New Mexico Quarterly

Volume 11 | Issue 1 Article 20

1941

Cottonwood in Autumn

John Gould Fletcher

Follow this and additional works at: https://digitalrepository.unm.edu/nmq

Recommended Citation

Gould Fletcher, John. "Cottonwood in Autumn.” New Mexico Quarterly 11,1 (1941). https://digitalrepositoryunm.edu/nmq/vol11/
iss1/20

This Contents is brought to you for free and open access by the University of New Mexico Press at UNM Digital Repository. It has been accepted for

inclusion in New Mexico Quarterly by an authorized editor of UNM Digital Repository. For more information, please contact disc@unm.edu.


https://digitalrepository.unm.edu/nmq?utm_source=digitalrepository.unm.edu%2Fnmq%2Fvol11%2Fiss1%2F20&utm_medium=PDF&utm_campaign=PDFCoverPages
https://digitalrepository.unm.edu/nmq/vol11?utm_source=digitalrepository.unm.edu%2Fnmq%2Fvol11%2Fiss1%2F20&utm_medium=PDF&utm_campaign=PDFCoverPages
https://digitalrepository.unm.edu/nmq/vol11/iss1?utm_source=digitalrepository.unm.edu%2Fnmq%2Fvol11%2Fiss1%2F20&utm_medium=PDF&utm_campaign=PDFCoverPages
https://digitalrepository.unm.edu/nmq/vol11/iss1/20?utm_source=digitalrepository.unm.edu%2Fnmq%2Fvol11%2Fiss1%2F20&utm_medium=PDF&utm_campaign=PDFCoverPages
https://digitalrepository.unm.edu/nmq?utm_source=digitalrepository.unm.edu%2Fnmq%2Fvol11%2Fiss1%2F20&utm_medium=PDF&utm_campaign=PDFCoverPages
https://digitalrepository.unm.edu/nmq/vol11/iss1/20?utm_source=digitalrepository.unm.edu%2Fnmq%2Fvol11%2Fiss1%2F20&utm_medium=PDF&utm_campaign=PDFCoverPages
https://digitalrepository.unm.edu/nmq/vol11/iss1/20?utm_source=digitalrepository.unm.edu%2Fnmq%2Fvol11%2Fiss1%2F20&utm_medium=PDF&utm_campaign=PDFCoverPages
mailto:disc@unm.edu

Gould"Flefcher: Cottonwpod in Autgmn

"TEN POE

TWO/POEMS OF NEW MEXICO

o } To A RAIN-CLO‘UD
Long dirﬁk hair, - ‘ C L I |
Out of gthg rain-cloud falhng, ravblled over the desert there,
Drift not near this mountain, ‘ , , o
Oh, of h&un beware! . / o
He is old, ¢old and cruel/-¢ caring b(ut for the skylands, |

- His breath is vast and cold. | : R
He will|ghange your rain to ha11, §cattér you into whiteness
Where his slopes unfold. .| | :

' Rain-cloud, keep away from &nouhtams spread upon the valleys |
Your full drops, to fill the river bed and glisten in our corn. '
Do not §<=ek the spruces or the aspens, in ;

. Shun the peaks and their black crags of iscorn.
But if you must near them, trail dcrwn these darkemng canyons §
Seekinglthere your rest; | |
And bring with you at afternoon a new-made rainbow,

- Like a ajown in ‘black hair gleammg, that for us is best.
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COTTONWOOD INj AutuMN . ¥

CoLl;onaclb I am sure you nevemL knﬁw, . : .
You who rode hither, to find and lose your dream of gold,
Anythmg like this tree; I B :
Malled n its glowing scales, fre§h-daz‘:zhng frosty daylight,
‘Full-armored in the sun. L
' Yol could not stop to mark i .
| How over sage-grey uplands g ’ S
- It lifts its challenge, as the mountains stand
" Blue, ashen heads beyond, to Watch it ﬁutter
Up to the light and scatter = L
- .. Its|prodigal power before the ﬂam| W111 fade.
. |" Then, leathery-brown, the" light gone out of them,
These self-same leaves hang de nse,’ a drooping mass of tatters, .
Through which grey breezes stir, | .
Like the hands of palsied beggars shlver ing in @e sun.
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