
An Editor Rambles

Foll owing th e recent ma gazine ed ito rs' confer­
ence held in Wa shington at th e Octagon (see NMA.
Jan . 1963, pa ge ll} , 1 spe nt a couple of da ys in Ne w
York . I a lwa ys enj oy j ew Yo rk . I enjoy th e shows,
the ligh ts, th e restaurants, th e museums, and eve n the
people - for a few da ys. After th at. however. I am
mo st happ y to return to ew Mexico.

T her e is a so ng, " [ew York, Ne w Yo rk , it ' s a
wonderfu l town." But is it ? So infrequen tly does one
hear a " p lease" or a " thanks." Mo st qu estio ns arc
surly and most an swers are cur t. Th e co m pet itio n for
ta xis is an imalisti c ; the pu sh int o subway trains is un­
yiel d ing . Is thi s a product of ma ss? Does ma ss pro·
du ce rush. and do rush a nd mass p roduce human in­
difference? Friend ly to fri cnds, ye t un ca ring for un ­
kn own neighbors.

Th e hardships of th e African jungl es ma y ma ke
ca nniba ls out of h uman s ; will the civiliza tion of the
ma ss produce a new form of canniba l ism'? Is our
human ra ce, th ou gh possibly quit e lovel y in isolated
g ro upings, ugl y in mass for m? Are a ll our ant i-ug li­
ness ca mpa igns (see pa ge 17) on ly id le lon gings of
romantic dream er s, and a rc th cy th er efore do om ed to
failure ?

But ew York is exc it ing for the vrsito r. I sa un ­
te rcd th rou gh the Mu seum o f Mod ern Art and its neigh ­
bors th e Whitney Museum of Americun Art and the
Am erican Cra ft Council 's ex h ib itio n area . I laughed
a t so me of the works. smiled a t othe rs . and wanted to
own severa l. Na tura l ly th ese c \'a l ua t iOl~s vary with th c
behold er.

Ne w York is exc iting a rc h itect ura lly and ve ry
livel y. I made a specia l po int of v is it ing th e Ne w I.
Miller "shoe parlor" - one ca nno t use th e crass ter m
o f sto re when referr ing 10 a ll thi s elega nce. Here a
uon -descr ipt F ifth Avenu e reta il space ha s been trans­
fo rm cd into an el egant, a lm ost " Go th ic" retai l est ah­
li sluneut by Vict or Lund y, A.I.A. Mundan e str uct ura l
pier s have been encased in ver tica l s tr ipes o f woo d
a nd th e result is a so a r ing nave with a surro und ing
ba lcon y han ging ju st bel ow th e spri ng lin e of th c
vau lts. Wh er e these va ults join th e walls, mi rrors arc
placed to hcighten the cffect of so ari ng s pac iousness.
Th e entire sce ne is one of s ubd ued g ra nde ur; mull ed
velvets and s ilks, aluminum a nd g lass, a ll co mbinc d
wi th th c wood-slatted co lumns and vau lt s to produce a
se tting of qui et s plendo r.

But it is best to enjoy thi s la rge s pace-d rama a nd
not to look a t th e j ointing det ail s o f th e myri ad p ieces
o f ver tica lly laid wood . Perhaps good woo d joine ry
is not co mpa tib le with New York wage sca les . Th is
int er io r , however , is "stage design" at its best ! Ele,
ga nt shoes are so ld to elegant women in a n elegant
manner.

A wa lk of a [ew b locks wi ll de po sit yo u a t one
of Ne w York 's newest hotels. This is a " m ust" for the
architectural s ight-seer. The exterior is large and not
a litt le fl ash y. T o me it looked lik e a Florida bea ch
hotel se t un comfortab ly on a too-smal l Ne w York lot.
Its name, " Ame rica na ," is boa stfu ll y spe lled out a lo ng
its roof top in leite rs la rge enoug h to he read five
mil es off sho re .

It s in terior is opulen t and clutter ed. It see ms that
every Iigh t source is bed ecked with g lass prism;
th ey eve n han g from th e sem i-flus h ce iling fixtures in
the large assembl y room s. Gi ld ed " th ings," ranging
in height from onc to s ix feet , sta nd a bo ut at va r io us
focal points. I sus pect th at these "crea tio ns" were co n­
ce ived as su ppo r ts for so me thing likc ca nd les, lamps
or plants, though th eir fun cti on ma y only hav e been
to cre a te thc impression of lu xury and el egance, an
el ega nce 0 f pa st , rega l ages, long gone bu t red reamed
by des ig ne rs un a bl e to co pe with the probl ems of
crea tive conte mpo ra ry in terior design . I have see n
such " th ings" ga the r ing du st on Third Ave nue a ntiq ue
shops for yea rs, and I used to wonder wh o wou ld
eve r bu y such nonsen se. I have a lso mu sed on wh a t
a wonderful irrel evant wedding present such an ob­
jet would make fo r the yo ung co uple just movin g
int o a c ra mped a pa r tme nt!

But to return to the in terior decor o f the " Ame r­
ica na." No wa ll space or door or column is left unn t­
tended . Antique mirrors cover wall s and co lumns .
Moldings " re lieve" th e " ha rs h ness" of the flu sh do or.
Marbl e is use d; wallpa per is used ; in fac t a ll th e ma ­
teri al s in th e hook are re presente d. It is th orou ghl y
" decora ted" if, unfortunatel y, not " des igne d." It is
sheer visu al cacopho ny . I recommend th at yo u time
yo ur vis it to th e "A me ricana" so that yo u ca n go qu ick­
ly a rou nd th e hl ock to s it in tha t "essence" of good
int erior design , La Fonda del So l, a nd ther e have a
strong Pi sco So u r.

A trip to New Haven to vis it the ne w Ya le dorm i­
to r ies b y Eero Saarine n was most re ward ing . The da y
was co ld a nd g loo my; th e dormitories, warm a nd in­
viting . Ther e is new visua l exc itement as each view
or vis ita unf o lds when one wa lks in to an d through th e
co ur ts. The ex te r ior wall text ure is a wa rm sa nd ­
co lored co ncrete and stone. The pl easing sc ulptures of
bl ock y, monolithic and abstract co ncrete sha pes a re
ap propriatel y pla ced . Th e sur ro und ing landsca p ing,
whil e still in its infancy, is obv io us ly an in tegral pa rt
of th e ove r-a l ] design ; it is not the too o ften seen
"fou nd ati on p la nt ing ."

Inside, the d ining halls a re hand some and corn­
Iorta bl e : th e li brar ies a re inti ma te and co ndus ive to
quiet stu dy or rel axed reading. aa rinen has transl at ed
the essence of th e "Colleg ia te Go th ic" a rch itecture of
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Ya le's older colleges int o modern dr ess a nd techni­
llues with out resorting to archaeo logical cli ches. Th e
deta iling is sim ple and direct , and the bui ldings look
as though they wou ld wit hstand the vigor and vita l ity
of lIIany ge ne ra tions of co llege stude nts.

Tw o rev iews of th ese dormitories appea r in th e
Decemb er issue of A rchitectural Forum. One is favor­
ab le a nd was written by Walter McQu ad e of the Forum
sta ff. Th e other, by a Briti h archi tec tura l critic, Hey­
ncr Banham, is a whopping damnation . Whe n Mr.
Banham obse rves tha t " Yale is a ve ry sick place; ' I
can only wish that m)' cli en ts were so "sick!" I per­
sona lly find no basis for any of Mr. Banh am's judg­
ments, and, on th e co ntra ry, I might suggest th at it
is he who needs the doctorin g.

II is invigorating to sec the architectural vital ity
d isp la yed by a leading university like Ya le. In Ne w
Haven new bui ld ings are ris ing to mi ngle with the
old . Th ere is no attempt to mimic nor eve n to mock
the Gothic or Georgian neighbors. The di recti ons se t
by the uni versit y administrat ion ca ll for the arch itec ts
to recognize site, pl ace and pu rpose, an d to produce
work whi ch is truel y refl ecti ve of the best of co ntem­
pora ry thought.

Th e flight back to 1 ew Mexico orig ina ted fr om
the 1'\ A terminal a lso de ign ed by Eero aarinen. Th e
space is sc ulp tura l drama. A rev iew o f th is structure
writte n by a la yman, can be found on page 19 of
thi s issue. - 1. P. C.

E L E C T I O N OF OFFICERS

T he So uthe rn and th e Albuq uerq ue Sec tions, Ne w

Mexico Cha pter of A.l.A. repo rt the elect ions of the

follo wing officers for 1963. A not ice of the Sa nta Fe

Sec tio n's offic ia ls was ca r rie d in the last iss ue of NMA .
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