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SOLVES PROBLEMS OF SECURING RAILINGS TO CONCRETE
BECOMING AN INTEGRAL PART OF THE STAIR STRUCTU

INSURES EXTREME RIGIDITY
REDUCES COSTLY FIELD LABOR
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Rendering of New York City Housing Authority's Simkhovitch Housing Project in Manhattan.
Architects-Engineers: Frederic P Wiedersum Associates, New York, N.Y.

For the 3rd straight time on New York housing projects. ..
every contractor set a lower price

for concrete than steel!

Five or more contractors competed each time. In
every case, their bids favored concrete. The New
York City Housing Authority asked for bids on
alternate designs for its last three projects. Each
time, savings were reported by using concrete
frame and floor construction:

Woodrow Wilson Houses, 1959, Nine contrac-
tors bid lower in concrete than in steel (actually
7 of the 9 bid concrete lower than anyone offered
steel!). For the three 20-story buildings, concrete
saved $313,180.

Borgia Butler Houses, 1961. Six contractors bid.
Each set a lower price for concrete than for steel.
Savings for four 21-story apartments: $737,540.

Simkhovitch Houses, 1961, Five contractors bid.
All bid lower for concrete than for steel. For six

PORTLAND CEMENT ASSOCIATION

120 Madeira Drive, N.E., Albuquerque, New Mexico

A national organization to improve and extend the uses of concrete

21-story apartments, concrete saved $704,000.

Such savings were not unexpected. Concrete has
been the Authority’s preference for the last fifteen
years. In 1947 the NYCHA took bids for the Lil-
lian Wald 16-building project. $880,000 in savings
with concrete resulted. So a decision was made to
stay with concrete for future projects.

In the intervening years many concrete framed
projects, completed or in partial operation, pro-
vided housing for many families. Concrete saved
the Housing Authority millions of dollars.

Builders of all sizes are demonstrating that when
America builds for beauty, durability and economy
. . . it builds with concrete! For more information,
write for free copy of ““Continuity in Concrete
Building Frames.” (U.S. and Canada only.)

120 Madeira Drive, N. E., Albuquerque, New Mexico
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BULLETIN:

Now we’ll run Concealed Telephone
Wiring in the homes yow're building at
NO COST to you or your client.

Concealed Telephone Wiring is now yours for the asking.
Just by calling our business office, you can have this extra
feature installed DURING CONSTRUCTION. And when the
job is finished, your client will have telephone outlets in
every room in his new home, where he might want an ex-
tension telephone, the new Bell Chimes or our handy !fome
Interphone.

If you're planning one house or one hundred, plon on free
Concealed Telephone Wiring. Just give us a call.

MOUNTAIN STATES TELEPHONE

J. C. EGGERS COMPANY

REPRESENTING
Famous Names in Plumbing
Specialties—

Allen Fire Protection
Church Toilet Seats
L:iu:'r-'-n Acid P\{%sual‘nr'-g F’l_:'_u.-ng ._" Sinks
Elkay Stainless Steel Sinks G Specialties
Fiat Shower Enclosures & Receptors
Lawson Medicine Cabinets & Mirrers
Sloan Flush Valves G Shower Heads
Halsey Toyler Drinking Fountains
Zurn-Drains, Fixture Support

SyS?E-'T:E G F’ID-_’: Line Strainers

211 A Sierra Dr. S.E. Phone 256-7910
Albugquerque New Mexico

RATINGS

for improved

MONO-KOTE"

If you have encountered Zonolite Mono-
Kote before, you know of its good working
characteristics, high speed application and
low cost. Now we have improved Mono-
Kote still further to increase its fire resist-
ance. The new fire ratings as established by
Underwriters’ Laboratories, Inc., are:

BLEND SYSTEM DECK—74" Mono-Kote
applied direct-to-steel, following contours,
3-hour fire rating. 14” Mono-Kote, applied
direct-to-steel, following contours, 2-hour
fire rating.

CELLULAR FLOOR—% in. following con-
tours with ¥ in. at top of flutes provides a
fire rating of 3 hours.

BEAMS—114" Mono-Kote applied direct-
to-steel, following contour, 5-hour fire rat-
ing. 1" Mono-Kote applied direct-to-steel,
following contour, 3-hour fire rating,.

A complete summary of fire tests on im-
proved Mono-Kote is yours for the asking.
Mail the coupon below.

Southwest Vermiculite Co.

1822 First Street, Northwest, Albuquerque, New Mexico
Phone CHapel 7-2244

CLIP AND MAIL TODAY

Gentlemen: Please send me technical data and latest
fire test information on Zonolite Mono-Kote.

NAME TITLE

FIRM

ADDRESS

CITY ZONE STATE

6
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What's the
best method for
cooling and heating?

the modern answer is

oas

Why are more homeowners
and businessmen insisting on gas for
air conditioning and heating?

Three reasons: performance, economy
and the big, new selection of brands
and sizes in cooling and heating units.
Because of its growing popularity, gas-
fired equipment is produced today by
more manufacturers than ever before.
They range from small residential units
to large industrial systems.

Take a close look at these efficient, new
gas-fired systems. See how their com-
pactness, flexibility — and availability
in many sizes — can help you. For full
information, contact

GAS

COMPANY

A Report on the

DEPARTMENT OF
ARCHITECTURE
e « « o o U. N. M.

For the past several vears the NMA has devoted
an annual article to report the activities of the UNM
Department of Architecture. The present article takes
note of several recent departmental changes and activi-
ties.

The UNM Department of Architecture is just com-
pleting another year of successful activity. Student en-
rollment continues to swell — not that mere growth in
numbers is to be equated with improved quality of
work; new faculty members have been attracted to the
Department ; physical facilities have been augmented by
a small working library. Most important of all, the
quality of student work seems to be improving.

Following months of consideration the architect-
ural faculty has decided on a number of important
curriculum changes. These changes implement a de-
cision made years ago to increase the course in ar-
chitecture to five years. The reason for this earlier
move was to broaden the student’s educational exper-
ience by permitting a larger number of elective courses
during his undergraduate years. The trouble with the
usual curriculum in architecture, it was felt, is that
so much technical information must be presented that
no time is left in a four year course for subjects of
general cultural importance. Under the new plan 44
hours of electives are provided in a 170-hour curri-
culum — the equivalent of three full semesters out of
ten.

The principle decision made this winter was to
delete architectural design from the first year of college
work. There are good reasons for this change. One im-
portant consideration in the mind of the faculty in ar-
riving at this important decision was that the first year

NMA July - August, 62 7



of college weeds out a very large number of students
who for various reasons have failed to do college level
work. By deferring the architectural design courses un-
til the second year, the energy and teaching time of
faculty members and the space in the drafting rooms
—both in eritical demand—can be saved. Thus the De-
partment will be in a position to provide more atten-
tion and better working accommodations to the stu-
dents who survive this critical first year.

The student, on the other hand, will come to ar-
chitectural design in his second year with greater ma-
turity and technical facility and thus be in a position
to forge ahead more rapidly. The faculty feels that
the same amount of architectural design can be con-
centrated in the remaining four years that formerly
were spread over five.

Under the new plan the student will, during his
first two semesters on campus, take English, math, a
social science or humanities course and possibly one in
drawing or three-dimentional design. Freed from the
inevitable temptation to spend all his time in the ar-
chitectural drafting room, he should stand a better,
chance of getting his University College requirements
and English Proficiency Exam out of the way. New
courses in architectural appreciation and art apprecia-
tion are to be organized with the intention of provid-
ing the student with a general aesthetic orientation.

Equipped with basic tools and some opportunity
to investigate fields of potential cultural interest be-
yond his area of anticipated specialization, the student
will then come to architectural design in his second
year. Here he will find that planning in its several
phases is siressed; he will be exposed to planning first
in terms of the over-all plan of the city and neighbor-
hood before he gets down to the plan of the individual
building. He will have an opportunity to discover how
over-all environment affects the design of the specific
building. At the same time that he pursues this basic
architectural design for five hours credit, he will take
additional work in the Art Department—drawing, two-
dimentional design — and several electives.

The third, fourth and fifth years of the architec-
tural curriculum remain unchanged. Work of third and
fourth year students accompany this article. During
the first term of the final year students collaborate as a
team on some large problem. This year two senior
teams worked on a plan for redesign and redevelop-
ment of downtown Albuquerque. These projects received
considerable attention on campus and in the press. Last
year’s class had studied the possible design of a large
park in Albuquerque along the banks of the Rio Grancﬁa.
During his final semester, each student presents a thesis
upon the successful completion of which his graduation
depends.

In announcing these changes the architectural fac-
ulty does not feel that it has necessarily arrived at a
final solution for teaching architecture. Undoubtedly
a number of other experiments and modifications of
the curriculum will be required in the next years as
the Department seeks to define and redefine its objec-
tives in the light of rapid changes that are currently
taking place within the architectural profession. The
important fact to this reporter lies in the faculty’s aware-
ness of these changes and their determination not to
be content indoctrinating students in outmoded objec-
tives and procedures.

Several changes in personnel within the Depart-
ment are announced for next year. Harold Benson, who

for the past two years has taught fourth year design,
leaves in early June for Pakistan where he will be Ful-
bright professor of architecture at the University of
Lahore. A graduate in architecture from Harvard, Mr.
Benson came to UNM from a position in the Albuquer-
que Planning Department.

Replacing Prof. Benson during his leave of ab-
sence will be Mr. John G. Grace. Born in Hawaii, Mr.
Grace received his education in England—at Christ
College, Cambridge, at the Bartlett School of Archi-
tecture, London University, and later had a varied and
interesting career: private practice in London before
the War, supervising architect of a government housing
project in Vallejo, California, teaching at Tulane Uni-
versity followed by a fellowship to study post-war
schools in Britain in 1959; private practice in Sausalito,
California, and more recently in Jamaica. Mr. Grace is
a member of the Royal Institute of British Architects.

Mr. John Conron has given invaluable service as
design critic at the Department for the past two years.
Next year, however, he is taking a breather from his
long and frequent drives from Santa Fe to Albu-
querque with the hope that he will find time for
some globe-trotting. The Department is grateful for his
lively assistance and stimulation.

We might conclude with an observation on the
positive affects resulting from the present incorpora-
tion of the Department of Architecture within the Col-
lege of Fine Arts. This has proved to be the greatest
of benefits. The College has been interested and help-
ful in improving the Department and in obtaining
much needed additions to the staff. Dean Clinton
Adams, the College’s new head, has been especially
understanding and cooperative.

In January, 1961, John J. Heimerich, chairman of
the UNM Department of Architecture, sent a letter to
AIA members in New Mexico announcing the creation
of a departmental library and soliciting the coopera-
tion of members in expanding the library’s holdings.
Cooperation from architects has been generous and
heartening and at school year’s end, this library totaled
600 volumes. The most important contribution of books
came from Mrs. Tom M. Danahy, who gave the archi-
tectural library of her son, the late Tom Danahy, Jr.
She has also offered the Department beautiful drawings
which Mr. Danahy did for architectural competitions
in the 1930’s. These drawings will be exhibited next
autumn.

The UNM Student Chapter of AIA, under the
presidency of Hartley W. Alexander, has had an active
vear. Several programs of more than campus interest
were arranged. In January Dr. Spain, Superintendent
of the Albuquerque public school system, spoke on “A
Client’s View of the Architect.” Dr. Spain pointed out
the responsibilities and problems faced by educational
committees in connection with school building pro-
grams. He also discussed the effect of the school build-
ing on a child’s attitude toward school.

In December, Mr. Miles Brittelle, Sr., spoke to the
chapter on the AIA as it relates to the profession and
to students of architecture. Mr. Wakefield of the Struc-
tural Clay Products Institute spoke before the February
meeting: his talk, “Aesthetics in Masonry,” was accom-
panied by two short film and colored slides. In March,
John Conron illustrated his remarks on “The Archi-
tecture of South America” with color slides taken on
his architectural pilgrimage to that area.
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‘- - -i- .- The following gifts and awards were announced at
p— - the annual award banquet on May 28

1. New Mexico Chapter AIA scholarship. Architectural
book and $150.00 (one semester’s tuition)
Winner: William Riley Sims
Kinney Brick Company Scholarship in Architecture
Winners: $250.00 Philip Edward Franks
$250.00 Jack Lavern Barkley
3. Architectural Design Competition
$100.00 Richard Waggoner
$ 75.00 Andrew Bol
$ 3750 Arthur Fu
$ 37.50 Stanley Moore
4, New Mexico Home Builders Competition
First prize $100.00 Harold Monroe Dean
Second prize $ 75.00 Jack Lavern Barkley
Third prize, tie $ 25.00 William H. Alexander
$ 25.00 Roger Gene Camillo
$ 25.00 Michael D. Clark

5. New Mexico Home Builders, Popular vote at
homeshow
Frank Stubbs $50.00
Winner: Frank Stubbs $50.00
6. Tile (‘cmr‘ijcilkui America E?mpetilion
—_— : Winner: Jac avern Barkley $50.00
-’-l-t-i-i.'-i-l- 7. Allied Arts Competition, Illumination
Engineering Society
Third vear: New Mexi Home Builders Combetition First prize $25.00 Manuel Fernandez
? Second prize $15.00 Jesse T. Holmes, Jr.
Third prize $10.00 Philip Edward Franks
8. Architecture Faculty Awards—
A current architectural book
ve | First year Student  Terry Timler Cochrell
design for Downtown Albuquerqu Second year Student James Turner Miller
Third year Student  Michael D. Clark
. : o Fourth year Student Philip Edward Franks
PN TOUCEE YEQR) (EIINIECES DG Ligvid -Bioks Fifth year Student  Stanley Gene Moore
9. Davis Brothers, Inc. Competition )
R o Ui . ’ First prize $25.00 James Turner Miller
f Second prize  $15.00 John Harvey
Third prize $10.00 George Riley Bales
10. Pickett slide rule prize
Winner: Landis Eugene Bebermeyer
11. Vemco drawing instruments
{ Winner: Wolfgang Gerhard Braun
12. Reynolds Metals Company
Winner: Philip Edward Franks $200.00
13. American Concrete Institute
Local winners: o
First prize $25.00 Philip Edward Franks
Second prize $15.00 Eli Voil Lattin
Regional competition: )
Third prize $50.00 Eli Voil Lattin
- 14. Bank award—1st. State Bank, Gallup
1. $75.00 Jesse Holmes
2. $50.00 Phil Franks
3. $25.00 William Sims

X}
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RAPIDEX 8" x 16"

RAPIDEX- announcEs

NEW 4’

4” x 16” RAPIDEX was developed
and added to the Rapidex line Jan-
uary 1, 1962, to be used with long
span concrete and steel structural
systems.

4" Rapidex also satisfies the need
for additional space in corridors,
simplifies framing, decreases facia
heights, and when used in combina-
tion with 6” or 8” Rapidex, the 4"
Rapidex still gives the user a flush

SECTION!

attractive ceiling.

As a result of lower weight per
square foot, 4” Rapidex offers lower
per square foot cost (see Construc-
tion Data table below).

4” x 16” Rapidex, like all other
Rapidex units, is AUTOCLAVED
(high pressure steam cured to mini-
mize shrinkage and increase com-
pressive strength). Contact a Rapi-
dex representative today.

CONSTRUCTION DATA

Weight of Section Loi(:arrying Characteristics
pes:3g. % Floor Spans Roof Spans
4" x 16” RAPIDEX 22 |Ibs. Up to 14 Up to 14’
6” x 16” RAPIDEX 30 Ibs. Up to 20 Up to 22
8” x 16” RAPIDEX 42 |bs. Up to 29'* Up to 29

Raprgex . PIVISION OF

-

e LAVALAND HEIGHTS BLOCK CO.

515 COORS BLVD.. S.W.

* topping included in L/D of 40 A.C.I, 711-58.

ALBUQUERQUE. N. M

WHY
RapIoEx

means

BETTER BUILDINGS
at Lower Cost

e No erection delays due to weather.

e Can be installed at the rate of
3,500 sq. ft, per day.

e Eliminates forming and shoring
needed in monolithic slab
construction.

e High resistance to heat loss. Can
save a full inch of costly
insulation,

e Lower insurance rates due to fire
rating.

e Balance sound control—
Rapidex's N.R.C. of .55 is the
ideal compromise between noise
reduction and reverberation.

e Rapidex is unaffected by water,
humidity or high temperatures.

e Lower maintenance costs.

e Textured Rapidex eliminates the
need for a suspended ceiling.

RAapIDEX -

the functional

cancrele system
for floors and

roofs that helps
vou build faster,
better and at
lower costs!

inc.

CH 7-0423



LAS CHAVEZ HOTEL, Vaughn, N. M, 1908-09, Myron |

ARCHITECTURE
and the FRED HARVEY HOUSES

by: Dr. David Gebhard



HEAT AND COOL AUTOMATICALLY . .. WITH THE
ELECTRIC HEAT PUMP ! ! T T D

Every fine home and well-planned building deserves
the very best in modern climate conditioning . . . .
and that means an automatic Electric Heat Pump.
A single unit . . . a single thermostatic control . . .
heats and cools alike. Clean, flameless, moderate in
cost, it provides the finest possible year-round climate
comfort. Your Public Service Company of New Mexico
will be happy to discuss the Electric Heat Pump with

you at your convenience.

Public Service Company of New Mexico

An Investor-Owned, Taxpaying Electric Utility

LATH AND PLASTER SUPPLY COMPANY

We invite you to consider us as
your concrete headquarters . . . N )
Albuquerque's Quality Concrete. New Mexico’s on‘!y P‘lard .Matverwls
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® CF & | & Keystone, Steel & Wire Produ. .
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@ Remington Powder Accuated Touls

® Zonolite Products

Albuquerque Gravel
Products Company

Albuquerque, New Mexico

@® Ruberoid Roofing Materials

Call us for technical and/or general information on
® New Hardfinish Thincoat Systems Over Plaster Board

Kenneth Breece, President
Robin Knight, V.P. in Charge of Sales
600 John St., SE  Phone CH 2-5265 116 Industrial Ave. N.E. — DI 4-2303

Albuquerque, New Mexico
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1909 Louis Curtiss

For well over a half a century a traveler’s first
impression of the American Southwest was through one
of the many Atkinson, Topeka and Santa Fe Railroad
stations and the associated hotel and restaurant operated
by the Fred Harvey organization. Here the eastern or
midwestern Lraveler was drawn into the romantic world
of the Spanish conquistador and equally unfamiliar
world of the Pueblo and Navajo Indians. On alighting
on the platform the visitor encountered not the usual
neo-Roman or neo-Renaissance station so characteristic
then of the eastern sections of the country, but instead
he was faced with a low two or three story structure,
almost domestic in character. He encountered no over-
powering piers and columns, no dentils and wreaths, no
putti or cupids, but rather he found before him a simple
unpretentious stucco covered building, often enclosing
small intimate gardens and court vards, with shaded
loggias, textured brick and tile floors, broad fireplaces
and wood beamed ceilings.

These structures seemed to f{it so naturally and un-
ostentatiously into their Southwestern environment that
little conscious thought was given to them as rather

architect, [

-

Jemolished

remarkable t‘xallllrlt‘s of architecture—examples which
not only personily our age, but which in many ways
have made a notable contribution to the American archi-
tectural scene. With a certain degree of historical per-
spective now available it is possible to look again at
these station-hotels and in the process discover that a
good number of them entail an unusual synthesis and
expression of architectural ideas. At first one tends to
think of them as characteristic examples of Spanish
Colonial eclecticism, yet a second glance well estab-
lishes that such is hardly the case. In truth they may
be thought of as instances of Neo-Rationalism—the
same architectural vocabulary arrived at by such early
twentieth century architects as the Europeans Adolf
Loos and Josef Hoffman, or as the California archi-
tect, Irving Gill. Traditional features—occasional proj-
ecting vegas, heavily articulated walls. reminiscent of
adobe construction, arcaded porches and passage ways
—are often to be found, but these are grouped together
and assembled in a highly original fashion. Coupled
with these elements are features obviously derived from
Bungalow and Craftman traditions of the West Coast

NMA July - August, '62 13



For Outerions that Generously Compliment Syterions

CONTRACT INTERIORS
Jo Eckert Huber, A.l.D.

INCORPORATED

Winrock Center 99

265-6966 Albuquerque 3225 Central Avenue, East
NEW
When you think of Builder's Hardware
MEXICO’S think of
MOST
’
T SOUTHWEST BUILDER’S HARDWARE
LINE OF RUSSWIN
LCN CLOSERS
AND
We have ample stock for your
SUPPLIES

e Supplies for Contractors
e Construction Materials
¢ Municipal Supplies

McCAEF EFIREY-WAY
materials & supply co., inc.

2107 Menaul Blvd, NE Diamond 4-1681

rush requirements. Call CH 3-5541
and ask for Jerry Shultz.
He is here to be of service to you.

SOUTHWEST BUILDER’S HARDWARE

Division of the

New Mexico Marble and Tile Co
414 Second St. S.W. Box 834
Albuquerque, New Mexico

14 NMA July - August, 62






and from the work of the midwestern Prairie architects,
especially of course from the buildings of Louis Sulli-
van and Frank Lloyd Wright. To be sure purely pic-
turesque elements are to be found on many of these
buildings, yet the totality of their visual effect is that of
simple geometric shapes and forms. As objects exist-
ing in space and as objects enclosing space these series
of southwestern railway station-hotels do not belong to
the Spanish Colonial revival phase of American archi-
tecture, but rather they are decidedly an aspect of the
early modern movement in American architecture.

The most outsianding examples of Atchinson, To-
peka and Santa Fe Railroad-Harvey Houses were those
constructed during the first two decades of this cen-
tury at Lamy, Albuquerque, Las Vegas (New Mex.)
Vaughn and Gallup. In some cases the Railroad Com-
pany engaged its own personnel to design the build-
ing—an example of this being the El Navajo Hotel at
Gallup, which was designed in 1916-17 by E. A. Har-
rison, the railroad’s chief draftsman. There are a num-
ber of instances though where outside architects were
commissioned to design the station-hotels—Myron H.
Church of Chicago produced the plan of the Las Chavez
Hotel at Vaughn in 1908-09, and Louis Curtiss of Kan-
sas City was the architect for El Ortiz at Lamy.

The El Ortiz Hotel at Lamy is unquestionably the
most romantic and in certain ways the most eclectic
with its false vega ceiling, its portal and completely en-
closed court yard. The El Navajo Hotel at Gallup en-
tails the most vigorous modern statement. In the lat-
ter building one discovers horizontal and vertical group-
ing of windows, “cubistic” handling of walls and proj-
ecting balconies, the three tasseled pair of lights at-
tached to the main block of the building, all of which
were design motifs which had become the vocabulary
of the early modern movements in European and Ameri-
can architecture.

In the end though the real fascination of either
the El Ortiz or the El Navajo, or for that matter the
Alvarado in Albuquerque, is the impression one comes
away with that these buildings are neither fully com-
mitted to an eclectic or modern point of view. Instead
the governing features seem to have been a concern for
human-oriented scale, a deep feeling for natural tex-
tures and materials, and a desire organically to inte-
grate the building to its natural and historical environ-
ment; features which are all too often missing in our
present architectural scene.

An excellent example of one of the Harvey Houses
which expresses what we could call an architectural
middle ground is the Las Chavez Hotel at Vaughn.
Like many of these buildings the one at Vaughn has
unfortunately been long abandoned. The change from
coal to oil burning train engines has eliminated the
importance of the town as a railroad repair center, and
added to this is the fact that the community has never
developed, as was originally planned, as a major cen-
ter for the shipment of livestock.

Still, even in its rather ruinous condition, with
fallen stucco, broken roof tiles and boarded windows.
the hotel stands out as a vigorous architectural state-
ment. A close and more detailed examination of the
building reveals an intriguing synthesis of stylistic ideas
which were current during the first two decades of the

—anm
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Plan, LAS CHAVEZ HOTEL, Vaughn, N. M

century. The basic form of the structure with its plain
rough stucco surfaces and its almost complete elimina-
tion of mouldings around doors and windows is highly
reminiscent of the Neo-Rationalism of the California
Architect Irving Gill or of the work of the Austrian
architect Adolf Loos. On the other hand the low pitched
gable roofs with their extensive overhangs, projecting
beam ends and exposed rafters are similar in spirit
to the bungalow houses of the brothers Charles and
Henry Greene of California. The few purely historical
details such as the row of arched openings of the veran-
da, the brackets which support the small balcony on
the northeastern side, the three cast stone ornaments
on the same side and the stepped parapets are lightly
submerged into the overall mass of the building, and in
no way do they dominate the design. This same straight-
forward approach to design also occurs in the in-
terior, where a few stained glass windows form the
only significant non-structural embellishment.

I'rom an historical point of view the Las Chavez
Hotel represents a significant and at the same time a
rather unknown aspect of early twentieth-century archi-
tecture. It aptly demonstrates that the “Progressive”
designs of Frank Lloyd Wright, Irving Gill, Bernard
May%eck and the Greene brothers were not as unique
as we have come to think of them. For it is slowly
coming apparent that during its first years the early
modern movement in American architecture had come
very close to establishing itself as an accepted vernac-
ular tradition. When a history of the architecture of
these decades (1900 to 1920) is finally written the
Harvey Houses of the Southwest will unquestionably
occuply an important place. —David Gebhard
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Side View

s the first in a series of three articles on the architecture of the Fred Harvey Houses in New Mexico. The
next article will be concerned with a detailed presentation of the El Ortiz Hotel at Lamy, designed by Louis Curtiss.
All of the illustrations plus the factual information relaing to the Harvey Houses was made available through the
kindness of the Fred Harvey System and the Atchinson, Topeka and Santa Fe Railroad. The author is particularly in-
debted to the help of Mr. Stuart Harvey, Mr. T. A. Blair, Mr. Ralph W. Ater and Mr. Tom Menaugh. The photos of
the El Ortiz Hotel and the exterior of the El Navajo Hotel were taken by Edward H. Kemp, and the photograph of
the interior of the El Navajo was taken by Edward J. Davison.
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THE PRESIDENT'S
NEW OFFICE

THE ARCHITECTURE
STUDIO of KERN SMITH

Constructed in the winter of
1€61, the Carlsbad office of Kern
Smith, President of the New Mex-
ico Chapter of AIA, provides a
2 000 square foot architectural of-
fice as well as rentable office
space of 1,100 square feet. The
plan is integrated so that the two
offices share a coffee room and
toilet and heating facilities.

The straightforward concrete
block structure is enlivened by a
playful portico of scalloped pylons
faced with ceramic tile. The por-
tico roof is fronted by a steel fa-
cia also with a scalloped design.
The building’s facade is covered
with fulget wall tile. The sharp
shadows of these undulating forms
create playful shapes against the
rectangular mass of the structure.
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Dickson Skidmore, Architect, A.lLA., El Paso, Texas Willis Schoemaker, Builder, El Paso, Taxas.
... award-winning Horizon Home using T
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Sandstone, Adobe, Gray and Terra Cotta

A new masonry product (Hollowcore) CREGO BLOCK CO, Inc.

allowing a double faced wall 6026 Second NW DI 4-3475
with soft shadows and highlights. Albuquerque, New Mexico

These blocks meet and surpass —
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MODERN ARCHITECTURE AND THE REBUILDING OF CITIES

The following opinions by Peter Blake, managing
editor of ARCHITECTURAL FORUM., were presented
at a panel discussion. the second of a series sponsored
by the Graham Foundation for Advanced Studies in
the Fine Arts, Chicago. 1961. We wish to thank ARTS
AND ARCHITECTURE for permission to reprint this
portion of their coverage of the symposium (February,
1962) and we appreciate Mr. Blake's willingness to be
quoted.

I am delighted to find that Philip Johnson thinks
the chaos of cities is delicious. 1 also note that he lives
in splendid isolation in the middle of a forest about
50 miles from New York, where I happen to live. As a
matter of fact, about 70 per cent of all Americans to-
day live in towns and cities. They live there in en-
vironments that are so squalid, so offensive. so foul
as to constitute a national disgrace. There are a great
many political and economic factors that have con-
tributed to the squalor. There is, for example, the fact
that we have never developed a consistent land policy.
Unlike water and air, land is privately owned and sub-
ject to wild and unrestricied speculation. As a result,
no builder of an office building or an apartment house
can afford not 1o cover every square inch of the site
with great blobs of steel and concrete, without regard
to neighboring structures and other people’s needs for
open space. There is also the fact that buildings have
become machines for making money. and quite legally
so. This, T believe, is the first time in the history of
mankind that the criterion for success of a building
has been its financial return. No civilization has ever
been created that way, and no civilization ever will be.
And there is finally the fact that the kind of power
which built Paris and Florence has passed. Political
power has been diluted by popular democracy and
economic power by the income tax.

So as we face the prospect of vast super cities, ex-
tending uninterrupted from Boston to Washington, from
San Francisco to Los Angeles; we have planning com-
missions without a shred of authority—and this may
be a fine thing. We have buildings created merely be-
cause there is a bigger profit in making buildings than
in making buttons. And we have architecture being
shaped not by architects but by tax accountants and
mortgage bankers. All this I think is true more or less.
But we are concerned tonight with architecture and so
I want to ignore these depressing facts and talk about
what architecture could, but does not always do, to
improve this mess in which we live.

If architecture is anything at all, then I think it
is order. If architects were responsible to the crisis of
chaos then they would be talking and practicing order
above all else. Alas, a good many of them are doing
nothing of the sort. Instead of practicing order, they're
playing with mud pies; they’re creating splinter groups;
they’re practicing hucksterism. Just look for a moment
at all the big and little movements we’ve had in archi-
tecture since 1945. We've had New Empiricism, Re-
gionalism, Romanticism, Neo-classicism, Brutalism and

even Chaoticism. We have grilles, and shells and domes
and vaults and arches and zigzags. We've had action
architecture and symbolism — and what symbolism!
There have been oysters and eggs and whales and turtles
—and some of them exhibited even at the Museum of
Modern Art. And we now have a whole new repertory
of symbols which 1, fer one. will not discuss in mixed
company. In short. a great many of the best known
architects have been concerned primarily not with state-
ments about order or with the creation of lasting values.
They've been concerned instead with making statements
about themselves and with being different. And they've
been most concerned with being different before any
of their competitors could beat them to it by being even
more different.

The result is that the image presented by modern
architecture today-—and you can see I'm beginning to
slip into huckster language myself — is an image of
chaos. Architecture is not. as it should be, the public
conscience of our cities. I don’t believe we should really
blame the architects for becoming so greatly concerned
with being the firstest with the mostest. They're not the
only ones. Painters who still paint like the late Jack-
son Pollock are considered passé; after all, he used
paint. I predict that very shortly there’ll be an exhibi-
tion on 57th St. in New York of nothing but blank
walls, And a famous critic will give this movement a
resounding new name-—Inaction painting or Non-paint-
ing. We already have non-music. of course. A gifted
composer who is very fond of headlines recently per-
formed his latest work, a composition which consisted
entirely of four-and-a-half minutes of silence. Some say
it was his best work. And so it goes until finally we have
Non-architecture. Not the creation of lasting values, but
the deliberate creation of shock effects, Not the creation
of monuments to order and sanity, and possibly even to
a better world, but the creation of sensations that will
make headlines. at least until the next mud pie hits the
headlines.

['ve concentrated upon a very small but a very
vocal and well advertised segment of American archi-
tecture and ignored those many architects who have con-
sistently stood for order. It seems hardly necessary in
this city of Sullivan. Burnham and Mies. and on this
particular campus, to point out how powerful a moral
force for order architecture can be. I can only tell you
that since the Seagram Building has been built in New
York, every building has been judged by its standard.
It may be that architecture is a moral force that cannot
long hope to save our cities. Indeed, I doubt very much
that it can. But if architecture becomes the plaything of
a frantic fringe, then I am certain that our cities are
doomed.

Later in the discussion Mr. Blake observed that:
one of the problems with city planning is not only that
we tend to segregate different functions of the city into
different areas, but we also segregate different parts
of planning and allocate them to different departments.
| believe that the man in charge of planning New York
City’s highways has never talked to the Planning Com-
missioner of New York City, so that there is a vast high-
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way program which is about to string spaghetti all
around City Hall, and the Planning Commissioner has
never looked at it. This will surround a great complex
of new buildings for which there is no master plan. So
you have not only a great number of planners, you've
got all kinds of planning specialists a‘IJI fighting their
own little battles—one building highways to make it
possible to see the waterfront, another one building
plazas which no one can reach without getting run down,
and someone else building apartment houses with great
recreation areas in which children get waylaid.

—Peter Blake

Also participating were:

Ulrich Franzen who had a little to say!
Paul Rudolph who had less to say!

Philip Johnson who said almost nothing!

BODOK REVIEW

THE DEATH AND LIFE OF AMERICAN CITIES,
OR WONDERFUL TOWN REVISITED

Remember the Movie, My Sister Eileen? It was
later adapted into a smash Broadway musical, Won-
derful Town. Both told of the wonderful adventures two
girls from the middle west had when they moved into
a Greenwich Village basement. Because their only win-
dow looked out on the sidewalk, their virtue remained
fairly well intact from onslaughts by everyone from the
Brazilian Navy on down to the neighborhood wolves.
Now this theme has gone full circle and been adapted
into a book again. The book is called The Death and
Life of American Cities, by Jane Jacobs. Miss Jacobs,
an enchanted resident of Hudson Street, in the western
part of the Village, may well have been technical ad-
visor on the movie too, for in her book there is a little
number called “Ballet of the Sidewalks™ that would be
a natural for Jerome Robbins. Here children skip and
play on the sidewalks, “neighborhood characters™ sing
out their lines like “Mrs. Moscowitz, there’s a package
by the delicatessen for you,” while benevolent truckers
guard the children from “outsiders” and chomp on their
hero sandwiches, in a nice folksy way.

All this might lead one to believe that the book is
just more heart-warming entertainment, and if you're
a slum lord, Robert Moses, or a speculative builder, it’s
probably even more than that. However, it’s not sup-
posed to be just that; it purports to be an attack on
the gospels of “conventional planning” as laid down
by Ebenezer Howard, Lewis Mumford, Cathrine Bauer,
and a whole host of other arch villians. For once, the
movie was better than the book. This ponderous volume
can best be catalogued as the latest in the current fad
of writing pseudo exposes of current dangers to “our
way of life.” Advertising men got theirs in The Waste-
makers, suburbanites in the Split Level Trap. the Status
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Seekers, etc.: Foreign Service people in A4 Nation of
Sheep, auto makers in the Insolent Chariots, and so on
down the list. All of these books have a number of
things in common. They are written in a breezy. read-
able, journalistic style, they use individual case his-
tories to show that things are going to hell generally,
and they paint a black and white picture of the people
they either attack or defend. So, move over, Madison
Avenue, Miss Jacobs has just given planners their tar
and feather job!

To altempt to defend p[anlltfr:‘- againsl the :‘I‘lzirgt‘s
that all urban ills derive from their efforts would be
as silly as trying to defend architects against charges
that they are solely responsible for all of the deficien-
cies of tract and high-density housing. As to most of
Miss Jacobs™ solutions for improved cities; they always
lead back to the theme song of the book: “It would be
heavenly if everyone lived and thought like us folks
in West Greenwich Village.”

To be sure, there are illuminating comments in the
book. such as the observation that all parts of a city
should bring work and leisure closer together rather
than having them set off in dull little single-purpose
areas either as an occupational ghetto or a grassed sop
for people who must dwell in human filing cabinets.
However, the valid points Miss Jacobs made could have
been boiled down to a 50-page pamphlet, and should
have been. These points are either blunted or com-
pletely lost in a welter of anecdote, extraneous com-
ment, and a lot of blather about how marvelous life in
a middle-class Bohemia can be.

Like the back-to-nature movement described in
Thoreau’s Walden. Miss Jacobs advocates a way of life
that requires complete agreement with her philosophy
of how to live in a specific environment. It's doubtful
that many of us share her over-developed herd instinet
to the extent that we would want to live in the midst
of crowds, any more than the vast majority of Ameri-
icans would really desire the life of a woodsy recluse.

Having lived in the Village as a bachelor, this
reviewer can understand her enthusiasm about the area’s
vitality. | ean also remember the dirt, the noise, the
fumes, the soot, the drunks, the panhandlers, the silly
weekend beatniks, and the smelly hallways encountered
there. Now that | have children, I can only join the
vast majority of Americans who have voted with their
feet in favor of fresh air, privacy, space. and quiet.
Nevertheless, along with Suzie Wong’s Hong Kong, Miss
Jacobs’ little world remains a nice place to visit—we
just wouldn’t want to live there. —Albert Solnit

The Death and Life of American Cities.
by Jane Jacobs. Published by

RANDOM HOUSE — $5.95
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for New Mexico's thriving

building industry since 1942
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500 Phoenix Ave. N.W. Station B, Box 6007

Albuquerque, New Mexico

ON YOUR NEXT
RUSH JOB,

SPECIFY “BUTLER”

At right and below: the new exclusive
Continental Airlines terminal, Phoenix,
built in 30 days!

Architect, William A. Lockard, AIA

When Continental Airlines was awarded service into
Phoenixs Sky Harbor International Airport in April of 1961,
a terminal became an urgent necessity. Plans and cost
estimates were offered for approval and final working draw-
ings completed by William A. Lockard the same month
On May 1, The Banes Company broke ground for the 40 x 60
Butler System building. On May 31, final interior touch up
was finished, and the building accepted by a pleased air-
line management — ten days ahead of its deadline!

THE COMPANY
BANES “i&
ALBUQUERQUE + HOBBS * FARMINGTON
EL PASO « PHOENIX + TUCSON
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AN ANNOUNCEMENT OF A SPECIAL SHOWING

The Recent Work of GLASSART STUDIOS of
Scotsdale, Arizona, and JOE WERTZ of SANTA FE.

Glassart has developed a group of stained glass panels for hanging against windows or hung freely
as space dividers in residential or commercial interiors. The subject matter depicted on the two
foot square panels range from fish, owls, and frogs, to abstract. A wonderful and colourful use of
a medieval art,

Joe Wertz, one of the southwest's finest potters, is a retired architect. The retired here means that
he is more active now than when he was “active.” Mr. Wertz's residence for Paul Rutledge in Santa
Fe was included in the 1959 Architecture in New Mexico show sponsored by the A, |. A. and the Ros-
wzll Museum. A feature article on The Ceramic Lights created by Mr. Wertz was published in the
N. M. A, January, 1960

The work being shown by Mr. Wertz will all be executed in natural unglazed slays and includes such
items as windbells, large planters, bird houses, sculpture groups, and “Zoomorphic” pots

The show opened at THE CENTERLINE in Santa Fe on June 30th and runs through the 21st of July

[t will then be transferred to THE CENTERLINE SOUTH in Corrales, (just north of Albuquerque)
July 26 to August 23

NOTE: All items in the show are FOR SALE

A CONSTRUCTION
MATERIALS DIVISION OF

MARTIN
MARIETTA ~New NAME—

Familiar Faces .
Same fine prestressed
concrete products
and fine service.

SOUTHWEST DISTRICT
IRA B. MILLER, DISTRICT MANAGER
2800 2nd St., SW Albuquerque, N. M.
— formerly AMERICAN MARIETTA
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A RESIDENCE

for

Mr. and Mrs. Fred Sharp Leib

by:
Deryl Dick & Don West

Designers

The outline requirements of the
owners, other than the spaces shown
on ihe plan, were plentiful use of na-
tural woods, minimal stair climbing
within the house, built-in stereo-
sound system, a copper-hooded fire-
place, provisions for a future swim-
ming pool, and full enjoyment of the
view.

A location for the house was se-
lected just over the rise of a small
knoll. The drive was laid out in such
a manner as to screen the major
view into Tijeras Canyon until the
visitor could first see it from the ter-
race of the house. The drive leads in-
to a motor court which begins a
series of spatial transitions into the
house

The primary approach to the de-
sign of this house grew out of the
site and the view—the sloping three
acres abounds in natural rock out-
croppings and desert landscaping,
supplemented by a spectacular 360
degree view of Tijeras and Tres Pis-
toles Canyons

Beginning with the forecourt, a
series of spatial transitions leads one
into the house. A forecourt at the
garage leads to a low trellis-covered
bridge over a sunken garden. The
bridge serves as a transition be-
tween the exterior and interior and
as a visual tie to the garage. The
trellis of the bridge is carried through
the entry at door level, stopping at



all of the fireplace. From
e space quickly enlarges
her living areq, its south
jlass revealing the magnifi-

cent view of Tijeras Canyon with
massive rock formations edging an
arroyo in the foreground

T

o take advantage of this view,
ening it on the approach, and
saving it until the last possible
dramatic moment, became a major
resulting in the house being
d on wood columns of a simple
and beam structural system
stabilized by heavy stuc
walls. The interior
one large room
d by one low partition and
The main room
spaces were serviced by utility areas
paralleling on the north—a balcony
surrounding the other three sides
provides access as well as transition
exterior. Two cantilevered
stairs lead down to the lower levels:
the bedroom side to the garden, the
livingroom side to the future pool and
recreation area—each of these areas
end at the arroyo and here the de-
signed space is stopped. The garden
terminates in a clump of existing
pinon trees within which a future
gazebo is planned. The heavy stuc-
‘ asonry base of the house will
i around the pool area as a re
ining wall which defines and final-
the composition of the lower
space by ending in the natural grad
of the site




NEWS

Certainly worthy of comment and commendation
is the growing trend of firms manufacturing building
products to establish scholarships and competition
prizes for architectural students. Two company scholar-
ships recently came to our attention. The Monarch Tile
Manufacturing Company of San Angelo, Texas, offers
two architectural scholarships each year to students in
Texas schools. The Blumeraft Corporation of Pitts-
burgh has announced a $3,000 student scholarship to
be administered by the AIA Foundation. Recipients of
this annual award will be selected by the Committee on
Education.

On the UNM campus, the Kinney Brick Company
offers a scholarship for an architectural student and
the Home Builders Association of New Mexico this
year again held a competition for the design of a proj-
ect house and offered prizes totaling $250.

Gov. Edwin L. Mechem has appointed two archi-
tects to the New Mexico State Board of Examiners for
Architects. Donald P. Stevens of Albuquerque was
named to replace R. W. Graef of Santa Fe, whose term
on the Board had expired. Mr. Steven’s term will serve
until June, 1964.

Mr. Edwin C. French of Roswell was appointed
to fill the vacancy created by the resignation of Frank
M. Standhardt of Roswell. Mr. French's term will ex-
pire June, 1965.

Bainbridge Bunting. associated with the UNM de-
partments of art and architecture, presented an illus-
trated lecture on May 28 in Santa Fe on “Early Domes-
tic Architecture of New Mexico.” Much of the material
for the talk was drawn from the article “The Archi-
tecture of the Embudo Watershed” which Prof. Bunting
wrote for the May-June issue of the New Mexico Archi-
tect. The lecture. given in the placita of the Agnes Sims
Studio, was the first of a series of educational programs
sponsored by the Old Santa Fe Association.

FORMICA .

in laminated plastics.

the new romance

Sink tops, cabinet tops, counters, bars, display oreas .

these are but a few of the many uses you have with Formica.
Formica will not crack or craze, is unharmed by alcohol, fruit
acids, boiling water or temperatures up to 275 degrees. Nine-
teen exciting new colors to choose from. Use this attractive,
durable plastic laminate for all of your home building needs.

Distributed by

PHONE 344-2317
312 INDUSTRIAL NE
ALBUQUERQUE, NEW MEXICO

P. 0. BOX 1098

T
1OBIR Y
pEREES 28 <o,

P. O. Box 1063—Albuquerque, N. M.—530 Bridge Blvd., SW
Telephone CHapel 2-3243

MANUFACTURERS:

PRE-FABRICATED wood roof trusses
MASTER HUNG prehung door units

REPRESENTING:

AMERICAN FABRICATORS COMPANY for
glued laminated arches, beams and
purlins

GLIDE A FOLD bi fold doors
MODULUX fiberesin modular kitchen

cabinets and vanitories

NEW MEXICO’S LEADING MANUFACTURERS
AND REPRESENTATIVES OF

COMPONENTS FOR THE BUILDING
INDUSTRY
REMODEL RESIDENTIAL

COMMERCIAL
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A. W. Boehning, Sr., Architect
1891 - 1962

A. W. Boehning, Sr., was born in Shelbyville, Indiana, on September 27, 1891. Before
his army service during World War |, he was a carpenter and builder. He moved to Albu-
querque in 1920 and began working with the architectural firm of Trost & Trost, under
the U. S. Veterans Bureau of Placement for Disabled Veterans Program,

In 1924, he opened his own architectural office in Albuquerque and designed buildings
of all types throughout New Mexico. He held New Mexico Architectural Registration Num-
ber Four. Serving on the New Mexico Board of Examiners for Architects from its conception
in 1931 until 1950, he was the first Board secretary and later Board chairman.

He served on the New Mexico State Planning Board from 1943 until 1948. He became
a corporate member of the American Institute of Architects, when the New Mexico Chap-

ter was formed in 1947.

The architectural office that he initiated in 1924 is being carried on by his two sons.

How to end up in the

d

IV's easy when you install an air conditioning system. Simply
buy the major components from different manufacturers—refrigera-
fion equipment here, cooling and heating coils there and fans
somewhere else. Put them together. Then try to fix responsibility
for their performance. And there you are—right in the middle.

Perhaps you've saved a few dollars. But whom will you call if
mechanical trouble develops? Which component needs attention?
Where will you turn for service? The answers come easily when you
deal with one responsible supplier of major components—able to
keep the equipment in first-class operating condition.

Although not the only air conditioning manufacturer offering
a broad line of components, Carrier is best prepared to serve the
owner should trouble come. For our company and our dealers main-
tain the largest and best-trained service organization in the business.

spscmv@

WHOLESALE BIITRINUTONY

CENDITIONING
BEQUIPMENT
comrany €

ALBUQUERQUE and EL PASO

THERE MUST BE A REASON
OUR BUSINESS
IS GOOD

Best for Durability
Best for Color Retention
Best for Weather Proofing
An Acrylic Latex for all
Masonry Surfaces

///
AAO00

PAINT MFG. CO.

[

BUiLy. vo LaST

PLASTI-BOND

a paint for every surface

2714 Fourth 5t. NNW. — P.O. Box 6086
344-3558 Albuquerque, New Mexico
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ASBESTOSPRAY

Sprayed-on Fibre

® Acoustical
® Thermal Insulation

@® Fireproofing

Call Your Franchised Applicator

LEGGETTE - BRYANT, Inc.
P. 0. BOX 7247 CH 3-7845

ALBUQUERQUE, NEW MEXICO

FOR
AUTOCLAVED
CONCRETE
BLOCKS

CALL OR SEE

WESTERN
EMPIRE
BUILDERS
SUPPLY

1802 CERRILLOS RD.
SANTA FE, N. M.
YUcca 2-2646

z z Blue Prints

White Prints
Photocopies

M Architects Supplies

Engineers Supplies

L4
deuuice Pickup G Delivary

Blue Streak
Reproductions

417 4th N.W. 128 Quincy N.E.
CH 7-9565 AL 5-8606
30 NMA

CONTRIBUTORS TO THIS ISSUE

Albert Solnit, associate member, A.J.LP. Once a
resident of Greenwich Village, Mr. Solnit is intimately
acquainted with the area in which Miss Jacobs lives.
Principal planner for the New Mexico State Planning
Office, he was formerly planning director for the “Ex-
urban” community of Fairfield. Connecticut.

Dr. David Gebhard, a frequent contributor to the
New Mexico Architect, is Director of the Art Museum
al the University of California. Santa Barbara, Calif.
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