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This Bulletin and Handbook of Policies, 1999 - 2000 reflects the current policies of the
University of New Mexico School of Law and is intended as a source of information for questions
concerning the Rules and Regulations of the Law School and other matters pertaining to a
student's law school career. All students are held responsible for the information contained in
the Handbook. The policies and statements contained herein are subject to continuous review
and evaluation and may be changed at any time without notice by the faculty of the UNM School
of Law. Any such changes will supersede the provisions set forth in this edition. (August 1999).
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August 21
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November 23/24
November 28
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December 6/16
December 16

Spring Semester 2001
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Monday
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Sunday/Sunday
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Last Day of Second- & Third-Year Classes
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Final Examinations
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Law Classes Begin

Martin Luther King Day (No Classes)
Spring Break (No Classes)
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Reading Period

Final Examinations
Commencement
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The Juris Doctor Degree

THE ADMISSION PROCESS
See the School of Law Catalog for detailed instructions and information.

Full-Time Law Program. The University of New Mexico School of Law offers a full-time course of study
leading to the degree of Juris Doctor (J.D.) Applicants for admission to the School of Law are required to
take the Law School Admission Test (LSAT), to register for the Law School Data Assembly Service. and
to have a baccalaureate degree from an accredited college or university before time of registration
Beginning law students will be admitted at the opening of the Fall Semester only. The normal period for a
full-time law student to complete requirements for a J.D. degree is two and one half (2 1/2) to three (3)
years.

Flexible-Time Law Program. The Flexible-Time Legal Education Program (FTLEP) allows law students
who have completed their first year as full-time students to take less than the minimum of 12 credit hours
currently required each semester. FTLEP students may take as few as 8 credit hours in any semester,
but must complete the J.D. degree in no more than 9 semesters.

FTLEP is not a true part-time program in that the existing pattern of classes shall be foliowed (i.e.,
essentially all will be scheduled throughout the day, Monday - Friday between 8:30 a.m. and 6:00 p.m.).
The FTLEP, however, will enable students who take 8 or 9 credit hours to work more than 20 hours per
week.

Students interested in this program must request permission of a dean to enroll in it prior to the beginning
of their second year or thereafter. FTLEP students may re-enroll as full-time students with the permission
of a dean.

Transferring Law Students. The School of Law accepts a limited number of transfer students who have
completed one full-time year at other ABA-approved law schools. Credits that have been earned at
another law school, but do not meet the minimum graduation requirements of that school are not
acceptable for transfer credit at the University of New Mexico School of Law.

The Associate Dean will evaluate the transcript and determine the number of credits and courses that will
be accepted towards meeting UNM graduation requirements. The School of Law will accept up to 43
hours of credit from another approved ABA school.

If admitted with advanced standing to UNM, the student's right to continue in the JD program depends
entirely on work done at UNM. Transfer students are ineligible for certain prizes and awards given by the
Law School.

Visiting Law Students. Students who have completed their second full-time year at another ABA-
approved law school and who wish to receive their degree from that school but spend their final year at
the University of New Mexico may be considered for admission as visiting students. Visiting students are
not eligible for financial assistance from the University of New Mexico, may not enroll in courses which are
oversubscribed by regular UNM law school students, and may participate in on-campus interviews only if
appointment times are not filled by regular UNM law students.

At the end of each semester, grades will be reported to the home institution when they become available.
Special requests to meet early deadlines set by the home school cannot be accommodated.
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Readmitted Law Students. A law student in good standing who stops attending UNM School of Law for
three or more consecutive sessions must complete a new application form for readmission. The
application fee is not required, nor are LSDAS reports or letters of recommendation. Contact Law Schoo!
Admissions and Financial Aid in Bratton Hall for assistance.

Students who have been academically suspended, or dismissed as the result of disciplinary problems.
must petition the Dean of the School of Law to be allowed to continue their legal studies. Such petitions
are referred to the Committee on Student Suspension, Retention, and Readmission (see pages 14-19 for
details on this process). The University reserves the right to refuse any student readmission on the basis
of his or her student history, either academic or disciplinary.

Joint Degree Students. Students can earn the J.D. degree and a Master's or Ph.D. degree in an
academic field at the University of New Mexico. Students must satisfy the admissions and other
academic requirements of both the Law School and the Graduate School. The School of Law accepts up
to six hours (nine hours from Track #2 of the MBA) of appropriate graduate courses toward its degree
requirements, and the graduate department concerned accepts six hours (nine hours from Track #2 of the
MBA) of law courses toward its degree requirements.

TUITION AND FEES
Hours for the purpose of tuition are defined as hours for credit, credit/no credit, and/or audit.

Residency. All students are classified according to their residency status for tuition purposes. Any
student wishing to change from nonresident to resident classification must submit a residency petition to
the University Registrar's office, Student Services Center, Room 261 before the end of the SECOND
week of classes for a given semester.

A brochure explaining all requirements for establishing New Mexico residency is available from the Law
School Admissions and Financial Aid Office in Bratton Hall. Residency petition forms can be found at the
University Registrar's Office in the Student Services Center. For more information call 277-2125.

All tuition and fee charges, as well as fees for special services, are subject to change without notice. A
student's readmission, registration, library or parking privileges, release of official records, and other
requests may be restricted or denied unless satisfactory financial arrangements have been made for all
outstana.ng charges. Registration is not complete until tuition and fees are paid or cleared through the
Bursar's Office.

Tuition and Fees Payment. Detailed information on procedures, processes, and deadlines is made
available each semester in the Registrar's Office at the School of Law. Students are required to satisfy all
financial obligations due the University before registering for a new semester. For detailed information
and tuition schedule, check with the Registrar's Office, Main Campus schedule of classes. or the
Admissions Office.

Tuition and Fees Refund Deadlines. Tuition and Special Course Fees will be refunded in accordance
with the following schedule:

Course duration greater than four weeks:
Withdrawal or Drop in paid hours:
Prior to first day of class and through Friday of THIRD week of classes  100%
First day of Fourth week of classes and thereafter 0%
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Four (4) week (or less) courses:
Withdrawal or Drop in paid hours:
FIRST DAY of classes 100%
After First day of classes 0%

Refunds. All tuition, fee, and special course fee charge adjustments are based on the date of the official
drop, withdrawal, or disenrollment. To receive consideration for a refund of paid tuition and fees. students
must complete drop procedures for their courses at the Law School and then complete a two-part Refund
Request form available from the Bursar's Office. All refunds (except housing deposits) are requested at
the Bursar's Office by completing a Refund Request form. Immediate cash refunds are not given for
withdrawal from the University or for reduction in paid credit hours. If a refund is due and overpayment
was made by check, there is a 21-day hold period from the payment receipt date before the refund is
processed. The refund check will be mailed to the student's current system address. Please confirm with
the Bursar's Office your address when making a refund request. MasterCard and Visa card refunds will
be credited to the charge card. Card number and expiration date must be provided by the student to the
Bursar's Office. Refund requests made after the first day of classes will not be processed until the end of
the fourth week of classes.

Restriction of Services and Sanctions.

Financial Holds. No transcripts or other information relating to any student's records at the University
shall be released or delivered to the student or to any other person, entity, or institution until all student
debts (including but not limited to debts existing on account of loans to the students) to the University and
all of its affiliates, including but not limited to, the New Mexico Educational Assistance Foundation, have
been paid, or other arrangements satisfactory to the University have been made for their payment
regardless of whether the debt has been discharged in any proceeding under the United States
Bankruptcy Act. However, students have the right to inspect and review educational records to the extent
that such right is granted by applicable laws and regulations.

Registration Sanction. No student shall register at UNM until she/he has paid ALL past due charges.

Service Charge on Delinquent Accounts. A service charge may be assessed on a student's delinquent
account.

Collection Agencies. Following the end of each semester, students who have delinquent account
balances may receive a series of itemized statements requesting payment. Failure to receive a
Statement of Account does not relieve students of the responsibility for payment. If payments or
arrangements are not made on a timely basis the account may be placed with a collection agency, with a
collection fee added to the account. Should it be necessary for an outside agency to effect a collection,
reasonable collection costs of at least 30% of the delinquent amount shall be added to the amount due
and shall be paid by the debtor. If UNM obtains judgment from a court of competent jurisdiction, the
debtor shall be liable for the collection agency fee as well as reasonable court costs and attorney's fees.

Withholding Services. Students who have had their registration canceled or have delinquent accounts will
be denied privileges and services available to students enrolled in the University and in good financial
standing. Students with delinquent accounts will be subject to sanctions that withhold:

1. Future registrations

2. Readmission

3. Transcripts

4. Installment payment arrangements
5. Future parking and library privileges
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OTHER FEES

Student Group Health and Accident Insurance. The group health and accident insurance is available
only to students attending the University of New Mexico and carrying six or more semester hours during a
regular semester. Participation is at the student's option, except that foreign students are required to have
this coverage for themselves and dependents. Please check with the Student Health Center for current
rates and to complete an application and make payment (277-3136).

Duplicating Fees. All law students will be charged a basic annual fee for duplicating costs and computer
services. This fee is $175.00 for the 1999-2000 academic year. The fee will be payable in two
installments--one half, $87.50, will be bilied the first semester, and the remainder will be billed the second
semester. The UNM Bursar's Office will bill students for all duplicating and computer services fees. and
payments should be made directly to that office.

Malpractice Insurance. New Mexico does not mandate practicing lawyers to carry malpractice
insurance. The School of Law Clinic, however, believes it is fundamental professional responsibility to
protect clients from potential harm which may be caused by our negligence. The Clinic negotiates a new
malpractice insurance premium each year, buying the most coverage for the most reasonable rate. To
keep the cost down for each student, all students enrolled in Clinical courses are required to pay an
equitable share of the cost of maintaining this insurance. This fee is approximately $120. Students are
informed of the actual rate no later than the first day of Clinic classes and will pay their fee to the School
of Law no later than the second Friday of the semester in which the student is enrolied.

Student Bar Association Dues. Officers of the Student Bar Association collect one-time voluntary dues
of $60 during the first week of the Fall Semester. Payment of these dues entities each student'to a locker
and allows participation in SBA-sponsored activities. SBA dues are based on six semesters, thus refunds
in the case of early withdrawal are prorated to the semester of withdrawal (e.g. a member of the Class of
2000 withdrawing during Spring Semester 1998 will receive a $50 refund). ‘

Legal Subscriptions. Students are given a good discount on subscriptions to United States Law Week.
a national survey of current law published by the Bureau of National Affairs, Inc. Information regarding
actual rates and deadlines is distributed early each Fall Semester.

FINANCIAL AID AND EMPLOYMENT

Sources of financial aid include loans, grants, and work/study employment. Most financial aid I1s need-
based and must stay within a cost-of-education budget which is determined by the UNM Financial Aid
Office. Detailed information on financial aid procedures and answers to frequent guestions may be
received from the UNM School of Law financial aid office, Room 1212.

The Law School's policy regarding student financial aid and employment is as follows:
. The Law school shall award grants on the basis of need.

. Applications for grant assistance will be made on the Need Access financial aid diskette. This
diskette requires a detailed disclosure of a student's financial circumstances. The diskette also
requires a financial statement from the applicant's parents. In making financial aid awards, the
Financial Aid Committee will consider parents' financial resources and ability to assist the
applicant.
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Students participating in co-curricular activities such as the Natural Resources Journal. the New
Mexico Law Review, and the Moot Court and Mock Trial teams, and the student serving as
President of the Student Bar Association, who believe their part-time employment earnings will be
substantially reduced because of these law school activities, may apply to the Financial Aid
Committee to be treated as if they would not earn any income during the semester of
participation.

EMPLOYMENT DURING LAW SCHOOL

Law students will be permitted to hold employment during the academic year only within the
following limitations:

FIRST-YEAR STUDENTS - no hours during the first semester; no more than fifteen hours a
week during the second semester if the student is in good academic standing.

SECOND-AND THIRD-YEAR STUDENTS - no more than twenty hours a week so long as the
student is in good academic standing. Students participating in the Flexible-Time Legal
Education Program are not bound by the work rules.

Each semester law students must file a certification form which acknowledges the School's employment
policy. Violation of the policy can result in administrative sanctions including a formal entry into the
student record, loss of residence credit, reduction in credit hours, and suspension.

Short-Term Loans. Short-term loans are available in small amounts to meet emergency needs. If a
student needs a loan or has questions or problems about any aspect of financial aid, Susan Mitchell, Law
School Financial Aid Director, should be consulted.

GRADUATION REQUIREMENT
To be graduated from UNM with a J.D. degree, a student must meet all of the following requirements:

Residence Credit. The student must spend at least two and one half (2 1/2) and usually three (3) full
academic years in residence at accredited law schools. A full semester of study for residence purposes
means enroliment for at least 10 class hours per week for at least 15 weeks, including the exam period, to
earn one (1) residence point; the student must pass a minimum of nine (9) such hours. If a student
enrolls for fewer than ten, or passes fewer than nine hours, he or she will receive residence credit in the
ratio the hours passed bear to ten or nine. To graduate, a student must earn six (6) residence
points/credits.

For a Summer Session, residence credit is granted in the ratio the number of weeks bears to 15 and the
number of credits bears to ten.

Credit Hours. The student must earn at least 86 hours of law credit.
Grade Point Average. The student must attain at least a 2.00 overall grade point average.
Required Courses.

First-Year. The student must take the full first-year curriculum offered upon entrance.
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Second-Year. Introduction to Constitutional Law (LAW 501) must be taken in the first semester of
the second year.

Professional Responsibility. The student must take and pass a professional responsibility course:
"Ethics " (Law 750). This requirement is a pre- or corequisite with the clinic program.

Clinic. The student must participate satisfactorily in at least six (6) hours of clinical law school
credit, as prescribed by the faculty. No extern field experience courses or skills courses apply
toward this requirement. There are prerequisites and/or corequisites for some clinical courses.
To be eligible for clinic courses, a student must have successfully completed 40 credit hours.

Advanced Writing Requirement. Students are required to COMPLETE the Advanced Writing
Regquirement by the beginning of their last semester. Students who have not completed the requirement
by this time must petition the Associate Dean to be allowed to fulfill the requirement during their Iast
semester, unless they will be registering in a last semester course which has been designated as fulfiling
this graduation requirement.

Statement of Purpose:

The advanced writing requirement reflects faculty recognition that writing is an essential feature of a legal
career. For that reason, writing should be an integral part of a law student's education and should also
function as a culmination or synthesis of that education. The goal of the writing requirement is to permit
each student to produce a written product demonstrating significant legal analysis. This written product
should either build on comprehensive legal research or be a synthesis of information across subject
matter lines.

All honor papers will be added to the collection of the Law Library and may be reproduced by the School
of Law for educational, informational, or teaching purposes.

Requirement:

1. Prior to the last semester, every Juris Doctor degree candidate must produce and submit a
substantial written work. To satisfy the writing requirement, the work must be approved by the
member of the full-time law faculty who supervises the work as meeting the Law School's requirement
for advanced writing, after review by another full-time member of the faculty.

2. Means of compliance with the writing requirement.

a. The writing requirement may be undertaken in conjunction with any seminar or planning course
offered by a full-time member of the law faculty and may be used to satisfy both the requirements
of the seminar or planning course and the separate writing requirement.

Seminars are courses that meet the following criteria:

(1) Limited enroliment (no more than 15 students).

(2) Generally involvés a concentration on issues or topics that assumes a basic understanding of the
area. Thus, seminars usually will have one or more prerequisites.

(3) Student papers must entail in-depth research and significant legal analysis.

Planning Courses are courses that meet the following criteria:

(1) Limited enroliment (no more than 20 students).
(2) Involve a subject matter that is not limited to one area of the law.
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(3) Each student must write memoranda that define the plan proposed, analyze the issues related to
that plan, and synthesize the analysis in resolving the issues.

(4) Each student must draft sophisticated legal documents that fulfill the plan defined in the legal
memoranda.

b. Alternatively, when no seminar or planning course is offered which meets the student's research
interest, the student may satisfy the advanced writing requirement by enrolling in independent
research if the student submits a written work which independently satisfies the requirements of
the research program and the guidelines applicable for meeting the advanced writing
requirement.

c. Publishable articles, case notes, or comments prepared for the New Mexico Law Review or the
Natural Resources Journal may satisfy both the requirements for receiving academic credit for
law review service and the advanced writing requirement. The standard form needs to be
submitted listing a first and a second reader to the Registrar.

d. In every case, to satisfy the advanced writing requirement, the written work must be certified by
the supervising member of the faculty as meeting the advanced writing requirement, after it has
been reviewed by another member of the faculty.

3. Non-Complying Writing

Since the advanced writing requirement is intended to function as a culmination or synthesis of a law
student's education, neither initial casenotes nor briefs prepared in connection with Moot Court
competitions satisfy the advanced writing requirement. Written work which satisfies general course
requirements does not meet the advanced writing requirement unless the course is a seminar or planning
course as defined in Section 2(a) of this policy.

Guidelines

RESEARCH PAPERS

1

Appropriate Topic

The research paper must have a legal theme broad enough to encompass a significant legal issue
and narrow enough to allow comprehensive treatment of that issue. The topic must deal with a
subject that has a substantial existing literature of primary and secondary sources, which can provide
the point of departure for the student's work. Empirical studies and interdisciplinary work which
otherwise satisfy the writing guidelines are encouraged.

In-Depth Research

The research paper must demonstrate that the student has a full grasp of the relevant existing primary
and secondary authorities. At a minimum, the paper will comprehensively canvas and organize the
existing authorities to provide a point of departure for the author's argument or point of view. In
addition, the paper must demonstrate a mastery of the use of authority to construct and support the
arguments presented.
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3. Faculty Supervision

One purpose of the advanced writing requirement is to encourage professional interaction between
the student and the supervising faculty member during the preparation of the paper. The student and
faculty member shall meet periodically to discuss and agree upon a topic, to discuss and review the
results of preliminary research, and to discuss and review an outline and one or more drafts of the
paper prior to submission of the final draft.

4. Significant Analysis
The paper must be more than a narrative assemblage of the available authorities or other research
data. The paper must organize the research data into a coherent structure informed by the author's

consistent arguments or point of view. The author must demonstrate a marked capacity to use legal
authority and other data to develop and support the author's argument or point of view.

5. Form and Length

The paper must be free from grammatical errors or misspellings. The writing must exceed minimum
standards of effective, accurate expository prose. Footnotes must comply with Blue Book form.

The paper must be of sufficient length to address adequately the issues presented. Only in rare
cases will a paper of fewer than 20 pages be adequate to comply with the advanced writing
requirement. .

PLANNING DOCUMENTS

1. Collectively the planning documents must implement the plan proposed by the student. They must be
consistent with the plan. Individually, the documents should be models for practice in the area; they
should be written in clear language, free of legal jargon.

2. The memoranda must reflect an understanding of the subjects and the ability to analyze and
synthesize the issues.

3. To the extent applicable, paragraphs (3) - (5) of Guidelines for Research Papers apply.

REGISTRATION PROCEDURES

Student I.D. Card. The University of New Mexico issues photo identification cards to all students. The
I.D. card Is required to conduct numerous activities campus-wide such as: checking out books from the
libraries, use of Student Health Center, Johnson Center facilities and admission to UNM athletic events
To be eligible for free admission to athletic events, graduate students must carry 9 or more hours. Athletic
validation may be purchased for $15 per semester for graduate students carrying 6 through 8 hours. New
students must obtain a student photo identification card in the Registration Center on main campus after
being admitted to UNM. Returning students use their existing |.D. card.

Replacement |.D. Any student whose |.D. has been lost or stolen must pay a $10.00 replacement fee at
the Cashier's Department. Replacement required after the third card is issued will require a $25.00 fee
The student must present the Cashier's receipt at the |.D. station in the Registration Center and a new |.D.
card will be issued. Students are responsible for notifying the libraries of lost I.D. cards.
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Social Security Number. The University of New Mexico uses the individual student's social security
number as the student's identification at the University. This number is used for record-keeping purposes
only. The authority to use the social security number comes from the Board of Regents and was adopted
on March 24, 1967. It is, therefore, mandatory that students disclose their social security number to the
University for identification purposes.

Registration. Registration instructions for law students deviate from regular University procedures.
Students will be notified about each semester's requirements and deadlines by the School of Law
Registrar's Office. Registration information with detailed instructions, course listings, and schedules is
made available by the Law School Registrar. Please refer to the information for up-to-date guidelines for
each session.

NOTE: A student must be registered in order to take a law course. In the event that a student fails to
properly register for a course but completes the course requirements (examination and/or paper), the
grade submitted by the instructor will be recorded on the student's transcript and the student will be
responsible for any tuition and/or fees due. ,

Academic Advisement. During the Fall semester of the first year, each student will be assigned to a
faculty member for purposes of academic advisement. Students will retain their faculty advisors for the
remainder of their time in law school. However, students may change advisors after the first year with the
permission of the new advisor. The student shall notify the School of Law Registrar of this change. If an
advisor becomes unavailable, then the Registrar shall reassign students to a new advisor. Visiting and
transfer students will be assigned to one of the Associate Deans for academic advisement. The Dean
shall designate a period during the Spring Semester of each year as "advisement week."

During advisement week, to be held near the beginning of the Spring Semester, each advisor will arrange
appointments to meet with his or her advisees or make other appropriate arrangements. Students will
receive advisement during their first and second years. No student is bound by the advice received and is
free to enroll in any courses subject to existing academic regulations (e.g., prerequisites).

In addition to the advisement outlined above, students are encouraged to seek academic advisement at
any time from any faculty member they choose. All members of the faculty are committed to providing
advisement to any student requesting it.

First-year students are encouraged to meet with their advisor at the end of the first semester to discuss
taking an elective during the second semester of their first year.

Lotteries. Selection for inclusion in upper-class limited enroliment courses that are oversubscribed will
be determined by lottery. Each semester's lotteries are conducted by signing-up in Faculty Support
Services in the School of Law. Sign-ups may be made in person, by mail, by fax, or by a phone call
throughout the designated sign-up period. The School of Law Registrar conducts the lotteries and posts
the results prior to the beginning of each semester. No preferences are given to any group of students
(e.g., there is no third-year preference). Notification of lottery sign-up deadlines and results will be
furnished by the Registrar’s Office.

NOTE: Visiting Law Students are included in lotteries for limited enroliment courses but are eligible for
slots only after all participating UNM law students have been seated.
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Semester Course Loads. The maximum number of hours that may be taken for law credit per
semester is sixteen (16), unless PRIOR permission to take more is obtained from one of the

Deans.

The minimum load per semester to be considered a "full-time" law student by the Law School is twelve
(12) hours of work creditable toward the JD degree. All students (except those in their final year who
need fewer to satisfy degree requirements) must take at least 12 hours toward the JD degree unless
PRIOR permission to take fewer is obtained from one of the Deans. However, students wanting to take
nine or fewer hours may be required to take more by the Veterans Affairs Office or by loan. grant. or
scholarship agencies.

Summer Term: During the Summer Term, six (6) credit hours or more (up to nine (9) credit hours is
considered full-time. Less than six (6) credit hous is considered part-time.

Grading Options. Law students must register for courses using the "regular" grading option. Because
law professors must grade all students in a course using the same grading system, students DO NOT
have the option to take a particular course on a "Credit/No Credit" basis. (Exception: By faculty policy,
the only courses wh<ns1:XMLFault xmlns:ns1="http://cxf.apache.org/bindings/xformat"><ns1:faultstring xmlns:ns1="http://cxf.apache.org/bindings/xformat">java.lang.OutOfMemoryError: Java heap space</ns1:faultstring></ns1:XMLFault>