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Schwebell: Dear Sun, Marie Luise Kaschnitz

NoRot Shall Overtake Us - DearSun . -
And in the hereafter, the tremendous past We believe in this
Of grass and pebble and stone, Our great
I will havelived, wholivetolast - ' Freedom to die
Eternities of polished bone . ‘ Houses our houses
And silence, who will have sung torrents Vineyards our vineyards
} Ofsound, whobeat mybrain =~ Letlic fallow—
- Against my leaden wing into winded instruments L -
" Of rhythm, sigh, and tone, We believe that nobody
' - Could forceuslater .
'Heartwardand worldward, intoandunder =~ . Toriscintothelight
And over the weeds, that cannot ' To the tremendous
.Ever hush this music, that bursts like thunder Effort of ctér}}al life.
Out of my loneliness. No rot ' : ,
, ' L We believe itis in our power
Shall overtake us after death, who defy . Not to love anymore
Verminand grasstoerascus And toletdriftat last—
Out of divine love; for after thatlove we die .. ' Cold amid cold swarms—" .
Into no emptiness. - 'This our star. ' <
—LoraDunets . But the unabated
(after Baudelaire) ‘Daily eviderice
‘} o : Of kissing lips
| : ~ Ofdearsun
| Fairearth
_ Foreverand ever
. Knows better.
i - —Marie Luise Kaschnitz o
Neue Gedichte, Claasen VerlagGmbH. -
: Hamburg, 1957

translated by Gertrude C. Schwebell
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