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Concrete Products Division
Southwest District

2800 Second St. SW, Albuquerque, New Mexico
Ir. B. Miller, District Manager

the shield you look for when you wont Quality

mater ials. I t's the sign that assures you of a full

professional stoff behind the product, ready to

serve you. American Marietta works with architects,

consult ing engineers, and general contractors all

the way from the plann ing state to the f inished

building. The value of years of experience in the

use of concrete - in all of i ts forms - is offered

to you by American Marietta. You'll f ind American

Mar ietta pre-st ressed concrete units are suitable

for beams and slobs in churches, machine shops,

shopping centers, industr ial build ings, schools and

also residences. Talk to on American Marietta mon

today about the advantages of pre-stressed concrete.

And watch for the A M shield when you look for

Qualit y mater ials.

American
Marieffa
Company

A M . . . the shield of Americon Mar ietta;
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Monarch Tile

SMALL SCHOOLS? LARGE ONES?

[{~

~A;;;;i"
TILE MANUFACTURING INC.

is best for both!

In schoo ls of all sizes, Monarch glazed
ceramic til e provid es quality walls of
enduring beaut y tha t cost no more to
install. and much less to maintain .

Mona rch's new 6"x9" til e - shown here
in a new Colorado elementary school ­
offers new, modern design po sibilities.
II is only one of many sha pe in the
complete Monarch lin e.

Contact any showroo m or the General
Office for full facts about Monarch Tile
in schoo l construction.

SHOWROOMS AND WAREHOUSES IN 14 CITIES

GENERAL OFFICE AND FACTORY, SAN AN GELO, TEXAS

ONOLITE@MONO - KOTE
Direct-To Steel Fireproofing

U.L. Fi re-Tested Design No. 21

For Steel Floors

For Steel Beams

FAST APPLICATION
one coat or double back

app lies directly to beoms

strong bond to steel

saves up to 7" heigh t per story

conti nuous production-no delays

Write for
technical data
and Fire-Test
Information

..

SOUTHWEST VERMICULITE CO.
1822 First Street, Northwest

Albuquerque, N. M.
Phone : CHapel 7-2244
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~OTES AX IJ ~EWS

Three Uruguayan Architects visited an ta Fe
this past J line and met with severa l members of
the Cha pter including Philippe Register, John
McHugh, Joh n Couro n. and Hichard Halford.
The three visiting architects were Walte r Hugo
Chappe, Enrique Mari o Monestier an d J ustino

er ra lta j they were accompa nied by Hicar do
Mir a, a Cuban arc h itect presentl y ac ting as
escor t-inter pre ter for the grollp. Of the meeting
J ohn McHu gh wrote : " Rece ived ca ll from Pres i­
dent asking to meet with hi m, ~Ir. Conro n, and
the ruguayan Architects for dinner. Hushed
home, shined shoes, and in genera l tri ed to give
appearance of respectable Ameri can Architect.
At La Posad a at six found Me sers Register and
Conron having coo l one in the Loun ge. No
URUGUAYAN ARCHITECTS visib le. J oined
colleag ues in their activity as Pres. rep ort ed
that UA's were having drink party of their own
somewhere else. Lat er met the three A's to­
gether with interpreter , and all went in to dinner.
Sat between a Senor Chappe on my right and
Senor Monesti er on left. Senor Monestier con­
ver ed (in French ) with Presid ent on his left.

enor Chappe said why don't we u e thin shell
concre te in Santa Fe like they do in Mont evideo?
Cost and Histori cal ordinance. Wh y does th e
Estados nid os, as buyer , instead of letting Uru­
guay , as seller, fix the price of wheat ? ug­
ges ted that in free markets the bu yer alm ost
alwa ys sets the price. Th en asked him why hi s
a rchitectura l students unfurled unflatt ering ban.
ners and hurled tomatoes at E isenhower. Cha ppe
sa id that we must tr y to und erstand that for
him there are two great powers against each
other: A and USSH, and that ruguay mu st
feel free to choose between them. Properl y
shatte red, answered that couldn't see how an
enlightened nation could feel free to choose he­
tween dark Medieval slavery on the one hand
and freedom and human decency on the other.
Added that had previousl y thought of ruguay
as enlightened na tion. He replied that I just
didn't und erstand (too true ) , an d smooth]v
switched th e conversation back to the safe sub­
ject of arch itecture, saying grandly that there
are reall y only two architects in the nit ed

tates Frank Lloyd \ r ight and Mies va n del'
Rohe. After this we were join ed by Dick Hul­
ford, and everyo ne at our end of the tabl e be­
gan to talk of food. On thi s pleasant subject
the dinner broke up, and after suitable Adi os's,
I went home."

A. I. A. PICNIC will tak e place on aturday,
July 30th at Hyde Park, near anta Fe. Th e
picnic activiti es, such as softball, horseshoe
pit chin g, darts, croquet, badminton and possibl y
others, will begin a t 2 :00 o'clock and continue
un til about 4 :00 in the afternoon. Th e pi cnic
takes place fro m 4 :00 to 6 :00 or later.

BlUfPRlnT COmPAny
,4[b ll 'l Il"' 'I II<' , Old est Blur r,in ' C" mpa'l) - Sino [928

BLUE PRINTS • BLACK & WH ITE
PRIN TS · PHOTO COPIES · CAM.
ERA REPRODUCTION S • MULTI.
LITH PRINTING

•Distr ibutor for Keuffel & Esser

A . S. KIRKPATRICK, JR.• MGR .
514 FOURTH ST.. N .W . Ph. CH 3·3521

PAUL E. HEGGEM. MGR.
613 SAN M ATEO, N.E. Ph. Al 5·8753

ALBUQUERQUE, NEW MEXICO

,,~~fep

RUBBER TILE
Sound-softening SOFTSTEP is mode from high grade
rubber compound . . . uniform in color and physical
characteristics,
Recommended for installation on or above grade over
any smooth, dry interior sub-flooring. Can be sofely
installed on concrete underfloors in contact with the
ground.
The perfect choice in flooring for the finest residences
and commercial installations where quietness is espec­
ially desired.
High-gloss cannot wear off because it goes completely
through the tile. Remarkably easy to maintain,

weaJteveJt
ALL-VINYL TILE

WEAREVER is tough, and durable. It's one of the
strongest flooring materials available today. Yet it is
flexible, resilient and completely comfortable underfoot.
Recommended for installation on or above grade. Resis­
tant to grease, dirt, bleaches. harsh cleaners and acids.

Distributed by

PHONE DIAMOND 4·3437
312 INDUSTRIAL NE P. O. BOX 1098

ALBUQUERQUE, NEW MEXICO
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Useful
References

MISSIO NS OF NEW MEXICO, 1776
by Eleanor Adorns & Fr. Angelico Chavez

A n indispensable reference on 18th century
New Mexico mission archit ecture and furnish ­
ings. Illustrated with 26 scale drawings of mis­
sions, plu s Spanish ma ps. 15.00

SOUTHWEST GARDENING
by Rosalie Doolittl e & Harriet Tiedebohl

Ideal for South western home planners and be­
ginning gardene rs, it covers all facets of gard­
ening [rom problems of soil and cl imate to
plant selection, care and landscapin g. More
than 80 illu strat ions ; plot plan s. 5.00

SAINTS IN THE VALLEYS
by Jose E. Espinosa

Christian sacred images in the hist ory , life
and folk art of Spanish New Mexico between
1775 and 1900. Jltlap and 47 photographs of
"Santos." 6.50

U N nVElR§llTY OlF
NEW MEXnCO

JP>JRlE§§
ALB UQU E !RQU E

Look for this shield displayed by leading
plumbing, heating and air condition ing
dealers and homebu ilders in New Mexico.

It's The Sign Of Pre-Engineered Excellence

BROWN PIPE & SUPPLY
Albuquerque-Farming ton-Santa Fe

XOTES OX READING

Jose E. Espin osa, AINTS I T il E V ALLEY,
Th e Univers ity of 'ew Mexico Press,
ALBUQ ERQUE, 1960. . 6.50

Bult os and Retablo the antos of New Mex-
ico- -a re unqu estionably the wide t kn own mani­
festati on of the folk art of the Ameri can South­
west. Tumer ous articles and exhibits prepared
over the past few decad es att est to the fascin a­
tion which these ant os hold for the present
day . Th eir very naivety, their boldness, sim­
plicit y and di rectn ess of sta tement are in close
rapport with the urban so phistication of our
own art form s. In this handsomely designed
and printed study the author present s a bri ef
hi tor y and ana lysis of these paintings and
ca rvings, and the place which they occupied in
the folk lif e of I Tew Mexico fr om the 17th
through the 19th century . nfortunately, the
pau cit y of docum ent s has mad e it ver y difficult
for the author to trace the hi stor y and develop­
ment of thi s ar t form in as much detail as man y
of us would like to ee. Perhap the maj or
sho rt coming of the book is that being a devoted
Cath olic, the autho r find s him self unable to
critically appraise the socia logical and psycho­
logical implicat ions of this form of religious art.

David Gebhard

Willard Connely, LO UIS SU LLIVAN AS HE LIVED,
Hor izon Press, New }'ork, 1960

For one desiring a light , eas ily readable ac­
count of the life of Loui H. ulli van un erncum­
bered by weight y discussions of ar chitectural
designs, Willard Connely' study should amply
fill the bi ll. TO architectural h istor y is thi s but
a sympa thetic biograph y ab out the man dis­
tingui shed as Ameri ca's grea t skyscraper de­
signer.

Whi le the book includes severa l imp ortant
additions to our knowledge of Loui s Sull ivan,
e peciall y in the form of h ithert o unpubl ished
letters, the author has by no mean s endeavo red
to pr esent a reinterp retati on of Sull ivan as a
person or as an arch itect. Ind eed one ma y re­
gre t the absence of a deeper penetration into
the mind of this persona lit y who early in life
rose to such exalted heights only to spend the
maj ority of his ca reer in relative obsc ur ity.

Mr. Connely has patentl y avo ided a detailed
discussion of ull ivan as an archit ect and deal s
with his creative achi evements only in sufficient
depth to lend balance, with out undue distrac­
tion , to the overa ll picture of his central cha rac­
ter. In this res pect the author of Louis Sull ivan
us lie Lived makes no pretention of up crceding
Pr ofcssor Hugh Morrison 's Louis ulliuan which
was first published twent y-five years ago. Th e
latter monograph will remain the standard work
for the reader primarily intere ted in ullivan '
architectura l accomplishments with only second­
ary concern for biogra ph ical materi al.

continued- page 22 notes on reading
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WHAT HEGIOXAI, AR nrrs T RE
~mA. ' S TO ~[E

Phillippe Register

ndoubted ly regional architecture means dif­
ferent things to different people. That is why,
in the titl e of this article, I have been careful
to state "what regional ar chitecture means to
me."

10

C8Que gthea{Q
CRephOductiOlt\g

417 4th NW. 128 Quincy N.E.
CH 7-9565 AL 5-8tiJ6

MANUFACTURERS OF

Asphalt Roofing
WHICH MEET FEDERAL AND

ASTM SPECIFICATIONS

Now featuring the new

locking tab shingle with the

"break - 'n - half" feature

ROOF ING PRODUCTS, INC.

1621 Williams St. SE- CH 3-5619
Albuquerque, New Mexico

ALBUQUERQUE
TESTING
LABORATORY

Sub-soiI Investigation
For Structural Foundations

Laboratory Analysis and
Evaluation of Construction

Materials

532 Jefferson St., NE - P. O. Box 4101
Phone AL 5-8916 - Albuquerque, N. M.

Let li S go back to the basi c concept of archi­
tecture as shelter; shelter is defined as protec­
tion from the elements. Th erefore, the design
for shelter which we build for ourselves in Tew
Mexico should be predicated on the weather
conditions with which we are faced. \Vhat are
the weath er condition in Tew Mexico ? They
are basi call y quite varied , depending upon which
part of the state one lives in. In northern New
Mexico , for example, the weather is quite cold
and often unpleasant from overnber until May;
on the other hand, in the ar ea around Las Cru ces,
warm weather prevails with the exception of
three or four month from December through
Marcil. In spite of the climatic differen ces, the
sections of 1 'ew Mexico have several character­
istics in common ; these are a strong sun , and
a persistent , pr evailing wind.

To my way of thinking, the elements of cli­
mate, sun, and wind should be the determining
factors in the design of our structure. Good
regional designing is cognizant of these elements.
Th e fact that these buildings mayor ma y not
resemble the architectura l styles of the past has
relativel y little to do with their regional charac ­
teri stics.

orne of the buildings which were construc ted
centur ies ago, such as the Acoma Pu ebl o and
church. the Ta os Pu ebl o, and the stone chur ch
at Ouarai, ar e trul y regional in that they have
thick wall s and heav y roofs as protecti on from
the intense sun in the summertime and the cold
and wind in the wint ertime. All openings uch
as door s and wind ows ar e small as further pro ·
tecti on from the elements. TIle genera l appear­
ance of these buildinus is the result of the lab or
and materi al s which were available during those
periods.

What then would be considered good regional
ar chitecture toda y? In my opinion, judgm ent of
good regional architecture should be based on
the ame premise, namel y how well the build­
ina or buildings ar e designed with re pect to
sun, wind and climate. If the regional architec­
ture of toda y is to be contemporary, th e cho ice
of materials should be consistent with the techn o­
logical advances of the mid-twentieth centur y.

How can we design our buildings of today
to ad equatel y protect us from the sun, wind ,
and climate ? It is no longer economically pos­
sible to build adobe walls three feet thi ck, and
thin adobe walls do not provide good insulation.
Our techn olo gy how ever does permit us to create

N M A , July - August, '60



The b e s t ideas are rrrore e xciting

in concrete

Robin Lake dining pavilion. Ida Cason. Callaway Gardens, Pine Mountain. Georg ia. A rchitects:
Aeck Associates, Atlanta, Ga. Structural Consultants: Drake. Funsten & Harrison, Atlanta, Ga.

Gay parasols o£ concrete
add a £estive touch to eating out

Conical bowls atop slender conc rete stems create a roof that's unusual and dramatic. For a

pavilion where informal meals are meant to be fun , these parasols give just the right atmosphere.

Only in concrete do such architectural flights of fancy become so down-to-earth practical.

With its unique plasticity, concrete provides endless creative potential.

Architects today are finding more and more new uses for concrete - as a basie structural

material of exciting natural beauty as well as great strength . It 's stimulating a whole new

trend in contemporary American structures.

PORT LAND C E M ENT ASSO C IATION 120 Madeira Drive, N.E., Albuquerque, New Mexico

A national organization to improve and extend the uses of concrete



Ins iallirut Contractors of

Ceram ic Tile

Marble

Terrazo

Granite

Quarry Tile

Glass Mosaics

Dis tributors of

Glazed Structural Tile

Brick

Builders Hardware

Let us help with

your pro blems on

any of th e above

New Mexico Marbl e & Tile Co.
New Mexico's Oldest

and Largest Tile Contracto rs
414 2nd St. SW-CH 3-5541

CREGO BLOCK COMPANY
6026Second NW 01 4-3475
Albuquerque, New Mexico

Maker of the FINEST cutecleved

products in New Mexico

A £ O N T E M P O R A R Y GENERAL

THE CENT ERLIN E, INC.
STORE

12

fabrics
furniture
accessories
inter ior planning
member-NATIONAL SOCIETY

or INTERIOR DESIGNERS

in July and August

LAND OF THE SUN
a sales exhibit ion of
items gathered on
a recent trip to

• South America 207 LIN'£OLN AVENUE SANTA FE XEW ~IEXI£O
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FOR BORROWING LIGHT,

THESE TRANSLUCENT UNITS-

JAY GREAR"INC

acme
BRICK COMPANY

samples & literature
on request

CHapel 7-0131

HOLLUW
STRUCTURAL
TILE
SCR and HOLLOW
BRICK

COMMON
BRICK
FACE
BRICK

• Plexiglas Skylights

• Alsynite Structural Panels

• Vinyl Light Diffusers

• Decorative Acrylite

• Guardian Panels (steel
reinforced fiberglass)

KINNEY BRICK

COMPAN Y, INC.
P. O. Box 86
Ph. CHapel 2-0246
Off ice at Brick & Tile Works
5 Miles South on Second Street
Albuquerque, New Mexico

distributors for

A Spanish Colonial Bed by

SOUTH WESTERN MASTE R
C RAFTSMEN

116 E. Palace Santo Fe, N. M. YUcco 3-3971
Offering CONSULTANT & DESIGN SERVICE
For INTERIORS AND CUSTOM FURNITURE

1222 Edith Blvd. NE

large roof areas and spans quit e economically .
By allowing our roofs to extend quite far out
beyond the wall s, either through the use of
porta ls or simple cantilevers , we can protect
our wall s from the direct sun and in th is way
keep our structures coo l in the summer. By
pr oper placement of she lter ing wing wall s near
entrances we can minimize the effect of the pre­
vailing winds. We hav e a perfect opportunity
in New Mexico to tak e ad vantage of the winter
sun when it is desirable and to shut it out in the
summer when it is too hot. By orienting build­
ings with the glass to the south, coupled with
the use of a pr operl y determined overhang, we
can let in the wint er sun and eliminate the sum­
mer sun. Due to the dr yness and altitude of our
state, we are sensitive to radiant heat. Standing
by an undraped nor th window in wint ertime we
usuall y feel cold. Why not then keep openin gs
in north walls to a minimum, or eliminate them
completely?

To review br iefl y, our climatic conditions in
1 ' ew Mexico call for large overhanging roof
ar eas, protective wing walls, the opening up of
our structures to the south winter sun, and the
clos ing them off against the north exposure.

What ar e we faced with concern ing mat erials
for the Southwest ? Maintenance costs of a bui ld­
ing ar e ver y imp ortan t, espec ia lly to public in­
stitutions ; thus maintenance free mater ials ar e
desirable in this cl imate. The sun in New Mex­
ico has a devasta ting effect on wood unl ess the
wood can be pain ted with dedica ted regu larity.
However , if the wood can be kept protected
from sun and water through the use of generous
overhangs, it will retain its or iginal qualities
for a long time with little or no maintenance.
Most other exterior wall mat er ials will stand up
well in thi s climate. Th ese can be divided into
two main catego r ies. The fir st includes concrete
masonry and stucco. Concrete mas onry is
usuall y pain ted, and will need peri odi c repain t­
ing, although not as often as wood. Stu cco is
usuall y applied with integral color. After a few
years of direct exposure to the sun , wind and
rain, stucco will develop hair line cracks and
some color fading, which will require pat ching
and painting. In the second category ar e the
denser materials which require litt le or no
fini sh. These include face bri ck, glazed bri ck,
stone, precast stone, terra cotta, baked enamel,
ceramic til e, marble and the like. These ma­
terials will stand up ind efinitely to the weather
but their initial cost is considerably more than
masonry unit or stucco.

AII tru e form s of regional archit ecture reflect
the climate of the area. In France and England,
the steep roofs indi cate a region of heav y rain­
fal l. In Ital y th e flat heavy roofs indi cate the
preval ence of a dry, warm climate. I predict
that in ew Mexico we will see regionalism in
ar chitecture making itself felt in more extensive
roof structures, set-back (protected ) walls , li m­
ited glass on the north , protected glass on th e
south, and use of dense imperv ious ma ter ials
where walls are exposed to the weather.
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INCORPORATED

CO-Id1utcl9~ bOlt f)~ceJUdKg C~
Jo E cker t Hube1', A .I .D.

Gary Beals

ALBUQUERQUE

3215-25 Cent ral Avenue, East
ALpine 6-9800 and 6-4312

NO LEAKS
... at L os Altos!

corp.

new

santa fe

general

pumice
For No-Lea k strength and
flexibility, Flatow, Moore,
Bryan & Fairburn specified
CH EM SEAL 2720 for
th is roof at Los Altos
swimming pool! Also ex­
cellent when used with
insula ting ma terials. Let
us tell you ALL about
CHEM SEAL 2720!

50% Elongati on • Eve ry Color
T ensiLe Strength: 800 PSI

t i
They specified .
CHEM SEAL 2720
NEW
EPOXY
COMPOUND
FOR
PERMANENT
ROOF
PROTECTION!

C.E.Mitcham CO.
mexico

CONSTRUCTiON MATERIALS

7 16 COMMERC IAL, SE CH 7· 1478
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NOTES ON AN ARCHITECTURAL

STUDY TRIP

John W. M cH ugh

On this study trip went in sea rch of that
elu sive quality of freshness in ar chi tectural
design, in bui ldin gs both new or old. l ac·
cepted " Commodity, firmn ess, and deli ght " as
essential qualities in an y good bui ldin g and went
on to search for excelle nce ab ove and beyond
these seldo m attained essentials. I decided that
aft er a bui lding is designed and bui lt , hi stor ian s,
editors, cr itics, and even the ar chit ect him self
will find reasons or develop philosophies to ex­
pla in how the design was determined by the
structura l sys tem, by economics, or by a desire
"To express our times." But the real truth of
the ma tter is that every bui ld ing is so shaped
main ly becau se the designer wan ted it that
way- the reasons came af ter. All the structura l
features from lintel s, vaults, domes, poin ted
arches, steel trusses, and thin she ll concre te have
been developed in answer to a need. Designers
did not say " Here's a dome, what can we do
with it ?" but ra the r " I want to build a room
lar ger than any now stan ding and with out
columns. How can we do it ?" All this is lead­
ing up to the idea that we sho uld fir st dr eam of
our spaces, enclos ures, solids, and openings
then find struc tura l systems to reali ze our
dr eams- or develop new sys tems if necessary .

uch an approach can lead to fresh, ne w, and
exciting sha pes an d sp aces . nfortu nately, most
of the new buildings I saw on my trip seem to
have been designed the other way round- the
struc ture determined the whole design fro m
the star t. " I say, George, on that new schoo l
gro up, I thi nk you' d better usc the lift-slab
sys tem; might put in some vaults here and
there-and we've got to have some grilles, the
public wants 'em." Th is approach simply
washes the country back and forth with the
changing tid es of fashi on. It sa tisfies our genu·
ine need for novelt y but discou rages cre ativity.
We get a lot of nice bui ldin gs but ver y few ex­
celle nt ones. So much for the design approach.

The other fact which sort of murmurs when
you see a few new buildings and reall y shouts
when you see severa l hun dred of them is th at
a lmost all of the buildings being built today
need more discipline in their design . In an at­
tempt to make our bui ldings interesti ng we are
apt to clutter them, so that they seem to stammer
rather than make a clear sta tement. Thi s hap­
pens with buildings of any style, but there are
many different bui ld ings which speak eloquent.
ly ; such as the Lincoln Memoria l, the Wythe
House at Williamsburg, the U. ' . Secre tariat,
the Guggen he im Museum, or the old buildings
at Dartmouth. Th ese all sha re a quality of
serenity simila r to that of the old Govern ors'
Pal ace in Sa nta Fe. None of these buildings
tri es to efface itself or to ap pea r less than it

continued- page 22 stud y tr ip

P. O. BOX 2098
PHONE YU2-2555

P. O. BOX 3276
PHONE AL 6·1702

P. O. BOX 13027
PHON E CR9-4511

SCHLAGE Loeksets
P. F. CORBIN Hardware
WASCOLITE Skydomes
GOTHAM Chalkboards
KNICKERB OCKER Toilet Partitions
LAWSON Toilet Accessorie s
AMERAY X-Ray Protection
VEN TILOUVRE CO. Louvres
ELCO Hollow Metal Products
LUPTON Metal Windows
HAGER Hinges
ARNCO Curtain Cubicles,

Coat & Hat Raeks

A business
built through
service and integrity

& HARRY I. DAVISa¥fAJ
IUILDINO SPICIALTIIS INOINIIIINO PIODUCTI
PoO. lOX 4055 • ALiUQUIlQUI, NIW MIXICO

Established 1923
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F ig . 1. P roject fo r Che mis t ry Bu ild in g, University of N ew Mex ico, by Wal t er Bu rl ey Gri ffi n, 1915
Mai n elevation . (Co urtesy o f N orth wes te rn U niversity)

ELEVATION

F ig. 2. P roject for Che m istry Buil di n g, Un ive rs ity of N ew Mexi co, by W a lt e r Bu rley Griffin, I P ' 'J
P lan. (Courtesy of N or thwes tern U n iversi y ',
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Fig. 3. Projected Campus Plan for University of New Mexico by Walter Bur ley Griffin, 1915.
(Courtesy of Northwestern University)
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Fig. 4. P a la ce of th e Gove r nor, Uxmal, Yucatan. Reconstruction.
(From G. O. T o tt en , Maya A rc h itectu re, W ashin gton , D. C. , 1926)



THE OLD CH E l\IIS T HY B ILDING

Behind the modest Old Chem istry Building on the
niversit y of 1 Tew Mexico campus lies a notab le,

though complex, archi tectura l hi stor y. Chosen as
architect by the sma ll niver it y, which then num ­
bered on ly 135 students, was a man who had recently
atta ined intern ati onal recognition by winnin g the co rn­
pet ition to design the new federal capitol of Australia
- Canberra-which, in 1913 was compara ble to the
honor of being ar chit ect of Brasili a or Chandigarh.
The conditions of the competition required Walter
Burl ey Griffin , the Ameri can prize winner, to voyage
down-under, Thi s trip introduced complications and
dela ys in the fulfillment of his commitments in ew
Mexico and finally resulted in the Old Chemistry
Building assuming its present form und er the direction
of Griffin 's associate Francis Barry Byrn e.

Since only two visual records remain by which we
can reconstruct Griffin's or igina l concept our analysis
is grea tly res tr icted. Extant is one pr eliminary draw­
ing for the " Future Chemistry Building" that includes
elevations, plans, and a section (figs. 1 and 2 ) and also
a gro up plan for the entire campus that, unfortunately,
illu strates only two verticle sections taken th rough
the complex of buildings (fig. 3 ) .

Walt er Burley Griffin prop osed a monume ntal,
sym metrica l design composed of sha rply defined and
sim ply organized masses which would have read with
great cla r ity under a bri ght Tew Mexico sun. The
two story building was to ha ve high ceilings thu s al­
lowin g the wind ows to be ca rr ied over the doorways
and organized in a horiz ontal band. As seen from the
exterior these square fir st floor wind ows were the
vehicle for a "concentration of external ornament
(thus) ena bling the accentuation of black voids with
perforated enrichment."! Thi s was to be the only
decoration on the otherwise plain facade. To achieve
the effect of a high unbroken atti c story the Ien estrn­
tion for the second floor was to be treated as a clere­
story reversed so that the wind ows were orga nized
aro und a sha llo w light well over the lower ceilinged
second floor corr ido r (see section, fig. 2 ) . Thi s in­
genious arra ngement left the upper porti on of the
facade unobstru cted and enhanced the impressive
character of the edifice.

Although the concept und erl ying thi s design was
extre mely personal for an era domin ated by the mi s­
sion style or some form of classicism, one may legiti­
mately inquirc into those sources which offered in­
sp iration to the architect. uch an inquiry necessitates
a look into \ a lter Burl ey Griffi n's background . In
1901, after gra dua ting from the niversit y of Illinois,
Gr iffin entered the office of Fra nk Lloyd Wri ght where
he stayed about five years du ring which time the Lar­
kin Compa ny Administra tion Building at Buffalo, and

nit y Church at Oak Park, were on the drawing
board s. Once on his own it took until about 1911
bcfore the character istics of his personal style began
to supersede those acquired during his association with

A T T HE N IVEHS ITY OF NE W MEXI C O.

ITS AXT E CEDENTS AN D THA DITIO N

H. Allen Brooks , Jr.
Dept. Art and Archaeology

University 0/ Toronto , Toronto Canada

Wri ght. Th e feelin g for mass and solidity found in
the Larkin Building and nit y Church was transfer red
by Gr iffin to domestic architecture and became his
hallmark in Ameri ca and Australia. Archit ectu re.
however , wa always Gri ffin 's seco ndary interest. The
delight he took in planning and landscaping led him
to enter the competition for Canberra which, when
won, turned his att enti on to the south ern hemisph ere
for the remainder of his career. In consequence he
became a nati onally known figure, not in the nited

tates, but in Australia.

Th e massiveness evident in the design for the Chem­
istry Build ing reflects both Griffin 's association with
Wright and his sympathy for the pre-Columbian archi­
tecture of Mexico. \Vhile no immediate source can be
isolat ed for the Griffin pr oject, the Mayan Palace of
the Governor at xmal, Yuca tan , expresses a similar
spirit with its tripartite symmetrical composition, low
horizontal massing in which the upper half is tr eated
as an atti c story, and strong demarcation separating
this section from the lower por tion (fig. 4 ). Except
for these point s of comparison the Griffin design is
manifestl y different with its severe (as opposed to
ornate ) treatm ent of the atti c, the proj ectin g soffit at
mid-el evati on , and the banded arrangement of win­
dows over the doors. It is more the spir it of pre·
Columbian archit ecture which has attracted Griffin
than the specific forms, and if not for the fact that
this spir it was discern abl e in much of Griffin's othe r
contemporary work one might question the va lidity
of such a comparison. Griffin him self did not mak e
specific reference to the ancient ar chit ecture of Mexico
hut , perhaps for the sake of the cli ents, related the
design to the New Mexican tradit ion by say ing that
" My interpretation of the pueblo type is governe d
only by its idcal of simplicity and directness of adapt.
ing the mean s inh erent in the local materials, climate,
and the atmosphere in its broad sens e.l'" Whi le puebl o
architecture is similar to that of the Mayans with its
emphasis on cubic form , mass, and severe planear
surfaces, the Griffin pr oject, whil e sympathetic to the
local Indian tradition, was cer tainly more akin to the
souther ly neighb ors.

Why or when Walter Burley Griffin fir st became
conscious of pre-Columbian archit ecture is uncertain.
His ea rl iest major commission of 190P showed a
preference for massiveness but not of the Mayan type,
His first contact with this exotic architecture pr obably
occur red whil e in Wright 's office, for among the
master's drawings i a study for a br ick and concrete
bu ilding dated 1904~ which vag uely recall s cer ta in
ruin s at Mitl a whi le imultaneously hinting at Griffin '
later window treatm ent in the Chemistry Building
proj ect. But although there exist some questionabl e
relati onships or par all els of earl ier dat e it remains
a fact that Frank Lloyd Wright was not profoundly
effected by pre-Columbian ar chitecture until 1915 (o r
shortly thereaft er ) G when its message became clear to
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Fig. 5. Alin. Barnsdall Hou ••• L08 Angelee, California
By Frank Lloyd Wright. 1918-20

(Courtesy oC H. R. Hitchcock)

Fig. 6. Old Chemistry Building, University DC New Mexico. by Francis Barry Byrne, 19:
(Photo by David Geb haz



him and led to a st ro ng influence on hi s work ; stro ng­
er than an y othe r to whi ch Wright wa to succumb
during his long caree r. Th e most str iking examples
are th e A. D. German Wareh ou se, Richland Cente r,
Wisco nsin, of ca . 1915, the decoration proj ect for th e
Bogk House at Milwaukee of 1916, and th e Aline
Barnsdall House at Los An geles of 1918-20 (with
sketches for thi s design go ing ba ck to ab out 1917 ) .
Thus Griffin 's proj ect for the Chemistry Building at
the Universit y of New Mexico was at lea st contem­
porary to, if it did not pre-date, an y of 'Vright's major
essays in thi s direction. A co mpa rison between Crif­
fin 's design of 1915 and \ . right's Barnsdall House
of 191 8-1920 imm ediately suggests that the New Mex­
ico proj ect was the key to '\ right's design (fi g. 5 ).
But the Griffin drawing was not published and al­
though it was sent fr om Au stralia to hi s Chi cago off ice
it would be impossible to ascertain if Wri ght saw it.
Thus the intriguing qu esti on of wheth er th e Chemi stry
Building proj ect was to cons titute a major so urce of
inspiration for Frank Lloyd Wright mu st remain un·
answere d.

We may regret that Griffin ' proj ect gave way to
a less ambitiou s sche me for, in sp ite of a certa in stiff­
ness of composition, thi s admirable design would ha ve
been an impressive addition to th e campus. In fact,
had Griffin 's or ig inal ideas materialized , the entire
ca mpus would have been devel op ed as a unified arch i­
tectural conce pt. Th e arrangement was to be fairl y
tightl y organized around the main building complex
with low appendages radiating out from th e core . The
a rch itectura l charac ter was to be similar to that of
th e Chemistry Building exce pt for th e dominant cen­
tral motif composed of freel y extending lat eral planes
supported by vertical posts and scree ns . Griffin, in a
lett er of 29 Augu t 1915, summed up hi s ideas by
saying " the general scheme i a compact, continuo us
pueblo, to afford a ma ximum of she lte r, conve nience
a nd coziness. Th e whol e gro up is low-Iyin g (l and 2
sto ries) with econo mical plain masses, . . . and all
dominated by a loft y pyr amidal centr a l str ucture and
rendered attracti ve by a wid e var iat ion of co rre la ted
courts and axial vistas." From th e standpoint of plan.
nin g this arrangement would ha ve been most inter est­
ing, if provocative, since th e idea was at variance with
the usual univer sit y campus la yout wherein individual
buildings wer e orzanized in a pattern around an open
mall instead of in continuous sequence. But no th or­
ough anal ysis ca n be made of Gri ffin 's th oughts fr om
these sparce record whi ch lack eve n a zround pl an.

Our di scu sion up to thi s poi nt has accounted fo r
those two design s created in ab sentia by Gr iff in in
1915, but not for the Chem istry Building now pa rt of
the Universit y. Before hi s departure for Australia
in 1913 Walter Burley Griffin made arrangements
with Francis Barry Byrne, a former colleag ue in Frank
Llo yd Wright's studio, to return from California and,
in association with Griffin, to tak e over th e latter 's
Chicago off ice for a period of tim e to ease the rupture
ca used by Griffin 's absence. s th e yea rs pas cd co­
opera tion diminish ed and, althou gh the contract of
January 5th , 191 6, between the niver ity and th e
a rc hitects was signe d by both men , th e blue prints for
th e Chemistry Building, dated April 15th, 1916, carry
only the name of Byrne.

While ostens ibly rel ated to th e Griffin proposal in
emphas izing mass, cube, and blank wall pi er ced by
windows org an ized in a horizont al band, th e exec uted
huilding is, in effec t, vir tually a new co nce ption (f ig­
ure 6 ). Th e feeling of p re-Columbian ar chitecture is
no longer preser ved and exce pt for a similar vag ue
relation ship to a pu eblo, the design is fr ee from hi s­
torical precedent. Francis Barry Byrn e later remarked
that " it min gl ed the influence of Sullivan and Wright,
allied with my precept ion of th e values that ex isted
in the s implifying tendencies of Irving Gill, whom I
had known during a visit to California." o Irvin g Gill,
too little known in th e nited States, was then doing
sever e work in Southern California not unlike that of
th e ezess ion architect Adolf Loos in Austria. Al­
th ou gh the feeling for mass in th e Chemi stry Building
is very simila r to that expres sed by Irvin g Gill , the
fenestration and plan of the building are not. The
refer ence to Louis ullivan is not as inappropriate as
it would seem since Byrn e always felt that Sullivan's
greates t message was to be found in hi s org anizat ion
of ma ss a nd simplifica tion of form ; certa inly th e
Chemi st ry Building embo dies th ese id eal s.

Th e plan al so differs fr om the Griffin project since
th e rooms a re arra nge d around an open court instead
of a centra l corr ido r and, althou gh the building is
still bilaterally symmetr ica l with a tripartite rna ing
of th e main facade, th e entr ance sec tion is projected
rather tha n recessed. The clea n-cut window openings
neatly or de red ag ainst th e plain elevat ion s offe r only
partial reli ef to the rigor ou s com pos ition. The only
minor concess ion is found in th e in-set rectangular
panels placed between the window voids . Oth erwise
the building is an essay in stark simplifica tion.

Both th e earl ie r proj ect by Walter Burley Griffin
and th e exec uted building by Francis Barry Byrn e
share man y commo n charac ter istics of design, yet one
em pha tically str ive (and not without success) for
mo numenta lity while the othe r is co ntent to be unpre­
tentiou s ; one is consc ious of sty le ( in th e design
sense ) wh ile its counterpa rt seeks only to be unobtru­
sive. Both design s illuminate a phase in Am erican
arch itec ture and simultaneously suggest an aesth eti c
not unsympatheti c to the International St yle of th e
foll owing decad e.

NOTES
1. Letter of 29 August 1915 from Wa lter Burley

Grif f in to George L. Brooks, President, Board of Re ­
gents, University of New Mexico.

2. IBID .

3. Will iam Emery House, Elmhur st, Ill inois. Exe­
cuted as a private commission while Griffin was in
Wright's off ice .

4. Illu strated in A TESTAMENT by Frank Lloyd
Wr ight (N ew York, Horizon Press, 1957) p. 43.

5. Dimitri Tselos in his provocative art icle on "Ex­
otic In fluences in the Architect ur e of Frank Lloyd
Wright" ( M AGAZINE OF ART, XLVII , 1953, pp. 160·169)
traces the in fluence of pre-Columb ian decora tion on
Wright back to 1895, yet th e first clear ins tance of the
building form being so effected was the A . D. German
Warehouse of ca. 1915.

6. Barry Byrne, AMERICA N BENEDICTI NE REVIEW, II
1951, p. 148.
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Hugh Rowlond, Architect-Clinic for Howord L Smith, M.D., Roswell, 1959.
A small medical office eventually planned for dual occupancy and as a part of a future large shopping
center. This concre te block, brick and stucco building was const ructed for about $15 a square foot
including all the files, cabine ts and othe r built- in furniture. It was const ructed by the Valley Building
Company. A- Landsca ped area, gravel ground cover and low maintenan ce planting; B-Entrance court;
C-Vestibule; D-Waiting Room; E-Office; F--(:orridcr; G-Blood pressure and weight alcove; H--(:on­
sultat ion; I-Examinat ion; J-Storoge; K-Toilet; L-Laborotory; M-Shot room; N-Wark room;
0--Mechan ical equipment room.
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-continued f r om page 8 notes on rea ding

The fort y-fou r well chose n illustrations are
of high qualit y both techni cally and artisticall y.

lan y are new views of familiar buildings or
exce lle nt detail s which add immeasurabl y to
one's enjoy ment of the pl ates. Also included i
a very useful bibliography.

Thus the maj or contr ibution of thi s new biog­
ra phy is in its am plified acco unt, often enr iched
with new inform ati on, ab out the life of Loui s

ull ivan. With architectura l discussion mini­
mized a broader, non-technical audience can be
reac hed and int roduced to the life and work of
this revo lutiona ry Amer ican arc hitect.

H. Allen Brooks
niversity oj Toronto

-continu ed from page 15 stu dy trip

IS. Like a thoroughbred horse each has a prid e
or even ar roaance of man ner tempered by a
gentlemanly cons ideration for its neiahbors.

Th e e two ideas were the pr incipa l ouvenirs
brought home from my trip.

Among the place visited were: Color ad o
prings, Ka nsas City, Chicag-o, Toledo, Fire.

lands distr ict of Ohio, Buffalo, Finger Lakes,
Sa lem, IP wich, Marblehead , Brandeis, Jew
Haven, Tel" Hope, ashington, D. C., Williams­
burg, Cha rlottesv ille, pl ant ati ons along the
James, Colum bus, and Louisville.

advertisers index
Albuquerque llIueprint Co• ..._ ..__. ..__.. 7
Albuquerque Gr o"'e l Product s Co. 6
Albuquerque Testing Laboratory .-.---- 10
American larietta Co. ._. 2
The Banes Co m pa ny, Inc. . . 5

The John lIarnes Co. -.---..- ..- .... ---.._ .. ...__23
llIue Streak Heproductions --------..- .... .. 10
B1umcraft -._.... . .__.__.__ 9
Bordenaue Const r uet te n Co., Inc. . 6
IIrown Pipe a nd S up p ly Co. 8
Builders S pe cialty Se rv ice. Ine, 15
Cen t er li ne. Inc. ----...---- 12-
Crego llIock Co. __. .__12
Harry I. Da vis Co. _. . 15
D... er t Cer a m ics _ .._. . 22
Eckert 's _. . H

Gen eral Pumice Corp. __. H
Jay Grea r . Inc• . _...._ 13

Kinn ey Brick Co.• Inc. __...... _ 13
La valand Hehehts llIock Co • ._.. ._ 24
l\Iarvel Hoofing Products . Inc. . IO (
l\Iiller and Smith MCIr. Co .. Inc• . .__.. 2
lonarch Tile Mfg., Inc. .._ ... ... ._ 3
' e w l ex ico Marble & Tile Co. .. 12

C. E . litcham Co. .._. 14

Ed lrar D. Otto & Son ._ 23
Portland Ce men t A88ociation 11
Public Se r v ice Co m pa ny of N e w Mexico 5
Sout he r n Un ion GIUl Campan)' 6
Sout h wes t Vermiculite Co. _ .._.. 3
Seuthwe tern luter Craftsman 13
Stn"CO Sales. Inc. 7
Un h "ers it y or New l exico Press 8
Vanguar d weather Fend Co . 22
We stern E mpire lIuilders S upply .... ..__22

N M A , July - August, '60


