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EDITORIAL

The Fort Morey Officer's Resi­
dence (Hewett House) controversy
has heightened into on embittered
confrontation. In spite of lett ers of
protest to the governor, to the Boord
of Regents and to the newspaper, in
sp ite of overwhelming support for
preservation of the house by the
Museum of New Mexico stoff, in
sp ite of pleading by the Old Santo
Fe Assoc iat ion, the New Mexico
Cultural Properties Review Commit­
tee and the Keeper of the Notional
Register of Histor ic Places the Boord
of Regents of the Museum of New
Mexico stubbornly and bullheadedly
follows a course for the house's des ­
truction.

The Regents, all except, perhaps,
one member, are being led along
this path of infamy by Nathaniel A.
Owings, FAIA, a notionally known
architect and planner. Mr. Owings
is of notional prominence, to be
sure; he is a former senior portner
of the internationally known crchl-
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ALBUQUERQUE
TESTI NG LABORATORY

Sub-soi I Investigations
For Structu ra l and Dam Foundat ions

Two Drills and Crews now
available for Prompt Service

Laboratory Analysis and
Evaluat ion of Construction Materials

All work don e under the supervision
of Registered Professional Engineen
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1975 NEW MEXICO ARTS COMMISSION AWARDS

For Excellence in the field of New Construction.

ALBUQUERQUE
PUBLIC

LIBRARY

Stevens, Mallory, Pearl 6­
Campbell,
Architects

MacCornock & Burns, Structural
Engineers

Coupland & Moran, Mechanical
Engineers

Uhl & Lopez, Electrical Engineers
Shirley Hamilton, ASID,

Interior Consultant

For Excellence In the field of Historic Preservation.

to the City of Santa Fe for the

SANTA FE HISTORIC STRUCTURE

AND TOWNSCAPE DESIGN STUDY

Prepored by the Planning Department, City of Santa Fe.

8 NMA November-December 1975



continued from page 3

tectural firm of Skidmore, Ow­
ings, and Merrill. Further, he did
play one of the leading roles,
along with David J . Jones, John
W. McHugh, AlA, myself and
the people of Las Trampas and
EI Valle in the preservation work
on the Church of San Jose de
Gracia in Las Trampas. (See
NMA, Sept. jOct. 1967). Further,
Mr. Owings is serving as a con­
sultant for the preservation now
in progress at the old Guadalupe
Church here in Santa Fe. I hon­
estly do not know what other ex­
perience he has in the actual
practice of preservation. Howev­
er, I do know that Mr. Owings is
the chief architect for the "Grand
Design," a plan for the revitali­
zation and enhancement of Penn­
sylvania Avenue in Washington,
D.C. This plan envisions a grand
tree and pedestrian lined avenue
which terminates against the
present Treasury Building in a
vast open "National Square,"
planted with a "suitable" me­
morial to General John J. Persh­
ing and many trees. This vast
open space can only be accom­
plished with the destruction of
one city block, which, according
to the National Trust for Histor­
ic Preservation, local architectur­
al historians and others, contains
a hotel structure of considerable
historical importance. The Wil­
lard Hotel was built in 1901 from
designs by Henry Hardenbergh;
it has housed hundreds of emi­
nently important people and has
had a long, illustrious history. It
now stands idle and empty, but
feasibility studies have been
made recently and they suggest
that it could be renovated, prof­
itably, into a grand hotel, which
downtown Washington co u I d
well use . But perhaps it is al­
ready too late for the Willard;
we can but wait and see .

Comes now Mr. Owings and
his personally chosen out-of­
state architect to plan for New
Mexico with another grand de­
sign which must be accomplish­
ed by the destruction of a his-

toric structure. Interestingly
enough, the structure is to be
replaced also by an open space,
ie : a small courtyard, one tree
and a memorial to Fort Marcy or
Hewett. Santa Fe is smaller in
scale than Washington, D.C., of
course!

Over the past months of plan­
ning the use to which our "grand
design" is to be put has chang­
ed, but not the design! With but
a flip of the tongue the contem­
plated 3 million dollar museum
build ing is : o. ) a much needed
Fine Arts Museum expansion; b.)
a Fine Arts Museum expansion
with an Indian Arts wing; c.) an
Indian Museum, with no space,
except for some storage in the
basement, for Fine Arts needs.
Plan C is currently in favor, and
if built will preclude any expan­
sion of the Fine Arts Musel,lm,
whose expansion needs started
the whole planning process in tlie
fi rst place.

All planning is being directed
by an Ad Hoc Planning Commit­
tee composed of members of the
Board of Regents and the Mu­
seum of New Mexico Founda­
tion; Mr . Owings sits on this
committee which is chaired by
Regent Frank Bateman of San­
ta Fe. Itwas the i r decision,
without benefit of a Regent's
vote, to move into Plan C, an
Indian Museum for the display
of, according to Owings: "Pueb­
lo and Navajo art." At its last
meeting in October, the Regents
requested the inclusion of an
"Indian Wing" only.

Without benefit of a Master
Plan, it appears that major de­
cisions can be made without the
need for detailed study. Is this
even a proper location for the
vast needs of an Indian Museum
which must properly house not
only "Pueblo and Navajo Art"
but also, Anasazi, Mogollon,
Apache, Ute? This question re­
mains un-addressed. The Indian
heritage of New Mexico can be
documented to about 12,000 BC;
it continues to be a vital and
unique culture today. To correct-
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Iy interpret and display the arti­
facts of the past and the con­
tinuing art works of such a vast
culture requires a building of
distinctive design and careful
planning; it cannot be drafted
from, or grafted onto, a design
originally proposed for a Fine
Arts addition.

Over the past two years the
Regents have been trying to ac­
quire the Old Post Office in San­
ta Fe for remodeling into an In­
dian Museum. Months of effort
were expended in "an attempt to
acquire the building from its
owners, the General Service Ad­
ministration . Finally last summer,
one look by Mr. Owings' archi­
tect put an end to that Regent
dream. It is unsuitable. So the
Ad Hoc Planning Committee
simply dismissed months of Fine
Arts Addition planning by chang­
ing the labels on a very expen­
sive model; the Fine Arts Addi­
tion becomes an Indian Museum.
Ridiculous!

As I understand it, just under
$60,000.00 has been paid to
Arc hit e c t Edward Larabee
Barnes, FAIA, of New York for
the preliminary design studies
for the Fine Arts Expansion­
now-Indian Museum. In addi­
tion, Mr . Barnes has been paid
an additional amount to tell the
Regents what others, including
the Museum of New Mexico
Staff, have been saying all along,
that the Old Post Office is un­
suitable for an Indian Museum.
To be sure, the funds expended
so far are not tax dollars, but
rather Museum of New Mexico
Foundation and Rockefeller Bro­
thers Fund monies. However,
these funds have been expended
rather quietly through the Foun­
dation without benefit of the
open-meeting low. The Founda­
tion is not a state agency; it
need not have open meetings.
However, the Ad Hoc Committee
is talking an eventual major ex­
penditure of state funds when
plans for the building are finally
ready for construction. Further,

continued on page 20 ...
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Internat ional Masonry Institute
Suite 1001.823 15th Street . NW.
Washington. D.C. 20005

Na me _

C,Iy St ate Zip__

Address _

Title _

N atur e o t B usin ess _

Com pany _

Send me information on the fire
safety advantages of brick and block.

.
I___________________ _ ___ _ _ _ _ _ _ ___________ J

Call on the br ick and block wall spec ial ist to give your build ings
added fire protection .

~-- - - - --- - -- - ---------- - -- - - - --------- --,
I
I
I

Drywall elevator shafts and stairwells can collapse in a fire . Steel :
loses its load-earrying capacity when temperatures rise above l000"F. I

Glass and metal curtain-walls can shatter or melt.
Brick and block walls won 't burn . melt . buckle or disintegrate. No

matter how hot the fire . Good reasons for masonry stairwells, masonry
protective compartments. and masonry firewalls on every floor of
your build ing .

No one can prevent all f ires from start ing. but the bricklayer,
working with br ick and block. can keep them from spread ing.

Br ick and block. Some of the best fire protection your
build ing can get .

MASON CONTRACTORS ASSOCIATION OF NEW MEXICO
10 NMA November·December 1975



Leaue The Bc1ck Of ~c1rc1ge And Turn Left
--- - .A real trip1

Bq John DeIDitt McKee &. Spencer IDilson

You leave Albuqu erque, New Mexico, on 1-25,
connect with US 60 at Socorro, and head for Spring­
erville, Arizona. It's a 219-mile drive. At 55 miles an
hour, the trip takes about four hours.

Don't knock it. Suppose you had had to make
the same journey in the early 1920's. There recently

ALBUQUERQUE,NEW MEXICO
TO

SPRINGERVI LLE, ARIZ ONA

TillS I.o!; IS ITB~ ISII EII FHEE B\'

BUTLER AUTO CO.
A L BUQ U E R Q UE, N. M .

THE O N LY FIRE PROO F G A RAGE

IN THE C IT Y
Sto ra ge Ca pac it r. tlO CU"S. Ste n rn Heated ,

Ludies' and Gents' nre s.."I ill g: Ituours ,

I.AHGJo;S'l' STOCI, 0 ... TIltES A~II ACCESSlJlII ES IX Til E
ST ATH.

TH E li E ST "mCIUXI CS IX TOWX.

Open Da y a III I Xight.

Fr-ee Inrormattou about Hote ls, Itooms 11 1111 Hestuurauts .

THIS IS TH E OXLY (;AHAGE TO HIo.:I.I' TilE 'I'O l;ItIST
O \ 'EH A ST H AXG E no..\II. ALI . WE .\ S I.: IS \'Ol'H

I'ATI«JXAGJo;.

Fs -ee Log of It oad ill All)' ll io'c ctioll \0 OUI' Put ruus.

came to light, from among some miscellaneous papers
donated to the Socorro County Historical Society, the
road log of just such a journey. Provided to its cus­
tomers by the Butler Auto Co., of Albuquerque, "the
only fire-proof garage in the city," the log was pub ­
lished sometime after 1919, probably not far into the
1920's, and certainly before 1927. For Pietown, N. M.,
which lies between Datil and Quemado, was founded
in 1927, and the log makes no reference to Pietown
at all.

The trip was longer in those days, in both distance
and time, than it is today. The log, with notations
sometimes at a tenth of a mile, adds up to 238.8
miles as agains t today's 219. If we allow an average
of 20 miles an hour and no mishaps - and that, con­
sidering the fragility of the cars, puncture-prone tires
and the uncertainty of road conditions, is allowing
a good deal - the journey as recorded in the log
had to take almost 12 hours, not counting meal and
rest stops.

To make such a trip , you first had to be an in­
trepid adventurer. You had also to be equipped with
food and water, camping gear, a full tool kit, and
enough tires and patches to see you through the trip.
It may have been an oversight , but according to the
log, there were several places where gas, oil and
water were available, but none at all where you
could buy a tire.

The log did not begin at the driver's front door,
obviously. It started instead at the back door of the
Butler Auto Co. garage at about Fourth and Copper
in downtown Albuquerque. The implication is ob­
vious: You were expected to check in at the garage
to make sure all systems were go before you started
on your long safari across Southwestern New Mexico.

"Leaving back door of garage," the log says, "turn
left at car tracks onto Central Avenue."

Ind eed, Butler Auto Co. seemed to see anything
beyond the back door of its garage as uncharted wil­
derness. For example:

".2 Tum right onto 3rd St. going south."
"1.2 Tum right on Bridge St. and cross steel

bridge at 1.3 to the west side of the Rio Grande,"
"1.9 Forks bear left on grade."
"2.8 Tum right ."
All that, just to get the motorist out of townl
At 3.1 the logger noted his first culvert , and at

3.7 he wrote, "Culvert; 15 irrigation culverts ahead,"
After noting the Pajarito post office and a telephon e
at 7.9 miles from the back door of the garage, he
noted another culvert at 8.2 and 14 more irrigation
culverts ahead.

By now, you might have begun to wonder whether
the trip was going to be worth the trouble. If, how­
ever, adven ture was in your blood and you pressed
on, you found this note at 13.1 miles: "Cross R. R.
Main line of Santa Fe," and at 13.3 "forks, keep left,
windmill on right , pass church at 13.4. Isleta,"

Thu s, after nearly an hour of driving , you found
yourself only as far as Isleta Indian Pueblo. Maybe
you took a break there and visited the mission church,
built in 1614, fire-gutted during the Pueblo Revolt
in 1680, used as a sheepfold until the Reconqu est of

NMA November-December 1975 11



'~

Fig. 1. San Agustin de la Isleta, 1922

Fig. 2. The old bridge at Isleta, a recent photograph .

-,. ..

Fig. 3. Th e Harvey Hous e, Belen . A postcard photo­
graph surv ives, but not the buildin g.

New Mexico by Don Diego de Vargas in 1692 and
rebuilt about 1710. ( Fig. 1)

But if you took a break , the log did not. It busied
itself along, a fraction of a mile at a time, makin g
such comments as "13.9 Onto steel bridge over Rio
Grande ( to the east side) (Fig. 2 ). .. 22.2 Tum right
and cross wood bridge; only one passing place-at the
center (22.4) ." Th en the road turned right, on a grade
parallel to the river ; then, afte r three-tenths of a mile,
left again to cross a small bridge and back to th e
west side of the river.

At 23.3 miles, you found yourself at Los Lunas,
about 20 miles south of Albuquerque as tod ay's road
goes. Th e plaza was on the right, but you were to go
left , over a graded road . Thi s, it may have occurred
to you, was only the second mention of grading since
you had left Albuqu erqu e. At 25.7 miles, you were
instru cted to jog left and right over the El Paso Branch
of the Santa Fe railroad.

A navigational aid, on reac hing Belen at 33.8
miles and makin g a left tum, was a windmill on the
right. Th e road forked there, says the log, and you
took the left fork, so that you saw the bank on your
left and the post office on your right. Th e log also
notes cryptically, "Te lephone ." Wh ether the telephone
was in th e bank or the post office or somewhere
else, you had to discover for yourself.

Across a bridge and severa l railroad tracks, at
34.4 miles, the log called your atte ntion to the depot
and Harvey House on the right. ( Remember the
Harvey House? For tha t matte r, rememb er the rail­
road?) . (Fig. 3, 5 ) At 36.1 you were instruc ted to
dri ve "onto stee l bridge and over river," for th e fourth
time, and you came to the meetin g of three roads.
Th ere the log advises the extreme right road , and
four-tenth s of a mile further on, there was another left
tum. At 37.4 miles out, you read the nota tion, "Slow."
No doubt the road itself told you why ; the log did
not.

Anoth er fork in the road : Thi s time you took the
left fork, made ano ther left tum, and found yourse lf
runnin g parallel with the railroad tracks on the right.
At this juncture, 49.6 on the log, came the strange
admonition to "set speedometer to mileage on old
log, 45.5."

So you picked up the old log at 45.5, and it was
not long before you wished you had stayed in Belen.
At 45.8 you turned right and crossed the railroad
tracks, and at 45.9, bore right along a diagonal road ,
but "not parallel with tracks ," At 46.2 you bore left
onto a graded road, and that was the last you were
to hear about graded roads for a long time.

At 48.3, "Sandy arroyo. Do not cross if much
water. Usually dry." Th at was the first of many such
warnings, and you wondered wheth er you were sup­
posed to camp on your side of the arroyo until the
water receded or tum around and drive back to
Belen.

"CAUTI ON down winding grade," says th e log
at 59.0. At 59.9, "Deep arroyo. CAUTI ON if water
flowing. Up windin g grade ahea d,"

12 NMA November -December 1975



Fig. 9. Th e Blue Canyon Bridge on th e tt:ay icest o ut of Socorro . Ca . 1915.

Fig . 10. With roads like this, it is no icotuler this lonesome lady took no chances with that new-fangled gas
buggy.

'<



Fig. 11. Doumt ouin Magdalenaand the em ployees of the Becker-Mactaoish Sto re.

Primitive or not , they were apparently well-trav­
eled roads for the times. Mrs. Cleveland reports that
an average of 25 cars a day went through Datil in
1918, most of them stopping for service. However,
most of the traffic th rough Datil in those days, says
Mrs. Cleveland, was horse-dr awn freight wagons.
Then there was the U.S. mail, which came through
three times a week in Model T tru cks.

Leaving the Morley service center, you headed
west on the grade toward Quemado. Where the road
forked at .4 miles, you went right. Perhaps you noted
the interesting information in the log that there was
wood available "anywhere in the next 26 miles." If
you had taken the left fork in the road , by the way,
you would have found yourself in Reserve, New
Mexico. As it was, you crossed an arroyo and a bridge,
keeping the only visible house on your right , and
where the road forked aga in, you kept left on the
grade .

At 4.2 miles you came to "Forest Ranger's house,
on right under hill." At 7.9 miles out of Datil there
was a small lake on the right, and the Datil forest.
At 10.5 miles there was a waterin g trough, the first
mention of water since Datil. And there would not
be any more water until you were 24.5 miles out of
Datil. Between the two watering holes there was a
series of forks in the road and two bad culverts.

There was the possibility of wat er again at 28.2
miles, where a house and windmill were noted on
the left. You topped out on a hill at 38.1 miles, and
at 40 miles out of Datil you came to a general store.
The log did not help you here, though, for there is
no mention of services available. So you went on,
and at 43.7 miles, you arri ved at Baca 's store, where

you could get gas, oil, water, meals and lodgings.
However, if you had proc eeded west across a bridge,
you would have come to the service preferred by the
writer of the log (QU MADO [Sic] SUPPLY CO.,
all in capital letters ), where you could also have
gotten gas, oil and water, but appa rently neither
meals nor lodging. The log-writ er meant "Quema do."

It was time to take heart. You were now only
51.4 miles from Springerville.

At 25.9 miles out of Quemad o, you came upon
this log note : "Keep on new graded road. Thi s is not
completed in short stretches only. Follow stakes and
tracks. It's shorte r and bett er."

Translated , this must mean that most of the new
road was completed, and that where it was not com­
pleted , following the stakes and tracks of the proposed
road would be bett er than going another way.

At 30.9 miles out of Quemad o, "Ta ke new graded
road ," the log says sternly "Disregard sign." And 35

Fig. 12. Th e automobile was fine for ad venturous
types, but freighters tcere still using teams and tca­
gons like these at Atagdalena to mo ve supplies wes t.
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Fig. 13. All oasis in Datil at
about the same tim e,

Fig. 14. Wh o says you have to get out and get under
to fix up your automob ile? All you do is [ettison
th e mobile mechanic's shop and tum the car over.
You couldn't iack the th ing up ill that sand any way .

..

miles out of Quemado you crossed the New Mexico­
Arizona line. It was only a geographico-political
change, however; the landscape did not change, nor
did your chances improve. If anything, they got
worse. After the usual "Arroyo, Arroyo, Bridge,
Bridge," at 37.4 miles, the log suddenly came forth
with this bit of informa tion: "Forks, bear right. Follow
new grade wherever found. Full instructions cannot
be given at this time."

You sweated out that bit of illumination for
about 11.2 miles while five feeder roads came at you,
two from the right and thr ee from the left , and at
48.6 miles out of Quemado, only 2.8 miles from Spring-

erville, you came across this in the log: "Down wind­
ing rocky road. CAUTI ON."

By now, if you were talking to yourse lf, no one
could have blam ed you. "Ha ng on. You're almost
there." But first you have to get down th e hill , cross
two more bridges, make a "squ are right tum," go
stra ight ahea d at the next fork in the road , past a
road that came in on the left and over two last irriga­
tion dit ches.

Th ere you were, in Springerville, Arizona. And
at Becker Mercantil e Co. in Springerville, according
to the log, you could get gas, oil, water - and a
road log west! ]. McK & S. W.

NMA November -December 1975 19



continued from page 9

the Old Sa nta Fe Association has
not been permitted to appear be­
fore the Foundation Board to
state its reasons for opposition to
Hewett House destruction, and a
letter from the Cultura l Proper­
ties Review Committee to the
Foundation was not read, or even
mentioned to the Foundation
Board a t its meeting or:' Novem ­
ber 2 1st .

I mus t say he re that Edwa rd
Larabee Barnes is one of the
most respected architects in the
United Sta tes. I, personally, have
the highest respect for his tal­
ents an d integrity. But, I bel ieve
he has been misled or, rather,
mis-inform ed about the historic
value, soundness and, yes, na ­
tional importance of Hewett
House. Further, he was never
presented with the architectural
chall eng e of integrating the
House into the expansion plans.

W hat of the futu re? The Fort
Ma rcy Officer 's Residence eras­
ed for a patio and a tree; a 3
million dollar Indian Museum
stands solidly in the way of any
Fine Arts Museum expansion. In
a few years time I see the Board
of Regents appealing once again
to the Legis lature for more mil­
lions of dollars to build a Mu ­
seum of Indian Culture on a
new sit e and an additional few

thousands of dolla rs for the re­
modeling of the downtown Ind i­
an Museum into a Fine Arts addi­
tion. Fundamental questions are
not be ing faced by the Board of
Regents.

Should not a long range mas­
ter plan be completed wh ich sets
goals a nd priorit ies, and outlines
the stages of development for all
divis ions of the Museum of New
Mexico : Folk Art, Labo ra tory of
Anthropology, History, Fine Arts,
Monuments?

Was an alternate plan prepar­
ed wh ich might show how a
bu ilding could be built around
Hewett House? I bel ieve the an­
swer to th is quest ion is a pos i­
t ive NO. Mr . Owings admitted
that it was never asked for . The
possib le continued use of the
House was never even a consid­
erat ion.

What are the staffing needs
for a 3 million dollar building?
What increase in annual state
appropriation wi II be needed for
the addit ional curatorial, main­
tenance and guard staff? The
Legislative Finance Committee
might like to know.

Could not a master plan take
a broader view of the land about
the present Fine Arts Museum
and envision the poss ibilities
there? The planners seem bound
only by exist ing property lines,

wh ereas the need for continuing
Sheridan Avenue as a city street
appears to be less necessary than
w hen Cartwright Hardware
Company needed it for access. I
suggest that the enti re south
half from behind Sears Company
cou ld become a viable and most
valuable addit ion to the museum
property, wh ile the north half
would be of immense value to
Sea rs for additional parking. Co­
operation between the Museum
Sears and the Safeway Store;
which also backs up to Sheridan
Avenue, cou ld allow for whatever
service access the Safeway Sto re
may need. Such a change of use
wou ld relieve the ma intenance
expense for Sheridan Avenue
from the c ity; the north half
wou ld be placed on the tax roles'
the Museum would be able t~
prepare plans from a greater sur­
face area and, very desirably,
perhaps, could provide parking,
hopefully underground, for its
staff.

But no, push on. We need not
a plan, but only rather hasty de­
cisions. With the same callous­
ness of thought, the historic Fort
Marcy Officer's Residence-Ed­
gar Hewett House can be bull­
dozed !

John P. Conron, FAIAjFASID
o 0 0 0
Following are lette rs which

speak to this issue :

20

"We found TJI far superior to
other systems" states Marvin E. Goldberg ,
EI Paso general contractor: " In a warehouse-office
building which we recently completed, we found the
Trus Joist roof system to be far more economical than
any of some half dozen systems that we investigated.

We found the erection and completion of the building
with this system to be far superor to any other system
we had considered using on this project. "

Project: Office and Warehouse , EI Paso , Texas
Contractor: Marvin E. Goldberg

George B. McGill &Co., Inc.
3530-C Pan American Fwy., NE
Albuquerque, New Mexico 87107
Telephone (505) 345·4501
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Mr. Albert H. Schroeder, Chairman
Cultura l Properti es Review
Committee
Dear Mr. Schroeder:

As you may know, the American
Institute of Archit ects is most in­
terested in the preservation of our
country's architec tura l herit age. To
this end, and some one hundred
years ago, the Institute Formed a
Committee on Historic Resources
and charged them with the respon ­
sibility of keepin g informed on
matters of preservat ion at both lo­
cal and nation al levels. This Com­
mitt ee works closely with all gov­
ernmental agencies such as the Na­
tional Register of Historic Places,
the President's Advisory Council on
Historic Preservation and also with
the National Trust for Historic
Preservat ion. In fact, our Commit­
tee has as Consultin g Memb ers
representatives of the above agen­
cies and oth ers, along with prac­
ticing archit ects familiar with the
problems of historic preservation,
that provide a background of
knowledge and experience for the
Committee to draw upon.

At our recent meetin g, the qu es­
tion of the possible demolition of
the Fort Marcy Officer's Residence
in Santa Fe was brought to the
Committee's attention. Th e Com­
mittee was most concerned with
the possible demolition of a prop­
erty that has attained the status
of being listed in the National Reg­
ister. Background information on
the property was made ava ilable
to us which consisted of the writ ­
ten document ed history of the
struc ture, including references to
the relati vely minor changes which
have occurred to the original fab­
ric, and photographs of both the
original and present structure. Bas­
ed on this information, and the fact
that the property has been review­
ed, accepted, and listed on the Na­
tional Register of Historic places,
our Committee would like to com­
mend your office in its efforts to
prevent the loss of this National
Register property - and to offer
what assistan ce we can toward its
preservation.

Please do contact me at the ad-

dress below if we can be of any
assistance to you in this matt er .
Sincerely,
Thomas B. Muths, AIA-Chairman
Committee on Historic Resources
Th e American Instit ute
of Archit ects

o 0 0 0
Mr. George H. Ewing
Director, Museum of New Mexico
Dear Mr. Ewing:

We have received a copy of a
lett er from Mr. Thomas B. Muths,
Chai rman of the AlA Committee
on Historic Resources, to Mr. Al­
bert H. Schro eder , Chairman of the
New Mexico Cultura l Prop erti es
Review Commission, conce rning
the preservation of the Fort Marcy
Officer's Residence (also known
as the "Hewett Hou se" ) in Santa
Fe, New Mexico. As you know,
this prop erty was listed in the Na­
tional Register on Jun e 13, 1975.
A copy of the registrat ion form for
this property is enclosed, for your
infor mation.

We und erstand that this prop er­
ty may be demolished in order to
construct an addi tion to the Mu­
seum of New Mexico. We would
like to bring to your attention the
fact that listing on the Nation al
Register is Federal recognition that
a property possesses historic values
and is worthy of preservation. As
the enclosed nomination form indi­
cates, this property has played a
prominent role in U. S. military his­
tory in the Southwest as well as in
the developm ent of the Museum of
New Mexico and the School of
American Research . Since it is such
an importan t tangible reminde r of
the history of New Mexico, we
urge that plans for the future de­
velopm ent of the museum include
the preservation of this property
as an intergral part of the overall
museum design .

National Register properti es are
provided a limited degree of pro­
tection under Section 106 of the
[ationa l Historic Preservation Act

of 1966. Under this legislatio n, the
Advisory Council on Histor ic Pres­
ervation must be given an oppor­
tunity to review and comment on
any und ertaking licensed , funded
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or executed by a Federal agency
that may affect the property. If
Federal funding is to be used in
the expansion of the Museum of
New Mexico, you should consult
the Advisory Council on Historic
Preservation , 1522 K Street , N.W .,
Suite 430, Washington , D.C. 20005,
concerning their review proced­
ures.

If you have any questions con­
cern ing this property, please do not
hesitate to consult the National
Register at 202-523-5483.
Sincerely yours,
Cha rles Harrington
for
William J. Murt agh
Keeper of the National Register

o 0 0 0
Dear Mr. Conro n:

I would like to plead with those
who are against the demolition
of the Hewett I-louse. As the
grandda ughter of the found er of
Britain's National Trust, and some­
time honorary memb er of the Na­
tional Trust in this country ( in
recognition of work in the reno­
vation of dilapidated buildings
around the Capitol in Washington,
D. C. ), I feel a special sense of
responsibility toward s the past.

Mr. Nat Owings' history shows
his penchant for destruction. I am
quite und erimpressed that he
should be taken seriously in an ad­
visory capacity on this project.
James H. Purdy's article, sketches
and photographs in the July-Au­
gust New Mexico Architecture
abundan tly prove the inaccuracy
of Mr. Owings' reported state­
ments.

It is thanks to those with a
grea ter sense of history and a
greater appreciation of fine build­
ings of another era that despite
Mr. Owings ' loud shouts , we still
have the lovely old Willard Hotel
and the old Post Office Building
in our nation 's capital.

We have few enough histori c
bu ildings. Please let us not be ad­
vised to deliberat ely and unn eces­
sarily destroy another.
Very sincerely,
Una Hanbury
Santa Fe, New Mexico
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Integrity and Beauty:
The concrete facts of Southwestern life.

Physics Leboreto rles end Lecture Hell on the University 01 New Mexico Cempus
Arch itect: Pecheco end Grehem
Structurel Engineer : Robert Kreuse
ChemComp Conc rete supplied by Springer Corp.
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ChemComp, Southwestern Portland's expansive cement.
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Walls
A wall that's only a wall is
an obstacle. But a Steel case
Movable Wall System can"
form an office today or a
conference room tomorrow
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the day after. In other
words. it gives you unlimited
flexibility in planning your
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ALBUQUERQUE'S

FIRST
PLAZA

A TRI BUTE TO
THE CITY AND
TO PRECAST
CONCRETE

ARCHITECT - HARRY WEESE & ASSOCIATES

CONTRACTOR - BRADBURY & STAMM-TURNER

The spectacular First Plaza, new main of­
fices of th e First National Bank in Albu­
querque incorporated 900 pieces of pre ­

cast concrete, all in a warm tone cement,
brush blast finish .

First Plaza - an attractive part of Albu­

querque's new downtown skyline.
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LI$ HYDRO CONDUIT CORPORATION

2800 SECOND STREET, SW - ALBUQUERQUE, NEW MEXICO 87103


