tunately not attributed to Bunting)
that Meem “is unquestionably the
‘most important architect ever to
have worked in New Mexico.”
Meem entered the New Mexico ar-
chitectural scene not to innovate,
but to continue forces already in
motion. Archaeologists such as
Edgar Lee Hewett, architects such
as Rapp and Rapp, and the many
artists working in Santa Fe in the
first decades of the 20th century
gave him the vocabulary he used so
fluently. Certainly his designs are
generally graceful and friendly,
while in the hands of others the
revival styles could become coarse,
even dull.

I was surprised to learn that the
elaborate mill work used in
residential and public buildings,
particularly in the early work, was

not done by New Mexico craft-
smen. Rather it was executed by
Colorado firms and shipped to the
New Mexico building site. Bunting
tells us of one occasion when New
Mexico Indians happened, by coin-
cidence, to be in the employ of the
Pueblo, Colorado, firm producing
the mill work for the Zimmerman
Library at the University of New
Mexico.

When one reads of the length of
time taken for the design of the
Colorado Fine Arts Center, or of
the completion of the Zimmerman
Library being delayed for three
months to await the delivery of
specially sized, adzed boards to
conceal concrete beams, it is ap-
parent the John Meem lived in a
state of architectural luxury en-
joyed, even then, by few other ar-

chitects.

The book is profusely illustrated
with sketches, plans, and
photographs — many taken shortly
after completion of the buildings
by such prominent photographers
as Tyler Dingee, Laura Gilpin, and
Ansel Adams. However, the quality
of the photographic reproduction is
poor, which is truly unfortunate in
so important a book.

Bunting takes the reader on a
detailed tour of many of Meem’s
outstanding buildings, public and
private; he catalogs a significant
career, and reminds us of the
generosity and humanity of this ar-
chitect. JPC

This review also appears in the winter
1985 issue of Design Book Review,
published in Berkeley, California.
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CREGO BLOCK CO.

Manufacturers of Autoclaved Scoria Block
Custom Masonry Units

Slumpblock Pavers

6026 SECOND STREET, N.W.
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ALBUQUERQUE, N.M. 87197 (505) 345-4451
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SANTA FE
LIGHTS
ARCHITECTURAL

LIGHTING FIXTURES
IN SOUTHWEST
ADOBE STYLE

INDOOR & OUTDOOR
WALL, CEILING AND
HANGING LIGHTS,
CHANDELIERS &
GARDEN LIGHTS

THLLALIT

FRANK WILLETT / THE SANTA FE POTTERY
323 Guadalupe Street, Santa Fe, New Mexico 87501
(505) 983-9011 / (505) 471-0076

PROFESSIONAL
DESIGN SERVICE

LANDSCAPE
SYSTEMS

COMMERCIAL
FURNISHINGS

ACCESSORIES
CARPETING

612 CENTRAL SW.
PH 883-2055

BUILD INTERIOR &

EXTERIOR WALLS

®The only glazed block
L7 with more than 3 dec-
ades of proven performance.
Permanent, sanitary glazed
finish. Practically no mainten-
E%E,QE‘E%*%% ance. Energy & insurance sav-
MASONRY UNITS ings too. Meets Gov't specs.
Wide range of color, texture,
form, scale & pattern. ® 4.4
Bu in SWEET'S.

NO REFURBISHING!

ASK FOR COST COMPARISONS
AND CASE HISTORIES . . .

FEATHERLITE BUILDING PRODUCTS CORP.,
489, Lubbock, TX 79408
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Box
FEATHERLITE BUILDING PRODUCTS, Box 9977, El Paso, TX 79990  915/859-9171
CREGO BLOCK CO., INC., 6026 2nd St NW, llbnqualque NM 87107 505/ 345-4451

BUILDERS BLOCK, 'Box 1633. Roswell, NM 38201
BUILDERS BLOCK, Drawer FF, Las Cruces, NM 88001

50576221321
505/525-3633
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5815 EDITH BOULEVARD, NE
ALBUQUERQUE, NM. 87125

Alder, Ash, Basswood, Birch,
Aromatic Cedar, Spanish Cedar,
Cherry, Honduras Mahogany,
Phillipine Mahogany, Maple, Red
Oak, White Oak, Ponderosa Pine,
Sugar Pine, Poplar, Sassafras,
Walnut, and Willow.
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f}jw" “* | Cabinet, Furniture, and Finish Work!
/ Yyt fo

;;f‘r (505) 345-8135

/A ,,;/féﬂr,

4 A i New Mexico Toll Free:

’2/7 1-800-432-6820

§ Outside New Mexico Toll Free:

j | 1-800-545-6104

May- June 1985

19




! 'I 'r|' flf

Ij'Jllll,__ ‘

, i i it -.':li |
_i;,{" "!H i ,lll il
il f i

il
i 4 | K



