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TH~ S~COND Y~AR ARCHIT~CTURAL STUD~NT
Charles W. Quinlan

D This is th e second in a series oj articles ichich arc arranged to prom ote an awareness o] th e
t~aching a~ll/s and techniques o] th e Departm ent o] Arch itecture. Th e article concerning th e Fir st
I ear A rcliit ecturnl tudcnt appeared in the Mar - l un e 1960 issue.

Th e cur r iculum of the Departmen t of Architecture You actually do not see and understand until you
extends over a five year period. The fir st year of the do on the spot research. but on ce a situation is in-
program is devot ed to courses in English, al gebra, vesti gau-d thoroughl y there is no difficulty in apply-
tri gonom etry, two and three dimensional design , mu- ing research techniques to s imila r pr oblem s. In mu ch
teri al s and meth od s of co nstruc tion and architectural the manner of the da y schoo l class, our sophomores
design . Th e seco nd yea r of a rch itect ura l training is a used Belen as their subje ct for research. Her e th ey
cr it ica l one for the stude nt. As in the fir st r ear he is di scov ered that ph ysical la yout s o f all c it ies hav e
p lag ued with " out sid e" co urses such as ca (culus and man y features in co mmo n and that it is possible to
a na ly t ica l geo mctry, ge ne ra l ph ysics. and eng inee ring discover the und erl yin g [actors whi ch go vern g ro wth
sta t ics. I say " outs ide " co urse s becau se. unfortunatel y. patterns. For thi s case study an ex ped itiona ry force
thi s is the ;\'a~ that they arc too oft en 'rega rded . I a;n invad ed Helen for fir st hand s tudy of local co nd itions .
sure that eyeryo ne, a t some point in hi s schoo l ing. ha s Team rep ort s on veget ati on , drainage, soi l cond itions.
fail ed to und er stand the importance of a particular rock outc ro pp ings . wat er su pply, climate, transp ortu-
co urse; but , it a p pea rs norm ul for each architectural tion. public utiliti es. public and private lands and
stude nt to regard an y activit y. save design , as supe r- hnildings were developed: a land-use map was pre-
Ilu ous. Fr equentl y thi s di sturbing attitude or a lack of parr-d . Th e ph ysical la yout of Belen was then studied
ability in the directi on o f the su pp orting co urses ca use in rel ati on to urban pl anning done in an cient and
a stude nt's do wnfa ll. Assuming. however. that the stu- medi cvul peri od s as \\'e11 as modern times. Out standing
de nt ca n successfu lly ma ster the required co urses , he resid ential development s and pl anned "utopias" wer e
mu st , d uring th is seco nd yea r of formal training. de- a lso reviewed. Th e next phase of the problem dealt
c ide if the a rch itect ura l voca t ion is an a pprop r ia te with till' depi cting of Belen as eac h design er envisioned
cho ice. It is the se ntime nt o f the Department of Arch i- it twent y years hence. A degree of exist ing co nd itio ns
tectu re faculty that it is unthinka ble for a stude nt u n- in Helen were to be resp ected a nd kn owl edge of city
suited to th e ' di scipline to go beyond the so pho mo re pl anning principles was to be dem on st rat ed in the proh-
level. Everv effo rt. ther efore. is mad e to co unsel eac h lem so lutio ns. Succee d ing asp ects of the pr oblem dealt
c lass meml ;er care fu lly . Th e stude nt receiv es an indica- with ce rta in co mmo n building types whi ch one would
t ion o f hi s academi c sta nd iug eac h tim e one of his prnj- find in such a local it y: a neighborhood sho p ping center
ec ts is graded. but mere pa ssin g gra des are not the and multi-famil y dwelling units. Hut her e we did not
fulI sto rv for an " A" stude nt ma v int enselv di s like want to ge t beyond ge nera l planning conce p ts and
design work, and the barel y-squ eaki,;~- through ' " C' slu- hasi« a rch itect ura l charac te r. Thus, aft er spend ing th e
dent might bett er ~ i ve up the st rugg le. Choos ing one's bett er part of a semes te r, the citysc a pe, whi ch at fir st
lif etime acti vity is a difficult and cr itica l resp on sibi lit y. appeared quit e nebu lou s, was ~ ra d u a ll y defined in un -

Th is is an account of the seco nd yea r design pro- dcr standnhl e and rel at abl e terms.
gra m that was foll owed at the U~M thi s pa st year. Two A degree of flexibili ty is necessary in any syll abus.
sec tions o f the co urse were offer ed in orde r to cstah- Based on pr obl ems submitte d during the fir st semester.
Iish a more eff icient stude nt-instructor rati o. As eac h it was obvious tha t mor e att ention should be paid to
studen t is required to develop per sonal so lutions to g ra phics. A hit of jugg lin g was done to fit in a week
the probl em , individua l attention from the instructor is of rend ering exe rc ises.
mandatory. Th e prog ram sta r ted off with a short pruh- Two sect ions of so pho mo re design were co ntinued
lem. of two weeks dura tion. co nce rned with a fisher - in th e s p r i n~ semes te r as almost all stude nts co ntinued
men 's retreat. Hequired wer e rapid so lutions to pr ob - with the course . An effo rt was mad e, however, to switch
lem s of s ite, climat e, c irc ula tion and ar chitectural cha r- instructors to allow the stude nt's ex posure to a differ-
acler. Primaril y. thi s first pr oblem is present ed to make cut personalitv. Th e initial design pr ob lem of th e
the stude nt rapidl y cognizant of the type of faculty seco nd se meste r was involv ed with s ite p lanning an
cr it icism and the ca libe r of work he is ex pec ted to clcme ntarv schoo l. Each stude nt was as ked to manip-
execute dur ing the yea r. ulat e five buildings to sa tisfv circula tion a nd s ite co n-

Th e major part of thi s fir st term was devoted to diti on s, Th e space rel ati onships invo lve d three class-
c i t~, planning and its ramificati ons. I lik e to tell abo ut room un its. an ad ministra tion unit and a multi-purpose
a cla ss problem my so n had at age four a nd one-ha lf building. After co ns ide ring drainage, slo pe . sun. sa fety,
whil e in da y schoo l. Th e teacher was att empting to veh icular a nd pedestrian circula tio n patterns, th e so lu-
mak e her class aware o f the famil y unit and hit upon tion s were present ed in the form of models.
the idea of a field tr ip to find where this fami ly unit prinkled betw een regular ass ignments are sketch
resid ed . Off they went to search the imm ediate neigh- problem s, a ca rry oyer from th e old esquisse-esquisse.
borhood, and 10 and beho ld one of those br ight four Th ese prob lems, of short duration (4 hours ) and
year old gi rls did spo t a hou se. After a se mester of fa ncifu l na ture, ar e calc ula ted to rej uvenate the de-
study ing the fami ly group objectivel y, the tea cher sug- s igne r by pl a yin g upon a po ss ib le sud den ex uberance .
gested that per ha ps the place th at each ch ild leaves in On e such problem was co nce rned with a temporar y
the morning mig ht po ssibly be a h ome which conta ins flow er sta nd which was to he placed in a publ ic park.
a fam ily un it. What a gigantit: step for thei r l ittl e- Sche mes wer e to he pr esen ted in prespeet ive form,
minds to take. ther eby for cin g pract ice in graphic tech niques.
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A ver v success ful ser ies of seminars wer e con­
du cted this ' term on the achi evement s of various pr omi­
nent architects. Many students harbored disproportion.
ate admiration for relativel y unimportant architects and
as a consequence these group talks proved icon oclasti c
in nature. Ima ges of man y architects were eva luated
and put int o proper per sp ectiv e. Su ch well-knowns as
Le Corbusier and Mies van der Roh e wer e discussed as
well as lesser figures like Gio Ponti, Fr ederick Kiesler
and Juan O'G orman. Each per sonality was investi gated
as to education, exper ience, works CO lli pleted and in­
Ilu ences. Spec ulation was mad e as to what the future
would hold for the man 's design phil osophy. Th ese
rep orts, plus appropriate bibliography, wer e stenc iled
and asse mbled in a handv bookl et for future refer ence.
Reports on urban planning of the pr evious ter m wer e
al so preser ved in thi s sam e fashi on.

Th e site planning problem was foll owed by the
annual competition problem, this bein g done in co l­
laboration with the College of Pharmacy. Each ar chi­
tectural student was ass igned a pharmacy senior who
served as cl ient for the design of the interior of a
pharmacy. Retail circ ula tion and se ll ing techniques
wer e studied using perspect ives and large sca le building
section . Much time was spent deli berating the best way
to handle the num erous sundry items which often oh-

11 I1 \ II

scure the prescr ipti on co un ter in the non-ethi cal ph a rrn­
acy .

Nex t ca me a fun pr obl em - ser ious fun. Each
stude nt was asked to determine what cha racte r ized ex­
hibition buildings by developing a temporary structure
10 display information gathered during the Interna­
tional Geophysical Year. Th e I.G.Y. of 1958 , as you
know , saw the grea test concerted study in man's hi s­
tory of his planet and its surro undings . Perhaps, what
is more imp ort ant is the fact that all nations united in
thi s monumental proj ect. Th e stude nts' pr obl em la y,
then , in crea ting an a tmos phe re suita ble for displayin g
inf ormation ga the red during thi s formidahle effo rt and
in such a wav as to make it att ract ive to the non­
pr ofessional. •

An entire week was next devoted to the practi ce
of opaque water-col or-ing. Oth er delineati on techniques
will be examined at the fir st oppo rtunity . Th e remain­
ing three weeks of the schoo l yea r wer e allocated to
the a rch itectural space re la tionsh ip of a long-sp an
struc ture an d a sma ll adjacent hui ldi ng as might be
needed for an industria l complex .

Twent y-seven of the begi nning class of 33 sopho ­
mores will now move up to thi rd year work which is
esse ntia lly the sa me in natu re. a lthough slightly in­
creased in sco pe and detail. Failu res an d drop-out s were



no t out of prop ortion when com pared to other depart­
ments. It is most important that only th e well-p repared
rea ch thi s junior level for each subm iss ion sho uld in­
di cat e a n incr eased profi c iency in a rch itect ura l so lution,
presenta tion a nd co mprehens ive underst anding. It is an­
ticipated th at evc u tuu l ly ten of thi s class will comple te
thc under graduate program in a rch itect ure.

Th e pr imary object ives of sop homore len -' pruh­
lems are to define p recisel y space re lation ships. c irc u­
lati on and architectural cha ra cte r. Th e stude nts' proj ­
ee ls a re judged by th e dep artment faculty, ahlv assi st ed.
qu ite Irequentl v b~' so me membe r of th e un -h itcc tu ra l
profess io n.

The cu r r iculum of th e Dep art men t of A rchi tecture
is so arranged as to acqua in t th e studen t with th e pro·
Iessi on o f arch itecture. In thi s res pect th e success of in­
st r uct io n is o f vita l in teres t to th e practicin g a rch itec t
and to th c bui ldi ng industry. pon co m ple tio n o f the

niv ers ity requirements. th e g ra dua te ente rs yo ur officc
to pa rti c ip at e in th e arch itect -in-tra in ing progra m. The
Dep a rtment of Arch itecture rem ains a le r t to adva nces in
tea ching method s and to th e chang ing sco pe of the pro·
Iessio n of arch itectu re. - Charles W. Quinlan
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