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This book is about human needs
in interior environments. It at-
tempts to fill a gap where little or
no easily accessible information ex-
isted in the past.

The book is intended for design
practitioners and students looking
for usable data and guidance on
making interior environments more
supportive of human requirements,
whether they are dimensional,
physiological or psychological in
nature.

This is a tall order to fill when
one considers the complexity and
abundance of human interactions
with the environment. The author
chooses to address himself to a
selected set of problems in interior
design (Part I, 150 p.), he limits his
discussion to specific uses and
building types (Part 11, 100 p.) and
he, through several case studies
(Part III, 65 p.) demonstrates ap-
plications of his thinking.

In the introductory chapter, the
author presents an intriguing argu-
ment, i.e., that of legal accoun-
tability of the interior design pro-
fession and standard making agen-
cies vs. client/ users of interiors. He
cites several court cases in which
law suits challenged existing space
and environmental standards,
primarily in institutions. Creating
humane, psychological and
physical environments, then, is the
real challenge of interior design,
according to the author.

Kleeman then deals with design
for the disabled (based on ANSI
Standard A-117. 1-1980 and other
relevant material) with some very
useful suggestions for applications.
Next, several environmental
stimuli are addressed. including
light, color, texture and visual
complexity. Health considerations
as affected by the quality of
lighting are also treated.

The author then moves on to the
topic of communication distances

commonly used in interior en-
vironments. Ergonomic factors in
the design of seating and desks are
discussed, and interior design as
non-verbal communication. The
latter is perhaps the most in-
teresting part of the book.

Part Il considers interior
ergonomics in spaces for the elder-
Iy, in mental health institutions,
residential environments, in outer
space, offices and university en-
vironments.

Part III contains case studies
ranging from a doctor’s waiting
room to Federal Aviation Ad-
ministration offices and GSA's
comprehensive interior design pro-
cess.

A critical assessment of this book
indicates a certain imbalance of
scope and topics treated. For exam-
ple, important sensory modes such
as the olfactory, tactile and ther-
mal sense are not treated at all.

Human spatial behavior is only
touched on slightly where ter-
ritoriality and privacy is discussed.
In personal communication, the
author stated that one of the
reasons ~“material on olfactory and
thermal senses is not included in
that these have been amply covered
in other works (one example is
Space for People, Human Factors
in Design, by Corwin Bennett,
Englewood Cliffs: Prentice-Hall,
Inc., 1977). His synthesis of
available material on the luminous,
sound and thermal environments is
the best I've seen in a form that's
easily understandable for interior
designers. Additionally, one of the
purposes of this book was to gather
previously unavailable material
and present it in a way so that
designers can use it. This is one of
the factors that sometimes make it
seem uncohesive.”

On the other hand, the data
shown such as those from the NASA
Habitability Data Handbook are
very useful, especially to the stu-
dent of interior design. The
language of the book is unpreten-
tious and clear, and the illustrative
material is helpful. This is par-
ticularly true in the section on the
disabled where dimensional re-
(uirements are treated.

References can be found at the
end of each chapter—a somewhat
unorthodox method, but one can
live with that. This book was writ-
ten over a period of eleven years in
a process of constant refinement
and many of the original references
are omitted because their material
is incorporated in later references.
This fact makes the appearance of
some disciplines somewhat blur-
red, but it should not mask the fact
that the material originally came
from the many disciplines named
in the preface.

The feeling of lack of cohesion
among the disparate elements
treated is reinforced by the obser-
vation that no integrative concep-
tual framework is presented which
links people and aspects of interior
environments. But then, no one has
been able to devise such a
framework, whether planning, ur-
ban design or architecture are con-
cerned. A summarization of the
issues in relating human needs to
interior environments would have
made for a less cumbersome or
roundabout beginning of this
otherwise worthwhile book.
Despite the shortcomings referred
to above, this is a worthwhile book
because it contains the distillate of
mountains of data. Its target
readership are the interior
designers, and they seem to love it
judging by the sales (more than
1,000 since June, 1981), because
the topic and price are right. WP

A NEW BOOK FOR
PRESERVATIONISTS

The provocative discussion of
historic preservation from the 1979
London ICOMOS Symposium has
been expanded in a book that
answers many questions of why,
what and how it matters to keep
buildings, artifacts and landscapes
from earlier epochs. OUR PAST
BEFORE US: WHY DO WE SAVE
IT? published in London is now
available. This 250 page, soft
bound book, illustrated with over
30 photographs, is being sold and
distributed in North America for
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"There's less known about wind than
any other alternative energy source.”

Steve Albright, a PNM alternative systems
engineer, discussing the promise and
problems of wind energy systems:

“A new federal law requires utilities,
including PNM, to allow customers to
interconnect their wind units with the

utility’s system and to be paid for
electricity fed back into the system.
Since that law was put into effect,

a new industry has sprung up: selling
independence from the utility.

"That won't be true for most. A better
way to look at wind systems is to use
them to help offset rising utility costs.

"Unfortunately, wind systems represent
a high initial investment; they are most

feasible in a remote area where electric
service installation would be costly.

"My job is to evaluate the effects of
wind systems on PNM and benefits
of those systems for our customers.
It's important that any customer
wanting to install a wind system make
a careful evaluation of different types
and obtain the one best suited for his
needs. And because these systems
can generate electricity into our
distribution lines, we also have to
work closely with the customer to
insure his safety as well as that of

our linemen.”

For more information on wind or other
alternative energy sources, call the PNM
EnergyLine, 1-800-432-6881. We'll help
you find the most cost-effective systems
for your needs.

JEINIL

PUBLIC SERVICE COMPANY
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BOOKS

Continued from page 4

$14.45 postpaid by Preservation
Resource Group, Inc.(PRG).

This important book, edited by
geographer David Lowenthal and
architectural eritic Marcus Binney,
answers questions on why it mat-
ters to keep old buildings and
historic landscapes. It sketches the
rise in interest in protecting
cultural property; reviews the
motives that underline preserva-
tion; and discusses management of
historic buildings and cultural
landscapes for the future. There
are four case studies that examine
the British experience in linking
current inhabitants with historic
landscapes and buildings, in the
diverse community types from the
wild landscape of Dartmoor, the
inner city of Leeds, the relict coun-
tryside of Suffolk to the outer Lon-
don suburb.

This book is in four parts with
fourteen chapters by international-
ly recognized scholars and practi-
tioners. The first parts of the book
discuss the changing attitudes
towards caring for the past and the
underlying desire to preserve
various places and things. There is
a focus on the dynamics of preser-
vation in working and living spaces
and an explanation of why land-
scapes are harder to preserve than
buildings. In concluding, the
editors look to the future and ex-
plore the dilemmas of preservation
and how to reconcile public in-
terest in the past with other social
needs.

The participants in International
Council of Monuments and Sites’
London Symposium held in April
1979 who have contributed to this
book include: Michael Hunter,
Hugh Prince, Bevis Hillier, Ran-
dolph Langenbach, Tamara Har-
even, Peter Fowler, Sylvia Sayer,
John Popham, Matthew Saunders,
Ken Powell, Marion Shoard, Max
Hanna and Elizabeth Beazley. The
editors of the book are David
Lowenthal and Marcus Binney.
Dr. Lowenthal is Professor of
Geography at University College
London and a well-known authori-
ty on conservation and the cultural

landscape. Mr. Binney is chairman
of SAVE Britain’s Heritage and ar-
chitectural editor of COUNTRY
LIFE.

PRG will fulfill individual orders
for this book. The price is $14.45
postpaid. Send orders to PRG, 5619
Southampton Drive, Springfield,
VA 22151.

ICROM Publications Available
thru PRG

PRG has entered into an agree-
ment with the International Center
for the Study of the Preservation
and Restoration of Cultural Prop-
erty in Rome (ICCROM) for ex-
clusive North American distribu-
tion of the English language
publications of ICCROM. These
fourteen technical booklets,
available by mail, cover planning
for preservation of historic
districts, security and lighting of
museums, humidity in buildings,

deterioration of porous materials,
conservation of waterlogged wood
and wet leather, character and
structure of ancient metals,
photogrammetry and architectural
conservation, and environmental
education.

POROUS BUILDING MATERI-
ALS by Giorgio Torraca, the most
recent publication of ICCROM, is
a 141 page explanation of material
science for architectural conserva-
tion. This book, a short course in
building material technology with
descriptions of relevant conserva-
tion practices, is available from
PRG for $6.50 U.S., postpaid.

Write PRG for a list of ICCROM
books at 5619 Southampton Drive,
Springfield, VA 22151 or call 703-
323-1407.

PRG is a Professional Research
Group organized to provide preser-
vation resources of specialized
publications and instruments to in-
dividuals and organizations active
in historic preservation and conser-
vation by direct mail marketing.

Window beauty
—| that saves
on fuel.

Andersen features:

o Snug-fitting design

o Energy-saving double-pune
nsulating glass

o Low-nuinteninee rigid
vinyl exterior, frame

o Long-lasting, low-main-
tenanee finish, sash

o Insubiting wood core

o Smooth, viisy operition

o White or Terratone color

w

In today's energy crunch, windows have to be more
than beautiful. They have to save energy. too.
Just look at all these energy-saving

Anderserd The beautiful way to save fuel®
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