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CHAPTER 1
INTRODUCTIOR

Hew Mexico ranks fourth in size and forty-fourth in
population. It is one of the most sparsely settled states
in the union, having an average population in 1940 of 4.38
per square mile. For this reason, maintaining adequate
rural schools is, and will be for many years to come, an
important problem in education in New Mexice. Over half of
the schools are rural schools and have in them a large per
cent of the teachers and better than 25 per cent of the
children. The small rural school deserves consideration,
since a large per cent of the schools are one- and two-room
rural schools. '

The rural school districts are now under the contrel
and jurisdiction of the county boand of education, with very
limited powers delegated to the three members of the board
of rural school directors, whereas in the early days the
district school directors ran the school almost to suit
themselves, even to the hiring of the teachers, which was
the case in 1909 when the rural school the history of which
is covered in this thesis was established.

I. THE PROBLEM

Statement of the problem. It is the purpose of this
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study (1) to relate the unusual early history of Mountain
View Schooly (2) to show the steady advancement in educa-
tion of the local community; (3) to present the value of
this undertaking in regard to adult educational and social
benefits as well as pupil benefits; and (4) to determine
what benefits a community derives from possessing a good
elementary school.

Importance of the study. Education is the most valu-
able asset in human advancement and happiness and progress.

For many people the rural schools of New Mexileco are the
chief sources of this necessary wesponj and since the rural
gchools have played such an important part in education,
‘the author has consulted important financial records of a
local school, has studied the wealth behind each child in
this rural school, and has written a complete history of
its origin and advancement during the thirty-eight years
of its existence.

The pattern created in the founding of this school
was later followed in forming other rural school districts
in Bernalillo County. PFive Points School District west
of the Rio Grande River and one-half mile south of
Albuguerque was patterned after Mountain View's system of
establishment. The study made of this school system is
important since it was one of the first rural school
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districts to be formed in Bernalillo County and was studied
by committees of potential school districts in planning
their schools. The school was created by the people
rather than by a decree of county or state authorities
and was typical of the procedure followed throughout the
Western states.

II. DEFINITIONS OF TERMS USED

Census Child. A ceasus child in New Nexico is an
unmarried person residing im a school district who will be
six years of age and not over eighteen years of age on the
first day of January following the taking of the cemsas.

Proved up. Proved up is the government term used
when granting that a person has lived on a government land
claim the required length of time and has added required
improvements to the property and is ready to receive the
government deed, issued to homesteaders, under Federsl lav.

Bural school district. A rural school distriet in
this study is an ordinary school district with less than

one hundred pupils in average daily attendance.
III. SOURCES OF THE DATA

The chief sources of the data were personal inter-
views with persons kmowing the history of Mountain View,
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records of financial assessments in the Bernalillo County
Treasurer's Office, records obtained from the State Budget
Auditor's Office at Santa FPe, minutes of meetings of the
Bernalillo County Board of Education, and county sechool
records obtained at Mountain View School.

Supplementary information was obtained from records
and theses on file at the University of New Mexico, New

Mexico Session Laws, and newspaper files.
IV. HETHODS OF PROCEDURE

Search of statistical records of assessed valuation
was made in the Tmr's office at Bernalillo County
court house for the years 1909 through 1947,

A search of dally attendance records kept in the State
Budget Auditor's office at Santa Fe, New Mexico, was made
by the author.

The wealth behind each school child was computed
from the average daily attendance and the district assessed
valuation for the thirty-eight years of the school's exis-
tence. The graph was computed from district mutieﬁ
assessments through thirty-eight years. The story part
of the thesis is recorded in chronological order of events.

V. REVIEW OF RELATED STUDIES

There has been nothing written on the history or
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development of Mountain View School; however, there have
been a few studies made of the rural schools in general.

C. E. Brown wrote on Some Phases of Rural Education
in New Mexico, a thesis in the library at the University
of New Mexico. Thomas Mayfield wrote on Fducationgl Devel-

coment in Nev Mexigo Public Schoels from 1890-1330, and

Rufus Palm covered Jew Mexico Schools from l1381-184C.
Brown's thesis was a general study of rural schools of the

state, and the other two were historical studies of the
development of the schools as a whole. This thesis 1s a
study of the origin, growth, and development of a particular
rural school situated close to a large urban district but
not immediately adjoining it.







CHAPTER II
THE COMMUNITY SCHOOL

One bright day in June, 1909, J. S. Bowers, a new-
comer in the community, came to the ranch of Mr. R. W. Loudom,
who resided six miles south of Albuquerque and one-half mile
east of South Second Street, to talk over with him the pros-
peets of a school for the children of the district. Mr,
Loudon had at that time four school-age childrem for whom
there was a private school on the ranch. Dr. George Gould,
who had at one time been president of a girls' seminary
in the state of Kentucky and who had moved %o District 15,
which is Mountain View district, because of its hulthm
envircnment, wes employed as the teacher.

Mr. Loudon had built a schoolroom on his own ranch
because there was no pﬁblic school within six miles, and
in those horse-and.buggy days this distance was too great
for 1ittle ehildren to travel to attend school. The coming
of Dr. Gould to the neighboring ranch was & Godsend to the
educstion of the Loudon children but made little or no pro-
vision for thbe other children of the community. However,
Mr. Bowers had six school-age youngsters and hoped to gain
Mr. Loudon's cooperation in establishing a public school
for all of the children.

Mr. Loudon agreed heartily with the idea of a







community school and told Mr. Bowers that two years pre-
vionsly he had gone to the county school superintendent,
who at that time was Mr. A. B, Stroup, and had tried to
get a district school started. His request was denied
because there was no available money to support a schocl
in District 15, since that was before counily monies were
apportioned to all districts according to the number of
children of school age in the distriect. Distriet 15 did
not pay enough school tax momey to provide for the building
of a school or the salary of a teacher. It was because of
this circumstance that Mr. Loudon had built his own school.

However, since there were more and more families with
children moving into the community, he told Mr. Bowers that
he would be very willing to go with him again to the county
school superintendent and see if provisions could be made to
have a school for the community by September, 1908,

After talking the prospects over, Mr. Loudon and
Mr. Bowers decided to call a meeting of the entire neigh-
borhood and try to gain their support and enthusiasm. It
was not a large neighborhood. One could easily ride to every
house in a day, since the area covered about three by four
miles, the Loudon ranch being the last house on the exireme
east side of this district.

The author of this thesis, then an eleven-year-old
schoolgirl and an expert horsewoman, was sent on the mission
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of inviting everyone 4in the distriet to the Loudon ranch
on June 15 for the purpose of discussing & community school.
Since she never used a saddle, it did not take Thelma long
to mount her little black pony, Boots, and hurry away to
inform all of the neighbors of this great event. The author
recalls very vividly the route she tock while informing the
people of the meeting.

The area to be covered was a three-mile-wide sfrip
of land, four miles long, bordered on the west by the Rio
Grande River and on the east by the Santa Fe Rallroad.
Although the district actually extended east beyond the rail-
road track to the Manzano Mountains, there were only two
families living on the east side--the Loudons and the Johnsons.
Since there was a raillrosd crossing adjoining the Johnson
homestead, the news dispatcher chose to go to the Johnson
home first, then across the track and south to Barr Station
where the Schulmeister family had only recently moved. This
was the last house south. Then she worked her way toward
the river, coming north to the home of Gene Schyler, who
had no children but who might have some day, and to the
Farr ranch.

From there on north she rode in a zig-zag course,
reaching all of the homes. At the home of Manuel Chavez,
where there were four children, she was invited to remain
to dinner. How she did enjoy that meal of tasty tortillas
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and chile con carnel! Mr, Chavez had a herd of beef cattle
and had recently killed a beef. And do the Spanish-Americans
now how to blend chili and garlic with meat to make it
delicious! This hungry youngster never forgot that wonder-
ful flavor and to this day proclaims Mrs. Chavez the best
Spanish cook she has ever encountered, desplte having later
been in 014 Mexieco where the ecooks are reported to be the
very best,

After dinner the rider visited the Lindly home, vhere
there were two school-age children, then visited several
homes where the children were too small but would be of school
age in a few years. She arrived at the Ralph Harland home
about four in the afternoon, and Mrs. Harland gave her a
cold glass of milk and some delicious chocolate cake. The

-Bzrlanda had three school-utahﬂdmand were very eager

to cooperate,

Mr. Bemenduffer, who was childless, told the little
girl that he would help to build a school if the others
were willing.

"Uncle"® Tom Phelan, whose only son was away to school,
was also very enthusiastic and patted the little rider on
the shoulder, telling her he would be at the meeting. Uncle
Tom proved to be one of the greatest boosters for the new
school. '

Although the Edward Hill family had no young children,
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they had a young niece, Nelle Mears, who was overjoyed with
the idea of a school. She had only recently come from Eng-
land to live with her sunt and unele here. :

wWhen night came, everyone in the community had been
informed of the meeting to take place at the Loudon ranch
on the 15th of June.-three days off.

For the next forty-eight hours the Loudon ranch and
everyone on it from the cook to the shiest cowboy was busy
preparing for a barbecue to be staged out of doors the after-
noon of the big meeting. Mr. Loudon had the occasion planned
as a surprise fiesta for the attendants. The plt for roast.
ing the meat was dug by the covhands and a large fat steer
was butchered for the event. Nr. Loudon, being a prince of
a host, had benches built sc the guests could sif down and
enjoy the barbecue. As this was before electricity was avall-
able st the Loudon ranch, Mr. Loudon had a carbide lighting
system and had the area to be used for the party all lighted
like a Christmas tree.

The meeting was held out of doors in the barbecue
area, and the author recalls that fifty-nine persons were
present, almost the total of the community at that time.

Mr. J. S. Bowers took charge of the business and soon 1;14
his plans before the assembly. They were:

1. To select a conmittee of three men to inter-
view the county superintendeant







11
2. To select three women, mothers preferably
to consult with a young woman who was 11
with Mrs. John Dolan and who had taught school
in Mora before coming to District 15 as the
prospective teacher i
3. To decide on a location for a scheol

4. To ask for cooperation in the prepar of
& suitable bullding "

8. 7To formulate plans to raise money to build
& schoolroom

Mr. Bowers had hardly finished presenting his plans
when a young man named John Jacobson rose to his feet and
asked to be allowed to speak, Mr, Bowers granted his request
and he straightway offered his one-room cabin, which was
centrally located in the district and was at the time
unoceupied, for a schoolroom. His generous offer was
happily aceepted by the entire assembly, with loud clap-
ping and a "Hurrah for Johnny."

This gave the meeting a new slant and Mrs. R. W. Loudon
asked for the floor. 8She suggested that each and every one
do his part to clean and prepare the room for school. She
got full hearty response, and some volunteered to build the
benches and tables. "Uncle" Tom Phelan was to be in charge.
Mrs, Ralph Harland accepted the responsibility of the clean-
ing and painting and asked for volunteers to assist her.

She got twenty responses,

The committee of three men chosen at the community

meeting at the Loudon rench consisted of J. 5. Bowers,
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R. W. Loudon, and Tom Riefsnyder. This committee assumed
the dutlies of a local Board of Directors and were in charge

of the Mountain View School Distriet until statehood. Figure 1

on page 13 shows the present boundaries of Distriect 15.

S8ince a schoolroom was now available, the committee

of women chosen at this first meeting consisted of Mrs.
J. 8. Bowers, Mrs. Manuel Chavez, and Mrs, Ralph Harland,
They were instructed to visit Miss Elizabeth Fox, who had
taught school before, and ask if not demand, her services
in the school.

The meeting was a great success and was closed with
a barbecue feast,

The women's committee, upon interviewing Miss Fox,
found that she would teach for the sum of $40 a month if one
of the families would board her. It was later decided by a
joint agreement of the community that different ones would
board the teacher for the six months. Niss Fox had to be
in California by the first week in March and agreed to teach
only six months; for vhich services the people were very
grateful.

Thus through the combined efforts of all the neigh-
borhood, the first public school of District 15 opened on
September 2, 1909, in a little lumber cabin centrally
located in the school district.

Mr. Bowers and the committee had gone to the county
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superintendent and cbtained the promise of $25 a month for
the teacher's salary, and the fuotrict residents had agreed
to pay the other §15.

The committee had also listed the necessary books
that were being used in the few schools of Bermalille County,
and each family bought books and school supplies for its
own children from the one and only school bookstore,
Matson's, in Albuquerque.

On the first day of schoocl, September 2, 19089, nine-
teen children ranging from the primary to the sixth grade
registered, although the Loudon private school continued
that year because Mr. Gould had already been employed before
the public school was authorized. Juan Chavez, Dick Lindly,
snd Molly Lindly were the sixth graders; Frank Schulmiester,
Ella Harland, Reva Bowers, and Fleeey Bowers were the fifth
graders. Frank Schulmiester and Juan Chavez, who furnished
these data, have forgotten just what grades the smaller
children were in, but there were two Harland boys; Manuel,
Rsmon, and Pacity Chavezj; Ollie, Hugh, and Mirlin Bowers;
and Bertha Schulmiester.’

Esch month a different parent provided the fuel to
keep tho sechool warm. Wood and coal were used. Sometimes

3 John Chavez and Frank Schulmiester, personal inter-
views, December 4, 1947.
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neighborhood parties were given to help raise money for
school extras, such as baseballs, bats, and games, for play
at recess.

The school term was very satisfactory, and Mr. A&. B.
Stroup, then superintendent, saw the need of a district
school but still could not get the board to appropriate the
money for building a sechoolhouse. For the school year of
1910 he did allow $50 a month while school was in session
for the teacher's salary. This relieved the pecple of pro-
viding part of the money from their own pockets.

Mr. Jacobson again donated the schoolroom, and a
Mrs. Mary Miller was hired to teach the next year. ©She was
a widow with a small son, and it was decided by the community
and spproved by her that a small "lean-to" be added to the
schoolroom where she could live. The members of the com-
manity again took turns in furnishing the fuel, both for
the school and for the teacher.

The enrollment was much larger this year. BMNore people
with children had moved into the neighborhood and the Loudon
private school was diseontinued. The little schoolroom,
which was only 12 by 14 feet was crowded. Children had %o
use window sills for tables and sit crowled on the benches.
Mrs. Miller had her hands full, so testifies Naomi Loudon
Carter who was then in the fourth grade. There were twenty-
eight ehildren of all grades crowled inte this small room.
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Something had to be done sbout 1%, so again Mr. Loudon and
Mr. Bowers took the lead.

The two men went to John Jacobson and offered to buy
the small house with an acre of ground so that the school
room could be enlarged. Mr. Jacchson told the men he could
sell the little house but would donate an acre of land for
the building of a larger building. The location would be
still more central and beside the public road which ran
parallel with the Santa Fe Railroad and next to the right-.
of-way fence. Properiy may be dedicated for public-school
purposes even though there may not be in existence a corpo-
ration in which to vest title or trust.?®

The community again was elated by this gift and a
big mass meeting was called, the people mesting this time
on a Saturday afternoon at the little schoolroom. Of course
they could not all get inside, so a bonfire was built out
of doors. It was in the middle of January, and too cold
to stand around without heat.

Again Mr. Loudon and Mr. Bowers came forward with a
proposition. They offered to buy the materials themselves
for the building of a schoolhouse if the others would volun-
teer their services for the construction work. There were

2 _
Newton Ldwards, The Courts and ihe Public Schools
(Chicago: University of’Chieuo ress, 1952?), p. 281.







17
many volunteers, carpenters, bricklayers, and laborers, and
it was sgreed that the building should be started as soon
as a plan could be drawn, G i : _

“Uncle"” Tom Phelan assisted Mr. Loudon and Mr. Bowers
in drawing up the plans for the schoolroom, a cne.room
structure built of cement blocks with a wooden flcor and
a corrugated iron roof. It was to be 30 by 40 feet, front.
ing on the road, with windows on the east, south, and west
sides, The north side, vhere a blackboard was to be built
in the wall, was to have no windows. A well was dug by the
neighbors and a hand.lift pump was provided, The well was
in the southeast corner of the one-acre plot of ground.

Mr, Loudon bought and paid for the lumber, doors,
windows and roofing. The material was purchased from the
Baldridge Lumber Company and the cost was §179.82. Mr.
Loudon had the material hauled with his own teams and wagons.
The cement blocks were bought and paid for by Mr. J. S.
Bowers, but no record was kept as to the cost of the bloecks;
however, he remembers the bill to have been over $100,

Mr. Manuel Chavez and Joe Lindly furnished teams and wegons
to help haul the cement blocks from Albuquergue. "Uncle™
Tom Phelan supervised the building of the room, and John
Jacobson did the finishing work on doors and windows.

In less than three months the school was completed,
including the well, outhouses, and sheds for the pupils’
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horses., The room was finished and furnished and ready for
use by September 1, 1911. Mr. A, B, Stroup, counly super-
intendent, provided the desks--old ones, but good-.which
came from one of the Albuquerque ward tchooli.

The loeal board of direetors, which ineluded Mr.
Loudon, Mr. Bowers, and Mr. Riefsnyder, met and decided upon
the best possible teacher. They wanted the very best for
their school, and Mr. Stroup told them of a young teacher
who had recently come to New Mexico from Iowa and who had
since then been widowed. She was well qualified, having
taught five years in that distant state. The school board,
after consulting with Mrs. Lola B. Giesler, approved of
her and recommended that she be employed by the county
superintendent, as the county now took Mountain View "under
her wing.® BSo it was that Mrs. Giesler became the first
teacher of the new school.

Sinece Mrs., Giesler was a widow with a three-year-old
baby girl, the Board approved of her building her own dwell-
ing on the school grounds, with the provision that she
should have it moved when the school term was over or when
she ceased to be employed as teacher. As there were no
transportation conveniences for teachers in those days,
Mrs. Glesler decided it was best to live at the school.

She hired an elderly lady to live with her and take care

of the baby.
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Just five days before the opening of school in the
new building, Mr. Loudon was informed by a Mr. Martin Hen-
rickson that the deed given by Mr. John Jacobson was not
legal. Mr. Loudon at once called for Nr. Bowers and the
two of them went to see lMr. Jacobscn, who had given the deed
to the acre of land upon which the schoolhouse had been
built. By law Mr. Henrickson now owned a schoolhouse, since
the land in question had been granted to him by court deeci-
sion. Mr. Jacobson verified Mr. Hemrickson's statement, and
i¢ looked bad for the community that had spent so much time
and money erecting the building.

Mr., Loudon, Mr. Bowers, and Mr. Jacobson got inte
Mr. Lowdon's Reo automobile truck, the only automobile in
Distriet 15 at that time, and hurried to Albuquergue to find
Mr. Henriekson.® Mr. Henrickson proved to be a very generous
and publie-spirited person, and when he learned of all the
sacrifices the community had made for the school he gave a
warranty deed to the people of Distriect 15 for the land whereon
stood the newly erected schoolhouse., It was a great relilef
to Mr. Loudon and Mr. Bowers, as they had takem it upon them-
selves to attempt to straighten out the land tangle before
the rest of the community learned about the change in owner-
ship of the land.

3 John Jacobson, personal interview, January 10, 1948.
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School had begun and was going beautifully for a
week before anyone knew the truth about the land deed. On
Sep tember 11, Mr. Bowers callod & meeting of all the neigh.
bors at the schoolhouse, and at that meeting he deseribed
the complication and told how he and Mr. Loudon had diplo-
matically handled the situation without worrying the rest
of the community with it., There were cheers of thanks to
Mr. Bowers and Mr. Loudon for thelr good work and a vote of
thanks and appreciation to Mr. Henrickson for his generous
donation. The ladies of the community had prepared sandwiches
and cake, and coffee was prepared on a campfire outside. A
gala time of daneing and fun followedj; for the people had
agreed that this schoolhouse, built with the sweat of their
brows and Mr. Loudon's end Mr. Bowers' money, was to be a
recreation center as well as an educational center.

The next meeting held in the new schoolhouse was hat
of the local Literary Society that had been orgenized by
¥rs. John Dolan and had up to this time met at different
homes in the community. It was now decided by the members
that the schoolhouse was the proper place for the meeting
and all members had agreed and accepted this new meeting
place. This meeting was held on September 30 and was called
to order by its president, Mrs. John Dolan. Nellie Mears
was secretary. The minutes of the previous meeling were
read and accepted, and the new business of deciding on the







21
schoolhouse as a permanent meeting place was in order.
There were forty-one members present, as recorded in the
diary of the author of this thesis. | :

A program followed in which Mr. Edgar Ross recited
"Laska.” Nellie Mears told of her trip over from England,
and Thelma Loudon read a paper she had prepared on the suc-
cessful trapping of coyotes, Mrs. Glesler, the school
teacher, read a prepared outline to be followed by the
society for the next three meetings, one item being the
selection of a name for the school. The names were to be
proposed and one selected at the next meeting. Mr. R. W.
Loudon recited "Hell in New Mexico," and Mr. 0. B. Clark
presented a short review on Scott's Lady of the Lake. The
meeting closed with refreshments.

October 31 was Hallowe'en and the next scheduled meet-
ing of the Literary Society. The club members decided on a
social meeting for that night, to which everyone came dressed
in "tacky" 1ll.fitting clothes. The only important business
before the meeting was the name to be selected for the new
school. Ella Harland had suggested "People's School," and
Claudia Riefsnyder, "Our Progress.” Thelma Loudon, then a
thirteen-year-old schoolgirl, suggested the name "Mountain
View."” Discussion followed and the names were to be voted
upon. It was moved by Mrs, Walter Peck and seconded by
Tom Phelan that each person present write the desired name
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on paper. "Mountain View," the name suggested by the author
of this thesis, was the cne receiving two-thirds of the votes,
which numbered 113 in all since the school children were also
allowed to vote. The rest of the evening was devoted to a
grand time of dancing and fun.making.

The new school was a great success under the direc-
torship of Mr. Loudon, Mr. Bowers and Mr. Riefsnyder, with
the cooperation and excellent tutoring of Mrs. Lola B.
Giesler., By Christmas time the pupils showed marked progress
and a very keen interest in thelr school. As far back as
that date, 1911, Mrs. Glesler used the experimental and
student self-directing methods. GShe taught the children
to recognize that they had a problem to solve just by being
“people.” She taught them how %o help themselves in study.
0f eourse she used textbooks, not as merely static assign-
ments but as a means of finding out how to solve problems,
The sehool was very progressive for its time under her
capable instruction.

There were two advanced pupils, Robert and Thelma
Loudon, who wanted some instruction in high school subjects
and Mrs. Giesler willingly burdened herself with it. The
pupils proved to be 2 great asset to her in that they
contributed greatly in the instruction of the younger
children. Mrs. Giesler stated that she could not have so
sucecessfully handled so many grades had it not been for
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the assistance given by these pupils in teaching the cther
grades.

Mrs. Glesler proved %o be a well-versed young woman
with many potentialities and a wide wealth of knowledge.

She taught the older Loudon chlldren botany, zoology, ancient
nistory, and literature. In return for this extra burden,
the children assisted her in the teaching of the s:aller
children. The school had thirty-two ehildren in all from

the primary through the ninth grade, and the year was very
successful.

For the Christmas program Mrs. Glesler's students
presented a cantata in which all members of the school had
a part. The schoolroom was packed on Christmas Eve when
this program was presented to parents and members of the
commnlty. There was also a large Christmas tree for all
and a filled stocking for everyone present. The necessary
money had been collected several weeks before through a box
supper sponsored by the parents and donated for the Christmas
fiesta.

When school again opened after the Christmas holidays
there was a slight increase in enrollment., Two native boys
from the Santa Fe Tie "Pickling" Plant were glven permission
by the local school board to atiend the sehool, although
they did not belong to District 15. It is mentioned here
because it was a forerunner to an extended permit for the
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children of American citizens of the Tie Plant to attend
Mountain View School during later years. The school pro-
vided by the Santa Pe Railroad for the children of the
employed personnel was almost entirely composed of the child-
ren of laborers from 014 Mexico who were working for the
company. Both Spanish- and Anglo-American childru; wvere
transported to the Mountain View School by a bus provided
by the Santa Fe Railroad Company.

Mrs, Giesler resigned the following year, 1912.13,
because she was offered a better-paying position at Berrillos.
She sold the lumber from her little house to Mr. 0, B. Clark,
who had bought the Sebaum place directly west and south of
Mountain View School.

The Loudons moved to Albuquerque, and there was no
further need for the teaching of high school subjects at
Mountain View.

Summary. The Mountain View School originated from
a desire of the people of the community to have a local sdool
for the education of their children. They voluntarily under-
took to establish and maintain it by a pooling of private
pesources and in cooperation with the county authorities.
The latter did not have sufficient funds to maintain the
school had they so desired, but the community willingly
made donations of materials, labor, and money to provide
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the school and to pay the teacher. It was therefore only
a semi-publie school.

The people of the community desired to make the school

a social center as well as a school. MNany social activities
were held there and the school became a place of amusement
and entertainment as well as an educaticnal institution.
As will be shown later, this tradition has come down %o
the present time.







CHAPTER III
THE COUNTY SCHOOL, 1912-1937

In 18912 the Territory of New Mexico became the State
of Hew Mexieco., During the next twenty-.five years the
Mountain View School was operated as a county school known
officially as Pistriet 15. Mr. Alvin White of Silver City
was elected State Superintendent of Public Instruction
and he was interested in better rural sechools. He saw to
it that the needy local districts received a portion of the
state monies provided by the Federal government from grazing
leases; oil leases, and mineral rights. These monies were
apportioned according to the number of childrem of school
age in each distriet. Consegquently, Distriet 15 recelved
some aid from state sechool funds.

Mr. Antanacio Montoya was elected County Superinten.
dent of Schools in 1912. He too was interested in better
raral schools. He called a meeting of the board of directors
of District 15 and after discussion it was decided to allow
the county to accept full responsibility for the operation
and econtrol of the Mountain View School. The only reserva-
tion was that the people of the community should continue
to have the use of the schoolhouse as a social center. The
people continued to regard the school as theirs although
it was under the operation of the county authorities.
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The certification of teachers at that time was in
the hands of the county board of education and the require-
ments were very low. Any person who had completed the
seventh grade and who eould pass an examination in the
common school subjects under the county board might receive
a certificate to teach in the publie schools.

Miss Edna McChesney taught the Mountain View School
for the first two years after statehood. The children of
the tie plant continued to be transported to Mountain View.
The growth of population was sueh that the enrollment in-
creased sufficiently to justify the employment of two teachers
in 1914 and Miss Hazel Wolfe was employed to teach the upper
grades while Miss Edith Kendall was placed in charge of the
lower grades., The records show that only thirty.six children
were enrolled in 1915 but the county authorities thought this
was enough to require the services of two teachers, since
the children were distributed through eight grades. Miss
Wolfe taught grades four to eight and Miss Kendall grades
one to three. The school continued to have two teachers
until 1919 vhen a third was added because there was a cone
siderable increase of school funds due to rise of land values
after the war but there was no marked ilncrease in the enroll-
ment, In 1821 the teachers and county superintendent agreed
that two teachers were sufficient and the funds were divided be-
tween the two to secure an increase in their salaries.
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During this period the community had been giving
soclials and dances to rﬂu money for a new hardwood floor
to be put into the original schoolroom so that deneing could
be more pleasurable. Mr. R. H. Myers was entrusted with the
keeping ofthcmey'l wWhen the sum of $400 was resched, a
new floor was bought and laid by the local people. MNr. Tom
Phelan was chief carpenter, and with the assistance of other
members of the local community the beautiful new floor was
nicely laid and a big dance staged to celebrate the occasion.
The commnity also gave encugh money to pay for the instal-
lation of electric lights. This was truly a gala cccasion,
as an electric heating plate was also installed so that
coffee could be made inside the bullding.

The year 1018 was a very busy one for the ladles of
the commnity as well. The war hed taken many of the young
men away from the farms and renches, and the women took over.
Besides this, a Red Cross sewing elub was organized by the
nbuéuerque Red Cross president, and Mrs. John Dolan was
elected president of the Mountain View club. The ladies
knit ‘sweators for the soldiers and gave benefits to raise
meney for the needy families of the war dead. Most of the
meetings and socials were held in the schooclhouse, although

some were held in private homes. The Literary Soclety was

1 Mrs. R. D. Myers, personal interview, January 4, 1943.
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broken up and replaced by the activities of the Red Cross
and war dutles.

Because Mr. R. W. Loudon was away to war, the board
slected Mr. Walter Peck to take his place on the sechool
board during his sbsence, Mr. Loudon was wounded in service
and never sccepted membership in the local bdoard again.

The school was now well on its way and any inter-
ested person could run for election if nominated as a board
member, a2s the county had taken over the distriet sechool
in 1912, The local district board could no longer hire the
teachers or janitors; all they could now do was to recommend,

Salaries for teachers were now on the uptrend, and
the principal received §100 a month for twelve months. A
beginning teacher received $200, and cne who had three years
of teaching experience received $1020 a year.

The year 1920 marked the first schoolhouse improve-
ment with county funds. Mrs. John Wilson had been elected
county school superintendent and under her keen management
Mountair View gained an additional schoolroom and a small
kitchenette. Mrs. Wilson remembers that the material for
this room cost the county $4,500 and the labor cost §20.

She recalls that the community helped with carpenter work
and the yard improvements. The people alsc furnished the
labor for the digging of the basement under the added room,
wvherein a steam boller and radiator heating system were
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installed. Underground pipes were lald from the well and
drinking fountains were installed since a new pressure pump
had elso been put in., Mrs. Wilson does not remember exactly
the cost of the pump and the heating system; but belleves
it to be about $1,135., It surely marked an improved era
in the history of Mountain 1‘1“.2

Mrs, Wilson, who was first president of the State
Parent Teachers Association in New Mexico, organized the
Parent Teachers Association in the county schools. The one
at Mountain View was organized October 3, 19220, with Mrs,

J., 8. Bowers as the first president.

Mrs, Wilson provided a stove for the kitchenette and
the teachers prepared hot drinks for the children's lunches,
the money having been provided by the community by giving
benefit socials. The money was turned over to the prinecipal,
who bought the necessary supplies for the hot drinks..choco-
late, cocoa, milk, and sugar. The children furnished their
own cupe and washed them in water heated in the kitchenette.
On some days the teachers prepared hot soup for the children.

In 1919 Mrs, Wilson and the county board employed an
experienced teacher from out of state for prineipal, a Mr.
Scyler who served in that capaecity for three years, after
which the school returned to a two-teacher status. A smell

2 Mrs. John Wilson, personal interview, January 7, 1948.
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electric two-plate stove was added, and the community fur-
nished the money for the children's hot lunech, which was
prepared by the teachers and served in the schoolroom.

The war was now over and community life was on a more
stable footing. Many new people moved into the neighborhood
and a Farm Bureau was organized by J. L. Philips, who became
its first president. NMany interesting and educational meet.
ings were held at the schoolhouse. The new water system
and elecirically equipped kitchenette were very useful for
the social part of the meetings, as hot food was prepared
for many of these meetings.

On June 16, 1920, the county board met with Mrs. Wilson
and let a contract for building improvement for the Mountain
View School at the amount of $4,500.2 Bonds for the project
were floated and the bonds were sold to Bosworth and Chamute.*
On August 28, 1920, a contract for the furnace installation
for Mountain View was let, the amount being $1,135.40.°

There was some friction between the Parm Bureau and
the Parent Teachers Association, which had entirely absorbed
the remnants of the old Literary Society. These two

3 Minutes of meetings of Bernalillo County Board
of Education. Unpublished. Book I, p. 40.

4 1pid., p. 4.
5 1vid., p. 40.
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organizations tried to outdo each other socially in every
wvay. The Parent Teachers Association would give a benefit
for the hot lunch or Red Cross, and the Parm Bureau would
give one just a 1ittle better, or ylce yersa, until there
was much envy and some discord resulting, Because of this
friction, the most spirited school board election in the
history of the school took place in November, 1920. The
committee on the Parent Teachers Association side persuaded
every one of their friends and members who were eligible %o
vote to be at the polls. The Farm Bureau did likewise. The
polling was the largest ever registered at Mountain View.
The Parent Teachers Association candidates won, and for some
time the people of opposite organizations did not speak to
one another. The school suffered from this frictional atmos-
phere until Mrs. Loudon took it upon herself to call a mass
meeting of all the community, disregarding the faction %o
which they belonged. 8he appealed to them and thelir decency
to forget differences and be one people united for the benefit
of all eoncerned as they had been until jealousy and desire
for power had separated them. Mrs. Loudon, in her sure,
firm voice, took charge of the meeting. There were many
present from both factions; but, through her dignity and
diplomacy, Mrs. Loudon reorganized the people of the commu-
nity in gemeral. The ugly situation passed on in time, as
did the Farm Bureau and the Parent Teachers Association.
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Neither faction was in eontrol after that, and interest

in sach organization waned. Fewer and fewer people attended
the meetings of the Parent Teachers Association and it was
finally dropped. The Parm Bureau continued for a year or
two and in due time was absorbed by the combined efforts of
people who had belconged to copposing factions.

For many years there were community parties and socials
given in the schoolhouse, but they were given as community
affairs only and not as the effort of some separate organi.
zation. An improved spirit of cooperation was engendered.
Community hot lunch benefits and social dances are still
held in Mountain View School, and the flcor the people them-
selves laid for dancing purposes is still as good as new,
still intact, although there have been many improvements
mede and rooms added to the original schoolroom.

November, 1920, merked snother change in school admin-
istration when Irene Burke was elected county school superin.
tendent, Miss Burke had 2 special interest in Mountain View
since she had been spending summers with her uncle, Tom Phelan,
in the commmunity since she was a small ehild and knew the
history of this community almost as well as those who had
always lived in it. Miss Burke remembers when the community
was lnown as "Lagunitas® because of the surface water en-
gulfing so much of the bottom land on the east side of the
Rio Grande River in this location. In those days there
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were no modern roads, and she tells of the water in the sur-
face lakes that lay between Albuquerque and her uncle's ranch
being so deep that 1t would enter the bed of the buckboard
as the horse.drawn vehicle in which she was riding waded to
the only high spot in several miles on which steod the
Phelan house.

When the river was high and a rainy season present
("Oh, yes," says Miss Burke, "it really did rain back in those
days,®) it was impossible to reach her uncle’s premises unless
cne had & boat. Things have changed since then; the Middle
Rio Grande Conservancy District, organized in 1926, remedied
the surface water situation, and the Phelan ranch may now be
reached by way of the main improved road through Phelan Lane
which runs directly west from Mcuntain View schoolhouse to
the ranch.

Miss Irene Burke took over her duties as county school
superintendent in January of 1921, and Mountain View was the
first school that she visited. She found it well organized
and operating smoothly, since it had been improved under Mrs.
Wilson's administration, and the three teachers who were
employed were very good. Since Miss Grayson did not return
as one of the teachers, a Mr. Seyler was given the principal-
ship and Miss Emma Garicks was employed as the primery teacher.
Miss Naomi Loudon taught the intermediate grades, and the
school with an enrollment of fifty-five pupils got under







way harmoniously.

Miss Emma Garricks and Miss Naoml Loudon were local
girls; Miss Garricks, however, had moved to the commnity
after she was through the eighth grade and d4id not attend

. Mountain View School as had Naomi Loudon, who was one of the
pupils in the original school.

Miss Burke took a keen iInterest in the welfare of the
Mountain View community and helped in the entertainments.
staged for the purpose of raising money for school lunches
and library books. Her good friend, Ceeilia Murphy, from
North Fourth Street School, had a school orchestra. Miss
Murphy would bring the orchestra out to play for dances
and entertainments for the raising of school funds.

The motor of the pressure pump for the school's water
became faulty during Miss Burke's administration, and she
hed a new one installed. She also added a basketball court
to the school equipment and improved the school grounds by
having gravel hauled and the low muddy places in the school
yard filled and leveled. The gravel was a great help in
keeping mud out of the school during wet weather, The gravel
was donated by the Loudon ranch and the county paid for e
trucking and distribution to the sehool grounds.

The election of 1922 again placed Atanasioc Montoya
in the chair of county school superintendent and he had no
more interest in Mountain View than he did in any of the
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other Bernalille County schools. Not that he neglected
his duty to Mountain View, but he saw to it that Mountain
View did not receive any more than sny other school. Up
until now Mountain View was a ®"favored ehild,"™ but Mr.
Montoya did not approve of the dances and tried to forbid
them, He was overruled by a petition drawn up b;; tbo- people
of the commnity and finally gave his consent for the school-
house to be used for socials as had been the custonm.

Whether it was because the social use of the school-
house was so nearly prohibited or the fact that the new floor
was such a great invitation for social affairs, there fol-
lowed a series of dances and soeials that almost topped the
all-time high of 1911-1912.

At this time the community was becoming interested
in the drainage project that was being promoted by the forma.
tion of the Middle Rio Grande Conservancy District, and a
Conservancy Club was organized., Meetings of the club were
held at the schoolhouse and socials were given just for he
fun of people getting together.

The county board did not see fit to continue the
hiring of three teachers for the year 1922.23, and when Mr.
Montoys went into office the teacher personnel was cut to
two., The hot lunch projeect was continued, and the Mothers'
Club gave a series of box suppers to raise the necessary
money for the school lunches and for the salary of a cook
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who prepared the lunches for the children. Mrs. Sofia Hart-
line was employed as cook and janitor for several years.

Marie Balling was elected county schocl superintendent
in 1926. Emma Garricks and Fay Bowers were retained as
teachers. In the fall of 1927, Mrs. Lolas Giesler returned
to Mountain View as teacher, assisted by her daughter,
Rosamond. She sponsored a tree planting project for the
school in 1928-28., Mountain View was growing and had now
an enrollment of forty-two children with an average dally
attendance of 1:1.\3,1-t)'-nx.s The school census for that year
showed eighty census children in the dhtriet'v Mrs. Glesler
was now teaching children of parents she had taught in 1911.
The parents came often to see the former teacher who had
returned and tock much interest in the school activities.
Mrs. Gliesler asked as a favor that someone would volunteer
to add more gravel to the surface of the school grounds and
the service was gladly rendered by members of the community
who had once been pupils under Mrs. Giesler and who now had
children attending the school.

In 1929-30, Miss Dell Bowers, a former pupil of Moun-
tain View, was employed as teacher along with Miss Louilse
Sanchez. In 1930, Hilario Gonzales was elected county

6
Budge® m;&g':‘ Book I for 1928-29.
(Santa Fe, HNew X&ico, Cap ms; Pe 28,

7&93- git.
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school superintendent and retained Miss Bowers and Miss

Sanchez as teachers for the duration of his term, which was

only two you-t.8

No marked changes took plm at Mountain View during
this period, but it showed a gradual increase in school child
population. The year 1930-31 records an enrollment of forty-
five pupils with a census of ninety-nine.’

Margaret Easterday was elected county sehool superine.
tendent in 1932 and was vested with the responsibilities of
that office from January 1, 1932, to December 31, 19836.
During Miss Easterday's term of office an additional acre
of land adjoining the sehool site was purchased from Mr.,
and Mrs. Charls Henrickson for the price of 050.10 The
additional acre enlarged the playground and made room for
a baseball diamond,

During the year 1933, S, P. Nanninga bought the old
Sweeney and Lopez properties about two and one-half miles
south of the schoolhouse.and has now established his home
in the commnity, Doctor Nanninga is Dean of the College
of Education at the University of New Mexico.

® Bernslillo County Mimutes, Book I. County Court

House

@ ' Book I, 1930-31.
Santa Pc,%w' - 0, W-apam%."

10 charls Henrickson and Lillie Henrickson to Bernalillo
County Board of Education. Warranty Deed Book 146, p. 186.
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Dr. J. W. Diefendorf, professor of Secondary Education in
the University of New !uiee, has also purchased property
adjoining the Schulmeister and Nanninga farms. '

Summary. During the first twenty.flve years of state-
hood in New Mexico the Mountain View School was operated as
a county school and supported from county and state funds.
These were supplemented by small amounts raised by commu-
nity socials and turned over to the schools. The people
continued to regard the school as a communlty center and
held many social gatherings there., The school had two
teachers for the greater part of the period but from 1919
to 1921 it had three teachers. The teacher turnover during
this pericd was almost coupletely each year. A few of the
teachers remained in the school for two years. Mr. Seyler
taught for three years and Miss Buma Garricks for five years.







CHAPTER IV
ATTEMPT AT CONSOLIDATION

The year 1937 marked a peried of improvements both
in the sehool and in the district in gemeral. The depres-
sion was over and new pecple were buying land in the com.
sunity. In fact, the old Diek Schreiber ranch of 160 acres
was plotted into home sites and a village was started. Iis
location was one mile north of Mountain View schoolhouse
and just east of the Santa Fe railroad. Mr. B. H. Kinney,
of the Kimney Brick Plant, bought most of the Schreiber place
and had home sites planned and houses built on these sites.
The sites sold almost before the houses were built. Many
pecple bought homes &nd their children increased the enroll-
ment of Mountain View School.

Since there was a large demand for bricks because of
the extensive building projects, Mr. Kinney built small
homes for his laborers, and their children went to the dis-
trict school. This fact is mentioned here because of a
petition for consclidation that was circulated later bearing
names of people who did not own property in the commnity.
The petition was presented to the ecounty school suthorities
sand as a consequence the school was almost removed from
Mountain View.

When Mr. Tom Wiley was elected county school
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superintendent in 1936, a program to consolidate schools
was in progress. MNr. Wiley, thinking it best for educa-
tional advantages, wes in favor of econsolidating NMountain
View with East San Jose and transporting all of the children
from Mountain View to San Jose by bus. Mr. J. 8. Bowers,
then a member of the county board, also favored such a move,
as did the other members of the Board of Education. During
the summer of 1937 a petition to have Mountain View School
discontinued and have the children transported to San Jose
by bus was cireulated among the parents of children attend.
ing Mountain View School, meny of whom did not own any prop-
erty in the commnity. They signed favorably and the
petition had gained almost enough signatures for acceptance
before the lsnd owners of the commmunity heard about the
desired change. In other words, the county superintendent
and the county school board tried "to pull the wool over
the eyes® of the landowners snd remove their school without
even consulting the old established members of the community.

Juasn Chavez and Charley Phelan, however; heard of the
consolidation scheme in time to notify the rest of the com-
munity. A hard-fought battle followed., A mass meeting
was called and the majority of the property owners of the
comminity met at the schoolhouse and drew up a counter
petition to retain the school. The property owners did
not want their school taken away and they let the
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superintendent and ecounty school board know of it im no
uncertain terms. The mporinwcnt was invited to the
mass meeting and he dnittcd thnthm:uhwrymm-
able by sccusations fired at him and the board. It followed
that the petition signed by the property owners overrode
the first petition by a large majority and the school was
retained, Mr. Wiley realized then how much the people really
valued their loeal sechool and wished to improve it in its
original loeation, but the people had become so angered at
him and at the county board for the attempted removal of
the sehool that they were afraid to trust Mr. Wiley's
judgment and consequently objected to the W. P. A. jimprovement
plan which was in progress. _

The additional room whieh was built in 1920 was in
poor condition and Mr, Wiley wanted to destroy it and re-
build a better room, but the people were afraild of the word
wdestroy," as they thought it only an excuse to attempt
again the removal of their sechool. Another mass meeting
was held and several members of the community argued with
Mr. Wiley in a very pointed discussion. He had a difficult
time trying to persuade them of his real intentions. The
meeting became so heated and the members so angry that it
was decided to uljonrn before a fist fight or something
even worse resulted.

Mr. Wiley stood his ground and the old room was torn
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down and a new and better one built in its place. At this
same time & new kitchenette was built in the rear of the
building fountains were installed, and new rest rooms built.
This improvement was sponsored by the Government at a cost
of about §3,000.

The years 1938 to 1944 showed & gradual increase in
school enrollment and census childrem. However, the year
1944-45 showed a decrease from an average of seventy-nine
pupil attendance to sixty-five. It is believed that the
flow of workers to the war plant areas was the cause of this
drop in pupil attendance, because in 1945 the emnrollment was
agein back to seventy-eight average. |

In 1940 Miss Caroline Schmidt was elected county
school superintendent and the war pericd showed a fluctus-
tion in attendance. Many people were on the move owing to
war conditions and employment opportunities at war plants.
Some of the best teachers quit teaching and worked in
munition factories and airplane construction plants; some
joined the armed services. MNiss Schmidt and the County
Board had a hard time keeping good teachers. However,
Glenn Simpson and Blanche Fleming remained at Mountain View
and this partieniar sehool did not suffer from lack of good
teachers as did some of the other schools in Bermalillo
County., When Mr. Simpson left in 1942 he was replaced by
another efficient teacher, Corrilla James, who remained
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as teacher with Blanche Fleming for the duration of the war.

In 1944 the soil erosion projects were introduced
and promoted by the Government, and Mr. Cecil Pragnell was
instrumental in organizing the fi:em Soil Conservation
District on February 28, 1944, in the Mountain View comm.
nity. Joe Schwartsman was its first president. The meet.
ings, both business and social, were held at Mountain View
schoolhouse, The elub is still in existence. Mr. Joe
Schwartzman, of the Schwartzman Packing Company, is its
president. George Barte, E. V. Logan, and R. L. Conroy were
elected supervisors. At a meeting of the organization at
Mountain View School in November, 1944, Doctor 8. P. Nanninga
was elected supervisor following the death of Mr. Conroy.
George Barte has since passed away and Lee, his son, was
elected to fill the vacaney.

In 1944, Mr. Cecil Pragnell, Bernalillo County Agri-
cultural Agent, bought a home and thirty acres of land about
one mile west of Mountain View schoolhouse on Phelan Lane.

Mr. Wiley was again elected county superintendent in
1944, This term of office marked a great improvement for
all of the eounty schools. Under his efficient management
monies have been appropriated through action of the board
and improved school buildings have been built. Mountain
View has received additional school building space costing
$10,000, consisting of two new rooms 23 by 33, a large hall,
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and a new lunch room. Miss Rosamond Giesler was chosen as
principal of the school im 1947, with Mrs. Romero and Mrs.
Bradford as assistants.

In February, 1948, the Bookmobile visited Mountain
View for the first Stime, Miss Giesler arranged for it to
visit the school every month for the ensuing year, inecluding
vacation time, when the Bookmobile visits the school on
Sunday vhen the Sunday school teachers are present and
accept the books and distribute them among the children
of the commnity.

Miss Giesler is sponsoring a beautified school ground
program and has in her school an enrollment of 102 pupils.

A church site has been donated to the commmity
adjoining the sechool property on the scuth just seross
Phelan Lane. This site was donated by Loulse Loudon Tarter
in memory of her mother, Mrs. Ida Loudon, one of the com-.
mnity's pioneer members. Protestant Sunday school meet.
ings have been held at the scheoolhouse for many years.







CHAPTER V
FINAKCE

The history of a school district should include the
ability of the distriet to support a school., Therefore the
suthor has obtained the assessed valuation of the county
and district for the years 1909 to 1947 inclusive and the
sverage dally attendance of the school. By dividing the
assessed valuation of the districit by the average daily
attendance, the wealth behind each child in school has also
been determined and listed on a separate sheet. Beginning
with the year 1909 the wealth behind each child is presented
for every year up to sad including the year 1947.

The sssessed valustion of the distriet in territorial
days was much less than the assessed valuation of the dis-
trict today., One reason is that the Government owned much
of the land in the district and no taxes were paid on it.
This land was open to homesteaders. Many of the homesteads
were proved up and deeds issued to the homesteaders. A
valuation put upon the homestead came into effect scon after
New Mexico became a state. The assessed valuation of the
district showed a steady inerease for the years 1909, 1210,
and 1911. The valuation rese from §70,842 in 1911 %o
$96,842 in 1912, The year 1914 slso showed a great increase
in valuation. The records show in 1913 an assessed valuation
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of $96,987 and in 1914 an assessed valuation of sme,as?.l
The valuation showed a slight fluetuation during the year
1918 to 1921, a decisive increase in 1922, dropping again
slightly in 1923, with a much greater drop in 1924. In
fact, the drop was from $465,290 in 1923 to $426,982 in

1924.2

The year 1930 showed the greatest assessed valuation
of all the thirty-eight years coversd by the study, 1t then
be<ns1:XMLFault xmlns:ns1="http://cxf.apache.org/bindings/xformat"><ns1:faultstring xmlns:ns1="http://cxf.apache.org/bindings/xformat">java.lang.OutOfMemoryError: Java heap space</ns1:faultstring></ns1:XMLFault>