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FOR YEARS NOW, NUMEROUS PROJECTS HAVE BEEN DISTINGUISHED
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Griggs Excl us ive

Push Back Chai rs
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...This is high sch ool "x". Three day s after the rains stopped ,
people under its roof were still "up to their ears in leaks. "

~But it stayed dryas t he desert under the roof of high
school "s" (same city). ra in or no rain , Zonolite Vermiculite
concrete made the difference.

~==--------,

When it rains
it drains

Zonolite" Vermiculite concrete is
the cast-in-place insulation that

a. Provides proper slopes for drainage

- m. -. ~ ... . . - - -
ZON~L!T.E C~NCRETE : ', . . . ' . " .. .. .

ST,.UCTU,.AI. CONC,.ETE

Large people, little people, quiet people,
squ iggly people. Particular people.

For assembly or aud itorium seating to
keep c r ea tur es of c omf o r t happy, we ask

y ou t o si t down on the job and j ud g e!
Griggs Pu s h Back Chai r s are beautiful

s trong, comfortable and meant to
w elcome the c on t o ur s of particular people.

b.in a seamless, monolithic structure

C • with high insulating values that are

d. leak-proof for the life of the bui lding
ZONOLITE ~

[GRACEJ
Southwest Vermiculi te Co.

5119 Edi th Blvd. N.W., Albuquerque, N. M.
345-1633

Architects regularly use our design consultation
services for:
Science labs I Offices I Artrooms I Dormitories I
Libraries I Auditorium seating I Home Economics
labs I Gymnasiums

UNIVERSITY BOOK STORE
ALLIED SUPPLY CO.

2122 Centra l , SE
Phone 243·1776

A lbuquerque, N . M.
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MASONRY IS STRENGTH

CHRIST LUTHERAN CHURCH
ALBUQUERQUE, NEW MEXICO

ARCHITECTS-
KRUGER, LAKE & ASSOCIATES

GENERAL CONTRACTOR­
RIO GRANDE CONST. CO.

MASONRY CONTRACTOR­
JOHANSON MASONRY

FOR GENERATIONS, MASONRY HAS SYMBOLIZED THE
STRENGTH OF MAN'S MOST ENDURING AND MEANI NG­
FUL INSTITUTIONS. HERE, THE SIMPLICI TY OF BRICK
AMPLIFIES THIS STRENGTH WHILE CREATING A SENSE
OF QU IET AND REVERANCE.

MASON CONTRACTORS ASSOCIATION OF NEW MEXICO
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DEDICATED TO QUALITY
AND SERVICE

ALBUQUERQUE GRAVEL
PRODUCTS COMPANY

600 JOHN ST. Sf ® Reg. U.S. Pat . Off ., Canada & other countries by the Burns & Russell Co.

FEATHER LITE BLOCK CO., Box 489, Lubbock, Tex. 79408.806/763-8202

FEATHER LITE BUILDI NG PRODUCTS CO., Box 9977, EI Paso, Tex. 79990

BUILDERS BLOCK & STONE CO. , INC. , Roswell , N.M . & Albuquerque, N.M .

EMPIRE BLOCK CO.. Santa Fe, New Mexico

albuquerque, new mexico

For gas heat and electri c air conditioning,
check our combination unit for your next
motel , apartment ho use, nurs ing home

or office .

299-0047 (505)
1603 Katie N.E.

architects...
builders .
owners .

LEE A. KOEPKE

insta lled & serviced by

for over 50 years - - -
from 1921

OVERHEAD DOOR COMPANY
of ALBUQUERQUE

(505) 344-3467
2840 LOS ARBOLES AVE., N. E. 87107
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PRESTRESSED CONCRETE· THE ROOF MATERIAL THAT GIVES YOU
THE WORK ROOM YOU PAY FOR

Prestressed concrete tw in tee roof cons truction
made column free work space possible in the
new Albuquerque National Bank Systems Build­
ing in Albuquerque. Column free spans of 39'
to 62' cover a bu ilding area of 34,500 square
feet and give the usua l strength and fire resis ­
tance features of prestressed concrete.

ARCHITECT5--Stevens, Ma llory, Pearl &
Campbell

CONTRACTOR-K. L. House Constru ction Co.

PRESTRESSED' :.
CONCRETE PRODUCTS, INC.

13 04 Mena ul Blvd. N. E., Albuq uerque, N. M. 87105 (50 5) 34 5-243 6

.c: P~C)P~~
..,~ Working for

I ~ NemMexico
...Today&

TOlllorrom!
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NEW MEXICO HISTORIC
PRESERVATION

CONFERENCE APR. 13 . 14

The Cultura l Properties Review
Committee and the State Planning
Office, in coope ration with the a­
tional Trust for Histori c Preserva­
tion, are sponsoring New Mexico's
first sta tewide conference on his­
toric preservation.

Speakers now scheduled include
John L. Frisbee of the Nation al
Trust for Histori c Preservation;
O'Neil Ford, FAlA, of San Anton ­
io, Texas; Mrs. Beth Lattimore, As­
sistant to the Director of the His­
toric Savann ah Foundation; and
Robert McNulty of the Nation al
Endow ment for the Arts.

A small registration fee will be
assessed to cover costs.

All persons interested in preserv­
ing the historical remains of our
unique New Mexico heritage are
invited . Please contact Chris Krahl­
ing, Stat e Planning Office, Capi­
tol Building, Santa Fe, New Mex­
ico 87501 or call 505 827-2974.

LETTER FROM AUSTRALIA

BY DICK CLARK. AlA

About a year ago, at the last
Santa Fe Ch apter meetin g I at­
tend ed , you told me that if I
would send you my address you
would send the mag azine on to
me. With my usual punctu alit y
and promptness, I am now send-

ing you my address. We miss ew
Mexico, and anything we get from
home is most welcome, espec ially
news about profession and friend s.

As you can see from the letter­
head, I am sort of in business for
myself . Sort of, because as yet
there is not too much bu siness. I
would not have chosen to go into
practice this early after arriving,
but even ts didn't give me much
option. We got out of Sydney at
the first opportunity, after about
two weeks there, and the oppor­
tunity sounded grea t. Young ar­
chitec t, here in Port Macquarie,
established about 4 years and do­
ing well-Port is a resort area ( I
seem to gravitate towards touri st­
oriented places ) , and one of the
fastest-growing towns in New
South Wales. His proposition was
that I come to work for him on a
six months "trial marriage" basis,
and if I became qu alified to Aus­
tralian authorities, and if we hit
it off togeth er, at the end of that
time we'd go into partnership.
Port seemed like a nice littl e town,
so we bou ght a house ( moved in
on Christmas Eve, without a stick
of furniture- and that' s a story in
itself! ), and I went to work. Th e
Board of Architects (and archi­
tects in general ) was extremely
helpful and eager to get me reg­
istered , even bending the rules a
littl e to allow me to take the Prac-

tice Exam although I hadn't been
in residence the required time. No
parti cular trouble in passing the
written and oral exams ( but I'm

. sick of studying) , so as of 18 April
72, I'm an intern ational architec t.
Th e Engineers were a bit stickier.
In Australia there is no Engineers'
Registrati on Law, and anyone can
call himself an enginee r, and do
eng inee ring work. How ever, un­
less an enginee r is a memb er of
the Institution of Engineers, Aus­
tralia , the Councils (municipal and
shire) are not supposed to issue
building permits on the work th ey
do, and all construc tion requires an
eng ineer's drawing for the foun­
dations and any unusual (s tee l or
concre te) structura l work. Wh en I
went to the I. E. Aust. to see about
memb ership , they told me I am
an architect, and although they
would look at my qualifications,
they weren't encouraging. So I
submitted all the evidence I could
muster to pro ve I know something
about enginee ring, and waited .
After a while I got a letter in a
rath er nasty tone of voice ("go
away and quit bothering us" sort
of thin g ), saying I was not quali­
fied , the University of New Mexi­
co is not accredited, and the NSPE
is beneath contempt. Not quite,
hut that was the gist. I figured
that I had nothing to lose at that

Continued on Page 20 ....
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some notes by John McHugh, AlA

Bradley P. Kidder, FAlA • • • • • • • • • •

On Saturday, January 27th, 1973 my partner, Brad­
ley P. Kidder, F. A. L A., died in Santa Fe, New
Mexico. Brad was born in Denver in 1901, son of
Frank E. Kidder who together with Harry Parker
wrote the KIDDER-PARKER ARCHITECTS' AND
BUILDERS' HA DBOOK, the construction bible for
several generations of architects across the nation.
Brad grew up in Colorado and took his B.A. degree
from Colorado College in 1924. After that he went
on to take special courses at the University of Penn­
sylvania, finishing there in 1926. After graduation he
entered architectural work as a junior draftsman with
several architects in Denver including Fisher & Bene­
dict and Temple Buell. He worked one year as an
advertising layout man and artist. He married Kath­
erine (better known to us as Harriet) Newhall in
Colorado Springs in 1928. His daughter, Katherine,
was born in Denver in 1929, and in 1930 Harriet pre­
sented him with a son, Bradley Jr.

He came to New Mexico in 1935 and worked with
John Gaw Meem on the Historic American Buildings
Survey. Some of the handsomest drawings of native

ew Mexico architecture that are in the national ar­
chives were made by Brad. After living in a variety
of amusing - if not particularly convenient - rented
quarters, he and Harriet built a handsome adobe
house in Santa Fe in 1939-40 and lived in it while
continuing to work with Mr. Meem until the begin­
ning of World War II when he joined the SEABEES,
the Construction Battalion of the United States Navy.
Being one of the luckier members of the services, he
actually worked on construction both in North Africa
and in Okinawa. He received an Admiral's citation
for his design of a military hospital in Oran, Algeria.

After the war he returned to his home in Santa Fe
and went back into the practice of Architecture. He
served as chairman for the New Mexico Board" of
Examiners for Architects for six years. In 1951". 'he
acted as consultant to the then firm of Meem, Zehner,
Holien and Associates while they were planning the
St. Vincent Hospital in Santa Fe. I was working for
Mr. Meem at the time, and it was in that office that
I first met Brad. At the time I was a little frightened
of him, for not only was he chairman of the archi­
tect's board, District Governor of Lions International,
a consultant to Mr. Meem - but he was the official
appraiser for the Veterans Administration who made
the appraisal for my own newly constructed homel

Back in 1946 he was president of the New Mexico
Chapter, A.LA. In 1955-58 he was Director from the
Western Mountain Region of the A.LA., and in 1965
he became first president of the newly established

ew Mexico Society of Architects. His public service
activities were many, including presidency of the
Board of Trustees, AJ.A. Foundation 1957-1959, and
as president of the foundation in 1960-61, presidency
of the Rio Grande Symphony in 1960-61 and first

1 0 NMA March·April 1973



These sketches are copies of
i l lustrations from letters to his
family by Brad while serving
with the U. S. Navy Seabee Bat­
talion in North Af rica, 1943­
1944.

chai rman of the State of ew Mexico Construction
Indu stries Commission 1967-1970. He served on nine
nation al A.LA. board committees while he was a di­
rector. He was chairman of the Archit ectural Compe­
titions Committee and of the august Committee on
Committees , and was a memb er of the national judi­
cial board from 1965 to 1970. In 1959 Brad received
the Edward C. Kemper Award of the American Insti­
tut e of Architects. The awa rd is given each year "to
the one who has contributed significantly to the Insti­
tut e and to the profession."

McHugh, Hooker and Kidder designed the orig­
inal Sant a Fe Opera Pavilion in 1957 and after the
disastro us fire in 1967, which destroyed the entire
struc ture , the finn was commissioned to design a new
Santa Fe Opera Pavilion. Th is was a truly challenging
commission in that we had a progressive and imagin­
ative client, a limited money budget , and a very strict
time budget. Brad wrot e the specifications, kept the
accounts, and made most of the inspections. He fre­
quently had to make rather momentous decisions on
the spot when certain materials turned up short, or
even missing. By the efforts of Brad and the rest of
the team, the building was finished on time and cost
$60,000 less than the estimate!

He was an occasional lecturer at the Department
of Architecture , University of New Mexico, 1966-69.
In 1967 he was one of the speakers discussing the ef­
fects of humid ity in historic buildings at a meeting
of the Internat ional Council of Monum ents and Sites
in Rome, Italy.

Besides being a man of the highest professional
integrity, Brad was a gentl e and thought ful man , full
of generosity. He was a man with strong principles
which he expressed forcefully and with precision. His
untiring enthusiasm for the profession of architecture
has left a strong imprint on us all. His passing is a
loss to that profession, to his friends, and to civil­
ization . J McR

In the name of Bradley Kidder a continuing

scholarship fund has been established at the

University of New Mexico. Through the Fund,

new monies will be available for students in the

Architectu re Department , and dispersment will

be based UpOIl need and scholastic ability. Con­

tributions are needed and are, naturally, tax de­

ductable. Ch ecks should be made payable to:

Greater UNM Fund
(Bradley P. Kidder Scholarship)

University of New Mexico

Albuquerqu e, New Mexico 87106

NMA March·April 1973 11



THE POInT
OF IT ALL . . G. F. Crabtree

Known as the Albuquerque Multi -Di­
rect ional School of Intersecting Decora­
tive Points, the misuse of false viga ends
continues unabated. The origin s are lost
in confu sion, but it's vitality is maintained
through miscongeneration. If poles can
project at right angles in a log cabin, why
not on an adobe? Logic be damned!

Some examples of this school ha ve en­
dured in public view for almost twenty
years, but take heart , new ones are being
installed even today. Not cont ent with
simple organic wood, concrete forms are

T her e is more-page 19

Top photograph. A tradition begins; this
pace-sett er building (c. 1920's) exe mplifies
the best and correct use of Intersecting
Decorative Points.
Left photograph . Th e closer to th e corner
the stronger the intersection. (Forme r bag­
gage pick-up shelter, Sunport, Currently
part of th e Museum of Albuquerque.)
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268-9100
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SANTA FE CHAPTER A.I.A.
Zip Code 87501

President Urban C. Weidner, Jr.

Vice President Kenneth S. Clark Director Ted C. Luna

Sec.-Treas. Robert J . Strader, Jr. Director John P. Conron

Fellow.

Clark, Kenneth S.
208 Delgado
982-1951

Meem, John Gaw
P. O. Box 1924
983-6412

Corporate Memben

Arrison, John B.
P.O. Box 2456
983-2626

Brunet, James A.
P. O. Drawer "B"
983-4333

Buckley, Wm. R.
P. O. Box 668
983-6521

Conron, John P.
P. O. Box 935
983-6948

Girard, Alexander H.
P. O. Box 2168
983-6759

Hyatt, Foster H.
1579 Canyon Rd.
983-7422

Kruger, W. C.
P. O. Box 308
983-7308

Lattin, Eli Voil
2071 North Rood
Los Alamos 87544
662-4084

Lugton, C. R.
659 W. Aberdeen Avenue
Littleton, Colorado 80120

Luna, Ted C.
322 Hillside Avenue
982-8036

McHugh, John W.
7 I7 Canyon Rood
982-8556

Walker, Louis W .
907 Camino Santander
983-3274

Weidner, Urban c., Jr.
Radio Plaza, Morey St.
983-4414

Wood, Earl P.
Plaza Luisa
983-4622

Auociate.

Coriz, Jim A, Jr.
1806 Paseo de 10

Conquistadora
982-9577

Lester, Curtis
P. O. Box 1742
983-7592

Zamora, Robert
1023 Dunlop
988-2589

NEW MEXICO SOUTHERN CHAPTER A.I.A.

President Kern Smith

Vice President Wilbur T. Harris Director Chorles E. Nolan, Jr.

Sec. -T reas.. Joel Stout Director Richard Waggoner

Corporate Memben

Alley, Rembert c., Jr.
Room 414
Hinkle Building
Roswell 88201
623-2132

Burran, James A, Jr.
Drawer J
Clovis 88101
762-2968

Dorsey, Duane
Box 933
Mesilla Pork 88047
523·4220

Durham, Beryl
514 North Conal St.
Carlsbad 88220
885-5545 or 5640

French, Edwin C.
P. O. Box 237
Roswell 88201
622-3851

Gorrell, Arthur A, Jr.
510 West Fox
Carlsbad 88220
885-8500

Harris, Wilbur T.
Drawer H
Hobbs 88240
393-5514

Hill, Jay
Box 342
Silver City 88061
538-5601

Huber, Loran F.
2505 Williams
Clovis 881 01
762-1623

Killian, Richard L.
Drawer H
Hobbs 88240
393-9743

Kilmer, Randall L.
Drawer H
Clovis 88101
763-7124

Mitcham, Raymond
Box 996
Roswell 88201
623-7111

Murray, James M., III
South Broodmoor Building
Hobbs 88240
393-2561

Nolan, Charles E., Jr.
Box \788
301 Eleventh
Alamogordo 8831 0
437-1405
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Pendleton, Warren F.
Suite 204, Studio City
Clovis 88101
763-6923

Pool, Sam
Box 1788
301 Eleventh
Alomogordo 88310
437-1405

Protz, D. Craig
5451f2 North Main
Los Cruces 8800 1
523-6194

Smith, W. Kern
514 North ConoI St.
Carlsbad 88220
885-5545 or 5640

Standhardt, Frank M.
Arabella Route
Box 24
Tinnie 88351
653-4442

Stout, Joel
Box 1788,301 Eleventh
Alamogordo 8831 0
437-1405

Waggoner, Richard
Room 414
Hinkle 8uilding
Roswell 88201
623-2132

Wham, Robert L.
P. O. Box 672
Hobbs 88240
393-2880

AID--1973--AID

American Institute of Interior Designers
NEW MEXICO CHAPTER

PresidenL E. P. Conkle, Jr.
Vice President Frank Drew Boord Member_Modesta Comeford
Treasurer Frank Woods Boord Member ..John P. Conron

Boord Member Shirley Hamilton
Secretary . Ren~e Hockmuth ad hoc

Fellows

Comeford, Modesta
Modesto's
108 Vassar, S. E.
Albuquerque 87106
266-4884

Con ron, John P.
The Centerline, Inc.
207 Lincoln Ave.
Santo Fe 87501
982-5674

Corporote Memben

Branch, Eloisa Eckert
350 Garcia Street
Santo Fe 87501

Conkle, E. P., Jr.
Modesto's
108 Vassar, S. E.
Albuquerque 87106
266-4848

Cox, Jessie
Jessie Cox Interiors
West Vineyard Lone
Carlsbad 88220
885-8318

Craig, William Dewey
P. O. Box 218
Alto 88312
336-41526

Drew, Frank W.
Drew-Pilot
503 Canyon Rd.
Santo Fe 87501
983-4461

Duncan, Mary H.
Eckert's
3225 Central, N. E.
Albuquerque 87 106
265-6966

Fox, Ellen
Ellen Fox Interiors
1616 Bayita Lone, N. W.
Albuquerque 87 I07
344-1316

Grivas, Peter T.
American Furniture Co.
Carlisle & Menaul, N. E.
Albuquerque 871 10
345-3331

Hamilton, Shirley M.
Shirley Hamilton Interiors
3200 Fairway Drive
La Cruces 8800 I
524-7164

Hockmuth, Ren~e L.
d. r , h. Interiors
361 7 Copper, N. E.
Albuqu rque 871 08
266-7791

Huber, Jo Eckert
Eckerts'
3225 Central, N. E.
Albuquerque 871 06
265-6966

Matthews, Mignon
Mignon's Interiors
2212 Lester Dr., N. E.
Alb uerque 871 I 2
294-5247

Pettingell, Jean
Eckerts'
3225 Central, N. E.
Albuquerque 87 106
265-6966

Pilot, Leonard
Drew-Pilot
503 Canyon Rd.
Santo Fe 87501
983-4461

Purdy, Wm. H.
Bill Purdy Interiors
400 South Sycamore
Roswell 88201
622-2858

Rila, J. Norman
Eckert's
3225 Central, N. E.
Albuquerque 87106
265-6966

Turrentine, Lynda
The Paper Mill
132 W. La Cruces Ave.
Los Cruces 8800 I
524-2866

Woller, Margaret
Design Int riors, Inc.
5021 Lomas Blvd., N. E.
Albuquerque 871 10
268-4307

Woods, Fronk
The Centerline, Inc.
207 Lincoln Ave.
Santo Fe 87501
982-5674

Worthen, Richard G.
American Furniture Co.
Carlisle and Menaul, N. E.
Albuquerque 87 110
345-3331

Zander, Emily V.
American Furniture Ca.
Carlisi and Menaul, N. E.
Albuquerque 87 110
345-3331

.AHiliote Mem"n:

RetirH

Gostomski, Mrs. Lucile
413 Colle Lo Paz
Santo Fe 87501
983-6952

Pollack, Lulu
2733 Virginia, N. E.
Albuquerque 8711 0
296-3188

Education ~iote

Knopp, Patricia N.
Cooperative Extension Serv.
Box 3AE, NMSU
Los Cruces 8800 I
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Shadow patterns are
are highly important
for maximum aesth e­
tic benefit as dramat­
ically illustrated by
these two sup erb ex­
amples.

-
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Precision cutting and spacing is now possible, note ho u: icell the milled timber
points accent the massing concrete icalls. Th e recently develop ed one-handed
installation technique is highly recommended. (T he Marriott Airlin e Catering
Building, Albuquerque.)
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Continued 'from page 12.

being daringly adopted by this school.
Even better materials are on the horizon
(see New Mexico Archit ecture, Sept-Oct,
1972, p. 23 ). Comm ercial structures seem
to make the best usage of Intersecting Dec­
orative Points, for it is rare to find an in­
stance in a family dwelling. Are home
builders trying to tell us something?

In order to maintain an accurate his­
torical record of the growth of this disci­
pline, photographs or addresses of other
examples- historical or contemporary-are
requested. G. F. C.

At the recently completed Airport Marina
Hotel in Albuquerqu e, a new use of an
ancient material nobly carries on the hal­
lowed tradition. Certainly, dendrochronol­
ogy icould produ ce interesting results for
the researcher. In the photograph on the
right you will note a furth er innovation by
imaginative architects. The beam now sup­
ports the corbel by the subtle use of coun­
tersunk boltin g up throu gh the bottom of
the corbel. It is truly wonderful how mo­
dern technology has allow ed so many once
necessary structural elem ents to becom e so
unn ecessary,. but so decorative.
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"A Letter" continued from Poge 9

point, so I wrot e them back and
said I had an enginee ring degree,
the University is so accredited and

SPE is a fine organization . I
don 't usually write violent lett ers,
but I let 'em have it with both bar­
rels in this one. Then I proceeded
to give up the idea of being an en­
gineer in Australi a, and sett led
back down to work. A month later ,
when I'd almost forgotten the
whole thing, here came a meek
lett er from the I. E. Aust., say­
ing, "You really are qualified, and
you can join our club," I was
floored, and now I figure one of
the requirements for being an en­
gineer in Australia is having a bad
temper. Hence, the letters after
the name in the letterhead ( this
is very big in Australia, too, where
college educa tions are less com­
mon ). I am also entitled to put
"C. E." after my name ( for Char­
tered Engineer ), but there is a
limit even to my ostentation.

Meanwhile, back at the office,
Joe and I were gett ing along fine
with each other , and the work was
coming in, but Joe's doctor wasn't
ge tting along with Joe. The doc­
tor said that Joe's nerves couldn't
stand the strain of being a prin­
cipal in an office, and he had to
get out . What a blow. He decided
to sell the office, and after a good
deal of agonizin g, I declined to
buy it ( and to make matters
worse, two other architec ts who
said they would buy it, backed
out at the last minute and left
Joe holding the bag ).

I cast around looking for a place
to light (a nd a place preferably
that had a little more of New
Mexico's terrain and climate. No
question of altitude-there ain't
no place that high in Australia ).
I found a job with a very nice
guy about six hundred miles from
here, in the southwest part of the
state, and we were all set. Ex­
cept that with our oldest girl in
a criti cal year in school ( the
School Certificate Exams-biggest
thing this side of College En­
trance ), and after Judy had been

20

in the hospital three times, we de­
cided we couldn't face the move.

So, in spite of all the best advice
and my own judgment , I had some
cards and letterheads printed, and
hun g out my shingle. It was a dry
spell for several weeks, until the
swimmin g pool phase sta rted. This
was followed by the suspended
slab phase, in tum followed by the
rigid frame phase ( they don 't
have Butler Buildings here - each
one of the type is individually de­
signed by a structural enginee r­
seems like they'd get the idea aft­
er a while, but as long as I'm
doing the work , I'm not going to
tell them ). I have done one high
priced residence, and am current­
ly workin g on a series of five ( to
begin with ) modul ar low-priced
spec houses for one of the builders
here, which involves some inno­
vations-at least for Austra lia,
which considers that any thing not
built of brick with a terra cotta
tiled roof is not worth having. Thi s
builder and I think we can change
that idea, with exposed aggrega te,
styrofoam - aluminum sandwic h
panels, aluminum roofing, exposed
beams, etc., etc.

The most interestin g thing about
Australia is how much it is like
the U. S. To pick up a newspaper
and read it, one would hardl y
know the difference. It is hard
to realize that this is a country
of 13,000,000 rather than 200 mil­
lion. It is very densely populated
along a narrow (30 miles, mostly )
strip on the coast, and with large
areas of literally no one in the
middle. Hence, the population
density where anyone lives at all
is comparable to that in the States,
and that is too dense for me.

The whole family misses New
Mexico dreadfully, although we
thought we'd be over that by this
time, and if someone offered me
a decent job I'd be on the first
plane home.

There are many opportun ities
here for the right people, and I
am the first to admit that I could
never operate an office in the U. S.
the way I do here. Although the
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extemal mode of life is very sim­
ilar , there is a basic relaxed feel­
ing and ease in Austr alia, and
things are much less in a hurry,
and people less driven. I tend to
attribute this to the fact that Aus­
tralia is perfectly happ y not being
the o. 1 power in the world, and
Australians don 't feel they have
any over-blown image to live up
to. The funn y thing is, they resent
the imposition of American idea s
on their way of life (but they don 't
resent America or Americans
they love 'em), but in spite of
this, their aspirations are all in
the dir ection of thin gs that Amer­
icans have. I think perhaps they
are ahead of us relati vely in the
protection of the natural state of
things. Thi s would be und erstand­
able, and I hope it's tru e. Th ere
is a grea t deal worth saving here,
as everywh ere, and at least there
is a good deal of noise ab out sav­
ing it.

There are some basic differences
in the build ing here from that in
the U. S. The biggest is probably
the proportion of on-site labo r
that contributes to a job. The ov­
erall percentage of labor cost to
total construc tion cost is roughly
similar to that in the U. S., 45-50% ,
but this is achieved by the use of
much more, lower cost labor, and
fewer, but much more expensive
fabri cated materials.

The legal aspec ts of getting a
building up are also different ­
the states in Australi a have much
more autonomy, and the local
councils are relatively less author­
itati ve, although they make a lot
of noise, and every once in a while
fly in the face of the state. This
is the main , and one of the very
few, manifestations of the suppos­
edly more socialist society here.

Build ing methods are different ,
too, parti cularly in light timb er
construc tion, w i t h everything
slanted towards using 4"x2"s for
all joists and rafters and studs,
with a larger proportion of girders
( bearers) and posts, and what
look like some very strange roof
framin g methods. The 4"x2" bit



rainfall in Port hangs aro und
sixty inch es, but I don't know
how they figure it so low. In
October we had 151h inch es. I'm
sitt ing here in a soggy stat e, and
every da y wh en I come into the of­
fice I have to restret ch the paper.
It gains as much as III." in the long
dim ension over night. If only there
was a way to cam a living Out
Back!

Because of the ge ne rally and
perennially up set state of a ffairs,
we hav en 't had much of a chance
to see some of the fine and spec­
tacular scene ry that Australia has.
Perhaps the day will come . The
ra the r sur prising thing is that few
Australians have tra veled much in
thei r own country. It wouldn't be
so sur prising excep t that th ey go
buzzing off to Singapore, or th e
U. S., or England on th e slightest
pret ext , but they never go to
Ayers Hock, or Alice Springs, or
Darwin. Part of this is because it
is less expensive to fly to Lon ­
don than to Por t Moresby, for
instance. Some of them do travel
inside the cou ntry ( most advan­
tageou sly with a Land Rover and
a 100-gallon wat er tank and fue l
tan k ), and bring back some beau­
tiful slides to show the rest of us.
We have been only about 300
miles inland ( to th e town whe re
I thou ght I was going to go to

Continued on Page 26 ;u r

eit her they or I have never heard
of. When I am finishing a drawing
in a bemused stat e I am likely to
put down "anchor bolts" instead
of "hold ing-down bolts", and then
the phone starts ringin g. Th e first
time I put in a "tile d rain " I had
everybody down on me. Til e is
wha t goes on th e floor and walls
of eve ry bathroom in Australia,
and the thing that carries the
wat er away is an "ag ricultural
drain" ( or aggie drain-the Aus­
tralian can' t be bothered by all
those extra syllables, and a bri ck­
layer becom es a bri cky, a vege­
table man a vegie, a milkman a
milko, a mailman a postic, etc . ) .

You ha w probabl y noticed my
usc of "timbe r" instead of wood or
lumber. To th at extent I have be­
come assimilated . But I still can 't
say shedjool. I th ought I wa s mov­
ing to a country that spoke En g­
lish , but needl ess to say, there is
a conside rable differenc e of opin­
ion as to what constitutes English.
Th e most aggravating one to me is
the secre tary's say ing, "He won 't
be a minute . . ." I-Ie won 't. He'll
be five minutes at the very least.

Summer is just about here now.
( How I miss th e crisp fall air of

ew Mexicol ) The say ing around
here is that it's a lways spring in
Port Macquarie. ~Iy comment is
that spring is wh en it rain s, and
how true tha t is. Th e annual
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isn't too bad, as I discovered
shortly, because framing timber
used here has a bending stress of
2000 lbs. sq . in. minimum, and
all framing has to be done wi th
gr een timber , because aft er it
cures it can' t be nail ed without
drilling for eac h nail. The first
time I tried to saw and nail Aus­
tralian timber I couldn' t believe
it was so hard. It's still un believ­
able.

Another fascinating thing is the
verv common usc of solar water
heating-s-a large percentage of the
hou ses have it, and a number of
larger buildings, too . Th ey don 't
use it for space heating because
there is no such thing. Most hous­
es have a few 1320 watt elec tr ic
heaters for th e reall y cold da ys
( when it gets down to 5° C ), but
very few have built-in heating
systems, and I have ye t to sec a
central heating system.

Th e usc of reinforced concrete
is very common, even in resid en­
tial work. A large amount of my
struc tural eng inee ring work is de­
signing suspended slabs for resi­
dences, usually with lar ge over ­
hangs.

Th e biggest headache I hav e
had in ge tt ing used to practice
here, however , is th e nomencla­
ture. Different names for the same
thing, th e same name for differ­
en t th ings, and some words that

rr:fu: ~iaslt;! .
N.M. LEGI SLATURE OKS

. PURCHASE OF DORSEY MANSION
Late on the 59th day of the regular 60 day legis­

lative session the N. 1\1. House of Representatives
passed Senate Bill 156. Introduced by Senator Morrow
of Colfax County, this bill provides for the purchase
and restoration of the Stephan W. Dorsey Mansion,
(see New Mex ico Architecture , Nov./Dcc. 1972 ). Hav­
ing previously passed the Senate, the bill now goes to

~
Governor Bruce King for signature into law.

This action culminates many months of preparatio n
and negotiations by the New Mexico Cultural Proper­
ties Review Com mittee and the State Planning Office.
When the purchase of the proper ty is completed. the

" mansion will become a part of the State l\Ionuments

~
rogram under the administration of the Museum of

1, ew Mexico.

~ - }
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..::-::.i~~E[ a~ i ~ = QI) HANLEY PAINT
BEAUTY AND PROTECTION

HANLEY PAINT MFG. CO., INC.

AMBASSADOR PAINTS ... Finest
quality, easy-clean interior pro­
tection. SUNFOE .•• Exterior
paints, climate-designed for
the Southwest. OLD PRO ...
Easy on, long-lasting profes­
sional paint products.

Serving New Mexico architects & builders
& the entire Southwest for over 35 years.

Ventilating
LOUVERS

for Interior & . ,
exterior

installations i

I

JAMES & COOKE, INC.
Albuquerque EI Paso

Albuquerque, New Mexico
1214 San Pedro N.E.

265-1542

EIPaso, Texas
1531 Magoffin - 532-6921

9054 Dyer - 755-3353
7636 Gateway East

591-6031

INC. ALBUQUERQUE
mirror closet doors • shower
doors £:1 compartments. com­
plete store front department
patio doors. fiberglass shower
stalls £:1 tubs • plate glass
mirrors • bathroom acces­
sories • medicine cabinets
screen £:1 storm doors • glass
& aluminum products. acrylic
lavatories £:1 tubs • complete.
screen servrce

Natural Gas
is America's Busiest Fuel.

know why?
No other fuel does so much so well for so many
people. Gas cooks their meals, warms their
homes, heats their water, dries their clothes, and
fir'es the industrial equipment that adds so many
good things to modern living.

There has to be a reason why gas is America's
busiest fuel. And there is. Natural gas is fast,
efficient, dependable, and low in cost. It's a fact
that 37V2 million bill-paying customers have been
happy to discover.

You won't find any other fuel that can come up to
gas in all these respects. That's why gas is now
meeting one-third of the nation's total energy
requirements. And why this word is truer than
ever:

H you want the job done right6... do it with gas.

SOUTHERN UNION GAS COMPANY
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ARCHITECTURAL
SYSTEMS COMPANY

ALBUQUERQUE
TESTI NG LABORATORY

Sub -soi I Investigatiom.
For Structural and Dam Foundations

Two Drills and Crews now
available for Prompt Service

Labora tory Ana lysis a nd
Eva lua t ion of Const ructi on Ma teria ls

All work done under the supervision
of Registered Professional Engineers

53 2 Jeffe rson St. N.E. - P. O. Box 4101
Phon e AL 5-891 6 Albuquerque
Phone AL 5- 1322 New Mex ico

l- ......J

Box 3624
Albuquerque
345-3491

ACOUSTICAL CEILINGS

BU ILDER'S HARDWARE

DEMOUNTABLE
PARTITIONS

Earl A. Boule
Gerald P. Shultz A.H.C.

PEERLESS'·
CUSHIONED VINYL FLOORS. TH E ULTIMATE IN CUS­
TOM FLOORS FOR COMMERCIAL INSTA LLATI ON. THE
WHITE SHIELD BACK ALLOWS INSTALLATION ON OR
BELOW GRADE.

ASK TO SEE THE W IDE SELECTI ON OF BEAUTIFUL
PATTERNS IN PEERLESS CUSHIONED VI NYL SHEET
GOODS. EXT RA RUGGED, YET SO BEAUT IFUL.

312 INDUSTRIAL AVENUE, N. E.
ALBUQUERQUE, N. M. P. O. BOX 25111, 87125

PHONE 344-2317

') • 'J

" II

THE INFINITE ACCESS FLOOR
The sensible answer to the problem of underfloor, accessibility,
for cables · heating, cooling, conduit, piping, conveyors, etc . .
The Tate Floor System, as installed by New Mexico
Marble & Tile Co. offers the advantage of : The high strength
of steel, interchangeable floor panels , fire resistance, low cost,
lateral stability, permanent floor level, cut-out flexibility,
dimensional stability, unaffected by temperature or humidity,
owners choice of floor covering .

~I:W MI:XICU
MAl?I3LI: A~[) TILl: CU.
414 Second s-, S. W. Albuquerque, N. M.

P. O. Box 834 • Phone 243-5541
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NO JOB TOO LARGE-OR TOO SMALL

ALMOST EVERYTHING IN ROOFING
AND SHEET METAL

GOODRICH ROOFING IN
ALBUQUERQUE FOR GOOD

OUR CREDENTIALS . . . THO USANDS OF
SATISFIED CUSTOMERS

FREE ESTIMATES

(505) 345-1854

3402 Stanford Drive, N. E.

ALBUQUERQUE, NEW MEXICO

Happiness is having a good roof by Goodrich

Call BILL SUTTON. your architectural
paint representative for ser vice.

WELLBORN PAINT MFG. CO.
215 ROSSMOOR RD. S. W . ALBUQUERQUE

Phone 877-5050

-
"

ROCKY MOUNTAIN STONE CO.

UNISTRUT
NEW MEXICO

METAL FRAMING
TELESPAR TUBING

.?!Jmlilif". f%;UItIJtI''j . fit e.rjzelldt'lre

..A0tlll'Dl (!J/IlU ,'j .9lolle .. ..

;'oJn d e !£uu! 0/ {fJlli a,tlJnutl

.IIIt. STR UT

movable partitions

wire mesh partitions

toilet partitions

steel shelving and racks

3219 CLAREMONT AVENUE N. E.

ALBUQUERQUE. NEW MEXICO 344-2611

4820 PAN AMERICAN HIGHWAY. N.E• • P.O. BOX 3121
AL UQUERQUE, NEW MEXICO 87110

PHONE 505 345-2405
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People/Facilit ies/Change

Herman Miller's Action Office II is designed to
save space, reduce total cost and increase per­
sonnel efficiency. It's a facility concept based
on change. It welcomes change and includes
it in it s original design concept. Revolutionary?
Yes. Yet it's a return to a common sense ap­
proach to the requirements of an office. You
are inv ited to see AOn in action at ...

•I502 1 lomas blvd . n. e.
albuquerque, n. m. 87 110
telephone 50 5-2 68-4307

design interiors, inc.

serving New Mexico
and the EI Paso area

with

Quality Concrete Masonry Products
and many allied building materials

Modernfold Wood and Plastic Folding Doors
Hollow Metal Doors and Frames Reinforcing and Fabricated Steel

Steel and Formica Toilet Partitions Commercial Hardware
Commercial Toilet Accessories Moderncote Vinyl Wall Covering

Residen tial and Commercial Steel and Aluminum Windows

Builders Block & Supply Co., Inc.
P. O. Drawer FF

Las Cruces, N. M. 88001
505 524-3633

Builders Block & Supply Co., Inc.
Telephone

El Paso
915 532-9695

Masonry Assoc iation, Nat ional Concrete Ma sonry Association

Builders Block & Stone Co.,Inc.
P. O. Box 1633

Roswell, N. M. 88201
505 622·1321

Builders Block & Stone Co., Inc.
P. O. Box 10284

Albuquerque, N. M. 8'7114
505 265·6085

Members : New Mexico Concrete

For Your Lown Sprinkler Needs

NEUMARK CO., INC.
4121 Edith , N.E. • Albuquerqu e. New Mexico 87 107

ISOS) 344-8088

Over twenty years experience in de­

s ign, d istribution and insta lla t ion of

quality lawn sprinkler systems.

featuring

Weather~matic
Sprinkler Equipment DESIGN • SUPPLIES • COMPLETE INSTALLATIONS
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" A Lett er" cont inued from Page 2 1

RICHARD S. CLARK

Rega rds, Dick

81 GR ANITE S T R E E T POST OFFICE BOX 106

P O R T MACQUARIE, 2444

NEW SOUTH WALES . A U S T RA L I A

nma
Published bi-monthly by New I\le xico Society of Architects,
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work ), and enjoyed seeing that much of the country,
but there 's another 2700 miles beyond that.

Th e clock just struck noon ( that's 6:00 P.M.
the previous day in Santa Fe ), and I ought to get
back on the project houses so I can collect some
money to buy groceries. If you feel inclined to "put
pen to paper" I'd be most pleased to have all the
news from Santa Fe. And if anyon e there needs
an "internationally known" architect/ engineer, let
me know . .

PRINTED B Y
H A L L- P O O R B A U G H PRESS . ROSWELL. N.M .

ChemComp
doesn't shrink
from any iob.
Whenyouwant minimized

shrinkage crackingfor absolute
structural integrity, durability, and

beauty, the concreteanswer is
ChemComp, Southwestern

Portland'sexpansive cement.
ChemComp isfinished cement, not

an additive orpartial
replacement. It greatly reduces

maintenance and repaircosts due
tocracks. It generallyeliminates

the needforwaterproof
membranesorsurface

sealants. Check ChemComp's
many advantages.

WRITE FOR FREE BROCHURE:
BOX 392, El PASO,TEXAS79943.

SOUTHWESTERN PORTLAND CEMENT COMPANY
MAKERS OFEL TORO CEMENTS / EL PASO, AMARILLO, ODESSA

INDEX OF FIRMS who make possib le the
publ ication of NMA and th e page upon
which their message may be found :

Albuquerque Gravel Products Co. _ 6
Albuquerque Testing Laboratory ....23
Architectural Systems Company _.__...._.23
Builders Block & Stone Co., Inc. .... 25
Crego Block Co., Inc . . ._.. . 2
Design Interiors, Inc. ... . .25
EI Hey Stucco Co. . ._. .27

Goodrich Roofing Co. ._.. .__....._.._......24
Hanley Paint Mfg. Co., Inc. __. .. .22
Hydro Conduit Corporation . .__. .28
James & Cooke, Inc. ._... .. .22

Koepke, Lee A., Contractor 6
Mason Contractors Assn. of N.M. . 5
McGill Co., Inc., Geo. B. ....__. .__27
Neumark Co., Inc. . . . . . .25

New Mexico Marble & Tile Co. . . .23
ugent , Robert Photography . . 9

Overhead Door Co. of Albuquerque . 6
Prestressed Concrete Products, Inc. .._ 7
Public Service Co. of N.M. . .. . 7
Plasco Inc ., Albuquerque . ._.. 22

Rocky Mountain Stone Co. .__..__.. .__24
San Valle Tile Kilns . . . . 8

Santa Fe Builders Supply Co. . ..27
Southern Union Gas Company __.. .__.22
Southwest Vermiculite Co. 4

Southwestern Portland Cement Co. 26
Spectra Glaze . ._._. .____________ 6

Stryco Sales , Inc. --.---------_ _. .__23
Unistrut New Mexico . . 24
University Book Store .._. 4
Wellborn Paint Mfg. Co. _ .._.. 24

26 NMA March-April 1973



Servinq the architectural

profession - - - - - professionaLLIj!

SANTA FE BUILDERS SUPPLY Co.
SANTA FE ALBUlJU ERlJUE

TJ A SOLUTION TO VARYING ROOF SLOPES

McGill - Stephens, Inc.
110 Festival St.
EI Paso. Texas 79912
Phone 915 /584-6541

Not only was it a solution to varying roof slopes
but the builder wa s pleased w ith the easy and quick
install ati on of the roof system.

B. J. Stratton of Forest Currell Lu mber and Bl ock
Compa ny puts it this way:

"Va rying roof slopes and spans posed a
problem but we used the TRUS JOIST L-Series,
spann ing between the steel bents , to solve
it and were very pleased w ith the savings
in time and labor."

Time and labor-saving ve rsa tility.
Always versatility.

Build ing : Security Ban k of Ruidoso
Architect: Kern , Smith, Durham & Auoc.
Build er: Fore st Curr en Lumber Company

Geo. B. McGill Co., Inc. m
3520 Pan American N. E.
Albuquerque 87107
Phone 505 /345·4501 ®

EL REY STUCCO FOG-KOTE SPRAY
(A Color Stabilis ing Spro, )

by "ee Rey" Stucco Co.

Exterior -- Interior -- Super Bond
Applied Coatings - (16 Colors )

Albuquerque, New Mexico 87107
Phone (505) 345-1208

110 Ruth erford N. E.
P. O. Box 6122

Depicting the variety of colors of the great Southwest and
Rocky Mountain Region .

An unlimited number of textures and patterns can be de­
veloped with stucco. It can be finished rough or smooth, raked,
grooved or dashed. No other material used in construction has
more flexibility of form and mood to aid the Architect in
carrying out his design.

Manufactured in Albuquerque, New Mexico, (is specially
formulated for the Southwest and Rocky Mountain Region ) .

u"
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Va n Darn Hooker
Box 18 Un t~ersity Stat ion
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THE VERSATILE BUILDING MATERIAL

ARCHITECT­
Joseph Burwink le, Jr.

CONTRACTOR­
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Drive-up banking takes on an attractive new appearance.
An improved construction technique for drive-up bank facilities
is now being used by Bank of ew Mexico in Albuquerque.

The precast exposed aggregate concrete structure is fully fabri­
cated by Hydro Conduit Corp. and is erected in one day , includ­
ing the prestressed concrete roof. Another testimony to the versa­
tility of precast concrete.

HYDRO CONDUIT CORPORATION

2800 SECOND STREET, SW - ALBUQUERQUE, NEW MEXICO 87103


