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1~lle~e Tradi~ons"
~ (A. ,symposiuJ; ,
~,.-I :;

ii' ,j' 1
.r, ~ : 'II ~ • \

. MORE .A!JND BETTER ADITIONS!·

I ~ lUS vigor:u~ +.:d ar~.'esting m~~er,Mr. Shaffer make!
<>Ibt a strong cas~ agaitllst COllege~[,aditions, in the artielfl

,enjitled "Too MUc~ Trallition," pu ' .. ished in the NovelIlJ.be..'
number of the NefMex~coQuarte~.y. -, " ':~ ,

Now~ though inclined to agree;ith Mr., Shatf~r in spm'
. of his ~~nt~~tions, II ?elieve t~at th Icur~ f~r the-condi10n

he laments! hes, not In the comple 'smaslung of ,all tra{l '­
tions, but r~therj~the substitution 1

1

£ better and Saner one~ ,
. . "\. R

.... Unl~ss ac?lle~f is t??e entirelj pra¢ti~.~l and materia
wIth no Intru~lOn Ipf. ~e~tIment;s.o'e tr~dltIons are nece ;

. sary. Even: the hupuhatIng of the dew freshmen, though
-··"doubtful spiritual ~ value, does havi a defini~e' s~bo1ist i

"ptea~ng.. The ner stuqent should~p~roach the portals.
'learnIng, If not w~th a green c~ap o. hIS head, at least WIt

' .. his ,cap in his han1.'.~ as an evidence ~ hi!Z humble;md'than •
ful spirit. Of thi-s, the green cap.j : a sYmbol. .Not less s ,

.~re the senseless ~asks frequently' forced upon freshme .
,Here I agree that the enforcement f local traditions shou ,
be in the hands of la comrpittee of upperclassmen, instead f

. being administerdd, as' now, by .slnarting "and revengef I
sophomores. But ~ want traditio~~·· :. ,- ''', ~

~ot fewer, 'bl-It mdre and bettfr traditions.' is whatr
college needs.. I propose, therefoi' the followIng, as pe -

.haps :~.b:~:~a:I:::e::e:::ei~::::;::~::::Zt l,~
........ friendshi.p of students,wthoui being subjected '0

the. susp~c19I;lof having u.erior·designs om them

"1: '''ii'
I'
'j,

I

J
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II. That students, in turn, be permitted to cultiw.te
freely their professors, without being' stigmatized
as "apple-polishers." ..

III. That the pursuit, of knowledge and the cultivation
of the things of the spirit, be considered'the chief '. 4

reasons for remain'ing on the campus.
'.

V. That these be the.virtues most.admired and sought
after·; the sympathetic, ftiendiy spirit; the lovling,
tender heart; and the tolerant, eager, and inq1!lir- i

~m~. '
Give ~s' these as liviBg and growing: traditi~ns, and all

other things shall be added unto us. I am a sentimentalist?
Possibly so! An incorrigible- dreamer ~and hoper, at any
rate. '

.. GEORGE ST., CLAIR."
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COLLEGE tradition" can't be found in dictionaries or :en~ ,
cyclopedias, nor'is it in history or textbOoks, although "

mtlch has be.en written' about it, and many attempts m~de

to define it.' But it is a very defin'ite and fundamental nart
i of college life.· It is a her,itage-the pedigree-of a col­

.1 lege. It center's more in old vines, sundials, fences, wprn
staircases or old brick buildings. It is thinner and less
tangible than thin air. ,<B

Younger schools have not so much of it; older ones !afe
rich in it. The students at the younger schools are maMing ,

, • I

it without ,being ,aware of what they are doing. 'While it
is in the making, it does not exist; the years seem to reach
back into the past and bring it qut, oftimes centuries after
itsinception. . ~ .' ;' I

. Most prolific in traditions have been the old colleges
founded in Pilgrim and· Puritan days, along the Atlantic
seaboard-William ,and Mary, Harvard, Yale, King's Col-

I" lege (now qolumbia) .. Undoubtedly Engl~n.d's Oxford and
'. Cambridge, and Germany's Heidelberg are even more
~ l
, wealthy, in traditions.

• I

I
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Dr. 'Nichol~s Murra,y Butl~, .Columbi'a's vener, Ie' 'I
presiden" for ye,lars has bee~ colI; cting what he pleases: to,. r
call, Columbiana.! This, probably; is the most tangible l- "
lection of the etidences of trad( ions, of any college. A ~ J
room in the libr~ry has been gi :n over for the collec 'on ~
and ia curator4Wi~h assistants a.pp ;inted to c,aTe ,fo'r 1lhe m n- I· ,
uscripts and ar1{icles-even the l d steins of cl'asses w ,.ch 1
have gone bef~. . !' ,. ' :' '/' I

. In collecting Columbiana, Dr 1Arrowsmith, the cura or;. r '
a,Columbia ma4 of the 80's wro! the story 'of .the col ge t
that is the heart ot Columbia. ,fe told of the'black b ' ;ks ',. 1

of the old Eng~ishl school teach ~ s in which they. ent . ~d JI!
misdemeanors qf pupils, of the\~loquence- a'nd'le~der ' ip .
of Alexander Wamilton w~ile he ;was a student, and of :th~ . t

_' discipline inflic*d upon the first ~tudents of King's Col ege I
when it was,onl the 'site where 'ow stands the Woolw.1rth - ,

. bUild~~~~ is moj~ what\radition!s, although 111~tting it nto . !.,
type robs it ofIits very essence», 0 • r, ~ , ' : I'

Columliia'~ first 'president 1.1 s a Yale~an. He bro. ght 1 '
. with him, the tradition of, each )ass planting ivy alIo . the' t,,­

buildings. Ya1e is distincti'~e 'or' its tradition of " ces. !.
, There is the S~nior fence, upoA which none but' as' ior ~ ;
may sit. A p~rtion 9f the ori ~ al of this fence sur'1fves, I
and upon it, Y~le football and : ew captains esconce t· ~m- ,r
selves when tl1ey are photogra thed for the unive:rsi an- I,
nual. Another! Yale tradition r kIuires all 'freshmen. to-ear 1
hats at all tithes when outsid j of buildings. .. Fres .~eri.~". l'
."po~s:' at all sc~ool~ are vestige Iof traditio~,.th~ c~sto;1 '. ry' " I .,
nOVItIate of th~ first year man, nd the humIlIty WIth hICh -T.

he must enter ~he halls ~f his osen Alma Mater. J • f· ..
. 'Joh~ D. ;~Kefeller, Jr:,. i: attem~t~ng to reeon ~ruct t
In sto,ne .an.d ~rlc~, the, tra~ItIOp of WI1~Iam and Ma . ; by I
the rebuI1dInglof Its old campuS. " r l , \,

I' There is ,lways the eff~rt,~dmake ~f cq~leg-e iii-a ,Iition
something cOJlcrete and tangilfe;. nut it. wil~ always Ibe a t

; spirit. : It is the most profound ~nd importan~'ingrAdi nt of . 1 ..

, ~l 'T f", 'I \
1

I;) , .. 'I"
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I.
an enjoyable, h~ppy, wholly worth-while college life... It
is the spur to effort which carries stqdents on to the gfoal
of a diploma and entrance into the cavalcade of -graduates
who have gon~ out from the eollege and left behind Tradi.:.
tion. -'~' - ;

DANA. TODD.

What is' college tradition?
This is a question asked by many people, especially... by

those who never have attended college. A college tradition
is an unwritten eustom, an act repeatedly performed, or a
thought frequently commemorated by a college faculty and

." students; and it is handed down from generation to gener-
.;. " '

ation. .
In order to appreciate such a practice, one has to be

familiar with the history pertaining to the tradition;' :qow
it orIginated and what it represents. Ev'e~ college has its. _
own traditions which it shelters and nourishes year a:fJter

i year. People, in visiting some of the older schools of the
country are not' so interested in "their fine buildings, but

I are curious in regard to. their traditions-in the history
that lies-back of the old ivy-covered walis of the chapel, the, '
romantic history back of the "Senior Bench." ,

The chapel, especially the one with compulsory attend­
ance, is fast disappearing froIn; the~ college of today. One
American college, I have in mind, has no formal chap,el,
but in its place has a periodic traditional gathering caned
"S. o. S."-Singing·on the Steps.. On certaiIi designaited
evenings, the students meet on the lawn and steps of the•
Main Hall. Th~re is held a program including music,

\ speeches and in~roduction of new members. It begins: at
seven-:;thirty O'cI9Ck, and when the cl~ck in the tower' of
Main Hall strikes the first stroke of eight o'clock, activity
ceases. Silence Iteigns while the bell clapper. sounds the l1'est
of the beats, then the crowd quietly disperses. Althomgh
attendance is n~t compulsory, almost the entire studlent
body comes regularly. '. i

"I
l
I,
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' .The present generation seeln~ to be. abandoning the
old traditions which have been a(lored and honored 1!>y Fen f
and women of preceding gen<!rations. TheY appear s nti- I
mental, trivia_I" and old-fashionedlto the modernyo\Ith.. Tihe t

. present genera~ion waIt~s actio" and, reality! It ha ~o i
desire to dwell on past ideals and lexperiences. .1 ' t-

It is disheartening1 to witn~ss the passing of th~ old I
and cheri~hed traditions.: Thei~ geing takes th~f g'la~aur "

D and individuality away fr~m thejmodern college.. NO dbubt
in years to co~e, all tpe( .colle~e's of, the. countr~ wi* be'
catalogued strIctly accQr<ilIng t<jl scholastIc standIng, lamd
although this may be ~es~ .fromtan educational viewpbint,
something of g~eat va~~~ wjll ~e lost. Traditions, senti;.

. me~ts, curious .lit.t1ec~1)n.. raGteri.Tics _which end~a:r them to
. theIr students, WIll dIs~~pear. f! A graduate wIll not have L

~ ,the same affection in'hi~ heart ]Or his "Alml Mat~r/' 901-, r
lege life will resolv~ its€l~f into ~echanicalproces~ through t
which he must pass ~n order 'to j9ptain a degree. I !

,,> .i J.. t I'; .DANMIN~OCK. .,'

I ;. ...

. In a le~er to :the p~~~ide~t ~f a tew w~stern CGllege,a' l
L
: ,

frrmer preSIdent of H~rvard ollce wrote: , . .',.. f.

,iThe foregoing s~t~m:lit~lwill serve, perhaps, to aid' . ,j

you in the actual admin~stt~i~e functions of the univer- I
sity. The making of the IcoIl~ge, hOJVever, depends ,entirely I

upon 'vines,' or tradi~io:hs,·I-;h~c.~~gr~W.with the col~ege, '. t
and form the foundatIon for tHe InstItutIon." .

Various traditions? or 'tvin~s,""as the form,er Harvard J
.president referred to th~m.,!ar.e[ in ·every colle~e of note ~n · t
the United States. Newer ~o~le~s al~,::fo:mI~g them In· ',I
the attempt to add, to the spirii or the ~stItutIon. There, I
they make their mistake. ~ra4itions are not things which J
'are. "made;" they are ''thlngs thich, th(}~gh they a~ first r
~eerh trivial, grow naturall~ inti:> imp01an~e- ,'iith the 'pass- }'
lng of years. " i I- '1. ~.-.' I· t

I- ''1 , ~'". 'I
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Some years ago, I attended a small teachers' coUege
in South Dakotal. Whe~ the institution was founded, it! ap­
pears, the admi*istrators met and formulated .a number of.
rules which they expected: to be the traoitions of the future.
That they lacked foresight is shown by the type of rules

, . I'

set forth. One" in particular, forbiddipg smoking on the
t •

'c~mpus at any time, seems already to be ob.solete. Already
the "tradition" has been broken, because students reflJsed '
to accept it. ,.' ,

In my opinion, if traditions are important, they sho\lld
have the most thorough consideration before they are taken
into the by-laws' of an institution.

FRANK TSCHOLIi.

Ad Infinitum' .
I~' '~'/ '"

By JOHN THOMAS ...LINKIN~

One night the universe poured-forth its ha·rmonies.
Deep they beat and filled my emptiness­
All of heav'n and all earth's loveliness

And I were one in these unearthly symphonies.

To die1 But I shall live forevermore
In tones of many loves arid lights of eyes­

To sing to them <.>f all that they adore,
And live with' them their dream of Paradise.

Singing and singing goes my heart­
Nor can I catch the song

That takes me from the world apart
To loves where I belong;
For this heart, that· seemed another's,
Sang so clearly and so strong.

... ..

J
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