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this office has practically no heating expense
most of the heat is provided by light !

. . .

Today, heat recovered from fluorescent luminaires is a ~rac­
tical working reality in hundreds of installations throughout
the country. During the times when modern, well-lighted
buildings are occupied, Heat-With-Light delivers free com­
fort heating energy at savings of thousands of dollars I

Of the total energy input to a fluorescent lamp, 80% of the
energy is released in the form of heat. Knowing this, it be­
came a simple matter to design a duct-fan system, to move
air through luminaires, picking up surplus heat and moving
it out to warm a space. In summer, the same system moves
the heat outdoors, taking an enormous load off air condition­
ing equipment.

Contact us today for complete details on ap­
plying the Heat-With-Light system for your
next building.

Engineering Sales Department

Public Service Company of New Mexico
Telephon e : 842-1331

Post Office Box 2267

Albuquerque, New Mexico 87103

ITI
PERFECT FOR ...

• APARTMENT
• SCHOOL
• MOTEL

CONSTRUCTION

ALWAYS SPECIFY

ST STC
S ABS

Fire-safe. Low-Maintenance Roofs
and Floors by .:..:.:....;.~--:;_'""" _

THEcfi).;D ~oU.~~21~G"~A~~U.CT..~H'c;,~;
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Now Availahle State Wide:

CREATIVE
COli/CRETE
PRODUCTS

AGP Stone
®

NO JOB TOO LARGE-OR TOO SMALL

ALMOST EVERYTHING IN ROOFING
AND SHEET METAL

(505) 345-1854 I
3402 Stanford Drive, N. E.

ALBUQUERQUE, NEW MEXICO

Happiness is having a good roof by Goodrich

OUR CREDENTIALS ... THOUSANDS OF
SATISFIED CUSTOMERS

FREE ESTIMATES

GOODRICH ROOFING IN
ALBUQUERQUE FOR GOOD

•

in 6 shapes, 11 sizes •
Also available in colors •

• •
• made in New Mexico by •
• •AGP ALBUQUERQUE ••
• GRAVEL PRODUCTS •
• COMPANY •
• •

•
•

• • • • • • • • • • • • • • • • • • • • • • • • • ••

•
•

•

•

•

•
•

•

Consultation
Planning

Design
LaYOut

UNIVERSITY BOOK STORE
LLiED SUPPLY CO.

2122 Central. SE
Phone 243-1776

Albuquerque, N . M .

FRO
CONCEPIIO
CO PLElIO

Criteria, skill, artistry and
experience are fused to

produce laboratory furniture
meeting the most exacting

requirements of contemporary
science educators and architects.

Units immediately available and
within the reach of any

school or institutional budget.

Architects use our design consultation services for:
Science labs / Offices / Artrooms / Dormitories /
librar ies / Auditorium Seating / Home Economics
labs / Gymnasiums

• •
• • • • • • • • • • • • • • • • • • • • • • • • • • •
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ZONOLITE
Southwest Vermiculite Co.
5119 Edith Blvd. N.E.
Albuquerque, New Mexico 87107

Ponding causes awhole
deluge ofproblems.
Zonolite roofdeck systems
turn them off.
Zonolite has roof decks for everything. For
the slope-to-drains. For hurricanes . For pro­
tection against fire. And for insulation.

Roof deck systems certified by Zonolite.
Available everywhere in the U. S.and Canada.
Installed by approved applicators each and
every month of the year.

Just talk to your local Zonolite representa­
tive. He'll be pleased to consult with you and
come up with a recommendation that will
satisfy all your design requirements.

Want to correct a roof deck problem. Or
better yet , prevent one in the first place?

Say the word!

HOME

DECORATING

CENTER

HANLEY PAl T MFG. CO., INC.
EL PASO. TEXAS LAS CRUCES ALBUQUERQUE

PH. 532-6921 NEW MEXICO NEW MEXICO
PH. 755-9821 PH. 523-1222 PH. 265-1524

2714 4th ST. N. W. PHONE 344.3558

ALBUQUERQUE, NEW MEXICO 87107

ARCHITECTURAL PAINTS
FOR BEAUTY AND
PROTECTION

TECHNICAL COATINGS FOR
PROTECTION - FUNCTION
AND BEAUTY.

BY LEES

OUR 33RD YEAR CLIMATE DESIGNING
PAINT FOR THE SOUTHWEST

HALEYI S and the

COLOR ~.:~ EiUTWORID.
GUiLD··..··' : H. ,V\'_....c..... ..(; OF COLOR

TRAFFIC CARPET

PROVEN PERFORMANCE CARPETS IN
WOOLS, NYLONS, ACRYLICS SPECIFICAL­
LY DESIGNED FOR HEAVY TRAFFIC USE
IN COMMERCIAL BUILDINGS, CHURCHES,
OFFICES, SCHOOLS, ETC. LET WELLBORNS
SHOW YOU SAMPLES FOR ULTIMATE
PATTERN AND COLOR SELECTION.

SUNI=O~

AMBASSADOR

NMA March· April 1970 5



KEY50N HAS THE COATING
The entire exterior of this bold new build ing
was coated with Keykrete Cementitious coat­

ing. Applied directly to concrete block or
poured concrete, Keykrete el iminates costly
rubbing and finishing, gives co lor choice and
appreciable savings.

KEYSON APPLI ED COATI NGS, Inc.
502 General Patch, S. E., Phone 298-7597

ALBUQUERQUE, NEW MEXICO 87112

CHEMISTRY BUILDING
UNIVERSITY OF NEW MEXICO
ARCH ITECT - FERGUSON, STEVENS, MALLORY

& PEARL
CONTRACTOR - BRADBURY & STAMM

CONST . CO., INC.

FORMICA@ brand Panel System 202 goes
righ t ove r almost a ny structu rally sound wa ll
... no tearing down . .. goes up in a day or
less! Perfect anywhere moisture is a problem.
Formica Brand Laminated Plastic is the ideal
surfacing material for toilet compa rtments
a nd other rest room partitions, for th e same
reason it serves so ha ndsomely on surfac es
in other parts of a build ing.

FORMICA DISTRIBUTOR

The one-day application of an ELASTIZELL insulated
floor begins with standard framing covered with 5/8­
inch thickness of fir plywood or 1 x 6 subflooring as
shown above.

MAN , TAKE IT FROM A
" CAT" WHO GETS ' RO UND

I. ·G'"i: A C~I

~\\ RNRN
STEP RF
ON IT DAD! EC T
The system has a sound
rating of 50 STC, and up
to 56 F-STC can be real­
ized by combining it with
a resilient channel mounted
ceiling. INR of plus 20
ond more are experienced
with pad and carpet
covering.

PANEL SYSTEM

202

AND TOILET

COMPARTMENTSlarTlln&.'t.ed pla.stlc

FORMICA REPRESENTATIVE
RICHARD P. KASSA

268-4589

FOR COMPLETE INFORMATION
Call or Write

2906 Broadway NE-871 07 (505) 345-3621
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"I have used many types of structural materials and
I consider TRUS JOIST one of the best time savers by
ease of insta lla t ion, light in weight and a very well
enginee red product."

This is Lloyd E. Gibson, contractor, speaking of the
advantages of the TRUS J OIST system. He's a ma n
who spends a great dea l of time on the job site super­
vis ing work. He knows construction. He knows costs.
He knows TRUS JOIST.

/

THE

7100 Con st itution Avenue N.E.
Albuquerque ~n5/256-2058

George 8. McGill

INFINITE ACCESS FLOOR

Ask us for details of th is
revolutiona ry floo r system.

Th e sensible answer to the problem of under­
floor accessib ility for cables-heating, cooling,
conduit, piping, conveyors, etc.

Th e Tate Floor System, as installed by New Mexico

Marble & Tile Co. offers th e advantages of : Th e high

st re ngt h of st eel , inte rcha nge a ble floor panels , fire re­

sista nce, low cost, latera l stability, permanent floor level ,

cut-out f lexibility, d imensional st a bi lity, unaffected by

temperature or humidity, owners choice of floor covering.

Building :
Albuquerque Metro­
politan Arroyo Flood
Control Authority

Architect :
George Wynn

Controctor:
Lloyd E. Gibson

· Unit Engineered Wood

Laminated Structures

KOPPERS

J. C. B ALDRIDGE LUMBER CO.
Box 1396 243·4546

Albuquerque 87103

~~w ,"~XICU

,"~l?I3L~ ~~I) TIL~ CU.
414 Second sr., S. W. Albuquerque, N. M.

P. O. Box 834 • Phone 243-5541
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KEftl1 ETA L
I(I[WAUNI[E 'S C. E ....TIFIC EOU IPM I:NT ca R P

REPRESENTI NG

KlWAUHU TfCHNICAL 'UltNlTUllif co.
l'ArrIVILLI:. NOlt'" C..... OLlNA

• Counseling, Sa les & Installation of

• Scientific & Institutional furniture for

• Schools - Hospitals

• Research - Industry

• Arts & Crafts and Homemaking

KEM/METAL by Kewaunee Scientific Equipment Corp ., for
the modern Chemistry Laboratory

University of New Mexico, Chemistry Laboratory
Albuquerque, New Mexico

ARCH ITECT- Ferguson, Stevens, Mallory & Pearl
CONTRACTOR- -Bradbury & Stamm Canst. Co., Inc.
OWNER-Regents of the Univers ity of New Mexico

:::m::m ONALD G. HITING CO., I N C.
Albuquerque, New Mex ico 87108
1009 San Mateo Blvd. S. E.
PH : 505 255-1684

Denver, Colorado 80215
I 1904 W . Cedar Drive-Suite No. 1
PH : 303 986-1573

Phoenix, Arizona 85016
42 15 N. 16th Street-Suite No. 2
PH : 602 263-84 15

PERFORMANCE .. PRESTRESSED CONCRETE
DELIVERS PERFORMANCE AS NO OTHER PRODUCT.

ARCHITECT - FERGUSON, STEVENS, MALLORY & PEARL

CONTRACTOR - K. L. HOUSE CONSTR . CO., INC.

The addition of two floors to the Hos­

pital and Surgical Services Inc. build­

ing in Albuq ue rq ue incorporated the

use of 4' wide prestressed concrete

tees fabricated in light weight aggre­

gate by Prestressed Concrete Products,

Inc . The addition enlarged the use­

able space in the buildi ng by 18,000

square feet .

Prestressed concrete-the lowest cost

means of assuring lasting strength and

maximum fi re protection.

PRESTRESSED' : ..
CONCRETE PRODUCTS, INC.

8

1304 Menaul Blvd. H.E., Albuquerque , H.M. 87106 (505) 345-2536
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elude one copy of the final bound
report and any additional infonna ­
tion to better explain the "plan­
ning" pro posals.

NOTE: th e designer will 'w oe
to SELL the [urij .

Th e jury can not be called upon
to guess the intenti ons of the ar­
chitec ts. Further, it must be stress­
ed that no project is to be jud ged
in competition with other entr ies.
Bath er, the jury is to eval ua te
each en try on its own merit.

It must be understood that the
New Mexico Society of Architects ,
the Awards Comm itt ee, nor the
jury can be responsible for loss or
damage to any entry. Th erefore,
each entrant is encouraged to in­
sur e his own entry material.

Th e iudges will be instru cted to
mak e one lecel of a/card only ­
Honor A/card.

Whil e no limit is to be placed
upon the number of Honor Awards
to be given, it is outstanding
and significant architec ture, his­
toric preservation , or planning
concepts which is to be so honor­
ed. Further, the jud ges hav e the
duty to make no award when, in
their opinion, no proj ect is worthy
of this high honor.

Through this Honor Awards
Program, the Society wishes to
bring public attention to the vast
scope or work , and the rich va­
riety of results that are produced
by the architectural profession of
New Mexico.

Entry is open to all memb ers
of the New Mexico Society of Ar­
chitec ts. Whil e the completed
structure or planning project need
not be located in New Mexico,
the execution of the commission
must have been undertaken in New
Mexico architectural offices, and
all entries mus t so stipulate.

The New Mexico Society of Architects
Announces Two Award P rograms 0 (l

1_ HONOR AWARDS
FOR C OM P LET ED
AR C H ITECTURAL
C OMMIS S I O NS

In ord er to recognize distinguish- I
ed accomplishments in the archi­
tecture produ ced by its memb ers,
the ew Mexico Society of Archi­
tects announces its first Honor
Awards Program.

This first year, awa rds will be
given for commissions or projects
which have been completed be­
tween January 1, 1965 and July 1,
1970. Eligibl e "commissions" or
"projec ts" include thr ee areas of
architec tura l interest :
1) New buildings or structures,

and th e remodelin g of existing
buildings or stru ctu res;

2) Historic Preservation or
Restoration;

3) Env ironme ntal Plannin g
Projects

Th e latter category includes all
planning projects which were un­
dert aken by architectura l offices
and which were actu ally compl et­
ed upon the submittal of a bound
report and /or drawings.

No rules or restri ction s are plac­
ed upon the method of entry pres­
entation. It is completed architec­
tural projects which are solicited ,
not expensive and elaborate bro ­
chures or exhibition panels. Full­
view binders are encouraged but
large pan els which have been pre­
pared for other chapter or exhi­
bition purposes are acceptable.

Color slides of completed struc­
tures are urged. Slides or photo­
graphs must show the compl ete
structure and its relation to the
environment. Slides or photographs
of the interior should be included,
along with site, floor plan and sec­
tion as needed to explain the so­
lution.

Remodeling and Historic Pres­
erva tion entries must be accom­
pani ed by full "before" and "after"
documentation.

Planning project entries must in-

o o

A n entry fee of .$10.00 mu st ac­
company each entry.

All architectural and consult ant
credits must be placed in a sealed
envelope and secure ly attac hed to
eac h entry.

Deadli ne for receipt of entry
submitta ls is August 1, 1970.
Send to:

John P. Conron
207 Lincoln Avenue
Santa Fe , New Mexico 87501

or:
Office of the Chairman
Department of Archit ecture,
University of [ew Mexico
2414 Centra l Avenu e, S. E.
Albuquerque, N. 1\ 1. 87106

2_ AWARDS FOR
CONTRIBUTIONS TO
OUR ENVIRONMENT
BY ANY INDIVIDUAL
OR ORGANIZATION

Additional awards have been au­
thorized by the New Mexico So­
ciety of Architects, and nomina­
tions for these awards are hereby
solicited from all our readers.

Th ese new awards are designed
to recognize significant contribu­
tions to our enoironme nt which
ha ve been made by any individual,
club or organiza tion. Whil e mem­
bers of the AlA are eligible to re­
ceive an En oironm ental award, it
is also involvement and contribu­
tions by other than architects that
is to be sought for recognition by
the New Mexico Society of Archi ­
tects .

The awards committee asks the
help of all our read ers in de ter­
mining the recipi ent s of these
awards. Please contact a memb er
of the committee with your nom­
inations .

John P. Conron, Chairman
207 Lincoln Avenu e
Santa Fe, New Mexico 87501

or George C. Pearl
U5 Amherst Drive, S.E.
Albuquerque 87108

or George S. Wright
2018 Coal Avenu e, S. E.
Albuquerque 87106

NMA March· April 1970



ELEVEN NEW

I
Hegion, Al A, which consists of the
sta tes of New Mexico, Arizona,
Co lorado, Utah , Wyomin g and Ne-
vada.

Flatow has served his profession
on the local, sta te, and natio nal
levels for the past fiftee n years .
He received recognition for his
service wh en he was elevated to
Fellowship in the AlA in 1967. His
architectural firm has received
both regional and national awards
for the outstand ing design of many
of its buildings.

MAX FLAToW, FAIA
NOMINATED

Max Flat ow, partner in the Albu ­
querq ue - Ph oenix architectu ra l
firm of F latow, Moore, Bryan and
Fairburn , has been nomi nated for
the Board of Directors of the
American Institute of Architects.
Max was nominat ed in a closely
contested election at th e recent
Western Mountain Region al Con­
ference held in Las Vegas, e­
vada.

Nomination is tantamount to ac­
tual elect ion, whi ch will be held
during the annual meeting of the
AlA next Jun e in Boston . Max will
represent the Western Mountain

ing on February 6, 1970, held in
Albuquerque, the New Mexico
Board of Examin ers for Architect s
approved and authorized the fol­
lowing for registrat ion in the sta te
of ew Mexico to practi ce archi­
tecture: Bernabe Homero Jr. of
Santa Fe, Eugene L. Hunt of Al­
buquerque, Jam es A. Hackler of
Santa Fe, Ray D. Heister of Dal­
las, Wayne George Andrews of Al­
bu qu erqu e, Willi am E. Burk III
of Albuq uerque, James W. Miller
of Albuquerque, Donald A. Mit­
chell of Albuque rque, Donald L.
West of Albuquerque, Alexander

ARCH ITECTS D. Dority of Santa Fe and John L.
At its official and regular meet- I Lawler of Denver,

I

WH EN TH E TENANT MOVES IN-­
THE FUN BEGINS

The Property Manager phoned to say
There are some things that, without delay

Must be corrected and made to function
Including the Parking Lot power junction.

He then rea ds a list, somewhat like this
Of all the things that have gone amiss

And caused the Tenants most d ispleasure
Wh ich they've expressed -in insolent measure.

There is no heat in the Conference Su ite
And water is dripp ing on the front row seat,

The Fan Coil Un it in the Direc tor's room
Is making a noise like a sonic boo m.

The lights in the Lobby fl icker and joggle
Cause someone broke the switchboard toggle,

The Drink ing Founta in water runs hot
But the water in Lavatory basins does not.

The wooden floor in the Hallway squeaks
a nd th e Women's Rest Room toilet leaks,

The shelves in Stora ge fell off the wall
and there is no threshhold in the Entry Hall.

There's no power outlet at--or near
The Printing Press in the Basement rear

And there's a report from the Filing Clerk
That the plug to his copier will not work.

The pretty gal Sec reta ry in room two-o-nine
T hin ks th at her Bosses ca rpet's devi ne­

But why in tarnation did we ever choose
To carpet her room in those awful Blues?

The re a re several more items on the P. M.'s list
But you know of others that he 's somehow missed,

So, what can the poor Architect do but grin
and drown all his troubles in vermouth and g in.

-Bradley P. Kidder, FAIA

UNDER CONSTRUCTION

Th is house is not yet a house

though measurements are made,

-squo red and known

now it is uprights, bea ms, jo ists,

post and lintel , I-beam

the barest ribs .

I walk around the d isheveled earth

thrust as ide for this plann ed encounte r

of wood, stone, steel, and di rt,

calcareous rocks.

Clay has been formed, burned

piled here in a long fort of red;

I balance one brick in my hand,

th is is my tie to the past

to antiqu ity .

Walking into this f ramework

its openness like c rysta I

see thick green t rees

arched blue sky

in the interstices of the roof;

here where a window will be

a bird fl ies down to rest.

-Marcia Muth. Miller
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Voir, Charles W.
9 2 ode 61 d. NW.
Albtl , 87114
247-8823

Wood, Arthur L.
1316 TrUmGn . ~
Albuqu que 8710
2A2-9173 (ofc)

Hooker, Ma jorie M.
P. O. Box l0l49
Alameda 87 114
2 2-61 83 lofcl

Torres, Robert L
825 Valencia Dr. S. E.
Albuquerque 87108
247-8558 (ofc)

Pro . el
Asaoc te M ",be

Associ ate Mem bers

Rowland, Hugh
1316 San Pablo N. E.
A q
265-0782

Ross, Leon Amon., Jr.
5901 Wood-ford Dr. N. E.
Albuqu rqve 87 110
299-8852 (res)

Vogt, Leon O.
29419 Wisconsin St. N. E.
Albuqu rqu 87110
242- 1526 (ofc I

Vor 0, John P.
1030 San Pedro Dr. N. E.
Al rque 8711 0
265-8656 lofc)

Walt rs, Robert C.
1801 Lomas Blvd. N.W.
Albuqu rque 87104
242-6133 lofcl

Shelton, Bill J.
335 J rson St. S. E.
Albuqu fqu 87 108
255-9690 Iofc l

Stevens, Donald P.
I 15 Amher t Dr. S. E.
Alb rque 87 106
255-8668 Iofc)

Schlegel, Donald P.
1620 C n rQI A . S. E.
Alb QIJ8 871 06
277-2903 lArch. Dept .l

Shaffer, Donald Martin
5301 C fro I Ave. N. E.
Albuq rque 87108
268-6783

Pacheco, Jesse A., Jr.
316 Vol Verde Dr. S. E.
A. uq rque 87 108
265-8791 Iofc I

Moore, Jason P.
5,01 C ntral Ave. N. E.
#1600
Albuqu rque 87 108
268-5783 Iofc)

Pearl, George C.
1I 5 Amherst Dr. S. E.
Albuq 'Que 871 06
255-8668 Iofc l

Long, J
511 Son Mateo 81 d., N E
Albuquerque 87 108
256-2509 tote)

Mas in, Loren
6500 Po rosa Av . N. E.
Alb que 871 10
299-82 9

Neuner, August A.
120 Vas or Dr. S. E.
Albuq"" qu 87106
242-84 2 (ofc)

Mallory, Robert G.
) 5 Amherst Dr. S. E.
Albu rqu 87 106
255-8668 (ofc)

HIli, J. Ja
P O. Box 42
Silv r CIty, N. M. 88061

Hes Id n, Louis G.
P. O. Box 803
A rQU 87103
2 :3 -45 9 (ofe)

Gorcso, Lawrence A.
1006 B<m of' N. Bldg.

Ib lJ 87101
247- 823 (ofcl

.1ll(mciex, Manuel R.
PI • E.

AI rqu 87111
299-2.839 (res)

Graham, Chpnnell
3 6 Vat Verde Dr. S. E.
Albuqu ue 87 I 08
265-8791 (me)

Pogue, Emest L.
3411 A$ nAve. N. E.
Albuquerque 87106
247-1711, Ext. 223 (ofc)

Waters, Bill J.
51 I San Mateo N . E.
A1buql gue 87 108
265-5775 (ofc l

Andr ws, Way
140 P an
Alh r B1lffT
247-3589 (

Quinlan, Charles W .
3030 J Av nue
San Luis Obispo, Col. 93401

Wendell, Wallace A.
1030 Pedro Dr. N . E.
A !'Que 87 110
265 - 65'6 Iofc)

E

. E.
Reed, John B.

5905 rble A e N E.
A rque 87110
265- 505 lofcl

RiI v, Robert B.
481 2 MadIson Court N. E.
Albuqu rque 87110
277-2903 (Arch. Dept. I

Wright, George S.
2018 Coal Ave. S. E.
Albul:juerque 87 106
243 0512 Iofc)

Wynn, George
6303 Indian School Rd. N.E.
Albuquerque 87 110
296-1772 (ofc)
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by:

Louise Harris Ivers

When the Charles Ilfeld Company Buildin g
was construc ted in 1890-1891, it was ··the "Pride of
Las Vegas."! Located along the northwest side of
the plaza of West Las Vegas, the Ilfeld Building
even today is an imposing struc ture, In 1891, this
edifice contained all of the latest "modem improve­
ments ," such as an elevator, large plate-glass displ ay
windows, and a separate and sturdy safe room. Al­
though the changing times have taken their toll, it
still function s, little changed, as a hardware store.

Charles Ilfeld arrived in West Las Vegas in
May, 1867 with his employer, Adolf Letcher. They
proceeded to set up business in a one-story adobe
building that had previously been occupied by the
merchant, Frank Kihlberg." On Septemb er 14, 1874,
however, Ilfeld bou ght Letcher's interest in their
mercantile firm and went into business for himself."
By 1882, Ilfeld' s business was so prosperous that he
decided to construct a new building to house his
department store. This struc ture still stands, three
bays wide , as the left section of the Ilfeld Building.
A contemporary account of the 1882 building des­
crib es it as "An Orn ament to the Town and a Credit
to the Territory."!

Among the new buildings just com pleted
is that of Charles Ilfeld, on the north side of the
plaza and adjoining the Plaza hotel. This is
without doubt the best business house in tIle

Territory of New Mexico. It is a sub stantial
structure, built of stone, three stories high abo ve
the basem ent and finished off in a manner which
gives it an imposing and elegant appearance. It
is thiruj-tico feet w ide by one hundred and thirty­
two feet long. Th e basem ent is the full length
of the building and is a most excellent one. Th e
front of the first story abo ve the basem ent is
constructed of brownston e with enormous show
windows of French plate glass. Th e front of the
second and third story is constructed of w hite
granite, and is certainly very handsome. Th e
building is covered with a metallic roof, laid by
the most skillful wo rkme n. Th e contractors w ho
lcere instrumental in erecting this structure were
Messrs. Claiburn and Pierce, who did the stone
work, and Messrs. Ta ylor & Fowler who did th e
carpente r work, and Messrs. Finan e & Elston
who did the painting and glaz ing. Th e w ork­
manship throughout is of the best, and reflects
credit upon the contractors. Th e first floor is
provided with a large and commodious office,
built of imitation walnut, and ground glass amply
supplied with large fireproof safes and con ven ­
ient desks. Th e off ice would do credit to a
banking establishment. An Osgood elevator af­
fords east) means of carrying goods from th e
basem ent to the third floor . This building is
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prooided with seater 0/1 all floors , with fireplugs
throughout. Th ecost;of construc tion of this splen ­
did building will reach in th e neighborhood of
.~40.000. 5

In Septemb er, 1890, Charles Ilfeld commissioned
H. \V. Kirchn er, an architect from Denver , to enlarge
the 1882 building to its present dim ensions." This
new structure encompassed the earlier section of
three bays and added five more bays, somewh at
shorter in length than the existing ones, to form the
plaza facad e of seven ty-five feet. Th e entire facad e
was probably refaced in 1890-1891, becaus e a con­
temporary newspaper account of the building de­
scribes it as

com posed of massive pillars of nati ve red sand­
ston e, of peculiar hardness and especially pure
color, abo ve which rise th e upper stori es, in
cream-white sandstone of finest texture.

Th e beautiful, red stone of the front, as
we ll as th e great blocks in th e foundations, many
of th em nearly six feet square and two feet in
thickn ess, and also the very handsome cream­
white stone of th e upper stories, was quarried
two miles west of the cit y, by William W ells,
who also executed th e stone -CUffing and masonry
of th e whole building.'

Not only was the facad e of the 1882 building made
of brownstone and white granite, but the architec-

tural decoration of the entire plaza frontage is
identical in detail. Th e first story columns all have
the same profil e, the window enframements, stone
facing, and cornice separating the first from the
second stories are the same , and the rustication at
the come rs and sepa ration of old from new portions
is uniform. .Thus, one can assume that, while the
core of the 1882 building remains, evidenced easily
from the back or Valencia Street side, the plaza
facad e is a product of the 1890-1891 effort.

A discrepancy in the size and detailing of the
first story display windows, however, undoubtedly
means that the 1882 windows remain on the left side
of the Ilfeld Building. Th e 1890-1891 windows are of
"polished plate glass . . . which are each fourteen
feet in width, and reach to the floor level."8 Th e
basement level of the right section of the building
is also slightly lower than that of the left , for the
windows are larger. Too , the detailing of the base­
ment fenestration differs from one portion to the
oth er. From Valencia Street another difference in con­
struction method is evidenced . "The rear elevation
( 1890-1891), from basement floor to second story, is
composed entirely of iron columns, filled in with
glass, and the upper stories are stone piers and glass.?"
Apparently, stone rather than iron column s were
used exclusively in the 1882 structure .

Th at the 1890-1891 Ilfeld Building was a marvel
of modem construction in its day can be discerned
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from the followin g part of the newspaper description.
Artificial light is supplied by seventy-five incan ­
descent lam ps of the Las Ve gas elec tric com pany,
while the entire four erect floors are th oroughly
heated by a fourteen -foot locom oti ve boiler ,
placed in a cault under th e rear stree t, entirel y
apart from th e sto re building . . .

Upon ente ring th e main store -room, one is
first impressed icith its lofty ceiling, supported
by a row of graceful iron colum ns with foliated
capitals. t"

Ilfeld also ord ered some stee l girders from Chicago II

for his new building to assure its perm anence and
sta bility.

Th e Ilfeld Building can be labelled stylistica lly
as Italian Renaissance Revival , for it bears a definite
resemblance to a Florentine palazzo . Th e Italian Ren­
aissance style was popularized in the East by the New
York architectural firm of McKim, Mead, and White
during the decad e of 1880. Eastern seabo ard works
of this typ e, however, were generally more "correct"
than the Ilfeld Building. In his book , Images of
American Living, Alan Gowans describes three
ph ases of Victori an architec ture, the second of which
ap plies most dir ectly to the Ilfeld store. Thi s seco nd
phase, which took plac e roughly from 1850 to 1880,
was a period in which various stylistic detail s were
mixed togeth er on the same building. Gowans' third

ph ase, beginning in the 1880's and lastin g well into
the twenti eth century is represented by buildings of
part icular styles reproduced "with scientific accur­
acy."!" Thus, the Ilfeld Building, with its segmented
piers and large expanses of plate-glass windows on
the first story, its keystone drip mouldings and double

/

/ -'- ---..
---

arched windows of the upper two stories, and its
Italianate rustication, ashlar masonry, and bracketed ,
overhanging com ices would sure ly fall into the second
phase of Victorian architecture. Its construction date
of 1890-1891 makes it a slightly retardataire version
of an Eastern building, but this stylistic time lag of
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The cest-iron basement grating
at the 1882 structure.

about ten years is to be expec ted in the Southwest.
In fact, the usual architectura l time lag in the South­
west is far more than ten years, for the Territorial
style did not reach New Mexico until after the Civil
War, while the Greek Revival took place in the East
in the 1820's.

ot only is the Itali anate style of the East Coast
eviden t in the Ilfeld Building, but the functionalism of
the Chicago School of the 1880's is also witn essed in
certain of its architect ura l elements. As menti oned
above, steel girders were ord ered from Chicago, and
the cast iron columns of the first story, both exterior
and interior, possibl y came from the same source.
The capping cornice , although carved and bracketed,
also appea rs to be of the cast metal variety. Although
the skeleton of the plaza facade is obscured by seg­
mented stone piers with blocky capitals resembling
piled hori zontal slabs, the large expanses of plate
glass with extremely thin wooden enframements con­
veya sense of functionalism not present in the Italian­
ate buildings of McKim, Mead , and White. Too, the
basement story of the right section of the Ilfeld Build­
ing represents pure functionalism, for it is constructed
simply of unadorned posts and lintels which form the
window enframements. The lacy iron gratings in front
of the basement are evocative of Louis Sullivan 's
archit ectural ornament.

This struc ture designed by H. W. Kirchner, al­
though visibly divided into two sections, mad e evi­
dent especially by the verti cal rusticat ion dividing
the three bays of 1882 from the five of 1890-1891,
presents a visually tenabl e whol e. The white and
reddish-brown colors of the Ilfeld Building afford a
pleasing contrast complemented by the fine stone
cutting technique evident in the piers and corni ce of
the first story and the keystone drip mouldings and
horizontal bottom enframemen ts of the upper stories.
The interior of the struc ture is composed of large,
airy , well-lit rooms that are atmospherically suited
to what was once the largest and most prosperous
department store of 'West Las Vegas. The five cast
iron columns with their intricately foliated cap itals
supporting the large room at the right part of the first
story contrast subtly with the monumental proportions
of the room, and the oaken sta ircase at the front cent er
of the building is constructed with a particularly
handsome simple solidity. With the Plaza Hotel next
door, the Ilfeld Building domin ates the plaza of West
Las Vegas. It remains an imposing and interesting
struc ture today in spite of its being over seventy-five
years old.

Historically, the Ilfeld Building represents an
important period in the developm ent of Las Vegas.
The Santa Fe Railroad reach ed this town in 1879,
causing a tremendous boom that was to last into the
1920's. Las Vegas, because of the railroad depot, in
the late nineteenth century was the most important
mercantil e cent er of the Territory of New Mexico. It
was the first link with the East, and supplied a large
section of the Territory with commodities and luxury
goods from the manufacturing cent ers beyond the
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Staked Plains . Charles Ilfeld conducted a good part
of the mercantil e operations that went on in Las
Vegas in the latter decades of the 1800's. He not only
had a large departm ent store, the Ilfeld Building, but
he handled much native produce such as grain, hay,
lumber, wool, and hides. Thus, the Ilfeld Building
is a product of Las Vegas' boom days, of the growth
of an outpost on the Santa Fe Trail into the major
railroad depot of the Southwest.

-Louise Harris Ivers

NOTES
ILas Vegas Daily Optic, December 19, 1891.
:!WilIiam J. Parish, The Charles Ilfeld Company

(Cambridge: Harvard University Press, 1961), p. 21.
-tua; p. 29.
<Las V egas Gaz ette, January 24, 1883.
"Ibid .
"Parish, p. 213.
it.as V egas Daily Optic.
sIbid .
"lbid.
IOIbid.
1 I Parish, p. 213.
I:!Alan Gowans, Ima ges of American Li ving (Phil­

ade lphia : J. B. Lippincott Company, 1964), p. 288.
BIBLIOGRAPHY

Books
Andrews, Wayn e. A rchitecture, Ambition and Ameri­

cans. London: Collier-Macmillan Limited , 1964.
Calion, Milton W. Las V egas, New Mexico - Th e

Touin that Wouldn't Gamble. Las Vegas: The
Las Vegas Publishing Co., Inc. , 1962.

Gowans , Alan. Ima ges of American Living. Philadel­
phia: J. B. Lippincott Company, 1964.

Parish, William J. The Charl es Ilf eld Company. Cam­
bridge: Harvard University Press, 1961.

Newspapers
Las Vegas Daily Optic. December 19, 1891.
Las V egas Gazette . January 24, 1883.

Coming in the

May--June Issue

the final episode in the continuing story

of the "Alva rado Affair."

and:
the Albuquerque Chapter, A. I. A.

Honor Awards

,
ARCHITECTURAL
SYSTEMS COMPANY

ACOUSTICAL CEILINGS

BUILDER'S HARDWARE

DEMOUNTABLE
PARTITIONS

Earl A. Boule
Gerald P. Shultz A.H.C.
Don Welker

NMA March· April 1970 19



serving New Mexico
and the EI Paso area

with

Quality Concrete Masonry Products
and many allied building materials

Modernfold Wood and Plastic Folding Doors
Hollow Metal Doors and Frames Reinforcing and Fabricated Steel

Steel and Formica Toilet Partitions Commercial Harduiare
Commercial Toil et Accessories Mod erncote Vinyl Wall Covering

Residential and Commercial Steel and Aluminum Windows

Builders Block & Stone Co., Inc. Builders Block & Supply Co., Inc.
P. O. Box 1633 P. O. Dra wer FF

Roswell, N. M. 88201 Las Cruces, N. M. 88001
505 622·1321 505 524·3633

Builders Block & Stone Co.,Inc. Builders Block & Supply Co., Inc.
P. O. Box 10284 Telephone

Albuquerque, N. M. 87114 El Paso
505 344·0851 915 532·9695

Me mbers : New Mexico Conc rete Masonry Assoc iat ion , National Concrete Masonry Assoc iation
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WOOD is WAR and WONDERFUL!
MEMBERSHIP :

ALDRIDGE HOME SUPPLY CENTER
GIBSON LUMBER CO.
HOME BUILDERS SUPPLY CO.
BOSQUE FARMS LUMBER CO.

SANDIA LUMBER CO.
APACHE LUMBER CO., INC.
GEORGIA - PACIFIC CORP.

U. s. PLYWOOD CORP.
DUKE CITY LUMBER CO.
NEW MEXICO TIMBER INC.

l UMBER MERCHANDISERS ASSOCIA TION
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EL REY STUCCO FOG-KOTE SPRAY
(A Color Stabilizing Spray )

These are the expert s on wood and wood products to contact
fo r information and consultation • . • members of

ALBUQUERQUE, .NEW MEXICO
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Exterior -- Interior -- Super Bond
Applied Coatings - (16 Colors)

Depicting th e variety of colors of the great Southwest and
Rocky Mountain Region.

An unlimited number of textures and patterns can be de­
velop ed with stucco. It can be finished rough or smooth, raked,
grooved or dashed. No other material used in construction has
more flexibility of form and mood to aid the Architect in
carrying out his des ign .

Manufactured in Albuquerque, New Mexico, (is specially
formulated for the Southwest and Rocky Mountain Region )

by "ee Reg" Stucco Co.
110 Rutherford N. E. Albuquerque, New Mexico 87107
P. O. Box 6122 Phone (505) 345-1208
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2137 Mills Ave.
EI Paso, Texas
915-533-9060

DISTRIBUTORS FOR:

UNISTRUT Metal Framing
TELESPAR TUBING

4800 Pa n American Hwy., N. E.
Albuquerque, New Mexico

505-345-2405

KEENE PEN N METAL Movoble Partit ions

LOGAN Wire Partitions

Also Racks, Shelving & Other Architectural Products

- Please Call For Design Assistance -

•I design interiors, inc.

5021 lomas n. e., albuquerque
268-4307

interior planning
professional design service

contract sales

Dependable Cooling?
if you want the job done right

...do it with gas

6
SOUTHERN UNION GAS COMPANY
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Roofing and Sheetmetal Contractors

ALBUQUERQUE

TESTI NG LABORATORY

Sub -so lI Investigations
For Structural and Dam Foundations

Two Drills and Crews now
available for Prompt Service

Corporation of Albuquerque Laboratory Analysis and
Evaluat ion of Construction Materials

All work done under the supervision
of Registered Professional Engineers

711 WHEELER AVE. S.E.

TEL. 243-3788

ALBUQUERQUE, NEW MEXICO 87103
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Phone AL 5-8916
Phone AL 5-1322

P. O. Box 4101
Albuquerque
New Mexico
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McMURTRY PAINT & GLASS

A VALSPAR COMPANY CAST-CRETE
Complete Architectural Services

for

Paints and Glass

ARCHITECTURAL AND

CUSTOM PRECASTI NG

Distributors for :

VALSPAR PAINTS

L.O.F. GLASS

Complete line of-

Fine carpets and drapes

Industrial Coatings

Wallpapers

Products limited

only by the

Arch itects' Imag inat ion.

1008 Marquez PI. Phone 982-4661
20 years in

SANTA FE, NEW MEXICO

CAST - CRETE Inc.
2501 Princeton N.E. (505) 345-1070

Albuquerque, New Mexico 87107
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WE CAN DO A QUALITY BUILDING
JOB FOR YOU AT LESS COST WITH
WEYERHAEUSER LAMINATED WOOD BEAMS

WEYERHAEUSER LAMINATED WOOD ARCHES

WEYERHAEUSER LAMINATED WOOD DECKING

PhDne 345-2611

See us for complete Weyerhaeuser Structural Roof Systems.
We can do the complete job from estimate through erec­
tion . Call fo r estimates or more info rmation.

A Weyerhaeuser Arohlteotural Sneolaltv Dealer

3825 Edith, H.E.
fEATHERLlTE TilE COMPANY P. O. Box 489, Erskine Rd.

LUBBOCK. TEXAS 79408 Phone 809 & PO-3-8202
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The new mid-elementary school at

Shiprock, N. M. is shown during
construction, featuring prestressed

concrete single tee roof system.
Note the decorative end treatment
called for on the roof tees. Perman­

ent strength and maximum fire re­
sistance are achieved with pre­
stressed concrete - the versatile

building material from Hydro Con­

duit Corporation.
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