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NEVEl,l.-NEVE,R LAND ;

.The b.loom ~f sprin~ is gree~ upo~ the hill,
The hlac sweet, aQ.~ soft the nver's moan;·
And e,,=eriing wafts ps-on: an underto~e' .
Of music to a land ',¥here tdngues are stilt·
Streets wander str~ng~ly,'but. no' *ars may' fill ~
Eyes that are closed~ and this dark land their own

·1. ... _
Abandoned town wiher~ long no moon has shone
.Nor bird has sung,. inightbird or whippoorwill.

\
Behind our· eyelid~i drop in that dark land~ .

.. Wondering, we,pas~ once more the silent row
Of houses shutterblind and frail and old:
~en b~ight and ~y and by whom ~eft to stand
In age and sol~ude~we'do not kn~wi: .
These are abandoned houses of our Soul. .
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. A ROUND BEFORE" CLqSING

The skimpe~ hare runs: '. I
.' IQUIckl the doors close! I

, I

Steeleyrim~ protrude . I
And flashpfojections i

On the wall! : I {
, . 'I eyeglass I

Of demons, Ilittle ' . I
I . i

Patches spaqed out ~

,Of truth" e$pty, holes
That once were-

I

i What1-'
. I The bartender smiles

.Not too gai~y, shakes
The labo~~~rsfrom.
Fitful sleep; , . ,

it
, , 1'egrets
His job has ~nded.

The skimpe~hare ~ns
Into night'sicover~

223

AKE

I
I'
t

·1
I

.,

I !
d

1

Blair: A Round Before Closing

Published by UNM Digital Repository, 1941


	New Mexico Quarterly
	1941

	A Round Before Closing
	Arthur Blair
	Recommended Citation


	tmp.1493754846.pdf.uFx9E

