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BOOK REVIEWS

Seeing 'Latin America
~ome Recent "Good N~ighbor" Books

Inside Latin Aflerica, by John Gunther. New York and London:
Harper and Brothers, 1941., $3.50.

Meet the S~uth 1mericans, by Carl Crow; drawings-by Oscar Ogg. New
York and L~bdon: Harper and Brothers, 1941. $3.00.

Pattern of MexiCo, by Clifford Gessler; illustrated by E. H. Suydam.
C' New York and London: D. Appleton Century Company, Inc., 1941.

$5.00.

Brazil: Land of the Future, by Stefan Zweig; translated by Andrew.St.
James. New IYork: The Viking Press, 1941. $3.00. .

Hispanic Ameri4an Studies: Lectures delivered at the Hispanic-Amer­
ican Ins~itut~ of the University of Miami, Number Two; edited by
Robert E. McNicoll and J. Riis Owre. Coral Gables, Fla.: Univer-
sity of MiamI, 1941. . '

o-/' It seems wo~~hwhile .to reflect .for a moment on the way certain
'books about LatIn Amenca are: wntten nowadays.

It is perhaps no coincidence that the truly outstanding 'and com­
pletely satisfact01Y travel bO.oks, as well as letters, are creations of the
past. Our attitu1e toward a country and its people is deeply influenced
by the physical ~.ay in which we approach them. The "classical" trav­
elers of the eighfeenth and even the nineteenth century, with ~heir

necessarily leisurely methods of journeying, were not only enabled but
forced to take in d~tails and to keep close to the earth and its dw~lIers.

The modern air ~rayeler, it is tlme,-has gained a conlpletely revolution­
ary aspect, a new dimension which was unattainable to his precursor.
He can, if he cares and has tr~tned eyes, enjoy a kind of intuitive,
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"lightni,g" insight. Ye't~ as with all intuitio I" the question of its
accuracylpresents itself. The intriguing and 'pr, bably insoluble ques­
tion aris~s as to what is more imPortant in the~~'tu~y of countries and
peoples: ~."hat is believed to be th~. "broad line.s," ;.'.0.r what is experienced
and livea in ~veryday details. C~n a modern s ~dent traveling by air
be expec~ed to 'observe and eyalu~te adeqmitely'those il1numerable and
seeming~y insign~ficant deta~ls w~ic~, after all, rhape the daily 'life 9£
the mass~s; can he feel hims~lf lost in ~ 10nelY~.ountain valley or on
a jungle' river, or' chat with the canipesirlos in ,a wayside inn or at a
village ppnd?, \Vill he not be~xposed to the gre! t danger of hastygen-

eralizatio"",...•.. tlS? OU~ ,ability to "do" seven 'differ.et.;.:'tcountries in a we,:k
does not necessanly help us to understand the' better. On the con-
trary, it may preyent us from even,m~king a ser,ous effort to do so, by
giving ~s a !alse feeling of accomplishment ~vhil: we skim their surface
at breathtaking spe~d.' '. ~

This 'O'u!ried age very naturally glorifies the 'eporter who writes for
the day, ~while., other ages believed in the hist ,rian or the author of

,: ,I. ,

epics whp sometimes wrot~ for centuries. Perha.ps part of our tftouble
is that wie have lost the ability to read and to "nterpret the l:>,a~ic and
almost' itiIvariable facts and trentis of physical, :' ental, and social life
and are ~oo fond. ot sticki~g to the fast-changin' surface and outward
appearance of things and people~

SUch'considerations inlpose tl1ems~lves upo any student of in<&ter­
American~affairs who has had to read some do~"ns ot'hastiIy maniIfac­
tured "good-neighbor" writings on' Latin AJerica, whose, authors,

• i '

~vhen star1tiBg out on their venture, were.ofteh :<ls' ignorant of their
subject a~lmost of their readers. GraRted the pe ,'feet $'Ood will of those
writers alid the urgent need of.more ample, ilformation about our

. , I . •

neighboring countries to the south, it must be, dOl'lbted that most of

those li~er~ry pr~d~cts ha~e ;really served the puypose., .
Sharply confhctIng opInIons have been expressed about John Gun-

ther's Im~de Latin ~merica. On its jacket one ~nds Raymond C'ram
Swing expressing the conviction that "it can be:,acclaimed as the most
importan~ political and educatiohal book to co' e from the American

~ -.. :

press fora long time.. Innumerable readers willibe as thankful to, have
I ' ,

a'new world swim into their ken as was Keats on !r~ading his Chapman's
Homer.'"' To Swing; Mr. Gunther is a "genius." e is seconded by Whit

, '

. I

.Ii;.-,
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Burnett who, inl the same place, adds that Gunther is "not only a jour­
nalist, he is a hi~torian.... He is a reporter of continents.'~

OnJhe otheli hand, n: G. Gutierrez Yea M,!rguia, the editor of the
daily La Razon <pf La Paz, capital of Bolivia, found it necessary to write

. an article aboutiGunther's book in which he says, among other things:
"T'he difficulty fpr the realization of-a true inter-American policy is that
the North Americans who call themselves 'experts' are nothing but
simple tourists 'yho, because they have spent twenty-four hours in each
of the Latin Almerican countries, believe themselves authorized to
!' to,

produce article&, pamphlets, lectures, and, an extraordinary thing,.
sometimes even, books. Within this category of 'experts' can be con­
sidered the newrpaperman John Gunther who has committed a real
abuse under thif aspect.... I Garr assure yOll that Gunther's 'product,'
as far as it refers!to m: country, sins bY,an absolute lack of truth, e:rors
of geography aljld history, and an absolute ,absence of profeSSional
ethics.... In tht future, the Latin American countries must be more
careful in extenring hospitalit:y to these most dangero~s tourists who
pretend to knowlus and who take advantage of <?ur good will in order to
debase us:' (La frensa, New York, November 19, 1941.)·

Another Lat~n American, Who at present ~eaches at aUnited States
college; Professor Jose AntoniOl Arze, has announced "a pamphlet criti­
cizing, with full' documenta tiolll, th<1se statements of Gunther" which
he consider~ inaccurate. "It is ~10t difficult to realize," he writes to the
editor of The New York Times Book Review ~(November 23, 1941),
"that Mr. Gunther, in his blitztrip by airplane ... was 'circled' by
groups of perso~s interested ilil making him see only one side of the

't political picturei'" .
, How does th~ case present itself to an impartial reader with some

knowledge of things Latin American?
> Gunther SP11t several months on an air trip to all the twenty repub­

li6 of Latin A erica, Puerto R.ico, and Trinidad. He had not visited
those countries efore nor does, he speak or understand their langu~ges,

Spanish and Po~tuguese. For tthis reason, if no other, this book is not
"'an obvious conltpanion" to Inside Europe" as he asserts (p. ix). H~

had spent a number of years in Europe before he wrote thatpook­
which deserved buch of the praise it received-, and he knew at least
a few of its languages. True, he interviewed most of the presidenu
and foreign miIlJisters of the Latin American republics. But eighteen
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of ~he twenty chief executive~ do not speak Engli h, and relatively very, .

few politic~l ,and cultural leaders do.. In this con i ection it is interesting
that. ".'the tr~sident's [of Mexico] lcustomary intlerpreter in audiences
with Amet:icqns is partly of German ancestry and studied in Germany/.
His Englis~ is perfect" .(p. 48)'. 'F1 .

Mr. G~nther'~general knowledge of Latin A~erican a'ffairs is rudi­
mentary, tp say the least. He finds it "hard to th~nk o'f Mexico or Cuba
as 'Latin' Itountri~s"-~ithout0 stating his reasons (p. x).' He speaks
of the "thnee 'Bolivar' countries" (p.' 1) ; there are six., He repeats the
widespread errot that "the U: S. competed drastically /with most of
Latin Amer~ca" (p. 1"1), which applies only t a few countries,. hut
believes t~at "we _have r~t co~petitive exports' with Brazil (p. 3~ I} .
(He overlooked cotton' and frUItS!) He finds "h rdly 500 pure IndIans

I , • .

left" in qosta Rica' (p. 132) while there are '..' t h~ast ten ~housand.

Heaven k~ows what he means by th:2Sartling st tement that Honduras
"has no foreign exchange" (p. 148) . '0 him "Col0mbia hijls very little
tradition <J.£ poli~ical violence" (p. 4) , aIth(!mgh· it p~oba~ly holds the
record £o~ bloody civil wars during the entire nineteenth c~ntury. He
ventures the explalwtion that "the fact that the weat!J.eralways stays
t~e same,!... , with no' whIter ot' summer; has had 'great emotional
eff~ct in tranquilizing the country, keeping. it reasonably calm and

I .. t '\

steady" (p, 165) . Other students have offered the effects of the tropical
climate oJ great parts of Latin America as one explanation for the
notoriousl poli~ical instability of their peoples! A logical conc1u'ion
from Guhther's thesis would lie to expect countries with extreme
seasdnal ~hanges, such· as Scandinavia an~ Canada, to be habitually
harassed li>y revolutions, "Ecuador has never ha a strong dictator" (p.

I '. " .
188). 0ttr author ObVIously has ne."er he~rd of GarCIa Moreno,. one of
the few ~atin American dictators who'succeede in establishing a kind
of t(i)tali4ria~ tegime. ~e ~~~i~ves that Ha;ya, de laTorre ,"invented
the 10cu~Ion Ihdo;-Amenca (p, 21'3), a ter used long before by
VasJoncelos and others. Brazil, the classical country of: large coffee plan-

. ; I. "

tati~ns, is presehted as lacking "huge individual landowners" (p. 392 ) .'

The institution of Secretario de la Presidencik, ~hith ~xists in most
Latin A~~riCa?governments,strikes him as "unique;' in the Domini-

. I' '
can iRepqblic (p. 44.1)., In that same country, ''Permans are almost un-

~now~'; i.<Po 44?~' fIis s~y ther.:.e, seems to. h.~V~. been .too shott fo~ him
to qOtlC1 the epustence of the German-DomInIcan Resear,cQ Institute,

, I .j ." , ,
: '!' I i, . .

, ;

~ I
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I

which has been (maintained by the two governments for the last six
I

years and which ,S (or was) one of the most interesting propaganda and
espionag~ instru~entsof Nazi ~ermany in Latin America.

On page 406 he reports cQncerning a man who "marched" from
southern Brazil 'i'to Bolivia in the North, and then down the Amazon
to the Bolivian montier, literally a stupendous feat." Mr. Gunther does
not suspect how stupendous that feat would be-if it were possible.

.This reviewer is trying hard not to' succumb to the professional
malady of teachrrs: the pedantry of overemphasizing data. Yet he
does not see wh~ glaring factual errors such as the ones presented in>
this little selectipn, and which he would not tolerate in his under­
graduate classes in Latin American affairs, should be permitted in a
best-seller written by "a reporter of continents."

There are maPY instances of general carelessness in the presentation
and evaluation ~f important facts. For example, the percentage of
Indians in the Mexican population is stated as thirty on page 58 and
forty-five on pag€ 65. "Infant mortality in Puerto Rico is the highest
in the world" (pJ 424). Yet, the "efficiency of the U. S. health service"
is stated as one reason for the immense population increase in the island
-on the following page! in the chapter on Guatemala, a coffee impor­
ter (instead of exPorter) is listed (p. 124). I~ Paraguay "no one knows
who anybody's gttal1dfather is"(p. 271). In the chapter on Brazil this
statement is' repe~ted literally, wijth the addition "no ohe asks or cares"
(p. 374). "Almqst everyone in Rio knows everyone else" (p. 374) -in
a city of almost' 2,000,000 people! The Brazilian immigration law
strikes hit;n as "curious" although it imitates the quota system of the
u. S. immigratioh legislation.'

North Ameri¢ans have often and rightly resented being misrepre­
sented ~n Europe lor Latin America as a nation of money-grabbers with­
out true ctl1ture, but with an abundance of night clubs, divorce courts,
and gangsters. How, then, can descriptions like these (on the opening
chart of the book) be justified: "In Colombia senators write poems, a
newspaper man i~ president, bootblacks quote Proust, and business men
bewail the low pltice of coffee." "Ecuador: a charming country, full of
churches and cacao, that has had twelve presidents in ten years." "Sm3:11
Honduras is one of the banana republics, virtually a colony of the
United Fruit Co':' Why, of all countries, only El Salvador is "sophis­
ticated" remain"s [a mystery. Om another chart which purports to de-
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scrib~ eac~ country's "attit~ae t~ the U. S." in hom 0!1e to six words,
one finds ~n Panama's co~umn:\"Dom~nated by U. S. Army." The
revieter c~n vividly picture the feelings or hisfri~nd~ in Panama as
they tead this~He ·does not beLieve that any significaht fact concern­
ing :Uatin ¥\~~rita should be withheld because it· might hurt the feel­
ings Cflf auf neig~bors tb the south. But why provoke' l;lnderstandable
resentmenf among ~hein by immature and loose comments like these?

l\1r. Gqnther demands that the Latin Americans "taike time out and
ilii ~ \ -. _- :

master thelgrim an~ grisly busi~ess'?f spelling North Am~ricannames'"
(p. 476).. iOn the other hand, a: writer of a sao-page book who set out
to interpr~t the. H~spanic half of this hentisphere to the other half
could have been expected to use. and spell Spanish and. Portuguese
term~ cpr~ectly. I-:le refe~s, for exa~ple ..to the "~achupine oligarchy"
(p. 6il) and se~Iils to belIeve that creole IS a SpanIsh "V0rd. As an o~t­
standing ibstance of complexities in Chilean politicalI life he r~lates
that !J'one party is called the Par~ido Democra~iCa; another is the Partido
Democradco" (p. 257). What .he me~ns in the first place is, of course,
"Dem6cra~a." . " . _

An ahhost classic example of the way Latin American civilization
should no"t be interpreted is this "generalization about South America":
"An, excersive sensitiverfess' apout ~odes of Qehavi<i>uF, particularly
social. Fdr instance,. you can win almost any South Ainericar~ by leav­
in"g cardSfro~erly. Yoti" can win him for life if, on yout cards, you p~int
your address as 'Neuva' York instead of 'New' York (p., 162) ~ It is to be

. hoped th~t nobody' will follow Mr. Gunther's ad.vice ~o the "letter. To
this ~ev~erer:it s~ems~itt1e short of a scand~l tha~ large and reputable
p~b~IshInp' firms In th~s country do not take .the .troub~e at least to have
mIstakes ~n th~ spellIng and! use of SpanIsh and Pprtuguese words
<;~rrectedlin thf copy of authqrs not 'familiar with eveIjl the elements .of
the langu~gesof the people they write about. (Or 'shdll1ld this criticism,

. I

too, be a~hibuted to "excessive sensitiveness" or "an extreme preoccu-
pation with 'culture' "-phrases used by our author in writing.of the
sh?~k ~~_Ireceived whe~ Co~ombi~ns propose~ ,to disCuss Hemingway,
Stelnbeckl, and Shaw wIth hun.) . . •.I'· . , . ..........
. No d;qubt; the book contains a great deal of useful information. A
surprisin~ly ~mall proportion of it, however, is origi*-al. In the treat­
ment of spme couoqies, such as Venezuela, Costa, RiCf-., Honduras, and
Paraguay~ the lack offirst-hand observations is particu arly' conspicuous.

. 1 .' . I'

I

I ,

.1,6
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This reviewer hCJJs been unable to detect in the book any significant new
information (ex~ept the really remarkable fact that the United States
Embassy in Lima refused to accept Haya de la Torre's message of con­
gratulation to President Roosevelt on his re-election-a refusal charac­
terized by Mr. Gunther as "stupid and tactless" (p. 213). Gunther's
well-known met~od i~ to interpret a country chiefly through its politi­
cal and economic le,!ders. Yet in this volume there is no attempt at
deeper psycholological analysisf of the outstanding "personalities" and
their motives. Ofte!! more space is devoted to a desc;ription of their
living habits thaJjl their charaCters. No attention is given to the feelings
of the people (asl distinguished from a few and usually little representa­
tive "big shots") and their attitude toward democracy, the United
States, and the Eascists. This neglect is very natural, since our author
could not talk to the ma,n in the street.

The aspect"umder which Latin America is treated is rather one-sided
-if understanda1l>ly so":-and limited to the point of view of totalitarian
influences and the 'chances for inter-American political and military
cooperation. But e~en in this limited field no new or hitherto unpub­
lished facts are given. On the other hand, not one of the great writers,
artists, or -scholars (except the Mexican painters) appears in the book.
There is not one account of a visit to a school or a university or. of a .
chat with students and teachers. What an impoverished "inside" this
is, when we make allo~ance for the fact that in Latin America, as in
other parts of the world, many of the most valuable and interesting
human types are not to be found among the politicos. In this and
other instances the author's lack of familiarity with the Latin -American
scene is often_resp,onsible for distorting his perspective.

It seems neveli to have occurred to the author that his-and so many
others'-whole method of "roving reporting" may have been obnoxious
to the Latin Americans, not olllly because hurrying is fundamentally'
incompatible with their form of life but also because they expect for­
eign observers to !regard them as important enough to merit the spend­
ing of some time and energy in the study of their countries. 'The typical
,Latin American i~ not· likely to open his heart to an acquaintance of a
few hours or days who does not even speak his language, "prominent"
though he may IDe iJ.l his o~n country. J>erhaps this is one of the
reasons why the interviews witlil the chief executives appear so disap­
pointingly insignificant. (Duncan Aikman in his All-American Front,

I
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two year~ ago, <;lid a· mU4h better job of "rov~ng reporting.").
"Insi4e" Latin America? IMost certainly not. Th~ book is a survey 0

of some. d.1f the m~~t easily actessible mate.rials, writt~ for the pres.ent
momen~ ~nd from one point of view only. This boo, uninterttiQnally
?f course,! shows, per~apsmore}ha~ any other. i'nd~vid al fact, .how gr~at

IS the tas~ of educatlon for truelnter-A,mencap und~rstandlngwhIch'
st.illlies a~ead of us. 0 ,: ,

Meet I't·he South A meriGtirns pfurnishes anothe:r ex~mple of a pub- i\'t

lisher's promising more thad his author is preparedJto 'ffilfill. On its
jackcet t~e prospective reader is given to understa~d. that "here' is
e~ery as~e~t of the colorful 'life of twenty [in ~outhl Ar.nerical] coun­
tnes, ... here ate the men and Women who are our inelghbors to the
south. l'jIr. Crow'ssidelights ....reveal with trencHant clarity what
they are Ithi.nkin~ about." ~ow the ~rincipal weakhess, of this 0 bo~k
seems to I.• thIS reVIewer precisely that It does not tell '~hat the Laun
Americallls are thinking about. The author, in orde~ to find that o,ut,
had to d~pend on second-hand information, not h1aing an adequate
knowlecij-e of the'languages himself; as. a result his b ok suffers. '

This ~pplies first of all to the question of F~scist p netratiqn in com-
o mercial, ~ocial, and ~olitical life-which Mr. Crow drclares practically
non-exis~ent. He quotes a numbe~ of data wh~ch ~relso~etimes deb~t­

able and! never complete ll!ld whIch, when VleW~4.;-~gainst, the SOCIal
and eco~omic background bf the United States, mig t look conclusive
but whier los~ much ~f t~eir stre~gth ~hen the eptir ly different bac~-

ground of Latln'Amerrca IS taken Into account. i
I. . I •

Mr. <prow aSSUTes us that "a careful se,arch of thel papers publIshed
at Li~a ~n PertI ... failed t6 disclose any acceptance 9f German propa­
ganda:' j(p. 276) '. This is 'Yhtt another recen~ di~coverer of South
Amenca~ John, Gunther, whom Mr. Crow met In Lima, found at the
same ti~e and in the same place. "The heart of ext~efne conservativism
in Peru+of Fasc.ism, one might fairly say-is the Mi~6 Quesada family
that -ow#.s the. great Lima newspaper El Comercio.j ... Its chief pro­
prietor . " . is ardently ... pto-Fascist.... The Come1jcio prints daily a

: 1

comple,t~ list of Berlin radio programs, and gives itl prominent place.
The.paBe~ is. ~~~ost as important in Lima as the C~icago ~ribune is,
say~ In IllInoIs (pp. 205f.) . I

i Thisjrevi~wer did hot trust his eyes .when he caine to this passus:
"In mor~ tha~ a hundred ye~rs of existence as an ind penderit republic

I, 8
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Colombia has n€ver had a disputed election or a political revolution"
(p. 311); but s~nce Mr. Cro,~'s book has not yet been selected by a

book club, the rkviewer does not feel justified in listing more details of
statements whic~ are, to say the least, unusual.

Mr. Crow hibself is modest about his work and offers it "with a
complete consciousness of its ililadequacy." His readers, too, should be

I ! '

well aware of the fact that the author of 400 Million Customers cannot
lay claim to au~ority' when writing about the go million customers
of South Amerieta. Even so, l11a~y witty, although sometimes a little
too flippant, observations make thenook interesting reading.

Pattern of Mexico is not a conventional travel book. It opens with
a brief survey t.f the historiGal background, followed by the main
section-by far the best part of the book-in which Clifford Gessler
sketches some oflthe principal ttowns on the approache~ to the Valley of
Mexico, the capital, and several of the, remaining sections 'of the
country to which Mexico City is the usual gateway. In a concluding
part the presentl.social and e~OIl1om~c problems of the c~untry a~~ the
development of !I.ts art are brIefly dIscussed. An appendIx offers prac­
tical consideratit>ns" for the traveler. A valuable feature is the unus-
ually comprehensive bibliography. ,

The author ivas not in seat1ch of tourist "sights" but was interested
in typical places,1 scenes, and people. He is able to picture the Mexicans
as they live-not as they appear from a hotel lounge in Mexico City. He
h~~ taken the trdmble, or rathe~ has delighted in finding out what and
how they eat, hdw they work, what troubles they have, and what jokes
they make. He', sees not only Indian shacks, colonial churches, and,

Aztec ruins, bu~ also modern schools, w.orkers' settlements, and tech-
nological institutes. Thus he has caught the atmosphere of the ~ountry

and its people. ~ithout trying to argue any preconceived politi~l idea
-and that is m~re than can be claimed for most of the many recent
books on Mexiof>.

. This is the lfst book of this series which E. H. S~ydam illustrated
before his untiIpely death. Bis drawings make the volume doubly
valuable. They are delicate and convey the landscape and architecture
of the country irl close connection with the text.

.This is a definitely worthwhile book for anyone who loves Mexico
I

or who wishes t(j) know it: It will help its readers to understand some
of, the essential a.pects of the Latin American scene.

9
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StefaJil Zweig, the famo~s'Austrian essayist and novelist, now of .
course in exile'! .wrot~ Brazil, LiLrid of the Future afte a ~alf year'~ stay)
in the cQuntryv He points out that he had seen onl, a triinor part of
the i~mfnse art~a and that he' therefore,did not attembt to arrive at any
definIte Jonclu~lOns. The first three~fifths of the bork are ~evoted to
a general surv~y' qJ the history, economy, and Cll1ture of the country,

while th.e re~ai.nde.r describes Rio d~ Janeir?, Sao pal.l~' ~he coffee anp
gold-produCIng regIons, and, finally, the tropIcal coas al area.

The entire b60k is characterized by the art of a gr at stylist, dis~ern- ­
ible evel,1 in the translation, combined with a keen and sympathetic
observation. '"(he author is devoid of that patronlzidg attitude' toward
his subj~cts whi~h'makes so many· travel books on L! ti~ America hard
to bear.: There are a few minor factual.a,.statement which challenge
d~s~ussi9n, .but'o~ the whole the richness ?f inform tion. and in~ig~ts

whIch .t~e aut~or IS' ~ble to offer, after such a ~hort st ,are truly admIr­
able. Tfe highlighti?f the book ate probably, the a alysis ofBraziliaIi
psychol9GY' with its stress on the inherent gentleness rf the people, and
the des9riptions of Rio de Janeiro and of the "Lo.t gold towns" in
Minas <feraes. These win long 'hold a place among the outs!anding
writingsj OllJ Latin America. r ' .

Thi~ delightful, unpretentious book is an excellept introduction to
th: largfst c~untry .of'the Western H~misphere ,:hic~, as Zweig r.ightly
pOints 0lllt, ' IS destIned to play one of the most llIlp~rtantBarts In the
future qevelopment of our world."/ .,. '

Thelsecond volume of the University of Miami Yispanic American
,Studies Fontain~, with o~ e:,~eption, ~he lectures de

l
liiver..e~ du:ing the

fifth l~cture ~enes on HIspanIc AmerIcan problems organIzed In 1940
. I

by the ,university w~ichever ~~ce its foundation' has been actively,
interested in the· promotion of cooperation with tge countries to th~

south. .) I '

! /.

As in most public~tions of 't?is kind, the contribpt~ons vary widely
in subject matter, method of tr~atment, and calib~r. They were all
deliveren by Spanish-speaking lecturers, although 0 ly the lectures by
the Spanish poet Juan Ram6n Jimenez are actually rinted in Spadish.
The noted Peruvia~ diplomat and historian, Victor Andres Belaunde,
contrih~.1tes papers on "Pan-American Solidarity ,t the Lima' Con- '
ference," "The Latin American Countries and th~ European War,"
and "E~hical Foundations or-International,Law." 'Ilhe following'state-
. 1 Since this review was prepared Zweig put an end to his life IWhich he was try,ing to
rebuild in Brazil.. ' i'

~ i
I

..
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ment by him i~ interesting in the light of recent developments: ·"The
interpretatibn [which the Republican party [in the United States after
the 'first world war] gave Washington's farewell address involved a
concept of absblute sovereignty of the state and the rejection of any
obligation or ehtangling alliance, and the truth is that any organization
for peace, suc~ as is derived from the tradition of the Congress of
Panama and L~ma, hnplies a cr:oncept of relative sovereignty, and a close
international dooperation in ;behalf of peace in the form precisely of
alliances and peace" (p. 156) ,; ,

The Argentine' Mini~ter to Cuba, Victor Lascano, gives an instruc­
tive and well-~ocumented, though ne~essarily incomplete, survey of
the developmeht of diplomatic relations between his country and her
neighbors. Th~ Puerto Rican geographer Rafael Pica describes some
general characteristics of the Caribbean and of his native island in
particular. Prqfessor Emilio Carlos LeFort disCl~sses "Some Trends in
Contemporary 'Spanish-American Letters," with special attention to
anti-imperialisrP, Ruben Dario and the "Modernista" movement, and
the treatment o[ certain specifically "American motifs" in Latin Ameri­
can literature. I: Of particular i interest are his quotktiohs showing the
deeply rooted, I,but now fortmnately largely overcome, resentment of
Latin Americah writers against the United States. The well-known
Spanish poet Juan Ramon Jimenez contributes reflexiones on poetry
and literature, aristocracy arid democracy, and recollections of Ramon
del Valle-1ncla4, all of which' acquire interest by the subjective but
highly attractive treatment he gives them.

I •

As is only natural, few llew contributions to knowledge can be
I ,

expected from r publication like this. Yet the University of" Miami
must be congra~ulatedupon its achievement in bringing to its campus

\ speakers who ate truly representative of Hispanic American civiliza­
, tiQll, and in eI1abling, by way of these volumes, a wider pu'blic to

share in what tJiey had to say.
RICHA'RD F. BEHRENDT

Brazil in Capita SJ by Vera'Kelsey. New York and London: Harper and
Brothers, 19 2. $3.50.

Brazil in Ca italsJ an excellent companion volume to Seven Keys to
Brazil (1939) ~ the same author, describes all the official capitals of
Brazil (Rio de Jflneiro and the twenty state capitals) with the .exception

11
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of Rio Br~co, capi~l of the Territ~ry of ,~ere~ F<;>nper capitals are' r"'"
also included: Olinda, first capital ~f Pernambuco; Our? Preto, hist?ric
capital of l,VIinas Geraes; and Santos, twice capital of StO' ~aulo. Miss'
Kelsey co~cludes. with a chapter on the, "capitals wit oui portfolio":
PetropOlis, summer capital'1>f Brazil; Po~os de Caldas, apital of South
American spas: Santa.rem, potential co~mercial caPitallf the Amazon;
and Terezopohs, a mlght-have-been capItaL

These capital cities, according to 'NIiss Kelsey, '''iUu inate the story
of the country from its earIie~t colonization to its' late t' technological
development and throw th~ir light far intq the future. Cumulatively,
they represent Brazil in all its facets and Braiilians of e ry'type." ,

Although the book ~oes not purport to be a tourist" guide to thes~

cities, in many instances it co~ldwell serve this purp~se~SpeciallY,with
respect to the m,?re important and interesting d,ties. he section on
Rioile Ja~eiro, for example, is:most complete, discussi g a,nusements,'
recrea:tions~ sports, churches, librarie~, museu~s, palaces,' excursions,
carnival-all the attractions of the dty and th~ surroun~ingarea.

Since Miss Kelsey feels that Brazil can, in many wa s, be Gompared
with the United States, she cr~ates'many vivid pictures y. frequent. ref­
erence to the people, cities, and landscapes of our coun ry: "... no one
can visit many Brazilian cities withollt being impressetl y striking simi­
larities between Brazil and the United States, betweeJ Brazili~ns and,
Americans.... Rio Grande, do SuI in the character of bbth country and
people\resembles our Texas. Our Far West, whose co~orful history is
sta,ITe~ with the ep,ic de~ds Of, pioneers who crossed in lcovered wagoJ;ls
t!J..e dry, sun-baked' plaIns where buffalq roamed bYJ thousands and

~~:'1So~n~;:~~sh:~~=~:;'+:r:~:/i~h~:ar:~~s,:" ~es~~:::~f~; J.
thousands and bandits matle pational history.... We a e both polyglot

. , nations, inadt;, up of races and ~ationalitiesof all the w rId."
" In the appendJx are notes on the symbolic art of the, colonial

ch~rches, animals, snakes, birds, butterflies, trees and plants, orchids,
, ' Brazilian money, and proper dress for the tourist.

Brazil in Capitals is an inseparable companion I Seven Keys to
Brazil; together they, 'prese:nt a thorough, interesting piCture of modern
Brazil, of its .people, industries, arts, culture, tradif1ons, and scenic

beauties. / ' 'I ,
ALB E R TR. Lop E S
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Broad and Ali4n Is the Wor~dJ by Ciro Algeria; translated from the
Spanish by Harriet de Onls. New York: Farrar and Rinehart, Inc.,

1941. $~·75

"The most savage, brutal, terrifying book I have ever read," I
wrote in my n tes after reading La VordgineJ Jose Rivera's expose of
the exploitatio of the South American Indians in the rubber industry.
Now I am not sure, for I have just finished Broad and Alien Is the

WorldJ by CirQ Alegria, a novel on the life of the Peruvian Indians.
This winner of the Latin American 'Prize Novel Contest sponsored
last year by th~ Pan American Union competes with Rivera's book in
its depiction of the oppression of the Indians and the horrors 'that
res~lt. Alegriais book is the better novel, however, largely because of
its effective use of contrast. Indeed, much of the power of the book lies
in the de~icate counteFbalancing of the values of the simple, pastoral
life of the Indi~ns against the brutality of a civiliza~ion that pronounces
them "ignorant" and "a menace to progress."

Like anoth1r well-known prize novel, El IndioJ by Gregorio Lopez
y Fuentes, this ~nejs the story of an Indian community rather than of
an individual. I For many, many.years, the village of Rumi had held
its tract of land! on a sunny slope of t4e Peruvian mountains. Together,
the villagers p~anted and harvested. Together, they faced the good
years and the qad, the storms, of nature, and the la~hing waves of civil
war that brok~ over their peaceful lives and left behind sorrow~~nd

death, bitter memories and illegitimate children. But the village
endured until Don Alvaro Amenabar determined to take its lands as
a part of his ranch. Trying to fight him in court, the Indians were
bested by crooked lawyers and perjured witnesseS and were forced to
leave the villate and seek another home higher in the mountains on
lands unsuitedi for cultivation. 'Vorse tragedies followed in the indi·
vidual lives oflcommunity members who sought a living on the coca
plantations, a~ong the rubber workers of the jungle, and, driven by
bitterness and ~esperation, among the ranks of a bandit gang. Finally,
even the poor lands settled by the remaining villagers were claimed by

I
the insatiable IDon Alvaro. When his claim was upheld by the Suprenle

Court, these Jen who had tried for years to obtain justice by peaceful

means determled to fi?ht for their rights, even though they knew that
13
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I / h.their slingshots and worn-out rifles were np match for t e mac Ine guns
of their opponerits. The ~ast ohapt~r is simply entitle "Whither?"

Broad and Alien Is the World may be interpreted s a moving and
impassioned pJeafor ju~tice everywhere, but it has a sp cial significance
for Latin AmericC;l, where tIte problem of the Indian has been a sore·
point for over three (enturies." In recent y~ars, we hav seen, especially
in Mexico, a tendency toward recognition of the in igenous cI'llture
of. the Jndi,ans and an e~ort to incorporat~ it i~to he n~tion~l life.
Cuo AlegrIa ~as a leader of a, movement of thIS n ture In hIS own
country, a move~ent there called Aprismo. This n vel is anexposi­
tion ,of Peru's ne~d for such a philosophy and of the. ontribution that!
such a native American culture could make to her ci} ilization. 'Propa­
ganda it may be, in the sensr that anything Writte,n fo a cause is propa­
ganda, but it is biting, result-provoking propagand of the type of
The GraJJ(Js of Wrath in our o\v,n country.. Sooner r later, this kind
of writing plays" a poteJ;lt role in die alleviation of t e/conditiohs that
provoked it. 'And when' it lis' done' tenderly with agie, strugglIng,
genuinely human characters as protagonists, the resul is 'a movii-Ig and ~

powerful novel, such as Broad 'and Alien' Is the Worl ; ( ,.
l 'I

THELM CAMPBELL

Las Torres de lv[,anhattan (The Tow(rs of Manhat an), by A~ Qrtiz-
, Vargas. Bostpn: Chapman an~G:rhnes, 1939,: $2.,0. -

Some fifty years ago a Colombian poet, Rafael Pombo, wr,ote a beau­
tiful short poemeritit~ed"Las dos Ameri~a~" ("The l'rwo ,Americas") ; ,
which has bee~ translated by' Alice Stone Blackwe 1 in her Spanish- ,

" t

Am~rican Poets. Recently another Colombian poet who has come to
North America to stay has written' a noble epic poem in some five thou­
sand lines entitled The Tpwers of Manhattan. Too ew have been the
cultural interpenetrations of _this type between the,. nited States and
Hispanic America. Ap occasional note has 'been s r~ckl here in the
United, States by a Bryant or a Whitman or an Ar hibald MacLeish.
Now and then a poet of Hispanic America has sungj of our presidents,
Washington, Lincoln, or the Roosevelts, hostile tO~Theodore and in
praise of Franklin. Our North American univ rsities' have been
pioneers in this intel1ectual interpenetration and ou colIege p~pfessors
h~ve contributed much to a better Uriderstandin, of the two great

I

\ "
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peoples of the merican continent. Outside the academic world, Alice
Stone Blackwel , exquisite interpreter of the verse of the Hispano­
Am~rican, Isaa Goldberg, critic of their letters, and e~pecially- 'Valdo
Frank, intellec ual ambassador extraordinary to· Hispanic America,

I £

have done much to point out to us the purely cultural and aesthetic
aspects of HispJno~Americanlife. Now comes a poet, one of theirs, to
interpret to theln, our great city and cultural center.

Manhattan,J towering skyline is the theme song of this· ppem-a
hope that the clew Tower of Babel, instead of bringing confusion to
mankind will b~ an instrument of fusion and brotherly love between
the two peoples pf America. It is a prayer that out of this vast m~tropolis
will come a ne\iera, a new civilization forged in love instead of hatr~d.

Ortiz-Vargas se ~ in the city of New York, as do so many foreigners, the
center of the, I rId's civilization. His poem is neither the Messianic
hope of a millenialist nor the doctrinaire principles of a political ideol­
,agist. It is a cri1du coeur of admiration and awe on the part of a philo­
sophical poet w~o is a lover of man~ind. 1 translate the opening lines:

Highet, higher, higher
Than the highest tops of the mountains!
Higher than the highest flight of the bird,
Highet even than thee highest star tl)at shi11es,
Soar, ,e golden towers!
Your ames of steel sunk in -the bowels of the earth
Give y majestic sway
Over e blue vault of heaven.

, "I sing," say~ the poet-and he knows our 'Valt 'Vhitman-"I sing of
machines and steam-shovels and cranes which devour and belch ··forth

1

the earth. 1 si~g of the toilers from all lands, Negroes, Italians. Ger-
mans, Irish, Russians, diggers, plumbers, electricians, sweating, pant­
ing, groaning. I sing of thee-Oh city empire! Thou art Carthage and
ROlne and SodQm, the center of the world's activity. When thy stock­
market ceases t~ function, the world shudders with a cosmic spasnl."

A microcosm of the universe is New York, according to our poet,
an infernal partdemonium, its crow~s rushing like wild beasts to be
slaughtered by soulless brakemen in the subways. A polyglot city where
all languages allid races are found. A city of men without a country, of
the persecllted and defeated victims of man's hatreds, a city of hovels
and vicious dens and disease and prostitutes, but also a city of scholars

15
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'lnd poets a,nd writ~rs~and inillionair'es and universities and museums.
Don't look too closely at the squ3:10r by day, lo~k at N~w York at night
with its m~lIion and, one lig~ts. LOo~ at them from a .illstance, for s0.me
of these lIghts are not stars to whIch you would hlt~h your chanot,
they are absurd, tawdry:, insol_en~, and irrelevant. , fl ' ,

The spirit of this poem IS that of a Hebrew prp Jhet of the Old
Testament, whence most of his figu~es come, a very u lusual source of
in~pir~tion for a Hispano-Ame~ican poet: The prophe)t gazes upon our
faIry-lIke towers now at dawn, now at hIgh noon, agaIn at sunset, and
above all at night, and~postrophizesJhell;t~ He sees t em in process of
construction, he sees the teeming, life within them, he sees their beauty
~nd their arroganc~, and he pays a tribute to' the dar'ng originality of
our American architects. He envisions Manha'ttan i 'the days of the

• I .

Indians"then in colonial times, and finally as it is toda 7. The tow,ers of.
\ ' I _,

. Babel and Nineveh anp Tyre ar.e c;onstantly recurrin, themes, but the'
Towers of Manhattan ,sl1rpa~s them all in heighi, in f -andeur., a~ld in

beauty. , 1 • t I
Oitiz-Vargas uses a scheme of varied assonances, d free vers~, to

impart majesty' and vigor to his message. It is a wentieth-century
hymn, spont~neous, eloq1lent, i~tellectual. It re.prese Its therefl.ec~i?ns

of ~ poet-PhIlos,OP,'her ~vh.b see. In our largest CIty grfat po,te~tIah,ties.
It IS the appeal of a foreiJgner that New York be no~ made eIther the

center of a ~alf~ba~ed ,~ri~OC"racy 0,1' the riffra,ffocracy [,canallocracia) of
, the proletanat., , . , -

The American contiIient ,has given the world t 0 great literary
geniuses, Walt Whitman, the, rugged bard of demo Iracy, and Ruben
Dario, the ·sweet aristocratic-singer. Orti?-Vargas, alt ough writing in
Castilian, steJIls more from our poet than 'froin Hisp no-American tra­
ditions. He knows our poets at fiTst hand and is abollt to publish a book
on contemporary Americ<;ln poets. SpanJs.?-America s have had a ten­
dency to leok down uponus as a race of uncultured arbarians lacking­
a high form of culture. ,Iti is a great tribute to us that one of their poets
finds inspiration ift Nordl'-American culture rather han in the E1:1ro­
pean or American Indian traditions which form the twin background
of Spanish-American poe:try. The T~loers of klan allan is the har­
binger of a new era of closer intellectual and cultura interpenetration
of the two peooples of th~' Amertican continent, the continent of the -.
future. '

SAM U ELM. W A X MAN
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Dona Lona: A Story of Old Taos and Santa Fe~ by Blanche C. Grant.
New York: Wilfred Funk, Inc., 1941. $2.50.

Blanche Grant has attempted two divergent goals in her novel of
Santa Fe and Taos in the first half of the nineteenth century: depiction
of a fascinating character and an epic study of the western scene of that
time. , .

Dona Lona, or Madam Barcelona, is a young girl from Old Mexico
with courage to throw off the rigid conservatism of that day and become
what she truly iis-a very modern, ambitious, unconventional, money­
wise woman, whf can run a suoces$ful gambling salon. The character of
Dona Lona doe$ not lend itself to a novel of epi~ proportions; if she is'"
to be portrayed Iunderstandably, the reader wants most of all to know
her motivation. ! Madam Barcelona, howeyer, is' lost in a maze of histori­
cal facts, which! cover the entire new western area of that time. If a
novel of wider scope had been Miss Grant's goal, she might have done
better to choose' as her main character a sort of Anthony Adverse, who
could have personally traveled in politically-torn Texas, gold-seeking
California, or with the mountain trappers\and caravan traders.

Unlike Ruth, Madam Bal1celona, having once fallen in love with
I

her adopted cOlllntry, cannot be persuaded to leave it for love of any
I

of the three men in her life. One can hardly be persuaded that she
loved them as tragically as we are asked.to believe. The male characters,
both friends and lovers, are merely fingers which point to and explain
the happenings far from the locale of the plot. Undoubtedly, every
happening in Texas and the Far West affected Madam Ban;:eloria per~

sonally, but events are overstressed. Consequently, the character of
Madam Barcelona, which would have had its fascination against a small,
i,ntimate backgt1ound, loses reality.

Miss Grant writes very sympathetically and lovingly of New Mexico,
its people, and~ its problems. The book shows an enormous amount
of research, as i~ evidenced in the descriptions of early Taos and Santa
Fe, and the maI1ners and custams of its people.

DICKSIE ROGERS
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Natural Histpry ~nd the' American Mind, l?y Wi!li~ Martin Small-
, wood in collaboration with Mabel Sarah Coon' mallwood. New

York: Columbia UniverSity'Press, 1941. $4.2 5. I 'r
~ " .

Within recent years, it ~as'b~come the fashion fQ many scientists,
after having attaibed a de~ree 0' eminence, to ~rit a more or less
philosophical tre~tis~ pres~nting their outlook up n their field 6f
specialization, oft~n with aAl?lications to modern life' This pra~tice is
to be, commended, for suchlmenalmost invariably h ve rI?-llCh to con-

,tribute. Smallwood's. bool\ 'lfalls within _this. cat~g~ y ~nd rep~esents
a novel approach whI~h ha, grown out of hiS abldl g Interest In, the
question of how ~he study d>~ na'tural history develop d in America.

The general theme is!} a '~onsideration of the 'earl American natur­
alists up to ab6ut i8~0 anJ their i\lfluenc~ upon sci rice and the cul­
turallife of theAmeri~anp~ople. The treatment is Ii ,ited"roughly, to
the discussion of materials which fall within thefiel s covered by the

~ , , .

modern sciences of b~tanYf.zoo~o~, .geology, arid ineralogy: ~he

au.thors select..for conSlder~1t10n .lndl.vlduaIS,Vho ap ear. to be typIcal
of the period~ Itlmust be a eed that any atte~pt to 'nclude all impor-)

. tant,naturalists would not veadded much to the alysis. Neverthe­
less one is seriously disappointed in the selectio of some of the
naturalists as ~~ll 'as in thb omission of others, an by the author',s , ~

, decision, to limlt this study to the eastern Unit d States, "where
the early settlembnts were ll1~de and the early cultu al centers' began."
No consideratiOl(1 of natural history in America can pretend to' be ade­
quate '. whi!e oniitting such significant figures., as, for example, von
Hum1J6Idt: LeJis and Clark, or John Muir. Morepver, .one wdnders
why a tertIary 'Purce such a.~ ACO.sta should have teen Included and
other .first rate ~uthorities omitted. .

Beginning ,~rith a consideration of. early writfngs on American
natural history,! such as Oviedo" Hariot, StracheY'l,and Bartram, the
authors, in conf6rmity with their belief that !he groyth of every science
is accompanied' /by' the appearance of good story te~rers, select 'Captain
John Smith to illustrate the story-telling natwalist Since the Ameri­
can coIleges'mJde little appeal ~o boys interested in na,tural bist0'1':
the more ventufesome and well-to-do youths ;were ttracted to Leyde~,
and'later to Ed.nburgh~ seats of the two great me ical schools of th~t

period, w.. here t~ey were, i~troduced to the newest i[eas i,n' natura,I his-
. tory. Th~ aut10rs next disc1.lSS Americans wh9 strdied in European

/ " , " II, •

,'! ' t! f) I I
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I

universities, as !well as the more important .influences that served to
turn colonial bpys into naturalists, and devote considerable attention
to a number of the leading professors in some of these institutions.
Very appropriate is a discussibn of the study of natural history. in the
American colleges from 1640 to 1790. Chapters IV and V cover SOlne
of the early cul~ural centers and the diffusion of natural history culture
in America b~ Americans, through academies of natural history,
lyceums, museu~s, sOFieti~s, publications, and botanic gardens.

The naturalist period in America extended approximately from
1725 to 1850, reaching its clim~x in the decade 1830-40. In the general­
ized accounts of the naturalists, we recognize a necessary step in the
beginning of o~r knowledge of plants and animals; and we may regard
taxonomy as th~ beginning of the domain of natural history applied
to li,vipg thingsi The early naturalists as a group are characterized by
the authors as Ihaving striking personalities, remarkable enthusiasm,

-an eagerness to Imaster universal knowledge, and as playing an impor':"
tant part not oqly in the growth of science but also in the development
of American culture. Amos ~aton is regarded as ideally typifying the
gTeat popularit~ of the naturalists during the period, an entire chapter
being devoted tb Eaton and his relation to the academies.

During the entire naturalist period, the theologi~al interpretation' of
nature played asign.ificant rale. Although Paley's Natural Theology
(1802), widely·lused in academy and college, did much to familiarize
students with the general structure of' their own bodies, it also pro­
vided a specifi~ theological explanation for the Inechanism of body
parts and functibns. The concept of design was rampant in educational
circles, and pro~essors strove to achieve a reconciliation between science
and revealed religion. The French principle of "cause and effect" was
not widely accdpted. l\tIoreoVler, the concept of evolution, vigorously
opposed, made Ilittle progress until the time of Darwin in organizing
the contributioins of science into a consistent philosophy of nature.
Hence the theory of evolutionl, not yet having deeply stirred the imagi­
nation of the naturalists thus handicapped in their thinking by the
lack of any consistent e~lanaltion of nature, had no marked influence
on the thinking of the common man during the naturalist period.
Moreover the c(i)ncept of special creation, the logical implication of the

I

design hypothe~is, greatly retarded the development of a scientific
classification baked on natural relatio·nship. Not until there was a wide
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departure fr.om t~is theological interpretation of nat re could the scien-
tist supplant the Inaturalist. .

, Althoug~ th~ naturalist period did not come to r. close until about
1850, a new app110ach began to manifest itself in the ~830's when certain
men in AmericaJ preferrinf! to make a limited field tlleir ob)'ective, were,

, " I '-' ' , '. I '
concentrating or some special' group of a,nimals or plan~s. Actu111y,
develop'roent ofi the microscope and its availabilit)/" for class use was
one of the majot factorscontrlbuting to the decline of natural history,
even thodgh the/ins'trument did not come into ~el),er I usein the labora­
tories of the universities before i880.I' .

These men ~ho, for example, became masters i the ,field of classi-
fication, were tHe forerunners of modern speeialists, and embodied the
passing of, the I aturalist. Generally, speaking, the finithors terminate

, ,their tre~tise a the point where the discrete dis iplines of botany,
zoology, and g olo~,. having str~gg]ed for indep ndent pedagogical
recognition,' be orne separate entit:ies.

Although r e' authors devot~' considerable spac to the growth of
natural histo~y through contributions of publish rs, .,artists, and en­
gravers, 'a notic able defect of the book is its lack 0: significant illustra­
tions. There is an excellent comprehensive biblio aphy covering the
geographical,ar a treated. " . ,j

E D W A R'D F. CAS TE T T E R

Collected Sonn ts~ 1?y Edna SL Vincent Millay.Ne York and London:
Harper an Brothers, 1941. $3.00.

Change o.f ,Se '10.n, by H.elene Magaret.' New Yor : Farrar and Rine-
hart, Inc., 1941. $1.50.. . '

'The Mayfield I eer, by Mark Van J?oren. N~w York: Henry Holt and
Co., i941. . 2·50. .. '

The Paradox i the Circle, by Theodore Spencer. orfolk, Conn.: The
P~et of the Month; New Directions, 1941. $.3

More Poems f om the Palatine Anthology~ transla ed by Dudley Fitts.
'}.'Jorfolk, C nn.: The Poetof the Month; New }rections, 1941. $.35.

Poems, by F. ~. Prince. Norfolk, Conn.: The Poe~ of the Month; New
Directions', 1941. $.35· , '

Poems from t e Book of HQuts, by Rainer Maria Rilke; translated by
Babette D utsch. Norfolk, Conn.: The Poet f the Month; New
Directiops, 1941. $.35. "

'.
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Th.e Dry Seaso~) by Malcolm ~owley. Norfolk, Conn.: The Poet of the
1"lonth; New Directions, 1941. $.35.

New England Earth and Other Poems) by Don Stanford. San Fran­
cisco: The Colt Press, 1941. $1.50.

<The Metaphysital Sword) by Jeremy Ingalls. New Haven: Yale Univer-.
sity Press, 1941. $2.00.

The Complete Poems of Emily Jane Bronte) edited by C. W. Hatfield.
I

New York: polumbia UniNersity Press, 1941. $2.80.

The poetry lof a quarter is so diverse that it is di.!ficult to find one
common threa4 to link all into one discussion. Her~! for example, we
move from a full collection and a long narrative poem by established
poets to pamphJlet editions of the less established. And let it be noted
with, pride thatl the younger and the ,more modest hold their own.

It is fortun~te for Edna St. Vincent Millay that her reputation must
not stand solely upon this full edition of her sonnets. The complete
collection does not impress one with- continuous power in a large body
of work, as it should from a gtreat poet; rath~r, the 162 sonnets (includ­
ing one quoted iin the preface which we might have been spared, written
when Miss Millay was fifteen years old) show too readily an even, no

•
more than moderate accomplishment. The first half of the collection,
with the exception of "Sonnet to Gath" and "To Jesus on His Birth-.
day," is hardly readable now: the sonnets are too "easy," show little of
the tension qn~ expects of me poetry, are too smug in a nineteen­
twenties sort oflway, too attitudinized. The latter half of the collection
is more serious" more down to business; but few sonnets here reach the
level of the two Ialready mentioned, and none reaches a higher level. To
those" who are t¢mpted to think. Miss Millay a really great sonnet writer
(and a reviewer has said of this volume, "... here is a great sonneteer,
probably the greatest of her time, possibly one of the greatest of all
time") , one ca* only reply as did Allen Tat~ some years ago, that they
should comparf the best of these sonnets with Yeats' great "Leda and
the Swan." It s~ould be added that Miss l\1illay's work should be com­
pared also with Tate's own "Sonnets at Christmas" or some of the
sonnets of Yvor Winters.

At the same time, Miss Millay has a certain achievement in her
sonnets. They are immea~urablybetter, for example, than the forty-five
sonnets in the third section of Helene Magaret's Change of Season. Th~
publication of such a full collci~ction demands some judgment; it is that,
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on 'the basis of th se sonnets, Miss Millay will have to be content with a
, '\'

position similar- 0 that of Christina Rossetti arid EI zabeth Browning.
Miss Magar~t, w o. is bes~ i in ~e not ve-:y prov~catire religious poeJ;Ils
of the second s ctlon, WI~I on the basIs of thIS bobk be among the
unnamed thousa ds.

The Mayfiel Deer does not add much to'Mark an Doren's stature
as a poet. It trie to make too much Illf a slight inci ent; at times, par­
ticularly in the rst parts, the "blank verse loses its re' son for being; the
l.flst scene drags uddily with too much sentiment. espite all that, the'
book generally i quite effective. The story is pi ~,ect d with the impact
of human expetieace, and that' experience, partic 'larly the psycho­
logical investigation of it, is oft~n rendel~ed·with the! lyric ability found
in Van Doren'sl fine minor, poems. At such times the blank verse
becomes fun~ti bat with the~ame skill that is fauna 'in his, lyrics, and
with little more boldness, inQ~catirig that Van Dare has not essentially
stepped very fa~ from his best 'practice .in t?e past. . '1

Latdy the p mphlet has been forgIng Its way b ck Into acceptance
as one of the in elligent and qonvenient methods 0 handling the' pub­
lication of po~t y. Typographically the pamphlet c n appear as attrac­
tive as a book. The Poet of the Month pub1ished y New Directions
has seizec;l this' ossi~ility'with considerable promise Each pamphlet is
produced by a different, fine press in the Unite States, including,
notably, the errymount Press (Updike, design r) in

l

Boston, the
Prairie Press ( arroll Coleman, designer) in Iowa the Ward Ritchie
Press in Califor ia, ahd the BeterPauper Press and the Walpole Print­
ing Office in N w York. And the quality of ,the po' try issued has bee'1
good. The bc~.t ing average' for the first year has b en .667, presenting
such outstandiIll wo~k as Howard Baker's A Leiter rom the Country, a
selection from Donne, and translations from the Palatine and from
Rilke; and at a somewhat lower level, interesting c llections from Wil­
:liamCarlos Wi Hams, Josephine Miles, Theodore'S encer, and the first
:popldarly-price edition o~ W:~rk by the late John eelwright.
:,' TheodoreS encer's poems are an attempt to us the song'tradition... ' '

:in poetry. At ~ eir worst, thtty fall flat for want of 'magery and cpncen-
I

!tration. But at ~eir best, Olle may recognize a ole d of poetry of state-
ment with .im g~, metrical movement, and parad x which the Eliza­
bethan song fi ally achieved. Such poems- as "So g," "A Narrative,"
"The Envy of pposites," and "Practicar Advice" ave an accomplish-

,
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ment which has been quite foreign to the main line. of English poetry
si~ce the Renqissance. Dudley Fitts'More Poems from the Palatine
A nthQlogy is fine work in translation, as is Babette Deutsch's Poems
frpm the Book

i

of Hours by Rilke., As English poems, Miss Deutsch's
translations seeim more adequate than the longer and more pretentious
books of transl~tions from Rilke; and several of these poems, though
among Rilke's t+arliest work, will surely stand among his best. Unhappily,
two of the last tflree issues of t.he Poet of the Month are poor ~nd end the
year on a flaggipg note. F. TO' Prince's short poems at times have inter­
est, but on the ivhole the collection seems a poor piece of workmanship,
lacking tensio~ and an awareness of metrical craftsmanship. And
Maltblm Co~l~y's The Dry Season has a first section of five lyrics which
are of considerable interest, but the remainder of the collection is a

I

weak sort of m~dernism, not distinguished by any particular technical
ability or any s'arpness in the satire intended.

The Colt P~ess Series is inaugurated with Don Stanford's New Eng­
land Earth. The series starts with exceptionally fine typography. The
verse is serious,1 unassuming, and will be deceptive to those who expect
modern verse tq be somehow violent. One recurrent theme, the aware­
ness of sensuou~ beauty and its transience, is age-old; and another, the
separation betWeen intellect and the senses in modern living and think-

I

ing, is more contemporary; but both are expressed, though the, verse is
quiet and minor, in a way that at times achieves great poetry.

Since taking over the editorship of the Yale Series of Yo~nger Poets
several years a~o, Stephen Vincent B~net has had the opportunity of
giving an auspi(ious introduction to a good many young poets. Among

, I •
them have been James Agee, Muriel Rukeyser, Joy Davidman, and
Reuel Denney. I But, counting up, half of the volumes have not been
distinguished. This year we certainly have one of the latter. Mf~s

Ingalls' title, The J\.le(atJhysical Swora J is misleading, since the reIigio~s

themes of manJ of the poems ,are not aggressive and not deeply analyt­
ic~l, and since ·iliy comparison with the metaphysical poets (Mr. Benet
mentions Herb(nt and Vaughan in his Foreword) is spurious.

C. ,V. Hatflield's new edition of the complete poems of Emily
Bronte seems scholarly and accurate. It is not likely to add to her repu­
tation, since, asl with most complete editions of quite minor poets, so
much chaff is tl1eated as seriously as the grain. But the complete work
is there, ready for a careful selection of the few poems which should.. .. .

I •• •...... .I·.. ;
I .....

••

23

: Book Reviews

Published by UNM Digital Repository, 1942



Frances Winwar.
I .

4 1 • $3.50 .

I
II
~OOK REVIEWS )113

~in Emily Bm te a Juuch better place than she ~~ had he~etofore"
aimong minor nireteenth-cen~u!ypoets. '. .
I . . . A.L N S W ALL 0 W

I I" .' ,

4merican Giant
r

Walt Whitman and ijis Times, b
I N-ew York a d London: Harper and Brothers, 1
t ,.'

j J. On March 2 , 1942 , fifty y~ars will have passed si ce Walt Whitman

1ied in Camden, ~ew Jer~e~.. T~e coming .spring ill.~ake;appropr~­
ate a commemo aUon of hIS Ideals for Amenca, of h s VISIon 0): brothel\­
~ood and unity among his people. Whitman wrot some of his finest
poetry during t e nation's Civil War.
i 'I Welco e the storm-welcome the trial.' . . I

I Why ~ow I shall see what the old ship.is m de of ,', , .

fIe wrote at the butbreak of the-war over slavery. H carried no exulta­
~ion with him when he worked as a volunteer nurse mong the woun4ed
~t Fredericksburg and later in Washington in the alarial fever wards;
but he n6ver w vered in his will to serve, as best h could, the cause of
I . .

~uman liberty and'its leader, Mr. Lincoln. Fra c,es Winwar's new
~olume has. br ught bef<;>re us the absorbing stor of this American
\jo'urnalist, essa ist, poet. There is no other figure in our history, not
even Emerson, ho so often, in print or conversati n, expressed words
worth h<;>lding 0, words that one says "yes" to, wor s. that one affirms as
jright thinking, or an American. l·.
I I have just· eturned from a visit to WhitmaJ}.'s ouse at 330 Mickle
IStreet in Cam I en. Walt (would one ever write alph or W~ldo for
Emerson?) liv d here from 1884 to the day of his death; here he was
visited by Ric ard Watson Gilder, William SIoa K,ennedy, Pearsall
Smith, Horace Traubel, many others; here frie. ds and literary col-·

·leagues (even hitder, who had thrown the ~ea ies of Grass into the
·fire) sent the orse and bllggy which Miss Winwat says the poet drove'
"unrestrained, his white beard blown backward in Ithe wind, his cheeks
glo.wing, like an aged but untamed Apollo." 1he two-story frame
building was urchased by the city of Camden in Ij923. It still contains
pictures -and f rni'shings which belonged to Whitman, and there ha~

been ~~ded.a ood library of books written about!him since, his death. ,
~lSS WIll

1
ar has completed a careful search nto the background

of events duri. g Whitman's;~~:ti~e. She has not rncovered much that

. , I·
-I I .
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is new in fact, 'but she has digested a broad amount of the testimony of
Walt's friendsl and commentators and presented it with keen insight
into its value. In her attempt to fix "the identity of the woman Whit­
man loved in New Orleans" and to"trace "the effect of his psychological
release upon qis development as a poet," Miss Winwar reaches a new
high for the p~ocess of imperfect deduction among Whitman biograph­
ers. The~ woman ,sho\vn on the tintype preserved in a Whitman note­
book looks to the right of the camera and a little below the shutter
level. Miss Winwar sees a "fervid intensity, a concentration of mean­
ing" toward someone and suggests that perhaps Whitman was standing
to one side when the photograph was taken. From here on to the end of
the chapter e,titled "From Pent-up Aching Rivers," the biographer
brings Walt arid his invented octoroon to a peak of transfiguration and
renunciation. : "Whatever the' reason, they had to renounce a life
together, an arlchored home, and children." -The writing and the scene
it outlines are bne if a little florid. Whethefeither fits Walt in any such
circumstances is another matter. .

Miss WinJar's chapters fHte~n and sixteen, devoted to the Leaves
of Grass) are &:lank and admiiable. Sne has synthesized the intention of .
Whitman's masterpiece into a fine e.ssay with well-selected quotations.
American Giatzt is, as I have said, a tim~ly book, and a book for which
Whitman beli~vers can be grateful.

I

I
Shores of Dar~ness) by Edward B. Hungerford. New York: Columbia

University ~ress, 1941. $3.00.

Shores of Darkness is a series of essays which once and for all clarify
much of the odcul~ and cryptic mythology of English romanticism from
Blake to Shel1~y. It concludes with a chapter on th~ Second Part of
Goethe's Faustl

The difficulties and perplexities which English readers have en­
countered in Blake's prophetic works, Keats' Hyperion) Shelley's
Prometheus Urnbound) and 9ther similar poems a!e manifestations of
an international tendency in 19'ature ,of the late eighteenth and nine­
teenth centuries. That many f the best romantic poems in England,
France, and Germany are at tl es marred by incoherence and obscurity
is a truism of iticism. 'But, the fundamental cause of the incompre-

25

: Book Reviews

Published by UNM Digital Repository, 1942



, .
B OK REVIE S 115

he sibility comm n to 1 much romantic mythology ~as never br:fore
re eive4 adequate investig~tion. : ~

r Professor H~ erford finds that the romantic poe~s in dealing, with
ill tholbgy were n t. so purely imaginative as m~st crit~cs have supl?o~ed.

T t: pqets who w re then fabricating romantic myth found a store of
n w aqd strange classical lore in th¢ work of a wh;ole succession of
w iters! known as the speculative mythologists. Innumerable}as these
wf:tersi"Were, '~o~. one of th~m.has any SChO,larly or .scientifiQlstandi~g
toray; but then I tense belIef In mythology and then eagerness to diS-'
C .ver ~ew d<i>cutrlents and mythological minutiae' impressed...,their con­
te poraries. A~ong those who exerted influence on the poets wt:re
S muel Bochart,)' seventeenth-ceptury Frenchman, Jean Sylvain Bailly,
h s eighteent11-ce ,tl,1ry successOl;, Antonio de Ulloa, a Spaniard, Francis

ilfotd, an Eng ishman, and Richard Brothers, an American. Inci­
d nt~lly, Brothe s, who was probably an import~riLsource both of
Bake's poetty'a d of Joseph Smith's T,he Book of Mormon} identified
h mself as ,,'the ephew of the Almighty," but was 'later deS?"ibed by
c viI authorities s a "lunatic." "

The mytholdgists were scientists and archae~iogists of a. sortl- and
c ncerned themselves with early accounts of th~ Creation, of patriarchal

an, and of the awn of history. In connection with thejr investigation_
, ~ comparative ythology, they studied the Bible. ~hey first believed

t at the pagan' yths were imperfect fmitations' and ~orruptions of

ihl~cal narr~ti es, but they Jater c~me to. r~gard'. the IB~ble i~elf ~s a
ortlOn of UIllve sal mytholop. ThIS convJction dId not In then mInds
etract from its alidity as a source of truth. Myth, whethef! Biblical or
agan, was the direct revelat~on of God to Man-th,e only vehicle
rough which, od's {visdopl co~ld' be conveyed to the mind of man.

Therefore th~ discovery of new fragments of myth among .the docu­
ents handed dbwn from c,lassical antiquity was a divine task, bringing
ew enlightenJent to ~an.

This m~ve ent imparted en~rgy-~nd purpose to ',the r~lfantic poets
rom Blake to Shelley, together with much strange genealogy and·

, \. ...
rreconeilable d tail. Blake made use of the heterodoxicaI and apocry-
hal traditioI).s f the and~hts, which had been unearthed in these new
nte,lectual exc vations.Students of Blake will here wish to supple­
ent p.rOfessOr~HUngerfOrd's_findingS with ,those Of, Professor PercivJ

'n his admirab eWi?liam Bla'ke's.Circle of Destiny. l La'ter po~ts, like-,
, /

i e
I

I
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\

wise convinc~d that the highest attribute of poetic endowment was the
gift of proph~cy, also tried Jto reveal divine truths by means of myth.
These poets, hotably Words'ivorth, Keats, Shelley, and Goethe, returned

,to the traditibnal figures and stories as a starting point. But in seeking
to freshen and enlarge by their own invention and by the addition of
dubious facts I taken from the discoveries and speCUlations of the myth­
ologists, they. corrupted traditional mythology and made their poems
obscure.

Professor Bung~rford's achievement is a voyage through the darkest
regions of claissicispl, romanticism, and pseudo-science, where the pole
star of the an~ients could avail him little. Yet in a style in which a chaos

,of fact is red1jIced to easy narrative and plain exposition, he has prob­
ably charted the first· true course through Endymion~ Prometheus

I '

Unbound~ arid The Second Part of Faust. His chapter on Shelley's
Adonais is a permanent contribution to the understanding and enjoy­
ment of one df the greatest poems i~r language.

I

DAN E FAR N S W 0 R T H S MIT ,H

Maupassant Criticism in France~ I880-I940~ with an Inquiry into His
Present Fame and (l. Bibliography, by Artine Artinian. New York:
King's Crown Press, 1941. $2.50.

I

Dr. Artin~an's book is am early publication from a new publis~ing

house. "King's Crown Press," we are told, "is a division of Columbia
I

University Prfss organized for the purpose of making certain scholarly
material available at miniIlljUm cost." To this project young scholars
"with flat wallrts will nod and smile approval, the more readily when
they see the qigni~ed format of the volume which w~ are reviewing:
paper covers; [240. pages, six by n.ine inches, of la.id text paper; letter­
press printin~. ~ecause we are discussing the product of a new press,
the publishers will doubtless not take it amiss ifwe point out certain
typographicalierrors. On page 101 the. printer inverted the order of two
lines just below the quotation, while on page 1 13 ,there is not only a
similar inversilon but probably the omission of a line as well. And not
to be hypercriltical, but to prove that we have read carefully what we
are undertaking to write about, we noted auxquelles spelled without an
x~ page 131, li~e 2.

Although Dr.' Artinian's reputation did not precede him, that fact
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id not dete~ us from reading his volume with deep intJrest, f~r in the
~rst sen,tence ~f +e foreword the a~thor ~ckno~ledges~is i~debtedness
t Prafessor LouIs Cons, one of the few giants In Frenclil Literature on
t . is Stde of the Atlantic who always have a valuable id~a .to pass on to
s udents andw~ose pruteges turn out work that is a d'edit no less to
t eir' ~ponsors t~an to thems~lves.' , I. ,

D~. Artin'ian! ~ote 'n~ thesis. He declared' no ~os~t~on w~ich he
. hosel to defend. HIS book, as one gathers from the ttt1<;r, IS a history of
he criticism devoted to Maup~ssant. It begins with tUe earliest press
otic~s on Boulf de su,if and embraces all the later notices and erudite
ssay~-and eveq opinions on Maupassant that Dr. A~tinian solicited
romlwtite'ts of ~istinction during the months in whic~ he was prepar·
ng Iiis subject... It is reasonable t? assume that Dr.' A~tinian has read
~ver~thingwritten about Maupassant. It does notseetr likely that he

as failed to Il.lention ant of the critics. In their disserttation form the
esuli1:s' of 'all this reading resemb~e nothing ~o much as Ithe summary of
scrflpbook of hotices on his works such as M,upassarit himself 'might
aveI kept" during his life and which an enthusias~c admirer was
llo~ed to continue. Dr. Artinian supplies the his~orical setting for
ach/ piece of criticism. Much of the criticism is }umtnarized; a good

deal/of it is qu.o,ted. Only once does "the author projlect his personal
opi~ion into 'the dissertation. That is on page 74 whete he emphasizes
the explanation that the low estate into w~hich Maupas~ant'sreputation
fell r.ight a~~er the storyteller's death is due to the indife.re~t qua~ity of
Maq.passant s pbsthumous works. But where he has Pfrmttted 'himself
to q~ote t~e same. material twi~e: Dr..A~tinian dou9t1ess betr~ys his
favonte P()luts ofview; e. g., Mats zl reste a M. de Maupassant d'etre un
ecrivain apeu pres irfeprochable dans un genre qui n~ l'est pas. These ·
words of Jules Lemaitre may', be read once, on pag~ ~7 and again on
page 43. .' I,

We believe that any French- scholar who has onFe' gone through '
Maypassant Ctiticism in France 'win keep the volumejfor reference. It

I has ,good suggestions for furtq.er reading. The present teviewer has long
b~eh an ad~irer of Rene Boylesve and has suspected tjhat Maupassant's i

Petft jut .:was a main soun:e for t~e y~~ng~r writer'~ Jtnjant a lit balus- '
tra1e. The wot:ds of Boylesve eulogiZing Maup~ssan~, as reported on
page 66, confirm our belief that Boylesve went tOI Maupassant for

I '

insriration.

I

... ,
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On pages 1129-192 are emtered the estimates of Maupassant which"
Dr. Artinian solicited from contemporary writers. They usually agree
on Maupassant's classically pure style, sensuality, and pessimism~Other'·
wise they say nothing and therefore often contl'adict one another. A
summary here would not be possible even if it were desirable. We ask
only to note what seemed especially amusing to us, namely, that four of
the American~ who replied with an opinion used apropos of Maupas­
sant these un~omplimentarY'expressions: "the trick short story"; "tech­
nical tricks"; ,'the trick ending"; and "mechanical~trickery."

As for th~ exhaustive bibliography on which Dr. Artinian prides
himself, we admit cheerfully that it far ou~range~ the other Maupassant
bibliographies that we have seen. ' '

I WI L.L JAM F. .J. D E JON G H

I

Color and L&ht in Painting, by Roland Rood; edited by George L.
Stout. N~~v York: Columbia University Press, 1941. $3.25.

I

With the ~cknowledgedpurpose of giving practical aid to painters,
Roland Rood's book, while ~bviouslysincere as a record of the author's
varied experijence in the stqdy of the science of light and .color, suffers
'mainly through having been necessarily compiled and' edited after his
death. Praise is due to George Stout, who, in editing Rood's copious
notes on his findings, has produced a work which should stimulate
further expeJ:1imentation in this field.

At times difficult to read, because of its unfinished condition, per­
sonal termin~!ogy, 'and 'occasional lack of clarity, the work does open
new vistas td the practicing painter and gives him valuable insights,
through scierltific explication of many natural phenomena with which
he is already ~amiliar but which he does not understand. Whether this
understandiqg is essential to the artist is a moot question. In a scientific
approach Rood joins theoty and practice, explores observation and
representatiop, and has flights into aesthetics and, philosophy; but one
wishes that hie had lived to ,condense and clarify his writing.

I

The first four chapters treating arbitrary values, sensation, shad9ws,
and his theory of beauty are the most interesting. He evaluates the
French SysteljIl of Proportionate Values, a methodical order of light and
shade in painting as taught in most academies and practiced by the

I •

camera-like alrtist, and contrasts this system 'with what he calls "Synco-
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I
pated Values," that is, values, arrived at by the painter from sensations
rath~r than mathematically deduced. Rood finds the latter, while
un~~ue, far m~re satisfy~ng.. €ontinuing wi~h ar?itrary value~, ~e.ex­
plalps th~ physIcal constructJon of the eye, photopic and SCOtOPiC VISion,
or d~y and riig~t vision, as related to painting.

The subsequent chapters, involving the major portioil of the book,
dea~ with repetitious, tiresome 'accounts of experiments iil color, light,
attention, and drawing, and read like a scientific treatise. Reasons for
par~icular results

i
from certain color m~xtures in pigment, theories,

abo~t light, prisniatic color, .and attendant color sensations, inhibitions,
andldelusions make this wor~of m,ore inrerest to the artist and scientist
thaIjl to the layman.

~ LLOYD GOFF

I ,
ITlif Days Grow Co,ld, by ~arbara Tunnell Anderson. New York: The'
j'Macmillan Company, 1941. $2.50. , :

IBarb~ra ,Tunnell Anderson, of Louisville, presents an old subject
. in ~ new guise. Glibly she handles the English language and by use of
thel revealing word,. and the significant detail, ,she reveals the birth of an
individual. .

Lucinda, the her9ine, is a dreamy, romarltic eleven-year-old. ~he

moves withh~r parents to a new' town in the South..Fascinated by the
stories Qf the negro maid and the children at school, she lives in an
i~aginary past. ,The hal£-h~ard conversations of adults, the incidents
only partly understood, eme'rge jnto the flux and change,'of life in the
present. 'The 'symbol 'of grandeur and secarity of, the Old South is
destroyed as the plantation house goes up i~ fl~mes, picturesque to the i

end.
The wdrkings of the mind of the child al"e handled with delicacy"

sympathy, and understanding. The plot evolves as ,nothing more than'
the old formula of the inevitability of change and the impossibility of !

the permanence of the past. The book is a first novel wbrth reading for
its good interpretation of the mind of a child. '.. '

ELSIE RUTH,CHANT
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Handbook for! Translators orSpanish Historical Documents) by J. Villa­

sana Hagg¥d, assisted bYl Malcolm Dallas McLean. Austin, Texas:
Archives Cbllections, The University of Texas, 1941. $1.50'. .
This voludIe represents an attempt to provide a manual for the use

of persons interested in transcribing and translating Spanish (and
Spanish American) historical documents. It includes sections on pale­
ography, formk for use in transcription, theories and methods of trans­
lation, lists of kuggested translations for certain words and phrases, lists

I
of common abrre~iations,and a section on monetary values.

. G. P. H.

To the Bay Bridge) Canto al Puente de Oakland) by Jorge Carrera
Andrade; together with the translation in English by Eleanor L.
Turnbull. ISan Francisco: Century Press, 1941. $.50.

While serving his country as Consul General in San Francisco, Jorge
Carrera Andrade, one of Ecuador's leading literary figures, is so im­
pressed by the lBay Bridge that he dedicates this poem to the huge and
formidable strrcture that "tTiumphs over death and time and the sur...
rendering waters." . A. R. L.

~

Language in 4ction) by S. I. Hayakawa. New York: Harcourt, Brace,
and GomPfny, 1941. $2.00. .

For the n1vice in semantics, this book contains much interesting
and provocative material, well supplemented with illustrations and
exercises. To:a failure to recognize such distinctions as "intensional"

I ,.

and "extensio*al," or "informational" and "affective"~uses of language
the author attJ:.ibutes many ffiisconcefions, disillusionments, and even
conflicts. Perfprce, these distinctions are made in a rather naIve, dog­
matic, and oversimplified fashion. . H. G. A.

The Poems ofi James Shirley) edited by Ray Livingstone Armstrong.
New York: Ki~g's Crown;Press, 1941. $3.00.

. We may be grateful for this collectio~ of Shirley's poems with~n one
cover, but it is not likely to enhanCE Shirley's reputation. He was not
one of the great lyric or occasional poets of the seventeenth century,
and;with one IIr two exceptions, his best work is still found in the plays.

. A. S.

.
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The Concise Cambridg~ History of English LiteratureJ by George
Sampson. New York: ,The ~acmiIIan Company, 1941. $4.50"

i ~

1
1 Mr. Sampson is a man who will stand no non~ense. Coriseq?ently
e breaks the skull of many'a recent writer, but his juogment of the

1 terature of previous centu;ies is temperate and sage. Everything
e writes in this abridgement of the famous CHEL is brisk and jocund.,

I t is superb reading. W.'D. J.
\,

he Saturday Reviezp, I855~I868: Representative Educated Opinion in
Victorian England,. by Merle Mowbr!lY~ 13evington. 'New York:
Columbia University Press, 1941.$3.50. -,,"

What Mr. B~vington knows about the British p~riodical The Sat,,{r­
ay Retiiew would'lmake a book, and, sure enough, here it is. ~ Taking
J knowledgerfor its province, that powerful magazine thundered and
amned and approved; and all Victorian England bowed before its
torm. Its demise, however, was sad~- It sold its soul for a P0tfaf message.

,J. , I
f.W. D. J.

Tiictorian .Pr~lude: A I:fistory of English 'Mannets; I7oo-I8;O, by
Maurice f Quinlan. New Y~rk: Columbia University Press, 1941.
.$3.00.

People generally consider the Victorian age sentimental and self­
righteous. ~t has become the custom to accuse that day of sanctimony,
primness, and. genteelism. It has often been called priggish. Well, so
it was. The uIihappy havdening of manner into .manners, the deificatio..}!
of the godq.ess R.espectability, are admirably traced in this study.
"Victorian" remains a term to throw darts at... ' .... W· D. J.I

, / ' I

. ~

Carlyle (lnd the Saint-Simonians: The Concept of Historical Periodicity,
by Hill Shin~. Baltimore: The Johns HopkiJls'Press, 19ip. $2.25.

Life proceeds hypnotically from growth to decay, to growth again;
fro~ belief to unbelief, to belief again~ Such was a doctrine of Carlyle
and, in part, of the mystic, socialisticSaint-Simonians of France. Mr.

1 i Shine'sl'metitplous analysis shows Carlyle's .debF to this gronp, and thus
questions the usual opinion that 'Carlyle saw' history as the result of

. giant mert alone. On this subject Mr. Shine's book is the last word so
-fa~; it is also the best word. W. D. J.

i

, I
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What Price Alcohol? by Robert S. Carroll. New York: The Macmillan
Co., 19411. $3.00.

This book will be of interest to those who are faced with the prob­
lem 'of alcoholism, either in themselves or in others. It has an un­
fortunate m@ral tone which will impair its influence on the modern
alcoholic, but it also has some valuable suggestions to those whose
treatment is incomplete and who need support for "the freedom not to
drink." I G. M. P.

,.
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