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for New Mexico's thriving

building industry since 1942

Millon & Smith

Mfg. COOI lllc.

500 Phoenix Ave. N.W. Station B, Box 6007

Albuquerque, New Mexico

Prestressed . . .

American Marietta prestressed T beams used as a basic, integral
part of building design in the Atrisco Elementary School. An
economical and practical use of materials as part of the design.
We work with architects, consulting engineers and general con-
tractors all the way from planning state to the finished building.
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American Marietta Company

Concrete Products Division — Southwest District
2800 Second St., S.W., Albuquerque, New Mexico — lIra B. Miller, District Manager
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CHURCH OF OUR LADY OF GUADALUPE

TAOS, NEW MEXICO

McHUGH & HOOKER. BRADLEY P. KIDDER AND ASSOCIATES. ARCHITECTS

In designing a Catholic church today. an architect
is faced with a bewildering choice of new techniques
and building materials, but the basic problem still re-
mains unchanged: to provide a seemly and reverent
environment for the sacrifice of the Mass and the ad-
ministration of the other sacraments of the Church.
Over the centuries this goal was somewhat obscured,
the basic plan had become stereotyped, the ornament
crystalized and even meaningless. An attempt to break
out of this dead-end seems to have taken two directions:
(1) an increasing use of sculpture, marble, mosaic and
other rich materials both on the interior and exterior;
(2) and an increasing use of exposed structural ele-
ments and prefabricated materials in a desperate at-
tempt to achieve freshness or to be different. Either
of these approaches used alone — though it may pro-
vide dazzling or unusual buildings — will surely lead
us farther from a solution of the basic problem and
farther from functional architecture in the truest sense
of that word.

When an individual architect sets out to design
a truly functional church building, a church that has
honesty and integrity and a straightforward expression
of its purpose, he usually comes up against a solid
crust of opposition. The team opposing him may include
the clergy, the parish council. the public. the suppliers
of church goods, the suppliers of building material —
and even his own colleagues in the profession. But
once in a great while the fates will decide to relent,
and the architect will look around to discover with
surprise that he is working with others in a united
effort to produce a really fine church building. In
such a situation where the architect is given great free-
dom in the design, the faith that others have placed in
his judgement carries with it heavy responsibility. Most
architectural laymen — including the clergy — are
not really able to visualize the completed building
from preliminary plans or even from perspective draw-
ings. They must, therefore, trust the architect to give
them a good building. While they have absolved him
from using traditional architecture and ornamental
styles they expect him to adhere to tradition in expres-
sing the timeless and unchanging character of the
Mass, the other sacraments, and the universality of
the Roman Catholic religion.

Just such a fine opportunity, together with its
associated responsibility, was given to our firm in the

commission to design a new church for the parish of
Our Lady of Guadalupe at Taos. When the first pre-
liminary design — itself the result of several years
of study — was presented to the pastor, Monsignor
Albert Chavez. he was immediately enthusiastic and
urged that it be presented to the parish council at an
early date. This alert and realistic group of men
studied the plans and asked intelligent questions until
they felt that they understood what we were trying to
do. then they gave their whole hearted approval to
the design. Next, the pastor and the architect presented
the plans to the )\rcLhishnp of Santa Fe, His Excel-
lency the Most Reverend Edwin Vincent Byrne. The
Archbishop showed both his appreciation of what we
were attempting and real courage when he approved
this unusual building. The archdiocesan building com-
mission next studied and finally approved the plans:
working drawings and specifications were prepared,
and the building is now under construction.

After the basic scheme was decided upon, there
remained the problem of making this non-traditional
huilding fit harmoniously into the landscape and town-
scape of the world-famous community of Taos. Here
economics come to our help. The council decided to
build the church of adobe, and the parishoners said
they would donate the adobes. Then, the Taos Pueblo In-
dians agreed to donate the tree for vigas and the sap-
lings for latillas. We shall thus have a modern church
of vigorous and fresh design using traditional materials
in new ways — not for the purpose of being “different”
hut for the purpose of restoring to the church building
its ancient liturgical expression and integrity.

The first consideration was that the church must
be correct liturgically, and that it must express in
the actual architecture — both inside and out — the
importance of the two great Sacraments of Baptism
and The Holy Eucharist. The altar stands at the point
of focus of all the curving and perspective lines of the
building. It is given added importance by the liturgical-
ly designed canopy, and brought further into promi-
nence by the great quantity of natural light spilling
in from the richly grilled sanctuary window. On
the exterior the location of the altar is marked by the
open belfry. The Baptistry, along with the Confes-
sionals, stands at its proper place at the back of the
church symbolizing the fact that one must be cleansed
from all sin before one approaches the altar to receive

NMA, November - December, 61 5



the Blessed Sacrament. From the nave of the church
one sees the whole of the Baptistry softly lighted from
above and separated from the remainder of the church
only by its open grille. The Baptismal font itself shows
prominently in the natural light from above. To enter
the Baptistry one must go down three steps, and again
this is symbolic of the ancient descent into the river.
On the exterior the Baptistry is expressed by the promi-
nent east tower. The four high tower windows admit
light which is then diffused through the luminous ceil-
ing of the Baptistry.

A very important factor determining the shapes of
this church is, of course, the moving light of the sun.
One must be able to see well in the church, but there
should never be any unpleasant glare. Obviously one
must be able to read a missal anyhere in the church,
but the high altar must be the bright spot. The clere-
storey windows of clear glass and the tall south win-
dows of colored glass will provide a soft, even light
in the nave while the skylights will light the side aisle.
The nave windows stop short of the back portion of the
church — and this also is for a purpose. The back walls
of the church must be shadowy enough so that the soft
light shining through the Baptistry ceiling will stand
out by contrast and point up the importance of the
Sacrament of Baptism.

With modern sound systems in most churches today
it is always possible for the congregation to hear the
sermon. Here it will be possible (without microphones)
for the congregation to hear the Mass itself. The angles
of the side walls of the nave and the angle of the
tilted canopy over the altar have been determined by
acoustical requirements so that everyone in the church
should be able to hear the priest at Mass.

The choir has been located to the side, next to
the sanctuary, but separated from it by a row of
columns. This will make for good rapport between the
celebrant of the Mass and the Choir. It will also allow
the sound of the choir to partake of the acoustical plan-
ning of the chancel area. With the separating columns
the choir may wear street clothes, or it may be vested
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in cassocks and surplices to contribute still more to
the dignity of the sacrifice of the Mass.

In addition to these liturgical and symbolic con-
siderations, this church is designed for function and
the convenience of those who will use it. The ceilings
are kept moderately low to reduce the heating expense.
The main entrances are on the south and the east
where they may be reasonably free from snow and
ice on winter mornings, and there is a long south portal
to allow persons to alight from cars directly under
shelter in bad weather. The small garden enclosed by
this portal is reminiscent of the atrium at Ranchos de
Taos, and serves as an island of peace and reparation
between the commercial hustle of the street and the
serenity and reverence of the interior of the church.

Built of humble materials with a low budget, this
building will depend for effect upon its liturgical order,
its flowing spaces, its use of natural light, and its care-
fully calculated proportions. Using this oldest palette
in the world, we hope to build a church for which the
words of the dedicatory Mass will truly apply: “TER-
RIBILIS EST LOCUS ISTE . . . " — this is indeed

an awesome place, truly the house of God.

—John McHugh

esjimamnm

=kel’

(& NMA, November - December, '61



Problem: Modernization of a house exterior.

Solution: Strong horizontal lines were created by the ad-
dition of a new porch and adjacent carport. The
level of the lawn was raised and textured block was
used for the porch and patio wall

Result: By strong emphasis on horizonal lines and tex-
tured masonry, the appearance of the residence was
greatly improved

f

Problem: The enlargement and modernization of a fur-

niture store on the main street of Carlsbad

Solution: Utilizing laminated wood beams and heavy tim-
ber flooring, a second story was added. A new front
was provided as was refrigerated air conditioning

Result: Of the practical effect of this remodeling, the
owner had only this comment: "after business
doubled we say no more.”

W. T. TATE RESIDENCE, Clovis, New Mexico
James A. Burran, Jr., Architect

REMODELING

SKEEN FURNITURE STORE, Carlsbad, New Mexico
Brittelle and Ginner, Architects
Arthur E. Gorrell, Resident Engineer




Concrete steppers and gracefully curv-
ing concrete block retaining wall add
charm to lily pond setting.

MODERN CONCRETE stimulates intriguing ideas...

Today, many a landscape architect is adding new luster to his reputation through the imag-
inative use of modern concrete. By its very nature, this most versatile of basic materials is
a constant spur to creative new approaches. It can be cast in place or precast, and for infi-
nite variety, it can be colored, “sculptured,” textured or polished. Whatever design effect
you wish to achieve . . . whether budgets are modest or unlimited . . . look to modern con-
crete to realize the full potential of your ideas!

PORTLAND CEMENT ASSOCIATION 120 Madeira Drive, N.E., Albuguerque, New Mexico

A national organization to improve and extend the uses of concrete

P & :
Rugged concrete “islands” provide attractive access Exposed aggregate patio in foreground. Concrete discs form “bridge” in
to tea house. Landscape Architect: Phil Shipley. background. Landscape Architect: Phil Shipley, Bel Air, California.
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RESIDENCE
Mrs, Julia P, Meardon

Santa [Fe, New Mexico

NMA, November - December, '61

ARCHITECT

Robert E. Plettenberg

Garcia Street runs in a
southeasterly direction from
the Santa Fe Plaza winding
up a shallow valley towards
the Mountain of the Sun.
Located about half way
along its route, just after it
crosses the acequia madre,
is the Garcia Street Club. a
privately founded and par-
tially endowed neighborhood
children’s meeting place. The
Club is open the year around
with complete playground
facilities, records. books,
painting classes, el cetera.
for children too young to go
to school.

Next door. stood an old
three-room adobe building,
vacant for years, the prop-
erty overgrown with weeds,
an eyesore on the street and
a potential hazard for the
small children.

Mrs. Julia Meardon, with
limited capital and unlimited
coodwill, decided she wanted
to devote much of her free
time to music lessons for the
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children who attend the Club.
However, due to a recurring phy-
sical disability and recognizing
the limited travel abilities of the
children, she realized that to make
her piano. harpsichord and re-
corder lessons available to them
she would have to live next to the
Club.

Thus a “project”™ was born . . .

Another facet of the already
musically oriented project was the
the need for accommodations for
instrument groups of five or six
that play together and for easy
sealing for an audience of as many
as thirty. Still. it was necessary
that the house be easily kept and
intimate enough to be in scale

for a woman living alone.

The property lines were close
and restricting: thus, the shape of
the lot determined the shape of the
house. The doors had to be wide
enough and cabinets low enough

ST Tamll® .

for possible future use from a

wheelchair, and the floors had to

be vinyl surfaced and on a con-

tinuous level from inside to out-

& side. with the car storage equally

/ . T '__-_37 : accessible from either the kitchen
f f ' door or guest entry.

. . - _ —Robert E. Plettenberg

LEGGETTE - BRYANT, Inc. s rouow

Alb FACE TILE
uquerque BRICK SCR and HOLLOW
BRICK
distributors for
* Acoustical Contractors and Distributors acme
L. ZmDII'E |l"|5"J!GTI|"|g Roof Decks BRICK COMPANY
= Asbestospray Fireproofing ond Acoustical somples:& Titerdture
* Pella Wood Folding Doors and Partitions on request

* Movawall Movable Partitions

* Lemlar Sun Control Louvres K[NNEY BRICK
* Cepco Translucent Ceilings COMPANY, INC.

P. O. Box 86

Ph. TRinity 7-1130
DEPENDABLE AND BONDABLE Office at Brick & Tile Works
5 Miles South on Second Street

CHapel 3-7845 Albuquerque, New Mexico
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: : F. H. A. TERMS
\ America’s Great Name in

QuauTy Doogrs...

Small monthly payments
if desired. Completely
installed and serviced
by expert workmen,

—ANNOUNCEMENT —

We are most fortunate in being selected as
Distributors. in our area, of the Overhead Door
Mfg. Co.

Oldest and largest overhead door manufac-
turers in the United States.

OVERHEAD DOOR COMPANY

of Albuquerque Division of

GARAGE
FACTORY /) WELCH-ERWIN CORPORATION
WAREHOUSE P. O. Box 681 Ph. 243-6638
Albuquerque, New Mexico
. ALBUQUERQUE
AUTOCLAVED TESTING
CONCRETE LAB AT
BLOCKS OR ORY
CALL OR SEE Sub-soil Investigations
WESTERN For Structural and Dam Foundations
EMPIRE Two Drills and Crews now
available for Prompt Service
SH%PE)LE\’RS Laboratory Analysis and
Evaluation of Construction Materials

1802 CERRILLOS RD.
SANTA FE, N. M.
YUcca 2-2646

532 Jefferson St., N.E. — P. O. Box 4101

Phones AL 5-8916 Albuquerque
AL 5-1322 New Mexico

at Blue Prints

White Prints
Photocopies

W Architects Supplies
. Engineers Supplies

Pickup G Delivery

Blue Streak

BUILDERS! CUT COSTS!

PROVEN STRENGTH —
SELECT LUMBER

AUTHORIZED

FABRICATOR G“ p
ROOF TRUSSES

Call or Write for Details @)
FRIENDLY FOLKS +« FOLO-THRU SERVICE g“;{“

E — — \
DL L
Reproductions LN
417 4th N.W. 128 Quincy N.E.
CH 7-9565 AL 5-8606
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This modern store was
one of ten buildings selected
for the first Contemporary
Architects of New Mexico
travelling exhibit in 1959
Beginning with a house built
in 1210, a typical Midwest-
ern, brick veneer, one-story
structure with wooden porch-
es front and back, the reno-
vation was done in three
stages

PHASE 1 of the remodel-
ing (1954), consisted of in-
serting three steel beams
the full length of the build-
ing to support the attic and
roof. Supported by the ex-
terior walls and interior
built-up square steel col
umns, these beams permit-
ted the removal of any of
the load - bearing interior
partitions.

PHASE 2 started imme-
diately upon completion of
the above. The front porch,
with its white Doric columns
was removed, and the twen-
ty-one foot deep extension
was erected. Built at street
level, this addition was to be
used for display of merchan-
dise as was over half the
floor space of the original
house. The balcony in the
extension was to serve Qs
the design office until addi-
tional office space could be
provided at a later date. The
heating system of the old

e A
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What Happened To Wooden Sidewalks?

Wooden Sidewalks Have Been
Replaced Long Ago By Safe,

Maintenance - Free, Permanent
Concrete Sidewalks !

SIMILARLY —
The Progressive man “Who Thinks Things Out” \
is using Aapmex. Floor and roof system on his construction

programs.

"’Iﬂ!x ® is a fast erecting, lightweight con- |

crete, single member slab system that provides a flush ceiling
and level deck, offers low-cost, fire-safe construction, has built in

accoustics and insulation and is maintenance - free —

FOR CONSULTATION:
Call or Write: BOB JANSSON,

Sales Manager

RAaPIDEX « DIVISION OF
LAVALAND HEIGHTS BLOCK CO.. e
515 COORS BLVD.. S.W. ALBUQUERQUE, N. M. CH 7-0423
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residence was augmented by
a new boiler for the front
extension, the heat being de-
livered by radiant system
copper pipes imbedded in
the concrete slab under the
brick floor and in the two
plastered railings of the bal-
CO:Iy

PHASE 3, the design of-
fice, was undertaken in the
Spring of 1961. Since the
completion of Phases 1 and
2, the Architectural Control
Ordinance was passed in
Santa Fe (see NMA Nov. -
Dec., 1960). The new addi-
tion, therefore, had to have
the approval of the Historic
Style Committee. The draw-
ings were approved partially
on the grounds that any-
thing would be an improve-
ment to the existing rear

The old porch was com-
pletely removed and replaced
by a natural finish, redwood
and stone structure. The
stone was secured from the
recently razed state peni-
tentiary in Santa Fe. The
roof is built-up flooring over
a solid two-by-four redwood
decking. The flooring is two-
by-four fir decking with a
one-eighth inch space be-
tween; the heat rises
through this space from
four-inch by four-inch ra-
diation suspended below this
decking. The floor extends
three feet six inches beyond
the sliding glass windows to
form a platform for redwood
planter boxes.

The cover photograph
shows the entry portal to
the design office (phase 3).

Interior Display Room

Interior Design Office

Interior Design Office




CENTERLINES

A (ONTEMPORARY -!}l___ LS

THE

SANDOVAL, N. M.

ARCHITECTS
JOHN P. CONRON
DAVID DERYCK LENT

STRUCTURAL
WDOD & DELAPP

MECHANICAL
JAMES L. BREESE, 111
ROBERT E. JENSEN

PHOTOGRAPHS
JEAN RODGERS OLIVER

CENTERLINE
SOUTH



Problem: A leaky-roofed,
leaning adobe garage was
to be remodeled into a con-
temporary giff and furni-
ture store as @ branch of the
Santa Fe Centerline, Inc

Structure: A buttress sys-
tem employing exterior ma-
sonry pilasters and inside
wooden posts was devised to
stabilize the leaning adobe
walls. Existing wood trusses
were renailed and rein-
forced. From these an in-
sulated accoustical ceiling
was suspended. llumina-
tion was provided by fixed
fluorescent panels and Trol-
ler ducts for adjustable in-
candescent spots, A new
brick floor was laid in sand
over existing oil-stained and
chipped concrete. Further
improvements included a
new aluminum roof, refrig-
erated air and a heating
system.

Facade: The old opening
to the garage was filled
with double glass doors. This
opening was also provided
with a sliding barn door of
wood to protect the glass
from possible vandalism. A
portico of carefully detailed
wood members retains the
pitch of the original roof

Rear patio: Glass doors at
the rear of the show room
open on a walled rear patio
and reveal a fine view of the
mountains. Recently opened,
the show room will soon be
supplied with additional dis-
play cubes and an eight-
foot - high, free - standing,
storage-display partition




Introducing the new "SLUMPROK" created by CREGO

e gl
‘-
Sandstone, Adobe, Gray and Terra Cotta | Py

A new masonry product (Hollowcore) CREGO BLOCK CO, Inc.
allowing a double faced wall 6026 Second NW DI 4-3475
with soft shadows and highlights. Albuquerque, New Mexico

These blocks meet and surpass i fie-
. .. . Makers of the finest autoclave
all ASTM and minimum code requirements products in New Mexico

Specify Butler when the requirement is
to design an appropriately functional
and beautiful structure on a low budget
Butler steel components are pre-engi
neered to AISC and AISI requirements

Good Shepherd Evangelical Lutheran Church
4935 Hondo Pass, El Paso

AGUIRRE AND ASSOCIATES, ARCHITECTS

" BANES @

ALBUQUERQUE . EL PASO
HOBBS + FARMINGTON

PHOENIX + TUCSON

T
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In 1959, Mr. and Mrs. Bremer pur-
chased a ten year old Territorial
style house. This was a bold move
because the building had not been
(Il"l'l]l)if_'l-l rl)l‘ over two '\_'FL"'S ill]('l was
in very poor condition. However, it
had the size and the location that
the Bremers were searching for. Their
problem. then, was to make this
building into a home a liveable.
comfortable, fun-to-be-in  home —
for their family. The only solution
was to renovate the entire house in-
side and out.

The interior was completely re-
plastered and painted, and tile was
installed in the bathrooms. The east
wall of the living room received wal-
nut paneling. Partitions were re-
moved or re-located to make the
space a nicer place in which to live.
A workshop, which had previously
h[‘lf]] lhf' ,‘-!i‘l'ﬁ,'-’l'- was l't’mnd(:ll!d illl('-'
a family room. What had formerly
been a porch, screened on two sides.
was converted into a den with glass
walls on two sides. Two flush slab
doors and a large panel of textured
gla:-‘s create the transition between
the den and the living room. The fire-
place, which was in an unfortunate
location, was removed. Two ineffic-
ient floor furnaces were replaced by
a central steam heating system with
baseboard radiation.

The aesthetic change of the ex-
terior is quite apparent. Most of the
drab Territorial appearance was
covered with a new coat of stucco,
while smaller areas have been covered
with vertical wood siding. The tra-
ditional Pueblo motif is carried
through with a truthful expression
of contemporary materials and tech-
nology.

The front of the house has been re-
phrased with the addition of a col-
onnade to soften the west sun and to
provide a carport. At each end of the
colonnade, two planes of wall, per-
|1t'ndit'ulﬂr to the p]anc of the facade.
were added to form a pleasing en-
closure for the colonnade. This new
range of columns is reminiscent of
the traditional colonnade. but it is
carried out with contemporary de-
tails. The interesting play of sun and
shadow created by the simple mass-
ing of the unadorned walls is an ex-
pression of the Indian Pueblo. Where
large windows (desirable by people
who enjoy contemporary living, but
not compatible with traditional
Pueblo) were located, the facing ma-
terial was changed from stucco to
wood paneling. This different ma-
terial with a change in color and tex-
ture provides a pleasing transition

REMODELED RESIDENCE FOR
ME. AND MRS. HENRY M. BEREMER
ALBUQUERQUE. NEW MEXICO

BOEHNNING & BOEHNING, Archiiects and Engineer

from massive stucco area to large glass area. As a resull the large windows
do not appear to be out of scale with the heavy appearance of the stucco
walls.

An economical analysis of this “new” house shows that the Bremers
purchased the old house. the acre of land that it sits on, and completely
remodeled the house for a total cost of about £24.000.00. Since the house
now contains 2,600 square feet of floor space, their total investment amounted
to $9.23 per square foot. Future plans call for remodeling the kitchen and
installing a prefabricated fireplace in the den. Photography A. W. Boehning,

Jr.




A SMALL STUDIO
OLD TOWN

ALBURBUERGBUE, NEW MEXICDO

ROBERT WALTERS, ARCHITECT

The original building was an adobe box 16
feet square. The wood plank floor was nearly
on grade and the 12 inch adobe walls were un-
plastered both inside and out. Roof construction
consisted of 10” vigas and rough-sawn plank-
ing topped by several inches of dirt. Built as a
store room about 50 years ago, a poorly propor-
tioned fireplace had been added at a later date.

Since the wolls and vigas were still sound,
they were left in place. New door and window
openings were cut, and other than a four foot
storage addition at the back, no other major
structural changes were made. A new wood floor
on sleepers was laid over the old plank; electricity
was installed and a new asphalt roof added; the
existing fireplace was renovated; walls were plas-
tered and so were ceiling areas between vigas.
Adjacent to the new door, space was left for a
panel of stained glass which was later completed

general
pumice

corporation

santa fe
new

mexico
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with the advice of John Tatschl. Total cost of the renovation, ex-
clusive of labor which was done by the architect-owner, was $500.

As the photographs illustrate, the exterior form was altered
from a mere box to @ more sculptural form. The monolithic quality
remains through the simple shapes against the major form. The
shape at the entry affords protection without interrupting the basic
mass. Inside, the even north light and the direct simplicity of the
enclosed space has the serenity necessary for a painter’s studio.

PHOTOGRAPHS OF COMPLETED STRUCTURE

BY J. FREDERICK LAVAL
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NEW | BRANDS
*

NEW | VERSATILITY

NEW | POPULARITY
_

Increasing demand from home-
owners and businessmen for the
economy and efficiency of gas air
conditioning and heating systems is
turning additional manufacturers to
production of gas-fired equipment.

Result: A broad selection of efficient
systems for residential, commercial
and industrial applications.

Whether requirements call for a
three-ton residential unit, or a 3,000-
ton industrial installation, you'll
assure your customers the most
economical and efficient service by
specifying gas-fired equipment. For
details on gas heating and air condi-
tioning, please contact

SOUTHERN ?% UNION

GAS

COMPANY

NOTES ON READING

John Burchard and Albert Bush-Brown
THE ARCHITECTURE OF AMERICA
Little, Brown and Co., Boston, 1961  $15.00

NOTE: The editors include the reaction of two re-
viewers to the same book this issue. THE ARCHITECTURE
0F AMERICA has been regarded by critics generally as
a book of major importance,

1. John Burchard, Pean of the Humanities and
Social Sciences at M.L.T., and Albert Bush-Brown, As-
sociate Professor of Architecture at M.L.T., were com-
missioned by the American Institute of Architects to
write a history of American architecture from the seven-
teenth thruug]'l the mid twentieth century as part of
the Centennial Celebration of the Institute. The present
book is a result of their labors. Without reservation it
is the best single history of American architecture
which has yet been written. Since the authors are pri-
marily concerned with the relationship of architecture
to its social and cultural environment, their study goes
far beyond that of a mere factual history of buildings
and city planning. Each phase of our architecture is
critically discussed and examined. Whether one always
agrees with their conelusions is of minor importance;
what matters is that each of us is forced to re-examine
eritically many ideas which we have always accepted.
A case in point would be their discussion of our own
southwestern architecture; “A writer in the Architectur-
al Record of 1923, Rose Henderson, suggested ‘The
Indians were the first cubists in this country,” and she
praised the modern cubist revival work of Caros Vierra
whose house at Santa Fe of 1922 was an imitation of
the old pueblo buildings.” = . . .in 1926 the Record
willingly went along with the joke by a full article
entitled “The Southwest Develops Native Architecture.’
The joke was less funny in 1929 when it encouraged
Albert Chase McArthur to build a pueblo village for
the Arizona-Biltmore Hotel at Phoenix.”

—David Gebhard

2. The Architecture of America, a book for archi-
tects and laymen alike, concerns the architectural de-
velopment of the past 100 years in this country. Not
written in the usual historical terms of dates and
stylistic descriptions, it reveals, instead, an unfolding
and developing concept of American architecture.
The authors emphasize the major architectural problems
that designers at different periods turned their atten-
tions toward, what they seemed to think was important
about architecture, how they approached their prob-
lems and, above all, how the architecture they produced
was shaped by the cultural level and values of a given
period.

In order to examine how American architecture
has been effected by these cultural forces, a systematic
historical inventory is made of important aspects of
our growing culture: population, science, engineering
and technology, industrial consolidation and organiza-
tion, transportation, building practices, aesthetic and
philosophical questions. With this survey at the be-
ginning of each chapter, the various categories of build-
ings erected by a given generation is then examined.
Significantly enough the early chapters contain more
discussion about private residences, churches and mon-
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umental civie buildings: later chapters discuss housing
developments, commercial and factory architecture and.
above all, city planning.

With a canvass so vasl, there is an understandable
tendency to deal in generalizations. Nevertheless, the
best parts of the book (dealing with the development
of the skyscraper in Chicago. for example) are those
that deal with specific problems and take time to ana-
lvze individual edifices in detail.

At the same time the authors do not neglect archi-
tectural evaluations. Rather than the indiscriminate
praise of authors who have become partisans of the
subject about which they write. Messers Burchard and
Bush-Brown maintain strict standands in their evalua-
tions. They do not, for example, let the romantic cir-
cumstances of pretentious buildings erected in nine-
teenth century mining towns blind them to architectural
limitations no matter how interesting this work might
be as social history.

The literary style of the book is al once a greal
asset and a partial drawback. So persuasively, even
poetically is it written that certain weak points in the
argument relating architecture to its cultural ante-
cedents are glossed over or too easily inferred by free-
flowing phrases. On the other hand, the authors’ apt-
ness in turning a phrase, their freshness of insight,
and their incisive architectural characterization are a
source of great pleasure for the reader.

Several subsidiary themes are of particular in-
terest. One such topic that comes up from time to time
considers architectural regionalism. and various rea-
sons are advanced for its disappearance. Another re-
occuring topic of discussion concerns the generally
conservative social outlook evidenced by the archi-
tectural profession. By and large architects have sat
complacently on the side of the status quo, and it is
sobering to realize how few leaders of reform or in-
tellectuals alert to the burning issues of the day the
profession has provided.

The Architecture of America is an important book.
It underscores again the fact. which we all more or
less accept but need to be reminded of in the force-
ful manner of these authors, that architecture does not
grow in the vacuum of capricious stylistic innovation.
It develops, instead, in response to specific demands and
limitations thal society at a given moment place upon
it. This volume also marks a new and desirable direc-
tion in the writing of architectural history. Rather
than the uncritical acclamations that too many writers
on the subject fall into, this book contains discrimi-
nating architectural criticism. The only major excep-
tion to this statement is the somewhat untempered
praise of Frank Lloyd Wright.

In addition the book is the fairest evaluation of
late nineteenth century American architecture yet to
appear. For the first time the period receives almost
sympathetic treatment. Indeed the authors go so far as
to concede a certain value in the work of such Worlds
Fair Classic architects as McKim or Hunt. At least they
are discerning enough to absolve these men of the
“dishonesty”™ of which they have been accused by
writers of the last generation. This new appraisal of
the “polite” architecture of the 1900 era seems to in-
dicate that we are finally beginning to get enough
historical perspective to “see past”™ one of our archi-
tectural blind spots.—Bainbridge Bunting
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When specifying
Glazed Structural Tile
rely upon

ROBCO “Precision

Quality”

for the installation
that you and your
client want

All 15 beautiful
colors at the same

low price

NEW MEXICO MAREBLE
AND TILE CO.. INC.

243-5541 — 414 Second St., S.W.
Albuquerque

BLUEPRINT COMPANY

Albuquerque’s Oldest Blue Print Company — Since 1928

BLUE PRINTS « BLACK & WHITE
PRINTS » PHOTO COPIES = CAM-
ERA REPRODUCTIONS = MULTI-
LITH PRINTING
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Exclusive Distributor for Keuffel & Esser
A. S. KIRKPATRICK, JR., MGR.
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NEW FYRE
RATINGS

for improved

MONO-KOTE

If you have encountered Zonolite Mono-
Kote before, you know of its good working
characteristics, high speed application and
low cost. Now we have improved Mono-
Kote still further to increase its fire resist-
ance. The new fire ratings as established by
Underwriters’ Laboratories, Inc., are:

BLEND SYSTEM DECK—7¢" Mono-Kote
applied direct-to-steel, following contours,
3-hour fire rating. 14" Mono-Kote, applied
direct-to-steel, following contours, 2-hour
fire rating.

CELLULAR FLOOR- 14" Mono-Kotebelow
filled flutes provides a fire rating of 3 hours.

BEAMS—114"” Mono-Kote applied direct-
to-steel, following contour, 5-hour fire rat-
ing. 1” Mono-Kote applied direct-to-steel,
following contour, 3-hour fire rating.

A complete summary of fire tests on im-
proved Mono-Kote is yours for the asking.
Mail the coupon below,

Southwest Vermiculite Co.

1822 First Street, Northwest, Albuquerque, New Mexico
Phone CHapel 7-2244

CLIP AND MAIL TODAY

Gentlemen: Please send me technical data and latest
fire test information on Zonolite Mono-Kote.

NAME TITLE

FIRM

ADDRESS = -
CITY __ZONE__STATE S

We invite you to consider us as
your concrete headquarters . . . .
Albuquerque’s Quality Concrete.

Albuquerque Gravel
Products Company

Albuquerque, New Mexico

600 John St., SE  Phone CH 2-5265
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