artistic conceptions. are ri dly limited by th~

nature of the project. By its purpose, he shape of the lot,
the financial limits of the owner, the uilding code of the
locality, and most pointedlj by the taste of the owner in all
details, from the ornamentation· to th selection of mate­
rials" the artist's concept is framed.' f course, today in
the building of large buildings the own r, having employed
an architect in whom he has confidenc , is not .apt to dic...

. tate the details, as these are too many a d not in his imme­
diate experience, nor for that matter i the immediate ex­
perience of anyone individual. Out of his complex and in
many yespects rigid system, have cOIlle ~me of the wodd's
masterpieces of 'architecture, and at lea t one fundamental ­
and revolutionary building principle- he steel cage con­
struction. One hears no complaint that artistically, archi"'T
tects are prostituting, themselves beca se they quild for
money and accept commercial transacti ns as the basis I of
their art. These comments would eva rate of their own
demonstrable invaIiditY~ The one and si pIe answer is t16t
good artists, working as architects~ are day,. in the milieu,
suggested above, producing firSt rate artistic creations.
How is it that the same atmosphere iss id to be so fatal ~
the painter? Is his genius so fragile hat he cannot do
business and retain his respect as a cr tive worker, or is,
'there some fundamental difference\betwe n oil painting and:
the art of building? There are many si ificant differences,:
but no fundamental one..Failure t9 re ognize this allows:
the paradoxical reconciliation of the wo attitudes, one'!
tacitly acknowledged, that is, that arch tects can do the,ir
best'artistically when engaged in a: com' ercial transacti(])n,:

18
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and the other, ~lf~rOUS1Y'inSiSte~'~pon, that pai:"'ters, 'I n- I
not. ~ilP~rs today are overw: elmed because they ~ st ~I'

the materIals, finanCIer, office gIr,' ,and all 01' the count· ss i
other functionaries whose skin t yabhor and whose f ~ I·
'tions they assume in an effort ~ get away from com r-i
cialization. They succeed, in doint.just the reverse and. reOj
swamped by all of the little insi~ifica.nces that th.e ar .~-J.:
tect, on a strictly cOlIUUercial b8f,3is, has taken' care of l~! I
others·b~cause.they do not rightl~have a~ything to ~do I th I
his art. By being a business maIl he. releases himself f m l

business. The oil p~i~ter, in ~s m~s.takena~ho:en~e.of b . s~-i
ness, has swamped hImself WIth ,11 of, the InSIgnIficant e-I
tails from which business organi~rtion, frank and syste a-ol
tized, would release him. Had h~ ~once more, as he ha I in I
rennaissance' Italy, his elaborate pusiness organization, 'sI
helpers, his color, grinders, his 'rowners" with their· fi:!.

. n', j

nitely shaped requirements, he w~ld, ~s pe seems to fee, hel
would not, be released from the eonditions which make oilI
paintingct~day ~~erything that it ~hould not be. His ge '~sl
as a ~reat1ve artIst ~ould be rele~ed, ~n~ he would fi~d IS~

happIness where Anstotle long aJo. pOInted Rut tha-t It y,l.
in "proper functioning." IJ . '. 1

It would confuse our :earch ~I we began by uphol nJ·
the brief that, to flourish, art m'ust be functional. In 'r~
preting "functi~al" in the broafest and most liberal os~
sible sense we---- u~t let our sea~~ ~egjn with tl?s pre s.ei
And at once we dIscover the keYlto the great differenc 1~
.the present sitqation of tJ1e oil 'fainter and th~ archi ct
Unfortunately lor painting, there, is no market today 0

a fraction of tpe paintings that ate being made. Oil pa tJ·
ers have come to regard' it as a s~red thing that 'they ri'"
with no regard for the ,future u~e to which their prct .
shall be put, making their gre~~. defect their great b 1~. _
cry. "Disinterested" painters~ind one of the school- 0t
~roblem of t~e toot~ache diSSOCiated from thetootp. " ist

:1 ' ·1 .r .

J.
I
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interested:' painters indeed! What we, ha e need of is inter-.
_ested painters, painters who have some w sh to relate what
they do to the artistic needs of the time, a d if there is room
for only a small part of the painters' work when it is related
to our artistic needs, let the 'rest stop iPa:in ing and the bene-
fit will be general. - .

The whole 4uestion is inextricably tie up with tpe per­
verted but very. real concept of "Bohe ianism." Where
once it was true that artists were tempe tuous fellows be­
cause their' natures were tempestuous, it s now apparently. ,
assumed that one has but to lead a te, .estuous life, act
eccentrically, openly h:l.ment the current conventionalities,
a:dopt a bizarre credo no matter what, and one is, ipso facto, I '

an artist r This tendency to the bizarre'i conduct seems to
,~ -'"

have become inculcated further into canva. If one is a con-
ve~tional work.~r o~ is someti~~sl~sstha* if. one is bizarr.e.
PaInters seem to strIve for strIkIng effect., They elaborate
on aesthetics, they arrogate to themselv s the function of
c:citicism and within themseives feel that 0 one but a prac­
ticing painter should yenture to· criticiz their paintings.
They beCome rational and will not ackn ledge that their
work proceeds from other than systemati principles, which
principles they erect into a philosophy of art and these
philosophies are as various~as the painte' s themselves. So
today painters as a body have come to be hought of as dull
fellows, wordy and indignantly vociferou and all but inar­
ticulate in the face of it; and haunting them everywhere
stalks the ghost of a Bohemianism that h s been left behind
by the very shop clerk. All that they h'a e left is the form
and the see~ng, and bewilderedly they si at their Dome or
La Rotunde with their silly beards and th ir pathetic deter­
mination to be devils. Those who becom apostates to this
view of life, who make compromises w' h fact, and who
adopt the -manners of society ~nd the co mercial bas~s, of
their art, may often be bad artists, but tho e who nurse their

20
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Bohemianism do so bJuse they! ve nothing else to n~l:~
Among good .oil painteJ:s tOday 'o! e should'look long io ihe
baggy velvet pants and the seedYtbeards and berets at r sh
angles that serve to replace' tal~nt among t~~ crowd ,I !ho
h~te all tha~ is bourgeois an~ a'dqpt that hatredas a pr s-
SlOn and a lIf--e work. i'

But our problem is really his orical. When, in Fr - , e,
court painting overreached its d ~y, when Watteau was I ~ ly
a great painter of a day gone by,:and th~ things that he ·1ad ,
painted were so far out ofkeepi ,:,.' with the life of the, ~E.e
that they seemed more archaic, :s they do today, so f. . as
subject matter goes, than wolfrom many an earl~er ,I, n­
tury, when the Barbizon school lad really made a cant . u-

'. j

tion to painting, when outline a": "drawing" were see, - to
be only conventions tacked onto; ainting by the psych pg- ,~

. ical habit of associating "isu. with tactile sensat '.s:
when the new ability to see nat; e was still ~ discove it
seemed as i~ the old ways of pa"nting were at an end fIt -­
seemed that drawing with chartml from plaster casts, the.
ancient first step in thetraIning : :students, 'was a mis ~e ; - .
it seemed as if the business of ~ainting from a tech ·pal
standpoint was to be ~ntirel.y relde. ,Then the wo~d "I~a­
demic" came to be held in the' d~sfavour that adheres " '; it
today., Then all youngsters in ~e intellectual swim . ere"
intolerant of schools where dralii~ing was still taught nd
where the old masters were stilliheid masters and men prs
too. Then the technical discove ,.es seemed the only t mg
in all of painting:. Then painte~ forgot, an4 have not l er , ...
begun·> to remember that painting was once related .a ,

, larger life outside itself. They forgot that paint~rs s ~ eo: ~
times illustrated books or painted! portraits both on com :s­
sion and for pay; they ;forgot ~at painters h~d oncetiw­
cepted commissions for "decoratite or mural work/ suhl ret. ­
matter predetermined.~Theyfd~got that ·great pa'intgs
h~d come out of the DutCh schOO~r and tho.ugh they may ~d­
mIre and defer to some.. of the fine portraIt groups' don by
the Dutch mas~rs for various luilds, they appear no ~to

~
l U
~ y r
~ ,/ t
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~ I
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know tliat the 'very arrangement and posit' n of the numer­
ous individual portraits constituting thes canvases were
fixed by the importance in the guild Df th indivIduals por­
trayed. They forgot everything in their c 'ld-like enthusi­
asm for new discoveries: More than a ce tury has nursed
this mistaken devotion to painting for its~ sake, a devo­
tion to the endless painting of canvases thft had only their
difference from understandableness to rec(J)mmend them to
the spectator. Quick fame to the painter-!Who --devised the
most striking, the most outlandish, the m01t ,absurd.concoc­
tion. Certain intellectuals, devoted only t the admiration
of what they could not understand, have gi Em this painting
a faise faith in itself by virtue of critical approval. And
so we have the many ~nd confused theorie of what is good
painting today. We have Cubism, and we ~ve Modernism,
and we have Vorticism and, most pretentioI1jSlY and foolishly
named of all, we have Futurism. But--nl as always 'we
have o:ply two kinds of painting, good and d.

In this absurd battle of isms there e erges an unfor­
tunately mistaken attitude, foisted upon thp painter by the
wholesale rejection o~ nonsense by the pafon. This atti­
tude compels the artist, out of defense for his essentially
mistaken divorce from 'his job, to beli~ve t~at he who takes
a "job" lets himself down out of 'the high land rare atmo­
sphere of "disinterestedness" and descendsIto the vitiating
bourgeoisie earth eff practic~l affairs. If o~ly these' fellows
would understand that necessity is' th.e gra.ndmother of
beauty.

22
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Pue1510 Skcitchee. t.~~:e Poeni~

By NELDA S
I

j

I
NAVAJO TRIBUTE TO 'HE BLUEBIRD

['4

The voice of the bluebird flows ~ gladness
Just at" dawn, just at dawn.: - '

, I

The voice of the bluebird comes lin beauty
, Just at ~, just at dawn. r

The v~iee:o the bluebird in gla ,ness and beauty
Herald of, rain, rain that gladde I s and' beautifies the land
Just at dawr' j~~t at dawn. i

i
.~ DROUT !

(Written about the "rui Pueblo Bonita)

Every day1he rain bearers aT before the SUD,.

Every day ~the thuuder speaks r~mptypromises. , I
Every day Fe look to the cloud,(weople for rain, ~, /1'
But always they pass before ~e sun and travel away. 'j \

The cloud ~eoPle are ~isplease ~ we have forgotten ".
The ways ~f our ancIents, our; songs are not strong.
The great $prings ~hat gave WI: ter so freely - i
Are now d~ng and going in~ the sand. : ~'
The ~un b.ts hot on the dry tanh, " _ ~
sco.rching. fi.'nds blow, rustlinlf,: the crisp ~leaves , -t
Of dying c~m,andmove the, W1;}hered vine~ of squash. '
Old men- g~ about with wOF~ brow, ~.
Young motel's become anX1ou~.,
Happy Chi~ren grow weary a~d restless,
But every lay the rain bearers lpass before the sun
And trayelltaway. I ' .

, ~,: I\ ,.
" ", ,

•
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.'

I POWER OF SYMBOLS

With symbols olf fearless power painted on our faces
When we danc~ and sing with our ancients,

:. Powerful and s~rong in war are we,
, Powerful and ~rong.

With wiffs of e~gle-down on ,head and breast
Eagle-down so Jight upon our head and breast,
Swift and ligh~ in the race are we
Swift and light~

When a new sqng We make to the huntress
And sing her praises long and loud,
Great game wei: will find this day
Great game.

When we invite! the clouds and rain with dancing and noise
Dancing hard abd long, making the noise of thunder
Much rain willl"fall this day ,
Much rain will ~all.

, '
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Ti. HE little villa Iof Bienvenida, ill spite of its cheerful'
, name, crouchecII on the knees ~f the dark Manzanoa

range. Through t~e narrow pass i " the mo$tains whic'
led into ~he pl~za olethe to'Yll' little.: the ou~r world evet
squeezed. 'Blenverhda, named bY!lsome triuly -grateful
priests, who l?ng a~o ~ad .found hav! n there f~ter the tort ,
tuous mountaIn~~11, InVIted few " the detuzens of th,­
later world to brin~their mar~~ of ~ontrast to its antique~ i

but satisfactor~ wa?r~ . ~., i
On a_mo~Ing If! earl~ ~une one ~~I1Y of !the t~w~ wa,

awake early In an e~rly rISIng commrnity., "][nez, It IS fiv~,
o'clock and .Nicola,~1 is ,;aiting o~ts: e for ~ou," called ~.
woman's VOIce, edgad WIth sharpnes, and mIddle age. "s.!
madre, I know; T s~w him through ;he window," and th~
slender, dark-eyed 'kirl again looked \at herself in the 014
mirror that sent a ~ig~zag reflectio lof eighteen years oj
youth and comeliness. Today woul l end malidenhoodfo~
her. "Su novio" w~ ready to takl her to Alcalde. Sh~
held up her "veil giI~gerly, kissed he: mother, and walke~> .
gravely out to the tagon. Ht mla~ ina-was in'the bac~
seat--a stout woman with an olive ; mplexion, wh.pse figj
ure, enveloped in al pInk dress, re "'nded one of a larg~_
UPholste.red chair. iJ1ez got in beside ~.er, while i.n the fron~'
,seat sat Nicolas wi~ithis best man. n 1

The journey to ~lcalde,wheret~e parish priest Iivcd~
was' never regardedl.by brjdal pair~.jas an inconvenienced·
bu.t rather as one of ihe cherished tr .~tional c~stoms of tht1
village, a· part of Iif~ that was unalte able. . 'I

While the mountains were wrap ed in their gauzeIik~ , '
cover of gray mist, ~he solitary -·fa :. w~gon creaked andl ~
rumbled noisily over ~he !utted road. ~t was cold 'that earl~

~ June morning, but tJie f9U1; in the w gon did not s~em ~ , v

mind; the chill of tllle canon was fanlLiIiar to them before!- , I [~33 ] ~ r
:. I I
i ~ ,

i· I: I-I I !
\ - I

I ! Ii _ I' i~
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even the most blistering summer afternoon. As the sun'
broke through the flame-colored glow that hung over the
mountains, the mist gradually receded into the deep blue
ravines. Now the air changed, and gave a comfortable feel­
ing of warmth. The scolding and twittering of the birds in
the cottonwood trees stopped as all ttrlngs burst Into har­
monious life. Meadowlarks that sat on the barbed wire
fences drew attention to their brillia.nt yellow br~~ts by'
singing their clear, throaty gr~eting. Jack rabbits nibbled
at their breakfasts in the fields, while now and then one'
would hop leisurely across the road "where the first mellow
rays of sunlight stretched across the wagon tracks. The
men were silent, except for the sharp "giddiyaps'~ spoken
to the ever weary horses. Groaning and lurching, the
wagon managed to ride the chuck holes. Manuela clutched
the side of the seat with one hand, as she continually righted'
her large straw hat with the other. r

"Do you know, Inez, that Placida wasl taken ill yester-
day?" f

. "Yes, but she will be able to finisli preparing; the wed­
ding feast," was the absent minded reply.

"No, your mother told me that i'omasa was going to
help her today." At this the girl turned 'pale. "Oh, it can't
be true; Tomasa is a witch!"

"So they say; perhaps her heart will 'Soften today; she
may not do any harm." Inez shuddered, "I am afraid wpen
I think of her. She is so small and so dried up. 'Her white,
pock-marked face has a ghostly look when she speaks, her
hoarse voice makes me think of the crows cawing ill the
desert, while they are waiting for death to come to some un~

fortunate living creature."
They neared the: church, whose iun-baked walls seemed

to offer Inez' the peace that had been dispelled by uneasy
thoughts of the future.

Adjoining the old mission church was the parish house,
hidden by a high, adobe wall. The wooden",.door, weather­
beaten and creaky, opened into a p~io that seemed to carry
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one into a dift'er"ent ~ori~. A large b~ f purple and Pink}·
verbenas made a lovely splash of colo . the center of the t
yard, while aTree oflHeaven in one c ~er and a cluster of 11
lilac 'bushes at the ffrther end offer shade to the bril"'1
liantly colored birds hat darted out ~ nexpectedly. There [
were gaily plumaged pheasants, a ch I, ttering magpie that I,

\seemed to .resent theiir approach, the II een and red parrot ~
who looked silently at them from his ~rch suspended from I '
the vine-covered pordh, and the lovel Ipeacock who spread l
his gorgeous tail, confident that his 10: and his struttings t
made him superior to! all creatures. ': I

As the four step~ed into the pa~io,ia screen door closed~ J
and rapid steps,advan.Ced toward them1ldQ~ the long por.ch. ~
The stocky, grey.bealrded priest, wh 1~d spent so many I,
years .,here, greeted ~e bridal party .n, IDS usual friendly,!
manner, with a Frenchman's vivacity ahd courtliness, which, ·1

Il}ellowed and ~odifiM by his humblhllMexi~n surround- J .
ings, seemed to makb him. one with e' old walls, bright '1'

ftowersan~ gentle thirgs that claim~ ;im. Th,e priest bade I. '.

them go. Into thoe cliurch an,d ""walt, tland they, reverently r.
stepped through the !wide docrrs into ,he cool' na~e. Each i, ... '
one stopped at the holy water font to blake the SIgn of the ~:

cross. They walked Islowly toward t* altar ·'\~s -the priest I
came out from the skristv and knelt ltfor a mpment at

lll
the 'r

foot of the crucifix.. , Standing at the~conlIr!Q~ioh rail, the.'
words of the "padre'f echoed and re~e~ hoed an the vault of :
the ~dobe church, ulfil it. seemed ~!t 1 all tp~:'~orners andj
creVIces were filled WJth ghostly, unsee wor~hlpp.ers, mock- 1

ing the sofemnity of ~h~ marriage VO}·-SF' The yi.6ung bride !il

shivered, for thecla;y- walls still held ~he. frostItJ,ess of t~e:
night. ' From the f~shly sprinkled loor of, Hard packed 1
earth, a musty smell prept through 'thd sanctu~ry.

After the ceremqny, the bridal pa~ bowed their heads
in silent prayer bef,.re the blue andjl. white ·sta.t1i? of the
Blessed' Mother, wh!o looked down on them WIth eyes
si:angelr. co,.mpaBsi011.. ate, fo~ pain~a 'd Plaste.r, as_ if she
WIshed 'If<> ~pare the dark-~yed bnde ~any anXIety ~or the

'f:. 11 i :l·

i i • . I, :'1 .. . '

••
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future. Silently they all walked out or the Ichurch,amd
Nicolas, after untying the horses, got into the bjack seat with
his bride. Framed in her white tulle veil, 1e was more
serious than the customary bride returning Bienvenida.
Along the twisting road through clusters of h avy boulders,

. occasionally crossing the choppy little rio, th couple rode
with occasional comments on the 'Countrysid , the priest's
good wishes to them, the wedding celebration 0 follow their"
arrival home. Inez's thoughts turned often to omasa. She
was perceptibly disturbed.

"Nicolas, are you afraid of Tomasa?" sh finally asked.
"Isn't she a witch?" the young man retuljlled.
"Yes, she is, and I am afraid, for she is, prepare the

wedding feast. Had the "padre'" been able come to. our
banquet, it would be different, because I kno that witches. ..
cannot do any evil if a priest is present."

"N0 tengas miedo," smiied Nicolas, "I w 11 protect you.
Tomasa cannot hurt yo~ in Valencia, where e shall l'iVle."
Nicolas had already built a new house'in Vale cia, of adobes

. not six months cut, for his esposa.His heart ad beenfiUed
with happiness while his brothers and a ne ghbor put up
the walls and laid 'the timbers in the days b fore the wed­
ding. Valencia was twelve miles beyond A ealde, farther
down the valley toward the bosque of the Ri Grande. The
thought of being far away from Tomasa wa reassuring to
Inez. She relaxed against her husband's'arm .

Upon their a,rrival home, the musidans, who had heen
standing at the gate tuning ,their violin an guitar, began
playing the Schottische that' for many year" had served as
the wedding march in all the surrounding v· lages.

The bridal party led the procession in 0 a large, cool
room that had been prepared for the recePti~ of the guests,
while the blind fiddler and his companion rought up the
rear. Nicolas and Inez sat on the chairs hich had large
bows of white ribbon tied on them. The edding guests.
now began to arrive; "old and .young walke4 gravely up to"
the couple and shook hands. All chairs afong the walls ~re

i
I

28

New Mexico Quarterly, Vol. 2 [1932], Iss. 3, Art. 1

https://digitalrepository.unm.edu/nmq/vol2/iss3/1



>l..,

il •

tt -

LA BRU: I I
1 I

,--~-T"-------~-~'-- 1",': - , t· .
soon occupied, and mow and then a ' oung child was lifte '.
from a, chair to mike rooln for an p (fer person. Worne I.
hushed ~heir babies, and' the young 1 rls stood about in ad : t
miring groups, theilr occasional wor s of ~praise ,bringing I·
smile of, gratitude to Inez's otherwis ,j serious face. I

Savory odors ~rom spicy conc ,ions stole in from t r
kitcqen-ste~ng meat, chili'sauce,:lue. cornmeal, "and fr ".!
ing oniQns.' Then ~ame the signal t; at the· feast. was bein t
served. The b:ide, aI!d .~~m, wer~ the. first to be seatE; 1·'
at a long table In the adjOInIng roo ' "where elderly womel
bustled about placing the steaming f'~ od on th~ table. T<lJ.er 1': ~ ,
was a bowl with "sopa de pan," a !roth into which piece I.

• . I

o~ brea~ had.bee~ broken; from an ;' er bowl c~me the d~l :I
CIOUS odjor of, chicken that had bee i cooked for hours WIt !
rice and flavored with onion and ~rlic. In the center I
the tabl~ there 'Y~s a large· platWr piled high· ~ith eg I
shaped ~roq'uett~s made of ground[meat, chile and ra!sin ~ .!
No wedding dinner is complete wit~~ut them. Several hea ..t
glass bowls filled with canned fruit~land gay colored plate " I
were conspic~ous for the pink-and- !~iellow-iced store cooki J

n . II;. 1

that were heape.d on them.. COffee~,J'jjvas served}b eve'!on" I
.regardless of his age or SIze. M~~, women and chIldr I
solemnly came into the banquet ro~m arfa sat down to tb i

feast. A small boy led the blind mtiician'S into this roomb }~.
, play during the meal. The th&foulh enjoyment of the di' l'

ner was manifested by the numbe fof times that'the bo s. f
were taken to·the kitchen a:nd refill : . i·
. Inez, whose lo~.~ f~st was to '; broken with" this de - 1

ClOUS feast, was enjOyIng the "SQ~i a," when smJdenly s, e' , ..
thought she heard her mother's vo~e in the kitchen. Ho - ~\
ever, upon looking up, instead -~r Iter mother she s I
Tomasa standing in the doorway,ii,staring at her with, n .1.,
ugly, uncanny expression that was ,ot friendly. Inez turn d ~ ­
pale. .She placed the uplifted sp~n~k on her plate; e. ~.

was no longer~hungry. After a few,,:' mome,nts Nicolas w ,s- ~1
pered, "What IS the matter, Inez, "Thy don't you eat?" ,

.' "g~ If,·

I' '\1
J . I"
~ I

"
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"I'm not hungry any more." She sat there patiently,
waiting for him to finish, and then the two walked into the
main room, again takIng their accustomed chairs. All aft­
ernoon' the music whined and sobbed in' ez~s ears. ,She
felt she could bear it no longer; an 'endless tream' ,of people
coming and going; the heat, the stifling m, everything
palled on her. It was strange, she thought, that it should be
so on her wedding day. She lov.ed Nicol , ·and had been
looking forward to this occasion, the gr test event in a
girl's life. What could be the matter? did ~'LaGolon­

drina" and "La PaIoma~' fill her withs d t}foughtsand
gloomy foreboding? She had always ·ass iate!! the sw~et­

est pleasures of her rather unevef.ltful life 'th these melo­
dies.

That evening a long hall, lighted wit two large kero­
sene lamps, showed wooden benches lined along the wall;
the rude board floor. was being generousl sprinkled with
floor wax. Strumming sounds came from t e farther end of
the hall; where the "musicos" of the eveni g sat 'with their
accordion and guitar. The summer twi 'ght wa$ slowly
changing into the starliit night; this danc was the closing
event of another village celebration. Soo the guests came
trailing in. Little children came with thei mother~. 'Those '
too young to wa~k were being carried, an others :clutcbed
at their mother's dresses, or followed in'th rear with an ,~x­

pression of awe and wonder in their questi ning brQwn eyes.
The grandmothers in their long, full blacskirts ~nd loose
blouses almost entirely covere4 by their 10 g, frin~ed black.
shawls, came to watch the "~ile" and c re for rlJe little
ones. Young girls sat in grouns or with t ir parents. Most
of the men stood in .the doorway, quietI discu.ing the
affairs of community interest. i, \

'As the musician.s Degan, with the altz ."~obre las
olas," Nicolas got up from his chair and 'offered IInez his
arm. They walked sedately around the r 10m bef9re st~rt­

ing to dance; th-e others followed in the same man~~r. ,The
noise of scuflling ~et on the rude board flJor mad~ a· sound ,

I
I
I
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of,greatest commotion. As the ~vening progressed, s r
children were stretched out on th, benches fast asleep, iIe '~,

tired grandmothers ceased T loOk interested. Inez 10 ed
6

i
perturbed and weary. By t!~IV~ o'clock the guests ha 'be- I
gun to thin out, and an hourlla~r the kerosene lamps ere ~i,'
cold; the village was in darkness;~. . . "'"I

It was February inthe vill~of Valencia. Crisp, ear ,.:
sunshine played around the doorSteps of the village, a in

~ , '

the corners of the st~ps and patilps' patches of snow cov red
the ice lingering from bitter _'~ights and cold morn· ga. j. ,

Seven years have' moved by' for ~e thin woman, sittin Ifor . t
a few moments outside her honj.e to catch the warmtJ: of { ~
nature's lamp. Her parched skin made her face ook t
leathery, almost the color ?f herl ?rown eyes. Sighin~' she t.:
got up slowly and went Into tllIe clean, poorly furnI hed 1
room, with its little fireplace tU3c~ed in, the corner, the i !de
of which had been freshly plas red; the cheap" white ron
bed, the washstand with a ~irr r hanging over' it, and two I

t straight chairs, made the inudfloor look barren and old. I
The newly whitewashed walls 'wbre bare except fora old, •
crudely faShioned crucifix, thatt hung above the fire ace. 1
Geraniums of bright pink and deep red, growing in c ffee t
cans, stood in the deep-silled window. . All was very' till. 'J .
The winter sunshine softly fou~d its way through a j flck t
in the green window shade and (ell on the holy crucifi . I

Inez walked into the kitchen' to look at the beans sh Ihad l
put on seve~al hours before. She stirred them, and the I ptit I
another stick of cedar wood ill the'stove. ,Slowly she 0 ned, j
the door to the ?edroom and ~alked ~ward the bed. ,~She, I,',.

lay down, covenng ~erself 'WIth the sha~l that had Ireen ":
.neat1y folded on a chaIr. ~.. ~. '1

A knock at. the -door announced a visitor; one of the i·
neighbors entered, a woman ,of forty, dressed in a black !

" skirt and a gray calico waist, partly covered by the black . 1
shawl that hung from her shoulders..- .', ',1 '. '

. ~ "Take this 'chair next to my bed, Amalia,~' and Inez )1"
motioned to her'caller. Amalia sighed with pity as she.sat 1

I
d..

!'
I
I
31

: Full Issue

Published by UNM Digital Repository, 1932



f
1
Ii,
j,
.j
'!.,
.:
'!

t
I

I ­
I
I
I

240 ] The NEW M E XI C 0 QUA R. ~;E R L Y

I
I

down. "It is strange," she began,.. "thaJt you do n~t ;get
well." I
, "Yes, we have ~ried all the remedies,1 and Nicolas even

bought some medicine at the store." I ."

Amalia drew a little cl~serto the b~, looked aroun<i
furtively and wh~spered, "La Bruja, it ma,¥ be that you are
bewitched; God forbid that anyone shduld hear ~e isay ~ I

that," and the older woman hastily nia~ the sign of the
cross. "Mi abuel(]) us~ to tell of a woman he knew who suf:"
fered so." The two talked on, half whispring, half in fear.

The light of the sun was beginning llO fade as Nicolas
came into the ·roQm.. Amalia rose from he chahr, bidding
the younger woman goodbye, and left the house. 'Taking a

matc~ from ?is PO,.cket, Nic.olas scratched.. ~lit on th~. ~oo~.sill
and ht the pIece of candle In ~n old bras candle-stIck that
stood in, its niche in the wall. He sat d wn on ~tpe chair

. just vacated, and, from his poc~et took opt·a sm~ll bag of
tobacco With. the lIlec.essa~b:own paper. fIOWI.y, 9ut de.ftly,
he rolled a CIgarette and lIt It at the cand e. He h~d an e,x-

, I

pression of anxiety as he looked at his wife, whose" face
seemed distorted through the haze of· smo e. I

"You see, Nicolas, I'm not going t get we I." Inez
spoke with a finality gathereil from th aftern~n's con­
versation. "Will you take m~ to Bienven da ~oon+~ that I
can be with my parents?" Inez lookeq. at im appeflingly.

The carefree youth of~even years ag had charged into
a stronger, heavier, butfsomewhat'stoope man, wro looked
far older than his years. "Ay Dios, Inez I'm so sad, but,"
he continued hopefully, "it may be that s meone ih Bienve­
nida can cure you." The womanturned hir face Mward:the
wall, and. the candle sI!>.uttered as a moth arne~ close'. .'

When the dalY' arrIved for Inez to Ie e, a griY mantle
covered the sky, while the land seemed ushed before the
stillness of the trees. [t was with difficuI~ that Irl~ sloyvg.r
climbed into the wagon beside her husban . As t~ey drbve
along, the countrYside seemed. very d~ ary with he~

I • """' ~ i
!

. \
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clouds casting additional gloom over these two patient be- .
ings. Shiv~ring with cold, .the sick wo~an wr~pped the
blanItet closr,r about·her.·.t ! .

"How !flad I will be when we are there." I

Nicolas! looked I at the sky. "It is cold; I think it will1(. , . •

snow." I' ! . .
. After In hour~s drive, they drew up before the house

.Inez had left as' a bride. Dona Perfecta Scame out to the .
. gate to mee~ them,! and with her ann about her qaughter,

tenderly helped her indoors, while; the curious neighbors
.fla'cked to dfrs and windows in drder to see what was g~ing
on. How ,ell In~ remembered the morning she stood be­
fore the same disconcerting mirror arranging her veil,. The
lovely old spool bedstead and the' cheap 'dresser offered a
strange co~traSt oD-the old and .the new.. In the cotner of
the room was a sm~ll adQbe fireplace that sent out a cheery

. glow into the s~tilY furnished room:
Late that aftebioon, Inez' was sitting in front of the

open fire sipping 'a cup of strong black coffee, 'when a knock
at the door anno~.nqed the entrance of a visitor: It was Luz,
a cousin.' ,

"Buenas tard s, Inez, how ate you feeling? Your
I@ , lI.. {' l

! mother told me yo. were sick." She brought; a chair from
the other side of e room and placed it beside her young

..relative.
~'Yes, I think I'm not going to..get well," Inez answered

feebly.
Luz let her sh I fall to her shoulders. She smoothed .. ~

back her hair wit both hands. AfteF several moments of
. , .

silence, spasmodic ly broken by sighs from the invalid, Luz
'4 •

. ventured to, say, "I ez~ you have been bewitched."
. "I know that s so; Amalia told meso at V~..lencia. . I

am afraid.to tell a. one, because J. thought som~t~ifng'might
happen to the restflf my "family." The thin 'cheeks of the
sick woman grew ore drawn, the eyes, more faded, at t~e

thought of sicknes to her dear ones.

0',,

, .
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"It was To asawho bewitched yo ," Luz eontinued,
"and I know ho to cure you, for an 01 IndiaJ~in Isileta
told me how to b 'eak the evil spell that L Bruja ~asts over
people." I .,' It -l •

"Why shoul~ Tomasa wish to harm me ?'~ asked Inez,
repeating a ques ion ,often in her mind, ut not ,efore :ex- I

pressed. ' I I , '

Luz drew h r chair closer. "Don't ~ou kno~ that she
has always want d her daughter to marj Nicola:~? If ;you
had waited muc longer," whispered L 'z, "Quif~ sabe?"
With that remar she put her shawl ove her head, .as Jlhe
walked toward"t edoor. "I will come ba tonigh!t." "
, After the f mily ~had finish~ their supper lof beans,
,coffee and tortill s~ some slight joy in a I their breasts at
,having Inez wit them, ev~n though sic , they s~t around
the bright fire i Inez's room quietly dis ussing the neigh...
borsand their a airs. At nine o'clock Lu came irl. One by
one the family g t up and went into the ext r?a

l
: After ,

they had' trailed ut, Luz closed the door and bl- out the
candles that wer on the table. From u der her hawl.she
brought ~~rth a edi~m sized pap~r bag which ~he placed
on the floor by th chaIr she was .gOIng toToccupy. i Then she
carefully folded er shawl and put it at the foot qf the bed.

i
Seat~ng herself b fore the fire, she sa;id, 'lCome closer, Inez,
I want you to w tch me very closely." ~ustingf her hand
into the bag, she took_ out three red "ChilT_'~s_'" and with great
care broke off th stems. Next she' procerted to remove the
seeds very ging rly, in or4er nQt to br' k the pods, and
after this she nded these to the other woman, to whom
she motioned fill them with some alt that she had
brought. Inez, 1rem~lin_g with'iXitem nt, filled the_ ,pep­
pers. Luz, notiCIng that Inez wor ed w th shaking ha:m.ds,
went over to the bed and took 0 e of th blankets to wrap
around her.,

"Now thro
second one mus
longer see the a

r
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thrown in until t .' ashes of the... s~condhave. mingled with .11

the wood ashes." Inez tlirew the "chile" into~ t~ heart .of .,
the _fire; it sputte ed, hissed, then burned, eand finally lost'· g

its identity. The second one, however(seemed to 'burn 1
more slo~,ly, but :. nally its glO.Wil•..•ng shell. succu.~bed to .the."... ':I"!
heat of the fire a' d followed the fate of the firSt. It was '

.~ " ' - . , ,- .• _. i_.

some time before t e third caught fire. Luz ben.t over in the •
chair nearer. the ames, With her eyes fixed '6n the object :.
ju'st thrown in. I· ez sat th~re, -her teeth chattering in spite ~
of the he~vy cover around her, while Luz murmured inaudi.:. . ,
ble phrases with h .r eyes fixed oJ). the fire. NoW there was a . ~

c~ackUn~ and OSPI. :n.g in the .p.~es; the firelight gr.. ew': cl.
dIm while the "c. Ie" gleamed ~ faIntly. Luz. clasped her
hands, her fac;ta a strange ~100.k Suddenly, outfroD;l the I '
dying embers leap d a n1:onstro;~s black cat. It 'gave, one. f [,
jump, and disappe' red' through ~he closed willdow int6 the 1!
darkness. '; ~.," ',! . ,.1

Inez broke in a dripping[ perspiration;' she we~t to ~
her '~ed exha;usted~ a.nd, fell int+ a sound sleep ~lmos~ im-' 1
medIately, the firs~ nIght's rest ~ many years'that had not 'l
been disturbed by ~ series of hovible dreams. : . ~

The next ,revenlng, ,at nine, tjhe same plan was foll~wed I,'

as on the evening :before. The~ same monstrous- blacR. cat ~
made 'its ~ome~ta*,.appeara~c1without leaving any tfa.ce. ~.1
O.n t~e third nIgh~ when ~uz crme, she. seemed somefhat l'
dIsturbed. i . Ii '" ·1'1

. "Inez'- if,the crt jumps out~of ~e fire again ton~t" I 'I'
WIll not be able t~· help you." g SIlently, the two. wqmen ~.

watched the flames as they, slofly consumed the i>od~. " A t - f(

flare of'light threw fantastic sHadows on the whitew shed. . d

walls. The glow .from the fire ~isclosed the stra.ined! look I.
on the faces of the two~sittingi~ ,the semi-darkness. When i
the third "chile" was thrown in"lo the fireplace, the silence. ~

bec~me tense; Luz was rapidl~ ~lur.muring the magic wfrds-,l
whil.e Inez held the blanket t.Igh~l~ around her~ her SU111.,.,ken I
brown eyes gleaming with ail un: sual brightness. How~ver,

the flaines did !lot :grOW di~ as ~n the precediIl;g night$; as ',' '
. . '. I, 1

'I •

J
.' f

..
;
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for the sacrifice, it slowly crumbled a d could be· seen no
more. Both women leaned back in thei chairs, completely
worn out by their ordeal, but a sigh of rJIief expressed their
feelings more genuinely than any words could possibly h~ve

done. {,'
"Tomorrow we must go to the ch rch and thank our

Blessed Mother that it was not too la 'to cure'you." So,
with a whispered goodnight, Luz left th house.

In the course of th~ following mo eng, Inez wasrelat­
ing the experience of tire past three nigh to the family, and
how ~uz told her that Tomasa could 0 y harm her if'she ,e

accepted "sopa" from her; once she ref sed, the evil person
would never come",to her again. .

At the end of the two weeks, Nicol s and Inez were on
their way home, a happy and grateful couple. . They had
been in the house but a few minutes, w en Tomasa walked
in with a covered bowl. f'. I _"

"Inez," she croakedl"take some of t~e 'sopa' that I have
brought you; it will give you strength." T .

"Gracias, I wili put it where it w~n'tharm anyone."
Inez gingerly took the bowl and threw ,t out into the field.
The ugly, pock-marked face became hIdeous with anger.

. I
The woman's shoulders drooped and she seemed to become
smaller, as she~alkedaway, tremblingrl ith emotion. Inez
was not afraid any more, because she knew the, creature

, ,
would never enter the house again. ' . ,

.Several times during the night In~ was awakened by
the sound of someone sobbing and moanrng in the meadow..
She knew it was La Bruja lamel}ting th~~oss of her power.

I
I
i
i
i
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, , New Me~1cana , :~. . 1
T ~E sancerest literature d~ not al~ay~ find its; way I­
. Into the re~lat: channels~ of pubheatIon. Perr.on~.

J~urnals, lette:s, dlar~es, 'frequ~tly h?ld. ~o~ments of i;~nQl- I
VIdual revelatIon or of se~rchivg sOCIal InsIght WO~,y, of, "j

those gr~t figures' who have, ~@en successfully artiqulate "1
in printed voh~,me after ppntJd volume. New Mex~qana l'
brings forward any worthy! rna' rial from published or' un- !

published works of-authorsr gr f t or sinall, whof~have IUved I'

in New Mexico. OrdinarlY~ the subject matter will-co,cern
New Mexico and t life of ,its .eople. :

Selections from the ~tp,~fLndum'BQok 0t Mami~l Al-
varez (born ip. AbeIgas, Kingqom of LeoD, Spain; ifmi-},
grant to Mexico ini 18~9; itt Net York City in 1823, ~ving 1',
arrived there from Hava~a; is~ued United States Patfport I
in 1824 by Governor McNtir, of~issouri,to engage in ¥eXi- t
can trade'; interes¥ in Santa re trade 1834-1844; ~ited f
State~ consul. 183S)-1846.,i servitg ~ diploma~ic age ~ for1' '
Amencan reSIdents dunng Te~n-Santa Fe dIsturb ,ce of~

1841; granted. Un~ted S~tesci~iz~nship at St. Louis,:! l\1:~y~
4, 1842; appoipt U. S. Comnlkrcial agent--'at Santa Fe on

j
!

March 18, 18416; a tive. in orgapiza.tion of "lstaoo" ass~~IY I
of 1850, and elec, heutenar¢ governor .of New M\exlcot I"

-in this year; s~rv as gQvern~t·,in the absence of GOvfl"no:+ '
Henry Connel1y i 1.850:; engafed in .~ispute'wit~ C*loneli :'

: Monroe over prov, Clal'fstate" land mlhtary eS~bhs~e~tsJf"
before territomal . overnment l blished in 1851; a sdholarf
of CO.~Siderabl~ ?-+, Obs ~er rnational ~air~; aut I,or.oJ! .
a serIes of artIcles pu Ished ~l a magazIne In M .. rId I

,greatly belovejd by the, r eople lb,f anta Fe, and wh ~.•. ev:e;
else known). I ; I l: r

The Memfprafl,dum 'ook o~ Manuel rez, pres:' rve4
in the archive~.. ofl the Htstoric~n SOCiety..• 6f New Mex ~o; i$.~
a Commonpla¢e Book co. taini ig (as he writes in S ~nisrl

t. ' ! " ,I l
on the cover j'l!st ~p-ove t e da f Dec~mber 28, 1834) '1ISOm'¢

! [2450 'I ~
!.. t 1,1 •
" I. I

! :I' r~'j ~

! , . ~

J.r
L

.1

, I

~ ,
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discourses, phrases, m~xims, reinedies,and notes, copied'
from various works which. it is useful to have at hand." ,The
greater part of the book is in Spanish but there are passages
excerpted in French and Latin and a great many comments
and quotations in EnglisH. 'The names of' Cervantes, Burke,
FontenelIe, Rochefoucauld, Plato, Roberti Walpole, Alexan-

I

der Hamilton, Fenelon, Junius, Cowper~ Carlyle, Tacitus,
Sir Walter Raleigh, and Alexander Pope lappear among his
sources, and many quotations unacknowledged would per­
haps find their way into the worksl of ~ome of these, his
acknowledged intellectual creditQrs. Nev~rtheless, much in
the notebook is without any doubt odginjal,from perfunc­
tory jottings about the weather to definit~ons of 'virtue and
recipes for happiness. "One could piece o~t a social philoso­
phy for the man, which perhaps would account for the love
arid friendship of his acquaintances andj townspeople, by
merely placing together his choices fronl ~he poets, philoso­
phers, and novelists. The choice of a long ,paragraph from
Bulwer Lytton's Mal~rever8, descriptive lof the plight of
lovely Alice Darvil, oppressed -by father" betrayed by' Mal­
trevers, scorned by society, is perhaps ret>resentative of a
human sympathy in Alvarez which went b~yond the conven­
tional patterns of social thought in his day~ It is interest­
ing; too, as a mark of the beginnings of a) social viewpoint
in England, and apparently echoed in f~r New Mexico,
which has culminated iIi Havelock Ellis \and Judge Ben
Lindsay. . \

"Now Alice might have. been mo:Ulded\ into sinful'pur­
poses before she knew Maltrevers; but fr~m that hour' her
very error made her virtuous; she had coPtprehended, the
moment she loved, what was meant by female honor; and by ­
a [sudden] revelation, she had purchaseflrpodesty, delicacy
of thought and soul, by the sacrifice of herself. Much of
our mo~aIity (prudent arid right upon syste~) with respect
to the first false step of WOlnan, leads us, as we all know,
into barbarous errors, as to individual exceptions. Where
from pure and confiding love, that first false step has been

I 38
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taken, many a ~!lman" h¥ been ~aved'1n after life, frt.n 4
thousand temptations. The po:- uufoitunates who clfPwd
ou~ streets and theate:t;s, have. ~ reliin the' first ins~c1
been corrupted (by love;b tby p :verly, and the co~tagi~of
circumstance alld exampl. It i ~ a miserable cant phr~e t;
caIl them"the victims of "educti 'n; they have been the~ivicl­
tims of hunger; of vanit~, of CUi:osity, of evil female crun~l
sels; butthe se.!l•.• uction of! love h .rdlY ever conducts to ~•. lif
of vice. If awqman has <rnce re !l y loved, the beloved o~joo

makes impenetrable ba9"iers between her'and other rnenh
their advanc.p.s ;.: terrify ard revd,J._t: She would rathe I dij,... .1
than be unf.aItHful even F a mm9ry. Though man 1 v~ I

the sex, womanl.•. loves onlr thei,: iVidual.; and the mor 1:81,loves him, the rpore cold ~he is / the spe~ies. For thE}' a .
sion of woman ~s in the ~entime t.., the fancy, the heart~ '.
rarely has muc~ to do "iith the Jcoarse .,images· with which
boys and old, rqen-the Inexpe ~nced and the worn-olt+
connect it·"l J .; .' l ~
. That New 1Mexico.~l:lould bo: st a citizen in 1834 wtos~

literary tastes :waraIIeled.ithose' , the best read contin~~~
gentlemen, Spapish or :¢nglish,! is fortifying against ithue
idea that the w~despreadldomai jof the. province was fl'o~'- "
tier. A centu111 ago'~1 Mexic; ~s, as it is today, a ' Ill­
plex medley of ~ophistica~onand;simpIiCity, of learning! mr
illiteracy, 9f "r~cos" and .~he abj ,tly ~oor, of old world I fi~­

esse and dup!iqity besid pione;r. ~rudity and fran esf
. The notebook 0] Alvarez eflec his- state of the count~' in
- ,,:hich he lived.! Beside.. n obse ,ation of Plato on the Ii~-­
mficance of geometry WI I fall ~ . emedy for a cough or t~

treatment of h.y~,.. roPhobi . Libe.~ I in hI..S reIigI·ous thO!'.ht.,"
unprejudfced in! viewing he fau ~ of Spanish and En ',ish
alike, delighted Iby homelwisdo; and the humor of si 'uJ.

. tions (especially the marriage s jtu~tion, which he hi 'el~
did not share), adealistic !about ~ men and thinking as ~'eii
as possible of nian, Man~el Alvaiez is entitled 'to a distli.nq­
tive place amorlg the :pineteent~j centurY citizens of Ntew

l
,

f I 'I"' Air \~~.Mexico. <l1 'I I ..- Ii ~
,~I ' j

I : I:.: . ·1, .. J....I 1 : '{
t 1 I I
! ~ ! ~

I il I --t
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A man may be judged by' the thoughts of his heart. I

These are the thoughts of which Alvarez kept a record:

Selections from the "Memorandum Book"
..;..0

An empty purse is fit only for melancholy to dance in.

Tenets in religion is like the cammomile ~ the more you
tramp upon and oppress it, the more it thrives and extends.

A kiss is but a touch and a touch does no harm.

A bright consummate flower, seems commonly to be
near its end.

Virtue strengthens in adversity-moderates in pros~

perity-.guides in society-and entertain~ in solitude.

It would be improper in speaking of the Mexican mili­
tary not to notice especially their excellent bands of music.
The Spaniards transplanted their love and taste for. this
beautiful science to Mexico.

I have thus spoken of the causes of Mexican adversity;
let me go further. It has been a difficuI! thing to make the
Mexican believe that they possess any other Kind of wealth
than money or mines. It was difficult to ,make them under­
stand that they were poor' in the midst of gold and silver,
and that the wealthiest nations were England and Holland,
the one without a precious mine in her soil, the other re­
deemed from the washes of the ~sea.

Trifles make the sum of human likings.

. There are so many indefensible and nameless and, not
to be named causes of dislike and aversio~ and disgust in the
matrimonial state that it is always impossible for the public
or the friends of the parties to judge bet:ween man a~d wife.

Innocence is better than repentance.

To say little, and perform, much is the characteristic of
a great mind.

40
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T~ere is Ii1 surer Jgn of &iWeak head than & ljll~l~
depraVIty of heart. . 1- ~ -:!' ~ ~ i[, 1 .

The pain b,f keePihg as' et" is greaW than. il",tij,,e
pleasure of hearkng it. i _ . I ,I

t I I ., .,

A woman'siheart is said to ;~" i ~ a fiddle; it requ~r~~
a beau to play UjPon it. ~" -. I ' ,

On pointa ¥ faith ~t sensel~s bigots fight. He ~~'t
be wrong whos~ life is i1 the, right -. ':1

1

'1-'
Men maY,1I e fool~, Ibut, fool',l, they cannllt die. . 1:,J,
Non-commi 1. A~ old woptan was asked what,I~;e

thought of .one ef her n ighbors iy the name of Jon~, ,lid
with a very knolwing I k repliedl "Why I don't l,ik~ to IF4Y .
a~ything ~bout Imy nei~hb?rs, b,t as

o
~ Mr. Jones, sO~f­

tImes I thlnk al'.\d, then agam I dr't know; but after a~,lI
rather guesshe~p turn obt to,be ~good deal the sort of·~4n
I took him to bel" I'~ ~ . IL.l1 ',~' I~ I

The. imaginfLtion.may be a v~lcano . l' f.
Whl1e the lfart lS ~n Alp of tee, Ii t
"N,ever st~fe the wi.~ of yoqr, b~om even with a b ~qs.-

80m," says a Hljldu rna iip. !. I I, J
A man ask~'his f end why ie, bE1ing a birge man ~~­

self, had marrieil so sm 11 a wifi "~, friend," said ti,;e,.'
"I thought thatrou known 'r,.1At ~.,f all evils we sh ~,'I,d
chose the least."I. ' ~! . 'l

He that plants tr ,1~Ves otbers besides himself.: i j

Education-tIt. i~' comp~n which ~o misfo IJ~
can depress-nOi chme 'estroy, n() enemy ahenate, no 118­

potism enslave, ~t'hom~ afriend'labove an introductionl;JD .
solitude a solacEi in soc·ety an oryamen.t. It chastens v ;_
it guides virlue;lit give at once ~ grace and governmen ~
genius. < ,I . I, ~ If - ~ \' I

, Favorites a~e like sun-dials ~ no one looks at the i lif
they ar~ in the s~ade. I .!
.' 1\. I.' .l) :]

• II 1'1
I ~ '\, I'(_ rL 1,1

I ,~~ IT
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A man without some care in his mind is like. a vessel
without ballast. It cannot remain upright.

Dh what a world of vile, ill favoured faults,
, ? ~

Looks handsome in three hundred pounds a year.

Those who know it don't write, and those who write
know nothing of the matter.

I

Happiness is in the taste; not in the· thing; and we are
made happy by possessing what ourselves I !ve; not what
others think lovely.

J
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, Pueblo FoJ 'e " L'
WHY T.~E RABBIT'S T :._ I~ IS~ SH.ORT • 'jj.,

'. By! JOE A. PEDRO . Laguna) I

ONCE there was~a rabbit who, w lIe ~oaming through t~
green wogds ,uddenly came 1a river. Th,ere~e m"t

an alligator and b~ing a wise rab ,.t, said tQ t};le alligai~'"
~,that there are more rabbi~ t

ii
n ~liga~rSalong t ,I

But the allig~\tor refused to s. f yes. _ ",i d

So the alliga~r said, "There. j';e more allIgators ~~t
rabbits alon~ this. pank." j , . l:1

So the rabbit Fold the alligator1j;o call all~the alligatot~
, and line them up llcr.oss the river '0 that' he might coujlj;

them, jumping upon the backs of eah as he went across tlJIt
• " ./ j 'frIver. . ~ - 1il

The alligat9r, call",ed ·all the at ~eralligatQrs'and lin&f.
them up across the ;river. The rabpi, began c9unting, jU~~
ing on the back of leach alligator as e went across, but~
fore he got tothe other end, he laug :00 while on the back 'pi
the las~alligator.As.he made a jU:~1 p f~r the ba~k on tf#
other SIde, the l~st :j1-11lgator snappe 11 at him ~nd bIt. part Pt
his tail off, and/that is why the ra - .. 's tail is short. i

. '4'~ ~. I
WHY ~AREAFRAI:IOF W~~VES ' I i

. '~;;~OFILA LUC~O; Taos)' ,. f 1
• , . Ii I

ONCE upon' a time ther~ was a d ~ r fam!ly:;who lived· ~~
the foot of a :ploun~ln ne~r th~IRed nver.·' I i
A few ·miles above, theiXl, in a ~bave in the mountaih~

there.lived a famI.·Iy of wolves. Th';: were very happy f.p~
they had meat to eat every d~y. ,I . ' . I 1.

One morning the mother deer ~i.went to see th~ cot~ ,
. fields to see if the .com was ready to~e h~rvested. v i. i....

In the meantIme the dangerous ~.'amI1y ffom above ha<1.,
decided to go to the ,ot of the ~ot.:;.tain to ..see who livf9.. '
there. . . ill' i ~

. [ 251 ] r:' i jl
f' l".. t
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The mother deer returned to her you~g. nes and! told
. I •

them that the corn was ready to be harvested. They aU sat
down to dinner and as they were eating the yo ngest ot' the
family smelled something which frightened ~ Th~ all
jumped out doors to see whQ was coming. Th y saw some..
thing coming down the hill. As they got cl er they~ saw
that it was the wolf family come down to make friends~with I
them. Finally they made friends with the w f family.

For many days they were good .friends amd their !chil­
dren use~ to play hi~ing when the family atove us~ to .
come to visit the deer. i.... '

The mother deer told her children, "If I~' ever kJilled
and the wolf brings you meat to eat, first put it n to balk at
the fire, and if the meat gives a sound l~ke a hisper t)lree
times, that means I am killed, and don't try to e~themeat."

One day the mother wolf and her childre came dpwn
to visit the deer family. The wolf asked the other (leer I

. to go down to the river for a walk, and so theY.'falked down
to the river. As the mother,d.eer stooped doWn 0 drink~ the
wolf jumped and caught her by the thlliRt, d so ended

I ' . :

the deer. .
That evening the mother wolf brought th

young deer. When they put it o-n the- fire to ook it gave
a sound like a whisper three ti~es and they kn w that their
mother was dead. .: I I

When the mother wolf took the meat to th ir cave,] 'the
little wolves were left at the house of the dee family.;:

One of the wolves· asked the older why th ir hair lVaS'

so pretty. The deer told him the reason their hair wa~ so
pretty was that their mother always locked th m in wlere
there was a lot 0] smoke; that smoke would tur the wollVes'
hair as white as snow.~ !

The deer got corn 'tobsand started a fire a d lockedj the
, little wolves in and shut every hole so the sm ke woul€ln't
esc~pe. The deer stayed outside ready to run way.~ey

told the wolves that they would have to stay s ut in a ¢er­
tain length of time. The deer ran away, but fir t they rn]ade

• I
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THE HUNTER GIRL AND THE GIANT SS

.. !

;j ~

tracks in every direction so that the rhother wolf would nli
" ! ,\

know which way they had gone./ ' , I-
The little wolves died from the s¥10ke in 'a few hoursl

, When the mother wolf retuniM ~ the home of the de4r ~ ~
and opened the door the smoke camel out so thick that sRe

, I '

couldn'~ see, but finally she went insi1e and f()Undher little'
ones lYIng dead. ' i '.

She tried to track the deer but they had gone to their
uncle at White Lake" where he lived( in the middle of t~e .
lake. Here tpey were safe from the wolf.' , 1 .

. "" l
i

,,~,

By JUAN ARAGON (~u~blo, Laguna ~
. . . t:

T ·HE people of Laguna once livedol:l the w , t bank of tfe
San Jose river, southwest of wher the town nqw

stands. There lived at that place a, m and,hihife wfo
had a;n only daughter. ' . ,J

It was the custom for all the boy;, of the different fanti­
lies to go out on certain days in winter to kill rabbits., Ope,
day the girl told ,her parents that she was going rabijit
hunting. She said; "I am only a girl, but I' believe I'c~

~

. kill as many rabbits as any of the\boys;" 1
She started on the rabbit hunt and succeeded in killi*g

a number of rabbits. Getting tired, she stopped in a cave
on the north side of the small r,nountain a~ou~.. ·tthree mil~
$Outhwest of Lagunaf to rest and to cook a ~aJLbi~ for hFr
dinner., About that time an old giantess appeared on t¥,e
scene, attracted by the scent of· the roasting .rabbit, a4d
spoke to the girl. She was very much frightened at the,huge
being. The giantess was as big as a monntain. Her mouth

. '. g

was several yards wide. She told the ~girl that she was alfo
hunting but had n9t succeeded in ca~hing any game. S:pe
asked the girl for a rabbit. The'g1rl, threw her a rablbt
which she swallowed at one gulp, then called for anothdr,·• 1 ,1

and another, and another, until. they were all gone. The~.

giantess then told the girl that she wanted more. The ~rl ,
I ~.

!
I

, I-

l
! .
t
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took her clothes, one garment at a time, and t ew them to
the giantess. The giantess then said that she as ioirlg to

I
eat the girl. !

The cave that the girl was in was so s II tha~ the
giantess could get neither her hand nor her he d into it~

The girl began to scream. and cry. T two bltave
brothers who were in the moun~ins east of th Rio Grande,
heard her crying and ·said"to each other,"Li ten! I hear

. I

some one of our people crying; let us go and ee what the
trouble is." !

They started and soon arrived at the pla~el and f~und
the old giant woman pounding on the openin~ of the Fave
with a large stone, making marks which are. BIll to be I.seen
on the stone. j

She spoke to them, saying, "My grandso s, wl)at are
you doing?" , I- J;

"Gh, we are hunti~g rabbits," they repliefi. . '
"What nice spears you have, and what sh rp points."·
"Yes," said the brothers, "you can see t em bett¢r if

you stand up 'and turn your hea4 a littlE} to on side."!
-As she was about to stand up they threw their s~ears

and each struck her in the neck and killed he They ~hen

cut her opeD! and took out the' girl's clothes, nd returned
, I

them to her. They then cut off the giantess' he d and tlilrew I

it over to the southwest, where it now iies, tu ed to stone.
This stone is now known as the giant's face. f '

The brothers threw the heart to the north, 'nd it stands
in the shape

r
of a ~ill northeast of LagUna, 0 the ro~d to

Paquate. That hill is known as "Giant's Hea." i

After thrQ'wing--the parts of the body, the rothers ~ent
out a~d ~lled a: great number of rabbits for he girl, !then
too~'her Home. ~

, .
I,

r )
I
j-
,-
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"EDUCATIONAL ENDS" I
Dear Editor ,of The QUARTERLY: . II -' ' 1'
D EAN Knode's articl~ on "Educational ~~sm is as lit

, table for"what he tunts at·as for what he,pp'enly statef.
, . There is a place ,for science in education, but the pl~ .

"it is to serve is that of a means to an end, and should not*
the end itself. We are living in a scientific .,age, and. th~

, '! : , l
great urge i~ to copy the scie~tist., . W!!. feel ~hat we havr
done somethIng commendable, ~If we can oldY[ atnalyze som~
thing, e~ami'ne it through a micr~cope, diss~t it, or gath,.
some statistics on it. The scientists are the group who ha~
really'done something; so the rest of us.hasten· to 000*
their procedures. The educand, however, cannot be di~­

sooted, microscoped, or analyze in test tubes with soh~­
tions, so the educationists m are em loying the 'remainin~..
scientific ·procedure-gathet;.ng. huge I ts of statistics. L~

'. us wish them-luck! But, after all, statis and all the tesU~

, so far devised, are the.JaP~licationof the scientific methoit
to school accounting, buildIng, costs, publicity methods, sut­
vey methods, measurements, and the like, touch hardly mo~
than the edge of the problem" namelly the organization ana
the administration of education~ With these'means of edll:.'
cation we are too largely"concerned. today. We are mechmf­
izing education to such an extent that the classroom teacher
must devote so much of her time-and energy-tO giving an~ ,
marking various kinds of tests, to making out reports, daily
and monthly, that she ~as very littler. time left in which ti>

, think on what and. how she is goin1r: to teach. Nor does s~~

, have much time left out'\.of the SChOO.',.1 day fo:. the f~ncti.o~"
of teaching after she h~ examined.teeth, tonsIls, andhal~;
'has seen her plans knoCked awry by visits of supervisor ~.'

and has made her semi..paily report~ to the truant officer. II',i '.' !
~

1, THE NEW MEXICO QUARTERLY, May., ~932'j " if.
[ 255 ] ! if. .

I,
! ' I. i
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These features af routine--the contribu ion of tience
to education-have their values, to be slire, but, af raIl,
they are not themselves the ends of educatio. The cbool
day needs to be Ierigthe~ed, if the teacher i to be 1b1e to
do all these chores and, in addition, do a litt teachi".g. .'

The age of the Sophists (the teachers of that ag~) was
also a great era of publication.' Bulletins ere prepared,
like our government bul~etinsf on every sub ect undfr the
sun, -from how to spank a baby to how to hu wild animals
with dogs. The educational procedure was r uced b1these
educationists to a senes of formulas. They were "rrlodern­
education," "enriching the curric~"pu ing eduhttion .
on a scientific basis," "re-evaluatIng the im ense m~s of

I

faiths, beliefs, traditions, superstitions, custo s, and /habits .
which now serve as the framewor~of educate nal prap1iice."
In their enthusiasm for contemporaneity, thy also searned
what the past had to off~r, and tried to sub titute "fracti­
cal subjects" like Cynegetics (hunting with dogs) f0r cuI':

• , I .

ture of the past. The principal result of the : oveme*t was'
a materialistic philosophy of life and a woe ul, !owet1:mg of
morals. ' j

Dean Knod~ does not proclaim. it fro the hoJsetop,
but apparently believes that a teacher sh uld -pos~ess a
broad foundation of knowledge and of cult reo He Irefers
to the opinion of many students in te~cher ' colIeg~s' that
faculties of such institutions are poor teache s. OneIwould
naturally think that the teacher~ of futur.e teherso~ght to
be good teachers. There must be somethIng- rong WIth the
system of education, if those who have con entrated their
efforts on education, and have taken several egrees ill' edu-
cation, are still poor teachers. , .' t .

The writer of this review has had n acquaiintance
, I

with teachers' colleges, but he has taken se eral courses in
I

education in a large university and has dis overed tp.at, in
that particular university, the best teache s of ed~cation

had s~ecialized in o:ther fields before, takin~ up edu~ation.

CertaInly- the worst teacher he has ever enc untered In five

I
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Some of the preceding observations a e restatements,
of Dean Knode's opinions, as they appeare to the present
writer, and others are elicited by 'his articl. If any of the
foregoing statements do not meet with ac eptance, let the
reader cr~dit them to the undersigned.

LY.NN B. MITCHELL, Albuqu rque, N. M.

"A SCIENTIFIC BASIS FOR HU ANISM" "

Dear Editdt of the QUARTERLY:

One reads Dr. Hewett's essay-"A Sc entific !3asis for
Humanis.m77l.-with respect, but with so thip-g of mixed
j udgment~ I cannot agree tllat he has su eeded in propos,,:
ing a satisfactory definition for humanism; for the pr-oposed
definition begins, "Humanism is a field of' nowledge ... '"
and humanism certainly is ·/not that. It i , in my opinion,
an attitude, a point of view, a philosophy of life; and any
Sati,,5factory definition must apply the diff rentiae to one of
these genera. To render the definition stU more conflusing,
Dr. Bewett has, towards the end of his a ·cle, pled for the
restoration to the curriculu;m of the' hu nifies-a term

.cognate with humanism; and here the te

r
appareniJIy has

its traditional m.eaning, ~Ise one could not spea:k of restor(!,-
tion. '. . ' ,

If the' definition is defective, one caf.not be sure that
hu;mani,sm has been supplied with a seie,tific basis merely
by being considered synonymous with so ial anthropology.
Still less can one feel assured that anyth ng has been done
towards the disarmament of the parties who wage battle
around the :flag of humanis;m. The fight I es iIi the realm of
relative values; the con~est.ants.~ared~ver~ent attit.udes· ; and
the divergencies will alw.a:ys exist. .

In spite of these shortcomings, I bel eve that the essay
has great value from the point of viewyff practical educa-'
tional philos6phy- if pra~tical philoso.p,~ is not itself too
much a paradox! Not only have we aimely assertion of .

1. THE NEW M~:x;co QUAJATF.RLY. May, 19:12,
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. the spiritual values ite.eIu~tion,tand a. striking cl~im ~or .
the pl~ce of th~ ~on-u~htarlanelrmentsof ~he c~lcul~m,1
but sbU more lmport$.nt even than these thIngs IS the pro- t
test against the pres~nt chaotic~d unrelated condition of J
our college cUrriculufn,even ~in the related fields! of f.­
man's conscious activities; and the demand for practical!
co-ordination within these nelda. f Within the field .of pjure i
thought,. to, be sure, philosophy~,.. ~y ,undertakes llO-ot,',di- ','
nation; but in the. ,practical taskv1~urricular reorganiza~on I
,almostnotlting bas been done.' fhether ~e CCHlrdina~,,'ng,I'
agency be called,anthropology Of. something else, tbei.OO- j
mand for co.ordination is impera:~ve. Our wandering tits 1
may weB be caH~hotpe, and fore~d to stand still and 'suItv'ey ,
the world from the point of _viet of man's efforts at ~elf..
expression. Dr. Hewett hWJlsou~edthe call with vigor )8.nd
clarity. ~ / - I,

, r.G P'S . '.... , ~. • • HANNON,
'... -.~ Albuquerque, N. M.

F
J

RANDOM THOU'GHTS' bN "TRADITION" ;
. ; .

'Dear Editor of the QUARTERLY: ~.
s '

. ,Traditions ,~, I suppose~ d~irable in college~, 'al- ,
though that remains to be establIshed as a belief. WhE#ther "
or not they are,"desirable, the f8,;,ct is obvious that the)j,,' are I
sought after, that they arE!' obeY~!i, that they seem'desirable ~

to college.stud~nts. ~,~ 1 I
The discussion carried, on in several issues of· the 1

, , QUARTERLY ila~ b~en interestint- in-the points.of vie~' elu- l'

. cida~~tion, custom, use-thl texture of these wJils is I
like that of, damask after man;l~earsof ri~e, soft and fOrB l_
and smooth. Gentle words the~ are. ,i!' 1

The editor of" the Manch~8ter GuardJian recently r~ ~

marked in a le~er, ~hat Ameri:E~ns have ~o tradition. i; • I.
Does he Know, I wonder, . f the senous; sober, tragl- i

comic effort of the youth of t ,\ C~ges of the coun~'to f
create traditions? ~ ;, I'

~\ '~~>
I

il; I'!;
i~ ~

1
'1: ~
',i, I
:' i
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. At a certainWestern .university tie student CGuncil
has organized a committee for the creati~n of college tradi­
tions. A bit pathetic, that reaching after! the atmosphere of
age in an institution, yet s1limulating. I~e.frect, the student
body said, HIf we haven't any traditions, let's make some."

Perhaps part of the desirability of' aditions in ~ilege
lies in the fact that the students, many o~ them living aw:ay
from home for the first time, need som~thing to take the
place of the autht>rity and security of home.

College traditions help to g-we that sense of security.
If the student does as other students do, if he clings to the
body of. traditions, he gridually gets himself some sort of a

. I"

rock to cling to in the 'vast, swirling overwhelming sea of
life into which hie has b~n flung. I. '

As' 'he develops what thinking powt!r he may develop
dnring his college career, his attitude ~oward his college
traditions is likely to undergo a changel.

Where he first embraced, he may eortte only to tolerate.
As he be~~mes stronger in his mlental functioning,

less and less wTIl his reliance be placed .,i~ a mass of tradi.
tion, in any gr~up-thinking. .~

That stage, however, is reached by fbw. To the others
college traditions will perhaps always hol~ their importance.

IRENE FISHER,
Albu.querque, N. M.

•'"
HA PSYCHOLOGIST'S EXAMINATION 'OF

SCIENTIFIC METHOD"

Dear Editor of the QUAIf,TERLY:

Is psychology science? The question is ambiguous and
therefore unscientific.

Is psychology a b.ra:nch of physical science?That ques- .
tion is definite. Physical science is that fl:eld of knowledge
which deals with those events and those only whose descrip­
tion is possible in terms of measurements made w,ith meas- ..
uringrods and clocks. .
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The irp.pressioo.left by M~.· Page's essay in the ;!~ay . j'
issue of THE ~EWMEXiC~ ~~TERLY is that its aqthor ,I,
does regard p~cll019gy as ~ pt~ical science but doe$ n~t ,
accept the defimtionn have just~'given. . '. . . I
. What is·Mr. Page's definiti~n of the "science" he i$ dis- ' ..'
cussing? The ~.UScien.'t~sts': Who~ared so illi;n The Faq~~ of' t'
the Farmer a~, the , c'tent~8t8 cJ;n hardly Ihave 'been ph~lcal '~.
scientists.: Th~ ter, "Univers" 1 Solvent" is meaningless.!i
Possibly that is w .t The Fabl

J
means.' But why drag in I

the Farmer? He di not think' .' ' e idea of a "Universal Sol- il

.. vent" was me;;min~ess. The iable sees irrelevant ~ the / ~ "
. questionraiseq iIi te es~ay. I ! 1

In giving: quo · tions fro IKarl Pearson, Wolfe~ and
others, Mr. Page seems some ~mes to ~ve ,confuse4 the q
issue, sometimes to hav;e mis the point. When l'Karl

I j I"

Pearson says Ithat~;SCience "d :cribes" but does notW"ex-

plain," that iti..••1giV ' the "how" ~':and' not. the "'W. .hy" Of.~.•. Phy-
'sical ·events, ¥s p "·nt is that·; physical science the i~ues-

tion. "how?" has ~ aning, whi,e' "why?" has no meaiping.
~ ._ • .+ hi

In speaking o~ scie tific events lco!iversationally, we 'aU ask
"why?'~and wh,: atisfied vt.ht.n the "causes" of ev~n1B a~
named, but-not SI e the m~ of Hume has the Id~ of,
"cause" had a Isatis ct stat~s in."physical science]' ',I

It is othe~wi.se.rn Philosopt-possibly also in psr.,chOI- J..!..,
,ogy. In that!~.• psycholo ! ,must be more than ~mere ~i

physical sCienfe.. o In the Philo ppkical Review for. sep." tem- . Ji

per, 1931, there IS paper by j. W. Gotshalkr, entitle~ "9f ~
the Nature ana Definition of a: use." Its ~uthor say~ "the' i~
definition of ~ ca\lse which I ropose is, this: that a !~ause . J
is that ch~ngr (or state) w.·; h is ex!ste~tiallY-"i. Jr·, at i

, least spatlo-utmpora~ly...:...e~ntl j ous WIth anp.• ther ~F.nge !

(or state), apd whIch bnng~ about, under. the cIfcum­
stances, the existence or the oc~rrenceof the other cltange
(or state) -tJlu,.slatter h.eing ~lledthe effect.?" ,i! J

~ rTo my driticism that thIfr was mere tautolo~,. the t·
author haS re~l~ed at some len~h, and in his 'reply,saylr' that i . '"
one of the fektures which cO~$titute an entity a capse is l

! ij' 'I. 11'

I ~. i.Ji.

t ~ 'I

r I ;: 1,1I ~ /' 4.

r
1
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this, that it is an occurrence which "necessitates a 8U~se­

quent occurrence." What is that b~t more tautology?
In refusing the name of "science" to "fields of com...

pletely organized knowledge," Singer does not refuse the
name of science to "description of events." To think that
he aoes is to misunderstand the meaning of scientific de...
scription. The object of organization in scientific descrip­
tion is prediction. By inspecting the' description of events,
the scientist hopes to discern their trend. Events are jn
time and time goes on forever., ")

Mr. Page's essay makes good reading, but it leaves one
at a loss to know ·what it is at which he tilts. His "descrip­
tion of contemporary scientific met40d arrived at by ob­
servation of the antics of scientists" (p: 110) has nothing
at all to do with science. An analogy, will make the irrel.e...
vance clE:ar: What interest would aviators find in a "de­
scription of contemporary methods of aviation arrived at
by reading the poems of aviators?" Air~en in the capacity
.of airmen do not write poems. Scientists in the capacity, of
scientists do not perform antics.

The essay confirms me in the opinion that many psy­
chologists are at sea as to th~ meaning' of physical science.

F. M'~ DENTON,
Albuquerque, N. M.

....

..
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Tme Southwester Word Box II,
. i ! . 'I.

A MERICAN-,s!1leech, like Ame~rean life, has experit$ced.
.n. rapi~ .and lstrenu?us .chang : in coveri~g. it &>nti~.ent.
·The EnglIsh o~ the PIIgnms hI ventured Into new .ays
.of life and into new territo~~ ~unlike the Stratfo~ of
Shakespeare OJ!' the London' oI~Ing James. Old PC1ples.

. have been enc+untered on thi~ Inew continent, and Euro-
. ~e:,ns 6fboth Teutonic and ROIdan~ stock have mingl~.• to

JOIn both hands and speech. InhhIs treasury or thesa,~rus
of words, we ~lish to amass a ~tore of inforinatioit al:bout
,the language o~ the Southwesterh Un.ited States~ Ame~can
English it, in -1:eneral, is, but nglish retaining vesmges.
fro~ the past ()r tr~pper~'trader,:voyageur in the Squth-rest,
actIvely awarelof the hngo of 'vaquero and ~ow-pun~her, .
cons~antly expqsed to naturalize i and alien loan..words $rom
Spanish and I~dian speech. W~ solicit lists of Southtljest­
ernisms with Elxplanations of t~eir forms and usage. .We
are interested, las well, in place (names and stories of ,iheir
sources and 1eanings. ' The lore' of name ~~d .eollopuial
speech h~s a g~nuine romanc~. if0 region provIdes a I1cher

.stock of It than) our own. 1 I. !.. l . I
Amen.nd:. ,I' I
, I have beeh wonde~ring, for '~nstance, who first use8. the
term Amertndl for the Americ~n Indian, and whethe~ ~e
shall have to wlt.• it for the H.istorfc.,,",. oJ, Dictionary of ,AmetI ·c.an
English to be !published from the University of Chi go,
to find out. 'nhe word has beeh· called· to my attentin in
the book of Fr¢tlerick S. Dellen~augh, Breaking,the W~lder­
ness. He employs-the form generally through the boo for
the North Alin.erica:q Indian:! "those indomitable, iron­
nerved people,' the Amerinds ;t]he Norlh-American 0 yes­
terday." (Preface, p. vi). Ini a' comment oCcurrinlate

I @.

in the book, pellenbaugh write~- that the word Amen. is
"a substitate word, compounde~ of~the first ~two syl abIes
of American' and the first syl1~ble of Indifln, adopt d by
some leading etmlologists." , A;though events record d in

[263 ~ ••
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Breaking the Wilderness occur so early as 1871-2, the pub-
lication date is 1904. How much earlier the ethnologists
employed the form and ·whether it appears in unprofessional .
use earlier than this date is of interest to me.

. Anglo-American:
\l

The compound noun Anglo-American is considerably
older than the deri~ativ:eAmerind. It is. not of Southwes~
ern origin, though siI!ce the middle of the nineteenth cen­
tury it has been chiefly current in this region or in respect
to this region. The wOl:d appears in the Writings (178~-2)

of Thomas Jefferson applied to the Canadians. However,
another eighteenth century author, Jedediah Morse, whose
book, The American Universal GeograpJty (1789), appeared
in the same decade, clearly explains 'I his use of the term
Anglo-America'11t as applying to Americans of English de­
scent.1 The first use of the term in the Southwest recordrld
by the New English Dictionary appears in regard to the
Angl~Americancolonists in Texas and bears the date 1842.
Eight years earlier, however, a, traveler into .New Mexico,
one Albert Pike, adventurer, Masonic organizer, poet and
man of letters, had written that there was a prairie south
of the river Arkansas "parts of it never ~roddeJ;l by the fo~t
or beheld by the eye of an Anglo-American," a statement no
doubt still supportable: The adjective, Anglo-American,
used to describe relations between England and the UIii~

States is of comparatively recent date.
•

, Gringo: .,
The word gringo is first recorded in the New English

Dictionary for the year 1884,. as it appeared in Harper's
Magazine described as a ":term of ridicule and obloquy ap­
plied to Americans throughout all Mexico." FQlk lore and
popular literature have ascribed to it a number of curious
origins. Senor Isidoro Armijo, of Albuquerque, has re­
corded one of'the current beliefs concerning gringo and the

1. I am indebted to Mrs. Bella Brodsky, of the University of Chicago, assistant
to Sir William Craigie, editor of the Historical Dictiona.ryo! American English, f~r
confirmation of the note on Morse and for supplying the note on Jefferson.

"

!
I
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sin~ng of American soldiers inlthe'Mexican war. ra:p'~
lation, the storY runs: . ~ $ , i

I ~ •

In the,. year of 1846-7, +e marching song of t e, I
American soldiers in Me~co was: ".G~een Gro~·. J
the RUSh~,s, 0." The soldIE\\rs sang this song fro. f
the port qf Vera Cruz to t~e castle of Chapultep, }
-from.~mpico to Montete~. T,he words ~'Gree, '. I ,
Grow" Impressed themselv~s In such a way on th~.. ,
memory ~f the Mexicans in association with th! ~
Ameri~ that, shortly aflerward, was coined th ~
phrase Gtingo, and thus tH,e familiar word staye' I
in the M'rxican vocabulatt and in the Mexicq. 1 <,

language. !. ' ~ P /, II . "1
Seno~ AJuj0 correctly shiites the imposSibility ~, t~

truth of such ¥t origin for gridpo by quoting the foll~\vinJ '
~ords from a ~panish dictiopa1in four volumes, ~ubl~shep $'

In 1781 by Far··,er Esteba~ re I r~ y Pando. Again, 1\I,Savi~
you the troubl of translating :. ;1 , i

: Str~nigers in Malaga;Je call~ gringos if theJ
1

: . 'I!' ""... '\
have a cefrtain kind of acdent which keeps theidJ

. from an e~ and natural qastilian speech, and' i~ !
Madrid tHe:same thing isJrue and-for the $8m~ I

. cause wittl particularity to1ard the Iri~~.. . : \. 1'
FiftY~nin~ years before ~~e Me~ican war, stran~erp, ~

Irish, or otheryvise, were ~lled~gringos by the Spam,h +f
Malaga and of lMadrid, a dama~lng fact to the "Green <lrow'
the Rush~,.o't s.to~, or to thelrollowing ~ew Mexic~i:folk
tale, for which I am Indebted to Mr. Arthur Campa. il 1

, . ~ 11 .\

, . Once upon a tim'e a ~ouple of Anglos ven~i, ,
tured into,'Southwestern Ttxas for the' fir5t time~1 I

'The Mexi ns were fllrloqs ~ know who thes~\ J
people were,' so they se::nt.~ httle:: boy. to spy ,01111",' j
them. When he got wlthif; heanng distance, h~:: j

listened toL,the conversationlthat was going on an~i I
heard the E,onstant repetitiq,\ll of the wor~s: Green»., ~ ({'
groves. IJater on these sam,~ Anglos returned, andll' 1
the natiV$, Inot k,nowing t;heir nationality called!; I
them Los pnngos., i q

f, ~ .

t . o~ i
• I' I
: 11 ' A

'l iV Ii,
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Efforts to associate gringo with gree appear, con­
sciously or unconsciously, in various statem nts about the
word. Lieutenant Wise, or the United State navy, in 1849
published a book "Los Gringos," the title 0 which he ex­
plains as,

the epithet-and rather a reproachful ne- used
in California and Mexico to designate th tlescend-o
ants of the Anglo-Saxon race; the definit on of the
word is somewhat similar to that of G enhorns,
in'modern parlance, or Mohawks in the d ys of the
Spectator.

George D. Brewerton, in a book called verland with'
Kit Carson, printed serially by Harper's Mag zine in 1853,. .
wrote:

The nickname "Greaser" is no comp ·mentai-y
phrase, being intended as a set-off to the 'Gringo"
-plain English greenhorn-by which th yare ac- r

customed to designate us.
i

La Enciclopedia Universal Illustrada fin s' the etymo-
logical origin for gringo. in griego, meaning , Greek," used
colloquially "hablar en gringo," to speak an unintelligible

,language. We have the same idiom in English ,when we say
a thing is "Greek" to ~s, meaning as uninte igible as the
Greek Iatyluage to most of us. La Enciclop dia finds the
phrase common in South', America wh~e t e singing of
American soldiers cali have had nothing to do ·th .it.

How to account for the phonetic change f om "griega"
to "gringo" I do not pretend to' suggest. Bia ~ 0 (Ibanez,. in
Vistas Sud Americanas (1920), volunteers the rather fanci- ,
ful notion that gringo (in spite of app~ing. the Irish or
Dutch or other non-Castilian speaking poopl in Europe).
should apply with especial force to· the Englis in Spanish
America, because it contains in its acc~nted syllable the
sound of the accented syllable of English. '

A popular legend in this state regarding 'gringos sal­
ados" seems to find v~rious interpretations, on of them re­
told by Ruth Laughlin Barker in Caballeros. She writes
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that gringos saltidos was appH;1 0 the English bec~
"strange freckles appeared to hav~ Been ' alted" freely' U~4D
thei,r blond noses." Although thi~ has pic uresque valujp,
I should like to see it supported bf1 further ~stimony. ~.

Art~ur C~pa is authori~ ~or th~~followingstate~ent cW1-

cenllng salado. i , ' I~

The, word salado (not .to j: e con~used with the I::"
idiom "tener sal") implies s ,,~ness or lack of prQ- 't
ficiency. This word may b:' appended to such II,
words as vieio, huero,MeXica~.','o; etc·., etc.," with the ~'"''
same result. 1 .I .

. This 'has a more a~thentic ~g, for the use'i,s adj, '­
t~val, and the, quality of saltinessij~or brinyness which i' d
flattering tribute to some states 1 being is a .questiona Ie
compliment to others. No doubt i~ the eyes.of the foe, e'
gringos were sufficiently unsavopry to be salado. ~ e
"freckle" account is vulnerable of the groulJ-d of the .ar
from universal presence' of freckl~s on gringos and espe­
cially on the tanned leathery couJtenances of the pione~rs
on whom the term was foisted. ~ . ' l
. 'Salado ap~ears in a ~umber ~f other~ses. It is mtn­

boned by- Doblel as applIed to hqrses which have becopte
wind-broken. The word is also r¥erred to in the voca~:u~

lary of the cowboy by Houg~.2 It rjIay or may not be worlth­
while to point ou~ Spanish SQlaria. fieaning d.regs, lees, S~I(di':'
mente An adjec~ival use or noun ~ompound could easily be
related to gringo. ~ " I

Greaser: -.. ~ .~I
~ne other w~rd I add,' riSki~,g ~,~~ loss of you.r patien' e ~

that IS greaser. A most -ent~ruhnlng story IS com .. on
among N~w Mexicans that in' 1fue days when ox-c ,rts

'. r, , ~

squeaked and scr,eeched their waY\l over Raton' Pas$, terf;m-
sters found i~ convenient ~gr.ease~h.ei~ outfits at thb .~..?R of
the steep grade before contlnulngtiJ,elr Journey. A MeXIcan
man made it a business to grease ~carts and wagofis in "~he

1. Dobie, J. Fra~k; A Vaquero of the B~8J Countru. p. 20~. 1
2. Hough. Emerson; The Storu of the cowJ;. ~

, ~ ,
~ I '.
J 1"1 .j

I I
! r
1 I, ~

Ii !
I •
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early days: After a time, he became known- the w1agon
trains as the Mexican greaser. Senor Campa' oes not'*takel
his reputation on the scientific value of this., hat a,~ar~­
dox for the unknown Mexi'can to have giv:. a slu*ring
word to his folk by deeds of kindness such' helping the
heavy Conestoga wagons '~ake the grade. . II .

I am grateful to Mrs. Austin' for the co ment i~ her
article of this .issue concerning the word Sp' .sh Colonial,

• I

a descriptive ang conveni~nt term. . M. P:l
I

I
I
!
i
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Book Reviews
~. .,

Native Tales of New Mezico-Frank,:G. Applegate-Illustrated by~ the
author-Introduction.by Mary Austin-Published by J. B."Lip'pin-· "
cott Co., Philadelphia, '32-Price;$3.50'1 \

~ . ,
Not since. Plain Tales frorkthe Hills, read by thejre--

viewer as a child,. at a .. particularly iin:p~eSsionable ~ge,
has a volume of ~olk talesc,given the pleasure that Native
Tales of New Mexico has done.. " f .

:. 'I .

This book, the last work of the late Frank G.-AppleIDtte,
published posthumously, represents the author's matqrer
thought, as,'also, it represents at its best his always ~~en

( ~

insight, and his catholic sympathy with the many sorts ~nd '
conditions of men who make up the.multi-liniual, and m~lti­
racial population of New Mexico.. For despite the "t.oPl. "

.. c' dreSsing" of toUrists, of ;health-seekers; "and of literati ~nd ._
artists-real and pseudo-New Mexico remains a land l~:ftle ..
known to those outside its domain, and one exotic as fat as J

Anglo-Saxon civilization is concerned. .~

B~use of Mr. Applegate's genuine understanding. of'
~the peOple 'about fwhom he wrote, and his. equally gentPn~
affection for them (affection and understaI\ding: being !inot

,~-- - ~ -
always synonymous-P9Pularopinion and French. pro\1jerb ,

. to the cont;ary.)~ this;> book iS~~iallY val~ab~e. M.,.::~t
HAnglos"-ln the' Southwest this.-,ord has a slgnlfican~e a
little different from that attached to it elsewhere-living in
New Mexico '~keep themselves to themselVes." 'That is, ~hey .
f~)low the Anglo-Saxon custom-so noticeable in the, Ot1ent
and other parts of the world, where a few English or'AlJ}.er­
ieans live in· the midst of a people of different speech ~nd

habits-of allowing their (Anglo-Saxon) lives to topch
. barely the periphery of the 'life of the people, orpeon1es,:
among whom they are living; of presenting a;sort of J;he- .
vaux-de-frise of'Anglo-Sax()I~dom~which prevents the p~ne- .
tration, from within or without, of, sympathy ,or understand-
ing.· ",

[269 ]
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Not so Frank Applegate. The reviewer learn d, durink
her residence in Santa Fe, that where definite kn ledge of
customs, either Spanish-American or Indian w desired,
Frank Applegate was the man to seek. And r. Appl~

gate was as gener@us in his sharing of knowledge he was
painstaking and accurate in 'its acquisitiol}. He as never
foolishly sentimental, any more than he was ever unkindly
critical or coldly unsympathetic, in his attitude t ward th~

Spanish-Americans, among whom he had spent so much
time since coming to New Mexico, in 1921. The t me 8pen~

by Mr. Applegate among the Spanish-Americans 0 this sec\­
tion was largely in connection with the acqUiri~g ofhi~

probably unequalled collection of Spanis?9~Colonial"santosj'
and "bultos," recently purchased by the Spanis -Coloni~

Arts ~ociety, and now on. exhibition in the Old ptlace Mu~ ,
seum In SantaFe.., i

The same balanced attitude of seeing things~'steadilyj,
and seeing them whole" was noteworthy in Fra, Applej­
gate's discussion of the Indians of the SQuthwes Pue~l~
India~s. and Navajos-their customs, beliefs an cerem<&
nials; also their history; both during thi! period o~ spanisli.
domination, and that of American. . j

Now, through this posthumous booR; Appl gate adt'
?resses a wi?er.audience, with the ~me charming nformalt
lty, clear thInlung and sane reasonIng. Because e reaut
knew New Mexico, and loved it, as Kipling knew nd loved
India, these NatiVie Tales 'display the same~beneat -th~sur+
face understanding, the same penetration and di rimi~

tion, which characterize Plain Tales from the Bil s. Wi~

the New Mexican tales of Applegate, as with the I dian (of
India) tales of Kiipling, there is no uncertainty of note; n~
confusion of atmosphere. : ~ j

. I

Through all the tales there is, as something al ost tanrl .
gible, the "feel" Of vast space; of desert lonelines and iso+
lation. Behind jail is sensed the bacl<ground ()o barrml
mountains, grotesquely nature-carved. But othe .se -theJ

I

tales are sharply' differentiated. There is no con usion of '
! •
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the psychology of the '''Anglo'' pioneer, or tl.te outlaw-a~

in the tale entitled Inte'rim, of which Billy the Kid is th~
central figure playing the part of the good angel who eom~'
'to the rescue of the little Spanish girl, Rose (nor, 'he was not
her lover) , with that of the Spanish-American.~dealt with it. ..

I

several of the. tales. 'f l'
Among these tales of Spanish-American life are: ~h~

Mystery of Manzano,· Tricks in All Trades; No Calamit1J'
Equals d Bad Neighbor;. Old Jun,n Mora'fE Burro, and nealf, ~ ..
Men Tell No Tales; all delightful, because of their sympat'~

thetic, yet often ironic,l}nd ~lways_ subtle humor ; also tha~· .
exquisitely pathetic tale, San Cristobal's S.heep, romantic in .
the sense that many of the folk-tales of the Spanish-Ameri~
can people of the Southwes~are romantic; tinged with fatalt
istic piety. ~ .

Nor is there anyco~fusion·bf the mental outlook of th~
Spanish-American with that of the Indian-a mistake ofteIl
made b~ tho~~ wh~e Sobthweste~ contacts hav~ been m?r, ­
superficu~.I than ~r. Applegate's were; or whose penetratio~

less keen. , . " _. ~ .
- 'Where I all are good, it is difficult to speak of "better'" ~ .
bijt'to this reviewer th~ Indian (Pueblo) ~les, with thei~
deep und~rlying note of tragedy-yet -tragedy which is n~ ,
without its touches of humor-apecially appeal. Notet ,,:
worthy among these Indian tales are Hopi SU8O/YIrruJ, cWIi. i

Blossom, in which Miss HopfSus(JfYl,na, .6ducated, against.he~: '
will and that of her people, i~ a whi~ girls' sehool, becomefj
neither good 'Hopi nor good, white, arltl outrages the sen~~
of propriety of both races; as sne' outwits both Hopi priestS
and American Indian Agent, and flaunts her sexual i,rregu~j.
larities--even more unorthodox from the point of view 0

the Hopi than from that ot" the' "Anglo"-in the fac~ 0 I ' :
both. . '. ' -,I

In connection with, this Ie if is, perhaps somewha~

carping to call attention: to t fact that the author uses t~~1
expression "Immaculate;C ception" where "Virgin Birth"l­
is evidently intended. Bu; after all, the Indian Agent!

, ~ .'\

·f 'I
I '
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.
would probably so have used it; so its uSe may .be he better
P&ychology.

The Lost Child of Zia is stark tragedy; in thi there is
no humor. It relates how a child from the pue 10 of ZiE,l
went to the river with her water jar to feteh war for her
blind grandmother, when Hworkers for the India Bureau
jumped out from behind the rocks, gagged )and, held her
until they could get her acrass the river ~nd into a ord car,
from which they delivered her to school authoritie ." Later
she was found at the Indian School in Santa Fe~ H ing her
eyes out with homesickness and anxiety abo~t er blind
grandmother."

Do such things really happen? If not now, did they
ever happen? Surely Mr. Applegate knew the con itions of
whicJ1 he wrote, as well .as he knew the peopl I have
spoken of the accuracy of his knowledge of the la r.

In this tale,· in which, more than any" other, t e note of
bitterness is sounded, the author goes on to. say: HI knew,
as well as they [the Indians] di~, how completely II finding
th~ child in school they had loSt her. She woul bekept
there either until they sent her home infected w th tuber­
culosis to die, or after seven or eight years, by hich time
her 'old grandmother would also have died, they 1 t her re­
turn to her Indian home with a smattering of Ame .can edu­
cation and so utterly spoiled for pueblo life, tha the, best
she could hope for was to be a semant in some wh te family,
or take to prostitution as an alternative to the ai ess inef­
fectual life with a husband of her own tribe, hi elf made­
incompetent as an Indian by an education which could not
make him white."

In conclusion-it is just to add-Mr. Apple ate says:,
HIf you go to Zia now you will see there a day sc 001 in the
village, where the ·children can get wh~t is im rtant to
them to know of white leaniing, wit~out being separated
from their parents, who are at least free of the 'nxiety of
kidnaping, and can teach them something of w t is neces-

~

"
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.sary to them to' know of how to be h~ py and successful.!I•.•.
Indians." ,.. "

Upon the point that an Indian shou:o be educated as an i
Indian~ not in a manner that would mak'~ of' him an inferior r
imitation white man, Mr. Applegate fe ,,' strongly-as does . \
the reviewer.' (j , f
- There are times when the white rna;' is outwi~d by the t.
Indian-probably more times than the ~ hite realizes. One f·,, ~

,such insta~ce is give.n in .that ~eligh!;I humoro~s, pic- I
turesque ~Ie, NavaJO Nwces. ,.Th~ ',~vajOS, u?hke the 7; ~

Pueblo IndIans, ~ve been, fromtImelImmemonal, poly- ~

gamous. The whIte- rna : has' attemp'ijd to enforce upon, !
. them bis -.the white an's -' mo1s in the. way of }

monogam,y. The Carlisle, chool ed,ucatEtI Navajo, !!,ah Gee, 1
tells the. story.· : .,.,.. j . .

"What for fight abq t them kind things?'" he .asks. j

"Na:vajos get lots educati; n, get civili~ed .same like w~ite I~
man. ' We send runner to' 'white captaib and tell them we -t:
will now be gOO? like white, man and mafry only one ~oman'll
So when our WIfe get old ~nd need 'no~er woman to help, .~

we get nieces-that's what we call therh, or cousins maybe'
( -so if white mans want to. know w~y. we get so many

woman round our place, we tell him thft's our wife's ·niece
----or maybe cousin-that we, get to he~' sheep or .take care
~ows. So all white man and agent the~ls~iling~n us cause ~
~e been good like Indian Agent want ps to be-so we got, ~I:.'­
one woman we call wife, like white m~n; but we don't ~ll
others like white man do.~' ,Nah'Gee'k face darkened and 1
tightened a little. "'''That's!not a nice n~e for calling wom-' 'I'
ans. We call them nieces ~nd that is r~ght for government f'
agent and everybody.'" ~ . I.

I The introduction to J:lative Tale,. of New Mexico is i'
w:itten by Mrs. ~ary Apstin, the 'tIl-known writer, a I'
frIend of long standIng of ]frank :Applegate. c I
' The illustrations, in cc>lor, were d<fietbY the author, an .

artist withbrush, as well ~ with word~a one-time student I
at the Julian Academy in raris. JtY I

, . t
: ' f . t

~I
!

I l
I
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Just why a man of the brilliance of Fran~ Applegate
should have neen snatched away in the cruelly I,tragic man-

, . ,
ner that was the c~se/ from a career of creativ¢ usefulness,
when this career ~as apparently little more than beginning,
is one of the questions to which no answer can 'be vouch-

I safed bett~r than the one characteristic of the land which he
loved, and of which he wrote: "Quien Sabe?"

J. B. MONTGOMERY MCGOVERN.
1. Mr. Applegate, while apparently in perfect health and the beBt of Bpirita­

having JUBt outlined to a group of friends plots for future bookB--died very Buddenly
of heart diseasp, February 13, 1931.

Forty-Niners-The Chronicle of the California Trail-Archer B.
Hulbert-Little, Brown and Company, 1931-$3.50.

- ~ ".

Professor Hulbert is unusually well equipped to d~­

scribe the gold rush of 1849. Having made .a careful study
of the trails to C,alifornia, using the surveyors' records in
the General Land Office in. vVashington, he has examined
every- available diary or journal of the period, 1848-1853,
and has traveled most of the trail himself several 'times.
Thus his Forty-Niners is a product of sound historical schol­
arship, although, in presenting his material, the author has
used the methods of the novelist. The book IS in the form
of a composite diary. Most readers find a diary fascinating,
~o by the use of this clever device Professor Hulbert has
made sure of many readers who would not care for the ordi.;.
nary history. Very likely this composite diary holds more
interest jn its 321 pa&"es than the average reader would find
in any of the 250 ~ontemporary diaries which the author has
.examined.

The diary follows the movements of a wagon train for
2,200 miles from Independence, Missouri, to Hangtown, Cal­
ifornia. , In these days of depression one may sometimes
envy the chance which A'tnericans ~ighty-three years ago
had to make their fortunes in the California "diggins." If•
so, he will acquire a new respect for the grit of the emi-
grants who got to the ~nd of the tr~il in spite o~ alkali
water and broken wagons and frayed nerves ; for men and
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women who had to ~nd out an av~ra I! of seventeim ~iles a "
day from the fir§t of!May ~o the last : August, in order to
keep from landing-~in the I-snow of t .'e Sierras and being
forced to eat .each other, as members tof the Donner party
h d d . 184·6 I I ! - -a one In, .' I. .:.". ,

The book conhiIns Ihany Inter ,tIng storIes of the
trail: the man who d$liberatelY let wif~,and children drown,
while he tried to sa~e his ~eam; the p"hio boys who swam
down the HUJ:nboldt IWhile!. their wagrn train went twelve
miles through the d~sert;'the wager~ as to ow long two
naked men could ekpose' then'1selve~ to osquitoes; the
wager whether a h~lf-starved DiggJr In ian, allowed to
gorge himself, could kalk a.\vay "undefhi~ own power"; the
wolves who gave cha1e'in relays and. blrou ht down an ante­
lope; the wolves wh~ fed ~pon a: butiat.po ~hen he was still in
{ull flight; the crude! fron .er operatiQ1n from which the pa-'
tient died; and many others. i "

, The many jOke~~found in his chr,0nicle 'suggest that a
sense of hum2r gr tly helpe to R<tld an outfit' together
t!trough the l'outi~e~, f ~he terrible jo~ey half way across',
the continent.' Th handcart push~ w'ho whinnied· and

. II
asked if ther.e was graSS ahead posses~edw~t <it. ~ook to get r
~hrough, whIle othelfs who had to settle theIr traIl qUarrelS'!
with shotguns, did nft. An example 6~ the humor rehearsed'
in camp is the'storylof the Dutchma~,who came to his first t
hot sP1ing, arid at ofce ordered his t+,mst-er to drive -on, as i,
"Hell could not be ~ore than a mile iway." , "

A great profuSion of contemporary illustrations and
. - ! I,

cartoons,.. SOIlgs and!..'ba~lads, a~d maE~s and ~utline l?gs all
help to make the book InterE'stIng as " ell as InstructIve.

It is difficult ftil' a modern wl'i :1 r to limit him~elf to
words and phrases aurl'ent eighty y~rs ago, but Pl'ofessorJ
~,ulber~ has been qU/ite c~reful in thi~ respect. Howeve~, itl;
I~- not lIkely that a Ihan In 1849 wou16 refer to Jenny LInd, t

since she did .not cpme to' Amfrica ~until 1850. "Buddy" I
,and "profiteering" sound too modern Jto have a place in this·'
supposedly old diaryf. !

~ ~. ~
, ·1

,I

. ,
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The book was awarded a prize of, $5,000 offer~ by the
Atlantic M ontkly and Little, Brown' and Company for the
best non-fiction manuscript "dealing. with -the American
.scene." It is ~trongly recommended for vacation reading.

~ MARION DARGAN.

EMn Tree-Witter Bynner-Alfred A. K~opf, 1931-$2.50.

Eden tree is the tree of man's own ancestry, the tree of
the knowledge of good, and evil, the t'ree around which cir­
cled the snake of the ever-thirsting senses and the reasoning
bipeds, man and woman. It is these 'three figures who play
their parts under the tr~ in Witter Bynner's latest long
poem. Eden is still of this.world in 'the lovely phantas~

magoria of scenes through which Adam moves: Silver
Island on the Yang-tze "in the season of small leaves, with
the moon a slim quiver"'; temple gardens in old China where
"Li Po had sung about wine" ; the kitchens of Buddhist mon­
asteries, vegetarian but recalling ~n the carnivorous; the
Holy Mountain where Confucius speaks; the Palisades
above the Hudson with the glitter of city lights beyond.
But the voyage is not to the far places of Eden but to the
qlHet loves, the shrines, and the brothel places in Old Adam.

It was inside. I'
That he- must travel, not away. .

Of Celia and the yoo,ng. truthfulness of the world Sh;r­
wove for him, of friends, s~bstantial and insubstantial, of !
realities in nature and unrealities in religion, Old Adam ;
speaks while the garments of state and soeiety fall away
from individuals to strip them free, like Adam, of all but
the native springs of life.' There Lilith "unwinding her ex-
quisite foot" glides 'among men to ,spell for them living
death. .

Where are the eyes of Lilith in'this room? '
Does the butler see them while he -serves the broth?
Are they the Iwhiteness of the table cloth?
Do their pupils bloom "
In candle tips, or brighten in the lustre of these pearls?
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.. And Ad~Ij1, living :1i~~~inJ[ne~:eh da~, gro·~ j
wise of the fluted music of Lilith': l\nging, of the', straigh , ' I
ened look of Eve,! of the jangle od rowds and the jar df I
property, and of tjle tumultof hiS.', llano In his mind, tJ1e. I.
zeros of. life have~een multiPli.ed. :' \. . l' ',j I

I dIe, though~ Adam, and' In~ placer~ / !!
Instantly so~eo~e stirs. The.t~ce 'I.,,: / 'jl., ' !
Goes on agaIn" lIke a pattern I, lace. . " ' I

~
IIs it enough of life that this is - ll., " r· .' !

That epigrants ..c!>~ume the q ,esfiOning mind,. " 1
Fusing etern~l with ephemer , r i
In unraised letters for' the f ;m,ling blind? I ~

The orison o~ another we.ll kn I' wit poet has, ihterpret~d I
his Saki in wordslli~eAdam's. I ; - ! I
. There is no virisdom a coffin ca n; t finally Withhold t

Untold, i ~
Nor any woras young lips like 0 rs can say l-
And make tolmorrow out of y ,s qay ,t; tl

Or change tHe oncoming~av I 'less or more I
Of its old uI1meanin~motion e shore. j...

. Ada~ cries Jor help, to Mary, mer, Christ, the Mo'g- ,~ .
dalene, realizing! there is no, go b t himself, and he is ~ l,
bound, weary of Irunning to and 0 tn the earth, to nee, s- i·
sity, like ~he trOOjthat leans in .~p .;·1 t~ward the house. · i '
, ' I look ~way ~rom it and thin 'of boing !r-

Elsewhere than vv,!lere' its ~t> !wiu have a clear I I
Necessity to~~staY, for sumnier,' growin~- i ~
But I can n more cpoose to s ay ,or stir . If:
Than wood n govern its di·:mEtter. i I
Life is me~elY sunlight spi :ning within the shellI~fl

mali, willing to ~in on and yet"wll; h ~o knowledge wpen the ~
web is. compl~te.1 The m~t det~r~infd v!lice i!1 the poert is 'i"
the VOIce of the rhore. ' ~ I t, i

There are t~ings in life, thou! h'jto which I'm true, I'
No matter lWhat people may ~ e. "
y~)U ~ay thlink that I'm talkirg just to'h~ar what I ~ay; ~
But I m not, not today, .,,' . I ~

~ i 1 .~
I [I

I ,I I ~"
! I ~I lij) ) ~.,
I ~ ,iI ,I
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For I know that life's something, I've got to know that,
or by God;

I'd cut my throat now, yes, I would.

The "something'" which the quenchless spirit would at
last discover is peace, the namelessness,. the oblivion sought
by Faust. It is the gift of solitud-e.

For one must after all be alone
Without anyone· \
And must feel the fitting
Of th~ universe into one's solitary core, to be able to

sing
In one's heart ,
Like those crystals in a spring,
Those bubbling notes of morning birds.

* * *
One must forget words
And the Jaces of persons and ~ll utterances,
In a final peace, different from questioning.
One must bless .
One's self with the sign of loneliness _..
The cross was a thing like this. </

Death, too, promises rest from pain and fear, .but. re­
claimed by Life, Adam feels again its pulse ·in his veins,
familiar though strange, and pauses at the edge of Eden
beside a moonlit lake before meeting the creatures in the
garden again. He plunges. into the h~aling pool and is're­
born of the flood and of the water of tears. Swept clean
without and within by this hathing of the body and spirit,
Adam grows calm about himself and the whole agitess pat­
tern of living.

T. M. PEARCE.

'/
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"Ob~rving an Old, Custom .j'
W ITH this issue' of THE NEW'ME:X;ICO QUARTERLY, an ,1~

'and -venerat~d tradition among periodicals is to be +r ..
served.. THE 'Q~ARTERLY acquires. an ed~tor. When yif
read this, he WIll have been ~hrilstened and named an'
VOW~9 tofuture performance by his sponsors (the membe:~J
of tIle Editorial Board and the Manager of the New Mexi p .
Press.) Like any 'beginner in a new faith, pis enthusias 1

: "

for the cause is matched only:£by his pipe-dr~ams of w~ .
THE' QUARTERLY should,be. Of that he wishes' to speak. iii

. The time is not appropriate for a survey of THE QuA{t
TERLY'S past. We rese:r:-ve that until with the February iss,p
we celebrate our second birthday (or having comPle.ted o~...r.[
second year do we celebrate our third birthday?) No m ;;
ter! _We are growing old, and ther.e are tradition's behind :
of QUARTERLIES .measuring .high in essays, poetry, ~storieh,

.. critical articles of esteem in the fields of art, letters~ eduJ
. tion, and ~~ience. To this comprehensive order 'of interes+

we mean to adhere. Our future ,plans (which we mean ~b
reveal) are concerned with ways to add to the interests J~
the magazine and. means to deepen the enthusiasm of coJL
tributors and readers,by making articulate the opinio'
about the magazine and the conversation which it shoul:

! . . n.

, provoke. 'it

r .~; We therefore introd~ce to t:ti~ gr~wing circle 9f Qu .

TERLY readers "Smoke'Talk," a.cor.n.er .of the magazine ~11.:
, served for the talk which d,evelops about THE QpARTERL, .

from a good smoke together. Smoking and conversatio ,I '

with it' ha~ the merit of undisputedt.Americanism to b~gi~' ·ff

.with and of univers.ality in ourpres~ntday !?esides. Eve1J1r
one likes to be smoked. at, and, frequently after' a go:
smoke, important facts are smoked Qutof hiding. "I Even th
small talk is pleasant, becaJIse it is ordinarily gJnerou,

/ keen, but not controver~ial,a plea~nt fl(}w of words in th;
fragrant ,fog spiraling 'from cigarette~ or bi1l9wing fro:
cigars. We have had to seek'.for the "Smoke Talk" thi]

. . ~

\ [ 211 ] ~
~ ,

.~

~

' ..
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time, by requesting people to write down.. at we had lis­
tened to them saying about the contents of E QUAiTE.RLY.
We know that the invitation which we ex nd now 1to our
readers to smoke us over will supply us wit the I"Ta~k" for
the future. .

While introductions are of the moment, few.pr fatory

Box." In one of the pr~nt writer's unwri ten arti les·he
intends to say that there is no more atithe tic test of re~

gional literature than dialect or distinguishing locali ms in \,
speech. The literature of the Southwest, m e in the image
of the life of. the Southwest, rings true in a . istinctire lan­
guage. The baekground of trapper, trader, rospecoor, the
far and near. present of vaquero, cowpunc er,and{bush­
whacker, sod-bmster, an.d hoe-man, the pre~nt and tuture
dude-wrangler and chaser provide voc.abular es typi4I and

-descriptive of tliese vocations. Lists of th e wor' will
~ppear in thiS. section and corrections and s PPlemerts to
the lists will be gladly received. .

I

Material will be welcomed for a third s tion foJ1mally
introduced at this time: "New MexicaIia.' With Iopen
acknowledgment to a ~eat contemporary jo nal,' and per­
haps w·ith some' risk of misinterpretation ·th eby, wJ ven­
ture to furnish interesting comments about testate ~ken
from I past or present New Mexican commenta rs. Our aim
is not sa~iricalor caustic. ·We seek to present he pan~rama

of provin~e, territory, and state in the terms and colqrs of
those who have seen it before their eyes. We ould like, es-

. • 1

pecially, unpublished material ~vailable in co esponqence,
journals, diaries. Through this' section, we ope to Imeet
some of the old-time little known personalities of the ~uth­
west who have pictured the life around them imore 1 ting

"I

ways than camera or moving film. .
The editorh~ .yet to introduce himself. \ But hJving

postponed the introdu~tion so long, he is now n old frjiend.·
-He is ready to say goodbye and to wish you w II. "Saludy
adios." , !

fo ~ l I
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Frank App egate

By MARY

T. ,HE publication of !ran~ A l~gate's last b09k,Nativ~
Tales of New Mexwo, bnngs m backto us as we k~e'f,

him, kindly, humorous, keeIh obser ant, and. with the subtl~'

feeling for folk-~ays which more han any other trait di~­

tinguislied him. And with it all the penetratingly simpl~

quality of creativeness which wa the least appreciated 0'
his personal ~haracteristics. It as a~l these things whic~

drew me to mm when in 1923 I ecame his neighbor in o~
of his little 110uses".i)n" the Cami <> M~mte Sol, at Santa FE*
all these and in 'addition his, satisfying ...neighborlines~.
There was a sYmpathy between us which had its root in ~

common derivationfrqm rural .. llinois and a not' too unlik~ •
past. Through incidents of 0 r common youth and th~

I shared pioneer. history we bega to kno~ each other, and ~~
was but a step from; that to e sharing of our 'common
appreciations of ,the *ew Mexi an life "towhich he had sp
newly come. He drew freely 0 my greater factual int~r

macy with that life, alild I was he ped in\my,interpretatio,*
. of it by the communaljty of our approach. ,.' ~

Mr. Applegate's earliest point of contact with the Wes~ ,!I .

Was Indian pottery, which he arnivedat through' his expe~
. • ... Ii

knowledge of ceramic~, and hjs· recent teaching experienc,
at the pottery works of Trenton, New Jersey. He had als/!}
a' native feeling for :design, and a sculptor's experienc~
which led him very quickly to an' interest in the Spanisl '

, - _. Q ,; I

bultos. Our first conference on the subject ha:d1to do wit~ ,
a carved figure of Out Lady of Innocence, WhIch I,had rer
cerltly secured from a:'morada at Abiq:uiu, which had bee,
repainted with crude:colors of house paint, which. Fra~f I
undertook to show me! how to remove" thus uncoverIng th~

delicate workmanship: underneath. - So we began -to b~
Interested in the whol~question of the technique of the NeJ :.

. Mexican images which he began to collect~ Through thi~

~ 'i [ 213} '\. . 1II'
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we rapidly grew interested in all the old and a most disha­
bilitated arts of .New Mexico, touched with a r<:>found! re-' .
gret for their disappearan~e. In collecting old p ~ces, Fr~nk

had often recou:vse to natIve workmen for rep Irs, an~ by
this means we came to realize that the capaci for hand- .
craft, of a fine and satisfying quality, though overlai~ hy I

modern American neglect, had not completely d' sintegrated. I

We began to discuss the possibility of revi"ing i~. f . • i
At that time I was extremely ill and not a Ie to un1er­

take an adventuI'le of that dimension.. But. I W! In nee1 of
some sort of going interest, if I was- to re~ve , and al~o I
felt that if we succeeded in getting such a move ,ent started;
friends of mine, In case of ~y death, wo.uld be .1 terested in
carrying it on. So I secured financial backi g from my
friend, Mrs. Elon Hooker, and at a.meeting at e home of
Miss Manderfield (one of the Oteros) a societ for the r~

vivalof Spanish Colonial Arts was launched.' e hung up
for some time over the name, but 1 had alread been hard
pressed for a phrase by which· to describe the escendants
of the Spanish Colonists, other -than the misl ding term
"Mexicans" and had already begun. to write of them' as
Spanish Colonials. I remember insisting to D na Johnson
that the term was in public use, though I wa myself the.,.
only person who had used it, and to my relief e took it up
and began to popularize it. Spanish Colonial became a
recognized subject of interested comment in th press.

We began that year holding a prize compe ition at the
time of the Fiesta, a.lthooghwe actually knew of but one
person who could'be counted on for contribution. This was
Celso Gallegos, the wood carver of Agua Fri . Actually
we had but fifteen entries that year, bl.!t we s d Gallegos'
carvings so liberally that we wei-e able to turn ver to him
the sum of $60. Frank too!r it to him in round si ver dollars,
and the old man was so overcome that he wept nd tried to.
kiss Frank, which, in view of Frank's great len h of li.mb,
was not easily managed. We had, however, m de a begin­
~ing, which we have improved upon fram yea 'to year, so

,

. '
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that the exhibition of'Native Spanish Col6nial Arts is 'noy ,
a recognized feature 0+ .-the Fiesta. e had help fro~ the
rest of the community, but so long as h lived, Frank catrieh
the burden of judgmen~ and directive ~riticism. Very I~rlf

. we arrived at the -necessity for a,permaj:nentc ection of the
best examples' of the ol«jl work, and, a~ lwe had he meahs, tb
collect them :;tnd place ithem on exhib~ltion .' the rooms <f

. the Historical Society~n the Old Pal~e ur earliest i~t-
portant piece was the aftar ana rere ' , fr m the old churc~

at Llano, ne~r Taos. F:rank was noti:fi~th t it was for sal~t I

and went up'immediately, arriving a little I advance of th~ ~I
curio dealers, and secured.it for $500. r: people begaj)i ~!
to contribute i~ms. W.e were especi4Uy in e ted to Mis., I
.Mary Wheelwr~ght. , . ~ , . J

Our next Important purchase w~ the Sanctuarlo at,
,Chimayo, This interesting old fami1Y'~pel of the ChaVE'$,,'.· i

family was now 'reduced to the ownersfip' of three member~ I,
of that family, and suddenly ~t ~as a+ounced that option, I
had b.eep .given on the beautifui decoratjions and furnishings~
to curio dealers, who proposed to dlsm?-ntle~it. fwas aw~
at the time, lecturing a~ Yale Universlty, but .Frank wro •
me promptly, and I was able to find .~ CatholIc benefacto "
who made possible the purchase of the~~buildingand its coni­
tent, to be held in trust by the Church ~or worship and ~s al
religious museum, intact~ and no alter~tions to be.mad~ i~
it without our consent. At the ceremoby of reconsecrationit
Frank arid I felt very close to e~hJ,ther. By this tiine~
Frank's own collection of bultos, sant,ps and old furniture!
had grown to consi,derable importance f) so that '!e began tot
cast about i~ our !llipds for. a way ofl!establishing at lea,s~.
some memorial of It. It was when we dame back from Sanc-~~
tuario that we d~finiU;IY decid~ on a ~uch discussed proj_i
ect of writing .8. book descriptiv~ly acc&unting for the Span-"

. ish Arts in New Mexico, copiously ilJJ.strated. I
, " By this time Frank had begun ~ my advice to write.:I·

His first venture was the transcribi g;i f plany amusing in-;
cidents which he had :happened upon i' his study o{Indianf

• 'i·

t
~

:1
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arts. He did not use th~ conventional story fo , nor did I
insist upon it. What I saw was~thathehad hap eJ\ed upon
an explicitly folk form, which I encouraged him preserve.
The success of his first collection" which was pu Iished in a
volume,as Indian Tales from t~ Pueblos, was s g-ratifying
that it led him to project another volume whic should. in­
clude all three of the natiVe cultures of New' Mex co: Indian,
Spanish, and Anglo. He worked slowlY,and he was ~t the
same time much occupied in pushing the work of the SocietY
for the Revival of Spanish Colonial Arts. We h d opened a
shop for the sale of work and had been asked t co-operate
with the Normal School at El Rito in ,reintrod cing these
arts into their manual training department. e -began to
collect photographs of the best examples., haVing n mind our
book. Fran;k had also taken an acute 'interes in nati;ve.
archit~cture, especially in the details of interior decoration.
I suggested that he might make another book of is' findings
in that field, and finally that he should inclu e in it the

_whole history of the Hous~, as it had evolved in ew Mexico.
Every phase of house building had been repres nted there,
from the grass lined pits of the Basket Makers I the many':'
storied Pueblo, and has never been completel~ erased. I
was so much interested in tpis' business that I 'frote an in..
troduction to the projected History of the House, to serve
as a marker along that ~~ail. With all this gOingtn, nothing
got ahead very, rapidly; especially as the work at EI Rito
took up a great deal of time. But I continued t press for­
ward with the book on Spamsh Arts, and had m de arrange..
ments for having it suitably published.~

Always I have been gifted-or I?lagued-'b a kind of
fore-knowing which makes me vaguely aware 0 the future
'progress of events, apd along in the Fall of 1~3 I began.to '
be distressed with the presentiment that something was to

I

intervene in the work of that book. So I insisted on Frank's
1

committing to paper all that he had learned abdut the tech-
nique of the Spanish artS.. I did not iinagine tHat anything
would happen to Frank, who was apparently so hale and
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,strong; I thought it much more likely; hat it would happen~
to me. I wanted to ~e sure that he g: t his knowledge into [

{' proper'shape before dt happened; an I was so certain of I
disaster that when h~ drove nte to th; train for my usual I I
trip East, I bant~le~ him to kiss me 19ood by, thinking i~!
,would be a comfort t6 him ..to :ecal.l i lif anything ~id h~p-l
.~:~~:It h~ppened to Frank, In hIS I· dden death In, Feb-I

Thus I was left with the complet ' notes of his ,part of i

the Book on Spanish Arts, and' alSO'£;:ith the incompleted I.
rna,,nuscript of his Nat,ive Tales and th ;outlines of the Story ,.
of the House. r meant, of course, to nish the book on the i
arts as soon.as I ha? finished my au

l
,biography, w?ich 1,1

was then at work up~:m, but unfortun tely the finanCIal de- !­

pression so altered thr publtsher's pIa 1 that it has been im- J
possible to do anythilf about it to dat : But I could and did ~
finish theN~tive Ta¥s. We had wo~ed together so long 'l~ I

and 'so completely in ~ach othe]''conflbtlence, with such free
interchanges of mat,er"ial that I, id n?t find it at all difficult .1
to do. In a way it w~s, for the th!f i 1terval I was occupied : '
with it, a restoratio1 of 'my f end Ime; .it reassured me ',i
that when I do take~ ..the work in t : Spanish Arts, I:will ~I
not lack his co-opera~tneed. I sh ., I also probably write !,

I ""at the least a'sketch pf what he mean ; to do with the Story :
of the House. I: 'I. . ,:

Nothing, however, restores his q 'ck, intelligent help in !
" !' , j , r

the actual conduct on the 'work otthel.'ociety. Nobody SliP.-· t,

plies his rare,: hi,S 11*,pr~"e~ented, grf ifor the, .essenti~ls .df ~j/
.' folk art and for th~!han~hng of folk; Nobody ha:s hIS In- i I

i~itable- faculty of qomradeship. W :en one thinks of the d 'I

varied personalities rho ~alIe up thejentity which is Santa ';J

Fe, no one, it appear~, coqld be less ea~ly spared than Frank '.
Applegate. His death rehlains one 0 jthose'inexplicable in_I,
cideRts that take' onl the Iaspect of t ~ most regrettable of ,ll,l

accidents, not meant, but inevitable. f ,,'

Realizing that he w~uld have w ~hed his collection of ,f
Santos and bultos t9 remain here i~ fanta'Fe, the society I'

, 'I· ;

II __ """ \ Iw

Il
., '

80

New Mexico Quarterly, Vol. 2 [1932], Iss. 3, Art. 1

https://digitalrepository.unm.edu/nmq/vol2/iss3/1



218 ] The NEW M E X leo QUA R T E R L Y

selected forty-five of the best pieces and purchased them
from the estate, to constitute the Frank Applegate Memorial
Collection. They have recently been placed on exhibition in
the rooms of the Historical Society. The money is still
largely to collect, but it is believed that it" will not be refused
by the people who knew him and the service he gave to the
state in preserving the examples of its early art. It is more
than fitting that they should remain here, associated with .

.his name and prolonging the memory of his warm and bril.;.
liant personality. .

I .
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Nf'W MeXican, ill,' e-birdl
' By WITTER By Ii 'ER "'II

o blue-bir.d, IM.ding on and 0 j , ,I
To another fe!nce-post, luring '. aside I
Past my own Ifences to obl~vio ;, I ' -. 1
In yours, where are we gOIng ,bJrough the wIde "!i
Small.paih wk ch~e ,to~e 0t fhance to follow- I,

You lIghtly BPttenng to gI~e lo~r mate ".' ' i.

~~:~rr.:rra1~s::";~~~~~'a~ow,,' : I
On eve1'Y.~::1:rgroUnd ~:r~i as tread? - , I
Where are ,w going throu ~ afternoon. il..

Ii ' t,. it'

As ankles t04 must be'and wi ,',g too soon? , . t
One fence-post at a time sUfficds you. . . .~
Ankles be light agaIn, as Win?t~re blue! t'
'I ~) ~ \ J'

~ , ~! I .1
I I~ ~1 I \\

~ ij ,
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"young Writer in a New Country
By JOSE GARCIA VILLA

I N THE homeland ... I was young. I wap.der to the rocks
on the beach and pass my hands through my hair. It

is so soothing. Like the touch of a woman whom you love
but have never·seen. I lif~ my face to the moon and wish I
were naked that I should see how the silver of its rays would
melt against my form. It may be that at these times I am
mad, but my being is infinitely happy, infinitely tender. If
suddenly the moon should hide, I would lie on the sand and
wait and wait. I am in love. I would creep and crawl and
bruise my flesh to find my love . . .

What I am trying to s~y is that in the homeland I was
young. I love you, said she. I love you. I love you.

She is the young moon, the young swan, the young
doe.. " "

... You are very young, .said my father to me. What he
meant was: I will come in between.

He was my father and he was,strong. \Not physically,
I mean, for he was thin., But he was stFong. Someday
when lam a father, too" I will never be like him. I will
never say to my son, you are v~ry young, if I meant, I will

" come in between.
Sne said she loved ~e. She said she'd wait. Do not be

long in America, she said.

$ ,

And America . . . In New Mexico the winds blowing,
carrying sand. Here my first home in the new land ... here
my first friend the other side of the ocean ...

Here Aurora and Georgia. Here JOe and Wiley-Jack,
Rey and Louise.

And all the time the sands of New M~xico, windscat­
tered, windloved.

At night, in the new country, I would say to myself:
America, America. I lie in bed quietly, trying to think what

[220 ]
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it really meanJ. A wind blow~~~ough the open ~; ~~. t
and makeJ me 1hiver. America Nc«j)ld, for the'momen ~~ hat .!

is my thought. i In the homelan1-"-never any snow. In the t·,
h.omeland, greE1.nness. 0 green, ~'.'O t.armth, 0 b~mb~~un- 1-.'

forgQtten ~ . '. l . '. I!". I . l
In Amench. It IS cold. But ~rnest, my roommate, oes I

I ' i' I ' 'I,

not find i.t,SO' He haSJ.ived in AJjteri~aall his life.. He~1aY.s '.1..
the trom?one. "He likes to play ,he ~rombone. Americ. has t
tau~ht hIm to play the trombon;. fhat a strange tr .n qf ,,'rr:1
thoughts. ErIfest.. Ame~ca. ,rrOtbone. I _ i 1\
, What I want to say IS tha~ I c uld not make out any- n

thing: I lay i~ bed: wa~ting sl.+p I' com.e, b~t all ~4e timel r,-'
my hps keptIsayIng: Amen~a, jAmerlca-fondhnl the 1

:o~~~~.i;:::F~.knOW whati y teant
. Butn~thin: gotf

,But' about Father-it w~ clJar, it W~ry . ear. I
When he said ~o ,me, You are 'try '~oung, I knew wh t he 'i
meant. I kne'r why he chose thosej words. They are ~ery ~
good words a~.,d' if I were mY1.i R.. therand I wanted a.c~ I I

like he did, I "1<>uld have used t", r,-safe words: You a "Ill
young . . . ! r I I,

Y~u~~, f the ~omeland ;' I young, but my f ~er i
was a bar wher he saId, You ar, very young. I q

Sh~ diid~nrt lie but in ~he e+d s~e became/a' Iia~. I 'at - i
I mean IS thatJWhen s,he saId, I l>Y,e'you, she meant It, I v,ery I
word of it, but Time changed hler. . I . '? ~

, She cOUl~ have ,writte)l: I~ warlt to be free. Yo are ~"
free and I am~free . . . . II I'!

That would have been very.~leasy to understand. l'
I' , . .' ·1 1

But Tim~ that hurts als~ ~ o~s how to heal. a~id;'~
first friend in! the white land.' Da~id who was poor who. ,1
wore ,slovenly! clothes, whose yes ,1were sO'ft. Of 'n ghts, I .
walking on th~ stree~, reciti~g jPoetty . .. . ' ' I i
, This ~s al~ very clear. I h Fe asked Amer!ca, the oU,n- 'l
'try AmerIca: ;Why don't you ~ake more DavIds? I 's~~d I

I ~;
,~ ~

i r
~ '. J

!' ~
:1 ~
~ ~
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~he question beclllUse it w~s 'the o.nl; W~yCexpress filyself.
He was not a liar and he could never end ~oliar: David....
Do you get what I mean? I' . .

But I know: Davids die poor. Ev,n in my country
Davids are not many. Civilization does ot want Davids:
You got no speed, David. You must be Ie. t behind...

. Do you -.see America getting cle&rer n my mind? Do
you see myself getting articulate, gettin vaice? Little by'
little calm comes to my mind. Little b little comes my
white birth ... a white cool birth in a ne land.

!'
I
]

1

i
'1
i

II

I
, I

It was then that my stories were ,bo . Of the home­
land and the new land. So~e of you may ave read them ... ','
they were cool, a1iire with coolth. .

i, father of tales. Fathering tales I became rooted to
the ;new land. I became lover to the de. ert. Three tales
had healed me.

And now I am in New York. I
Before thatChi~ago, Milwaukee, W hington..: but

now New York.
In the daytim~ movement and' in th nighttime move-

ment. And, Lord, I am tIred . . . _
What I am trying to say is that 1. I ft the desert, the

desert of my white birth ... and now I VI nt to return to it.
I want it to enfold m,e co~pletely, I will surrender, I will
never leave it.

But in the h(j)meland, there I was young ...
Do you get what -I am driving you ~' see? I am cry­

ing for the desert, for the peace of the des rt.
Will the native land, forgive? Betwe n your peace and

the peace ofa strange ~araway de~ert-retweenyour two ,
peaces . . . .

o tell softly, softly. Forgive spftly. "

}
I·
I
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In your hidden, gar en
Blue delphiniums g';ow ifI;

And white phlox lk i stateliness
Row on row. . i

Sudden call of cOI~J.
Breathless blue anf:hi
Into my dark sorro' ca e
Flame-clear light.

\ .
In my !inner garde~ -

own through all 1jJle years
I s ~ ee your fa<i, sometimes
Through my tears.l I,

Maybe I'll cry
Or perhaps sigh
That we should be gether.

I shall sing
Of many a thing
In this April weath .

If I should say;
That's just my way]
Poor man, how it w 1uld grieve you!
~l

Maybe I'll not
·Care even a jot
If I should never

\

'I
i

j

~ .
l ,.' .

" .jl ' .
THE GARDE -lAPRIL'

~1 !
----- -- --- -. -.-----------------.- ---- ------. -. -t--. -- -_.-- ------

1 I
1 I .
,~ '.t

J I
, I

{ i
, I

Two Ptems

By ~NE r'S+ -----
THE GAiDE·
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The Commercialization of t e Arts
By DAVID L. NEUMANN

GENIUS is able to produce 'itS best Ihtm -",orking for
money. W.([)rking for money is a Jrivilege implying

that the purchaser values the work suffiCliently to be willing
to give for it pra.ises more solid than theJ. most enthusiasti..C
critic. Some of the greatest artistic wotks were ,produced
in periods of very highly developed com1nercialization. At ­
these times the greatest artists were atp~ce business men
and the heads of organized functioning places of business.
Orders for work they accepted as any n accepts a piece
of business. Their genius, instead of bing adversely af­
fected by their business circumstances, as triumphantly,
demonstrably, stimulated by the exact ons of their cus­
tomers. All the world today acknowledges t~eir creatiolils
as those of genilus. Then, as now, lesslr men prostituted
their art to please their patrons. GOOd artists' works, in­
stead Qf suffering from limitations impos .d by the ,contrfl,cts
they fulfilled were strengthefted thereby.I .A man might be
at once conscious of executing a <Vorl< ijlat met a need of
his customer and yet expressed the best that he had within
him artistically.. ' Today one hears onlyl disparagement of
the artist who commercializes his work. lrt is currently held
that the best creative artistic product re~lts.onlY from un­
trammeled' effort out of relation to comm cial demand.

It is our view that the professio~al. always exceptilllg
the occasional gifted a~ateur, has ~lwayf3, and ~iIl always,
produce the best work In -any field. The profeSSIonal knows
the demands of his business as a mattet of course and of
necessity. He understan~sit as only one who lives by it can
understand it. To him it is noindulgen e or avocation, no
plaything or intellectual ~ivertisement, b t a necessary day
by day pursuit, and while his view of is art may suffer
from a lack of perspective, it gains by tlis very lack. The
zealot and devotee in any field may thro\ sophistfcation alild

[ 224 ] --
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I
urbanity aside :and openly ack ~wledge his ingenious I rus- < I
ticity. It is not given to the so . isticate to be possess d of t
creative genius: In genius therelis always naiv.ete.W cast· I

,out then the dilettante and the dtbbler, no ma~r how eat i
his talent may be, and, confine ojrselves to the professi naI. l

,Arbitrarily and for the sake OJ simplicity we aiso co~ fine J.~l'
ourselves, to the business of ;oiljpainting, letting the s tua- ~

tion of the painter stand for th't of any of the worke s in .r, ~a

the ~rts, 'although we grant tha 'j it is not strictly anal o11s '
in each case, particularly in the~eof architecture. A chi~ I.

< •

tecture today in America is in any wars in far ha ier I
circumstances tha~ painting, b .', use it ha's been stIrn ~ ted ' I

< J
by a large and active demand f ,building., Painting is ur- ~ ·

, rently trammelled by the reIat' f~ly modern doctrin~ 0 the' ~ ~
. artist as a free spirit, free fr rf outside dictation an too ,
often free of commissions as w l~l. ' J

Today the architect is a busf ess man. More than 1 ely ~

his office is one' inwfllch many :Jerks and strict1y bus ess J

employees are kept busy. He < ~ as much concerned itb, '"
the details of contract law and 1e~ financing of the b ild- f
ings he designs as with the de)gn itself. , He has i his II

, office experts on many matters, lfrom specification w ers 1<

who investigate and purchase th i various materials th go L

into the building and make it t .eir work to keep in t uch !
with manufacturers of buildin j materials and to b I in- j.,
formed on what the market oire s, to engineers, frequ tly i"l,

second in imporlance in the fir I to the architect hi Ielf: g

who are concerned 'with struct :al prob~ems. .In 'the, ec- I
tion of a mode1"J1 building, the p '~jectrequires the co-o ra- I
tion of a large nllmber of specrl ~ontractors and a < ige j
range of expert knowledge whia,p begins in the office f a ~

, bank and progresses through tle plants of the man I
turers of building materials, thlUgh the various ()rga f
tions of the numerous special co lractors, and is only e de<! 1
, r: < • ':

when the completed design has t:e approval of the 'arch ct i

in all of its ~spects, and when pi ments have been mad .~
his approval to the parties .and 'rms which have com ·f

!;.' I ~
1 'I

il,
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gether to erect it. This complex- busin ss and technical or­
ganization does not limit the artistic f ~dom of the archi~
tect himself. On the contrary, it relie es h,im of' an enor-,
mous, an overwhelming mass of minuti ,e, and releases him
so t,hat he is the bett:er able to consider ~.s artistic prOble,ms
as such. Yet nothIng so clearly mar' s the problem the
architect faces as the fact that in all d ils his own inten­
tions and artistic conceptions. are ri dly limited by th~

nature of the project. By its purpose, he shape of the lot,
the financial limits of the owner, the uilding code of the
locality, and most pointedlj by the taste of the owner in all
details, from the ornamentation· to th selection of mate­
rials" the artist's concept is framed.' f course, today in
the building of large buildings the own r, having employed
an architect in whom he has confidenc , is not .apt to dic...

. tate the details, as these are too many a d not in his imme­
diate experience, nor for that matter i the immediate ex­
perience of anyone individual. Out of his complex and in
many yespects rigid system, have cOIlle ~me of the wodd's
masterpieces of 'architecture, and at lea t one fundamental ­
and revolutionary building principle- he steel cage con­
struction. One hears no complaint that artistically, archi"'T
tects are prostituting, themselves beca se they quild for
money and accept commercial transacti ns as the basis I of
their art. These comments would eva rate of their own
demonstrable invaIiditY~ The one and si pIe answer is t16t
good artists, working as architects~ are day,. in the milieu,
suggested above, producing firSt rate artistic creations.
How is it that the same atmosphere iss id to be so fatal ~
the painter? Is his genius so fragile hat he cannot do
business and retain his respect as a cr tive worker, or is,
'there some fundamental difference\betwe n oil painting and:
the art of building? There are many si ificant differences,:
but no fundamental one..Failure t9 re ognize this allows:
the paradoxical reconciliation of the wo attitudes, one'!
tacitly acknowledged, that is, that arch tects can do the,ir
best'artistically when engaged in a: com' ercial transacti(])n,:
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and the other, ~lf~rOUS1Y'inSiSte~'~pon, that pai:"'ters, 'I n- I
not. ~ilP~rs today are overw: elmed because they ~ st ~I'

the materIals, finanCIer, office gIr,' ,and all 01' the count· ss i
other functionaries whose skin t yabhor and whose f ~ I·
'tions they assume in an effort ~ get away from com r-i
cialization. They succeed, in doint.just the reverse and. reOj
swamped by all of the little insi~ifica.nces that th.e ar .~-J.:
tect, on a strictly cOlIUUercial b8f,3is, has taken' care of l~! I
others·b~cause.they do not rightl~have a~ything to ~do I th I
his art. By being a business maIl he. releases himself f m l

business. The oil p~i~ter, in ~s m~s.takena~ho:en~e.of b . s~-i
ness, has swamped hImself WIth ,11 of, the InSIgnIficant e-I
tails from which business organi~rtion, frank and syste a-ol
tized, would release him. Had h~ ~once more, as he ha I in I
rennaissance' Italy, his elaborate pusiness organization, 'sI
helpers, his color, grinders, his 'rowners" with their· fi:!.

. n', j

nitely shaped requirements, he w~ld, ~s pe seems to fee, hel
would not, be released from the eonditions which make oilI
paintingct~day ~~erything that it ~hould not be. His ge '~sl
as a ~reat1ve artIst ~ould be rele~ed, ~n~ he would fi~d IS~

happIness where Anstotle long aJo. pOInted Rut tha-t It y,l.
in "proper functioning." IJ . '. 1

It would confuse our :earch ~I we began by uphol nJ·
the brief that, to flourish, art m'ust be functional. In 'r~
preting "functi~al" in the broafest and most liberal os~
sible sense we---- u~t let our sea~~ ~egjn with tl?s pre s.ei
And at once we dIscover the keYlto the great differenc 1~
.the present sitqation of tJ1e oil 'fainter and th~ archi ct
Unfortunately lor painting, there, is no market today 0

a fraction of tpe paintings that ate being made. Oil pa tJ·
ers have come to regard' it as a s~red thing that 'they ri'"
with no regard for the ,future u~e to which their prct .
shall be put, making their gre~~. defect their great b 1~. _
cry. "Disinterested" painters~ind one of the school- 0t
~roblem of t~e toot~ache diSSOCiated from thetootp. " ist

:1 ' ·1 .r .

J.
I
I
i

90

New Mexico Quarterly, Vol. 2 [1932], Iss. 3, Art. 1

https://digitalrepository.unm.edu/nmq/vol2/iss3/1



228 ] The NEW M E X I <::: 0 Q'u ARE R L Y

interested:' painters indeed! What we, ha e need of is inter-.
_ested painters, painters who have some w sh to relate what
they do to the artistic needs of the time, a d if there is room
for only a small part of the painters' work when it is related
to our artistic needs, let the 'rest stop iPa:in ing and the bene-
fit will be general. - .

The whole 4uestion is inextricably tie up with tpe per­
verted but very. real concept of "Bohe ianism." Where
once it was true that artists were tempe tuous fellows be­
cause their' natures were tempestuous, it s now apparently. ,
assumed that one has but to lead a te, .estuous life, act
eccentrically, openly h:l.ment the current conventionalities,
a:dopt a bizarre credo no matter what, and one is, ipso facto, I '

an artist r This tendency to the bizarre'i conduct seems to
,~ -'"

have become inculcated further into canva. If one is a con-
ve~tional work.~r o~ is someti~~sl~sstha* if. one is bizarr.e.
PaInters seem to strIve for strIkIng effect., They elaborate
on aesthetics, they arrogate to themselv s the function of
c:citicism and within themseives feel that 0 one but a prac­
ticing painter should yenture to· criticiz their paintings.
They beCome rational and will not ackn ledge that their
work proceeds from other than systemati principles, which
principles they erect into a philosophy of art and these
philosophies are as various~as the painte' s themselves. So
today painters as a body have come to be hought of as dull
fellows, wordy and indignantly vociferou and all but inar­
ticulate in the face of it; and haunting them everywhere
stalks the ghost of a Bohemianism that h s been left behind
by the very shop clerk. All that they h'a e left is the form
and the see~ng, and bewilderedly they si at their Dome or
La Rotunde with their silly beards and th ir pathetic deter­
mination to be devils. Those who becom apostates to this
view of life, who make compromises w' h fact, and who
adopt the -manners of society ~nd the co mercial bas~s, of
their art, may often be bad artists, but tho e who nurse their
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Bohemianism do so bJuse they! ve nothing else to n~l:~
Among good .oil painteJ:s tOday 'o! e should'look long io ihe
baggy velvet pants and the seedYtbeards and berets at r sh
angles that serve to replace' tal~nt among t~~ crowd ,I !ho
h~te all tha~ is bourgeois an~ a'dqpt that hatredas a pr s-
SlOn and a lIf--e work. i'

But our problem is really his orical. When, in Fr - , e,
court painting overreached its d ~y, when Watteau was I ~ ly
a great painter of a day gone by,:and th~ things that he ·1ad ,
painted were so far out ofkeepi ,:,.' with the life of the, ~E.e
that they seemed more archaic, :s they do today, so f. . as
subject matter goes, than wolfrom many an earl~er ,I, n­
tury, when the Barbizon school lad really made a cant . u-

'. j

tion to painting, when outline a": "drawing" were see, - to
be only conventions tacked onto; ainting by the psych pg- ,~

. ical habit of associating "isu. with tactile sensat '.s:
when the new ability to see nat; e was still ~ discove it
seemed as i~ the old ways of pa"nting were at an end fIt -­
seemed that drawing with chartml from plaster casts, the.
ancient first step in thetraIning : :students, 'was a mis ~e ; - .
it seemed as if the business of ~ainting from a tech ·pal
standpoint was to be ~ntirel.y relde. ,Then the wo~d "I~a­
demic" came to be held in the' d~sfavour that adheres " '; it
today., Then all youngsters in ~e intellectual swim . ere"
intolerant of schools where dralii~ing was still taught nd
where the old masters were stilliheid masters and men prs
too. Then the technical discove ,.es seemed the only t mg
in all of painting:. Then painte~ forgot, an4 have not l er , ...
begun·> to remember that painting was once related .a ,

, larger life outside itself. They forgot that paint~rs s ~ eo: ~
times illustrated books or painted! portraits both on com :s­
sion and for pay; they ;forgot ~at painters h~d oncetiw­
cepted commissions for "decoratite or mural work/ suhl ret. ­
matter predetermined.~Theyfd~got that ·great pa'intgs
h~d come out of the DutCh schOO~r and tho.ugh they may ~d­
mIre and defer to some.. of the fine portraIt groups' don by
the Dutch mas~rs for various luilds, they appear no ~to

~
l U
~ y r
~ ,/ t
f ) I-
~ I

1
I

: I

!
I, I
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know tliat the 'very arrangement and posit' n of the numer­
ous individual portraits constituting thes canvases were
fixed by the importance in the guild Df th indivIduals por­
trayed. They forgot everything in their c 'ld-like enthusi­
asm for new discoveries: More than a ce tury has nursed
this mistaken devotion to painting for its~ sake, a devo­
tion to the endless painting of canvases thft had only their
difference from understandableness to rec(J)mmend them to
the spectator. Quick fame to the painter-!Who --devised the
most striking, the most outlandish, the m01t ,absurd.concoc­
tion. Certain intellectuals, devoted only t the admiration
of what they could not understand, have gi Em this painting
a faise faith in itself by virtue of critical approval. And
so we have the many ~nd confused theorie of what is good
painting today. We have Cubism, and we ~ve Modernism,
and we have Vorticism and, most pretentioI1jSlY and foolishly
named of all, we have Futurism. But--nl as always 'we
have o:ply two kinds of painting, good and d.

In this absurd battle of isms there e erges an unfor­
tunately mistaken attitude, foisted upon thp painter by the
wholesale rejection o~ nonsense by the pafon. This atti­
tude compels the artist, out of defense for his essentially
mistaken divorce from 'his job, to beli~ve t~at he who takes
a "job" lets himself down out of 'the high land rare atmo­
sphere of "disinterestedness" and descendsIto the vitiating
bourgeoisie earth eff practic~l affairs. If o~ly these' fellows
would understand that necessity is' th.e gra.ndmother of
beauty.
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Pue1510 Skcitchee. t.~~:e Poeni~

By NELDA S
I

j

I
NAVAJO TRIBUTE TO 'HE BLUEBIRD

['4

The voice of the bluebird flows ~ gladness
Just at" dawn, just at dawn.: - '

, I

The voice of the bluebird comes lin beauty
, Just at ~, just at dawn. r

The v~iee:o the bluebird in gla ,ness and beauty
Herald of, rain, rain that gladde I s and' beautifies the land
Just at dawr' j~~t at dawn. i

i
.~ DROUT !

(Written about the "rui Pueblo Bonita)

Every day1he rain bearers aT before the SUD,.

Every day ~the thuuder speaks r~mptypromises. , I
Every day Fe look to the cloud,(weople for rain, ~, /1'
But always they pass before ~e sun and travel away. 'j \

The cloud ~eoPle are ~isplease ~ we have forgotten ".
The ways ~f our ancIents, our; songs are not strong.
The great $prings ~hat gave WI: ter so freely - i
Are now d~ng and going in~ the sand. : ~'
The ~un b.ts hot on the dry tanh, " _ ~
sco.rching. fi.'nds blow, rustlinlf,: the crisp ~leaves , -t
Of dying c~m,andmove the, W1;}hered vine~ of squash. '
Old men- g~ about with wOF~ brow, ~.
Young motel's become anX1ou~.,
Happy Chi~ren grow weary a~d restless,
But every lay the rain bearers lpass before the sun
And trayelltaway. I ' .

, ~,: I\ ,.
" ", ,

•

!t
~l

t
'~

I
~(
\
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.'

I POWER OF SYMBOLS

With symbols olf fearless power painted on our faces
When we danc~ and sing with our ancients,

:. Powerful and s~rong in war are we,
, Powerful and ~rong.

With wiffs of e~gle-down on ,head and breast
Eagle-down so Jight upon our head and breast,
Swift and ligh~ in the race are we
Swift and light~

When a new sqng We make to the huntress
And sing her praises long and loud,
Great game wei: will find this day
Great game.

When we invite! the clouds and rain with dancing and noise
Dancing hard abd long, making the noise of thunder
Much rain willl"fall this day ,
Much rain will ~all.

, '
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lly LOLITA H. Po ! ER, j

111 ~ l. • i " 1

Ti. HE little villa Iof Bienvenida, ill spite of its cheerful'
, name, crouchecII on the knees ~f the dark Manzanoa

range. Through t~e narrow pass i " the mo$tains whic'
led into ~he pl~za olethe to'Yll' little.: the ou~r world evet
squeezed. 'Blenverhda, named bY!lsome triuly -grateful
priests, who l?ng a~o ~ad .found hav! n there f~ter the tort ,
tuous mountaIn~~11, InVIted few " the detuzens of th,­
later world to brin~their mar~~ of ~ontrast to its antique~ i

but satisfactor~ wa?r~ . ~., i
On a_mo~Ing If! earl~ ~une one ~~I1Y of !the t~w~ wa,

awake early In an e~rly rISIng commrnity., "][nez, It IS fiv~,
o'clock and .Nicola,~1 is ,;aiting o~ts: e for ~ou," called ~.
woman's VOIce, edgad WIth sharpnes, and mIddle age. "s.!
madre, I know; T s~w him through ;he window," and th~
slender, dark-eyed 'kirl again looked \at herself in the 014
mirror that sent a ~ig~zag reflectio lof eighteen years oj
youth and comeliness. Today woul l end malidenhoodfo~
her. "Su novio" w~ ready to takl her to Alcalde. Sh~
held up her "veil giI~gerly, kissed he: mother, and walke~> .
gravely out to the tagon. Ht mla~ ina-was in'the bac~
seat--a stout woman with an olive ; mplexion, wh.pse figj
ure, enveloped in al pInk dress, re "'nded one of a larg~_
UPholste.red chair. iJ1ez got in beside ~.er, while i.n the fron~'
,seat sat Nicolas wi~ithis best man. n 1

The journey to ~lcalde,wheret~e parish priest Iivcd~
was' never regardedl.by brjdal pair~.jas an inconvenienced·
bu.t rather as one of ihe cherished tr .~tional c~stoms of tht1
village, a· part of Iif~ that was unalte able. . 'I

While the mountains were wrap ed in their gauzeIik~ , '
cover of gray mist, ~he solitary -·fa :. w~gon creaked andl ~
rumbled noisily over ~he !utted road. ~t was cold 'that earl~

~ June morning, but tJie f9U1; in the w gon did not s~em ~ , v

mind; the chill of tllle canon was fanlLiIiar to them before!- , I [~33 ] ~ r
:. I I
i ~ ,

i· I: I-I I !
\ - I

I ! Ii _ I' i~
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even the most blistering summer afternoon. As the sun'
broke through the flame-colored glow that hung over the
mountains, the mist gradually receded into the deep blue
ravines. Now the air changed, and gave a comfortable feel­
ing of warmth. The scolding and twittering of the birds in
the cottonwood trees stopped as all ttrlngs burst Into har­
monious life. Meadowlarks that sat on the barbed wire
fences drew attention to their brillia.nt yellow br~~ts by'
singing their clear, throaty gr~eting. Jack rabbits nibbled
at their breakfasts in the fields, while now and then one'
would hop leisurely across the road "where the first mellow
rays of sunlight stretched across the wagon tracks. The
men were silent, except for the sharp "giddiyaps'~ spoken
to the ever weary horses. Groaning and lurching, the
wagon managed to ride the chuck holes. Manuela clutched
the side of the seat with one hand, as she continually righted'
her large straw hat with the other. r

"Do you know, Inez, that Placida wasl taken ill yester-
day?" f

. "Yes, but she will be able to finisli preparing; the wed­
ding feast," was the absent minded reply.

"No, your mother told me that i'omasa was going to
help her today." At this the girl turned 'pale. "Oh, it can't
be true; Tomasa is a witch!"

"So they say; perhaps her heart will 'Soften today; she
may not do any harm." Inez shuddered, "I am afraid wpen
I think of her. She is so small and so dried up. 'Her white,
pock-marked face has a ghostly look when she speaks, her
hoarse voice makes me think of the crows cawing ill the
desert, while they are waiting for death to come to some un~

fortunate living creature."
They neared the: church, whose iun-baked walls seemed

to offer Inez' the peace that had been dispelled by uneasy
thoughts of the future.

Adjoining the old mission church was the parish house,
hidden by a high, adobe wall. The wooden",.door, weather­
beaten and creaky, opened into a p~io that seemed to carry
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one into a dift'er"ent ~ori~. A large b~ f purple and Pink}·
verbenas made a lovely splash of colo . the center of the t
yard, while aTree oflHeaven in one c ~er and a cluster of 11
lilac 'bushes at the ffrther end offer shade to the bril"'1
liantly colored birds hat darted out ~ nexpectedly. There [
were gaily plumaged pheasants, a ch I, ttering magpie that I-

\seemed to .resent theiir approach, the II een and red parrot ~
who looked silently at them from his ~rch suspended from I '
the vine-covered por<fu, and the lovel Ipeacock who spread l
his gorgeous tail, confident that his 10: and his struttings t
made him superior to! all creatures. ': I

As the four step~ed into the pa~io,ia screen door closed~ J
and rapid steps,advan.Ced toward them1ldQ~ the long por.ch. ~
The stocky, grey.bealrded priest, wh 1~d spent so many I,
years ..here, greeted ~e bridal party .n, IDS usual friendly,!
manner, with a Frenchman's vivacity ahd courtliness, which, ·1

Il}ellowed and ~odifiM by his humblhllMexi~n surround- J .
ings, seemed to makb him. one with e' old walls, bright '1'

ftowersan~ gentle thirgs that claim~ ;im. Th,e priest bade I. '.

them go. Into thoe cliurch an,d ""walt, tland they, reverently r.
stepped through the !wide docrrs into ,he cool' na~e. Each i, ... '
one stopped at the holy water font to blake the SIgn of the ~:

cross. They walked Islowly toward t* altar ·'\~s -the priest I
came out from the skristv and knelt ltfor a mpment at

lll
the 'r

foot of the crucifix.. , Standing at the~conlIr!Q~ioh rail, the.'
words of the "padre'f echoed and re~e~ hoed an the vault of :
the ~dobe church, ulfil it. seemed ~!t 1 all tp~:'~orners andj
creVIces were filled WJth ghostly, unsee wor~hlpp.ers, mock- 1

ing the sofemnity of ~h~ marriage VO}·-SF' The yi.6ung bride !il

shivered, for thecla;y- walls still held ~he. frostItJ,ess of t~e:
night. ' From the f~shly sprinkled loor of, Hard packed 1
earth, a musty smell prept through 'thd sanctu~ry.

After the ceremqny, the bridal pa~ bowed their heads
in silent prayer bef'.re the blue andjl. white ·sta.t1i? of the
Blessed' Mother, wh!o looked down on them WIth eyes
si:angelr. co,.mpaBsi011.. ate, fo~ pain~a 'd Plaste.r, as_ if she
WIshed 'If<> ~pare the dark-~yed bnde ~any anXIety ~or the

'f:. 11 i :l·

i i • . I, :'1 .. . '

••
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future. Silently they all walked out or the Ichurch,amd
Nicolas, after untying the horses, got into the bjack seat with
his bride. Framed in her white tulle veil, 1e was more
serious than the customary bride returning Bienvenida.
Along the twisting road through clusters of h avy boulders,

. occasionally crossing the choppy little rio, th couple rode
with occasional comments on the 'Countrysid , the priest's
good wishes to them, the wedding celebration 0 follow their"
arrival home. Inez's thoughts turned often to omasa. She
was perceptibly disturbed.

"Nicolas, are you afraid of Tomasa?" sh finally asked.
"Isn't she a witch?" the young man retuljlled.
"Yes, she is, and I am afraid, for she is, prepare the

wedding feast. Had the "padre'" been able come to. our
banquet, it would be different, because I kno that witches. ..
cannot do any evil if a priest is present."

"N0 tengas miedo," smiied Nicolas, "I w 11 protect you.
Tomasa cannot hurt yo~ in Valencia, where e shall l'iVle."
Nicolas had already built a new house'in Vale cia, of adobes

. not six months cut, for his esposa.His heart ad beenfiUed
with happiness while his brothers and a ne ghbor put up
the walls and laid 'the timbers in the days b fore the wed­
ding. Valencia was twelve miles beyond A ealde, farther
down the valley toward the bosque of the Ri Grande. The
thought of being far away from Tomasa wa reassuring to
Inez. She relaxed against her husband's'arm .

Upon their a,rrival home, the musidans, who had heen
standing at the gate tuning ,their violin an guitar, began
playing the Schottische that' for many year" had served as
the wedding march in all the surrounding v· lages.

The bridal party led the procession in 0 a large, cool
room that had been prepared for the recePti~ of the guests,
while the blind fiddler and his companion rought up the
rear. Nicolas and Inez sat on the chairs hich had large
bows of white ribbon tied on them. The edding guests.
now began to arrive; "old and .young walke4 gravely up to"
the couple and shook hands. All chairs afong the walls ~re

i
I
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soon occupied, and mow and then a ' oung child was lifte '.
from a, chair to mike rooln for an p (fer person. Worne I.
hushed ~heir babies, and' the young 1 rls stood about in ad : t
miring groups, theilr occasional wor s of ~praise ,bringing I·
smile of, gratitude to Inez's otherwis ,j serious face. I

Savory odors ~rom spicy conc ,ions stole in from t r
kitcqen-ste~ng meat, chili'sauce,:lue. cornmeal, "and fr ".!
ing oniQns.' Then ~ame the signal t; at the· feast. was bein t
served. The b:ide, aI!d .~~m, wer~ the. first to be seatE; 1·'
at a long table In the adjOInIng roo ' "where elderly womel
bustled about placing the steaming f'~ od on th~ table. T<lJ.er 1': ~ ,
was a bowl with "sopa de pan," a !roth into which piece I.

• . I

o~ brea~ had.bee~ broken; from an ;' er bowl c~me the d~l :I
CIOUS odjor of, chicken that had bee i cooked for hours WIt !
rice and flavored with onion and ~rlic. In the center I
the tabl~ there 'Y~s a large· platWr piled high· ~ith eg I
shaped ~roq'uett~s made of ground[meat, chile and ra!sin ~ .!
No wedding dinner is complete wit~~ut them. Several hea ..t
glass bowls filled with canned fruit~land gay colored plate " I
were conspic~ous for the pink-and- !~iellow-iced store cooki J

n . II;. 1

that were heape.d on them.. COffee~,J'jjvas served}b eve'!on" I
.regardless of his age or SIze. M~~, women and chIldr I
solemnly came into the banquet ro~m arfa sat down to tb i

feast. A small boy led the blind mtiician'S into this roomb }~.
, play during the meal. The th&foulh enjoyment of the di' l'

ner was manifested by the numbe fof times that'the bo s. f
were taken to·the kitchen a:nd refill : . i·
. Inez, whose lo~.~ f~st was to '; broken with" this de - 1

ClOUS feast, was enjOyIng the "SQ~i a," when smJdenly s, e' , ..
thought she heard her mother's vo~e in the kitchen. Ho - ~\
ever, upon looking up, instead -~r Iter mother she s I
Tomasa standing in the doorway,ii,staring at her with, n .1.,
ugly, uncanny expression that was ,ot friendly. Inez turn d ~ ­
pale. .She placed the uplifted sp~n~k on her plate; e. ~.

was no longer~hungry. After a few,,:' mome,nts Nicolas w ,s- ~1
pered, "What IS the matter, Inez, "Thy don't you eat?" ,

.' "g~ If,·

I' '\1
J . I"
~ I

"
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"I'm not hungry any more." She sat there patiently,
waiting for him to finish, and then the two walked into the
main room, again takIng their accustomed chairs. All aft­
ernoon' the music whined and sobbed in' ez~s ears. ,She
felt she could bear it no longer; an 'endless tream' ,of people
coming and going; the heat, the stifling m, everything
palled on her. It was strange, she thought, that it should be
so on her wedding day. She lov.ed Nicol , ·and had been
looking forward to this occasion, the gr test event in a
girl's life. What could be the matter? did ~'LaGolon­

drina" and "La PaIoma~' fill her withs d t}foughtsand
gloomy foreboding? She had always ·ass iate!! the sw~et­

est pleasures of her rather unevef.ltful life 'th these melo­
dies.

That evening a long hall, lighted wit two large kero­
sene lamps, showed wooden benches lined along the wall;
the rude board floor. was being generousl sprinkled with
floor wax. Strumming sounds came from t e farther end of
the hall; where the "musicos" of the eveni g sat 'with their
accordion and guitar. The summer twi 'ght wa$ slowly
changing into the starliit night; this danc was the closing
event of another village celebration. Soo the guests came
trailing in. Little children came with thei mother~. 'Those '
too young to wa~k were being carried, an others :clutcbed
at their mother's dresses, or followed in'th rear with an ,~x­

pression of awe and wonder in their questi ning brQwn eyes.
The grandmothers in their long, full blacskirts ~nd loose
blouses almost entirely covere4 by their 10 g, frin~ed black.
shawls, came to watch the "~ile" and c re for rlJe little
ones. Young girls sat in grouns or with t ir parents. Most
of the men stood in .the doorway, quietI discu.ing the
affairs of community interest. i, \

'As the musician.s Degan, with the altz ."~obre las
olas," Nicolas got up from his chair and 'offered IInez his
arm. They walked sedately around the r 10m bef9re st~rt­

ing to dance; th-e others followed in the same man~~r. ,The
noise of scuflling ~et on the rude board flJor mad~ a· sound ,

I
I
I
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of,greatest commotion. As the ~vening progressed, s r
children were stretched out on th, benches fast asleep, iIe '~,

tired grandmothers ceased T loOk interested. Inez 10 ed
6

i
perturbed and weary. By t!~IV~ o'clock the guests ha 'be- I
gun to thin out, and an hourlla~r the kerosene lamps ere ~i,'
cold; the village was in darkness;~. . . "'"I

It was February inthe vill~of Valencia. Crisp, ear ,.:
sunshine played around the doorSteps of the village, a in

~ , '

the corners of the st~ps and patilps' patches of snow cov red
the ice lingering from bitter _'~ights and cold morn· ga. j. ,

Seven years have' moved by' for ~e thin woman, sittin Ifor . t
a few moments outside her honj.e to catch the warmtJ: of { ~
nature's lamp. Her parched skin made her face ook t
leathery, almost the color ?f herl ?rown eyes. Sighin~' she t.:
got up slowly and went Into tllIe clean, poorly furnI hed 1
room, with its little fireplace tU3c~ed in, the corner, the i !de
of which had been freshly plas red; the cheap" white ron
bed, the washstand with a ~irr r hanging over' it, and two I

t straight chairs, made the inudfloor look barren and old. I
The newly whitewashed walls 'wbre bare except fora old, •
crudely faShioned crucifix, thatt hung above the fire ace. 1
Geraniums of bright pink and deep red, growing in c ffee t
cans, stood in the deep-silled window. . All was very' till. 'J .
The winter sunshine softly fou~d its way through a j flck t
in the green window shade and (ell on the holy crucifi . I

Inez walked into the kitchen' to look at the beans sh Ihad l
put on seve~al hours before. She stirred them, and the I ptit I
another stick of cedar wood ill the'stove. ,Slowly she 0 ned, j
the door to the ?edroom and ~alked ~ward the bed. ,~She, I,',.

lay down, covenng ~erself 'WIth the sha~l that had Ireen ":
.neat1y folded on a chaIr. ~.. ~. '1

A knock at. the -door announced a visitor; one of the i·
neighbors entered, a woman ,of forty, dressed in a black !

" skirt and a gray calico waist, partly covered by the black . 1
shawl that hung from her shoulders..- .', ',1 '. '

. ~ "Take this 'chair next to my bed, Amalia,~' and Inez )1"
motioned to her'caller. Amalia sighed with pity as she.sat 1

I
d..

!'
I
I
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down. "It is strange," she began,.. "thaJt you do n~t ;get
well." I
, "Yes, we have ~ried all the remedies,1 and Nicolas even

bought some medicine at the store." I ."

Amalia drew a little cl~serto the b~, looked aroun<i
furtively and wh~spered, "La Bruja, it ma,¥ be that you are
bewitched; God forbid that anyone shduld hear ~e isay ~ I

that," and the older woman hastily nia~ the sign of the
cross. "Mi abuel(]) us~ to tell of a woman he knew who suf:"
fered so." The two talked on, half whispring, half in fear.

The light of the sun was beginning llO fade as Nicolas
came into the ·roQm.. Amalia rose from he chahr, bidding
the younger woman goodbye, and left the house. 'Taking a

matc~ from ?is PO,.cket, Nic.olas scratched,,~lit on th~. ~oo~.sill
and ht the pIece of candle In ~n old bras candle-stIck that
stood in, its niche in the wall. He sat d wn on ~tpe chair

. just vacated, and, from his poc~et took opt·a sm~ll bag of
tobacco With. the lIlec.essa~b:own paper. fIOWI,y, 9ut de,ftly,
he rolled a CIgarette and lIt It at the cand e. He h~d an e,x-

, I

pression of anxiety as he looked at his wife, whose" face
seemed distorted through the haze of· smo e. I

"You see, Nicolas, I'm not going t get we I." Inez
spoke with a finality gathereil from th aftern~n's con­
versation. "Will you take m~ to Bienven da ~oon+~ that I
can be with my parents?" Inez lookeq. at im appeflingly.

The carefree youth of~even years ag had charged into
a stronger, heavier, butfsomewhat'stoope man, wro looked
far older than his years. "Ay Dios, Inez I'm so sad, but,"
he continued hopefully, "it may be that s meone ih Bienve­
nida can cure you." The womanturned hir face Mward:the
wall, and. the candle sI!>.uttered as a moth arne~ close'. .'

When the dalY' arrIved for Inez to Ie e, a griY mantle
covered the sky, while the land seemed ushed before the
stillness of the trees. [t was with difficuI~ that Irl~ sloyvg.r
climbed into the wagon beside her husban . As t~ey drbve
along, the countrYside seemed. very d~ ary with he~

I • """' ~ i
!

. \

103

: Full Issue

Published by UNM Digital Repository, 1932



,

[ 241'i f LA BRUJA
-- ~- --

"

1, .

clouds casting additional gloom over these two patient be- .
ings. Shiv~ring with cold, .the sick wo~an wr~pped the
blanItet closr,r about·her.·.t ! .

"How !flad I will be when we are there." I

Nicolas! looked I at the sky. "It is cold; I think it will1(. , . •

snow." I' ! . .
. After In hour~s drive, they drew up before the house

.Inez had left as' a bride. Dona Perfecta Scame out to the .
. gate to mee~ them,! and with her ann about her qaughter,

tenderly helped her indoors, while; the curious neighbors
.fla'cked to dfrs and windows in drder to see what was g~ing
on. How ,ell In~ remembered the morning she stood be­
fore the same disconcerting mirror arranging her veil,. The
lovely old spool bedstead and the' cheap 'dresser offered a
strange co~traSt oD-the old and .the new.. In the cotner of
the room was a sm~ll adQbe fireplace that sent out a cheery

. glow into the s~tilY furnished room:
Late that aftebioon, Inez' was sitting in front of the

open fire sipping 'a cup of strong black coffee, 'when a knock
at the door anno~.nqed the entrance of a visitor: It was Luz,
a cousin.' ,

"Buenas tard s, Inez, how ate you feeling? Your
I@ , lI.. {' l

! mother told me yo. were sick." She brought; a chair from
the other side of e room and placed it beside her young

..relative.
~'Yes, I think I'm not going to..get well," Inez answered

feebly.
Luz let her sh I fall to her shoulders. She smoothed .. ~

back her hair wit both hands. AfteF several moments of
. , .

silence, spasmodic ly broken by sighs from the invalid, Luz
'4 •

. ventured to, say, "I ez~ you have been bewitched."
. "I know that s so; Amalia told meso at V~..lencia. . I

am afraid.to tell a. one, because J. thought som~t~ifng'might
happen to the restflf my "family." The thin 'cheeks of the
sick woman grew ore drawn, the eyes, more faded, at t~e

thought of sicknes to her dear ones.

0',,

, .
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"It was To asawho bewitched yo ," Luz eontinued,
"and I know ho to cure you, for an 01 IndiaJ~in Isileta
told me how to b 'eak the evil spell that L Bruja ~asts over
people." I .,' It -l •

"Why shoul~ Tomasa wish to harm me ?'~ asked Inez,
repeating a ques ion ,often in her mind, ut not ,efore :ex- I

pressed. ' I I , '

Luz drew h r chair closer. "Don't ~ou kno~ that she
has always want d her daughter to marj Nicola:~? If ;you
had waited muc longer," whispered L 'z, "Quif~ sabe?"
With that remar she put her shawl ove her head, .as Jlhe
walked toward"t edoor. "I will come ba tonigh)t." "
, After the f mily ~had finish~ their supper lof beans,
,coffee and tortill s~ some slight joy in a I their breasts at
,having Inez wit them, ev~n though sic , they s~t around
the bright fire i Inez's room quietly dis ussing the neigh­
borsand their a airs. At nine o'clock Lu came irl. One by
one the family g t up and went into the ext r?a

l
: After ,

they had' trailed ut, Luz closed the door and bl- out the
candles that wer on the table. From u der her hawl.she
brought ~~rth a edi~m sized pap~r bag which ~he placed
on the floor by th chaIr she was .gOIng toToccupy. i Then she
carefully folded er shawl and put it at the foot qf the bed.

i
Seat~ng herself b fore the fire, she sa;id, 'lCome closer, Inez,
I want you to w tch me very closely." ~ustingf her hand
into the bag, she took_ out three red "ChilT_'~s_'" and with great
care broke off th stems. Next she' procerted to remove the
seeds very ging rly, in or4er nQt to br' k the pods, and
after this she nded these to the other woman, to whom
she motioned fill them with some alt that she had
brought. Inez, 1rem~lin_g with'iXitem nt, filled the_ ,pep­
pers. Luz, notiCIng that Inez wor ed w th shaking ha:m.ds,
went over to the bed and took 0 e of th blankets to wrap
around her.,

"Now thro
second one mus
longer see the a

r
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thrown in until t .' ashes of the... s~condhave. mingled with .11

the wood ashes." Inez tlirew the "chile" into~ t~ heart .of .,
the _fire; it sputte ed, hissed, then burned, eand finally lost'· g

its identity. The second one, however(seemed to 'burn 1
more slo~,ly, but :. nally its glO.Wil•..•ng shell. succu.~bed to .the."... ':I"!
heat of the fire a' d followed the fate of the firSt. It was '

.~ " ' - . , ,- .• _. i_.

some time before t e third caught fire. Luz ben.t over in the •
chair nearer. the ames, With her eyes fixed '6n the object :.
ju'st thrown in. I· ez sat th~re, -her teeth chattering in spite ~
of the he~vy cover around her, while Luz murmured inaudi.:. . ,
ble phrases with h .r eyes fixed oJ). the fire. NoW there was a . ~

c~ackUn~ and OSPI. :n.g in the .p.~es; the firelight gr.. ew': cl.
dIm while the "c. Ie" gleamed ~ faIntly. Luz. clasped her
hands, her fac;ta a strange ~100.k Suddenly, outfroD;l the I '
dying embers leap d a n1:onstro;~s black cat. It 'gave, one. f [.
jump, and disappe' red' through ~he closed willdow int6 the 1!
darkness. '; ~.," ',! . ,.1

Inez broke in a dripping[ perspiration;' she we~t to ~
her '~ed exha;usted~ a.nd, fell int+ a sound sleep ~lmos~ im-' 1
medIately, the firs~ nIght's rest ~ many years'that had not 'l
been disturbed by ~ series of hovible dreams. : . ~

The next ,revenlng, ,at nine, tjhe same plan was foll~wed I,'

as on the evening :before. The~ same monstrous- blacR. cat ~
made 'its ~ome~ta*,.appeara~c1without leaving any tfa.ce. ~.1
O.n t~e third nIgh~ when ~uz crme, she. seemed somefhat l'
dIsturbed. i . Ii '" ·1'1

. "Inez'- if,the crt jumps out~of ~e fire again ton~t" I 'I'
WIll not be able t~· help you." g SIlently, the two. wqmen ~.

watched the flames as they, slofly consumed the i>od~. " A t - f(

flare of'light threw fantastic sHadows on the whitew shed. . d

walls. The glow .from the fire ~isclosed the stra.ined! look I.
on the faces of the two~sittingi~ ,the semi-darkness. When i
the third "chile" was thrown in"lo the fireplace, the silence. ~

bec~me tense; Luz was rapidl~ ~lur.muring the magic wfrds-,l
whil.e Inez held the blanket t.Igh~l~ around her~ her SU111.,.,ken I
brown eyes gleaming with ail un: sual brightness. How~ver,

the flaines did !lot :grOW di~ as ~n the precediIl;g night$; as ',' '
. . '. [, 1

'I •

J
.' f

..
;
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for the sacrifice, it slowly crumbled a d could be· seen no
more. Both women leaned back in thei chairs, completely
worn out by their ordeal, but a sigh of rJIief expressed their
feelings more genuinely than any words could possibly h~ve

done. {,'
"Tomorrow we must go to the ch rch and thank our

Blessed Mother that it was not too la 'to cure'you." So,
with a whispered goodnight, Luz left th house.

In the course of th~ following mo eng, Inez wasrelat­
ing the experience of tire past three nigh to the family, and
how ~uz told her that Tomasa could 0 y harm her if'she ,e

accepted "sopa" from her; once she ref sed, the evil person
would never come",to her again. .

At the end of the two weeks, Nicol s and Inez were on
their way home, a happy and grateful couple. . They had
been in the house but a few minutes, w en Tomasa walked
in with a covered bowl. f'. I _"

"Inez," she croakedl"take some of t~e 'sopa' that I have
brought you; it will give you strength." T .

"Gracias, I wili put it where it w~n'tharm anyone."
Inez gingerly took the bowl and threw ,t out into the field.
The ugly, pock-marked face became hIdeous with anger.

. I
The woman's shoulders drooped and she seemed to become
smaller, as she~alkedaway, tremblingrl ith emotion. Inez
was not afraid any more, because she knew the, creature

, ,
would never enter the house again. ' . ,

.Several times during the night In~ was awakened by
the sound of someone sobbing and moanrng in the meadow..
She knew it was La Bruja lamel}ting th~~oss of her power.

I
I
i
i
i
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, , New Me~1cana , :~. . 1
T ~E sancerest literature d~ not al~ay~ find its; way I­
. Into the re~lat: channels~ of pubheatIon. Perr.on~.

J~urnals, lette:s, dlar~es, 'frequ~tly h?ld. ~o~ments of i;~nQl- I
VIdual revelatIon or of se~rchivg sOCIal InsIght WO~,y, of, "j

those gr~t figures' who have, ~@en successfully artiqulate "1
in printed voh~,me after ppntJd volume. New Mex~qana l'
brings forward any worthy! rna' rial from published or' un- !

published works of-authorsr gr f t or sinall, whof~have IUved I'

in New Mexico. OrdinarlY~ the subject matter will-co,cern
New Mexico and t life of ,its .eople. :

Selections from the ~tp,~fLndum'BQok 0t Mami~l Al-
varez (born ip. AbeIgas, Kingqom of LeoD, Spain; ifmi-},
grant to Mexico ini 18~9; itt Net York City in 1823, ~ving 1',
arrived there from Hava~a; is~ued United States Patfport I
in 1824 by Governor McNtir, of~issouri,to engage in ¥eXi- t
can trade'; interes¥ in Santa re trade 1834-1844; ~ited f
State~ consul. 183S)-1846.,i servitg ~ diploma~ic age ~ for1' '
Amencan reSIdents dunng Te~n-Santa Fe dIsturb ,ce of~

1841; granted. Un~ted S~tesci~iz~nship at St. Louis,:! l\1:~y~
4, 1842; appoipt U. S. Comnlkrcial agent--'at Santa Fe on

j
!

March 18, 18416; a tive. in orgapiza.tion of "lstaoo" ass~~IY I
of 1850, and elec, heutenar¢ governor .of New M\exlcot I"

-in this year; s~rv as gQvern~t·,in the absence of GOvfl"no:+ '
Henry Connel1y i 1.850:; engafed in .~ispute'wit~ C*loneli :'

: Monroe over prov, Clal'fstate" land mlhtary eS~bhs~e~tsJf"
before territomal . overnment l blished in 1851; a sdholarf
of CO.~Siderabl~ ?-+, Obs ~er rnational ~air~; aut I,or.oJ! .
a serIes of artIcles pu Ished ~l a magazIne In M .. rId I

,greatly belovejd by the, r eople lb,f anta Fe, and wh ~.•. ev:e;
else known). I ; I l: r

The Memfprafl,dum 'ook o~ Manuel rez, pres:' rve4
in the archive~.. ofl the Htstoric~n SOCiety..• 6f New Mex ~o; i$.~
a Commonpla¢e Book co. taini ig (as he writes in S ~nisrl

t. ' ! " ,I l
on the cover j'l!st ~p-ove t e da f Dec~mber 28, 1834) '1ISOm'¢

! [2450 'I ~
!.. t 1,1 •
" I. I

! :I' r~'j ~

! , . ~

J.r
L

.1

, I

~ ,
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discourses, phrases, m~xims, reinedies,and notes, copied'
from various works which. it is useful to have at hand." ,The
greater part of the book is in Spanish but there are passages
excerpted in French and Latin and a great many comments
and quotations in EnglisH. 'The names of' Cervantes, Burke,
FontenelIe, Rochefoucauld, Plato, Roberti Walpole, Alexan-

I

der Hamilton, Fenelon, Junius, Cowper~ Carlyle, Tacitus,
Sir Walter Raleigh, and Alexander Pope lappear among his
sources, and many quotations unacknowledged would per­
haps find their way into the worksl of ~ome of these, his
acknowledged intellectual creditQrs. Nev~rtheless, much in
the notebook is without any doubt odginjal,from perfunc­
tory jottings about the weather to definit~ons of 'virtue and
recipes for happiness. "One could piece o~t a social philoso­
phy for the man, which perhaps would account for the love
arid friendship of his acquaintances andj townspeople, by
merely placing together his choices fronl ~he poets, philoso­
phers, and novelists. The choice of a long ,paragraph from
Bulwer Lytton's Mal~rever8, descriptive lof the plight of
lovely Alice Darvil, oppressed -by father" betrayed by' Mal­
trevers, scorned by society, is perhaps ret>resentative of a
human sympathy in Alvarez which went b~yond the conven­
tional patterns of social thought in his day~ It is interest­
ing; too, as a mark of the beginnings of a) social viewpoint
in England, and apparently echoed in f~r New Mexico,
which has culminated iIi Havelock Ellis \and Judge Ben
Lindsay. . \

"Now Alice might have. been mo:Ulded\ into sinful'pur­
poses before she knew Maltrevers; but fr~m that hour' her
very error made her virtuous; she had coPtprehended, the
moment she loved, what was meant by female honor; and by ­
a [sudden] revelation, she had purchaseflrpodesty, delicacy
of thought and soul, by the sacrifice of herself. Much of
our mo~aIity (prudent arid right upon syste~) with respect
to the first false step of WOlnan, leads us, as we all know,
into barbarous errors, as to individual exceptions. Where
from pure and confiding love, that first false step has been
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: Full Issue

Published by UNM Digital Repository, 1932



". ..--r---.-~.----m.---. ,_.. ..... u------1, l'
taken, many a ~!lman" h¥ been ~aved'1n after life, frt.n 4
thousand temptations. The po:- uufoitunates who clfPwd
ou~ streets and theate:t;s, have. ~ reliin the' first ins~c1
been corrupted (by love;b tby p :verly, and the co~tagi~of
circumstance alld exampl. It i ~ a miserable cant phr~e t;
caIl them"the victims of "educti 'n; they have been the~ivicl­
tims of hunger; of vanit~, of CUi:osity, of evil female crun~l
sels; butthe se.!l•.• uction of! love h .rdlY ever conducts to ~•. lif
of vice. If awqman has <rnce re !l y loved, the beloved o~joo

makes impenetrable ba9"iers between her'and other rnenh
their advanc.p.s ;.: terrify ard revd,J._t: She would rathe I dij,... .1
than be unf.aItHful even F a mm9ry. Though man 1 v~ I

the sex, womanl.•. loves onlr thei,: iVidual.; and the mor 1:81,loves him, the rpore cold ~he is / the spe~ies. For thE}' a .
sion of woman ~s in the ~entime t.., the fancy, the heart~ '.
rarely has muc~ to do "iith the Jcoarse .,images· with which
boys and old, rqen-the Inexpe ~nced and the worn-olt+
connect it·"l J .; .' l ~
. That New 1Mexico.~l:lould bo: st a citizen in 1834 wtos~

literary tastes :waraIIeled.ithose' , the best read contin~~~
gentlemen, Spapish or :¢nglish,! is fortifying against ithue
idea that the w~despreadldomai jof the. province was fl'o~'- "
tier. A centu111 ago'~1 Mexic; ~s, as it is today, a ' Ill­
plex medley of ~ophistica~onand;simpIiCity, of learning! mr
illiteracy, 9f "r~cos" and .~he abj ,tly ~oor, of old world I fi~­

esse and dup!iqity besid pione;r. ~rudity and fran esf
. The notebook 0] Alvarez eflec his- state of the count~' in
- ,,:hich he lived.! Beside.. n obse ,ation of Plato on the Ii~-­
mficance of geometry WI I fall ~ . emedy for a cough or t~

treatment of h.y~,.. roPhobi . Libe.~ I in hI..S reIigI·ous thO!'.ht.,"
unprejudfced in! viewing he fau ~ of Spanish and En ',ish
alike, delighted Iby homelwisdo; and the humor of si 'uJ.

. tions (especially the marriage s jtu~tion, which he hi 'el~
did not share), adealistic !about ~ men and thinking as ~'eii
as possible of nian, Man~el Alvaiez is entitled 'to a distli.nq­
tive place amorlg the :pineteent~j centurY citizens of Ntew

l
,

f I 'I"' Air \~~.Mexico. <l1 'I I ..- Ii ~
,~I ' j

I : I:.: . ·1, .. J....I 1 : '{
t 1 I I
! ~ ! ~

I il I --t
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A man may be judged by' the thoughts of his heart. I

These are the thoughts of which Alvarez kept a record:

Selections from the uMemorandum Book"
..;..0

An empty purse is fit only for melancholy to dance in.

Tenets in religion is like the cammomile ~ the more you
tramp upon and oppress it, the more it thrives and extends.

A kiss is but a touch and a touch does no harm.

A bright consummate flower, seems commonly to be
near its end.

Virtue strengthens in adversity-moderates in pros~

perity-.guides in society-and entertain~ in solitude.

It would be improper in speaking of the Mexican mili­
tary not to notice especially their excellent bands of music.
The Spaniards transplanted their love and taste for. this
beautiful science to Mexico.

I have thus spoken of the causes of Mexican adversity;
let me go further. It has been a difficuI! thing to make the
Mexican believe that they possess any other Kind of wealth
than money or mines. It was difficult to ,make them under­
stand that they were poor' in the midst of gold and silver,
and that the wealthiest nations were England and Holland,
the one without a precious mine in her soil, the other re­
deemed from the washes of the ~sea.

Trifles make the sum of human likings.

. There are so many indefensible and nameless and, not
to be named causes of dislike and aversio~ and disgust in the
matrimonial state that it is always impossible for the public
or the friends of the parties to judge bet:ween man a~d wife.

Innocence is better than repentance.

To say little, and perform, much is the characteristic of
a great mind.
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T~ere is Ii1 surer Jgn of &iWeak head than & ljll~l~
depraVIty of heart. . 1- ~ -:!' ~ ~ i[, 1 .

The pain b,f keePihg as' et" is greaW than. il','tij,,e
pleasure of hearkng it. i _ . I ,I

t I I ., .,

A woman'siheart is said to ;~" i ~ a fiddle; it requ~r~~
a beau to play UjPon it. ~" -. I ' ,

On pointa ¥ faith ~t sensel~s bigots fight. He ~~'t
be wrong whos~ life is i1 the, right -. ':1

1

'1-'
Men maY,1I e fool~, Ibut, fool',l, they cannllt die. . 1:,J,
Non-commi 1. A~ old woptan was asked what,I~;e

thought of .one ef her n ighbors iy the name of Jon~, ,lid
with a very knolwing I k repliedl "Why I don't l,ik~ to IF4Y .
a~ything ~bout Imy nei~hb?rs, b,t as

o
~ Mr. Jones, sO~f­

tImes I thlnk al'.\d, then agam I dr't know; but after a~,lI
rather guesshe~p turn obt to,be ~good deal the sort of·~4n
I took him to bel" I'~ ~ . IL.l1 ',~' I~ I

The. imaginfLtion.may be a v~lcano . l' f.
Whl1e the lfart lS ~n Alp of tee, Ii t
"N,ever st~fe the wi.~ of yoqr, b~om even with a b ~qs.-

80m," says a Hljldu rna iip. !. I I, J
A man ask~'his f end why ie, bE1ing a birge man ~~­

self, had marrieil so sm 11 a wifi "~, friend," said ti,;e,.'
"I thought thatrou known 'r,.1At ~.,f all evils we sh ~,'I,d
chose the least."I. ' ~! . 'l

He that plants tr ,1~Ves otbers besides himself.: i j

Education-tIt. i~' comp~n Which ~o misfo IJ~
can depress-nOi chme 'estroy, n() enemy ahenate, no 118­

potism enslave, ~t'hom~ afriend'labove an introductionl;JD .
solitude a solacEi in soc·ety an oryamen.t. It chastens v ;_
it guides virlue;lit give at once ~ grace and governmen ~
genius. < ,I . I, ~ If - ~ \' I

, Favorites a~e like sun-dials ~ no one looks at the i lif
they ar~ in the s~ade. I .!
.' 1\. I.' .l) :]

• II I,j
I ~ '\, I'(_ rL 1,1

I ,~~ IT
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A man without some care in his mind is like. a vessel
without ballast. It cannot remain upright.

Dh what a world of vile, ill favoured faults,
, ? ~

Looks handsome in three hundred pounds a year.

Those who know it don't write, and those who write
know nothing of the matter.

I

Happiness is in the taste; not in the· thing; and we are
made happy by possessing what ourselves I !ve; not what
others think lovely.

J
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WHY T.~E RABBIT'S T :._ I~ IS~ SH.ORT • 'jj.,

'. By! JOE A. PEDRO . Laguna) I

ONCE there was~a rabbit who, w lIe ~oaming through t~
green wogds ,uddenly came 1a river. Th,ere~e m"t

an alligator and b~ing a wise rab ,.t, said tQ t};le alligai~'"
~,that there are more rabbi~ t

ii
n ~liga~rSalong t ,I

But the allig~\tor refused to s. f yes. _ ",i d

So the alliga~r said, "There. j';e more allIgators ~~t
rabbits alon~ this. pank." j , . l:1

So the rabbit Fold the alligator1j;o call all~the alligatot~
, and line them up llcr.oss the river '0 that' he might coujlj;

them, jumping upon the backs of eah as he went across tlJIt
• " ./ j ,frIver. . ~ - 1il

The alligat9r, call",ed ·all the at ~eralligatQrs'and lin&f.
them up across the ;river. The rabpi, began c9unting, jU~~
ing on the back of leach alligator as e went across, but~
fore he got tothe other end, he laug :00 while on the back 'pi
the las~alligator.As.he made a jU:~1 p f~r the ba~k on tf#
other SIde, the l~st :j1-11lgator snappe 11 at him ~nd bIt. part Pt
his tail off, and/that is why the ra - .. 's tail is short. i

. '4'~ ~. I
WHY ~AREAFRAI:IOF W~~VES ' I i

. '~;;~OFILA LUC~O; Taos)' ,. f 1
• , . Ii I

ONCE upon' a time ther~ was a d ~ r fam!ly:;who lived· ~~
the foot of a :ploun~ln ne~r th~IRed nver.·' I i
A few ·miles above, theiXl, in a ~bave in the mountaih~

there.lived a famI.·Iy of wolves. Th';: were very happy f.p~
they had meat to eat every d~y. ,I . ' . I 1.

One morning the mother deer ~i.went to see th~ cot~ ,
. fields to see if the .com was ready to~e h~rvested. v i. i....

In the meantIme the dangerous ~.'amI1y ffom above ha<1.,
decided to go to the ,ot of the ~ot.:;.tain to ..see who livf9.. '
there. . . ill' i ~

. [ 251 ] r:' i jl
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The mother deer returned to her you~g. nes and! told
. I •

them that the corn was ready to be harvested. They aU sat
down to dinner and as they were eating the yo ngest ot' the
family smelled something which frightened ~ Th~ all
jumped out doors to see whQ was coming. Th y saw some..
thing coming down the hill. As they got cl er they~ saw
that it was the wolf family come down to make friends~with I
them. Finally they made friends with the w f family.

For many days they were good .friends amd their !chil­
dren use~ to play hi~ing when the family atove us~ to .
come to visit the deer. i.... '

The mother deer told her children, "If I~' ever kJilled
and the wolf brings you meat to eat, first put it n to balk at
the fire, and if the meat gives a sound l~ke a hisper t)lree
times, that means I am killed, and don't try to e~themeat."

One day the mother wolf and her childre came dpwn
to visit the deer family. The wolf asked the other (leer I

. to go down to the river for a walk, and so theY.'falked down
to the river. As the mother,d.eer stooped doWn 0 drink~ the
wolf jumped and caught her by the thlliRt, d so ended

I ' . :

the deer. .
That evening the mother wolf brought th

young deer. When they put it o-n the- fire to ook it gave
a sound like a whisper three ti~es and they kn w that their
mother was dead. .: I I

When the mother wolf took the meat to th ir cave,] 'the
little wolves were left at the house of the dee family.;:

One of the wolves· asked the older why th ir hair lVaS'

so pretty. The deer told him the reason their hair wa~ so
pretty was that their mother always locked th m in wlere
there was a lot 0] smoke; that smoke would tur the wollVes'
hair as white as snow.~ !

The deer got corn 'tobsand started a fire a d lockedj the
, little wolves in and shut every hole so the sm ke woul€ln't
esc~pe. The deer stayed outside ready to run way.~ey

told the wolves that they would have to stay s ut in a ¢er­
tain length of time. The deer ran away, but fir t they rn]ade

• I
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THE HUNTER GIRL AND THE GIANT SS
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;j ~

tracks in every direction so that the rhother wolf would nli
" ! ,\

know which way they had gone./ ' , I-
The little wolves died from the s¥10ke in 'a few hoursl

, When the mother wolf retuniM ~ the home of the de4r ~ ~
and opened the door the smoke camel out so thick that sRe

, I '

couldn'~ see, but finally she went insi1e and f()Undher little'
ones lYIng dead. ' i '.

She tried to track the deer but they had gone to their
uncle at White Lake" where he lived( in the middle of t~e .
lake. Here tpey were safe from the wolf.' , 1 .

. "" l
i

,,~,

By JUAN ARAGON (~u~blo, Laguna ~
. . . t:

T ·HE people of Laguna once livedol:l the w , t bank of tfe
San Jose river, southwest of wher the town nqw

stands. There lived at that place a, m and,hihife wfo
had a;n only daughter. ' . ,J

It was the custom for all the boy;, of the different fanti­
lies to go out on certain days in winter to kill rabbits., Ope,
day the girl told ,her parents that she was going rabijit
hunting. She said; "I am only a girl, but I' believe I'c~

~

. kill as many rabbits as any of the\boys;" 1
She started on the rabbit hunt and succeeded in killi*g

a number of rabbits. Getting tired, she stopped in a cave
on the north side of the small r,nountain a~ou~.. ·tthree mil~
$Outhwest of Lagunaf to rest and to cook a ~aJLbi~ for hFr
dinner., About that time an old giantess appeared on t¥,e
scene, attracted by the scent of· the roasting .rabbit, a4d
spoke to the girl. She was very much frightened at the,huge
being. The giantess was as big as a monntain. Her mouth

. '. g

was several yards wide. She told the ~girl that she was alfo
hunting but had n9t succeeded in ca~hing any game. S:pe
asked the girl for a rabbit. The'g1rl, threw her a rablbt
which she swallowed at one gulp, then called for anothdr,·• 1 ,1

and another, and another, until. they were all gone. The~.

giantess then told the girl that she wanted more. The ~rl ,
I ~.

!
I

, I-

l
! .
t
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took her clothes, one garment at a time, and t ew them to
the giantess. The giantess then said that she as ioirlg to

I
eat the girl. !

The cave that the girl was in was so s II tha~ the
giantess could get neither her hand nor her he d into it~

The girl began to scream. and cry. T two bltave
brothers who were in the moun~ins east of th Rio Grande,
heard her crying and ·said"to each other,"Li ten! I hear

. I

some one of our people crying; let us go and ee what the
trouble is." !

They started and soon arrived at the pla~el and f~und
the old giant woman pounding on the openin~ of the Fave
with a large stone, making marks which are. BIll to be I.seen
on the stone. j

She spoke to them, saying, "My grandso s, wl)at are
you doing?" , I- J;

"Gh, we are hunti~g rabbits," they repliefi. . '
"What nice spears you have, and what sh rp points."·
"Yes," said the brothers, "you can see t em bett¢r if

you stand up 'and turn your hea4 a littlE} to on side."!
-As she was about to stand up they threw their s~ears

and each struck her in the neck and killed he They ~hen

cut her opeD! and took out the' girl's clothes, nd returned
, I

them to her. They then cut off the giantess' he d and tlilrew I

it over to the southwest, where it now iies, tu ed to stone.
This stone is now known as the giant's face. f '

The brothers threw the heart to the north, 'nd it stands
in the shape

r
of a ~ill northeast of LagUna, 0 the ro~d to

Paquate. That hill is known as "Giant's Hea." i

After thrQ'wing--the parts of the body, the rothers ~ent
out a~d ~lled a: great number of rabbits for he girl, !then
too~'her Home. ~

, .
I,

r )
I
j-
,-
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By Readers of THE QUARTERLY
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"EDUCATIONAL ENDS" I
Dear Editor ,of The QUARTERLY: . II -' ' 1'
D EAN Knode's articl~ on "Educational ~~sm is as lit

, table for"what he tunts at·as for what he,pp'enly statef.
, . There is a place ,for science in education, but the pl~ .

"it is to serve is that of a means to an end, and should not*
the end itself. We are living in a scientific .,age, and. th~

, '! : , l
great urge i~ to copy the scie~tist., . W!!. feel ~hat we havr
done somethIng commendable, ~If we can oldY[ atnalyze som~
thing, e~ami'ne it through a micr~cope, diss~t it, or gath,.
some statistics on it. The scientists are the group who ha~
really'done something; so the rest of us.hasten· to 000*
their procedures. The educand, however, cannot be di~­

sooted, microscoped, or analyze in test tubes with soh~­
tions, so the educationists m are em loying the 'remainin~..
scientific ·procedure-gathet;.ng. huge I ts of statistics. L~

'. us wish them-luck! But, after all, statis and all the tesU~

, so far devised, are the.JaP~licationof the scientific methoit
to school accounting, buildIng, costs, publicity methods, sut­
vey methods, measurements, and the like, touch hardly mo~
than the edge of the problem" namelly the organization ana
the administration of education~ With these'means of edll:.'
cation we are too largely"concerned. today. We are mechmf­
izing education to such an extent that the classroom teacher
must devote so much of her time-and energy-tO giving an~ ,
marking various kinds of tests, to making out reports, daily
and monthly, that she ~as very littler. time left in which ti>

, think on what and. how she is goin1r: to teach. Nor does s~~

, have much time left out'\.of the SChOO.',.1 day fo:. the f~ncti.o~"
of teaching after she h~ examined.teeth, tonsIls, andhal~;
'has seen her plans knoCked awry by visits of supervisor ~.'

and has made her semi..paily report~ to the truant officer. II',i '.' !
~

1, THE NEW MEXICO QUARTERLY, May., ~932'j " if.
[ 255 ] ! if. .

I,
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These features af routine--the contribu ion of tience
to education-have their values, to be slire, but, af raIl,
they are not themselves the ends of educatio. The cbool
day needs to be Ierigthe~ed, if the teacher i to be 1b1e to
do all these chores and, in addition, do a litt teachi".g. .'

The age of the Sophists (the teachers of that ag~) was
also a great era of publication.' Bulletins ere prepared,
like our government bul~etinsf on every sub ect undfr the
sun, -from how to spank a baby to how to hu wild animals
with dogs. The educational procedure was r uced b1these
educationists to a senes of formulas. They were "rrlodern­
education," "enriching the curric~"pu ing eduhttion .
on a scientific basis," "re-evaluatIng the im ense m~s of

I

faiths, beliefs, traditions, superstitions, custo s, and /habits .
which now serve as the framewor~of educate nal prap1iice."
In their enthusiasm for contemporaneity, thy also searned
what the past had to off~r, and tried to sub titute "fracti­
cal subjects" like Cynegetics (hunting with dogs) f0r cuI':

• , I .

ture of the past. The principal result of the : oveme*t was'
a materialistic philosophy of life and a woe ul, !owet1:mg of
morals. ' j

Dean Knod~ does not proclaim. it fro the hoJsetop,
but apparently believes that a teacher sh uld -pos~ess a
broad foundation of knowledge and of cult reo He Irefers
to the opinion of many students in te~cher ' colIeg~s' that
faculties of such institutions are poor teache s. OneIwould
naturally think that the teacher~ of futur.e teherso~ght to
be good teachers. There must be somethIng- rong WIth the
system of education, if those who have con entrated their
efforts on education, and have taken several egrees ill' edu-
cation, are still poor teachers. , .' t .

The writer of this review has had n acquaiintance
, I

with teachers' colleges, but he has taken se eral courses in
I

education in a large university and has dis overed tp.at, in
that particular university, the best teache s of ed~cation

had s~ecialized in o:ther fields before, takin~ up edu~ation.

CertaInly- the worst teacher he has ever enc untered In five

I
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Some of the preceding observations a e restatements,
of Dean Knode's opinions, as they appeare to the present
writer, and others are elicited by 'his articl. If any of the
foregoing statements do not meet with ac eptance, let the
reader cr~dit them to the undersigned.

LY.NN B. MITCHELL, Albuqu rque, N. M.

"A SCIENTIFIC BASIS FOR HU ANISM" "

Dear Editdt of the QUARTERLY:

One reads Dr. Hewett's essay-"A Sc entific !3asis for
Humanis.m77l.-with respect, but with so thip-g of mixed
j udgment~ I cannot agree tllat he has su eeded in propos,,:
ing a satisfactory definition for humanism; for the pr-oposed
definition begins, "Humanism is a field of' nowledge ... '"
and humanism certainly is ·/not that. It i , in my opinion,
an attitude, a point of view, a philosophy of life; and any
Sati,,5factory definition must apply the diff rentiae to one of
these genera. To render the definition stU more conflusing,
Dr. Bewett has, towards the end of his a ·cle, pled for the
restoration to the curriculu;m of the' hu nifies-a term

.cognate with humanism; and here the te

r
appareniJIy has

its traditional m.eaning, ~Ise one could not spea:k of restor(!,-
tion. '. . ' ,

If the' definition is defective, one caf.not be sure that
hu;mani,sm has been supplied with a seie,tific basis merely
by being considered synonymous with so ial anthropology.
Still less can one feel assured that anyth ng has been done
towards the disarmament of the parties who wage battle
around the :flag of humanis;m. The fight I es iIi the realm of
relative values; the con~est.ants.~ared~ver~ent attit.udes· ; and
the divergencies will alw.a:ys exist. .

In spite of these shortcomings, I bel eve that the essay
has great value from the point of viewyff practical educa-'
tional philosophy- if pra~tical philoso.p,~ is not itself too
much a paradox! Not only have we aimely assertion of .

1. THE NEW M~:x;co QUAJATF.RLY. May, 19:12,
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. the spiritual values ite.eIu~tion,tand a. striking cl~im ~or .
the pl~ce of th~ ~on-u~htarlanelrmentsof ~he c~lcul~m,1
but sbU more lmport$.nt even than these thIngs IS the pro- t
test against the pres~nt chaotic~d unrelated condition of J
our college cUrriculufn,even ~in the related fields! of f.­
man's consciollsactivities; and the demand for practical!
co-ordination within these nelda. f Within the field .of pjure i
thought,. to, be sure, philosophy~,.. ~y ,undertakes llO-ot,',di- ','
nation; but in the. ,practical taskv1~urricular reorganiza~on I
,almostnotlting bas been done.' fhether ~e CCHlrdina~,,'ng,I'
agency be called,anthropology Of. something else, tbei.OO- j
mand for co.ordination is impera:~ve. Our wandering tits 1
may weB be caH~hotpe, and fore~d to stand still and 'suItv'ey ,
the world from the point of _viet of man's efforts at ~elf..
expression. Dr. Hewett hWJlsou~edthe call with vigor )8.nd
clarity. ~ / - I,

, r.G P'S . '.... , ~. • • HANNON,
'... -.~ Albuquerque, N. M.

F
J

RANDOM THOU'GHTS' bN "TRADITION" ;
. ; .

'Dear Editor of the QUARTERLY: ~.
s '

. ,Traditions ,~, I suppose~ d~irable in college~, 'al- ,
though that remains to be establIshed as a belief. WhE#ther "
or not they are,"desirable, the f8,;,ct is obvious that the)j,,' are I
sought after, that they arE!' obeY~!i, that they seem'desirable ~

to college.stud~nts. ~,~ 1 I
The discussion carried, on in several issues of· the 1

, , QUARTERLY ila~ b~en interestint- in-the points.of vie~' elu- l'

. cida~~tion, custom, use-thl texture of these wJils is I
like that of, damask after man;l~earsof ri~e, soft and fOrB l_
and smooth. Gentle words the~ are. ,i!' 1

The editor of" the Manch~8ter GuardJian recently r~ ~

marked in a le~er, ~hat Ameri:E~ns have ~o tradition. i; • I.
Does he Know, I wonder, . f the senous; sober, tragl- i

comic effort of the youth of t ,\ C~ges of the coun~'to f
create traditions? ~ ;, I'

~\ '~~>
I

il; I'!;
i~ ~

1
'1: ~
',i, I
:' i
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. At a certainWestern .university tie student CGuncil
has organized a committee for the creati~n of college tradi­
tions. A bit pathetic, that reaching after! the atmosphere of
age in an institution, yet s1limulating. I~e.frect, the student
body said, HIf we haven't any traditions, let's make some."

Perhaps part of the desirability of' aditions in ~ilege
lies in the fact that the students, many o~ them living aw:ay
from home for the first time, need som~thing to take the
place of the autht>rity and security of home.

College traditions help to g"We that sense of security.
If the student does as other students do, if he clings to the
body of. traditions, he gridually gets himself some sort of a

. I"

rock to cling to in the 'vast, swirling overwhelming sea of
life into which hie has b~n flung. I. '

As' 'he develops what thinking powt!r he may develop
dnring his college career, his attitude ~oward his college
traditions is likely to undergo a changel.

Where he first embraced, he may eortte only to tolerate.
As he be~~mes stronger in his mlental functioning,

less and less wTIl his reliance be placed .,i~ a mass of tradi.
tion, in any gr~up-thinking. .~

That stage, however, is reached by fbw. To the others
college traditions will perhaps always hol~ their importance.

IRENE FISHER,
Albu.querque, N. M.

•'"
HA PSYCHOLOGIST'S EXAMINATION 'OF

SCIENTIFIC METHOD"

Dear Editor of the QUAIf,TERLY:

Is psychology science? The question is ambiguous and
therefore unscientific.

Is psychology a b.ra:nch of physical science?That ques- .
tion is definite. Physical science is that fl:eld of knowledge
which deals with those events and those only whose descrip­
tion is possible in terms of measurements made w,ith meas- ..
uringrods and clocks. .
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The irp.pressioo.left by M~.· Page's essay in the ;!~ay . j'
issue of THE ~EWMEXiC~ ~~TERLY is that its aqthor ,I,
does regard p~cll019gy as ~ pt~ical science but doe$ n~t ,
accept the defimtionn have just~'given. . '. . . I
. What is·Mr. Page's definiti~n of the "science" he i$ dis- ' ..'
cussing? The ~.UScien.'t~sts': Who~ared so illi;n The Faq~~ of' t'
the Farmer a~, the , c'tent~8t8 cJ;n hardly Ihave 'been ph~lcal '~.
scientists.: Th~ ter, "Univers" 1 Solvent" is meaningless.!i
Possibly that is w .t The Fabl

J
means.' But why drag in I

the Farmer? He di not think' .' ' e idea of a "Universal Sol- il

.. vent" was me;;min~ess. The iable sees irrelevant ~ the / ~ "
. questionraiseq iIi te es~ay. I ! 1

In giving: quo · tions fro IKarl Pearson, Wolfe~ and
others, Mr. Page seems some ~mes to ~ve ,confuse4 the q
issue, sometimes to hav;e mis the point. When l'Karl

I j I"

Pearson says Ithat~;SCience "d :cribes" but does notW"ex-

plain," that iti..••1giV ' the "how" ~':and' not. the "'W. .hy" Of.~.•. Phy-
'sical ·events, ¥s p "·nt is that·; physical science the i~ues-

tion. "how?" has ~ aning, whi,e' "why?" has no meaiping.
~ ._ • .+ hi

In speaking o~ scie tific events lco!iversationally, we 'aU ask
"why?'~and wh,: atisfied vt.ht.n the "causes" of ev~n1B a~
named, but-not SI e the m~ of Hume has the Id~ of,
"cause" had a Isatis ct stat~s in."physical sciencel' ',I

It is othe~wi.se.rn Philosopt-possibly also in psr.,chOI- J..!..,
,ogy. In that!~.• psycholo ! ,must be more than ~mere ~i

physical sCienfe.. o In the Philo ppkical Review for. sep." tem- . Ji

per, 1931, there IS paper by j. W. Gotshalkr, entitle~ "9f ~
the Nature ana Definition of a: use." Its ~uthor say~ "the' i~
definition of ~ ca\lse which I ropose is, this: that a !~ause . J
is that ch~ngr (or state) w.·; h is ex!ste~tiallY-"i. Jr·, at i

, least spatlo-utmpora~ly...:...e~ntl j ous WIth anp.• ther ~F.nge !

(or state), apd whIch bnng~ about, under. the cIfcum­
stances, the existence or the oc~rrenceof the other cltange
(or state) -tJlu,.slatter h.eing ~lledthe effect.?" ,i! J

~ rTo my driticism that thIfr was mere tautolo~,. the t·
author haS re~l~ed at some len~h, and in his 'reply,saylr' that i . '"
one of the fektures which cO~$titute an entity a capse is l

! ij' 'I. 11'

I ~. i.Ji.

t ~ 'I

r I ;: 1,1I ~ /' 4.

r
1
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this, that it is an occurrence which "necessitates a 8U~se­

quent occurrence." What is that b~t more tautology?
In refusing the name of "science" to "fields of com...

pletely organized knowledge," Singer does not refuse the
name of science to "description of events." To think that
he aoes is to misunderstand the meaning of scientific de...
scription. The object of organization in scientific descrip­
tion is prediction. By inspecting the' description of events,
the scientist hopes to discern their trend. Events are jn
time and time goes on forever., ")

Mr. Page's essay makes good reading, but it leaves one
at a loss to know ·what it is at which he tilts. His "descrip­
tion of contemporary scientific met40d arrived at by ob­
servation of the antics of scientists" (p: 110) has nothing
at all to do with science. An analogy, will make the irrel.e...
vance clE:ar: What interest would aviators find in a "de­
scription of contemporary methods of aviation arrived at
by reading the poems of aviators?" Air~en in the capacity
.of airmen do not write poems. Scientists in the capacity, of
scientists do not perform antics.

The essay confirms me in the opinion that many psy­
chologists are at sea as to th~ meaning' of physical science.

F. M'~ DENTON,
Albuquerque, N. M.

....

..
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Tie Southwester Word Box II,
. i ! . 'I.

A MERICAN-,s!1leech, like Ame~rean life, has experit$ced.
.n. rapi~ .and lstrenu?us .chang : in coveri~g. it &>nti~.ent.
·The EnglIsh o~ the PIIgnms hI ventured Into new .ays
.of life and into new territo~~ ~unlike the Stratfo~ of
Shakespeare OJ!' the London' oI~Ing James. Old PC1ples.

. have been enc+untered on thi~ Inew continent, and Euro-
. ~e:,ns 6fboth Teutonic and ROIdan~ stock have mingl~.• to

JOIn both hands and speech. InhhIs treasury or thesa,~rus
of words, we ~lish to amass a ~tore of inforinatioit al:bout
,the language o~ the Southwesterh Un.ited States~ Ame~can
English it, in -1:eneral, is, but nglish retaining vesmges.
fro~ the past ()r tr~pper~'trader,:voyageur in the Squth-rest,
actIvely awarelof the lIngo of 'vaquero and ~ow-pun~her, .
cons~antly expqsed to naturalize i and alien loan..words $rom
Spanish and I~dian speech. W~ solicit lists of Southtljest­
ernisms with Elxplanations of t~eir forms and usage. .We
are interested, las well, in place (names and stories of ,iheir
sources and 1eanings. ' The lore' of name ~~d .eollopuial
speech h~s a g~nuine romanc~. if0 region provIdes a I1cher

.stock of It than) our own. 1 I. !.. l . I
Amen.nd:. ,I' I
, I have beeh wonde~ring, for '~nstance, who first use8. the
term Amertndl for the Americ~n Indian, and whethe~ ~e
shall have to wlt.• it for the H.istorfc.,,",. oJ, Dictionary of ,AmetI ·c.an
English to be !published from the University of Chi go,
to find out. 'nhe word has beeh· called· to my attentin in
the book of Fr¢tlerick S. Dellen~augh, Breaking,the W~lder­
ness. He employs·the form generally through the boo for
the North Alin.erica:q Indian:! "those indomitable, iron­
nerved people,' the Amerinds ;t]he Norlh-American 0 yes­
terday." (Preface, p. vi). Ini a' comment oCcurrinlate

I @.

in the book, pellenbaugh write~. that the word Amen. is
"a substitate word, compounde~ of~the first ~two syl abIes
of American' and the first syl1~ble of Indifln, adopt d by
some leading etmlologists." , A;though events record d in

[263 ~ ••
I
l
j
!

I
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j
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r
Breaking the Wilderness occur so early as 1871-2, the pub-
lication date is 1904. How much earlier the ethnologists
employed the form and ·whether it appears in unprofessional .
use earlier than this date is of interest to me.

. Anglo-American:
\l

The compound noun Anglo-American is considerably
older than the deri~ativ:eAmerind. It is. not of Southwes~
ern origin, though siI!ce the middle of the nineteenth cen­
tury it has been chiefly current in this region or in respect
to this region. The wOl:d appears in the Writings (178~-2)

of Thomas Jefferson applied to the Canadians. However,
another eighteenth century author, Jedediah Morse, whose
book, The American Universal GeograpJty (1789), appeared
in the same decade, clearly explains 'I his use of the term
Anglo-America'11t as applying to Americans of English de­
scent.1 The first use of the term in the Southwest recordrld
by the New English Dictionary appears in regard to the
Angl~Americancolonists in Texas and bears the date 1842.
Eight years earlier, however, a, traveler into .New Mexico,
one Albert Pike, adventurer, Masonic organizer, poet and
man of letters, had written that there was a prairie south
of the river Arkansas "parts of it never ~roddeJ;l by the fo~t
or beheld by the eye of an Anglo-American," a statement no
doubt still supportable: The adjective, Anglo-American,
used to describe relations between England and the UIii~

States is of comparatively recent date.
•

, Gringo: .,
The word gringo is first recorded in the New English

Dictionary for the year 1884,. as it appeared in Harper's
Magazine described as a ":term of ridicule and obloquy ap­
plied to Americans throughout all Mexico." FQlk lore and
popular literature have ascribed to it a number of curious
origins. Senor Isidoro Armijo, of Albuquerque, has re­
corded one of'the current beliefs concerning gringo and the

1. I am indebted to Mrs. Bella Brodsky, of the University of Chicago, assistant
to Sir William Craigie, editor of the Historical Dictiona.ryo! American English, f~r
confirmation of the note on Morse and for supplying the note on Jefferson.

"

!
I
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I

~. .

. : i. ' 1
sin~ng of American soldiers inlthe'Mexican war. ra:p'~
lation, the storY runs: . ~ $ , i

I ~ •

In the,. year of 1846-7, +e marching song of t e, I
American soldiers in Me~co was: ".G~een Gro~·. J
the RUSh~,s, 0." The soldIE\\rs sang this song fro. f
the port qf Vera Cruz to t~e castle of Chapultep, }
-from.~mpico to Montete~. T,he words ~'Gree, '. I ,
Grow" Impressed themselv~s In such a way on th~.. ,
memory ~f the Mexicans in association with th! ~
Ameri~ that, shortly aflerward, was coined th ~
phrase Gtingo, and thus tH,e familiar word staye' I
in the M'rxican vocabulatt and in the Mexicq. 1 <,

language. !. ' ~ P /, II . "1
Seno~ AJuj0 correctly shiites the imposSibility ~, t~

truth of such ¥t origin for gridpo by quoting the foll~\vinJ '
~ords from a ~panish dictiopa1in fOUf volumes, ~ubl~shep $'

In 1781 by Far··,er Esteba~ re I r~ y Pando. Again, 1\I,Savi~
you the troubl of translating :. ;1 , i

: Str~nigers in Malaga;Je call~ gringos if theJ
1

: . 'I!' ""... '\
have a cefrtain kind of acdent which keeps theidJ

. from an e~ and natural qastilian speech, and' i~ !
Madrid tHe:same thing isJrue and-for the $8m~ I

. cause wittl particularity to1ard the Iri~~.. . : \. 1'
FiftY~nin~ years before ~~e Me~ican war, stran~erp, ~

Irish, or otheryvise, were ~lled~gringos by the Spam,h +f
Malaga and of lMadrid, a dama~lng fact to the "Green (lrow'
the Rush~,.o't s.to~, or to thelrollowing ~ew Mexic~i:folk
tale, for which I am Indebted to Mr. Arthur Campa. il 1

, . ~ 11 .\

, . Once upon a tim'e a ~ouple of Anglos ven~i, ,
tured into,'Southwestern Ttxas for the' fir5t time~1 I

'The Mexi ns were fJHioqs ~ know who thes~\ J
people were,' so they se::nt.~ httle:: boy. to spy ,01111",' j
them. When he got wlthif; heanng distance, h~:: j

listened toL,the conversationlthat was going on an~i I
heard the E,onstant repetitiq,\ll of the wor~s: Green»., ~ ({'
groves. IJater on these sam,~ Anglos returned, andll' 1
the natiV$, Inot k,nowing t;heir nationality called!; I
them Los pnngos., i q

f, ~ .

t . o~ i
• I' I
: 11 ' A

'l iV Ii,
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Efforts to associate gringo with gree appear, con­
sciously or unconsciously, in various statem nts about the
word. Lieutenant Wise, or the United State navy, in 1849
published a book "Los Gringos," the title 0 which he ex­
plains as,

the epithet-and rather a reproachful ne- used
in California and Mexico to designate th tlescend-o
ants of the Anglo-Saxon race; the definit on of the
word is somewhat similar to that of G enhorns,
in'modern parlance, or Mohawks in the d ys of the
Spectator.

George D. Brewerton, in a book called verland with'
Kit Carson, printed serially by Harper's Mag zine in 1853,. .
wrote:

The nickname "Greaser" is no comp ·mentai-y
phrase, being intended as a set-off to the 'Gringo"
-plain English greenhorn-by which th yare ac- r

customed to designate us.
i

La Enciclopedia Universal Illustrada fin s' the etymo-
logical origin for gringo. in griego, meaning , Greek," used
colloquially "hablar en gringo," to speak an unintelligible

,language. We have the same idiom in English ,when we say
a thing is "Greek" to ~s, meaning as uninte igible as the
Greek Iatyluage to most of us. La Enciclop dia finds the
phrase common in South', America wh~e t e singing of
American soldiers cali have had nothing to do ·th .it.

How to account for the phonetic change f om "griega"
to "gringo" I do not pretend to' suggest. Bia ~ 0 (Ibanez,. in
Vistas Sud Americanas (1920), volunteers the rather fanci- ,
ful notion that gringo (in spite of app~ing. the Irish or
Dutch or other non-Castilian speaking poopl in Europe).
should apply with especial force to· the Englis in Spanish
America, because it contains in its acc~nted syllable the
sound of the accented syllable of English. '

A popular legend in this state regarding 'gringos sal­
ados" seems to find v~rious interpretations, on of them re­
told by Ruth Laughlin Barker in Caballeros. She writes
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that gringos saltidos was appH;1 0 the English bec~
"strange freckles appeared to hav~ Been ' alted" freely' U~4D
thei,r blond noses." Although thi~ has pic uresque valujp,
I should like to see it supported bf1 further ~stimony. ~.

Art~ur C~pa is authori~ ~or th~~followingstate~ent cW1-

cenllng salado. i , ' I~

The, word salado (not .to j: e con~used with the I::"
idiom "tener sal") implies s ,,~ness or lack of prQ- 't
ficiency. This word may b:' appended to such II,
words as vieio, huero,MeXica~.','o; etc·., etc.," with the ~'"''
same result. 1 .I .

. This 'has a more a~thentic ~g, for the use'i,s adj, '­
t~val, and the, quality of saltinessij~or brinyness which i' d
flattering tribute to some states 1 being is a .questiona Ie
compliment to others. No doubt i~ the eyes.of the foe, e'
gringos were sufficiently unsavopry to be salado. ~ e
"freckle" account is vulnerable of the groulJ-d of the .ar
from universal presence' of freckl~s on gringos and espe­
cially on the tanned leathery couJtenances of the pione~rs
on whom the term was foisted. ~ . ' l
. 'Salado ap~ears in a ~umber ~f other~ses. It is mtn­

boned by- Doblel as applIed to hqrses which have becopte
wind-broken. The word is also r¥erred to in the voca~:u~

lary of the cowboy by Houg~.2 It rjIay or may not be worlth­
while to point ou~ Spanish SQlaria. fieaning d.regs, lees, S~I(di':'
mente An adjec~ival use or noun ~ompound could easily be
related to gringo. ~ " I

Greaser: -.. ~ .~I
~ne other w~rd I add,' riSki~,g ~,~~ loss of you.r patien' e ~

that IS greaser. A most -ent~ruhnlng story IS com .. on
among N~w Mexicans that in' 1fue days when ox-c ,rts

'. r, , ~

squeaked and scr,eeched their waY\l over Raton' Pas$, terf;m-
sters found i~ convenient ~gr.ease~h.ei~ outfits at thb .~..?R of
the steep grade before contlnulngtiJ,elr Journey. A MeXIcan
man made it a business to grease ~carts and wagofis in "~he

1. Dobie, J. Fra~k; A Vaquero of the B~8J Countru. p. 20~. 1
2. Hough. Emerson; The Storu of the cowJ;. ~

, ~ ,
~ I '.
J 1"1 .j

I I
! r
1 I, ~

Ii !
I •
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early days: After a time, he became known- the w1agon
trains as the Mexican greaser. Senor Campa' oes not'*takel
his reputation on the scientific value of this., hat a,~ar~­
dox for the unknown Mexi'can to have giv:. a slu*ring
word to his folk by deeds of kindness such' helping the
heavy Conestoga wagons '~ake the grade. . II .

I am grateful to Mrs. Austin' for the co ment i~ her
article of this .issue concerning the word Sp' .sh Colonial,

• I

a descriptive ang conveni~nt term. . M. P:l
I

I
I
!
i
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Book Reviews
~. .,

Native Tales 0/ New Mezico-Frank,:G. Applegate-Illustrated by~ the
author-Introduction.by Mary Austin-Published by J. B."Lip'pin-· "
cott Co., Philadelphia, '32-Price;$3.50'1 \

~ . ,
Not since. Plain Tales frorkthe Hills, read by thejre--

viewer as a child,. at a .. particularly iin:p~eSsionable ~ge,
has a volume of ~olk talesc,given the pleasure that Native
Tales of New Mexico has done.. " f .

:. 'I .

This book, the last work of the late Frank G.-AppleIDtte,
published posthumously, represents the author's matqrer
thought, as,'also, it represents at its best his always ~~en

( ~

insight, and his catholic sympathy with the many sorts ~nd '
conditions of men who make up the.multi-liniual, and m~lti­
racial population of New Mexico.. For despite the "t.oPl. "

.. c' dreSsing" of toUrists, of ;health-seekers; "and of literati ~nd ._
artists-real and pseudo-New Mexico remains a land l~:ftle ..
known to those outside its domain, and one exotic as fat as J

Anglo-Saxon civilization is concerned. .~

B~use of Mr. Applegate's genuine understanding. of'
~the peOple 'about fwhom he wrote, and his. equally gentPn~
affection for them (affection and understaI\ding: being !inot

,~-- - ~ -
always synonymous-P9Pularopinion and French. pro\1jerb ,

. to the cont;ary.)~ this;> book iS~~iallY val~ab~e. M.,.::~t
HAnglos"-ln the' Southwest this.-,ord has a slgnlfican~e a
little different from that attached to it elsewhere-living in
New Mexico '~keep themselves to themselVes." 'That is, ~hey .
f~)low the Anglo-Saxon custom-so noticeable in the, Ot1ent
and other parts of the world, where a few English or'AD)er­
ieans live in· the midst of a people of different speech ~nd

habits-of allowing their (Anglo-Saxon) lives to topch
. barely the periphery of the 'life of the people, orpeon1es,:
among whom they are living; of presenting a;sort of J;he- .
vaux-de-frise of'Anglo-Sax()I~dom~which prevents the p~ne- .
tration, from within or without, of, sympathy ,or understand-
ing.· ",

[269 ]
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,

Not so Frank Applegate. The reviewer learn d, durink
her residence in Santa Fe, that where definite kn ledge of
customs, either Spanish-American or Indian w desired,
Frank Applegate was the man to seek. And r. Appl~

gate was as gener@us in his sharing of knowledge he was
painstaking and accurate in 'its acquisitiol}. He as never
foolishly sentimental, any more than he was ever unkindly
critical or coldly unsympathetic, in his attitude t ward th~

Spanish-Americans, among whom he had spent so much
time since coming to New Mexico, in 1921. The t me 8pen~

by Mr. Applegate among the Spanish-Americans 0 this sec\­
tion was largely in connection with the acqUiri~g ofhi~

probably unequalled collection of Spanis?9~Colonial"santosj'
and "bultos," recently purchased by the Spanis -Coloni~

Arts ~ociety, and now on. exhibition in the Old ptlace Mu~ ,
seum In SantaFe.., i

The same balanced attitude of seeing things~'steadilyj,
and seeing them whole" was noteworthy in Fra, Applej­
gate's discussion of the Indians of the SQuthwes Pue~l~
India~s. and Navajos-their customs, beliefs an cerem<&
nials; also their history; both during thi! period o~ spanisli.
domination, and that of American. . j

Now, through this posthumous booR; Appl gate adt'
?resses a wi?er.audience, with the ~me charming nformalt
lty, clear thInlung and sane reasonIng. Because e reaut
knew New Mexico, and loved it, as Kipling knew nd loved
India, these NatiVie Tales 'display the same~beneat -th~sur+
face understanding, the same penetration and di rimi~

tion, which characterize Plain Tales from the Bil s. Wi~

the New Mexican tales of Applegate, as with the I dian (of
India) tales of Kiipling, there is no uncertainty of note; n~
confusion of atmosphere. : ~ j

. I

Through all the tales there is, as something al ost tanrl .
gible, the "feel" Of vast space; of desert lonelines and iso+
lation. Behind jail is sensed the bacl<ground ()o barrml
mountains, grotesquely nature-carved. But othe .se -theJ

I

tales are sharply' differentiated. There is no con usion of '
! •
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the psychology of the '''Anglo'' pioneer, or tl.te outlaw-a~

in the tale entitled Inte'rim, of which Billy the Kid is th~
central figure playing the part of the good angel who eom~'
'to the rescue of the little Spanish girl, Rose (nor, 'he was not
her lover) , with that of the Spanish-American.~dealt with it. ..

I

several of the. tales. 'f l'
Among these tales of Spanish-American life are: ~h~

Mystery of Manzano,· Tricks in All Trades; No Calamit1J'
Equals d Bad Neighbor;. Old Jun,n Mora'fE Burro, and DeaIf, ~ ..
Men Tell No Tales; all delightful, because of their sympat'~

thetic, yet often ironic,l}nd ~lways_ subtle humor ; also tha~· .
exquisitely pathetic tale, San Cristobal's S.heep, romantic in .
the sense that many of the folk-tales of the Spanish-Ameri~
can people of the Southwes~are romantic; tinged with fatalt
istic piety. ~ .

Nor is there anyco~fusion·bf the mental outlook of th~
Spanish-American with that of the Indian-a mistake ofteIl
made b~ tho~~ wh~e Sobthweste~ contacts hav~ been m?r, ­
superficu~.I than ~r. Applegate's were; or whose penetratio~

less keen. , . " _. ~ .
- 'Where I all are good, it is difficult to speak of "better'" ~ .
bijt'to this reviewer th~ Indian (Pueblo) ~les, with thei~
deep und~rlying note of tragedy-yet -tragedy which is n~ ,
without its touches of humor-apecially appeal. Notet ,,:
worthy among these Indian tales are Hopi SU8O/YIrruJ, cWIi. i

Blossom, in which Miss HopfSus(JfYl,na, .6ducated, against.he~: '
will and that of her people, i~ a whi~ girls' sehool, becomefj
neither good 'Hopi nor good, white, arltl outrages the sen~~
of propriety of both races; as sne' outwits both Hopi priestS
and American Indian Agent, and flaunts her sexual i,rregu~j.
larities--even more unorthodox from the point of view 0

the Hopi than from that ot" the' "Anglo"-in the fac~ 0 I ' :
both. . '. ' -,I

In connection with, this Ie if is, perhaps somewha~

carping to call attention: to t fact that the author uses t~~1
expression "Immaculate;C ception" where "Virgin Birth"l­
is evidently intended. Bu; after all, the Indian Agent!

, ~ .'\

·f 'I
I '
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.
would probably so have used it; so its uSe may .be he better
P&ychology.

The Lost Child of Zia is stark tragedy; in thi there is
no humor. It relates how a child from the pue 10 of ZiE,l
went to the river with her water jar to feteh war for her
blind grandmother, when Hworkers for the India Bureau
jumped out from behind the rocks, gagged )and, held her
until they could get her acrass the river ~nd into a ord car,
from which they delivered her to school authoritie ." Later
she was found at the Indian School in Santa Fe~ H ing her
eyes out with homesickness and anxiety abo~t er blind
grandmother."

Do such things really happen? If not now, did they
ever happen? Surely Mr. Applegate knew the con itions of
whicJ1 he wrote, as well .as he knew the peopl I have
spoken of the accuracy of his knowledge of the la r.

In this tale,· in which, more than any" other, t e note of
bitterness is sounded, the author goes on to. say: HI knew,
as well as they [the Indians] di~, how completely II finding
th~ child in school they had loSt her. She woul bekept
there either until they sent her home infected w th tuber­
culosis to die, or after seven or eight years, by hich time
her 'old grandmother would also have died, they 1 t her re­
turn to her Indian home with a smattering of Ame .can edu­
cation and so utterly spoiled for pueblo life, tha the, best
she could hope for was to be a semant in some wh te family,
or take to prostitution as an alternative to the ai ess inef­
fectual life with a husband of her own tribe, hi elf made­
incompetent as an Indian by an education which could not
make him white."

In conclusion-it is just to add-Mr. Apple ate says:,
HIf you go to Zia now you will see there a day sc 001 in the
village, where the ·children can get wh~t is im rtant to
them to know of white leaniing, wit~out being separated
from their parents, who are at least free of the 'nxiety of
kidnaping, and can teach them something of w t is neces-

~

"
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.sary to them to' know of how to be h~ py and successful.!I•.•.
Indians." ,.. "

Upon the point that an Indian shou:o be educated as an i
Indian~ not in a manner that would mak'~ of' him an inferior r
imitation white man, Mr. Applegate fe ,,' strongly-as does . \
the reviewer., (j , f
- There are times when the white rna;' is outwi~d by the t.
Indian-probably more times than the ~ hite realizes. One f·,, ~

,such insta~ce is give.n in .that ~eligh!;I humoro~s, pic- I
turesque ~Ie, NavaJO Nwces. ,.Th~ ',~vajOS, u?hke the 7; ~

Pueblo IndIans, ~ve been, fromtImelImmemonal, poly- ~

gamous. The whIte- rna : has' attemp'ijd to enforce upon, !
. them bis -.the white an's -' mo1s in the. way of }

monogam,y. The Carlisle, chool ed,ucatEtI Navajo, !!,ah Gee, 1
tells the. story.· : .,.,.. j . .

"What for fight abq t them kind things?'" he .asks. j

"Na:vajos get lots educati; n, get civili~ed .same like w~ite I~
man. ' We send runner to' 'white captaib and tell them we -t:
will now be gOO? like white, man and mafry only one ~oman'll
So when our WIfe get old ~nd need 'no~er woman to help, .~

we get nieces-that's what we call therh, or cousins maybe'
( -so if white mans want to. know w~y. we get so many

woman round our place, we tell him thft's our wife's ·niece
----or maybe cousin-that we, get to he~' sheep or .take care
~ows. So all white man and agent the~ls~iling~n us cause ~
~e been good like Indian Agent want ps to be-so we got, ~I:.'­
one woman we call wife, like white m~n; but we don't ~ll
others like white man do.~' ,Nah'Gee'k face darkened and 1
tightened a little. "'''That'slnot a nice n~e for calling wom-' 'I'
ans. We call them nieces ~nd that is r~ght for government f'
agent and everybody.'" ~ . I.

I The introduction to J:lative Tale,. of New Mexico is i'
w:itten by Mrs. ~ary Apstin, the 'tIl-known writer, a I'
frIend of long standIng of lfrank :Applegate. c I
' The illustrations, in cc>lor, were d<fietbY the author, an .

artist withbrush, as well ~ with word~a one-time student I
at the Julian Academy in raris. JtY I

, . t
: ' f . t

~I
!

I l
I
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Just why a man of the brilliance of Fran~ Applegate
should have neen snatched away in the cruelly I,tragic man-

, . ,
ner that was the c~se/ from a career of creativ¢ usefulness,
when this career ~as apparently little more than beginning,
is one of the questions to which no answer can 'be vouch-

I safed bett~r than the one characteristic of the land which he
loved, and of which he wrote: "Quien Sabe?"

J. B. MONTGOMERY MCGOVERN.
1. Mr. Applegate, while apparently in perfect health and the beBt of Bpirita­

having JUBt outlined to a group of friends plots for future bookB--died very Buddenly
of heart diseasp, February 13, 1931.

Forty-Niners-The Chronicle of the California Trail-Archer B.
Hulbert-Little, Brown and Company, 1931-$3.50.

- ~ ".

Professor Hulbert is unusually well equipped to d~­

scribe the gold rush of 1849. Having made .a careful study
of the trails to C,alifornia, using the surveyors' records in
the General Land Office in. vVashington, he has examined
every- available diary or journal of the period, 1848-1853,
and has traveled most of the trail himself several 'times.
Thus his Forty-Niners is a product of sound historical schol­
arship, although, in presenting his material, the author has
used the methods of the novelist. The book IS in the form
of a composite diary. Most readers find a diary fascinating,
~o by the use of this clever device Professor Hulbert has
made sure of many readers who would not care for the ordi.;.
nary history. Very likely this composite diary holds more
interest jn its 321 pa&"es than the average reader would find
in any of the 250 ~ontemporary diaries which the author has
.examined.

The diary follows the movements of a wagon train for
2,200 miles from Independence, Missouri, to Hangtown, Cal­
ifornia. , In these days of depression one may sometimes
envy the chance which A'tnericans ~ighty-three years ago
had to make their fortunes in the California "diggins." If•
so, he will acquire a new respect for the grit of the emi-
grants who got to the ~nd of the tr~il in spite o~ alkali
water and broken wagons and frayed nerves ; for men and
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women who had to ~nd out an av~ra I! of seventeim ~iles a "
day from the fir§t of!May ~o the last : August, in order to
keep from landing-~in the I-snow of t .'e Sierras and being
forced to eat .each other, as members tof the Donner party
h d d . 184·6 I I ! - -a one In, .' I. .:.". ,

The book conhiIns Ihany Inter ,tIng storIes of the
trail: the man who d$liberatelY let wif~,and children drown,
while he tried to sa~e his ~eam; the p"hio boys who swam
down the HUJ:nboldt IWhile!. their wagrn train went twelve
miles through the d~sert;'the wager~ as to ow long two
naked men could ekpose' then'1selve~ to osquitoes; the
wager whether a h~lf-starved DiggJr In ian, allowed to
gorge himself, could kalk a.\vay "undefhi~ own power"; the
wolves who gave cha1e'in relays and. blrou ht down an ante­
lope; the wolves wh~ fed ~pon a: butiat.po ~hen he was still in
{ull flight; the crude! fron .er operatiQ1n from which the pa-'
tient died; and many others. i "

, The many jOke~~found in his chr,0nicle 'suggest that a
sense of hum2r gr tly helpe to R<tld an outfit' together
t!trough the l'outi~e~, f ~he terrible jo~ey half way across',
the continent.' Th handcart push~ w'ho whinnied· and

. II
asked if ther.e was graSS ahead posses~edw~t <it. ~ook to get r
~hrough, whIle othelfs who had to settle theIr traIl qUarrelS'!
with shotguns, did nft. An example 6~ the humor rehearsed'
in camp is the'storylof the Dutchma~,who came to his first t
hot sP1ing, arid at ofce ordered his t+,mst-er to drive -on, as i,
"Hell could not be ~ore than a mile iway." , "

A great profuSion of contemporary illustrations and
. - ! I,

cartoons,.. SOIlgs and!..'ba~lads, a~d maE~s and ~utline l?gs all
help to make the book InterE'stIng as " ell as InstructIve.

It is difficult ftil' a modern wl'i :1 r to limit him~elf to
words and phrases aurl'ent eighty y~rs ago, but Pl'ofessorJ
~,ulber~ has been qU/ite c~reful in thi~ respect. Howeve~, itl;
I~- not lIkely that a Ihan In 1849 wou16 refer to Jenny LInd, t

since she did .not cpme to' Amfrica ~until 1850. "Buddy" I
,and "profiteering" sound too modern Jto have a place in this·'
supposedly old diaryf. !

~ ~. ~
, ·1

,I

. ,
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The book was awarded a prize of, $5,000 offer~ by the
Atlantic M ontkly and Little, Brown' and Company for the
best non-fiction manuscript "dealing. with -the American
.scene." It is ~trongly recommended for vacation reading.

~ MARION DARGAN.

EMn Tree-Witter Bynner-Alfred A. K~opf, 1931-$2.50.

Eden tree is the tree of man's own ancestry, the tree of
the knowledge of good, and evil, the t'ree around which cir­
cled the snake of the ever-thirsting senses and the reasoning
bipeds, man and woman. It is these 'three figures who play
their parts under the tr~ in Witter Bynner's latest long
poem. Eden is still of this.world in 'the lovely phantas~

magoria of scenes through which Adam moves: Silver
Island on the Yang-tze "in the season of small leaves, with
the moon a slim quiver"'; temple gardens in old China where
"Li Po had sung about wine" ; the kitchens of Buddhist mon­
asteries, vegetarian but recalling ~n the carnivorous; the
Holy Mountain where Confucius speaks; the Palisades
above the Hudson with the glitter of city lights beyond.
But the voyage is not to the far places of Eden but to the
qlHet loves, the shrines, and the brothel places in Old Adam.

It was inside. I'
That he- must travel, not away. .

Of Celia and the yoo,ng. truthfulness of the world Sh;r­
wove for him, of friends, s~bstantial and insubstantial, of !
realities in nature and unrealities in religion, Old Adam ;
speaks while the garments of state and soeiety fall away
from individuals to strip them free, like Adam, of all but
the native springs of life.' There Lilith "unwinding her ex-
quisite foot" glides 'among men to ,spell for them living
death. .

Where are the eyes of Lilith in'this room? '
Does the butler see them while he -serves the broth?
Are they the Iwhiteness of the table cloth?
Do their pupils bloom "
In candle tips, or brighten in the lustre of these pearls?
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.. And Ad~Ij1, living :1i~~~inJ[ne~:eh da~, gro·~ j
wise of the fluted music of Lilith': l\nging, of the', straigh , ' I
ened look of Eve,! of the jangle od rowds and the jar df I
property, and of tjle tumultof hiS.', llano In his mind, tJ1e. I.
zeros of. life have~een multiPli.ed. :' \. . l' ',j I

I dIe, though~ Adam, and' In~ placer~ / !!
Instantly so~eo~e stirs. The.t~ce 'I.,,: / 'jl., ' !
Goes on agaIn" lIke a pattern I, lace. . " ' I

~
IIs it enough of life that this is - ll., " r· .' !

That epigrants ..c!>~ume the q ,esfiOning mind,. " 1
Fusing etern~l with ephemer , r i
In unraised letters for' the f ;m,ling blind? I ~

The orison o~ another we.ll kn I' wit poet has, ihterpret~d I
his Saki in wordslli~eAdam's. I ; - ! I
. There is no virisdom a coffin ca n; t finally Withhold t

Untold, i ~
Nor any woras young lips like 0 rs can say l-
And make tolmorrow out of y ,s qay ,t; tl

Or change tHe oncoming~av I 'less or more I
Of its old uI1meanin~motion e shore. j...

. Ada~ cries Jor help, to Mary, mer, Christ, the Mo'g- ,~ .
dalene, realizing! there is no, go b t himself, and he is ~ l,
bound, weary of Irunning to and 0 tn the earth, to nee, s- i·
sity, like ~he trOOjthat leans in .~p .;·1 t~ward the house. · i '
, ' I look ~way ~rom it and thin 'of boing !r-

Elsewhere than vv,!lere' its ~t> !wiu have a clear I I
Necessity to~~staY, for sumnier,' growin~- i ~
But I can n more cpoose to s ay ,or stir . If:
Than wood n govern its di·:mEtter. i I
Life is me~elY sunlight spi :ning within the shellI~fl

mali, willing to ~in on and yet"wll; h ~o knowledge wpen the ~
web is. compl~te.1 The m~t det~r~infd v!lice i!1 the poert is 'i"
the VOIce of the rhore. ' ~ I t, i

There are t~ings in life, thou! h'jto which I'm true, I'
No matter lWhat people may ~ e. "
y~)U ~ay thlink that I'm talkirg just to'h~ar what I ~ay; ~
But I m not, not today, .,,' . I ~

~ i 1 .~
I [I

I ,I I ~"
! I ~I lij) ) ~.,
I ~ ,iI ,I
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For I know that life's something, I've got to know that,
or by God;

I'd cut my throat now, yes, I would.

The "something'" which the quenchless spirit would at
last discover is peace, the namelessness,. the oblivion sought
by Faust. It is the gift of solitud-e.

For one must after all be alone
Without anyone· \
And must feel the fitting
Of th~ universe into one's solitary core, to be able to

sing
In one's heart ,
Like those crystals in a spring,
Those bubbling notes of morning birds.

* * *
One must forget words
And the Jaces of persons and ~ll utterances,
In a final peace, different from questioning.
One must bless .
One's self with the sign of loneliness _..
The cross was a thing like this. </

Death, too, promises rest from pain and fear, .but. re­
claimed by Life, Adam feels again its pulse ·in his veins,
familiar though strange, and pauses at the edge of Eden
beside a moonlit lake before meeting the creatures in the
garden again. He plunges. into the h~aling pool and is're­
born of the flood and of the water of tears. Swept clean
without and within by this hathing of the body and spirit,
Adam grows calm about himself and the whole agitess pat­
tern of living.

T. M. PEARCE.

,/
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MARY AUSTIN, Af Santa Fe, has identifieij her New Mexico, its,' -I

life and itS interests, through mary boo and articles, among "
, them The Land of JourneY'B Endi71ll. The Ame'rican Rhythm, and I -

, Starry Ad~entuTe. She is at preS1ent seeing her Autobiography ,I" I
through the press. !~' i

WITTER BYNNE! also lives in Santa Fe,r. and is one of the ,best known i _

lyric poets Iof America. He has 'i!riUen a number of plays and i
is said to ~e working on a nov~l. 'g .'

JosE GARCIA V~LLA has l,ived in N,~w ~:lexico for the greater pa.rt of
two yeArs and has wrItten f6r the Q!PARTERLY a number of stone!) of
his homelapd, the Philippines, and tM" his adopted home, 'the South- I>
west. AIb~querque has been his h«J!rnC' in the state.

IRENE FISHER $ves in Albuquerque, wh~e she divides her time .between
journalism ~ anci writing poetry. - fl, '

DAVE NEUMANjN is a student and cri~c of art and letters, who, has
done gratuate work in a number of,! Ameridm universities, and; has '
lived i~ aI nu,mber of Eur.opean ~rt. centers. His article comes
from hiS hbme on the ACeqUla Marljte In Santa Fe. ' ,

NELDA SEWELLI is a residE:!nt of Old Alhpquerque; where she is one of a Ii

group whd are interested in the native backgrounds of the South- I

- west. I . ,1 I:
LOLITA pOOLERl is a student of New Me~ico folk-lore. She is a memi:ler I'

of t~e MJdern" Language Departn;!ent of the University of New i"

MeXICO. ! . if r I,

JOE A. PFDRO, !TEOFILA LUC.ERO.' JUAN ~RAGON are students at the AlbU-/,:
querque Indian School, where theyu are encouraged to give literary ,
expres~~1~0 t~e folk ~a~e:s:of. thel pueb~~_people. .-_-=c=--",=:i

THE NEW IMEXICO QUART~L'1l offeTS to its Novemb~rl
reJders: ~ " ~

The G~nding Stones. 'A p~eblo Story. " ...
I .. ~ Elizabeth Willis DeHu '

AlbuqJerque from the Past~ ~__ -:'-_James Threlkel
The pJetry of Emily Dickinson Julia Kelehe

, . Po

Does"the Modern B.A. Degree Mean Anything? .
~ . -,. ij ~.. 1.t'
~,. ~, Frank Reeve

New Mexicana. The Diary~of J. J. Webb-1844. i
Poetr~ Bo~k Reviews, and~other features.'; . 'II

You can ~eceive the four numbersjof TI!E-NEW MEXICO QUARTFJRL

lnow for the ~,Ubsc'ription price of on~ dollar. Mail in the slip be,lo.' ·1
and become one of the group who enj this magazine. .,

. !" i
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i I encI~se for t subscription t~
.i THE NEW !MEXICO QUARTERLY. ~f.': i .
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