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IN AN UNDERGROUND SCHOOL•••......•..•....

T his pilot project for the atomic age is the
first known construction in America to double
as a public school and a fall-out shelter. It is
the Abo Elementary School and Fall-Out Shel­
ter in Artesia, New Mexico, which includes a
large use of Monarch Tile. It contains 33,835
sq uare feet , classrooms for 540 students, audi­
tori um, cafeteria, kitchen, service rooms and
faci lities for 2000 people in case of emergency.
Constructed by the Artesia School Board and
Civil Defense jointly, it contains many late
in novations contributing to flexibility for its
dual purposes, including integrated well,
power generator, radioactivity filter, food­
bedding storage, medical facilities and other
features. Technical and cost information are
availahle from Monarch on request.

Facto r)' Bran ches ill Five Ci ties

Showroom s and \\?arebou scs III 16 Ci ties

Member, Til e Council of 1\mcrica

ABOVE - Above groun d entra nce to the new underground
school and fallout shelter in Ar tesia, N ew Mexico.

BELO\V - One of a number of Monarch Tile installat ions in
the new underground school in Artesia.

MONARCH T ILE MANUFACTURING, INC., FACTORY AND GENERAL OFFICE, SAN ANGELO, TEXAS

Memb er, Tile Coun cil of America Factory Bran ches i ll Five Cities Show rooms and War ehouses in 16 Cities

New Mexico office : 414 Second St . S.W ., Albuquerque, N. M.



Conversations in Suntu Fe
with Lewis Mumford

no. 2

This is the second of four articles in the NMA
in which various characteristics and problems of Santa
Fe archit ecture and urban planning will be discussed
by and with Lewis Mumford. The fir st article con­
sidered the unique character and archit ectural challenge
of Santa Fe. The present conversat ion considers the
problem of a historic styl e ordinance for Santa Fe.
Subsequent issues of the magazine will conside r the
means of achieving architectural harmony in a chang­
ing community and plans to regulat e Santa Fe's pattern
of grow th.

The series grew out of a small supper and all

evening of informal discussion arranged by Mr. J. B.
Jackson and the staff of LA NDSCAPE magazin e at the
tim e of Mr . Mumford's visit to the city last April. A
tape recording followed the conversation and it form s
the basis of these texts. Occasional sentences have been
reworded for the sake of clarity and the order has
necessaril y been somewhat rearranged to allow a dioi­
sion of the single discussion into four shorter parts.
Edit orial work on these articles was done by Bain­
bridge Bunting.

The informality and spontaneity of the occasion
should be kept in mind as one reads these remarks.
Mr. Mumford and other parties quoted have seen the
revised account s and have very generously conceded
their app earance in print.

The editor-s of the NMA are extremely grateful
for this permission. It is, of course, a great honor for
a small regional publication to present the opinions
of a person of Lewis Mumford's stature. But even more,
the editors are conscious of the service they perform
in giving the architects and the archit ectural public of
New Mexico an opportunity to share in Mr. Mum­
ford 's views. These articles can 1I0t help but become
important points of reference in any future plan s and
discussions of eu' Mexico architectur e.

Mr . Solnit : My second question to you, Mr. Mum­
ford, concerns the Historic Sty le Ordi nan ce which has
been in force here in Santa Fe since 1959. Th is type of
thing I firs t met when I work ed in ell' Eng land. There
they a lso have a rich tradit ion of arch itecture. They
passed histori c zoning in Connecticut an d immed iately
peopl e said " . . . everybody in this distr ict sha ll
build in this style." Many of us felt it was quite wrong
to impose a style that had been developed in days
when materia ls were handled quite differentl y from
what they are today and when many materia l that
are avai lab le today were not then obtainable.

I wonder whether you would advocate confo rming
to a style here in San ta Fe, or would you allow free­
dom of expression in design?

Mr. Mumford : I am very glad you bring up th is
question. The question of histori c style is very interest­
ing. You have adobe construction here, as a native
materi al ; it has man y virtues and it has a certain con-

sistency in it. It also has one vir tue which I think is
insuffi cientl y appreciated. It 's imposs ible to combine
it with an excess of fenestrati on. Therefore, it has so
far saved you from some of the absurdities that fol­
lowers of Mies van der Rohe have perp etrated in the
name of domestic architecture, and I think that you
should be congra tulated upon that and the moral isn't
to be easily forgotten.

On the other hand, what is the New Mexican style?
You can' t stop life at anyone moment. You can' t stop
the development of ar chi tectur e at an yone mome nt.
There are man y things and man y resources that archi­
tects now have that the primitive adobe builders didn 't
have. You have real adobe construction here still, which
as I say, has man y admirable features, but you also
have a lot of fake adobe construc tion now being built
and I think that the attempt to perp etuate this tradi­
tional form by purely extern al means with out regard
to the fact that th actual cha racter of the building is
different is a dubi ous one.

There is no reason, for example, why there
sho uldn' t he considerable latitude in the development
of a regional architecture here. I'm sure the Indians
learned a grea t deal about the proper way to live in
thi cl ima te and it is pure brashnes on the part of
an arc hitect to ignore what they have learned. We
have a young professor at the niversity of California
who spent a littl e time inve tigatin g peasant archi­
tectu re in Indi a and he discovered that the educated
Ind ian arc hitect who has been to Pari s or to London
or to New York , who knows his Le Corbusier and Mies
van der Hohe, builds all-gla ss houses that nobody can
live in in the cl imate of Indi a, whereas the simple,
humble peasant has learn ed how to be comfortable and
to he well looked after in term s of his own climate and
his own dail y life.

There ar e man y variations with in the genera l pat­
tern established here which should be permitted, and
I would agree with you, it is very dan gerous to lay
down by ordinance a fixed style. That 's the way to kill
the development of arc hitecture.

Certain ly I would have preserved here in anta
Fe some of the buildi ngs of the midd le 19th Century
that have been destroye d. That was part of the history
of th is comm unity . You destr oy the memory of the
past if you ruthlessly wipe out all buildings of an
earl ier per iod in order to make the city look more uni­
form than any rea lly living community hould look.
So I would say that what some of you are thin king of
doing by an ordinance would much better be done by
the slower and some times embarassing mean of edu ­
cation. The architects who came here and designed a
flagran tly non-regional build ing, non-regional because
it ignored the peculiaritie of the climate and various
other aspec ts of the scene, should n' t be encouraged.
But neither sho uld people he comma nded by law to
pro duce fakes - mere superficial imitations of what
was done honestl y in the past.
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Mr. McHugh: Mr. lumford, thi s is a touchy sub­
ject and man y of us feel very strongly ab out it.

Mr. Mumjord: Th at 's my specia lty - touchy sub­
jects.

illr. McHugh: We ar e all , I think, pr obabl y in
agreement that we find anta Fe a charming pla ce and
that's why we live here. We don 't want to see it be­
come another Los Angeles. On the other hand, I feel
as do quite a few peopl e, that an ordinance which
would require us to build fake antiques is not good
for the city in the long run.

Mr. Meem : I think that the term "fake" ar chi ­
tecture - in fact some peopl e call it " bastard" ar chi­
tecture - is a misconcepti on. Thi s architecture is
unique becau se it goes back perhaps thousand s of yea rs.
The basic shapes are ones that were inherited by the

paniards and now by us. I feel that it has been a
natural , not a fake developm ent. When the Ameri cans
came here in 1848, they found ad obe buildings every­
where. Since ther e has always been the pr obl em of
how to maintain ad obe becau se of its vulnerability to
rain , these Yankees introdu ced stucco or hard lime
pla ster and buildings wer e pr eserved. Thi s did not
make them fake. As time has gone on other materi als
have been introdu ced, materi al s that are eas ier to
handle and light er in weight. Th ese have been used as
the core of the build ings rath er than adobe. You can
ca ll it fake to make these buildings look like adobe
if you wish to, but there ar e certa in elemental form s
connected with them that to me seem to tie the build­
ings into a tradition. One uses these form s symbolically
so to speak. For example instead of havin g a parapet
that is absolutely rigid and square such as concrete
blocks would demand, it is softened by cement on the
top and fini shed by hand. I regard thi s as a sym bol
and therefore legitimate.

I a lso feel very strong ly that ant a Fe has a pr ob­
lem of conserva tion, similar to the pr obl em that other
old cit ies in Ameri ca have had. Boston has it on Beacon'
Hill. If Beacon Hill wer e all owed to ex press an y ar chi­
tect's ideas of how Beacon Hill should look in the
20th Century rather than how it reall y did look, we
wouldn't have a Beacon Hill ; we would ha ve some­
thing very different. Th e same is tru e her e in Santa Fe.
I therefore think that it is absolutel y legitimate for
Santa Fe to have an Histori cal Zone in the center of
the city where the majority of the older buildings ar e.
In conserving the old buildings and in building new
ones, we should foll ow very closely the patterns that
have been set from time immemori al in thi s ar ea. It is
these pattern s which give our architecture its cha r­
acter and indi viduality and which make anta Fe. I
have therefore felt stro ngly and have backed the ordi­
nances which att empted to establish an Histori cal Zone
in Santa Fe. Furtherm ore I think it is legitimate, in­
side of those zones, for ar chit ects to submit to the
discipline of certa in forms although I admit that the
present histori c zone ordinance is pr obabl y too rigid
and infl exibl e.

We have man y types of archit ecture here that
should be recognized as belongin g to thi s ar ea. " 'e
have the original puebl o, which ha been tremend ously
modified by the Spanish occupation. Thi s constitutes
one type of ar chit ectu re - the pan ish Puebl o type.
Th en with the opening up of the anta Fe Trail , other
factors came into being which produ ced a type of
architecture similar to that of Mont erey. My feelin g

is that insid e of our histori c zone we should stay closely
in spir it to these, because there is a charm here, there
is something that is ver y unique that sho uld be pre·
served. There is a humanness in our individu al quality
her e, that is differ ent from an ything else in the world,
except perhaps in certa in parts of the Old World, like
North Africa . It 's a ra rit y in Ameri ca - a little enclave,
so to speak, of architecture of a very distin ctive type.

I regret having it called " fake" ar chitecture, be­
cause ar chitecture should be very flexibl e. And for the
sake of joy, of recoll ection, of familiarity, I think the
archit ect should be free to - sha ll we say, to violate
certa in material functional requirements. There ar e
man y great peri ods in ar chitecture where certain func­
tional requirements have been viola ted for the sake of
the spirit. It's part of the joy of ar chit ecture. 0 that
when you build a wall with a slight batter or enta is
in it, you somehow recall the ancient type from which
it derived thousand s of years back. I don't feel that
we are doing something that is wrong, something that
is reprehensibl e. I beli eve that the ar chitects of Santa
Fe should rall y ar ound the efforts to pr eser ve, even
beyond the histori c zone, something of the quality of

anta Fe. It is possible to produ ce delightful , com­
fortabl e buildings inside of thi s general pattern. And
o if it were discarded beca u e modern mat erials

used in the style makes the building a fake, I think it
would be a very grave misfortune.

I al so feel that the minute we all ow ar chit ects to
ex press themselves within the Histori c Zone in an y
way that they felt would be pr op er, that it would be
a misfortune, becau se ver y frequ entl y ar chit ects haven't
got foolproof-good-t aste, You can get some ver y bad
thin gs ; you can get buildings quite out of charac ter,
buildings that would destr oy certain qualities which ex­
ist in a sense that is unique. In other words, the effort
to conserve something that ha been inh erited legiti­
mately is, I think, a laudable thin g. Th is little city
which is unique in America, I th ink we have a special
duty to preser ve.

Mr. Mumford : Ha ven't we go t thr ee different
pr obl ems here? One is the preservati on of histori c
struc tures within the old core; the second ha s to do
with other buildings within the histori c core but built
for modern uses; and thirdly we have to remember
what goes on in Santa Fe outside the historic center.

Let's think fir st of the histori c core where you
have a number of traditional buildings, man y of them
very cha rming and cha rac ter istic, ome of them in need
of rehabilitati on, but essentia lly sound and full of the
old histor ic charac ter. They' re not all of one piece.
Every thing i to be said for pr eserving as much of
these as one possibly can, and takin g those that have
become decrepit and making them public charges, brin g.
ing them back into life again by making them useful.
Th is is an essentia l and valuable task. But what ar c you
going to do about Bishop Lamy's Cath edral ? That isn 't
adobe ; it is an entirely different kind of creation in­
tr odu ced at a ver y early stage as part of ant a Fe's
core. Never theless, it is a valid part of your tradition,
it recall s a phase of histor y that should not be for­
gotten.

econdly, there are more recent structures built
for modern needs and the new ones that ar e go ing to
be bui lt. There are gas statio ns (a nd you have some
hideous ones ) an d department stores and other kinds
of specia l sto res. I don 't quite sec how these can be done
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over into the traditiona l adobe sty le. Th ey can be mad e
inoffensiv e, they can be kept from shouting too loud
by zoning for height or even by passing on the fin ish
and colo r of the bui ldin gs. Hu ge glass front s might
he redu ced in size so that there would he mor e wall
and less window space . Buildings can be kept from
being offenses to the eye. But I do not see an y way,
without actua ll y ca ricaturi ng the ver y thing we wish to
pr eserve, of mak ing a new build ing conform to an oh­
.solcte pa ttern.

Here, it seems to me, it is a matt er of how to ca rry
your old traditions further . Thou gh there is room for.
great resp ect for the old tr adition - and thi s is thc
thin g I was emphas izing - perhaps the real ad obe con­
struc tion itself hould be pushed even further. It has
man y virtue and the architect ha s a great deal to
learn fr om the exper ience of the region. Th ere is
every reason why the New Mexico hou se sho uld look
different fr om a hou se in Conn ecticut or in California.
One of Illy young fr iend s, a young ar chi tect who used
to live in lew Mexico, even suggesled the design of
such a house. It was published , I think, in your Santa
Fe newspaper (and a similar proj ect in the illA,
May-J une 196 1) . It was a house in which the rooms
were rounded, a house turned in upon itself which
would need a minimum of windows with a maximum
sense of enclosure, light only wher e you needed it. I
suspect there ar e man y inn ovations still possible usin g
the adobe form of construct ion whi ch would come
clo ser to the climatic needs .

Fina lly , it would be a great misfortune if in the
em phasis on the pur el y histor ic core of Sa nta Fe you
forgo t what was happening at the ou tskirts. If you
forgot that ome of the main roads entering into Santa
Fe are absolu tel y hid eou in every aspect. Th ey ar e
typical of the ver y worst Ameri can practices from Buz­
zards Bay, Ia ss., to the Bay rea in Californ ia . One
of the thin gs that mak es Old Santa Fe so cha rming is
that the stree t network is composed largel y of narrow
streets with on ly an occasiona l op ening. It is built for
the pedes tr ian and on a pedes tr ian scale. T his point
you must rememb er buth in pr eserving the old city
and in laying out the new.

To be continued ,

Mr. Architect ....
let us show you why a large percent of Building
owners.in New Mexico, rely upon us for dependable
Vertical Transportation
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THE NEED FOR

..JOINT RULES OF PRACTICE

BETWEEN ARCHITECTS AND

ENGINEERS IN NEW MEXICO

tronic, mining or petroleum, to set himself up as qual i­
fied to produce building designs and specifications be­
cause the Engineering Reg istrat ion Act makes no dis­
tinc tions within the fields of engineering.

In order to prevent the passage of th is change of
ordinance proposed by the ci ty attorney, legal council
was obta ined, and eventually the proposal was defeated.

- Don P. Schlege l

FOR FULL DETAILS AT NO OBLIGATION
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carp et ing, furn iture, pict ures and

inci den tals fr om Off ice Interiors! All

New Mexico ! Write for complete

FREE list of ou r l ines!

In order to reach an agreement, the two profes­
sions appointed committees to work jointl y to define
the sphere of practice of each profession. Two proposals
have thus for been put forward, but no act ion has been
taken. I t is expected, however, that the New Mexico
chapter, A lA will consider and reach agreement on the
mat ter at its annual meet ing in January.

Al though some diversity of opinion exists on the
subject of the pract ices of architecture and engineer­
ing, both professions agree that a solution to the sat is­
faction of both groups must be found. There is basic
agreement tha t the two professions are distinct and
that some engineers (chemical, for example), are not
qual ified to prepare build ing plans.

Nothing wos done about the above infraction unt il
a build ing permi t was denied by the Albuquerque Build­
ing Inspector on the ground that an engineer was not
quali fied to handle pure architectura l matters. When
this happened, pressure was brought to bear on ci ty
officials to reverse the Building Inspector's stand. The
Ci ty A ttorney decided that since th is was a f ight be­
tween engineers and arch itects, the ci ty should not
become involved. He did, however, propose changing the
City Ordinance, Sec t ion 214 of the Building Code, to
read, Drawings and specifications shall be prepared by
a registered architect or a registered engineer. Thi s
wording eliminated the earlie r phrase in accordance
with State laws. Such a move would have removed the
ci ty from the role of protec ting the public and have
placed the responsibil it y of policing the professions on
the boards of registrat ions of the two professions - a
role that is untenable under existing modes of opera­
t ion of these boards. Most arch itects, on the other hand,
felt that the city Building Inspector was well qual ified
to decide what is architecture and what engineering .

W ithi n the last few months the laws governing
the practice of both archi tecture and engineering hove
been seriously challeng ed. The basis of this action cen­
ters on the fact that neither law clearly states just
what the practices of arch itecture and engineering are.
The two appear to be separate laws and yet they
seem to overlap. The situation is further confused by
the fact that In 1938 the Attorney General of New
Mexico ruled that the professions of arch itecture and
engineering were one and the same. Despite the fact
that legislat ion covering both professions has since
been rewritten, th is 1938 opinion is sometimes cited by
persons wishing to inte rpret either law for their par­
ticul ar advantage.

The above proposed change of the Ordinance would
have permitted any registered engineer, whether elec-

Recently in the city of Albuquerque several cases
have orisen where registered engineers have stamped
the pions of large apartment projects which clearly
fall within the area of arch itecture. The par ties doing
this were informed by letters that their act ions were
illegal according to the regulat ions of both professions.
Sect ion 3 of the New Mexico Engineering Act states:
Such practice includes the performance of architectural
work incidental to the practice of engineering. The
New Mexico Arch itectural Law, Section 67 - 12 - 1,
speci f ies that as the purpose of the profession is, to
safeguard life, health , property and to promote public
welfare any person practicing architecture in this state
shall be required to submit evidence that he or she is
qualified to practice.
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ANNUAL ELECTIONS

FOR OVER A QUARTER

OF A CENTURY At the recent dinner meeting of the New Mexico
Cha pter, AIA, off icers wer e elec ted for the coming
yea r :

President John W. McHugh
Vice-President John B. Reed
Secreta ry __. . Don Schlegel
Treasurer __ . . .John J. Heimerich
Di rector . .__W. Kern Smith
Director __.__ ._.. . . . . . .Max Flotow

Th e Santa Fe Sec tion elected its office rs at a
lun cheon meeting in early Decemb er.

Cha irman .John P. Conron
Secretary-Treasurer Allen L. McNoun
Director Kenneth S. Clark

Th e major part of the busin ess meetin g was taken
up with a discussion of the need for joint rules and
practice between architects and enginee rs . See the article
on pa ge 8 by Don P. Schlege l.

The Southe rn and the Albuquerque Sec tions have
not yet announced their new offi cers .

HANL~Y'S ARCHITECTURAL SCHOLARSHIPS

Fine

AMBASSADOR

SUNFOE

HANLEY PAINT MFG. CO. , INC.

Climate Designed

for the Southwest

According to J ohn Heim erich , Cha ir man of the
Department of Ar chitecture, U 1M, that department has
been the happ y rec ipient of two scho lars hips for archi­
tectural students during the pa st few months.

Th e Sandia Sav ings and Loan Associati on ha s
established a $2,000 annual scho lars hip to be awarded
a fourth year a rch itec tura l student. Selec tion will be
on the basis of the best solution to a specified design"
problem .

Th e ew Mexico Concr ete Produ cts Association
has se t up a 1,200 trust fund , the in ter est fr om whi ch
will be used as a tuition scho la rship for the winner of
a second yea r design compe tit ion.

Th ese new scho larships sup plement six other
yea rly awards to NM architectu ral students. Th e Kin­
ney Brick Company gives $500 toward two tuition
scholarships; Th e New Mexico Home Bui lder s offer
a $250 com petition priz e; the State AlA don ates $150
tuition award . Fina lly three $50 prizes are mad e avail­
abl e to UN M stude nts by Davi s Bro thers Co. of AI­
huquerque, the Tile Coun ci l of Ameri ca and the II·
luminating Engin eer s Society .

Such gene ro us scholarship sup po rt, although new
to the NM, is enco untered frequ ently in other parts
of the cou ntry . Th e Monarch Tile Mfg., Inc. of Sa n
Angelo, Texas, for examp le, recently announ ced the
awa rd of two annua l scho la rships give n to students
enro lle d in one of the five schoo l of arch itecture in
Texas.

ALB UQUERQ UE
NEW MEXICO

Ph. 265-1524

PAINT
Products

EL PASO, TEXAS
Ph . KE 2-6921

SK 5-9821
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MeA Honored

THE NEW MEXICO ARCHITECT was honored at
the recent conference of A lA chapter and regional
publication editors held at the Octagon in Washing ton,
D. C. It received one of six MERIT awards. One award
of EXCEPT IONAL MERIT was presented which went
to OMNIART, the deserving publication of the San
Diego, Cali fornia Chapter. The NMA is pleased to an­
nounce that its neighbor, the ARIZONA ARCHITECT,
a lso received an award of MERIT. The NMA cita tion
reads:

"The American Institu te of Architec ts cites with
merit NEW MEXICO ARCHITECT, published by the
New Mexico Chapter, Al A. In the opinion of the Award
Jury, NEW MEX ICO ARCHITECT displays except ional
editorial concern with the historic architecture of the
Southwest and it s preservation, thereby rendering an
outstanding service to its readers and to the public."

Publicat ions Award Jury : Chloethiel Smith, FA IA;
Thomas Creighton, FIA I, Ralph Patterson.

Twenty-thircL ((8 0 M"

When asked to submit a poper on M ies von der Rohe, Uni­
versnty of Cal ifornia arch itectural s udent Robert Higg inbotham
submitted the psalm below and received a high grade.

This delightfu l footnote is reprinted from the Progressive
Archit ecture News Report, September issue, wit h the generous
permission of its editor .

" M ies is m y she pherd ; J shall not ioant,

" lie maketl: m e to li e dot on ill glass boxes ;
" He leadeth m e besides sterile buildings.
" He restoreth m y SOli I ;
" He leadeth me thr ougli th e universal

spaces fo r his nam e's sake.
")' ea, th ough J icalk through th e vall ey of the

shadow of Wright, J will fear no ev il;
fur th ou are toitl: me ; th y marble anti Ihy

bronze they coni[ort m e ;
" Thall prepares! a table before m e in th e

presence of eve rybody,
" Tha ll ann oin est m y head icitli m odeules ;

m )' detail runneth over.
" urely John son and Bun slia]t shall [olloui me

all the days uf m y life, and J will dwell ill
the hou se of Seagram forever."

What's the
best method for
cooling and heating?
the modern answer is

gc:~o" homeowners
and businessmen insisting on gas for
air conditioning and heating?
Three reasons: performance, economy
and the big, new selection of brands
and sizes in cooling and heating units.
Because of its growing popularity, gas­
fired equipment is produced today by
more manufacturers than ever before.
They range from small residential units
to large industrial systems.
Take a close look at these efficient, new
gas-fired systems. See how their com­
pactness, flexibility - and availability
in many sizes - can help you. For full
information, contact

SOUTHERN 6UNION

GAS
COMP NY

N M A Jan uar y · F ebr uar y , '63 11



FOR YOUR PROTECTION. • •

G,

look for this sign of

QUALITY

PLUMBI
HEATI G

OES

~..\,.~
I- 0

C
III en
A. -4- ..,
A. -<
New Mexico

The Sign of
Quality ]iVork
Performed by
Qualified M en

and COOLI G

FLEETWOOD SERIES 1000
~r1WJOOil~WJOO ~r1ilIDil~@ ~il~[ID®~~
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amper-proof automatic spring adion lock.
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CUSTOM DESIGNS AND SIZES

Designed and engineered for New Mexico climate.

1. Vent interlocks at both meeting rail and frame with com­
bination vinyl and pile weather-stripping at perimeter of
vents.

ailing fin extra wide at verticals for fast , easy, weather­
ght installation, provides extra width when desired to
stall dry-wall back of frame .

perating sash with continuous pull rail and rap-around
azing channel, easily removable for cleaning.===~ ffi
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Smith and Williams, Architects, Consultants

Photographs by Jean Rodgers Oliver

A t w enty ye a r de velopm ent plan pr epa r ed by :

Mexico

Capitol

New

NewA

Architects Associated
John P. Conron, partner-in-charge

David de R. Lent

Robert Plett enberg

Phillippe Register

for

I\ew Mex ico. like so many othe r sta tes, has out­
g ro wn her ex isting capito l buildings, Altho ugh addi­
tiuns to the uld sta te administra tive complex wer e ma de
as recentl y as 1950, ther e exists tod ay a ser ious short­
age of office spaces. Severa l govern mental offices are
housed in ren ted bui ldings, the legislative chambers
and committee rooms are tota ll y inadequ ate for pr esent
needs, fili ng spacc is at a pr em ium and several state
offi ces are restra ined from conversion to sys tems of
more effic ient mechan ical bookkeeping by lack of fr ee
floor areas required by the large ma chines.

Faced with thi s need for additiona l office space
now as well as the certa inty of substantia l g ro wth in
the near future, former Governor Edwin Mechem wisel y
realized the need for a thor ough -goin g inves tigation
of needs and planning possibilities befor e plungin g in­
to a piece-meal bui lding program. This was a sagac ious
decision on the Governor 's part and one for whi ch New
Mexico may well be thankfu l in coming decad es.

The fir st move of Gov. Mechem and the Ca pitol
Buildings and Improment Commission (c. B. I. C.)
was to secure the' se rvices of Criffenhagen-Kr oeger , lnc.,
co nsultants in public administration and finance, to
study the require ments of the va r ious sta te off ices and
to project their growth in personn el an d space require.
ment s for the next twent y yea rs. Th e results of thi s
inqu ir y indicated the intera ct ion and locati un of the
va rious dep art ments and agencies as well as the amo unt
of floor area that would be needed for ex pansion.

With thi s rep ort in hand the Governor and the
C. B. I. C. turned to Ar chi tects Assoc iated of Sa nta Fc
to develop a master plan for the state bui ld ings for the
co ming twenty yea rs. Architects Associated is a
collaborative of three ind ep end ent Santa Fe arehitec­
tural firm s: Robert Pl eu enber g, Phillippe Regi ster , and
J ohn Conro n· David Lent. Th e associa tion of these
firm s was conce ived in order to bring to the solution
of the problem a br oad ba se of backgrounds and
ta lent s with the ultimate objec tive of providing a scheme
which recogniz es the unique architectural heritage of

an ta Fe and lew Mexico as a whole.
The fir st problem to be faced hy Ar chitects

Associated was a big one - whether to retain and ex-

pand the present ca pito l s ite ur to move to a comple tely
new locati on . Two potenti al sites figured prominently
in their deliberations. One was a 200 acr e pl ot on the
hill ab ove an ta Fe once occupied by Fort Marcy.
Th e othe r was a fla t 34. acre area un the south side of
thc city where the state penin teutiary once stood.

Thr ee factor s in particu lar indicat ed the decision
to retai n the present locat ion. One was the re pla cement
cost on a new site of severa l perfectly serviceable bu il d.
ings. A seco nd was the improbabili ty of rea lrzinsr sub­
stantia l sums from the sale of the pr esent state gr~unds
and bui ld ings. Th e thi rd factor concerne d the impor t.
ance of co ntinuing the int egral rel ati on of sta te offices
with the commerc ia l heart of anta Fe ab out the old
Plaza . Th e remova l of go vern menta l offices to eithe r
the Fort Marcy or old penit entiary g ro unds would in­
sure the gro wth of a new busin ess distri ct in cl ose
proximity to the new site. A sma ll ci ty lik e Santa Fe
canno t support two maj or busin ess centers . The pr esent
pr oximi ty of govern menta l offi ces to the stores and
restaurant s uf the Plaza are convenient for state ern­
ployees, busin ess men and tourists alike. Archi­
tects Associated recomm end ed not onIy the retention of
this work ing rel ati on of the two areas but the stre ng th.
ening of it by developing att rac tive walkways to tie
togeth er the Plaza and capi tol sect ions.

Th e decision to reta in and ex pa nd the ca pitol 10'
cation was a lso recommend ed by the firm of Harmon,
O'D onn ell. Henninger and Associates, professiona l plan.
ner s who prepared the co mprehens ive plan for the
city of Santa Fe, by the tate Planning Offi ce and
applauded by c ivic and busin ess leaders in Santa Fe.
Th e wisdom of the decision is fur ther born out by the
recent ex pe r ience of the sta te of New York whi ch in
the lat e 110'5 started to move part of its govern mental
departmen ts to a new site three mil es di stant fr om the
ca pito l g ro unds. But in 1962, a fte r the construc tion
of so me ten buildings, it is now recomm ended that
the sta te g ive up the new campus and once again con­
so lidate all offices in the neighborhood of the old
Ca pitol.

This initial recomm end ati on of the Ar chitects As·
soc iated was acce pted in Ma y, 1962 by Gov. Mechem
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and the C. B. I. e. who instructed the A. A. to proceed
with a detailed study of site and space needs of th e
capitol for the next twent y year period. Utilizing the
detailed forecasts of the Griffenhagen - Kroeger report ,
this stud y was carried through in the summer of ] 962
and was presented to the e.B.I.e. on Novemb er fif­
teenth. The model here illustrated was constructed at
that time and the final report, was issued as a hard­
bound bro chure in early January.

Before summarizing the salient cha rac ter istics of
the Architects Associated 's master-pian, it should be
stated emphatica lly that the plan does 1101 att empt the
design of specific buildings. All they were asked to do
and all they att empt is to study site and space needs and
indi cate a basic approach to the spatial charac ter of
the cap itol complex. Th e concepts and sugges tions they
propose ma y be summarized und er four main headings:
vested resp onsibility for the ca pitol's improvement ,
overa ll site conside ra tions, the spatia l character of the
capito l complex and cer tain recomm endations concern­
ing the ar chitectural cha racter of the complex .

As to the autho r ity for the long-range ca pitol im­
provement pr ogram, the Architects Associat ed pr op ose
that resp onsibility and overa ll guidance be vested in a
stro nger Capitol Buildings Improvement Commission
appointed by the Govern or. Terms of offi ce should be
stagge red so that members and ther efore policies do not
change with each new administration . Legislation to
create such a commission is to be present ed at the 1963
legislative session .

To assist the Commission in carry ing out the pro­
posed capitol plan, the employ ment of a supervising or
advi sing ar chitect is stro ng ly recomm ended. Thi s ar­
chitect should be a firm or indi vidual currently in prac­
tice in lew Mexico and familiar with the abilities of
the state's practicing architects.

The C. B. I. C. would he resp onsible for the se­
lection of archit ects for each new building proj ect.
Th e supervising architect as a staff arm of the commis­
sion would be ca lled up on to see that the designs for
each new building were coo rdinated with the master
plan. It would also be his respo nsibility peri odi call y
to review the overa ll plan to reconunend rev isions as
chang ing times and conditions might warrant.

Ar chitects Associated considered the possibil ­
ity of establish ing legal contro ls and standards to gov-

ern land coverage, building height s and the architectur­
al style or cha rac ter. Th ey decid ed, however , that it
would be bett er to allow a sensitive Commission and
its ad visor y ar chit ect to interpret the basic plan in the
Iight of changing conditions and events. Th e Architects
Associated realize that they cannot hope to for see all
the for ces or problems which will pr esent themselves
as each new building project unfolds. So that whil e the
gro up feels strongl y that a consistency of design must
prevail through the entire expansion program and be­
yond. it must not hinder or stifle the search for the
best ar chitectural solution to each proj ect by statutory
restrictions.

There is of course dan ger that each new ar chitect
will endeavo r to cre ate a " new ar chitecture" with each
new building. On the other hand, it should be pointed
out that even the most restricti ve of architectural con­
trols cannot insure goo d or even capable design.

A Capitol Buildings Imp rovement Commission
without benefit of restr ictive contro ls but ad vised by its
supervising ar chitect takes up on itself a diffi cult task.
It must see that each new building fits int o th e spir it
of the co mplex and contr ibutes to a coherent whol e.

lti mately the burden of responsibility must fall
squa rely upon this living, thinking commission rather
than upon an inanimate law.

A second gro up of recomm endations conce rn the
site. The State will hav e to acquire additional property
in the ar ea of the pr esent Capitol to the extent of 12
acres. Th e new plan requires 35 acres wher eas present
holdings amount to about 13 acre s.

Th e boundaries of the capitol complex should be
apparent but the planners reject the super-block ap ­
proach with gove rn ment buildings set off from the rest
of the city by maj or art eri es. Th e Architects Associated
rea lize the charac ter of adjacent ar eas will hav e a de­
finite influence and they are therefore concerne d ab out
the cha rac ter of these neighb orh oods. Th e planner s
sugges t mean s of preserv ing the resid ential zone to th e
south by scree ning it from through traffi c that will be
routed along lanhattan Stree t.

In keeping with the idea of avo iding supe r-blocks,
the decision was reached to retain Don Gaspar Street.
It was felt that this stree t was essentia l for the fl ow
of tra ffic into the centra l Plaza ar ea from the southern
part of the city, and a stree t passin g through the cap ito l
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campus would allow access to additional parking ar eas
and enable visitors to driv e through the capitol grounds.
A deliberate attempt must be made, however, to avoid
the feeling of a main traffic way bisectin g the campus.
Thi s defect could be avoided by doing awa y with the
usual asphalt pavement and curbing which mak e the
sharp distin ction between the street and its bordering
sidewalks and lawns . Instead , the entire ar ea between
buildings fronting on this "s treet" might be paved with
a vari ety of materials like bri ck, cobblestone and varied­
textured concrete arranged in a pattern of panels.
Traffic lan es could be defined by panels of planting
or textured materi al s or by bollards. By changing the
texture and feel and sound of the contact between aut o­
mobile tir es and pavement , the driv er could be reminded
to pro ceed with due caution and attention. And the
varied colors and textures of the panels of thi s pave­
ment could also relate to the wall s of the buildings
or the planting.

Maximum use would be made of the Santa Fe
river. As the river passes the capi tol, it shou ld become
an intergr al part of the overa ll land scap e plan. Th e
State Park Commi ssion and the city of Santa Fe must
cooperate with the C. B. I. C. to create a park alon g
the river. The land scap ed embankment, which is effec­
tive furth er up the river (to the east), should be pr o­
longed downstr eam at least as far west as the pr o­
posed new highway cross ing at Jeffer son Stree t. Th e
Arcihtects Associated recommend the construc tion of
low dams al ong the ri ver to retain the small amounts
of water that flow during the dr y seasons.

Lastl y the planners counsel deliberate efforts to
bind together the thr ee principle nucl ei of downtown
Santa Fe: the main Plaza business ar ea, the Federal
buildings to the north and the state Capi tol complex
three blocks to the south. Pl ant ed walkways and port als
ar e two of the means sugges ted to achieve this.

The plan pr op osed by Architects Associat ed is de­
lib eratel y compact and pedestrian in feelin g. Developed
about a series of large and small cour ts and patios,
there is extensive use of screening wall s and portal ­
covere d walks. Th e land about the buildings and the
land enclose d by the buildings must have the same com­
pleteness of design as the actual buildings themselves.
The visitor will be led thr ough a sequence of spaces of
contrasting size and character and these will be care­
full y planted and animated by fountains. TIllis the care-

ful and intensive development of the spaces about the
capitol will form a contrast to the vast expanses that
lie beyond the limits of the city. Th e ca pitol ar ea will
become a kind of hospitable oas is.

The planting here sho uld reflect the varied flora
of New Mexico. Aspen and pine of the high sierra
ar eas can be used in lar ger courts ; the fruit orchards
of the Spanish villages recalled''in others. Within walled
patios the plants can augment the sense of refr eshment.
Th e stark austerity of the desert can be used as a foil to
the stro ng "Mesa wall s" of some of the buildings.

Benches, signs, tra sh receptacles, teleph one booth s,
construction for illumination and simila r items of "o ut­
door furniture" will appea r thr oughout the ar ea. [u rn ­
erous and conspicuous, these important elements can
be used to identify the capitol grounds and to express
the atmo sph ere of Santa Fe. When one considers how
man y other wise fine developm ents have fail ed their
visual potent ial because of ordinary, standard furni­
tur e. he will reali ze that it is imp erative that all such
be "des igned" rather than merel y picked from a handy
catalog.

Th e C. B. I. C. must take a strong stand and in­
sist that all utiliti es in the ar ea be pla ced und erground.
Outdoor lighting is another area which must be care­
full y considered. Lighting can be varied and appro­
priat e to the object or area to be illuminated.

Although the capitol -cam pus must be accessibl e
and invitin g to all citizens, it must also pr ovide enough
pri vacy and qui et and good working conditions for its
staff. Thi s calls for subtle planning to pro vide separate
traffic pattern s for the two groups. Thi s is particularly
tru e in the Legislative building where a difference in
levels is indicated as a means of keepin g legislators
and public observers separa te.

The Arc hitects Assoc iated also felt that care should
be taken that the capitol grounds of the future do not
become desert ed as soon as work hour s are over.
Tourists and visitors now coming upon the capitol
zrounds on week-ends or on a weekda y evening find
~ desert ed multi-million dollar wasteland. Continuity of
activities "after five" might be assured by locating res­
taurant s in the area . Thi s would not only benefit the
state office work ers during the day, it would attract
the evening visitor with the ir park-l ike enviro nment.
These establishments could take form, depending on
their locati on, of terrace dining, a sidewalk cafe, or a
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patio restaurant. Such features would ce r ta in ly add to
the total design. In addition the cra ft and art sho p de ­
vel opment a lo ng De Varg as tr eet co uld also help to
animate th e neighhorhood after off ice hours.

The ca p ito l is the sea t and working cente r of gov ­
ern me nt j it is al so the image of govern me nt. As such
it mu st he imposing and it mu st g ive th e feeling of
aceessihility to its citizens and it sho uld ex press th e
nature and hi st ory of the area itself. The cap ito l plan
and its architectural co nce pt that the Architect s Asso­
cia ted ha s evolved sho w the results of a ca ref ul anal ­
ysis of Sa nta Fe and the sta te as a whol e. 1 ell' Mexi co
is unique in its mingling of cult ures - Indian , S pan­
ish Colo nia l and Yankee. And yet the state stands
square ly in th e middle of the At omic Age. The build­
ings o f our sta te ca pito l mu st ex press thi s co mp lex yet
harmoni ou s ju xtapositi on of cu lt ures. This was the
go a l of the Arch itects Associa ted, not the c rea tion of
j ust ano ther sta te ca pi to l huild ing.

Thc buildings to be used in the area are of two
typ es : the " Mesa wall " an d an extent ion of th e " Ter­
r ito rial." Th e " Mesa wa ll" - strong, massive, with
fl owing surfaces suggests the Ind ian civ iliza tion as at
P uebl o Bonito as well a someth ing of th e erod ing
mesa th at are so characteristic of Ne w Mexico. T he
second co nce pt. the "Territor ia l," derives from ea rly
Ang lo days in New Mexico. T he pa nish trad ition is
recalled by th e close-kni t, pa tio co ncept of planning
ra ther th a n by the introdu ction of another sty le of ar­
ch itec tu re . But it shou ld he remem be red th at th e A r ­
chi tec ts ssociated is ca ll ing for an extension of th ese
traditional a rchi tec tures - not mer el y thei r im itation.
Th e ne w buildings eve n th ough embodying sy m pa the tic
ec hoes of the past mus t still be lo ng clea rly to th e pres­
cnt.

The " Mesa wall" for ms were evo lve d to allow ar­
ch itec ts to ac hieve the adde d large loft buildings with
vas t, free fl oor a re as and ther efore increase the like­
lihood of their usefulness in the future. These g reat
walls can assist buildings to turn their ba ck s on noi sy
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streets or monoton ous pa rkin g lots and the)' a llo w for
a full usc of roofs of the bui ldings. The " Te rr itor ia l"
concept is more formal and is br oken by frequ ent win­
dows. The sty le can be used for the taller , more con­
ventional bui ldings. Furtherm ore numer ous " Te rr i­
torial " portals will traverse the complex and tie the
var ious buildings togeth er. Th e use of th is Territor ial
man ner was in part dicta ted by the style of the four
existing bui ld ings that ar c being retain ed, but it will
also form a striking contras t to the low-lying " Mesa
wall" designs.

Th e fine arts must be an integral part of the ar­
chitecture and landscaping. Sculpture, murals and
mosai c should be woven into the basic form of the
campus. A var iety of archit ectura l, landsca pe and ar­
tistic focal poin ts must be used so that the complex
will be visua lly enticing and avoid the monoton y of
ster ile institutiona l appea ra nce.

As to actual bui ldings, the Arch itects Assoc iated
reco mmend the retention of four principle buildings of
the present state capito l : the present exec utive wing,
Ann ex # 2. the former land office bui lding and the
Supreme Court bui lding. The old Capitol of 1900 date
wou ld be demolished as would Ann ex #1 and the Health
and Welfare bui ldings. The pla nners establish the order
of prior ity for new construction, sta rting with a new
Executive bui ld ing and then the Sta te Library. They ar e
specific and pract ica l a lso in their sugges tions of where
age ncies will be hou sed pending the construc tion of
their proj ected quarters. As one read s their rep ort , he
hegin s to realize that despite their imagina tive so lu­
tions and fresh insight s, Architects Associa ted hav e pr o­
duced no flim sy castle in the air. This capito l improve­
ment plan is based upon thorou gh investiga tion and
care ful ana lvsis. And it deserv es in turn the att en tion
and support 'of every architect in New Iexico. - B. B.
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It's easy when you install an air conditioning system. Simply
buy the major components from different manufacturers-refrigera·
tion equipment here, coo ling and heating coils there and fans
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JEL T ORREO ~ S o c o r r o , New M exico

a cas e investigated by Bartlett Gilbert and C har les Quinlan

T od ay's a rc hitec t must design buildings with a
maximum of flexibility. Eve n in designing h ou ses,
cha nges in eco no m ic and social co nd it ions a long with
va ry ing famil y requirem ents necessitat e different h ou s­
ing so lu tions fr om one ge nerat ion to ano the r. This fac t
is illust rat ed with HEI Torreon ," 255 Park Street in

oco rro, ell' Mexico. The hom e, now uniquel y di-
vide d int o a n a par tme nt, ex h ib its a pp roxima te ly one
hundred yea rs of adjustment to chang ing living reo
quirem ents in th e So uthwes t.

HEI Torreon" a t one tim e had severa l large rooms
a nd hou sed a si ng le famil y ; today, however, th ere are
severa l fam il ies livi ng in th e bui ldi ng. The major ity
of th ese rooms have undergon e modifica t ions to con­
ver t th em into a partme nts . Hallwa ys were no t used in
hom es o f thi s per iod ; co nse q uently, th e room s we re
merel y co nnec ted to one a no ther by doors. " 'hen th e
bu ild ing was converted int o an apartment, th e doors
through thick adobe walls were b loc ked up and used
as pa ntr ie or closets . This lack of halls enabled th e
owner to co nvert th e bui lding with a lmost no loss of
usab le floor space,

The man y architectu ral sty les co mb ine d in this
hou se arc str ik ing even to the most cas ual ob server.
The S pa nish Co lo nia l portal, Territorial doors and win­
dows, and th e el ip tica l po rc h a rc hes o f th e Spanish
Mission Hevival sty le are th e most not able features
visib le . till othe r sty les are see n in the interi or trim.
This overlay of featu res and sequence of modifi cati on s
is th e most inte resting aspect o f th e bu il ding.

Th e huilding is sha pe d in th e form of a "U" with
a pl easant co urtya rd in th e ce n te r. The centra l fil e of
rooms has a charming portal with rou gh beam su p ­
po r ted by hand -hewn co lumns an d bracke ts which have
a symmetr ica l arra ngement. A second series of rooms
has been adde d parallel and adjacent to th e cen tra l
fi le of rooms ; th i is th e on ly p lace whe re th e build­
ing is mo re than a single r oom wide . Two wi ngs project
from th e ce n tra l file towa rd th e east. These two wi ngs
terminate with low tower-like ends whi ch g ive th e
hom e sy mmetry and an overall ha r mon y sel do m found
in a building co ns truc ted over a lon g period of time,

The ma in period s of co ns tr uc tio n can be recon­
st ruc ted by refere nce to ea rly fire insura nce maps and

Phctogr-apha of g J Torreon in 1899, 1903 and 1962. T he two old
photosrran hs courtesy of Mrs. E laie Le hew present ow ner of the
p roperty.

ph otographs. These maps fr om Sanbo rn and Comp any
are dat ed 1893, 1898 and 191 3. 1 Phot ographs, dated
1899 an d 1 90i~ taken b y Mr. mith , one time ow ner of
the hou se and Socor ro's only prof ession al phot ographer
a t that time, a lso subs tantia te th ese maps. The central
portion of th e building mu st cer tain ly be th e o ldes t
part of th e hou se and m ight well dat e as ea rly as 182 0.
Th e two wings a nd th e portal see m to have been adde d
so me time bef or e 1893. The add itio n of the north upsidal
termination ca me in 1898 or 1899 while th e so uth
a pse was added between 1899 and 19()"1. The next phase
of construction was a serie of rooms adde d to the
wes t s ide of th e cen tra l bloc k hy 191 3. The final phase
was th e addi tion of a series of sma ll rooms a long the
south wa ll of th e south wing.

The central po rtion of the bui ld ing is primar ily
S panish Co lo nia l in origin, th e sty le sti ll popular in
th e outhwest du ring th e fi rst tw o-thirds of th e 19th
cen tury. Both wings a re tr immed in Ter r itorial wood­
wor k which was prominen t afte r the Civ il ar. The
apsida l en ds do no t bel ong to a particu lar sty le of a r­
chitec ture but reminds one of o ld pu nish torreones (de ­
fense tower s ). The nex t major ph ase, rooms 6 throu gh
13, is pan ish Miss ion Revival , popular in th e late ten s
a nd ea rly twenties of thi s century . The final phase of
co ns tr uct io n on th e so uth win g, primarily utilitarian in
nature, is of less a rc h itec tura l importan ce.

The centra l porti on, roo ms one throu gh five, is
S pa nish Co lo nia l and retains mu ch of its or ig inal pl an
of rooms st rung out in sing le fil e. However , th e doors
and win dows a re presentl y much larger th an would
have been pract ical in Col onial times. This is th e o ldest
pa rt and was on th e property when th e land was bou ght
by C. E. mith in th e 1880's,:! According to Mr. Aver y

mi th, son of th e above, the bu ildi ng a lso had a t th at
time di rt floors and ado be p lastered wa lls. The roof
was constructed of wood beams uppor ti ng latias. On
top of th e latias a la yer of r iver reeds was pl aced , which
in turn was covered wi th a th ick la yer of dirt.

Th e rooms of thi s ce ntral portion were soon treat ed
in more up to dat e method s a nd material s of co ns truc­
tion . Th e ea rl ier small doors and windows were en­
la rged and embell ishe d with Te rri tor ia l wood t rim. In ­
side fl oors of wood rep laced th e original adobe fl oors
(some o f th ese in turn were lat er replaced with con­
crete) . Wa lls were covered wi th lime plaster. A wood

t Sanborn Map Company. 11 Broadway. New York.

:! Info r mat ion from Mr. Avery Smith in co nversation during t he
sprinJ( or 1962. County records for this property do not KO hack
bef ore J n n. 1, 1896.
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A new masonry product (Hollowcore)
allowing a double faced wall
with soft shadows and highlights.

These blocks meet and surpass
all ASTM and minimum code requirements

CREGO BLOCK CO., Inc.
6026 Second NW 01 4-3475
Albuquerque, New Mexico

-0-
Makers of the finest autoclave

products in New Mexico
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deck with a modern built-up roof replaced the old
dirt roo f. The most interestin g interi or fini sh found
in this ar ea is the use of the stamped metal pan eling
found on the walls and ceilings of room #4. Examples
can be found in other rooms. It is cur ious to find
stamped paneling in a home of ado be constr uction as
it was more commonly used in commercia l buildings
during the early yea rs of the century .

The portal of thi s centra l block was in existence
at least as early as 1893, the dat e of the fir st Sanborn
map. Mr. Aver y Smith rep ort s that thi s portal came
from Abo Mission ; thi s, however, is dou btful since AbO
was abando ned in the 1680's. It is quite possible, never­
theles , that it might have come fro m some other early
home in the Soco rro area. Its Spa nish Colonia l inspira­
tion is indi cated by ro und columns and irr egularly
shaped hand-hewn brackets. Th e beam suppor ted by
these brackets is also ver y rou gh indi cating that it was
hand-work ed with cru de tools. Portals of Territorial
sty le had squa re columns, capi ta ls, and bea ms, and the
wood was machi ne finished. This pan ish Colon ia l
portal con tras ts str iking ly with the Territori al door of
Room #3.

Th e portal was modified arou nd the turn of th e
century aft er it was rep ort edl y dam aged in an earth­
quake sa id to have caused the damage visible in the
photograph dated 1899. Ori ginall y thi s portal was di­
vided into five bays with close ly spaced columns before
the main entra nce. Toda y, however , the length of the
porch has been increased by augmenting the width of
each bay. When modificati on took pl ace, the entra nce
ba y of the portal was shifted to the north by approxi­
mat ely twelve feet creating an impression of symmetry
lackin g in the old arrangement.

ome sor t of sho r t projecting wing were in ex­
istence before 1893 as we know from the oldes t fire
insurance map . \Vall thi cknesses an d a lignmen ts in­
dicate that the wings are not coeva l with the main block.
Alth ough it is merely specula tion, one can ass ume with
reasonable correc tness that the two wings were not add-

plan by
Charles Quinlan

cd at the sa me time. One suspects this becau se of the
disparate angles at which the two wings proj ect from
the main bod y of the building. Th e addition of the two
ap sidal ends was the next phase of construction hut
they were not add ed at the same time. Th e north termi­
nati on was added fir st in 1898 or 1899 as one can see
from the insuran ce map of 1898 and the photograph
of 1899. The south apse was added between 1899 and
1904 as seen fro m photogr aphs of those years. Th e
addition of these wings, the symmetr ica l arrangement
of the portal and the addition of the apsidal ends
ca uses one to speculate that Mr. mith was making a
definite attempt at form al or der within the overall plan
of the building.

Th e proj ectin g wings [ Hooms 15, 16, 17, 20 and
22, 23, 24, 25 ) are again of ad obe construc tion pre·
dominatel y pan ish Colonial in style whil e the tower­
like terminations [ Hoo ms 20 and 25 ) recall in a vague
way the Spanish Colonial defense towers. Th e Terri­
tori al trim found in the doors and wind ows of these
wings is the one feature these roo ms have in common.

orne of the wind ows found in these rooms have splaye d
frames, another Te rr ito ria l cha racteristic.

Inside the south torreon (Room #25) there is one
str iking depa rture from Ter rit ori al ar chitecture, that
of a " Mission Style" fir epl ace. Thi s so called " Mission
Sty le" is related to the fashion of interi or design and
furn iture which acco mpanied the Craftsman movement
about 1905. It is not to be confused with the Spanish

Iission Hevival mentioned below. Th e appearance of
this style in an adobe home of thi s a rea at such an early
dat e is unu sual. Thi s is the most interestin g feature in
this pha se of construc tion as th e " Mission" style was
mor e commo nly found in the Midwest.

Th e next phase of cons truc tion, done between 1904
and 1913, was the addition of rooms 6 through 13. Thi s
area displ ays two unusua l features. It is the on ly por­
tion of the bui ld ing with a do uble file of rooms ; rea l
Colon ia l homes of the 18th and 19th centuries were but
a sing le room in width.
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BUILDING the SOUTHWEST
SCHOOLS RESI DENCES ...
CHURCHES COMMERCIAL
BU ILDI NGS HIGHWAY
STRUCTURES

Only a few of the many
uses for pre-stressed concrete.

TALK TO YOUR
MARTIN MARIETTA REPRESENTATIVE

A CONSTRUCTION
MATERIALS DIVISION OF

2800 SECOND ST. SW

ALBUQUERQUE, NEW MEXICO

WlARTIN

MARIETTA
SOUTHWEST DISTRICT

(FORMERLY AMERICAN MARIETTA)

Mr. Architect and Mr. Builder
We Solicit Your Inquiries

SERVICE IS OUR SPECIALTY

FENESTRA BUILDING PRODUCTS-Windows, Doors, PaneLs
BARBER·COLMAN CO.-Overhead Doors, aLL types
STRA ITS MANUFACTURING CO.-PLastic Folding Doors
CAPITOL PRODUCTS CORP.-ALuminum Windows
RICHMOND FIREPROOF DOOR CO.-SpeciaL Hollow Metals
AMERICAN WINDOW COMPANY

Builders Block & Stone Co., Inc.
P. O. Box 972 • MAin 2-1321

ROSWELL, NEW MEXICO
Wm. (Bill) Derby

Builders Block & Supply Co., Inc.
P. o. Box 1391 • JAckson 6-5611

LAS CRUCES, NEW MEXICO
Cleo Burger

MANUFACTURERS OF CINCRETE AND PUMICE BLOCKS
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Pl a n of El TOl"I"l"On pr op e rt y. Det ails of Sanborn I nsu ra n ce Atlases
for 18\1 3 and 1913.

NIW r BI
BaTINGS

for improved

MONO·KOTI®
If you have encountered Zonolite Mono­
Kote before, you know of its good working
characteristics, high speed application and
low cost. Now we have improved Mono­
Kote stilI further to increase its fire resist­
ance. The new fire ratings as established by
Underwrite rs' Laboratories, Inc., are:

The seco nd and most imp ortant featu re is the ap­
pearance of the rough-textured cement plaster and the
segmental arches in the one time open porch (presently
Rooms 8, 9, ] 0 and 11 ). Exam pies of thi s Spanish
Mission Revival style ar e rare before the lat e ten's and
ea rly twenti es. The most promin ent and influential
ad vocate of thi s style in lew Iexico was the San ta
Fe Railroad ; therefore, its appearan ce in thi s residence
as ea rly as 1913 is noteworth y.

The changing famil y req uirements and the size of
the building made EI Torreon impractical to maintain
as a single dwelling for one fam ily. Th e fin al ph ase
of construc tion, completed at least by ] 923, was roo ms
27, 28, 29, and 30. Thi s was prim aril y a utilit ari an
addition to ga in closet space when the building was
conver ted into apa rtments. Here the bank of double­
hung windows departs fro m the casement wind ows
found elsewhere in the building. EI Torreon is a fin e .
record of modifi cati ons for ced upon a huilding hccau se
of changing requ irements.- C. Q.; B. C.

BLEND SYSTEM DECK- J/g" Mono-Kote
applied direct-to-steel, following contours,
3-hour fire rating. 72" Mono-Kote, applied
direct-to-steel, following contours, 2-hour
fire rating.

CELLULAR FLOOR - % in. following con­
tours with ~ in . at top of flutes provides a
fire rating of 3 hours.

BEAMS- l U " Mono-Kote applied direct­
to-steel, following contour, 5-hour fire rat­
ing. I" Mono-Kote applied direct-to-steel,
following contour, 3-hour fire rating.

A complete summary of fire tests on im­
proved Mono-Kote is yours for the asking.
Mail the coupon below.

Southwest Vermiculite Co.

Address

Firm _

City Zone__ Stote _

Tit le _

1822First Street , Northwest, A lbuquerque, New Mexico

Phone CHapel 7-2244

Name _

Gentlemen : Please send me technical data and latest fire

test information on Zonalite Mono-Kate.

CLIP AND MAIL TODAY

West elevation showing portion added, 1903-1913.
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DIAL 242-5221 • ALBUQUERQUE

BUILDERS! CUT COSTS
PROVEN STRENGTH -

SELECT LUMBER

P. O. Box 4101
Albuquerque
New Mexico

532 Jefferson St., N.E.
Phone AL 5-8916
Phone AL 5-1322

ALBUQUERQUE
TESTI NG LABORATORY

Sub-soil Investigations
For Structural and Dam Foundations

Two Drills and Crews now
available for Prompt Service

Laboratory Analysis and
Eva luation of Construction Materials

All work done under the supervision
of Registered Professional Engineers

SANFORD
c;-../U/.p.~

ROOF TRUSSES

• CABINET SHOP and DOOR UNITS

(1 paint for every surjace

2714 Fourth St. N.W. - P.O. Box 6086
344-3558 Albuquerque, New Mexico
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Best for Durability
Best for Color Retention

Best for Weather Proofing
An Acrylic Latex for all
Masonry Surfaces

THERE MUST BE A REASON
OUR B_USINESS
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Skinner Manufacturing Co., Omaha, N ebraska. Engineer: Nance Engineering , I nc. , Omaha.
Arch itect: Steele, Sandham & W einstein , Omaha. Contractar: Peter K iewit Sons ' Ca. , Omaha.

$1.00 per sq. ft. roofs food plant
with HP shells of modern concrete
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24 inverted concrete "umbrellas," each sup­
ported by a single column, form the roof of the
new Skinner Macaroni Manufacturing plant in
Omaha, Nebraska. At an estimated cost of $1.00
per square foot, it was the economical answer
to the special problems involved in designing a
plant for making macaroni.

With flour dust everywhere, no dust collect­
ing surfaces coul d be allowed. Only concrete
could give the smooth, dense surface needed­
and stand up to the high humidity that ruled
out the use of plaster.

And the widely spaced columns of the hyper­
bolic shells permit efficient placing of machinery
and processing lines. Although the nominal
height is 16 feet, the curves of the shells give
room for special processing equipment that re­
quires greater clearance. All piping and wiring
run in the high portions of the roof where they
won't encroach on design clearance.

More and more, architects and engineers are
finding that concrete is the one completely ver­
satile building material for structures of every
type and size.

PORTLAND CEMENT ASSOCIATION
Suite 705-53Ot Cent ral , N. E., A lbuquerque, New Mexico
A nat ional organization to improve and extend the uses of concrete

...
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RMU
Residential masonry units.
A complete' new method
of cons truction affording
beauty; versatility and economy
in a maintenance free -
color fast product.

REGISTERED U. S. PATENT OFFICE

Lavalite concrete maso nry units con
form to th e exacting requirements 0

federal, state and municipa l specif ica
tions. La valite concrete products as
available in over 350 different size.
shapes, colors and kinds, affor ding
proved fire resistance rating - a stabl
paint sur face - certified moisture shl
bility and compress ive stre ngth - re
suiti ng in a superio r building product­
providing minimum cost per square fool
and unequalled appearance longev ity .
all at a price consis tent with quality.

LAVALITE'INLAI
Pre-cast concrete exposed
aggregate facing panels
available in a·n unlimited
selection of color
and texture.

DESERT CANYON
STONE
A manmade stone design ed
for .use as a dress veneering
'material lending durability
and textured beauty
to all applications.

III
I

,1f. .CAST CONCREn
UPOSED AGGRIGATt
fACING PANELInlai

DESERT A NEW DIMENSION
IN QUALITY

CANYON CONS TRUCTION
MATERIALS

STON;I6)
I

As advertised in Sept., May, March, and
N o,'.• N. M. A. Ma ga zi ne.

SPECTRA GLAZE®
Glazed structural concrete
masonry units affording
the economy inherent
in block construction.

All LavaJite concrete ma­
sonry units are manufac­
tured by the exclus ive uni­
mex autoclaved system.

A SPECIALIZED
PRODUCT FOR

EVERY BUILDING NEED

..

EDGAR D. O~TO & SQN, INC.
2700 Second Street, Southwest _ P.O . 80 387 _ Albuquerque, New M exico _ Phone 243-6721


