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ANNIVERSARY

This is the anniversary of refusal,
The tracked zero of solemn talks,
And balked side-shows of old walks
Drill the unkept oath and tell
Yearly tribute to an undone maid.

I know'she counts her years by no,
And walks the earth on stilts,
To lie s~raight and still under ,
Her bent back, seeing how her flesh
Has wrinkled many graves and her
Nails bear an ancient crest.

She heads her maiden night
With his mounting step by threes again;
And dreams the wagging finger's
Crescive fear will lead

. Her helpless toa suffocating yes.

ANGER AND QUIET

Coward I called as he retreated
To my advance. My anns reached out
And his body arched back.
My legs kicked courage,
Wound about the bent kneas
Of his limping breath, but his toes L'ramped.
The head and feet of touch
C~ouchedbeneath the kitchen stairs.
I strode out as boldly as any' woman
After her night of love, stepping in false
Delight, his hand below my step.
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