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Permo-Lite - Consistent ly Highest Quality Lightweight
Concrete Masonry

RAPI DEX - Fast, Lightweight Single-Member Floor &
Roof System, Offers Flush Accoust ical
Ceiling, Level Deck, Economical Fire-
Safe Construct ion and is Ma intenance-free

Threodline - The Amazing "New and M ighty Mortar" Offers
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roster of firms, new mexico chapter omenccn institute of architects

ALBUQUERQUE DIVISION

Rob ert G. Biddle
H~ San Ma teo, N E

Boehning & Itoe hn ine . Ass oc.
I R ~ :l Lomas Bl vd. , N E

lt r-it tvl lc-Ginncr &. Assoc .
11. Qu in cy , N E

F'Iat ow, Moore . Bryan &. Fai rburn
IR~O Lo ma s Bl vd . . NE

W. E. Bur k , J r .
512 Yal e Bl vd .. SE

.Jo.... en h Bu rwindl e
26 02 Ce ntra l, S E

Arth ur W . Dekk e r
207 Sa n Pedro. NF.:

Fe t-z uson , Steve ns , Mallory & Pearl
li S Amh erst D,·. . SF.:

La w ren ce A. Garci a
Ba nk of New Mexico

W a lter A . Ga t h ma n
274S San Mateo. NE

L ou is G. Hes aelden
213 F ourth s i. , SW

K r-ue er. Lak e & Hender son
S2S San P ed ro . NE. N o. 204

J am es S. Liberty
1100 Her-mosa Dr .. SE

Richar-d 1'. Miln er
616 Cent ra l. SE , N o. 205

Au gu st A. Neuner
120 Va ssar . SE

It. E . P hillippi
2215 Cochiti , Farmington

J uhn 13 . Reed
SIS Ce nt rn l. NE

general

pumice

H. H. S m-i rur mnn
H I ·I A vontd a del So l, N F.:

Franc is St a nh-y. Inc.
1:117 San Pedro. N~:

Gl'orge W rnrh t
1100 S ilver. SEo Unit n

SANTA FE DIVISION

.l a mes lt r-u ne t
109 W us h hur tu n A ve.

Kenneth S. Clark
:~50 E. P al a ce Ave.

Joh n P. Con r on & Da vid de H, Len t
:!07 Lin coln A ve .

Al ex n n-lv r Gir a rd
I'. O. Box 707

Rlchurd Halfo nl
P . O. Box 1158

H olie n & Buck ley
P . O. Box 668

Fo .... t e r H ya t t
1579 Canyon Road

\V . C. Kr uuer & As soc.
1'. O . Box 308

Me lf usrh, H oo ker & Kidde r
717 C anyon Houd

A lle n McNow n
Rt. I . Box 206

John Gaw M eem
1' . O . Box 62R

Rober-t P fet t e nberjr
1:100 Ca nyo n Road

Philippe Re lr!i st er
109 w aahirurt on Av e .

LOll is Wa lk cr
907 Ca mino Sa nta nder

Ur ban W eidn er
Radi o Pl aza

W o lg n mood & Milli ngt on & Ass oc.
Leus ic Bid)!., Room -1

l-:ul'l I ' . \Voml
lauo L uis a

SOUTHERN DIV ISION

J u rnes A. B ut-r-an
Box 11 2:1. Clov i,

Edw in C. Frenc h
Bux 237 , Ros well

A rth ur Gorrcl
209 " I," St reet. Ca r lsbarl

GporKe Gra ves
717 T u rn er, Hobh~

W . T . Ha r ri s
Box 65S . H obb,

G. .I erom e Ha rtner
1222 Ba rk e r Rd . . L as Cr-uces

Hu gh Row land
Box 9:12. Roswell

Shae ffe r, Me r r ill & P endlet o n
Box 8S:I , C lovis

W . Ker n S m it h
5 14 N . Ca na l S t ., Car ls ba d

F ran k M. Standhardt & As soc.
Box 56S, Ro swell

.Iumcs H . Voll
I S17 N. Ohio. Roswel l

R. L . Wh am
Box fj72, Hohhs

corporation

santa fe

new

mexico
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See us for all

forms of bonding

.Albuquerque's oldest

and largest exclusive

Insurance agency

30 9 Son Francisco S t ree t
P. O. Box 1024 . Phone YU 3-7395
Santo Fe N ew Mex i co

co.

o Source Finders for Archi­

tects. VVe Encourage Your

Inquiries For Hard To

Find Building Ma terial. 0

BIG JO LU BE

eLI TON P.
ANDERSON
Ag"enc.y, Inc.

215 Fifth St., SW.

CHapel 3-5664

Albuquerque

NOTES AND NEWS

Th e Tenth A nnual Conjerence of th e Wcstc rn ~I oun ·

ta in Di strict of th e A IA will be held in Hcn o. Nevada
o n e p te m her 2 1. 22, 23 . The th eme of th e c~n ference
is " P u b lic Agenci es in Co mm u n ity Devel opment: The
Politi cs o f Archit ecture." S pe a ke rs for th e m eetings in ­
clude: Henry L. Wri~ht , vice-pres ide nt, AlA; architect
Donald Hhea, Allan Tcmku, architectural c r it ic ; Eu gen e
Burdick . political sc ientist , Un ive rs ity o f Ca l ifo rn ia .

Concre te dome. N umcrous s pecta to rs wer e on hand
during th e la st da ys of J ul y to witn ess th e ra ising of
th e precast. 450 ton conc re te dome at th e new Gran t

choo l. near Los A ltos pa rk in A lbuq ue rque. The
fo lde d pl ate dome of 93 foot d ia meter b ut on ly 4 to
g inch es thick wa s cast o n th e ground ea rl y in th e
s ummer. Twelve pOlI'crfulj al:ks were need ed to raise
th e d om e to a hei ght of n ine fee t. hut th e m ovem ent
wa s so ~rad u a l as to he a lmost impe rceptible. This
wa s th e fir st use o f th e lift-slab process in thi s a rea
in th e ere ct io n of a co nc rete do me . Movi es o f th e o pe ra·
ti on were made h y th e Portland Ce me n t Associati on .

The G ra n t schoo l, 11 co m b ina t io n junior hi gh and
el ementary sc hoo l designed b y Flatow, Moore. Br yan
and Fairburn, is heing built a t th e eco no m ica l figure
o f ~9.34 a sq ua re foo t. tru ctural eng ineer ing for th e
building was don e b y Hobert D. Krau se ; mech anical
co nsu lt a nts Brid gers a nd P a xt on; el ectrical co ns u ltant
Uh l and Lopez. Ge ne ra l contrac to r fo r th e proj ect is
K. L. Hou se. The sift-slnh co ntract o r was V agtborg
Lift- lab Co r p. of Los Angeles.

John P. Couron, cha ir ma n o f th e Sa nta Fe divisi on
o f th e ew Mexico AlA , has been appointed b y Ma yor
Leo Murph y o f Sa nta Fe to th e S ister City Co m m ittee :
T ow n Affiliati on P ro gra m o f th e American Municipal
Association. Th is Town Affili ati on Program seeks to
bring together th e peoples of tw o cit ies in different
parts o f th e world fo r an ex ch a nge o f cu lt u ra l in sight s .
Over 100 . . c it ies ha ve a lready undertak en such pro·
g rams . Sa n ta Fe ha s not ye t ch osen her s is te r c i t ~ , hut
is int erest ed in th e ge ne ra l area of So uth America.

Urban C. W eidn er. AlA has been appointed b)
Ma yor Murph y of Sa nta Fe to th e Municipal Housing
Codc Committee to develop a hou sing co de for th e
c ity of Sa nta Fe.

D Oli P. Schleg« ], chu irma u o f th e Albuquerque di ­
visio n o f th e sta te A IA, is se rvi ng as cha ir ma n o f th c
co m m ittee to revi se th e hu iId ing co de o f Bernal i1I0
co u nty.

Monar ch Tile Mj~.. Inc.. a lon g time a dve rtise r
in th e i\'M A and well-known producer and di stributo r
o f tile in th e South wes t. has ex pa n de d its o rga niza t io n
with th e ad d it io n o f three new o ff ices : a Di visi on Office
in Denver with Mr. Jack Thompkins as manager, a
No r th wes t T exa s Divisi on Office in Mid land with ;\1r.
Tom \Va rd as manager, and th e appointment of an
archi tectural cons ultan t, Mr. George P etty, to th e West­
ern Division in Phoenix . Headquarters of Monarch Ti le
are in an An gel o, Texas. outhwest Ceramic Di stribu­
tors, 2500 South Second . are Albuquerque representa ­
ti ves o f M onarch Tile.

Arkla Air Condi tio ning Co., o f Littl e Hock , A rk. ,
somet ime a dver tisers in th e NM A. have a nno unced an
ac ross-the- board reduction o f lOO on all of it s r esi­
dential ce ntra l cool ing-heating units. This reduction
makes th e S u n Vall ey I!as air co nd it ion ing prices 2 7 7<
less than th e y were in 1% 7.
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BULLETIN-

N ow we'll run Concealed Telephone
ltViring in the homes you' re building at
N O COS T to yOlt or your client .

Concealed Telephone Wiring is now yours for the asking.
Just by calling our business office, you can have this extra
feature installed DURING CONSTRUCTION. And when the
job is finished, your client will have telephone outlets in
every room in his new home, where he might want an ex­
tens ion telephone, the new Bell Chimes or our handy Home
Interphone.

If you're planning one house or one hundred, plan on free
Concealed Telephone Wiring. Just give us a call.

MOUNTAIN STATES TELEPHONE

We invite you to consider us as
your concrete headquarters .. . .
Albuquerque's Quality Concrete.

Albuquerque Gravel
Products Company

Albuquerque, New Mexico

600 John St., SE Phone CH 2-5265

S tud ent fellowships. This past summer the Fort
Burgwin Research Cent er , Pot Cree k, N. M., gave fel­
lowships to two n iversit y of New Mexi co stude nts to
mea sure hui ldings of hi sto r ic an d arch itectu ral interest
ill the vic ini ty of Taos, N. M. Hecipients of th e fellow­
ships wer e Wi lliam Sims, fourth yea r a rc h itect ura l stu­
dent. and Miss Lee Booth, third yea r art stude nt. They
worked unde r the directi on of George C. Pearl a nd
Bainbridge Bunting in co ns ulta tion with Fr ed Wendorf
and Herbert Dick, Direct ors of Fort Burgwin . Fiv e
houses and a ll abandoned Pen itente morada were meas­
ured and draw n. React ion to the sp lendid work of these
stude nts was so enth uias tic that there is a stro ng po s­
sihilitv that the Foundati on will puhli sh the drawings
thi s wint e r.

BOUt;lUETS TO THE NMA

Dear Mr. Bri tte lle:
Permi t me to compl iment the New Mexico

Chapter, American Institute of Architects, on
your excellent magaz ine, the " New Mexico
Architect."

No special issue is in mind as they are uni­
formly good. It is a neat, well arra nged, pro­
fess ional appearing publicat ion, a top notch job.

E A. Robert s, Executive Secretary
N. M. Soc. Professional Engineers

Dear Mr. Bunting :
Several of the arch itec ts who make up the

editorial board of Northwest Arch itect read with
interest the story entitled " Responsibility of A r­
chitect to Owners" by Har ry M. Prince in the
July-August issue of your magazine. We would
like to reprint it in our next issue.

Fred M il ler, Jr., Editorial Production
Northwest Arch itect Published by
M innesota Soc iety of Archi tects.

Dear Bainbridge Bunting :
Since somebody must be thanked for the

May-June 1961 " New Mexico Archi tect " - it
might as well be you, especially because of the
fine art icle " EI Zaguan ." Your photo and Bart ­
lett Gilbert's drawings are very good indeed.

Earl H. Reed, F.A.I.A. Chairman,
Committee on Preservation
of Historic Buildings, A. IA

Dear M r. Bunting :
I have been reading with interest for some

li me now your fine publication and wish to com­
mend you on its development.

I find Mr. Plet tenberg's art icle "And the
Front Yard is in the Back" in the July-August '61
issue to be par ticularly appropriate, well wri tten
and thought provoking.

Congratulat ions and good luck.
Roy M. Pooley, A.IA, Jacksonville, Fla.

The editors are very appreciative of these letters
which indicate that at least a few people read our bi­
monthly compilations.
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Residence for
MR. and MRS. JOHN D. ROBB, JR.
Don P. S chlegel, AIA., A rchitect

Th is commodious residence has been designed for
a large family on a ten acre t ract in the North Val ley
area of Albu querque. The plan establishes four distinct
zones: a bedroom wing, a kitchen-family ac tivi ty area,
a living-music-dining section, and a large studio. One
requirement of the clients was that each room have a
gocd view of the mountains .

The design represents an attempt to evolve an
appropriate regional archi tect ure for the Southwest
through theory rat her than merely by using tradi tional
materials. Hence the blocky pylons of masonry, the
high ceil ings and a massing which c loses off the south­
westerly winds. Materials are red sandstone and stained
wood; br ick will be used for the floors. A natural ter­
race upon which a part of the house wil l be built is
to be landscaped. The rest of the acreage wi ll be
in pasture.

CEN T RA L CHR IS T IA N CHU RCH
A lbuquer que, N . M.
A rt hur W. Dekker , AlA., A rch itect

Thi s sketch shows the fir st building phase of a
much larger church which will be buil t at Aztec and
Amherst st reets, NE., Al buquerque. This design provides
for the needs of a new but growing congregation which
requires present quarters that can later be incorporated
Into a larger church . The building represen ted con­
tains the temporary sanctuary seating 250, which can
also be ut il ized as a social area, ki tchen, church off ices
and class room space - comprising some 5,6CX) square
feet. The master plan will convert this presen t sanc­
tuary into a Fellowship Hall and additional class rooms
when the large 700 seat sanc tuary is built.

Construction is wood with river stone accents; the
roof covering is 4 inch tongue and groove decking
Construc tion began la te last December.

. .
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PRO..JECTS

A

CHURCH

FOR

SANTA FE

Mark

Heym an

A study of New Mexico's outstanding arch itecture
of the past leads me to conclude that our regional
tradit ion may be defined by these three precepts:
• Use the most appropriate materials available ••
Employ these materials according to contemporary
technology • • • Design for the local cl imate and
contemporary life.

For the 20th century, what architecture would con­
form to our regional trodit ion? Th is design for a small
church for Santa Fe is an attempt to answer this
question - M ar k Heym an .

walls - adobe of varying th ickness, depending on
height; plastered with adobe outside, textured white
plaster mside. Highest wall is 32 feet.
roof - wood decking on laminated wood beams; roof
overhangs approximately 3 feet.
natural lighting - 24 ' x 5' clerestory to the East,
three narrow stained gla ss apertures to the W est,
and a series of small c ircular skylights to wash light
down rear walls. Foyers have floor-to-ceiling gla ss open­
mqs to East and West.

Mr. Architect and Mr. Builder

We Solicit Your Inquiries
SERVICE IS OUR SPECIALTY

"

FENESTRA BUILDING PRODUCTS-Windows, Doors, Panels
BARBER-COLli/AN CO.-Overhead Doors, all types
STRAITS MANUFACTURING CO.- Plastic Folding Doors
CAPITOL PRODUCTS CORP.-Aluminum Windows
SLiDEVIEW DOOR & WINDOW CO.- Patio Doors
RICHMOND FIREPROOF DOOR CO.-Special Hollow Metals

BEMCO CURTAINWALL

AMERICAN WINDOW COMPANY

Builders Block & Stone Co., Inc.
P. O. Box 972 • MAin 2-1321

ROSWELL, NEW MEXICO
Wm. (Billl Derby

Builders Block & Supply Co., Inc.
P. O. Box 1391 • JAckson 6·5611

LAS CRUCES, NEW MEXICO
C. LlCharliel O'Neal

MANUFACTURERS OF CINCRETE AND PUMICE BLOCKS

NMA, Septemb er · October , '61



Placing concrete for roof of G.P-.M. Soutlucay S tore. St. Louis.
M o. A rchitect: M anuel M orris. K ansas City. Al a. S tructural
Engineer: Dutton l1iggs. K ans as City. st« General Contractor:
M illstone Construction , I nc.• S t. Louis. M o.

Special liftin g device rai sin g [ormuorlz

Only 6 weeks needed to roof 120,000 sq. ft. store

with concrete hyperbolic paraboloids
In the building of the new G.E.M. Southway De­
partment Store, St. Loui s, doors opened for busi­
ness just 85 working days after award of the con­
struction contract. A major rea son for the record­
time completion of this one-story, one-area shopping
center lay in the concrete shelI roof.

The roof is composed of 50 reinforced concrete
hyperbolic paraboloids. Each of these umbrelIa­
shaped shells is supported by a 24-inch diameter
concrete column. Through the efficient re-use of only
5 sets of forms, sizable savings in both time and

labor were effected. AlI 50 shelIs, eac h 47~ ft. square
and 2~ inches thick , were completed within 6 weeks .

Construction of the hyperbolic paraboloids was
done in rows . Thus, masonry, plastering and other
trades began work as soon as a row was completed .

This is another good example of the way improved
techniques have made shelI roof designs economi­
calIy practical for structures of alI types and sizes .
No wonder strueturalIy strong con crete is the choice
of more and more engineers and builders! Write for
technical facts. (Free in U.S . and Canada only.)

PORTLAND CEMENT ASSOCIATION
120 Me d ei re Dr- ive . N.E.. f ib -rque rq ue . New Mex ico

A nat iona l organization to improve and extend the uses of concrete

FOR STRUCTURES . . .
MODERN

concrete



Residence of

Mable Dodge Luhan
Taos. New Mexico

One of the most famou s domi ciles in
a ll of lew Mexico is the rambling, hos­
pitable and thor oughl y engagin g house
that Mabel Dodge Luhan designed and
had built over a fift een year peri od in
Ta os. Beginn ing in 1922 with a simpie
New Mexico farmh ouse of four rooms,
the structure grew over the years to a
complex structure 450 feet in length ,
stru ng out along the bank of an irr iga­
tion ditch and organized ar ound a mag­
nificent entra nce court. Although de­
signed as 11 unit , the main gro up com­
prises two sepa rate resid ences, the
smalle r of which, to the so uth, was
later bought by the Ta os a rtist Victor
Higgin s. Actually Mrs. Luhan 's build­
ing activities did not stop here but con­
tinu ed with five other smalle r houses
(not illustrated here ) distributed around

11 low-l yin g ejido or common meadow.

A

B



Photographs Bainbridge Bunting
Photographic pr ints - Mary Utsinger
Sketch plan Bar tlett Gilbert
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E

Th e work of an amateur architect. which results
inevitabl y in certa in makeshifts, the design is still of
extrao rdina ry interest. Bits from old 'ew Mexico
houses or element s br ought from Old Mexico or Eu­
rope ar e incorporated into thi s ad ob e structure along­
side the simplest of stock mill work or new doors
carve d by [ew Mexican craftsmen. Th e design lik e­
wise fuses ele ments deriv ed from Puebl o and Spanish

Colonial archi tect ure or gently recalls Tu scan villas
such as the one Mrs. Luh an restored prior to World
War I. Yet the extraordinary thin g is the way in
which these disparate element s and inspirations ha ve
been fused into a harmoni ous design by the builder.
Th e relation of house and gardens is also effectivel y
handled. Mrs. Luhan 's archit ectural work is deser vin g
of a ser ious study.- BaiT/ brif/ge BUT/liT/g

F





photog raphs by Lee Mormon

COMMODITY, FIRMNESS , and MUD*

Left and right . Dining room fi replace in residence of
M r. and Mrs. Jim Sanders, Tome, New Mexico.

onobservations

adobe.

George Clayton Pearl

with

personal

iC Th e V itruuian tr inity of "com m odity, fir m.
ness. and deli gh t" has been used as the tex t
of man r recent architectural serm ons. Th e
elentent of delight in particular has been
preached from som e of our best pulpits b,l
~rill/'faced architectu ral priests.

Adobe is soft, imprecise, and so luble in water.
It is st ro ng in co mpress ion, weak in tension , a nd
eno r mo us ly heavy. It cos ts less tha n any othe r
ma ter ia l o f which a man ca n build a house, and it
is avai lab le in ab undance wherever th ere is a pat ch
of the ea r th 's surf ace whi ch has not vet been cove red
with bi tumi nous pa ving , Ad obe is th e most humbl e
of a ll m ateri a ls. yet th e primeval sy mbo ls of its
digni ty and its responsiv eness to the will of th e
a rtificer a re the mu dd y hands of Jehovah hui ld ing
Ada m oi .t of wet dust.

some

building



acme
BRI CK COMPANY

samples & literatur e
on request

Blue Print s

White Prints

Photocopies

Architects Supplies

Engineers Supplies

Pickup & Delivery

COMMON

BRICK
FACE

BRICK

distr ibutors for

HOLLOW
STRUCTURAL

TILE
SCR ond HOLLOW

BRICK

417 4th N.W.
CH 7-9565

128 Quincy N.E.
AL 5-8606

K INNEY BRICK

C OMPANY, INC.
P. O. Box 86
Ph. TRinity 7·1130
Office at Brick & Tile Works
5 M iles South on Second Street
Albuquerque, New Mexico

On your next job

New Mexico's

Most Complete Line of

Materials and Supplies

• Supplies for
Contractors

• Construction
Materials

• Municipal
Supplies

SPECIFY

MONARCH
MON-O-TILE

We sincerely believe that it com­
bines quality and economy for the
Owner and Architect better than
an y other glazed wall t ile available.
See the manufacturers advertise­
ment in this issue and call us for
more information.

Southwest Ceramic Dist.
A Subsidiary of New Mexico

Marble and Tile Co.

McCaffrey-Way
Materials (:, Supply Co., Inc.
2107 Menaul Blyd., NE
Diamond 4-1681 2500 Second SW. CH 3-5541
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Wh en adobe walls are relieved of their
roof-supporting duties, as in the above plan
study of the La Jolla Hunt Club, La Jolla ,
New Mexico, they are free to toke self-sup­
porting shapes which are derived from the
plastici ty and massiveness of the mat erial.
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By ad obe I mean sun-ba ked rectangula r bl ocks o f
ea rth, co nta ini ng clay as an adhesiv e. sa nd as a stabi­
lizer , and stra w as a binder and cur ing agent. Th er e a re
three marginal mat eria ls which I will mention in order
to mak e it clear that they a re not included in mv use
of the word ad obe. . .

Terrones arc tr apezoid al bl ocks cut with a sq ua re
e nde d sho vel directl y fr om th e marsh-grass swa mps
along the Hio Grande. Th e main roots of the grass run
through the cente r of the bl ock. making a dense hori­
zontal mat. Because of th is mat of roots the block is
spongy, very d iffi cult to br eak or ca rve, and even when
unp laster ed will ho ld together for decades of rain and
wind. As far as I know, terranes ar e used on lv in th e
midd le Hio Grande va ll ey. with the most conc~ n t rated
use bein g in the Ysleta a rea .

. Fired adobe is an ofte n used term - a cur ious desig-
nation s ince a fir ed bl ock of ea rth is a brick and not an
ad ob e at all. I hav e seen rnan v of th ese ad obe sized.
low-fired bri ck. Th ey hav e a go~d color and an appeal ­
ing ly peasant appearance. I would like to work with
them if they wer e locall v ava ila ble. but as fa r as I
know they are mad e only ' in Tu cson , southe rn Ca lifor­
nia. a nd northern Chihuahua. S ince we are so remote
from the sou rce of supply. tr ansp ortation cos ts ma ke
the ma ter ia l quite ex pens ive her e - it seems a lot to
pay for such sel f-consc ious humility. I think of fir ed
ad obe as bein g a [ irst-rnto mat erial in Tu cson but a sus­
pect mat erial her e. I-Iow seco ndary the object ive cha r­
acte r ist ics of a mat erial or a form become when com­
pared to ou r subject ive per ception of them.

Stabilized adobe. ado be mad e moisture-resista nt
by the ad mixture of a pet roleum by-pro duct, is, I
beli eve, avail able locall y. Walls built of thi s material
do not hav e to be pla ster ed , so it is used by people
who would l ike adobe if it were not dis solvable in
wat er. I do not react ver y kind ly to the people who
would Iike me if I wer e someth ing which I am not. and
I surmise that the ad ob e bl ock would react in th e wa v,
had it the consc iousness which I attr ibute to it. Apart
from thi s, however , thi s stabilized bl ock ha s th e same
appearance as the common variety, and so ha s cha r­
acteristi cs whi ch are not visuall y expresse d. I feel the
same obj ection to stabilized adobe as I do to reinforced
conc re te in tension and stee l beam s incased in wood .

My fir st adobe wa lls were as stra ight and uniform
as I could bui ld them, bo th verticall y and horizonta ll y.
But th e voice of the material sa id, " Yo u are misusing
me. You wou ld like for me to be someth ing which I am
not. " So I abandoned , one by one, the batter boards,
the lines, and the masons levels. After all , if I preferred
straigh tness and uniform ity, I was free to work with
concre te block or brick .

I had misj udged th e permanence of the form of the
ind ividua l bl ock . Th e bl ock 's break ing in my hands
und er its own weight sho uld ha ve been a cl ue to its fugi­
tive and transiti onal form. The pra ctice of cas ting ado be
in rectangular bl ock is on ly one of man y meth od s of
achi evin g the essential go a l of ge tting uniforml y mix ed
and com pac ted earth into the form of a wall. Most pre-

pan ish ad ob e bui lder s in the So uthwest used th e turtl e­
back pr ocess in which basket full s of wet mud were
dumped on the top of the wall and allowed to harden
befor e the next course was dumped OI l. Wood form­
boards hav e also been much used, both for th e cas t ing
in place of ad obe mud and for compac ting in place of
moist ad obe or rammed ea rth. But these processes ar e
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FOR
AUToCLAVED
CONCRETE
BLOCKS
CALL OR SEE

WESTERN
EMPIRE
BUILDERS
SUPPLY
1802 CERRILLOS RD .
SANTA FE, N. M.
YUCCA 2-2646

FORMICA ... the new romance

in laminated plast ics.

Sink tops, cabinet tops, counters, bars, display areas ..
these are but a few of the many uses you have with Formica.
Formica will nat crack or craze, is unharmed by alcohol, fruit
acids, bail ing wa er or temperatures up to 275 degrees. Nine­
teen exciting new colors to choose from. Use this attractive,
durable plast ic laminate for all of your home building needs.

Distr ibuted by

PHONE DIAMOND 344-23 17
312 INDUSTRIAL NE P. O. BOX 1098

ALBUQUERQUE, NEW MEXICO

LEGGETTE - BRYANT, Inc.

Albuquerque

• Acoustical Contractors and Distri butors

• Zonolite Insulat ing Roof Decks

• Asbestospray Fireproof ing and Acoustical

• Pella Wood Folding Doors and Part i t ions

• Movawall Movable Part it ions

• Lemlar Sun Control Louvres

• Cepeo Translucent Ceil ings

DEPENDABLE AND BONDABLE

CHapel 3-7845

P. O. Box 1063-Albuquerque, N. M.-530 Bridge Blvd., SW

Telephone CHapel 2-3243

MANUFACTURERS :

PRE -FABRICATED wood roof trusses
MASTER HUNG prehung door units

REPRESENTI NG:

AMERICAN FABRICATORS COMPANY for
glued laminated arches, beams and
purl ins

GLIDE A FOLD bi fold doors
MODULUX fiberesin modular kitchen
cabinets and vanitories

NEW MEXICO'S LEADING MANUFACTURERS
AND REPRESENTATIVES OF
COMPONENTS FOR THE BUILDING
INDUSTRY

REMODEL RESIDENTIAL

COMMERC IAL
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Study model of fireplace for Mr. and Mrs. Dick Kirschner, Placita s, New
Mexico. The fi replace is only an incidental source of heat-we are more con­
cerned with its visual aspect s. Playing with the light from the fire give range
to the plastici ty of the adobe.

not much used becau se they ar c more complex and
less resp onsive to the demands of a specific pr obl em.

As the forms which the materi al sought becam e
mor e pla sti c, I at fir st cast the unit s in the sha pe which
the pr e-conceived form demanded, much as Keresan
women cas t pecial shapes for corne r Iirepla ces, Later
I abando ned thi s practice in favor of sawing or cho p­
pin g the standard block int o the required shape before
pl acing it in the wall. Both these processes now seem
to me to be il log ica lly indirect and sure pr event ativ es
of unified and spo ntaneous form.

After the bl ocks hav e been laid in the wall in a
thi ck mort ar hcd, a point is reached where some mois­
ture has been lost and that which remains is evenly­
di stributed through both bl ock and joint , causing the
entire mass to be homogcni ous. At thi s point it becomes

appa rent that the form of the bl ock is transiti onal
only, and need ha ve no more effect up on the overa ll
form than the coils of clay hav e up on the fini shed
puebl o pol.

At thi s stage of cur ing the mat erial is splendidly
responsive to the blow of an axe or the stroke of an
abra de r. Th e material invites ca rving, with the sam e
cha lle nge and pr omi se of deli ght as a whit e shee t of
ill ustrati on board invites the stroke of a sable brush .
And 50 long as one is deli ght ed to be working in
ado be rath er than in some other mat eri al , a wide ran ge
of express ion is possibl e - not express ion of self, but
of mat erial and fun ction.

The mat eri al lik es compress ion and the curving
lin c ; it resists both pr ecision of lin e and precision of
stress. Thus, ad obe forms arc massive, unstraincd, and
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Architect, Wi lliam A. Lockard, AlA

ALBUQUERQUE • HOBBS • FARMINGTON
EL PASO • PHOENIX • TUCSON

ON YOUR NEXT
RUSH JOB,

SPECIFY "BUTLER"
At ri ght and below : the new exclusive
Continen tal Airlines terminal, Pho enix,
built in 30 days!

20

SWtdU'Ufl£ Steet
for New Mex ico 's t hriving

building industry since 1942

~&~.
Mfg. Co., Inc.

500 Phoenix Ave . N.W . Statio n B, Box 6007

Alb uq uer q ue, New Mex ico

When Continental Airlines was awarded service into
Phoenix's Sky Harbor Internat ional Ai rport in April of this
year, a terminal became an urgent necessity. Plans and
cost estimates were offered for approval and final working
drawings completed by Will iam A. Lockard the same month.
On May 1, The Banes Company broke ground for the 40 x 60
Butl er Syst em building. On May 31, f inal interior touch up
was fin ished, and the building accepted by a pleased air­
line management - ten days ahead of its deadline '

THE BANES CO~tNY

~
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hounded bv lin es of er ra t ic local variati on. Here is
o ne basis for a d istinction between " fo lk" form and
"so ph ist ica ted" form. In s tee l a nd co nc re te we work
a t th e limits of th e materi al 's s tre ng th - o ur design
formulae are so o r ien ted. In adobe a nd othe r peasant
mat eri al s we work toward th e cen ter o f th e material's
cha racter is tics and astutel y avo id th e limits. We d o
on ly th ose things with th e m at erial whi ch it ca n sus ta in
with co m fo r t for ge ne ra t io ns. Lik e mercy. th e qual ity
o f a do be co ns tr uct io n is not st ra ine d .

The co m p ress ion, th e plasti c lin e, a nd th c local
va r ia tio n di ctate th e arch. Of all str uct ura l forms th e
arch is th e most explicit and th e m ost se re ne . The arch
is a s tress diagram of itsel f. The adob e arch is not
th e preci se geome tr ic sy mbo l o f Rom e and th e Hen nis­
sa uce, but th e a rc h whi ch is spec if ic, unique, a nd 1111·

copyah le. It is not on ly un copyahl e, but it is a lso 1111·

describable in th c documents o f a pr esent-da y co ns tr ue­
ti on co ntract.

Not th e a rch , o n ly, but a ll of th e a do he fo rm s
which I ha ve fou nd most ex press ive of th e mat eri al
c a nno t be handled by our pr esent a rchitectu ral pro·
ced ures, First o f a ll, th e y ca n no t be drawn. Eve n if
if th ey cou ld he ud equatcl y described b y a rc h itec tu ra l
drawings and spec ifica t io ns , th eir cost co u ld not be
a ccuratel y es tim ated . And eve n if th ey cou ld he drawn
a nd a price agreed upon , th e most essent ia l point would
st ill bc mi ssed - th e el em ent of spo nta ne ity whi ch
ca n co me on ly fr om th e cra fts ma n's participation in
th e immediat e s itua tio n . The designer, as he typicall y
fun cti on s today, ca n hardl y su p p ly this immediacy be­
cause of hi s di stan ce fr om th e actual co ns truct io n. It
is vcry difficult for a desi gn er to ente r int o th e ex ­
eite me nt of a Iorm wh ich is not going to ex is t until
months a fte r hi s drawings a re co m p le te d a nd whi ch
will be built of material s whi ch hi s hands will never
tou ch. \Ve o fte n co m pe nsate o urse lves for thi s rem ot e­
ness b y doing sponta ne ous drawings. We feel an ex ­
citement and sa tis fact ion in th c drawings and not in th e
form whi ch it describes.

The cra fts ma n who cons tr uc ts th e form ca n hardl v
becom e involved in it in an y se nse whi ch is valuabl~
e ithe r to himself o r to th e form. The decisi on s hav e all
been made months ag o b y th e designer. The co ns tr ue­
tor's fun ction is enti re ly mechanical , and a machine
ca n no t participat e. When men a re used as ma chines.
th ey are mi su sed. Men mak e poor machines.

Perhaps this is in part what happen ed to o ur lat e
lamented cra fts ma ns h ip . \Vhen we lost th e Iimitations
of a vir i le tradition, eve ry th ing had to be described
precisely; and th e cra fts m a n became a machine, hen ce
a poor crafts ma n. To be su re, this is onl y part of th e
s to ry . The primary rea son for a decline in c ra fts ma n­
sh ip is a declinc in o u r co ncern for it. But th e lo ss of
th e possibility of participating in th e work as a man
ha s probabl y damaged cra fts ma nsh ip mo re th an have
th e ever-more- l imited budget s.

I am not talking about se lf -ex p ress io n . 1 do not
believe th at a rc h itec tu re is a prop er medi um fo r se lf­
ex pressio n. Some th ing very close to th e o pposite o f
se lf-ex pressio n is re q u ired I th ink, bo th in th at par t
of th e design whi ch is determined b y th e design er and
th at part o f the desi gn whi ch is more logi call y det er­
mined b y th e cra fts man. A variet y of ove rcom ing o f
se lf is required of th e artificer who achieves clarit y
o f exp ress io n o f fun ction a nd mat eri al s, un corrupted
b y se lf.

In mu ch o f th e work whi ch r have don e in a dobe
r have used no drawings a t all. This is in part because
o f this ele me nt of immediat e, on- the-spot evo lu tio n
which ca nno t be ade q uate ly predict ed. Al so, it is partl y

Elevat ion and sect ion of load-bearing adobe
wal l. The adobe roof f ill is protected by brick
paving. The wal l is protected by a precast con­
crete coping which acts as form for reinforced
concrete bond beam, and by pebble-dash stucco.
The base of the wall and the earth beneath the
wall are protected by a brick pedestal-walk. In
some soil conditions a concrete foot ing beneath
the massive wall would not be required.

a reacti on aga ins t o ur usu al off ice procedures whi ch
lend them selves readil y to ma chine materials, processes
a nd forms, but whi ch halk wh en co nfro nte d with th e
handicrafts. How much, [ wonder, of our in si st en ce
upon machine materials and form s and our di sapproval
of hand work and ornament s tems from philosophy
a nd how mu ch ste ms fr om what is eas y to handle b y
cu rren t co n tract ua l procedures. I have ofte n watch ed
with envy th e sc ulptor, painter, a nd pott er wh o derive
form directl y fr om material , using on ly th eir hands or
s im p le tool s whi ch a re underst ood so well th at th e y
a re like ex te ns io ns of th e hand. .

T o th ose o f m y fri ends, a nd othe rs , wh o will cry
"esca p ism" a nd " react ion" I quickl y say th at I a m not
ad vocatin g th e use of ado be in public buildings. I a m
not. in fact, advornting a ny th ing . r have on ly meant to
describe th e delight whi ch I have found in becoming
intimately acquainted with thi s o ldest of all building
materials , and as a pa rt o f th e sa llie ex pe r ience, in reo
di scovering th e human hand as th e mo st se ns itive of
a ll building tool s. r ha ve lost non e of m y co ncern for
th e ex p ress io n of our own time, but r kn ow of nothing
whi ch ha s made eithe r adobe or th e human hand
obsole te. - George Clay ton Pearl
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Albuquerque, New Mexico

F. H. A. TERMS
Small monthly payment.
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Installed and serviced
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PLASTIC CENTER

FA BRICATED BY CRAFTSMEN IN OUR
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FINE PLASTIC SINK, CABINET

and COUNTER TOPS
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Albuquerque's ent ry in the nationwide Hor i­
zon Homes contest is now under construct ion at
2805 A lcazar, N E. Designed by John Reed, AlA,
It will be featured in the Concrete Industri es
Nat ional Horizon Home competition where it
will compete for awards In design, const ruct ion,
and merchandising. Thi s competition seeks to
recooruze budders and arch itects who achieve
excellence In 1hese f ields.

Ma:lY Innovations are incorporated in thi s
house which demonst ra te the versa ti l i ty and
cdootobrhty of concrete in house const ruc t ion
EXiPr:or welts are of concre te and concre te ma­
son.v of venous colors and textures. The living
orso IS covered by a prest ressed concrete roof.
the car ports, by concre te cored slabs. In cddr­
"on to most modern mechanical equipment wi th­
1'1 t!->p house the exterio r planning IS extensive
and oppropnote for l he Southwest. Compr ising
SOr1P ' 80:0 square feet of liv ing area, the house
will he pnced below $20,000, exc lusive of land
ThE" house, schedu!ed for complet ion by Sept. 23,
will be shown In the Cavalcade of Homes.

So,:,nsored by several national cement or­
ganizat ions and the Port land Cement Associa­
t ion. local sponsors are the Albu querque Gravel
Products. Edoar D. Otto & Son and Eckert s ­
all ad er t isers In our magaz ine.

- .. I
I . ,

./

.Iohn II. Ile.~d AI,\

HORIZON HOMES COMPETITION

THE FURN ISH INGS OF INTERIOR SPACES
DETERM IN ES HOW EFFECTI VELY TH EY
SERVE THE PRIVAT E AND PUBLIC ACTS
OF MAN

Eckert s' Contract Department can provide planners With all that is wonderfully
right in furnishings for twenti eth century interiors

Now at
3215 -19 -25 Central Avenue , East
265-6966
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A new masonry product ( H ollowcore)
allowing a double faced wall
with soft shadows and highlights.

These blocks meet and surpass
all ASTlVI and mi nimum code req ui rements

Prestressed ...

CREGO BLOCK CO., Inc.
6026 Second NW 01 4-3475
Albuquerque, New Mexico

-~1r.,,-

Makers of the finest autoclave
products in New Mexico

American Marietta prestressed T beams used as a basic, integral
part of building design in the Atrisco Elementary School. An
economical and practical use of materials as part of the design.
We work with architects, consulting engineers and general con­
tractors all the way from planning state to the finished building.

American Marietta Company
Concrete Products Division Southwest District

2800 Second St., S.W., Albuquerque, New Mexico - Ira B. Miller, District Manag er
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NOTES ON READ ING

Peter Blak e. THE MA STEn B UII.DEHS. Alfred A. Knop f.
New York. 1960. ,_0.50.

Especially during the past decades we hav e been
exposed to a va st a.'I"<1\· of books and articl es co nce rned
with contempora ry architecture. A good number of
thes e have been written about the works of the three
architects, Le Corbusier, !VI ies van der Boh e and Frank
Llo vd Wright. whi ch form the subject of thi s book .
Although one would not be hard put to mention half
a dozen articl es or books by or about eac h of these
a rch itects , one I suspect \\'oul;1 find it diffi cult to recall
even one study whi ch so ught to critica lly eva lua te these
three major fig ur es of the twent ieth ce ntury a rch i­
tect ural world. A vast majority of th ese writings ar e
eithe r purel y factua l I thus indirectly avoiding the ex­
erc ise of cri tical judgment s) or are quite frankly of a
partisan nature. Ar chitecture. of course . is not the onlv
human endeavo r whi ch co ntinua l lv hid es its head i;l
the sa nds to av oid unpleasant comme nts and eva lua tions.
for the sa me unfortunat elv holds true in the visua l
ar ts of painting a nd sculpt ure. How welc om e it is to
be able to read an occas iona l piece by such a cr it ir
as i\'lum ford. where one ma )' at last expe r ience a valid
and perceptive an al ysis of a building or the works of
an architect.

Wh eth er thi s ster il ity of frank apprai sal of our
a rchitectural sce ne will co ntinue in the decade to come
is diffi cult to say. but Mr. Blak e's present study is un­
qu estionabl y a ste p in the right directi on, a ltho ugh it
shou Id be noted it is ind eed a very ca utio us ste p. In
thi s book the autho r ha s so ugh t to accomplish two
tasks: to tell the ba sic sta n ' of the live!" of these three
ar chitect !" and to eva lua te th eir work, both in terms of
the work itself and with in the broader context of the
architectural wor ld. In the first of these tasks he ha s
succeede d very well. and it may be sa id that these three
biographies a re probabl y the most sat isfac to ry and most
readable now avai lab le. On the oth er hand his attempt
to judge th e works of these architects leav es much to
be desired. In part thi s is du e to his desire to rem ai n
impartial, but th e author seems to confuse ob jective
impartia lity with th at of sim plv ba lan cin g off eac h
adver se commen t with a favorab le one. No t on ly does
thi s pr esent a picture whi ch in tot o is far from accurate.
but after a whil e it becom es a down right bore to th e
reader. Hegreuahl y th e author a lso mak es a number of
swee ping claims and ge ne ral ities co ncern ing the es­
sent ia l nature of the works of Le Corbusier . Mies van
der Hoh e and Wri ght, whi ch could hardl y stand up if
we were to exa mine cr itica l!y the opus of eac h of the se
design ers. H is categorizatio n of Le Corbusier as the
ma ster of form. of Mies as the ma ster of stru cture, and
Wrigh t as the master of space is a ll too reminiscent a
devi ce of Madison Avenu e advertising. For, as the
author him self admits, it is well nigh impossible to
speak of Le Corbusier 's Chapel at Hon ch amp, Mies'
Bar celona Pavilion or \'lright ' Kaufmann house at
Bear Hun without referring to th em as a crea tive ex­
pr ession and synthes is of space . form and structure .

Even wit h the above reservation in mind, thi s reo
viewer would still h ighl y recommend this book, both

NMA, September · October, '61

NEW BRANDS

NEW VERSATI LITY

NEW POPULARITY

GAS
COOLI GJ

GAS
HE II GJ
In cr easing dem and from home­
owners and businessmen for the
economy and efficiency of gas air
conditioning lind heat ing sys tems is
turning additional manufacturers to
product ion of gas-fired equipment.

Res ult : A broad selection of ellicient
systems lor residential, commercial
lind industrial app licat ions.

Whether requ irements call for a
three-ton residential unit, or a 3,000­
ton industrial in stallation, you'll
assu re your cus t omers the most
economical and ellicient service by
specifying gas-fired equipment. For
det ails on gas heating and air condi­
tioning, please contact

.~.

SOUTH RN (\ UNION

GAS
COMPANY



NIW r RI
RATINGS

for imp roved

MONO·KOTI®
If you ha ve enco untered Zonolite Mono­
Kate before, you know of its good working
cha racter ist ics, high speed applica tion and
low cost. Now we have improved Mono­
Kate still fur th er to increase its fire resist­
an ce. The new fire ra tin gs as established by
Underwriters' Laboratories, Inc., are:

BLEND SYSTEM DECK- ]1" Mono-Kate
applied direct -to-steel , following contours,
3-hour fire rating. 7:2" Mono-Kate, applied
direct-to-steel, following contours, 2-hour
fire rating.

CELLULAR FLOOR- 7:2" Mono-Katebelow
filled flutes provides a fire rating of 3 hours.

BEAMS- l U " Mono-Kate applied direct­
to-steel, following contour, 5-hour fire rat­
ing. I " Mono-Kate applied dire ct-to-steel,
following contour, 3-hour fire rating.

A complete sum ma ry of fire tests on im­
proved Mon o-K ate is yours for the ask ing.
Mail the coupon below.

Southwest Vermiculite Co.
1822 First Street, Northwest, Albuquerque, New Mexico

Phone CHapel 7-2244

CLIP AND MAIL TODAY

Gentlemen : Pl ease send me technical data and latest
fire t est information on Zon olite Mono-Kote.

NA ME T ITLE, _

F I!L\1 _

AD 0 RESS, _

CITY ZO N E __STATE _

to profess iona l a rch itects and to the la y public at large.
If noth ing else we ca n ga in mu ch by learning how
pol itical atm ospher e and pr essure hav e o pera ted to de­
pri ve our century of so me of the fin est bui ldings eve r
created by man . How sa d it is to re flect that these three
acknowledge d leaders of twen tieth cen tury arch itect ure
have rea lly neve r been a ble to pa rt icipa te full y in th e
design of our ma jor buildin gs and cit ies.

- David Gebhard

CONTR IB UTORS TO TH IS ISSUE

A teach ing fell ow and architectura l gradua te of
the Univers ity of Texas in 1950, George Clayton Pearl
ca rne directl y to p racti ce in New Mexico. Hi s kn owledge
of ado be derives from im medi ate per son al exper ience
as he ha s with his own hands built th ree hou ses of
ado be. NI r, Pearl becam e chief design ed and partner
in the firm of Fergu son , Steve ns, Mallory and Pearl
in 1957. He is al so the regi onal preservations office r of
historic buildings of th e A lA.

INDEX OF ADVERTISERS

A lhuque rque Illueprint Cumu a ny ..... o. •• _ ••••• _. ._. _ _ ._--- •• ••• •• 22
A lbuquerque Gravel Products Compa ny ...._.__.. ... .. .. 7
Albuqu erque Te sting Laboratory ----..--.----------.---------._._ _ 22
Am eri can Marietta Co m pa n y - -.._. .._ .. ._ __ _ 24
Clin to n P . Anderson Aa-enc)·. In c _. _ ._.. __._ 6
Th e Ban es Cu m p a nv, Inc. --------_______ _ . . 20
Big J o Lumber Co.. S a nt a Fe ---. . . 6

llIu e St re a k Heproductions . -----_.__._ -----------.--------------.- ._._.__. 16
lIIumcr aft of Pitt sburgh .---. -- -_ .____ _ • . __.. . 2
Broad way Lumber Co. ---. .__.. _ .. ._. 22
Builder s 1II0ck & S to ne Co.. In c. ...._. ._._______ _. . .___ 9
Builder s lIIo ck & Supply Co.. In c. __ ._. ._. ... 9

Crego lIIo ck Co.. In c. - --.-.---. --.-.-. ._. .__..__ . . . .. __ ._._ 24

Ecker ts, Incorpor a ted - - - _ . .._ _ 23

General Pumice Corpora tion __ .. __.. .. _.. __ __._._ __._ _ 5
Ja )' Grea r. Inc. --.-- -......... ..._ __ _. __ ._..__ _22
Kinne)' Bri ck Co m p a ny, Inc . . __ ._ . _ .. __ _.. _.__ 16
Laveland Heights Hlock Co .. Inc. _.__ .____________ _.. ._. .__ 4
l.eggett... Hr ya nf , Inc. --.--------. ----------- ._.__ .. .__ 18
McCaffrey-Wa)· Materia ls & S u pp ly Coo. In c. .._. . 16
1IIiller & S mit h Mfg. Co.. In c. ----__. ._. . . .__ 20

Mon ar ch Tile ManufacturinK. In c __ . ---.--..-..- -.- _. 27
Mount ain St u te s Telephone _._. .__ _ _.. .._.._ _._ 7

New Mexico Marble and Til e Co., In c. -------.. -.--.------.-..- ...--.._ _.._.._._ .._.. 16
EdlCar D. Otto & Sons. In c. ._... .._.. ._. .. ._. .. . 28

Perfection T russ Co . --.._ -.-- . ._ -----..-.-..--..-- - _.._ _..18
Port land Ce men t Association - _ _. __ _.._.. .._.._ __ _.. 10
Southe rn U nion Gas Com pan y . . . . - -----. __.._ 25
Sout h wea t Vermiculite Co. ..-.-..-__ _ . __..__.._ 26
S t ryco S a les . Inc. ---------.-.-... . .. ._ . . 18

\Ve lch· E rw in Corpora t ion _ __ .._ _.. . .._ _. 22
Western Empire Builders S up p ly . . . 18

MEMBER P UBLISHERS ARCHITECT UHAL COMPONENTS. 16 of.
fic ial Publications of Component" of the American Insti t ute of Arehi­
tects in 26 key stat es . Advertisi ng and lis t ing in Standard Ra te and
Data Service. H eadqu a r ters. 120 Mad ison Ave.• Det r oit. 26 . Mich iga n .
WO odward 1· 6700. Eastern office. 18 East 56 St.. New York Ci t y. 22.
PLaza 5·3 180. Area Representative. N .M.A., 117 Qu incy N.E ., AI.
buquerque. A Lpine 5.7560.

NMA. Sep tember - Octo ber, '61


