
The afternoon of the second day of the con­
ference was devoted to the design crit ique seminar.
A new technique for stimulating architec tura l thought
and criticism, such seminars have been held at
regional mee tings of the AlA in var ious pa rts of the
country over the last two yea rs. The national office
in \ Vash ington has sponsored the program by send­
ing men experienced in the technique of conducting
such sem inars to various meetings in the hope that
once local memb ers of the Institute had taken part
in one, they would be interested in an d able to con­
du ct addi tiona l sem ina rs on the local level.

A semina r is limited to a discussion of one or
at most two designs, an d attendance is limit ed. ( The
65 enrollmen t at the Santa Fe cr itique is probably
more than should be admi tte d to anyone presenta­
tion , and a large, empty auditorium is hardly an
ideal local. ) It is probabl y a good idea to limit pa r­
ticipation to pract icing architects as they impose less
restrain t on cri ticism and a free exchan ge of ideas
than would an open meetin g.

Th e idea behind the seminar is excellen t. It is
that an architec t present for criticism a design pr oj­
ect upon which he is cur rently working. It is better
that the proj ect be not too far along on the draft ­
ing boards so that the designer will not have too
strong a "pa renta l feeling" for the design, i.e., not
feel compe lled to defend it to the bitter end. Also
he is ab le to change his design if weak..nesses or
possibilities of which he had heretofore been unaware
emerge in the course of discussions. It is really a
splendid opportunity for an architec t to pick the
brains of his colleagues, to ge t the benefit of their
ad vice and talent all for free. All he has to have is
the courage and self rest raint to face the critics!

Takin g perhap s fift een minutes and using slides ,
the designer traces the develop ment of his proj ect
from the very beginning, describing the program ,
the changes in program that may have come about ,
and the evolution of the final scheme from pre­
liminary space ana lyses and ini tia l sketches . Once
he has mad e his presentati on, the floor is open for
any and all qu estions an d comments.

At the San ta Fe semi na r two projects were dis­
cussed. Jason Moore of the Albuquerque firm of
Flatow, Moore, Bryan , and Fairburn presented the
design for the Colleges of En gineering building plan­
ned for the University of lew Mexico. Following
that , Geor ge Rockr ise, who has taken pa rt in a good
many such semina rs on be half of the Octazon, pre­
sented the campus layout an d large, coeduca tiona l
dormitory planned for Chico State Colleze, Chico,
Ca lifornia. ! 0 summa ry of the actua l discussions
are here presen ted nor was a record made of them
as such reporting also might inh ibit the spontane ity
of the semina r. - B. B.
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RESOLUTION NO. 1

WHEREAS:

It has become appa ren t that the complex construc ­
tion industry has brought forth the need for some
limitations in regard to the time to conside r legal
matters that may arise out of construction proj ects ;
BE IT RESOLV ED:
That the membe rs within the Sta tes comprising this
Western Mountain Region be urged to work with
their Sta te Legislature to pass a "Sta tute of Limita­
tions" to cover Architects and related parties in the
construction industry.

RESOLUTION NO. 2

WHEREAS:

The Fifteenth Ann ua l Confe rence of the Western
Mountain Region of the Ame rica n Institute of Archi­
tects convened in the heart of the historic Southwest
wh ere we are gene rously reminded of the work being
done to perserve our cultura l her itage;
BE IT RESOLVED:
That the Chapters of the Stat es comprising the He­
gion be urged to continue and expa nd Pro grams of
Restorat ion and Preservati on of our historic environ­
ment .

RESOLUTION NO. 3

WHER EAS:

The 15th Annua l Conference of the Western Hegion
of the Al A is awa re of the disastrous effec ts and ir­
revokabl e loss that the construction of the proposed
Highway through the Village of Las Trampas, New
Mexico would have upon the int egrity of that com­
munity and upon any future efforts to preser ve it
as an exam ple of a Spanish village;
BE IT RESOLV ED:
That this Convention go on reco rd in sup port of
local efforts to preserve the Village in its entirety,
and furthermore to encourage the respon sibl e Gov­
ernment Offi cials to study the present Highway De­
velopment plans and to establish a route that will
not destroy this histori c community.
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