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Education has been fr ont page news III these re­
cent da ys of specia l legi sl ative sessions in [ew ~I exico.

Th e cl am or for admissi on to co llege is mounting and
eve ry sta te a nd city is g iving th ou ght to expandi ng
the ca paci ty of ex ist ing co lleges or to founding new
ones . The cr itica l need s of educa tion em phasize as
never bef ore the impo r ta nce o f th or ou gh and co mple te
planning. This co nd ition has been furth e r evide nce d
by the tr em end ou s am ounts of work do ne ove r th ese
recent yea rs in th e a rea of campus master planning.

Th e ba sic qu estions are two: how can architectural
and landscape design se rve the purpose and aspira­
tions of high er educa tion most effec t ively in thi s tim e
o f feveri sh expa ns ion ; and , spec ifica lly, whether or
not the Gen eral Development Plan for the Un ivers ity
o f ew Mexico best meets the need s of thi s particular
institution ? For ther e are as inun v differ ent forms o f
gene ra l pl an s as ther e a re se para te ins t itutio ns , each
with its spec ia l miss io n. hi st or y. tradition s and geog­
ra phy .

The nive rsit y o f Ne w Mexico with its par ticu -
lar traditi on s a nd a rch itec tura l character has placed
a severe limitati on on planner s of any ty pe . On th e
other hand, the uniq ue co nd it ions posed by the Ill­

vers ity present the plann er with a cha llenge an d the
opportuni ty for a uniq ue so lu tion.

Cam pus design, if it is to be anyth ing more th an
a util ita r ia n crash p rogra m mus t have as its roo ts an
unde rs ta nding of the peopl e who live an d work in a

cu llege env iron me nt. S ince th e NM is a residential
co llege, it is a t rue co mm unity with all th e need s and
desires o f the people who liv e and work in thi s par­
ticul ar envi ro nme nt. Th e sur ro und ings sho uld offer
every inducem ent to reading, inquiry, meditation and
to stimula ti ng inte llectua l int ercou rse. T o thi s end , a
co llege sho uld se ize e\'e ry o pportunity to se t bef ore the
student inspiring exa m ples o f the fin est and best in
eve ry wort hy int er est that th e co llege program nurtures.

To th e co m plex o f teaching functi on s the camp us
enviro nme nt ca n mak e both direct and indirect contr ibu­
tributions of g reat significance . Th e direct co ntr ibu­
tion relates to the fact that in college classrooms the
stude nt enco un te rs . among other subje cts, design ,
aes the t ics and the sc iences of gro wth and the dynamics
of life. The ca mp us design can both illustrate prin­
c ip les of des ign and aes thet ic and provide a labora­
tory for research in the fields of plant devel opment,
a rc hi tect ura l design a nd the var io us biol ogi cal di s­
ci pl ines.

Th e ca mpus env iro nme nt a lso teach es by pr ovid ­
ing a n atmos phe re whi ch a ppea ls simulta neo us ly to
a ll the se nses . Ca m pus pl ann ing mu st co ns ide r "all
the arts in one." No t only does it hel p the stude nt to
see nature with his eyes, it a ppea ls a lso to the senses
o f smel l, touch , hearing a nd taste. T o the a tte ntive, th e
cycle of th e seasons and the successive ph ases of gro wth,
deca y and rebir th engenders an understa nding of the
movemen t an d con t in uity of li fe. Th e campus env iro n-



c ity wh ich may some da y dominat e th c entire outh­
west. Eve n now . a di stant view of th e citv is dominated
by th e a bundance of trees whi ch alread y ex ist in th e
c ity-for it is in a ri ver valley and not a desert­
since this is th e case I qu esti on whether "desert pl ant ­
ing" is necessar il y th e most a pp ro pr ia te .

I feel that no on e ca n se r ious ly qu estion mo st of
the principles sta ted o r implied in th e plan. They arc
well s ta ted a nd th ey a rc accepted planning principles.
The e paration of acade m ic and adm inistra tive uses
a nd proximit y o f rel at ed disciplines to each othe r i
ce r ta in ly va lid. However , relative to th e detail place­
ment of buildings, I a m not sure that th c Administra ­
tion Building need s to be as co mple te ly se pa ra ted as
th e plan ha s indicated. In a univer sit y o f th e size an ­
ticipated for th e Univers ity of New Mexi co, stude nts
and Iucultv have many occa sions to visit th e Adminis­
tration Bu'ilding and the building should th er efore be
s ited co nveniently to th ese people as wcll as th c ge n·
cra l public.

An oth er princ ipl e, whi ch is well tak en , is th e se p­
a ra t ion o f vehicula r and ped estrian traffic. Thi i prcs·
ently one o f the maj or problem s on th e exist ing cam­
pu s. Al on g with thi s th e co ncept of a large "centra l
ope n a rea" a nd th e sma ller cl osed in a re as fulfill a
present ncc d for an outdoor area for large aggreg ation
of people as well as cl osed in and more intimat e areas
for sma ller g ro u ps or cvcry da y activity.

The " buffe r pl anting" whi ch Mr. dy suggests
ill hi s recent article would be an exce llen t separation
betw een thc cam pus and adj oining but unrelated
activiti es. I fcel , however, that an y su ch " buffe r plant.
ing" sho uld be a part of an ove ra ll "Landscape Plan"
wh ere such things as arboretums, botanical ga rdens and
nature study area s, co uld be a part of this "buffer plant­
ing. " III additi on , I fecI that more extens ive study b y
th e co ns ultants, co u ld have becn made of adj oining
prop erties and su ggestions made regarding th e most
desirable kind of development for those area s.

Perhaps, thc major sho rt com ing, in this partic­
ular plan iii a complete disregard for any "three di­
mensional " planning whi ch is necessarily an essentia l
and int egral part of any kind of planned development.
This ma y not be th e fault of the consult ant since they
were probabl y not co mmiss ione d to prepare a " th ree
dimen si on al study." On th e other hand, th e importance
of such a study sho uld have been emphas ized by th e
consult a nt, e ithe r in th eir proposal or as part of th c
Gen eral Devel opment Pl an. The successful cam pus de­
sig n, as I have previou sl y sta ted, is not only functi on al
in th e utilitarian se nse, bu t enh ances and supports th e
intell ectual and crea tive work which th e cam p us exist
to prom ote. nl ess a more detailed plan of " three
dimen sional" relati on ships is prepared, irnplementa­
tion of portions of th c plan b y various people will be
subjective and unrelated to othe r portions. The end
result might well he a ca m pus of unrelated forms and
s paces.

Certainl y this uni versit y canno t be sure of esc a p­
ing th e vicissitudes th at ha ve plagu ed th e devel opment
of hi gh er educa tio n in th e past. However, a well de­
" el op ed ma ster plan , co up led with recognition on th e
part of th e universit y co m munity that imaginative ca m­
pu s' dcsign and thoughtful resolution of th c various
problem s not onl y enhance th e j oy of coll cgc lifc but

mcnt sh ould accent the unfolding j oys and enl iven­
mg per ception s that th e chang ing season bring.

* * * * * * * *
My comments on th e Gen eral Devel opment Plan

for the NM, prep ared by Warnecke and Associat es
and dis cussed in th e pa ges o f this magazine in th e Jul y
1961 and January 1962 issu es, arc ba sed on resultant
rather than ca usat ive factors. Th e Planning Con sultants
in coope ra t ion with th e Unive rs ity staff and through
mu ch study and ana lys is have outlincd th c in­
stitut io n's gc nc ra l requirem ents. And unless I had equa l
op po r tun ity to stud y th e basic facts, I co uld not in ­
tclligentl y eva lu at e th e co ns u ltants basi c co nc lus io ns . I
a m, th erefore, accepting the fad that in thi s parti cul ar
plan th e ba sic premises a nd assum ptio ns are valid. For
exam pi c, th c se pa ra tion of the three ca mpuses is ac­
ce pted as an absolute rcquircm ent.

On e of th e major diffieulties of an y ge nc ra l plan
for a universit y is that it is necessaril y large and ex­
ten sive, Th e fad that th c planning consultant is work ­
ing with ver y ge ne ra l requirements and with vagu e pro­
jections related to anticipated devel opment results
necessaril y in a vague initial approach. This plan sho u ld
a t fir st be a diagrammatic representation o f the facili ­
ties need ed to fulfill ad equatel y th e various programs of
a ntic ipa ted devel opment. uch a genera l pl an can not
be detailed nor sho u ld it be represented as such. Th e
difficulties with th e variou s representation s in th e
Gen eral Devel opment Plan brochure of th e NM is
that th ey have not indicated a plan in a purely diag­
grammat ic se nse nor have they go ne suff ic iently int o
the problem to prepare a "detail s ite plan." Rathcr
th ey have presented an " in-be twee n" plan whi ch is
neither.

Becau se th e cons u lta n ts co uld not go int o th e s ite
plan in su ff ic ient detail to resolve th e variou s dcsign
conside ra tions, th ey have been compe lled to esta b lish
va r ious "restricti ons' on future devel opment, There
are se vera l ex am ples of thi s: th e restricti on on th e
average height o f buildings to 2.5 st ories and secondl y
th e 5 to 1 ratio of building space to op en space . It
seems that th ese restrictions are necessaril y arbitrary
until detail design solutions can be resolved. Without
thorough stud y, design determinations of this type
simply ca nnot be made. The consult an t has imposed
these restrictions po ssibly at the expe nse of keeping
th c three ca mp uses in a more closel y knit g roup .

With refer en ce to th e 5 to 1 ratio of building
cove rage to ope n land. th e co nsultan t has devoted onl y
four se nte nces to th e 30 7< of th e camp us not in build­
ings I under " LAN DSCA P E" p. 17 of brochure ). They
discu ss th c ar id c lima te a nd impl y that planting is
difficult to g ro w and maintain. I qu esti on wh y th ey
have devoted 4/ 5 of th e ca mp us to o pe n space if th ey
feel that planting is so difficult to maintain. Al so rel­
ative to thi s, arc th e comme nts of many of th e univer­
s ity peopl e wh o sta te that extensive planting is un­
feasible in thi s area . If this is truly th e case, how can
they accept a plan with 80 % of th e ca mpus in ope n
s pace?

The co ns ulta n t suggests " deser t pl anting" for th c
large open cxpanse of th e ca m pus_ I feel , that we
sho uld have planting, and that it sh ould be of a typ e
that is of fairl y low maintenance. However, th e ca mp us
is not a desert. It is in the cen te r of the Albuquerque
Metropolitan Area. ( 70th largest in th e nation. ) It is
th c 10th fast est g ro wing city in th e co untr y. It is a
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th e process of Icarning as we ll, is the best ass urancc

of th e sound deve lo pmen t o f a co llege env ironme nt.

The fact th at th e un iversity h as undercta ken th e p rcp­

a rat ion of this pl an is ce r ta inly laudable. How ever, if
the un ivers it y s to ps here an d does not precede to ca rry

the p lan further than a Genera l Devel o pment P lan is
gene ra lly ca rr ied . o r jf th e)' interpret the Gen eral De­

ve lo p me nt P lan as deta iled s ite p lan , whi ch it is not,

the advan tages th a t are to he derived fr om what they

have don e wi ll be negated. It is hopcd th at ste ps will

he tak en proper! y to implement th e int ent of th e pl an.

a nd to prepare mo re deta iled stud ies o f an ticipa ted
developemnt.

- Jose Luis Yguado
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I have read with interest the article by lUr. J ohn Udy in
the January-February 1962 issue of NEW 1\IEXICO
ARCHITECT.

With this architectural design in mind, it seems to me
that it is essential that the re should be greater distances
between the buildin gs th an would be found if they werc
used as surroun ding st ructures of a plaza.

It is my opinion that we do not have sufficient money
to rearrange our existing structures to fit the recommen­
dations which 1\Ir. Udy has made. Additionally, I am
not certain that it would be the best plan to pursue in
the light of the type of architecture and student traffic
demands which we will face.

It should be remembered that the type of architectural
design used here is referred to by 1\lr. John Gaw 1\Ieem
and others as the "modified pueblo" type. Under this
design the elevations have many different levels, and
there is a serious attempt to depict massive wall struc­
tures. Several of the buildings are three stories high, and
the library structure, as you know, has nine floors.

While I am not an architect, and surely I am not a
professional landscaper, I do have some feelings in re­
gard to the arrangement of structures at the University
of New 1\Iexico.

It should also be pointed out that the campus plan an ­
ticipates a maximum enrollment of 25,000 students.
Pedestrian and automobile traffic for this number of stu­
dents creates problems of ground use , which indicates
that the buildings should occupy between twenty-five
and thirty per cent of the ground space.

Sincerely yours,

Tom L. Popejoy
President

412-A Fruit Avenue, N.W.

Albuquerque, New Mexico
w. D. ROSS, Executive Director
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A new masonry product ( H ollowcore)
allowing a double faced wall
with soft shadosos and highlights.

These blocks mee t and sur pass
all ASTM and minimum code requirements

BULLETIN·

N oui we'll run Concealed T eleph one
W iring in the homes you're building at
N O COS T to you or your client .

Concealed Telephone Wiring is now yours for the asking.
Just by calling our business office, you can have this extra
feature installed DURI NG CONSTRUCTION. And when the
job is finished, your client will have telephone outlets in
every room in his new home, where he might want an ex­
tension telephone, the new Bell Chimes or our handy Home
Interphone.

If you're planning one house or one hundred, plan on free
Concealed Telephone Wiring. Just give us a call.

CREGO BLOCK CO., Inc.
6026 Second NW 01 4-3475
Albuquerque, New Mexico

--oe{r)o'-
Makers of the finest autoclave

products in New Mexico

J. C. EGGERS COMPANY
RE PRESENTING

Famous Names in Plumbing
Specialties-

All en Fire Protect ion

Church Toilet Seats

Duriron Acid Resisting Piping & Sinks

Elkay Stainless Steel Sinks & Specialties

Fiat Shower Enclosures & Receptors

Lawson Medicine Cabinets & Mi rrors

Sloan Flush Valves & Shower Heads

Halsey Taylor Drinking Fountains

Zurn-Drains, Fixt ure Support

Systems & Pipe Line Strainers

MOUNTAIN STATES TELEPHONE 211 A Sierra Dr. S.E.

Albuquerque

Phone 256-7910

New Mexico
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