


Every once in a great while
there is a building

that shouldn’t have

2 San\alé

clay tile roof.

But not often.
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TILE KILNS
1717 N. HIGHLAND AVE., LOS

PHONE: (213) 464-7289 « 464-7386

If it isn’t clay...it isn’t tile.

GELES, CALIFORNIA 90028

Mr. Architect .. ..

let us show you why a large percent

of Building owners in New Mexico
rely upon us for dependable Vertical
Transportation,

Dover/Hunter-Hayes Company
106 Buena Vista S.E.
Albuquerque, N. M, B7106

ELECTRIC
ELEVATORS
FOR RN /SE 20 DNGS

OILDRAULIC® ELEVATORS

FOR BUILDINGS TO

DOVER/HUNTER-HAYES COMPANY

SUBSIDIARY @ DOVER CORP.

Offices Throughout the Southwest

NEW MEXICO STATE CAPITOL COMPLEX
Santa Fe, New Mexico

Geared Passenger Elevators as well as Rotary Oildraulic
Elevators installed throughout.
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Now Available State Wide:

CREATIVE
CONCRETE
PRODUCTS

WE CAN DO A QUALITY BUILDING
JOB FOR YOU AT LESS COST WITH
WEYERHAEUSER LAMINATED WOOD BEAMS

WEYERHAEUSER LAMINATED WOOD ARCHES
WEYERHAEUSER LAMINATED WOOD DECKING

See us for complete Weyerhaeuser Structural Roof Systems.
We can do the complete job from estimate through erec-
tion. Call for estimates or more information.

®

tone

in 6 shapes, 11 sizes
Also available in colors

made in New Mexico by

ALBUQUERQUE
GRAVEL PRODUCTS
COMPANY

.I....l..'..........-....

I I had onl )
e,
have already exceeded £875,000.

@ & ® & 8 & 8 8 8 8 8 & 8 F 0 B B 8 N B B B W B BOW

A Weyerhaeuser Architectural Specialty Dealer

LI IO IO I D DR T D DR D D DN R BT D DR DR N R D D O DN I D T DN DR B R DN DR B R I I T

L I B DA O O R B I D

3825 Edith, N.E. Phone 345-2511

L AL ..E: ] : 1
hE" It's also economical to install.
| A

lightweight, free-flowing,

Assuming, of course, Westmin-
sterAbbeyhasbeengetting heat-
ing bills for the last 700 years. o granular vermiculite, Zonolite
By now, Zonolite® Masonry Fill Insulation would not fills walls up to 20 feet in height in a single pour.
only have paid for itself...but the building too! And it's permanently water-repellent.

Today, Zonolite frequently pays for itself within Get the complete savings storyfromyour Zonolite
two or three heating seasons. And it will probably man-on-the-job. Construction Products Division,
make possible a lower investment in heating and W.R.Grace & Co., 62 Whittemore Ave., Cambridge,
cooling equipment. Massachusetts 02140.

uthwest Vermiculite Co.,
§5011’3 Edith Blvd., N E., - ZONOLUITE Just SGy Grace

Albuquerque, N. M. 87107
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MADE FOR THE

SOUTHWEST CLIMATE

SERVING THE SOUTHWEST FOR A QUARTER
CENTURY WITH QUALITY PAINTS AND PRO-

TECTIVE COATINGS.

For Fast Service On
Your Requirements Call

Bill Sutton, Your
Architectural Representative

WELLBORN
PAINT Mfg. Co.
2714 4th St., N. W.
Albuquerque, N. M.

87107
Phone 344-3558

UNISTRUT

NEW MEXICO

METAL FRAMING
TELESPAR TUBING

MR STRUT

movable partitions
wire mesh partitions

toilet partitions

steel shelving and racks

4820 PAN AMERICAN TIGHWAY, N.E. @ P.O. BOX 3128
ALBUQUERQUE, NEW MEXICO 87110
PHONE 505 345-2405

Roofing and Sheetmetal Contractors

ROOFING CO.

Corporation of Albuquerque

711 WHEELER AVE. S.E.
TEL. 243-3788

ALBUQUERQUE, NEW MEXICO 87103

flowers
are delicate things.

That's Why So
Many Greenhouses

are Heated With
Natural Gas.

Water vopor is one by-product of gos heat. Carbon dioxide
(which we exhale) is the other, And house plants need both to
thrive and grow. Greenhouse operators have known about the
benefits of gaos heat for years. They are also pleased that gas
heats for a fraction of electricity’s cost.

Heat that's good for flowers is good for people. Better for
people, in fact, because central gos heating filters out the lint
and dust that are a natural part of the air in every room. Which
are things thot dispersed electric resistance heating certainly
can’t do!

More than that, gas heat gives you the best in all-over warmth,

floor to ceiling and wall to wall. You'll revel in the comfort of
gas heat. And your house plants will thrive in it.

If you want the job done right 6 ..do it with gas.

soutHern union (G A S company
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You can buy a language lab, cafeteria

Get mOI'e SC 001 OI‘ or even three extra classrooms with the
money you save in owning and operat-

ing costs with an All-Electric design.

You get extra comfort and cleanliness,

your money with an &

B ° School board after school board has
A]J_Electrlc deS]. discovered that the All-Electric school
gn. eliminates many expensive first cost

items, and they require less mechanical

supervision. An All-Electric school min-
imizes yearly maintenance costs as well.
School boards have also discovered how
the flexibility of an All-Electric design
permits economic installation of air cool-
ing—either initially or at a later date.

Another advantage of going All-Elec-
tric is the greater freedom for architec-
tural design, which usually results in
added floor space and easier expansion
in the future. If you're building a new
school or expanding an old one, consider
going All-Electric. Talk to the Sales En-
gineering Staff at the Public Service
Company of New Mexico, They'll be
glad to help.

Public Service Company of New Mexico

A NEW MODERN FACILITY FOR THE
FINEST IN CONCRETE PRODUCTS

The new Prestressed Concrete Products, Inc. Plant located south of Menaul Blvd. and west of
I-25 in Albuquerque covering 8 acres. Produced in this plant are Precast, Prestressed Concrete
single tees, twin tees, and Y sections for roof, floor and wall construction. Other specialties in-
clude Precast wall sections, Architectural shapes and forms and many concrete items to order.
Prestressed Concrete Products offers the services of their
own engineering staff to work with architects, engineers

g?;:;ei\:n;rsbzzd?:;ptution of concrete products to your PRESTRESSEDﬁ
CONCRETE PRODUCTS, INC.

1304 Menaul Bivd. N.E, Albuguerque, N.M. 87106 (505) 345-2536
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NMA NEWS

NEW MEXICO ARTS
COMMISSION
ANNOUNCES 3RD
AWARDS PROGRAM

Entries are now being solicited
for the New Mexico Arts Com-
mission awards program. The
awards are given in two categories
as outlined below:

1) “AWARD FOR
EXCELLENCE” IN NEW
CONSTRUCTION

In order to recognize signifi-
cant and distinguished contri-
butions to the total environment,
the New Mexico Arts Commis-
sion and the New Mexico Soci-
ety of Architects hereby estab-
lish an annual Award for Ex-
cellence for new or recent con-
struction.

The award will be presented
to designers of structures which
have been built within the state
of New Mexico, and which en-
hance the environment for Man.

2) “AWARD FOR
EXCELLENCE"” IN THE
FIELD OF HISTORIC
PRESERVATION

It is an established fact that
the retention of the historical
records of man’s achievement is
of immense value to present and
future generations. Historical
buildings, artifacts, and sites are
the visual catalogue of that heri-
tage.

Accordingly, the New Mexico
Arts Commission and the New
Mexico Society of Architects
hereby establish an Award for
Excellence in the field of His-
toric Preservation. This award
will recognize valuable efforts
in the preservation of significant
architecture, artifacts, or sites
of historical importance.

The New Mexico Society of Ar-
chitects undertakes to administer
these awards programs. Similar
awards in both categories will be
presented to the designers and
owners of the structures to be rec-
ognized. It is planned that copies

of the award certificates will be
presented to those additional per-
sons who have been instrumental
in the construction, design, or pres-
ervation of the recognized struc-
ture.

The nominations for either
award category are not limited to
architect designed buildings. Any
structure is eligible — a bridge, a
dam, a house, a barn, a site, or a
monument.

Nominations are solicited from
architects, engineers, planners,
landscape architects, historical so-
cieties, garden clubs—any person,
or any organization.

The committee appointed by the

New Mexico Society of Architects
wants to see all that has been con-
structed or preserved throughout
New Mexico which might warrant
consideration for these awards.

No rules or restrictions are plac-
ed upon the presentation of en-
tries. It is nominations which are
solicited, not expensive and elab-
orate brochures. However, suffi-
cient pictorial and documentation
material must be submitted to ex-
plain the nomination to the jury.

The Deadline for Receipt of
Nominations is August 31, 1971
Send to: John P. Conron, AIA
Box 935, Santa Fe, N.M. 87501

BOOK REVIEW

Historic Preservation: A Plan
for New Mexico. State Planning

Office. 1971. L. C. 77-633959.
Available from the State Plan-
ning Office, State Capitol Build-
ing, Santa Fe, N.M. 87501. Prices:
in-state  $5.00; out-of-state $7.00
postpaid.

An involvement and deep con-
cern for its past has been an im-
portant aspect of day-to-day life
in New Mexico as far back as its
territorial period. The natural and
man-made environment has al-
ways strongly impinged itself on
all who have experienced New
Mexico—whether visitors or perm-
anent inhabitants. Thus New Mex-
ico’s man-made world has sug-
gested a visual sense of continu-
ity rarely found in other sections
of the country.

New Mexico’s success in histor-

NMA May - June 1971

ic preservation has been due to
several exterior circumstances: (a)
the large percentage of the land
owned by the federal government
and by the state; (b) the relative-
ly modest cost of rural acreage
(due to its restricted economic po-
tential); (c¢) the limited number
of its communities which have ex-
perienced large - scale urban
growth; (d) and finally the early
realization that historic objects
have direct economic values via
tourism,

The negative aspects of preser-
vation in New Mexico have been:
(a) the time-worn battle between
individual self-interest and the in-
terest of the community, i.e., pri-
vate ownership and the profit mo-
tive vs. public need; (b) a lim-
ited view of the past, ie., a re-

More on Page 9 B
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OUR 34TH YEAR CLIMATE DESIGNING
PAINT FOR THE SOUTHWEST

HANLEY'S and the
WWRLD

ARCHITECTURAL PAINTS
FOR BEAUTY AND
PROTECTION

TECHNICAL COATINGS FOR
PROTECTION — FUNCTION
AND BEAUTY.

SUNFOE
AMBASSADOR
COROBAN

HANLEY PAINT MFG. GO, INC.

EL PASO, TEXAS ALBUQUERQUE
PH. 532-6921 NEW MEXICO
PH. 755-3353 PH. 265-1524

TﬂliS Spﬂ@@ F@T‘ Sa,]l{e!

If you represent, or wish
to sell, a product to the

architectural profession,
then - - -

call or write Robert G. Mallory, AlA
115 Amherst Drive, S.E., Albuquerque 87106
505 255-8668

Builders Block & Stone Co., Inc.

P. 0. Box 1633
Roswell, N. M. 88201
505 622-1321

Builders Blgcg( & Stone Co., Inc.

. 0. Box 10284
Albuquerque, N. M. 87114
505 344-0851

Quality Concrete Masonry Products

and many allied building materials
Modernfold Wood and Plastic Folding Doors
Hollow Metal Doors and Frames
Steel and Formica Toilet Partitions
Commercial Toilet Accessories
Residential and Commercial Steel and Aluminum Windows

serving New Mexico
and the El Paso area

with

Reinforcing and Fabricated Steel
Commercial Hardware
Moderncote Vinyl Wall Covering

Builders Block & Supply Co., Inc.

P. 0. Drawer FF
Las Cruces, N. M. 88001
505 524-3633

Builders Block & Supply Co., Inc.

Telephone
aso
915 532-9695

Members: New Mexico Concrete Masonry Association, National Concrete Masonry Association
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jection of the past the closer it
comes to the present.

In this report on New Mexico’s
preservation, drawn up by Merle
Clark, director of the program,
and others, we are presented with
a clear realistic picture of what
has been accomplished, what is
presently being done, and what
needs to and can be carried out
in the immediate future. The re-
port is divided into four parts:
background, survey and planning,
preservation and development, and
general recommendations. These
chapters are supplemented by ap-
pendices dealing with existing
legislation, historic zoning ordi-
nances, and organizations (within
New Mexico) in historic preser-
vation.

The general tone of the report
and its specific recommendations
are as successful as could ever
be in treading the tenuous path
between idealism and present-day
reality. Without engaging in
“soupy” evasive language the re-
port goes to the root of the prob-
lem—the irreconcilable conflict
between our society’s needs (both
now and in the future) and our
time honored and hallowed Amer-
ican tradition of exploiting our
physical world and other human
beings for immediate individual
personal gain. Only on the rarest
occasions has the deep set need
for the preservation of fragments
of our past been synonymous with
the personal profit of an individ-
ual, business or corporation. The
authors of this report are com-
pletely realistic in sensing that
those committed to preservation
are in a minority; that those who
continued to expose laissez-faire
exploitation still dominate the un-
concerned, uncommitted bulk of
Americans who form the major-
ity. Therefore, the preservationist
must continue to play games and
engage in public charades. He
must still pretend that there is a
compatability between individual
or corporate profit, and the needs
of the community for meaningful
historic continuity. Both minori-

ties, the laissez-faire and the
preservationist, know full well
that these two needs are incom-
patible, but they both realize
enough to sense that their public
image would be damaged if they
bluntly came out and said what
they really think. Nor when one
carries this conflict onto an indi-
vidual level do we find anything
approaching a singleness of view.
Most preservationists still hold af-
firmative views about “free enter-
prise;” and a good number of busi-
ness and corporation executives
are deeply involved in historic
preservation. Almost all of us to
one degree or another exhibit a
divided personality on this issue.

The report’s basic answer to
this problem is that of educating
the young so that they will grow
up with a new set of values—an
increased commitment to commun-
ity ideals. Taking our present so-
ciety and its commitments into ac-
count, such an educational ap-
proach is probably the best and
most  realistic recommendation
which can be made at the present.

As to other specifics of the re-
port, the inclusion of a number of
late 19th-early 20th century build-
ings which should be preserved,
indicates, one hopes, that New
Mexico’s view of history no longer
stops with the Territorial Style.
Already much has been needless-
ly lost, such as that impressive
example of the Italianate style,
Huning Castle in Albuquerque,
or the rapidly diminishing num-
ber of Harvey houses and Santa
Fe railroad stations which first
brought the Mission style to New
Mexico. There is equally a need
to see that important examples of
the Pueblo Revival of the '20s
and '30s are protected, and it is
not too soon to begin to consider
the possible inclusion of a num-
ber of significant post-World War
IT buildings.

In the concluding chapter, “Gen-
eral Recommendations,” is con-
tained a proposed Historic District
Ordinance for the central portion
of Silver City. This well thought

NMA May - June 1971

out historic ordinance has been
drawn up by John Conron, who
over the years has been closely
involved with the pros and cons
of similar ordinances, particular-
ly the one which was devised in
1957 for Santa Fe. Conron has
sought to write an ordinance
which seeks to reconcile the de-
mands of private property with
those of public need. He presses
the case for public need as far
as he can, taking into account the
present legal limitations imposed
on the community by our courts.
Conron argues the case quite
strongly for creating the maxi-
mum of visual distinction between
the old and the new: “Proposed
new construction or alteration
should express its own time and
solve its own problems, while
maintaining a harmony of mater-
jals, proportion and rhythm.” (p.
139). That such an approach is
an ideal solution when one posits
a sensitive highly gifted architect
is self-evident. The problem,
though, is that few of us are so
gifted. Should one establish a cri-
teria for the infrequent architect-
ural genius, when in fact 9% of
our buildings are designed by
those who will end up visually
blighting our communities in their
attempt to play the role of avant-
garde Palladios, Wrights or Le
Corbusiers? Personally, I am no
longer sure that we should create
Jegal instruments which can only
be taken advantage of by lone
infrequent geniuses. Perhaps in
the long run it would be better
to have restrictive style ordinances
in historic districts which provide
the actual fragments of the past
with a neutral, non-assertive back
drop. —David Gebhard

Dr. David Gebhard, a frequent
contributor to this magazine, is
Professor of Art and Director of
the Art Gallery, University of Cali-
fornia, Santa Barbara. A trained
architect as well as an art histor-
jan, Dr. Gebhard has authored
numerous articles and pamphlets
on architectural history. Formerly

More on Page 19 B
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E'RE HOISTING
A NEW NAME

IN THE
. SOUTHWEST
\

\

For 66 years the Atlas name has meant
top quality building products.

Now we're the FEATHERLITE Building Products Company.

We're making the same fine concrete masonry units,
Strestcrete roofs and floors, Calcement Paint, Sakrete,

Mission Stone, Hueco Stone, precast concrete units, and prestressed double
tees and bridge beams.

With the same people to serve you: Cloyce Harrison, Vice President
and General Manager; Leonard Fowler, Sales Manager.

And we're affiliated with FEATHERLITE operations in Austin,
Abilene, Converse, Lubbock, Midland, Odessa, Ranger, Wichita Falls.

All of this is designed to serve you even better. With even finer building
products. FEATHERLITE Building Products.

IF ﬂ I E[HH”HIE BUILDING PRODUCTS COMPANY

P.0.BOX 9977, EL PASO, TEXAS 79990+ 915 772-1451
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THE TAOS COUNTY COURTHOUSE

ARCHITECT: The Architects, Taos GENERAL CONTRACTOR: La Mesa Builders, Inc.

The recently completed Taos County Courthouse has evoked much discussion, and
comment. Many citizens feel that it is “too modern” and, therefore, a total rejection of the
Taos architectural tradition. Others have expressed high praise for its “successful” attempt to
“continue” that tradition.

Feeling that the art of architecture is better served by the attempt to express time as
well as place, NEW MEXICO ARCHITECTURE herewith presents two reviews of this Court-
house. One is by an architect who is a frequent visitor to and a firm devotee of Taos; the
other is by a layman resident-by-choice of Taos.




TAOS COUNTY COMMISSIONERS: 1967-65 1969-72
Louis Martinez J. F. Romero — Chairman
Celso Arellano J. C. Cantu
Elmer LaCome Eugene Rael

ADMINISTRATION COURTHOUSE DETENTION CENTER HEALTH CENTER

1. entry 1. entry entry 1. entry
2, coffee room 2. courtroom 2. garage 2. waiting room
3. office 3. office 3. office 3. office
4, secretary 4, secretary 4, secretary 4. secretary
5. conference 5. conference 5. conference 5. conference
6. janitor-mechanical 6. janitor-mechanical 6. janitor-mechanical 6. janitor-mechanical
7. storage 7. storage 7. storage 7. storage
8. records 8. records 8. cells 8. records
9. vault 9. jury room 9. kitchen 9. examination
10. abstractors 10. judge 10. jailer 10. laboratory
11. work room 11. library 11. dayrooms 11. multi-purpose
12, drafting room Mechanical 12. isolation
1. transformer
2. panel room
fr— 5 [ a ] r—
" - e ] e - u S
| 3 - ([T ] — B — 3 — —
1 r,
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courthouse

detertion center
odministration
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The Architect’'s Statement

The form of the Taos County
Courthouse was derived from an
attempt to relate the complex
harmoniously with its environment.
In this case the environment was
considered in two ways: Site lo-
cation and historical background.

The site, which was selected by
the county commissioners, is part
of the “strip” between Taos and
Ranchos. In order to differentiate
it from the typical commercial de-
velopment, parking was placed at
the rear. Highway elevations were
developed at two stories—the au-
tomobile scale, while the court
elevations are reduced to a more
human scale.

The courthouse is a major pub-
lic building, and because it is lo-
cated in an area with significant
indigenous architecture, it should
exhibit historical continuity.
Throughout the earlier periods
the main architectural character-
istic of the area was exclusive
use of adobe as the building ma-
terial for walls. However, due to
economic, structural and procure-
ment problems, concrete block and
stucco became a necessary altern-
ative. Exteriors have been stuc-
coed, while budget limitations
caused the interiors to be painted
block.

A building program was pre-
pared after careful study of func-
tional distribution and space re-
quirements. Although the program
clearly distinguished four very dif-
ferent functional units — county
offices, courthouse, health center
and jail — there was no difficulty
in applying an additive design
principle to the individual sec-
tions. Described as “sugar lumps”
juxtaposed and piled on top of
one another, the additive principle
of internal spatial arrangement de-
termined the external envelope.
Further, this design approach al-
lows for expansion and growth
which can easily be integrated

health center

SECTION - B8

with the existing structure. In or-
der to unify the entire complex
the individual functions are not
articulated as separate form ele-

ments. Furthermore, the design of |

the complex was derived from the
spatial concept of the Taos Pueblo
where buildings generate a space
rather than use a predefined space
(such as a Spanish Colonial Plaza)
and then enclose it with build-
ings. This can be sensed most
particularly when approaching the
complex from the parking area.
Although traditional planning
concepts were followed, the build-
ing expresses a contemporary in-
terpretation that is not merely ap-
plied archaeology as is the “Santa
Fe Style.” _ The Architects, Taos

An Architect’s Impression
by Robert W. Peters
The courthouse, county offices,
health department and jail for
n

- — H—

Taos County form a governmental
precinct nestled at the edge of a
tree-lined meadow along the south
approach to Taos.

The building complex is one of
a series seen against the mountain
range as one approaches Taos, in-

cluding the Ranchos de Taos
Plaza group and the Sagebrush
Inn, each dating from a different
area and each making a different
statement about what it means to
build seriously and compatibly in
this timeless landscape.

The intervening “Roadscape” of
filling stations, used car show-
rooms, drive-in restaurants, mo-
tels and the like, must not be ig-
nored, if indeed they would be;
but their contributions, as Archi-
tect Robert Venturi points out in
his studies on Las Vegas, are not
to the landscape or toward a “ser-
ious” rapport with the nature of a
specific place, but to motion; to
the speed of the vehicle and the

3 f—rabilil f
=Rl
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linear system of the road.

That they could be anywhere,
along any road, in any landscape,
is their nature: Specific to time
but never to place, thus the graph-
ic image heralding their presence
is of great importance while the
structures housing their functions
are thought to be insignificant;
not “serious” building and there-
fore not architecture.

As the road passes the new Gov-
ernment Center the stage for civic
debate is set: on the right side
precise textured planes sharply
shadowed against the soft profile
of the mountains and on the left
the old time flavor of the new
Centinel Bank tinted Sticky-Pink.
Both new buildings, both “serious”
works, both isolated in their park-
ing lot settings but of quite op-
posite aesthetic intentions.

If the intentions of the bank de-
sign are familiar and therefore
thought to be “traditional,” what
intentions can be perceived for
the county buildings?

For me the clue lies in their
appearance at night, when the
rroject reads as a negative of its
daylight appearance; the recessed

14

window slots, in deep shadow dur- |

ing the day, glow softly with light
at night. This is not the light of
mercury vapor streetlighting but
the warm light of the luminario
with its suggestion of celebration.
This is a light uniquely sufficient
to Taos, of enough intensity to
augment the moonlight in the
clarity of the New Mexico sky,
vet not violating the sense of re-
pose within which the town rests
at the base of its mountains. Sure-
ly the harsh intensity of the town
lights seen from miles distant are
too strong, too “urban” for its set-
ting, and on approaching the Plaza
from the south one’s first impres-
sion is how desperately a munici-
pal sign control ordinance is

needed.

This soft night glow of the
county complex then, provides a
clue to its design intent to inter-
pret phenomena of materials
seen in the light unique to their
setting in rational ways which
make the design “traditional” in
a larger sense than that of the tra-
dition of the merely picturesque.

It seems logical to see the mass-
ing of the plane walls sharply in

NMA May - June 1971

the clear light, perhaps even sym-
bolic of that clarity of purpose
which we hopefully associate
with the law in our courts of jus-
tice. If the walls are built of con-
crete block rather than soft edged
adobes, then their profiles are log-
ically more precise.

While the massing of the com-
plex has the stepped quality of the
Taos Pueblo houses, it is perhaps
their distinction between bearing
walls and mnon-bearing window
openings which is least traditional
in local building. The relentless
orientation of windows in two di-
rections is perhaps too forced, and
the sun shielding in combination
with tinted glass produces per-
haps less daylight in some inter-
ior areas than their size requires.
But then small openings in adobe
structures are traditional.

My greatest concern is for the
way in which the interiors reverse
the promise of surface richness
which the sun and shadow of the
exterior suggest.

The heavy dependence on vinyl
asbestos tile surfaces, stair nos-
ings, catalog railings and metal
grilles, sealed and painted block,
and plastic letter graphics seems
too close to the format of mercury
vapor lighting and outsize sign-
ing which blights so much of the
town. In a region where construc-
tion skills are imprecise, this at-
tempt at creating a painted and
waxed “coated” environment seems
ill advised. Surely ground and
sealed concrete steps would be
sufficient if detailing does not al-
low for concealing the edges of
the tile surface. Perhaps revealed
ductwork would make better cor-
ridor ceilings than acoustic tile
suspension systems which require
more careful cutting and joining
than local skills allow. And does
fluorescent light have to be used
in non-work areas?

The spaces need softening of
materials and drama in color, This
could be a showcase for the arts
of Taos. The mural for the court-
room is a beginning.

The courthouse plaza needs
landscaping — masses of local
plant material handled architec-
turally with perhaps only one plant



type in each bed. Certainly full
and luxurious use of textures in
scale with the large wall masses
is needed.

The decision to locate outside
the plaza, decried by Bainbridge
Bunting in a recent issue of New
Mexico Architecture, is of less
concern to me because govern-
ment is an 8 to 5 operation and
adds little to the life of a town
center. Opening the complex to
its rear parking makes sense and
also follows local precedent in be-
ing open to the mountains and pro-
tective from the west as is Taos
Pueblo. The roadside facade
seems meant for ceremony with
its flags and projected platform
suitable for a civic official to ad-
dress the people assembled below.
Whether this sense of ceremony
for any formal civic use of the
complex develops will depend on
community acceptance, but in any
case it seems that the traditional
art of architecture has received a
fresh new statement among the
Arts of Taos. —Robert W. Peters

A Layman’s Impression
by John Nichols

One person who works inside the
new Taos County Courthouse told
me recently, “Most people seem
to either rave about this building
complex, or else they really dis-
like it.”

It is easy to see why there
might not be more of a middle
ground of reaction with regard
to the cluster of buildings—a jail,
a courthouse, an office building,
and a health center—which went
into operation last August. To be-
gin with, from the outside the
complex is very modern, stark, and
impressive looking; it is definite-
ly an artistic work, and a depar-
ture from the building norm in
Taos County. Numerous walls jut-
ting out beyond slim recessed
windows cast dramatic and angu-
lar shadows against each other.
Even in the plaza area there
are no flat planes for long; sev-
eral flights of steps in different
areas lead up from one level to
another past planters and open
areas designed for lawns and trees.
Although it appears immediately

that the courthouse area resembles
pueblo style architecture, the
building lacks the softness of real
adobe structures. Constructed of
cement blocks, the buildings give
the impression of being thin, al-
most delicate looking. I was led
to wonder if they would wear
well, if they would ever assume
the kind of friendly personality
that adobe homes in this section
of the county take, looking almost
as if they are an extension of the
earth.

The courthouse area is also a
little startling to some people be-
cause the front is really in back;
you drive around behind the
buildings to park and reach all
entrances; blank windowless walls
face Route 64 going south. This
added to the vague feeling T got,
walking around the deserted plaza,
a feeling of aloofness, as if this
lovely complex considered itself
above the personality of the peo-
ple and the buildings of Taos
County.

The insides of the four build-
ings are not as exciting as the ex-
teriors; they seem designed large-
ly for efficiency. My major per-
sonal complaint would be that the
windows, as skinny as they are,
and recessed also, do not provide
enough natural light; I was aware
of darkness dispersed by fluores-
cence everywhere I went—some-

how this gives the effect of effi-
cient modern bureaucratic archi-
tecture. Both the health building
and the jail have large, high ceil-
inged rooms lighted by small sky-
lights near the ceiling: the airi-
ness of these rooms is fine, but the
wide expanses of unplastered ce-
ment block wall give you a kind
of drab trapped feeling, unavoid-
able, perhaps, in a jail, but a little
sad in a clinic area, and, consider-
ing the exciting radical style of
the exterior, slightly surprising.

The major courtroom itself is
an unusual and innovative room:
rows of body-moulded fiberglass
chairs in the gallery rise above
the judge’s bench and the jury
box, the lawyers’ tables and a po-
dium, producing an almost the-
atrical and refreshing effect. In
all, the courtroom is an interest-
ing, even somewhat futuristic
area, in which the rows of space-
age chairs somehow work very
nicely with the fine woodwork of
the judge’s bench, the jury box,
and the podium, which were done
by El Mercado, a local crafts co-
operative.

A major complaint that a few
county employees to whom I
spoke voiced, is that the circulat-
ing air system does not work well,
the electric heating is hard to con-
trol, and they cannot open the
windows in order to let in fresh
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CONTRIBUTORS:

Robert W. Peters

is an architect in the firm of Skidmore,
Owings and Merrill, Architects, Chicago, Illi-
nois. His work includes the designs for the
U. S. Geological Survey building in Washing-
ton, D. C. and the Illinois Bar Association
building in Springfield, Illinois, Mr. Peters
graduated with honors from the University of
Minnesota with a Bachelor of Architecture
degree in 1959.

PHOTOGRAPHER: William Davis
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John Nichols

is a contributing Editor to the New Mexico
Review and a novelist, whose works include
the “Wizard of Loneliness” and “The Sterile
Cuckoo.” The “Sterile Cuckoo” was made
into a highly successful movie. A native New
York citizen, Mr. Nichols is now a resident
of Taos.
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air. In many offices, the air was
a bit stuffy; in the courthouse
building this was apparently due
to an error in the construction and
placing of air ducts and should
be corrected shortly. Yet when I
went through the jail the air was
fairly hot and quite oppressive.
In several offices, although there’s
plenty of room in which to work,
I had the sensation of being slight-
ly “sealed in.” I would like it
much better if somehow the de-
sign of the present windows could
be changed to something that
could be opened and closed.
Because of the spare, aloof qual-
ity to the buildings that I men-
tioned earlier, I have a feeling
it will probably take the average
Taoseno more time to get used to
the new courthouse complex than
it will take him, say, to get used
to the more conventional archi-
tecture of the recently completed
Centinel Bank building across the
street. At the same time, the new
courthouse is much more exciting
than the bank building, and to my
way of thinking, it deserves to be
gotten used to. If the money can
be raised—and it should be raised
—to landscape the various plant-
ers and lawn areas, the complex
will be a beautiful and very pleas-
ant area in which to spend some
time. —John Nichols

Mural Competition
For Courtroom

Under the leadership of Taos
Artist Emil Bisttram, and the Taos
Art Association, a statewide com-
petition was conducted to provide
a wall mural for the court room
in the new courthouse. On Satur-
day, March 27, 1971, the jury met
at the Stables Gallery; they select-
ed a multi-panel fiberglass wall
relief design submitted by Ken-
neth Drew of Taos.

Speaking for the jury, Dr. Fran-
cis V. O'Connor, Senior Visiting
Research Associate at the Nation-
al Collection of Fine Arts of the
Smithsonian Institution in Wash-
ington, D.C., commented about
the winning design. “We decided,
unanimously, to award him a
$7,500 commission to execute his
fiberglass wall relief Light to
Darkness for the wall behind the

jury box. Since none of the other
entries seemed compatible for the
other wall, we decided to invite
him to design an apt motif for the
space behind the judge’s bench.
If this proves satisfactory to us
later, he will be granted the other
commission for the wall above the
judge’s bench.

“We felt Mr. Drew had created |

a handsome and thoroughly appro-
priate wall relief which was ele-
gantly designed in a contempo-
rary material: fiberglass. Each
panel is different. Each circular
indentation, gently projected on a
cone, is differently placed, and
each panel is at a slightly differ-
ent angle from its neighbor. Yet,
aside from these differences, each
panel is identical in its basic mo-
tif. It is, so to speak, a peer group
of panels just as individual jury
men are peers when passing judg-
ment. One hopes that Mr. Drew

You Tell Us:

Send Your Vote To:

I

—_— e — — — — — — — — — — — — — — —

Were The Architects Successful?
YES

[]

— — — — — — — — — — — — — — — — —

will be as successful with the
judge.”

Singled out for honorable men-
tion were: Arthur R. Bond, Dem-
ing; Sydney Cobb, Ranchos de
Taos; Dow Heaton, Ranchos de
Taos; Cecil Howard, Silver City;
Karl Tani, Santa Fe; William
Warder, Albuquerque; Cynthia
West, Taos.

Serving on the jury with Dr.
O’Connor, were: Mr. Henry Hop-
kins, director of the Fort Worth
Art Museum; Mr. Robert Ewing,
curator in charge of fine arts,
Museum of New Mexico in Santa
Fe; Mr. William Mingenbach, one
of the architects of the county
courthouse; Mr., Emil Bisttram,
Taos artist and chairman of the
project. Honorary judges were:
Mrs. Sue McCleery, president of
the Taos Art Association and Mr.
Eugenio Rael, Taos County Com-
missioner.

The winning mural has been superimposed on a photograph of the court

room by the artist, Kenneth Drew.
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®

BUILDERS HARDWARE
FALCON Locks-in stock

ARCHITECTURAL SPECIALTIES DIVISION

J. C. Baldridge Lumber Co.

Albuquerque 243-4546

ROCKY MOUNTAIN STONE GO,
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3219 CLAREMONT AVENUE N. E.

ALBUQUERQUE, NEW MEXICO 344-2611

AT LAST .. ..

A TRAFFIC BEARING ROOF
DECK MATERIAL THAT LASTS!

DEX-O-TEX
WEATHERWEAR

Dex - O - Tex forms its
own elastic membrane,
flashing—and its own
durable neoprene traffic
surface. Applied in a se-
ries of trowel applica-
tions to form a mono-
lithic roof, Dex - O - Tex
can be applied over con-
crete slab, plywood or
quarry tile surfaces.
Dex - O - Tex will not rupture due to patented slip sheet
feature and elastic composition. It will not soften under
heat or become brittle when cold.

Ask us for details on this proven roof deck system.

NEW MEXICO=

MARBLE AND TILE CO.
414 Second St., S. W. Albuquerque, N. M,

P. O. Box 834 e Phone 243-5541

- an
Inettation...

TO USE OUR COMPLETE
ARCHITECTURAL CONSULTATION
SERVICE FOR THE FOLLOWING
QUALITY PRODUCTS

CONGOLEUM

FORMICA LAMINATES FLOORING

VINYL ASBESTOES AND
ASBESTOS TILE (TILE TEX)

FORMICA
WALL SYSTEMS

CARPETING BY PATCRAFT-

JORGES-LUDLOW MARLITE

CERAMIC TILE FOR FLOORS AND WALLS

MOST OF THE ABOVE PRODUCTS HAVE
LOCAL FACTORY REPRESENTATION
FACILITATING ACCURATE
SPECIFICATIONS.

DISTRIBUTOR

312 INDUSTRIAL AVENUE N. E.
ALBUQUERQUE, N. M. P. 0. BOX 1963 87103
PHONE 344-2317
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NELA NEWS

a member of the faculty at the
University of New Mexico and
later Director of the Roswell Mu-
seum and Art Center, Dr. Gebhard
was for over a year the Editor of
New Mexico Architect (1959-60).
As editor, he instituted a series of
articles in the magazine on histor-
ical aspects of New Mexican archi-
tecture.

LETTERS

Reproduced below are two let-
ters which are typical of the sev-
eral received from our readers
following the publication of the
March/April NMA:

March 23, 1971
Dear John:

I want to compliment you for
the stand you have taken on issues
and problems concerning the ecol-
ogy of this State. I was impressed
with your editorial and your will-
ingness to “stick by your guns.”
Congratulations on your courage.

With kindest personal regards, I
remain

Sincerely,
D. D. Van Soelen
Vice President and Cashier
First National Bank
Santa Fe, N. M.
April 7, 1971

JPC

Congratulations on your Editor-
jal (Jan./Feb. 1971). You in New
Mexico have so much to preserve,
But all of us have a stake in the
survival of Homo Sap. We must
realize that we have never had a
civilization, only varying degrees
of technology. Don’t worry about
the advertisers who withdraw.
They won't be around to adver-
tise, unless they cooperate.

Sincerely,
Charles D. Strong A.LA.

The book enclosed presents a
horrifying prospect for our nation
and the entire world, if the pollu-
tion of our air and water is per-
mitted to continue, and if popula-
tion is allowed to grow at its pres-
ent alarming rate.

Although the book is fiction,
1989: Population Doomsday by
Don Pendelton, could happen.
Read it and be frightened.

“IN THE
BEGINNING . . . 7?7

We reproduce below a bit of
the Bible according to Mr. Charles
Strong:

“In the end there was earth, and
it was with form and beauty.

“And man dwelt upon the land
of the earth, the meadows and
trees, and he said, ‘Let us build
our dwellings in this place of
beauty.’

“And he built cities and covered
the earth with concrete and steel.
And the meadows were gone. And
man said, It is good.”

“On the third day, man looked
upon the forests of the earth and
saw they were beautiful. And man
said, ‘Let us cut the timber for our
homes and grind the wood for our
use.’

“And man did.

“And the lands became barren
and the trees were gone, and man
said, ‘It is good.

“On the fourth day, man saw
that animals were in abundance
and in the fields. . . . And man
said, ‘Let us race these animals for
our own amusement and kill them
all.” And man did. And there were
no more animals on the face of the
earth.

“And man said, ‘It is good.’

“On the sixth day, man saw him-
self, and seeing the many lan-
guages and tongues, he feared and
hated, And man said, Let us build
great machines and destroy these,
lest they destroy us. And man
built great machines and the earth
was fired with rage of great wars.

“And man said, ‘It is good.’

“On the seventh day, man rested
from his labors, and the earth was
still, for man no longer dwelt upon
the earth.

“And it was good.”

BOB MALLORY MARRIES

At noon Saturday, May 1, Robert
G. Mallory, A.ILA., Advertising Di-
rector for NMA and Miss Gloria
Elaine Griffin exchanged wedding
vows. The staff of NMA wishes
them long life, happiness and the
statistically allowable number of
children—2.1!

NMA May - June 1971

A LEGISLATIVE
REPORT

A hopeful, but too long, list of
bills designed to put power into
the hands of government bodies
concerned with continuing subdi-
vision proliferation in New Mexi-
co was introduced into the state
legislature. Although strongly sup-
ported by well organized environ-
mentally concerned groups, all of
the bills died. However, House Bill
205, sponsored by James Koch (D.
Santa Fe) and others did survive.
Establishing an Environmental Im-
provement Agency, the bill is a
step towards developing a larger
state concern with environmental
matters.

Further, House Joint Resolution
14, Population passed both houses.
The resolution states that New
Mexico should consider stabiliza-
tion of its population to be of
pressing and immediate concern.

The resolution asks that the state
develop “policies, attitudes, social
standards, and action which will,
by voluntary and humane means
consistent with human rights and
individual conscience” stabilize the
population.—JPC

THE BEST LAID PLANS
OF MICE AND EDITORS!

The March/April issue of NMA
made a mistake—it planned ahead
in print! It was stated that a follow-
up story about statements made
earlier in reference to the forest
harvest practices on privately
owned land would appear in this
issue. Well, the press of the legis-
lative session, followed by Earth
Day and conflicting schedules pre-
vented this editor from arranging
new interviews with representa-
tives of opposing points of view.
The matter shall be pursued.

Further, in place of the promised
Hobbs Public Library you find
the Taos County Court House. The
current controversy about the de-
sign of the Court House made its
publication more timely. In the
next issue, the Hobbs Public Li-
brary!
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design 1nteriors, 1nc.

5021 lomas n.e., albuquerque
268-4307

interior planning
professional design service
contract sales

Manufacturers of:

KINNEY Brick Gompany Inc.

Distributors for:

e Common Brick e Summit Brick Co.
e Patio Brick e Acme Brick Co.

e Face Brick e Major Brick Co.

e Roman Brick e Eureka Brick Co.
e Norman Brick e Texas Clay Products
e ""SCR" Brick e 0o 00 0 0 0 0

Samples and information upon request

Visit Our Office & Showrooms at Plant
5 miles South just off of Second Street
ALBUQUERQUE, NEW MEXICO
Phone 877-4550 P.0. Box 1804, 87103

ALBUQUERQUE
TESTING LABORATORY

Sub-soil Investigations
For Structural and Dam Foundations

Two Drills and Crews now
available for Prompt Service

Laboratory Analysis and
Evaluation of Construction Materials

All work done under the supervision
of Registered Professional Engineers

532 Jefferson St. N.E. — P. O. Box 4101
Phone AL 5-8916 Albuquerque
Phone AL 5-1322 New Mexico
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KEYSON was Tve COATING

The interior and exterior of this bold new
building was coated with Keykrete Cementi-
tious coating. Applied directly to concrete
block or poured concrete, Keykrete elimin-
ates costly rubbing and finishing, gives color
choice, pleasing texture and appreciable sav-
ings.

KEYSON APPLIED COATINGS, Inc.
502 General Patch, S. E., Phone 298-7597
ALBUQUERQUE, NEW MEXICO 87112

STATE PARK OF THE SOUTHWEST
ARCHITECTS—CHAMBERS & CAMPBELL
CONTRACTOR—LEMBKE CONSTRUCTION CO., INC.

)
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Exterior -- Interior -- Super Bond
Applied Coatings — (16 Colors)

Depicting the variety of colors of the great Southwest and
Rocky Mountain Region.

An unlimited number of textures and patterns can be de-
veloped with stucco. It can be finished rough or smooth, raked,
grooved or dashed. No other material used in construction has
more flexibility of form and mood to aid the Architect in
carrying out his design.

Manufactured in Albuquerque, New Mexico, (is specially
formulated for the Southwest and Rocky Mountain Region).

200000000 0QQ0QQ00000 \ '
JKING OF STUCCOS| Mok Rovad=
110 Rutherford N. E. Albuquerque, New Mexico 87107

EL REY STUCCO FOG-KOTE SPRAY
(A Colos Seubllictin Secy) P. O. Box 6122 Phone (505) 345-1208

. . .. the test of time.

TRUS JOIST does it year in and year out and Leslie F. Baker,
of Baker Construction Company, recognizes that foct. His exper-
ience with TRUS JOIST on numerous jobs has told him so. He
put it this way . . . .

““As one of the first TRUS JOIST customers in this area, we
are finding the reasons we used them are as valid as ever.
Congratulations on standing the test of time.”

Like he says, the reasons are valid as ever.

Use them once, and you'll know what he means.

San Pedro

Chiropractic Clinic E
Albuquergue I

George B. McGil
Jack E. Fickel

Contractor: 210 Cogua Dr., N.E.
Baker Construction Albuquerque 505/256-2058
Company

- - - - - WITH QUALITY PRODUCTS —

DAY & NIGHT = =————
SARGENT

(oL SANBUSEO
STEELCRAFT

STANLEY IS ON THE MOVE- - - - -

SANTA FE BUILDERS SUPPLY CO.

SANTA FE AND ALBUQUERQUE, NEW MEXICO
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McMillan & Associates, Inc.
GONSULTING MATERIALS ENGINEERS

2501 Candelaria Road, N. E.
345-3681
Albuquerque, New Mexico

Experienced Personnel for:

@ Laboratory and Field Testing of
Construction Materials

@ Subsurface Soil Investigations

@ Plant Inspection and Calibration
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INDEX TO FIRMS

doesn’t shrin
from any |ob.

When you want minimized
shrinkage cracking for absolute
structural integrity, durability, and
beauty, the concrete answer is
ChemComp, Southwestern
Portland's expansive cement.
ChemComp is finished cement, not
an additive or partial
replacement. It greatly reduces
maintenance and repair costs due
to cracks. It generally eliminates
the need for waterproof
membranes or surface

sealants. Check ChemComp's
many advantages.

WRITE FOR FREE BROCHURE:
BOX 392, EL PASO, TEXAS 79943.

-
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VARIATIONS ON A THEME:

peiira-fiazed

SCORED
glazed
concrete

UNITS

Reduce scale b s o)
with the

economy of IR,

large q;h ¥ -

8 x 16 block.

&

& o0 Ireis by
THE BURNS & RUSSELL CO.. 3

FEATHERLITE BUILDING
PRODUCTS CO. El Paso, Tex. I
CREGO BLOCK CoO.,
Albuquerque, N, M,

EMPIRE BLOCK CO.,

Santa Fe, N. M.
e —

FEATHERLITE TILE CO.,
Lubbock, Texas

L

DON J. CUMMINGS
COMPANY, INC.

o
2914 Girard, N. E. P. O. Box 3486
345-3451 Albuquerque

HOLLOW METAL

® IMMEDIATE DELIVERY FROM
LARGE INVENTORY OF
STOCK SELECTIONS

® WIDE VARIETY OF DOORS

BUILDER'S HARDWARE
® YALE & TOWNE

@ VISIT OUR NEW
SHOWROOM FOR SELECTIONS

FROM
GONGEPT 10
GOMPLETION

Griggs Exclusive
Push Back Chairs

Large people, little people, quiet people,
squiggly people. Particular people.

For assembly or auditorium seating to
keep creatures of comfort happy, we ask
you to sit down on the job and judge!
Griggs Push Back Chairs are beautiful
strong, comfortable and meant to
welcome the contours of particular people.

Architects regularly use our design consultation
services for:

Science labs / Offices / Artrooms / Dormitories /
Libraries / Auditorium seating / Home Economics
labs / Gymnasiums

UNIVERSITY BOOK STORE
ALLIED SUPPLY CO.

2122 Central, SE
Phone 243-1776
Albuquerque, N. M.
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Shape-Effect.-Form.Design

RENDER IT IN CONCRETE
FOR LASTING BEAUTY

A fine example of the shape and de-
sign capability of Hydro Conduit Cor-
poration is the pre-cast concrete win-
dow panels used as entire wall sections
on the new survivability/vulnerability
test simulation facility at Kirtland Air
Force Base.

The roof of the building features 8
prestressed concrete twin tees, to make
an economical, practical and most at-
tractive building.

ARCHITECT — CORPS OF ENGINEERS
CONTRACTOR — THE BANES CO., INC.

(R
HYDRO CONDUIT CORPORATION

‘ / 2800 SECOND ST, SW « ALBUQUERQUE, NEW MEXICO 87103




