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Twenty-nine special shapes and sizes were required to fulf ill the architect's requirements.

The basic theme for the facade was a textured , integrally colored material which is capable of adapting to 10
wall and roof configurations.

R. V. Lord and Associates chose CREGO CUSTOMIZED CONCRETE MASONRY for the NAVAJO SKILL
CENTER AT CROWNPOINT, NEW MEXICO.

Photo of arc hit ect 's model of the Training-Administrative Facility - one of a $5 .5 million , six-building complex .
including a dormit ory building, a support building, and three six-plex family housing units.

Pro ject Name - Navajo Skill Center

Owner - The Navajo Nation

Architect - R. V. Lord and Associates
Boulder, Colorado

General Contractor - Hunt Building Corporation
EI Paso, Texas

Masonry - Bob Davis Mason ry, Inc.
Albuquerque. New Mexico

CREGO BLOCK COMPANY
(505) 345·4451

8028 SECOND STREET, N.W.
ALBUQUERQUE,

NEW MEXICO 87107
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Philippe Register , A lA, vacat ioned
about France during the summer of
1976. His account and some of his
many sketches enliven this issue of
NMA. Phil is a past president of the
old New Mexico Chapter, AlA , (1961)
and is in private pract ice in Santa Fe.
(Note: the New Mexico Society of
Architects was formed out of the
New Mexico Chapter on January 9,
1965. Out of the single statewide
chapter there evolved three chapters:
Albuquerque, Santa Fe and Southern,
joined together under the new state
societv.)

Edna Heatherington Bergman, archi­
tectu ral historian and graduate of the
Architectural Department , UNM , pro­
vides us with current and corrected
information about the New Occidential
Insurance Company building in Albu ­
querque. See also her story on the
" Revival of an International Style
House" in the November /December,
1976 issue of NMA.



505/247-2214

ALUMINUM SALES CORP.
P.O. Box 6407 Albuquerque, NM 87107

See it on
Albuquerque Garden Center

Feleclan Sisters Convent
Los Lunas High School

Red River Municipal Bldg .

locks together
like
one piece of metal!
In rich arch itectu ral colors or heat
reflective stucco-embossed natu ral
alumi num, these foot-wide panels zip
together electrically, like one piece
of metal.
Bold 2V2-inch standing seam give
bold contour, weathertightness, and
rugged strength over longer spans .
Concealed fl oat ing anchors eliminate
th ru fasteners and permit thermal
movement. You can design for full
ridge-to-eave or eave-to-sill lengths
(80 feet and more) without end laps .
More and more architects, builders,
and eng ineers are picking Zip-Rib fo r
beauty', performance, durabil ity.
Let 's talk about this exclusive
Kaiser Aluminum roofing & siding
system for your next project.
Learn why it installs at less cost
per square than other premium
metal systems!

ZIP-RIB®
ALUMINUM
ROOFING & SIDING

Brooks and Clay. Inc. served as general contractors for
Albuquerque's Mound Terrace Office Complex. They
used Trus Joist components for the structural system de ­
signed by Dean & Hunt Associates. architects. Here's
what Robert W Brooks told us later:

Ahead oi schedule.
Because we were
behind them.

It figures. Trus Joists are built for speed. For labor sav­
ings. For optimum strength . Give us a call and find out
for yourself.

"We would like to compli m e nt your organization
and the Trus Joist Co. for the way the joist system
was handled . . . The easy application and quick
delivery time has our Company well ahead of
schedule."

In Albuquerque. call In EI Paso. call
McGill Stephens. Inc., McGill Stephens. Inc..
Suite LL6, Citizens Bank 4100 Rio Bravo sr,
Bldg., 2500 Louisiana Blvd.•Suite 320. EI Paso 79902,
N.E.•Albuquerque 87110, Phone 915/544-4505
Phone 505 /292 ·3366

Tnas Joist stnactural roof and floor sys­
tems distributed by McGill Stephens. Inc••
Albuquerque and EI Paso.
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A mitme t to quality.
TOTAL VERSATILITY IN PRECAST CONCRETE

JI
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Los Altos Towers Apartments· a twin seven
story structure.

Kenneth C. Maetzold . Denver, Architect
Wilbur D. Stites· Engineer
Robert E. Davis Construction Co.. Contractor
Cauwels . Davis Associates · Owner

2 story totally precast concrete office·
lab· classroom.
John Reed· Architect
N.M. Institute of Mining & Technology

Stanley Structures produces and erects a full range of precast pro­
ducts for apartments, offices, warehouses, commercial and indus­
trial buildings, including walls, floors and roofs. These products
include twin tees, flat slabs, girders, beams, columns, stairs and
wall panels.

~~IStanley Structures ::

NMA March·April 1978

1304 Menaul, N. E.
P.O. Box 3855
Albuquerque, New Mexico 87110
(505) 345-5671



Right from the start, masonry
saves you money. Engineered load­
bearing masonry construction,forex­
ample, c:ansave up to30% ininitia1 costs
over competitive structural frame
systems.The masonry servesas both
structureand enclosure whileprovid­
ing a fire,soundand thermal barrier.

New masonry technology, such
as loadbearing masonry and masonry
panels,can substantially reduce con-

struction time, lowering costly con­
struction financing and permitting
earlieroccupancy.

When completed, a masonry
building will provide significant sav­
ingsinenergycosts.Because of their
mass, masonry walls can reduce en­
ergy useallyear long, lowering oper­
ating costs and allowing the use of
smaller and less expensive heating
and cooling equipment.

Finally, masonry walls save
moneythroughout thelifeofthebuild­
ing becausethey require little main­
tenance for care and cleaning. You
save money from beginning to end.

There are studies available
which show just how much money
masonrycansaveyou. Forfreecopies,
writeto usat the addressbelow.

When youbuild with masonry, you
buildforkeeps.

When masonrygoes up, costs go down.

MASON CONTRACTORS ASSOCIATION OF NEW MEXICO
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INSTITUTE FO R
ENVIRONMENTAL
EDUCATlON
ESTABLISHED AT UNM

A number of ac tivities gea red
to inform residents of th e South­
west how various man-mad e an d
natural environments affect peo­
ple ar e being planned by the re­
cently established Institute for En ­
vironmental Education at th e Uni ­
versity of New Mexico.

The institute, the first of its kind
in the nation, is co-sponsored by
UNM's College of Education and
School of Architecture and Plan­
ning. It was established with a
$40,000 grant from the National
Endowmen t for the Arts and a
$17,000 National Science Founda­
tion grant.

"This program was established
to promote gradua te training of
resource personnel to assist public
institutions in raising the levels of
a wa r e n e s s, understanding an d
knowled ge of the int errelat ionships
between man and his environ ­
ment," said Dr. Anne Taylor of
the College of Education.

Taylor and Dr. Wolfgan g F . E.
Preiser of the School of Architec­
ture and Planning are co-d irectors
of the institute.

"We want to alert Albuquerque
citi zens and oth ers in the growing
Southwest about the delicat e bal­
ance between man and his envir­
onment and th e aes the tics and
qu alit y of the 'built' envi ronment,"
Preiser said.

Projects bein g conducted by the
institute cur rently involve various
Albuquerque schools.

"For yea rs, our children have
been closeted in ste rile, mono­
chrome classroom boxes whi ch
hou se antiqua ted desks, tabl es and
inad equat e storage systems. Th ere
has been littl e or no relat ionship
between classroom or playground
architecture and what is to be
learned by children," Taylor said.

Taylor is a member of a United
States Office of Education task
forc e whi ch has been assigned to
study methods in whi ch 'built en-

vironrnent' educa tion can be incor­
porated into school curricula.

At the Ranchos Elementary
School in Albuquerque, students
from the institute are working with
par ents, faculty and Albuquerqu e
Public Schools staff "to modify a
first-grade classroom based on de­
velopmenta l needs of children,"
she said.

Th e institute is conducting sim­
ilar projects at the Sandia Prepa­
tory School and at an elementary
school near Callup. In addition,
"selected school playgrounds will
be stud ied as to their potential to
become both outdoor classrooms
and neighborhood parks," Preiser
said .

Taylor said a series of television
shows is be ing planned to docu­
ment and disseminat e inform ation
on the Ranchos project .

Other activities planned by the
institute incl ude a conference on
April 7 for members of the Envi­
ronm ental Design Research Associ­
ation ( ED RA) and other interest­
ed parties.

"The conference will assess na ­
tional trends in environmenta l de­
sign educa tion and give future di­
rection to the institute based on
oth er work in the field ," said
Preiser.

He said the institute will also
send faculty and student rep resent ­
a tives to an EDRA-sponsored con­
ference to be held lat er in April in
Tu cson, Ariz., whe re several pre­
sen ta tions will be mad e by both
groups.

In March , the institute will
sponsor a seminar on "On Training
the Environmental Design Educa­
tor" at the National Art Educa tion
Associa tion Conference in Hous­
ton, Texas.

The institute, which is housed
in the UNM Sch ool of Architec­
ture an d Planning on the comer of
Stanford and Central, offers a Mas­
ter of Architecture Degree with an
option in environmenta l educa tion
for students with background in
architecture and education.

"The institute is an interdisci­
plinary proj ect whi ch requires

l'{MA MaTch.Apr~l 1978

much voluntary effort from col­
leges and sac rifice from the faculty
members involved. It is a good ex­
ample of how two different divi­
sions of the University can com­
bine their resources to address
problems of public concern ," Tay­
lor said.

M ITCHELL &J. S ERVEN
&JOINS ROSWELL FIRM

The Roswell-Las Cruces archi­
tectural firm of Alley-Connell and
Associa tes has announced the ad­
dition of Mitche ll J. Serven to its
staff as head of the planning sec­
tion.

Mr. Serven has prepared long­
range development plans for citi es,
urban recreation programs and
state parks throughout th e western
United States. He has also con­
ducted land use studies in connec­
tion with private business ven­
tures. His outdoor design work has
involved golf course s, marinas,
street layouts in various develop­
ment situa tions and the setting of
norms for coord ina ted residential
and commercia l building.

The American Association of
Nurserymen honored Mr. Serven
for a subs ta tion beautification pro­
ject he carried out for th e Sierra
Pacific Pow er Co. of Nevada. His
landscap e architec ture for the
Washoe County Library in Reno
also won nat ional recognition from
th e associa tion.

His publications include a state­
wid e recreation plan for Nevada,
an urban expansion plan for the
city of Auburn, Calif., and a plan
for a 124-acre community parks

Cont inued on poge 17 ...
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What are the facts about Albuquerque's Venetian Palace?
(and what is the truth about its des igners?)

an update by Edna Heatherington Bergman

The autumn of 1977 in Albuquerque was enliven­
ed for those who are interested in local architecture
and its history by the publication of a numb er of
articles about local buildings and about architecture
in general. The New Mexico Independent ran an en­
tire issue in Octob er and several followup pieces and
lett ers in honor of Architecture Week. Albuquerqu e
magazin e, besides startin g off a regular series on local
buildin gs with one on the Simms Building ( footnote:
1954, Flatow, Moore: the remarkable heatin g and
cooling system, designed by Bridgers and Paxton, is
of as much importance as the building itself, which
was the city's first "high-rise."), includ ed in its Oc­
tober issue an article by Bainbridge Bunting on Al­
buquerque's best and worst buildings. Continuing
into the new year, the Independent has recently de­
voted front -page space to the Old and the New Oc­
cidental Buildings, two of the city's most interesting
remnants.

However, persistent errors flaw the accounts of
the New Occidental Building, the whit e terra-cott a
palace at Third and Gold Streets, and some were even
incorporated into the caption of the photo on page
13 of the November-December New Mexico Archi­
tecture. I do not know what is the source of the dat e
1924 for the constru ction of this building. There is,
in the back room of the Building and Inspection De­
partment , a simple log of building permit s from 1913
until the advent in the forties of the present file­
drawer record system. Bainbridge Bunting also pos­
sesses a transcription from this log of all jobs listed
over a minimum cost - I think $2500 - from 1913
through 1930. Permit 1162, late in 1916, is for the
comer of Third and Gold, block 17, lots 13-16, Occi­
dental Life Insurance Co., $35,000 for a one-story
building . No permit appears for the address in 1923
or 24.

Perry Wilkes, from his research in the city di­
rectories, gives a history of the address changes of
the Occidental company: From the Old Occidental
Building of 1905, on the southwest com er of Cen tral
and Broadway, "they moved into the Korber Build­
ing (now demolished ) at 200 1 2nd about 1914.
They moved to the comer of Third and Gold about
1917 . . ." (footnote: New Mexico Independent, vol.
82, no. 12, Jan. 6, 1978, p. 1) I think this evidence
supports that of the building permit log, that the
buildin g was designed and built 1916-17.

Local Architect Louis Hesselden, who was 21 at
the time it was built , confirmed Trost and Trost as
the architects. The best information on Henry Trost
and his firm is a paper by Lloyd Engelbrecht in the
Prairie School Review, vol. VI no. 4, Fourth Quarter
1969. (Footnote : Dr. Engelbrecht, now at Wichita

State University, has continued his research on Trost
and has found new information since 1969. He is to
present a paper on the Franciscan Hotel at the meet­
ing of the Society of Archit ectural Historians in San
Antonio, Texas, in April, 1978). Henry Trost was
born in Toledo, Ohio, in 1860, and after working as
a draftsman in Toledo architects' offices can be found
practicing architecture in the Southwest in the early
1880·s. By 1888 he was in Chicago, where he was ac­
tive in the Chicago Architectural Sketch Club and
was designing ornamental iron work. Although he is
not known to have worked in the Sullivan office, he
certa inly learned to design Sullivanesque ornament,
and some of his drawings in this style are in the
Humanities Research Center of the University of
Texas at Austin. Trost moved to Tucson in 1898 and to
El Paso in 1904. Some fine evidence of his own hand
in the New Occid ental's design is the ornament in
the spandrels between the arches. The Doges' Palace
itself has blank spandrels.

My own history of Albuquerque archi tectural
firms, derived from city directori es, does not start
till 1920, in which year Trost and Trost are listed . In
1921 and 22 the listing reads "George P. Hill, Asso­
ciate." ( From his own history in architectural direc­
tories, we know that A. W. Boehning, Sr., was a drafts­
man for Trost and Trost 1921-24). In 1923 George M.
Williamson is listed as associate, but in 1924 ( Wil­
liamson having set up his own firm ) the listing is
again simply Trost and Trost. The firm is not listed
from 1925 until in 1931 they reappear as Trost and
Trost and W. M. Brittelle.

William Miles Brittelle, Sr., was born in Imperial,
Nebraska, in 1894. After serving in the army in World
War I, he began his architectural career working in
the office of H. J. Manning in Denver, in 1920, study­
ing at the Denver extension of the Beaux-Arts Insti­
tute of Design. He was working in Pueblo, Colorado;
in 1926, evidently still with the Manning firm, when
according to John Ginner, Williamson recruited him
specifically to be a designer; he remained as chief
draftsman and designer until 1931. He described his
position with Trost and Trost in 1931-3~ as architect
and designer. In 1932 he set up his own office in
partnership with Ginner.

John Ginner told me in an interview a little more
than a year ago of the jubilation in the office in 1934
when Brittelle got the remod elling job by promising
to bring it in at a cost no higher than the insurance
payment. The existing crenellated and crocketed
cornice replaces Trost's original deep overhang. Brit­
telle also enclosed wha t had been an open arcade,
considerably increasing the building's floor area.
Britte lle was the designer of the old St. Joseph 's Hos-

8 NMA March·April 1978



The new Occidental Building at Th ird and Gold, Albuquerque

I hope it is true. Further research suggests itself:
had Trost himself quoted the Palace in an Oklahoma
building?

Postscript , February 22 : I have just learned from
Dr. Engelbrecht that origina l plans of the New Oc­
cidental still exist in a private collection in El Paso,
and are dated July 19, 1916.

Dr. Enge lbrecht is continuing his research on Hen­
ry Trost, and expects eventually to publish a long
article or a book on Trost and his work. This will be
a most valuable reference for New Mexico histor­
ians, as many important New Mexico buildings were
designed by Trost. In Albuquerque, the firm was re­
sponsible for the Berthold Spitz House (Chaparral
Hom e ), the original building of Albuquerque High
School, the New Occid ental, the First National Bank,
and the Sunshine, among others. ERB

pital, the President's Residence at the University of
New Mexico, the Strong-Thorne Mortuary, and the
First United Presbyterian Church.

It is commonly supposed that the reason for the
ew Occident al's quotation of the first story of the

Doges' Palace was that the client (and wheth er this
would have been Raynolds or McMillen is not clear
to me ) had tra velled to Europe, seen and admired
the original. But Louis Hesselden told me that what
the client had actually seen was in Oklahoma, an­
other building quoting the Palace. This is one of my
favorit e stories about Albuquerque architecture, and

.'",
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A detail from 1934
working drawings

by W. Miles Brittelle, Sr.,
A.IA
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OLD OCCIDENTAL
TO BE DEMOLISHED!

First Baptist Church
elects to destroy

-a report by
Edna Heatherington Bergman

On Wednesday, March 8, the congregation of Al­
buquerque's First Baptist Church voted to accept the
decision of the church's Building and Future Projects
Committee to raze the Old Occidental Building (see
NMA, Nov-Dec 1977) for a parking lot. The demo­
lition is scheduled for early June. H. B. Hom, of the
committee, is quoted in the Albuquerque Journal of
March 10 as saying that the parking lot which will
replace the Occidental and two adjacent buildings
will "make that whole block look better."

The Baptists, who have, like the downtown Meth­
odist and Episcopal congregations, remained down­
town during the city's sprawl and the urban renewal
period, feel that they are demonstrating a commit­
ment to central Albuquerque with the two-and-a­
half-million dollar new building west of the original
structure. (Brittelle and Ginner's 1937 church was
enlarged with a wing on the north in the fifties. The
new building is by Kruger, Lake, Pogue and Hutchin­
son with Richard P. Milner Associates). The enor­
mous parking area, which already covers the entire
block on which the church stands, is indeed signifi­
cant in showing the great number of people who
come into the neighborhood once or more a week
for worship and education.

But although the Baptists thus feel that they are
clearly demonstrating a sincere loyalty to Albuquer­
que's center, two perpetual errors underlie the deci­
sion to raze the Old Occidental: the inability to rec­
ognize its importance as an old and beautiful build­
ing; and the failure to understand the comer of Cen­
tral and Broadway as part of its surrounding neigh­
borhood and of the Central Corridor.

Beautiful buildings, as distinct from imposing,
respectable, or important buildings, are very rare.

The Old Occidental, besides its significance in Al­
buquerque's history and its place in the city's fabric ,
is truly beautiful. Its beauty is of a type which can­
not, after the changes of almost 75 years, be recre­
ated. And its place in the city's history and fabric
is not insignificant. This first building of the Occi­
dental Life Insurance Company is also an important
element in the texture of Central Avenue east of the
railroad. The residential neighborhoods around it are
just beginning to be rehabilitated, and the Central
Corridor Task Force is just beginning to explore the
possibilities for reconstruction of the commercial
street which should serve those neighborhoods. Reno­
vation of the 1923 public library two blocks east is
now underway, and the fate of the high school cam­
pus between church and library hangs in the balance.
To create a wide empty expanse across Central west
of Broadway will further isolate these neighborhoods
and will create a disconcerting gap in what should
be a comfortable pedestrian and bus or trolley link
with downtown. Instead of contributing to the dense,
lively urban quality which can be the unique con­
tribution of the older central neighborhoods, the
church will be establishing itself incongruously in the
city's center as a kind of religious shopping center,
whose customers, arriving from any distance by car,
might more conveniently and less destructively have
been accommodated in parking lots adjacent to a
highway exit.

Just as federal renewal investments, sincerely in­
tended to bring new life to America's cities, created
deserts of rubble, the church's investment, sincerely
intended to "enhance" its neighborhood, will fail in
a very similar way. EHB

10 NMA March·April 1978
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Here's an idea for a fun and inexpensive vacation ,
once you have paid the price to get there. It is an
account of my sketching trip to France during the
summer of 1976.

Unlike the United States , France, along with other
European countries is laced with roads running in all
direc tions connecting cities, towns and villages. Un­
fortunately most visitors simply do not have the time
to peruse the smaller byways . The Michelin large
scale maps (scale 1:200,000 or approximately 31J2
miles to the inch) are unsurpassed in detailing even
the smallest of roads. When one considers that it takes
35 of these maps to cover France, a country the
size of Texas (less the Panhandle) and each of these
maps is criss-crossed with roads, one begins to get
an idea of how many places to see there really are­
many more than can be seen in a lifetime. Most of
these roads are very narrow and infrequently travel­
led. They are almost without exception blacktopped,

which brings me to the subject of this article, a trip
across France on a "Mobylette," better known as a
MOPED in this country.

The sketches which are shown with this article
were done on this trip which started in Avignon in
the southern part of France and terminated in Paris,
a distance of 800 kilometers. Once having decided to
make the trip, I started looking for a Mobylette, only
to find that-renting one was not -possible. People ap­
parently don't rent these types of transportation, so
rather than abandon the idea, I bought a slightly
used Peugeot Mobylette. Insurance was the only legal
prerequisite. Licenses are not required for low horse­
power two-wheeled units. There was a requirement
of wearing a helmet, but this was just good common
sense. As things turned out, I was able to sell the
Mobylette at the end of the trip for $20 less than
I had paid.

Since I did not have time to make a round trip

NMA March-April 1978 11
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I bou ght the machine in Versa illes where I had been
visiting relati ves, put it and myself on the train in
Paris, and nine hours lat er demounted in Avignon
read y for the grea t adve nture.

ot to be burdened with too much weight, I ca r­
ried a minimum of clothing which I placed in a back­
pack strapped to the rear carrier of the Mobylette ,
I decided to make my sketches with a felt-tip pen,
which, with two 10" x 12" pads comprised all of my
ar t supplies. It did not take me long to realize th e
necessity of carrying with me certain articles such as
a pla stic container of bottled water, corkscrew, knife,
soap, a towel, a bottle of Woolite, for washin g my
limit ed wardrobe each night.

With the Michelin large scale maps, I was abl e
to plot my course a day ahea d, allowing for varia­
tions if thin gs looked more interestin g in oth er direc­
tions. In all cases, I avoided the large ( marked in
red ) roads, and stuck to th e (yellow) secondary or
( white ) terti ary roads. In this way I never went
through a town of more than 5000 inhabitants.

A typical day would consist of gett ing up about
8 to 8:30, ord ering the "pe tit Dejeuner" in my room .
Th e French br eakfasts are alw ays the same, varyin g
only in what kind of confiture ( jam) one is apt to be
served. A large cup of strong coffee, with ho t milk
if one wan ts, a huge piece of absolutely fresh bread
( in France , the bakeries bake during the night so the
bread is fresh in the morning ), sometimes a croisson,
fresh butter and jam, usually hom emade.

I wou ld be on by way on the Mobylette by 9 :30,
and would cover about 40 to 50 kilometers before the
sun got too hot. I would have to be sure to cover a
good portion of the distance for that day in the morn­
ing as the middle of the day is not good for travel
for a number of reasons. One of these is that eve ryone
takes a two to three hour siesta starting at noon , and
with the exception of cafes and restaurant s every­
thin g is closed , and rolling through the main stree ts
of small villages during that time is quite incon sid­
erate du e to the noise generated by th e motor. Also
if one happens to run out of gas at that tim e, one

....,,- .
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might as well relax in the shade of a tree for several
hours. I generally tried to do a sketch du ring the
time betw een noon and three in the afternoon with
a picnic and nap thrown in. I limited the sketches
to an hour. Picnics for lunch worked out well. Some­
times during the morning, I would stop at a local
grocery store and buy whatever seemed the freshest
-tomatoes, cheese , peaches, then to the butcher for
some pate de fois gras, sliced tongue or other local
product, then to the bakery for the traditional Frenc h
bread . All this, plus a bottl e of local wine was all
that I needed , and sometimes more.

Stopping by the side of the road to rest, sketch,
or eat, was simple and conven ient. The little villages
had lovely parks. Often there was a chateau with mag­
nificent grounds open to the public. There were al­
ways landscaped areas around the old churches and
monasteries. People seemed to und erstand my pres­
ence there, and generall y nodded or said hello.

After resting, I would be off for the second half
of the day's travel, by now studying the map a bit
more carefully so that I would arrive at a village
which would contain a modest hotel for the night.
After one experience of wait ing too late to find ac­
commoda tions, I made sure I was at my destination
no later than six in the afternoon, as small hote ls arc
prey to a clientele consisting of traveling salesmen
and sometimes other tourists, and one can find one­
self out in the cold. Also, one does not realize the
lateness of the hour in summer. The sun sets at 10:00.

After checking into the local hotel, which usually
had a total of 8 to 12 rooms, and sometimes was real­
ly the upstairs of a bar or local restaurant, I would
take a long walk with sketch pad in hand. Sometimes
I would do ano ther sketch. Then back to the hotel,
and a small to medium size dinner. Even in the small­
est villages, the meal was quite a production, a start­
ing course of hors d'oeuvres, a meat course (chicken,
veal, small steak ), fresh vegetables , cheese, and a bas­
ket of fruit. Reading a good book, writing postcards,
would complete the day.

From Avignon to the outskirts of Lyon the terrain
was fairly level as the route wen t along the Rhone
Valley. Once into the region of Bourgogne, there was
a dramatic chan ge in scenery as one climbed into the
small mountain rang es north and east of Lyon . Then
across the rich farmland of Nievre and Yonne where
pastures and cultivated fields of wheat were inter­
mingled with heavy forests. About a hundred kilo­
meters from Paris, one became aware of increased
population and more formal land scape such as the
Forest of Fontainhl eau and more cars, although it
was surprisingly easy by this time to keep on the
smallest of roads which went their way to the very
outskirts of Paris .

The accompanying sketches show the variety of
scenes encounte red . All over France there are Gothi c
and Romanesqu e churches, monasteries and sixteenth
and seventeen century chatea ux. TIle nice part about
travelling the small roads is that one sees those which
are not internationally known , yet which are in the

, I

I

same league with the most celebra ted. One sees a
coun try which has not changed over the cen turies.
An occasional car, high tension wires, a distant train
whistle is all that reminds one of the present. Cows
and pastora l scenes were everywhere, with sleepy
little villages, barn s with pit ched roofs, stone walls,
and most of all quiet, that is, when my Mobylett e was
turn ed off.

As for cost, it had to be the most economical va­
cation I have had in many a year. Hotels average 8
to 10 dollars a night, dinn er abou t 5 dollars, break­
fast a dollar. Gasoline is expensive, but my machine
did not use enough to make this a probl em.

I'm sure that my experience could have been re­
peated in many countries in Europe, England, or
other parts of the world . As worthwhile as my trip
was, I would not recommend making it longer than
ten days. Such things set in as getting rather sore
from ridin g too many kilometers , and being "on the
road" alone for tha t length of time has its limitation s.
It might be more of a lark with another person or
three or four, provided everyone had the same ob­
jective. Sketc hing really made the trip for me as I
was able to spend the time without distraction, and
one learns from sketching in a way no other medium
can provide. I hope to do it again one of these days.

PR
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The paints and coatings

profess- naIs use.
Easy-on interior paints, climate-designed
exterior paints, color coordinated wall­
coverings, industrial-technical coatings,
and a complete selection of professional
supplies and accessories. Since 1936.

Albuquerque, N.M.: 1214 San Pedro N.E.
EI Paso, Texas: 1531 Magoffin, 9054 Dyer ,

7636 Gateway East, 5937 N. Mesa
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Continued from page 7

school center in Seattle, Wash . He
has drafted environmental analyses
and impact sta tements for private
resorts, subdivisions, public utili­
ties and national pa rks.

With Alley-Conne ll and Associ­
ates Mr. Serven will oversee a
number of planning activities. He
is in charge of the firm's projects
involving multiple stage building
programs and the use of open
space. He received his bachelor's
degree in landscape architecture
from. the University of Florida.

SCHOOL ENERGY
COSTS INCREASED
150 PCT. IN 5 YEARS ;
THERE IS SOLUTION

Public elemen tary and secondary
schools will spend about $50 on
energy for each student enrolled
in the current academic year.
That's a stiff bill, (over $2.2 bil­
lion nationally) and any conserva­
tion efforts to reduce consump­
tion will benefit taxpayers in ev­
ery school district, and , of course,
the nation's over-all energy pro­
gram.

In 1972-73, the year before the
oil -embargo, the cost of energy
to the average school district was
under $20 per student. Since that
year school administrators have
watched their energy bills increase
150%. The high cost of energy

is significant in the over-all budget
because energy represents between
15% and 20% of a school's non­
salary operating costs. No one can
accurately predict future energy
costs, although some energy watch­
ers say we can expect annual in­
creases of between 12% and 15%.
This means that the cost of en­
ergy will double in less than 7
years.

Unfortunately, schools have not
done as much as they could to
conserve energy and money. There
are two principal reasons for this.
One is that conservation has a low
priority when such critica l issues
as teacher contracts, enrollment
decline , student competency, and
vandalism demand so much atten­
tion. The other reason is that
schools are not exempt from the
national confusion over energy.
This is especially true with respect
to the costs of mounting a conser­
vation program. The question ,
"How much will it cost to save en­
ergy?" has not had a very clear
answer.

However, the answer is simple
and direct for with minimum ex­
penditure schools could save 30%
of their energy bill. By using
school buildings efficiently and by
having a building "tune-up," sim­
ilar to a car tune-up, savings of
20% to 30% may be realized.

Congress is considering an en-

ergy measure that will make cap­
ital funds available for schools
that have completed their opera­
tiona l improvements. Such capital
investments are expected to result
in additional energy savings of
20%.

If all public schools were opera­
ting efficiently, the national sav­
ings would be about $665 million,
split almost evenly between fuel
and electricity. At present, energy
accounts for three cents of every
school dollar, and one cent of that
is usually wasted due to poor con­
struction, inefficient heati ng sys­
tems, overlighting, and poorly
trained personnel.

Higher energy costs are inevit­
able but their impact on a school
budget can be minimized if the
school administration develops an
energy conservation program that
includes setting an energy reduc­
tion goal such as lowering con­
sumption by 20% during the first
year. A well thought out program
enlisting the support of students,
teachers, custodians, adminis trat­
ors, and parents not only saves
money, but can also serve as an
example for eliminating energy
waste in non-school activities.

EFL is a nonprofit organization
that researches and provides in­
formation on the building and op­
erati on of facilities for public in ­
stitu tions.
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J.' ~I~/ Qualify Concrete Masonry Products

/ and many allied building materials.
Serving New Mexico and West Texas
for over a quarter of a century.

P.O. Box 1633
Roswell, NM 88201
505/622-1321

P.O. Drawer FF
Las Cruces, NM 88001
505/524-3633
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TESTING LABORATORy....
TO BE SURE!

SUBSOIL INVESTIGATIONS
PHYSICAL TESTING
INSPECTION
RESEARCH
WELDING CERTIFICATION
NUCLEAR DENSITY
LABORATORY ANALYSIS AND
EVALUATION OF CONSTRUCTION
MATERIALS

ALL WORK DONE UNDER SUPERVISION OF REGISTERED
PROFESSIONAL ENGINEERS

532 JEFFERSON, N. E.
ALBUQUERQUE, NM
P. O. BOX 4101

PHONE 255-8916 or 255-1322

Congoleum
FLDR-EvER®
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Travert ine is commercial lIooring at its best...designed like no ot her lloor
to meet the changing commercial needs and demands , including virtually
seamless installations in most appl ications. Here is a beaut iful and del icate
reproduction of a natura l mater ial...reproduced as never before . Travertine has
a subdued background and a seamless t ile effect that sets it apart from tra­
ditional commercial llooring . Available in g' and 12' widths and 12 color cho ices .
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you built it,
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Handmade in Mexico, Talavera t il es
are ava il able in dozens of designs, or
in so l id co lo rs. They' re perfect for
countertops, bath room s, sunken tubs,
arches, accent panel s, or any use your
imagination can devise. There are also
Talavera house number t i les, til es
wi th f ru it and veget abl e pattern s,
Talavera washbasins and accessory
t iles, and terra cotta pavers and roo f­
ing ti les ava ila ble. They are uniquely
attract ive . . and tru Iy refl ect the
beauty of New M exico archit ect ure.
Write or co me by for our Talavera
brochur e.
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INDIAN HEALTH SERVICE FACILITY
SANTA FE COMPREHENSIVE HEALTH FACILITY
SANTA FE,NEW ME'XICO

The Indian Health Service Facility in Santa
Fe utilized our 8 IT 5 + 3 double tee wall panels
with stems in; many blocked out for w indow
openings. The result is ' an attractive, tunc­
tional and durable facility.

ARCHITECT- W. C. Kruger & Associates
STRUCTURAL ENGINEER- Robert Krause Engineering Co.
CONSTRUCTION MANAGER &

GENERAL CONTRACTOR -Kitchell Contractors, Inc .
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HYDRO CONDUIT CORPORATION

2800 SECOND STREET, SW PHONE 247·3726
ALBUQUERQUE, NEW MEXICO 87103


