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TILE IN A SKYLINE CONCEPT OF LUXURY LIVING

The Cherry Creek Towers offers a new . Naturally Monarch Tile was selected for the
concept in apartment living . . . a distinction % 15 luxury-laden stories . . . 24,000 square
feet in 120 tub baths and 60 shower baths.

For economy or deluxe construction Mon-

that spells luxury, elegance and convenience |

. an incomparable world of tomorrow !
within the scope of today. " arch is the tile to choose. the tile to use.

MONARCH TILE MANUFACTURING. INC., FACTORY AND GENERAL OFFICE, SAN ANGELO, TEXAS

Member., Tile Council of America, Member Producers Council, Division Offices in Five Cities, Showrooms and Warchouses in 15 Cities

New Mexico office: 414 Second St. S.W., Albuquerque, N. M.



vol. 5

(Cover

Membership List,

New Mexico Chapter, AlA

Church of the Good Shepherd

Conservation

Walter Gathman, AlA

John Robb Residence
Don Schlegel, AIA

Notes on Reading
John Conron

Project
Ranchos de Taos Church

Howard Smith Residence
Hugh Rowland, AlA

Notes on Reading
David Gebhard

Index of Advertisers

nos. 9and 10 « sept.-oct. 1963 * the new mexico architect

12

19
21

24
26

Chureh of the Good Shepherd. photograph by lean Rodgers Oliver)

-Official Publication of the New Mexico Chapter, American Institute of Architects-

Chapter Officers

President, John McHugh
Vice-President, John Reed
Secretary, Don Schlegel
Treasurer, John J. Heimerich
Director, W. Kern Smith
Director, Max Flatow
Director, John P. Conron
Director, Garland Bryan

Director, E. C. Frenck

Printed by: Hall - Poorbaugh Press,

Magazine Committee

Bainbridge Bunting )
John P, Conron )

W. M. Brittelle, 5r,, Chairman
—Advertising Director

John J. Heimerich, Treasurer
Van Dorn Hooker, Circulation
John McHugh, Ex-Officio

Co-Editors

Roswell, New Mexico




131!

i classic tapered aluminum
post 149-S, Sculptured pattern

shown. Available with a plain
surface or inlaid natural wood.

Complete catalogue of railings

and grilles available upon request.

Permanent display - Architects
Bullding, 101 Park Ave., New York, N.Y,.
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DENWOOD
Engineered TRUSSES

Save MONEY

Eliminate costly cutting crews.
Realize as much as 309§ sav-
ings on roof material handling.
Full framing packages for
gable and hip roofs are avail-

gibson
LUMBER

4100 4th St., NW
DI 4-3434

specify...

Custom-Created

OFFICE DECORS

by

M bEIPILOTIRS
A DIVISION OF
NEW MEXICO SCHOOL AND “l

OFFICE SUPPLY COMPANY

incidentals from Office Interiors! All

S-T-R-E-T-C-H client dollars!
Specify LEASING draperies and
carpeting, furniture, pictures and

New Mexico! Write for complete
FREE list of our lines!

FOR FULL DETAILS AT NO OBLIGATION

ABQ 247-0283

(ASK FOR OFFICE INTERIORS DIVISION)

NEW MEXICO STATE CAPITOL BUILDING

TWO MONTGOMERY GEARED PASSENGER ELEVATORS
SEVEN ROTARY OILDRALIC ELEVATORS

Mr. Architect . . ..

let us show you why a large percent of Building
owners in New Mexico, rely upon us for dependable

Vertical Transportation.

HUNTER - HAYES

ELEVATORS SINCE 1902

Hunter-Hayes Elevator Co.
106 Buena Vista Dr. S.E.

Albuquerque, New Mexico

Please have Representative Call -
Send data on General Equipment

Name —_—

Address _ —— —

NMA September - October 63




STRUCTURAL STEEL

FOR NEW MEXICO'S
THRIVING BUILDING |
INDUSTRY SINCE 1942

(1
e

Millen & S

Mfg.Co., Inc.

500 PHOENIX AVENUE, N.W.
STATION B~ P.O. BOX 6007
ALBUQUERQUE, NEW MEXICO

Available aw ¥ *
Sandstone, Adobe, Gray and Terra Cotta

A new masonry product (Hollowcore) CREGO BLOCK CO, Inc.

allowing a double faced wall 6026 Second NW DI 4-3475
with soft shadows and highlights. Albuquerque, New Mexico

T i it
These blocks mect' a'nd SUEPARS _ Makers of the finest autoclave
all ASTM and minimum code requirements products in New Mexico

NMA September - October '63
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CHURCH OF THE GOOD SHEPHERD
+++...ALBUQUERQUE, NEW MEXICO

| see in the development of a church design a number of specific points around which design concepts
must evolve. These include: The needs of the congregation both materially and spiritually;: the restrictive bud-
get of the first phase of construction; the need for bringing the church back as a strong influence in architectural
design; the assimilation of many functions into one harmonious whole.

In discussion of the first item, it is necessary that we accept the differences, not only in the different con-
gregations’ approach to religion but in their general living habits and locale. It is quite apparent that a city
church, the majority of whose members are college graduates. cannot be approached the same as one designed
for people in the small rural community.

The resirictions of low budgets in the first phase of construction are a constant challenge. Usually for the
first phase the congregation has a budget of from $40,000 to $60,000 which has to cover all costs in connection
with land improvements. It is extremely important that the church organization understand the limitation of
this budget and that the first unit be designed with its relation to the eventual master plan having precedence
over the amount of square footage achieved.

If one studies the history of architecture he soon finds that most innovations through the ages occur-
red in Ecclesiastical buildings. I believe that this approach must be resumed and that the church should rep-
resent the most forward thinking the individual Architect can give.

Finally, in relation to the overall master plan. the Architect must design a completed layout for the
eventual church needs.

In doing this, it is realized that subsequently changes will be made as each stage of construction is un-
dertaken, but the basic design must be determined in the beginning. A master plan must be maintained and
adjusted at each of these stages to keep it current, —Walter A. Gathman
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Architect: Walter Gathman, A.L.A.
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We invite you to consider us as
your concrete headquarters . . . .
Albuquerque’s Quality Concrete.

Albuquerque Gravel
Products Company

Albuquerque, New Mexico

600 John St., SE Phone CH 2-5265

N TR
c1\© Us
pi‘ﬁe 2 Co.

P. O. Box 1063—Albuquerque, N. M.—530 Bridge Bivd., SW
Telephone CHopel 2-3243

MANUFACTURERS:
PRE-FABRICATED wood roof trusse

aond floor systems

NEW MEXICO’S LEADING MANUFACTURERS
AND REPRESENTATIVES OF

COMPONENTS FOR THE BUILDING
INDUSTRY

REMODEL RESIDENTIAL
"OMMERCIAL

ERWUSILDING
PRODUCTS €©.

200 N. Glenwood St., El Paso, Texas

ore and more architects are
specifying Atlas Strestcrete

for fire-safe, economical roofs.

Are you familiar with the many

advantages of this type of construction?

Call Collect — PR 2-1451, El Paso, Texas

Ask for Walter Frank
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YOU GET THE SAME DENSITY ON THE JOB

——

D i
EEr—

L Y

AS YOU DO ON THE FIRE TESTS WITH

ZONOLITE
MONO-KOTE

Products are often tested differ-
ently than they are used. Not
Mono-Kote. It is tested as it is
sprayed on, just as it is on the
job. It is not tamped to make it
dense because it needs no tamp-
ing. So you are sure you get ap-
plication of Mono-Kote as tested,
on your job. You get the fireproof-
ing you specify with Mono-Kote.
Southwest Vermiculite Co.

1822 First Street, Northwest, Albuquerque, New Mexico

Phone 242-1163

NMA September -

COOL
AND
HEAT...

A 600-foot tower with a restaurant
at the top? Or the world’s busiest
airport? Or New Mexico’s tallest
building? Or a 25-acre shopping
center? Or a modern high school?
Or your own home?

the madern answer is

In homes, businesses, factories,

schools — wherever there is a need for
climate control — the demand for depend-
able gas is growing! Gas-fired equipment is
produced today by more manufacturers than
ever before. From small residential units to
giant industrial systems, gas equipment is
dependable, efficient, safe, compact, flexible
— the most economical and longest-lasting
of all heating systems.
It is gas which cools and heats — the Space
Needle at the Seattle World's Fair, New
York International Airport, the Bank of
New Mexico's skyscraper, Rushfair shop-
ping center in El Paso, beautiful El Paso
Technical High School, and...perhaps...
your own home.

SOUTHERN {%E UNION
GAS

COMPANY

October '63
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A RESIDENCE ... .INALBUQUERQUE, N. M.

Architect: Don Schlegel, A.l.A.
Owners: Mr. and Mrs. John Robb
Contractor: Gunnard Dahlquist

12 NMA September - October ‘63



In the following notes 1 he
tried to summarize the factor:
which contributed to the design
of the John Robb house and my
subsequent reactions to the solu-
tion. | realized that | had an ideal
client, and if the work has any
shortcomings, they are the faull
of the architect, not the client.

The written program clearly de-
scribed how the Robbs and iheir
five children would like to live,
and it expressed their desire that
the design be :‘-_\lnp:tlht'lu with
the Southwest.

An eleven acre tract on the east
side of Rio Grande Blvd. north
of Albuquerque, the site com-
mands a panoramic view of the
Sandia Mountains. [t contains
also a 200 by 200-foot mound.
four feet high which had been
constructed I'Iy a former owner. It
seemed ideal to place the house on
top of this mound, thus allowing
it to appear as if built on an
island in a sea of alfalfa pasture.

As the Sandia Mountains seem
to over-power most things in the
foreground, it seemed appropriate
that the house should be strong
enough in mass and scale 1o main-
tain its own identity and have a
character that would relate to
the background. In attempting to
solve this problem, many ideas
passed through my mind. | know
that I was impressed with the

Photographs: Joe Laval




ruins of Quarai, whose mighty stone masses relate so
well to the ground and sky that they seem an indigenous
solution to the architecture of New Mexico. Also the
land forms of the state have always fascinated me, and
I feel that they mean something architecturally.

The problem of getting on and off the mound
without destroying the nature of the platform was im-
portant and it seemed wrong to drive on to it. The
car port, therefore, was the only element of the house
at the lower level. The process of entering the house,
I felt, should be a continuing and developing exper-
ience in space and in view, almost processional in char-
acter.

The living space. | felt, should dominate the com-
plex and be somewhat similar to the great halls of the
late Medieval period.

It appeared that all major rooms should take ad-
vantage of the spectacular view which opened, for-
tunately, to the east and therefore away from the
scorching west sun and winds. As the various living
functions of the residence announced themselves very
clearly, they should, it seemed, be expressed as dis-
tinctly. The area for entry and entertainment should
be almost Baroque in space configuration.

Red sandstone from the Sandias would give the

visual tie with the mountains and they should be dis-

tributed throughout the composition. These forms would
then be connected by light roofs and plaster walls in
a way that would accentuate the hl‘u\'} slone masses,

In reviewing and evaluating just how well | was
able to integrate the above-stated concepts in the final
solution, my reaction is something like this: The stone
masses should have been slightly rearranged in order
to convey a more three-dimensional quality. Also these
masses should have been slightly higher so that a
clearer definition between stone and roof would exist.

The center living space should, perhaps, contain
a conversation area in order to provide a more intimate
space and to add a change of scale.

The cantilever on the north end of the house was
at one time longer. But one bedroom was eliminated.
and that section now appears a little too short.

On the whole, 1 am well satisfied with the solu-
tion and I wish to express my gratitude to Mr. and
Mrs. Robb for this opportunity which enabled me to
develop in practice many of the ideas | had heretofore
only talked about in the classroom. No teacher of ar-
chitecture, I believe, can really teach properly without

also building. Don P. Schlegel

14 NMA September - October 63
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general
pumice

corporation

santa fe
new

mexico

Announces The %_7‘—3 Appointment

Y

of

NEW MEXICO MARBLE
AND TILE CO., INC.

414 Second St. SW
Albuquerque, New Mexico
P. O. Box 834 Phone 243-5541

AS DISTRIBUTOR FOR
CONTRACT
BUILDERS HARDWARE
IN
NEW MEXICO

“From New Mexico Quarries —

The World's Finest Marble, Onyx & Travertines”

“Consult your Architect”

ULTRA MARBLES, Inc.

MAIN OFFICE & FINISHING PLANT:
4100 Broadway SE, Tel. 877-4000
Albuguerque, New Mexico

QUARRY SALES AGENT: Colonna & Co. New York

ULTRA - STANDARD OF EXCELLENCE

MARBLES ONYX TRAVERTINES

16 NMA September -
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NOTES ON READING

Christopher Tunnard and Boris Pushkarev,
Man-Made American : Chaos or Control? Yale Univer-
sity Press, New Haven. 1963. $15.00.

America is laid bare before us as Part 1 of this
fine book discusses the “Esthetics of Man-Made Ameri-
a,” Here lies the beautiful, the not so beautiful and the
downright ugly. All this we have, and it is used to il-
lustrate that beauty can result from our use of the land.
The authors believe, and successfully set out to prove,
that while the landscape they see “is the result of our
attitudes and actions . . . there is nothing to prevent
its changing for the better except ignorance and inertia.”

The primary concern of the book is that area
within the total landscape which begins with the inner
suburbs on the urban fringe of our cities. From a de-
tailed discussion of these suburbs the authors expand
into the open country, which is being traversed more
and more by bigger and broader highways. They dis-
cuss present-day practices of low density subdivision
and layout, which they find woefully lacking in design
and in human amenities. The reasons for this are ex-
isting zoning regulations, which date back to the early
thirties, and unimaginative design. “Subdivisions will
record the blight of non-imagination in design until
the ‘common {mod is interpreted as putting man rather
than the market at the center of our thinking.”

The authors insist that a subdivision be integrated
with its environment. They discuss the relationship of
the house to its site. They show how variations in set-
backs, ground levels and groupings can relieve the usual
mmwlm:y, They point out the need for variety within
harmony rather than the usual builder’s planned sub-
division which has either harmony to the point of
monotony or variety to the point of chaos. They would
like to see bulldozers used to enhance the topography
rather than only used to nullify it.

The industrial plant and its relation to the land-
scape is discussed in another part of the book. Here the
authors point out that some few industries do put a
premium upon visual design in the location of the ar-
chitecture of their facilities. Most industrial develop-
ment, however, leaves “much to be desired. Industrial
scars in in the landscape, particularly along railroads,
do not contribute to the beauty of the country. Mean-
while. inherent in our advanced technology is a great
potential of significant esthetic expression which some-
times comes to the fore by accident but should more
often do so by design.” The fault of present-day prac-
tices are described, and many suggestions are presented
to show that industrial and commercial facilities can
be planned and designed to be both convenient and
beautiful within the overall landscape.

The section devoted to the design of freeways is
most compelling. By means of careful analysis they
demonstrate that a beautifully designed highway is also
the safest. There is no reason why highways and free-
ways should not be esthetically pleasing to the traveler
rather than merely fast. The American traveler spends
many hours of travel time watching the roadway in
front of him: and since the well-designed. beautiful

(hpap wood-and-plasterboard boxes destined to
fall dpdl‘l in thirty vear.”

Unimaginative use of natural terrain.

Unrelieved concrete with the right of way enclosed by
chain link fence.

NMA September - October '63 17



FOR YOUR PROTECTION...

look for this sign of

QUALITY
PLUMBING,

The Sign of
Quality Work

HEATING it
and COOLING

Mr. Architect and Mr. Builder

We Solicit Your Inquiries
SERVICE IS OUR SPECIALTY

FENESTRA BUILDING PRODUCTS—W indows, Doors, Panels
BARBER-COLMAN CO.—OQverhead Doors, all types

STRAITS MANUFACTURING CO.—Plastic Folding Doors
CAPITOL PRODUCTS CORP.—Aluminum Windows
RICHMOND FIREPROOF DOOR CO.—Special Hollow Metals
AMERICAN WINDOW COMPANY

WARE ALUMINUM WINDOWS

Builders Block & Stone Co., Inc. Builders Block & Supply Co., Inc.
P. 0. Box 1633 -+« 6221321 P. 0. Drawer FF + 5247717
ROSWELL, NEW MEXICO LAS CRUCES, NEW MEXICO

Wm. (Billl Derby Cleo Burger

(El Paso Number 532-9695)

MANUFACTURERS OF CINCRETE AND PUMICE BLOCKS
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freeway is the more restful and satisfying, it is thus
safer. The first impression we have as tourists enter-
ing a new area of the country is the view of that country
frum the automobile window. Garish billboards. ugly
ports of entry, eroding embankments and chain link
dividers only suggest that the state has little interest
in the impression it makes on visitors. This is all so
unnecessary, The freeway can be designed and evaluated
from the esthetic as well as the economic standpoint.
“The paved ribbon should neither destroy the land-
scape nor be hidden in the landscape. Rather it should
accentuate its character by a firm. vet sensitive align-
ment. In addition to the usual questions about proper
land-use relationship, the questions to be asked about
how the freeway relates to the landscape are somewhat
like these: Does it flow along the river smoothly,
hug the slope naturally, climb the hill in a convincing
way? Does it grasp the mountain firmly, jump the val-
ley decisively? Or does it, on the contrary. climb a
ridge needlessly, descend into a valley thoughtlessly.
violate a lake brutally, cut up the landscape violently?
Or is it simply trite?”

The weakest section of this otherwise excellent
book, in the opinion of this reviewer, is the one deal-
ing with preservation of our historical heritage. The
authors forcefully describe the pressing need for action
in this important area, but the solutions they present
in the form of laws or practices followed in various
communities, range from the possible to the dreadful,
Most existing ordinances lack comprehensive knowledge
of the very thing they set out to preserve, and very
few provide the tools or the money which is needed to
save a building or an area. The preservation movement
is a new one, and by their unimaginative handling of
it, the authors point out the need for still further study.

In all aspects of the planning process the authors
stress the need for design — a rarity in most of the
planning reports and studies which this reviewer has
seen. The need for the architect, the landscape architect
and the social scientist to have a greater part in the

over all planning process is amply demonstrated.
Statistics should be the basis for design. not the design
itself.

While they point out the need for certain controls
in the development of our landscape, they also stress
the need for design freedom. “Let us allow a very con-
siderable amount of freedom in design, even at the
risk of mistakes, in order to produce the sparks of
originality. the contrast and alternation that we have
noted as psychological necessities.”

The entire volume is readable. informative and
challenging. It shows by words and pictures what we
are, and it presents the various techniques and knowl-
edge which planners have accumulated and which can
be used to better the man-made environment. The
book should have the widest possible reading audience;
certainly it should be read by all city, county and
state officials who deal with the development and ex-
pansion of our human environment. It might also be
well to publish a slightly condensed, well illustrated
paper back version, to make the important contents
available to a larger lay audience.

The book is an education. And education, along
with imaginative planning can make the wishes of the
authors possible. “With education, most Americans
would no longer tolerate big, flashy automobiles
crowded on ugly highways seen against a background
of fields littered with their just discarded predecessors:
they would prefer modest and durable vehicles on ex-
pansive freeways with views of well-landscaped sur-
roundings. They would no longer tolerate cheap wood-
and-plasterboard boxes, destined to fall apart in thirty
years and create urban renewal problems of colossal
magnitude. And they would not regard with equanimity
the prospect of everyone on a half-acre lot with public
open space squeezed down to almost zero, preferring
the advantages of a variety of compact as well as low-
density settlement patterns. with plenty of open space
reserved for public use.” —John P. Conron

A MULTI-STORIED MOTEL for Albuquerque

Flatow. Moore. Bryan and Fairburn. Architects

PROJECT

The imitial plans for a nine-story motel
have just been fimished by Flatow, Moore,
Bryan and Fairburn, architects of Albuquer-
que, to be situated on a 5-acre tract on East
Central. The motel buildings will be related
to a larger 32-acre complex containing a
shopping center and other facilities. Con-
struction is expected to start late in 1963

In addition to its 210 quest rooms, the
motel will contain several restaurants and
bars, an Olympic-size swimming pool, and a
convention hall — the largest hall of its
type in the city. To be constructed by Ed-
ward Snow, the motel will be leased by Motels
Development, Inc., of Dayton, Ohio
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The Ranchos de Taos Church is in need of financial
assistance. The parishoners, faced with the perpetual mainten-
ance problems inherent in adobe construction. have decided to
protect the church with a coating of stucco. Until now the
church has been surfaced in the traditional way with adobe
mud plaster which contributes to the beautiful soft contours of
the edifice.

Hard cement plaster, altho it protects the surface from
erosion, destroys the flowing, organic quality which is the visual
delight of New Mexico’s Colonial buildings. The church is one
of the most famous and most photographed landmarks in the
Southwest. Built soon after 1776 by the Spanish settlers, the
church is one of our most important Colonial monuments.

It would seem most appropriate for the architects of New
Mexico to take the lead in its preservation. The value of this
particular church far outstretches the confines of the small
parish responsible for its maintenance. It has become apparent
in the past few years that the Archdiocese has been either unable
or unwilling to undertake the responsibility for the maintenance
of the valuable historical monument under its jurisdiction. A
void exists, which time and the ravages of weather refuse to
acknowledge.

At the moment, the Ranchos church is the one most in need
of immediate action. Donations are needed for the expensive
process of re-mudding the exterior. Once this immediate task
has been accomplished, a long range study of the possibilities
of adobe preservation must be undertaken. Some research has
been carried on in the areas of applied silicons. More effort
must be spent in this field so that the many adobe relics which
surround us in this vast New Mexico country can be retained for
the pleasure and education of future generations. Let the New
Mexico Chapter AIA, assume the responsibility for the task!

Donations for the Ranchos Church are earnestly and hastily
solicited. Please send them to the editor. NMA.

CONSERVATION

R ANOCHOS

D E

TAOS CHURCH

BUILDING the SOUTHWEST

SCHOOLS...RESIDENCES...
CHURCHES... COMMERCIAL
BUILDINGS... HIGHWAY
STRUCTURES

Only a few of the many
uses for pre-stressed concrete.

TALK TO YOUR

MARTIN MARIETTA REPRESENTATIVE

2800 SECOND ST. SW
ALBUQUERQUE, NEW MEXICO

A CONSTRUCTION
MATERIALS DIVISION OF

MARTIN
MARIETTA

SOUTHWEST DISTRICT
(FORMERLY AMERICAN MARIETTA)

NMA September - October '63

-



Famany

UPPLR  [NTRANCE

" FLOOR PLAN, UPPER LEVEL

FLOOR FPLAN, MIDDLE B LOWER LEVELS
o — e

3 O . o] o

MASTEM BEOROOM
W

e 0 pa
mtom o mi S

e e o A
=

A RESIDENCE ... . INROSWELL, NEW MEXICO

Structural: William D. L. Brown, P E
Contractor: C. O. Holloway, Jr.

Landscape: Carpenter Nursery & Garden
Center

Decorator: Bill Purdy, AID
Photographs: Ken Cobean

Architect:

Owner:

Hugh Rowland, A.L.A.
Dr. and Mrs. Howard L. Smith

One of the 13 projects selected by the New Mexico
Chapter of the AIA for the current New Mexico Archi-
tectural Exhibit, this home was designed to meet the
owner’s specific requirement for a facility wherein
a great volume of people could be entertained on an in-
formal basis. The upper level sitting room was re-
quested to accommodate those guests who desired to
get away from the milling of such entertainment. A
grand piano was planned for this sitting room and
the area serves as an intimate music group. The well
proportioned entrance was necessary to accommodate
the simultaneous coming and going of a large number
of guests.

The boys™ bedrooms are located so as to pru\‘i(lt'
cherished teenage privacy and are further buffeted
from the activity area by closets. The bedroom for the
baby daughter is located near that of the parents for
convenient supervision. The particular dressing room
arrangement, shown adjoining the master bedroom, af-
fords the doctor an opportunity to come and go at odd
hours with a minimum of disturbance to the sleeping
wife or household.

The kitchen was designed to serve an exterior din-
ing area as well as two interior areas. A further re-
quirement was that the kitchen not afford the usual
somewhat clinical appearance.
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NOTES ON READING

John Dixon, Architectural Design Preview U. S. A.
Reinhold Publishing Corp.. New York. 1962. §15.00.

“What are American architects designing in the
1960’s? That is the question that is explored in this
book through the analysis of 144 projects by 111 archi-
tects or firms. This examination of projects — work
still in the design stage as distinguished from finished
buildings — illustrate the way Americans are think-
ing today.”

Among the welter of projects are such buildings
as John Carl Warnecke's Hawaii State Capitol build.
ing, a mixed salad of ideas derived from Le Corbusier,
Edward Stone, Yamasaki and Wright; Edward Stone’s
neo-classic pile for the North Carolina Legislative
Building: a house at Palm Beach, Florida which is
simmered down Yamasaki; and a work by Kump As-
sociates which is a direct steal from Maybeck. As the
author points out, American architecture (and for that
matter world architecture) has taken a drastic turn in
the past six or seven years, a turn it should be noted
which has been and still is under severe attack, both
here and abroad. Aspects of it have been labeled the
new “Sensualism,” “Chaoticism,” the “Ballet School.”
and so forth. How valid are these criticisms, and what
are the essential ingredients which are coming to con-
stitute our present architectural scene? As this survey
of projected buildings illustrate there seem to be two
major trends developing. One of these could aptly be
called Neo-classicism. the other a new episode of Ex-
pressionism. As a fundamental component of both, is
a renewed rash of self-conscious eclecticism which
ranges not only into the far distant past and to far
distant lands, but feels no qualms about “borrowing”
in a most blatant (and usually trite meaningless fash-
ion) from our immediate 19th and early 20th century
past. The Neo-classic phase is characterized by sym-
metrical plans and facades, arches and arcades, high
porticos and/or completely peripteral buildings, while
the Expressionists have returned to the concept of the
“picturesque” silhouette — especially the roof forms —
.-,F the Queen Ann. The greatest rage among the Ex-
pressionists are high pitched hipped roofs. truncated
roofs, often with central skylights, etc.

It is self evident that both of these phases — Neo
Classicism and Expressionism — mark a decided de-
parture from the canons of the International Style.
The fact that they are a departure need not, of course,
condemn them. For among these projects (for example.
Edward L. Barnes’ Haystack School of Arts and Crafts
at Deer Island, Maine; Richard C. Peters and Charles
W. Moore’s Guest House at Sobre Vista, Calif.: or
Marquis and Stoller’s projected house, at Mill Valley,
Calif.) are a number of buildings which undoubtedly
are of real quality. The problem which the contem-
porary architectural scene faces (dramatically illus-
trated in this book) is to avoid the emptiness of the
fashion of the moment, the new and different for dif-
ferent sake. How can even the most gifted designer
produce a significant building when even a client for
a new church (Church of the Good Shepherd, Bellevue,
Wash., by Kirk, Wallace, McKinley and Associates) de-
mands that * . . . will attract a maximum of atten-
tion and the largest possible number of visitors?”

—David Gebhard
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NOTES ON READING

John D. Hoag Western Islamic Architecture; Nelson 1.
Wu, Chinese and Indian Architecture: Donald Robert-
son, Pre-Columbian Architecture; William Alex, Japa-
nese Architecture. The Great Ages of World Architec-
ture. George Braziller. New York. 1963, $4.95 each.

The publisher has issued 12 volumes in this series
to date. This present group of four volumes follows the
earlier format: each contains a short introductory essay
of around 25 to 40 pages accompanied by a few notes
and a selected bibliography. The major portion of each
book is devoted to half-tone and line cut illustrations.
The earlier volumes in the series were devoted to the
major historical phases of western European architec-
ture (the Gothic., Renaissance. Greek, etc.). and as
such they could assume a certain degree of passing
acquaintanceship on the part of the reader. On the
whole most of us approach these four non-European
epics of architecture with litile or no previous knowl-
edge; not only are we usually ignorant of the archi-
tectural tradition. but we usually know little about the
basic history of the non-European world, This, of
course, poses a major difficulty for the writers of these
volumes, for in essence they must assume that their
readers are completely unaware of the subject (with
perhaps the exception of the Japanese), and also that
we tend to approach the non-European with many set,
preconceived ideas,

With these difficulties in mind one must commend
the four authors, for on the whole they have performed
this task very well, Each of them has obviously sought
to tread the precarious path between that of a cataloger
of buildings, and that of a broad and often times
abstruse philosophical approach. The only one who has
a tendency to slip into the latter — the vague and in-
definable — is Nelson I. Wu (Chinese and Indian Ar-
chitecture), while Donald Robertson’s text (Pre-Colum-
bian Architecture) gravitates toward that of a catalog.
For the American or European reader. John D. Hoag's
Western Islamic Architecture and Nelson 1. Wu's Chi-
nese and Indian Architecture will unquestionably be
the most interesting, since these are two areas of ar-
chitecture with which most of us are unfamiliar. An
acquaintanceship with these non-European traditions of
architecture should provide the necessary background
so that we may continually examine and reappraise
our own contemporary world of design and that of our
American and European heritage.  —David Gebhard

A NEW MEXICO SKETCH—by John McHugh
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TO THE EDITORS

Editors, NMA

Dear Sirs:

The New Mexico Architect is one periodical that |
read completely when it arrives while most others are
set aside for weeks and months. The articles are re-
freshing, stimulating, significant. 1 am grateful that I
am on your mailing list.

Dorothy I. Cline,

University of New Mexico Government Dept.
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Published bi-monthly by the New Mexico Chapter, American Institute
of Architects, a non-profit organization, at 301-D Graceland Drive S.E.,
Albuquerque, New Mexico,

Editoriul correspondence: All corrcspondence should be addressed to
Bainbridge Bunting, 5021 Guadalupe T'rail, Albuquerque, New Mexico.
No responsibility will be assumed by the editor or publishing organ-
jzation for unsolicited contributions. Return postage should accom-
pany all unsolicited manuscripts.

a1

ts for information and other eor-

Advertising corresp : Req 0
addressed to M. Brittelle, Sr., 301-D

respondence should be
Graceland Drive 5. E.

Change of address: Notifications should be sent to N.M.A., 717 Can-
yon Road, Santa Fe, New Mexico, at lenst 46 days prior to effective
date. Please send both o'd and new addresses.

Subscription rates: single copy $.85: one year $2.00. Second class
postage paid at Roswell, New Mexico.

Editorinl Policy: Opinions expressed in all signed articles are those
of the author and do not necessarily represent the official position
of the New Mexico Chapter, A.LA.

INDEX OF ADVERTISERS

Albuguerque Blueprint Company _ id
Albuquerque Gravel Products Company
Albuquerque Testing Laboratory i
Atlas Building Products
Apache Lumber Co.
Blue Streak Reproductions
Blumeraft _ .
Broadway Lumber Co. __ >
Builder's Block & Stone Co., Inc.
Crego Block Co., Ine.
General Pomice Corporation
Gibson Lumber ..
Hanley Paint Mfg. Co., Ine. _
Hunter-Hayes Elevator Co.

Kinney Brick Company, Ine.

Martin Marietta Wl

Miller & Smith Mfg. Ce., Inc.
Monarch Tile Manufacturing, Inc.
New Mexico Marble Tile
New Mexico Pipe Trades Industry .
Office Interiors H o=
Edgar 0. Otto & Sons, Ine, . .
Perfection Truss Co. _
Portland Cement Association
Southern Union Gas Company
Southwest Vermiculite Co. .
Stryco Sales, Inc.
Ultra Marbles, Inec.
Wellborn Paint Mfg. Co.

MEMBER PUBLISHERS ARCHITECTURAL COMPON-
ENTS, 21 Official Publications of Components of The
American Institute of Architects in 30 key states.
National Advertising Representatives: Peter Bovis & Associates,
1180 Avenue of the Ameriens, New York 36, N. Y. Phone LT 1-1780
Branch offices at 505 Park Avenue, Detroit, Mich.: 740 Rush Street,
Chicago. Ill. 60611; 929 16th Street, Miami Beach, Fla.; 271 N.
Canon Drive, Beverly Hills, Calif.; Statler Office Building, Bos-
ton, Mass,
Area Representative, W. M. Brittelle, Sr., 301-D Graceland Drive S.E.,
Albuquerque, N. M. Tel, 255-T5660.

=
6

NMA September - October 63



,————————————————-—m

l NO. 8 folded plates | Prepared as a service to architects by Portland Cement Association

clip along dotted line

a.i.a. file: 4-a

Tremendous span and load-carrying abilities
characterize concrete shell roofs in the form
of folded plates—also known as F/P’s. In
industrial construction folded plates are
| being used more and more to provide great

areas of column-free space for manufacturing
i or storage.

The ability of folded plates to cantilever
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of schools, stores and hangars.

There are three basic types (two shown
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omy of F /P’s is increased with form re-usage.

Typical span data for V- and W-shaped
plates are shown in the tables below.
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Sufficient cantilever can help to counterbalance the span..
The wsual span-to-depth ratio varies from 1:10 to 1:15.
Example: If span is 40’ long, the vsual minimum depth is
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o = (1) values shown may vary with architectural design  (3) pounds per square foot of projected area
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