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CHAPTER I
INTRODUCTION

After obeerving the increased enrollment in schools
in the United States, the greater holding power of the
schools of today, and the Inelination of the school admin-
istrators to offer a more enriched educational program, it
seens evident that the average layman has awakened to a rew
realization of the importance of education. These conditions
have created a demand for better types of school buildings,
more and better equipment, and more efficient and highly
trained teachers. These and meny other factors have combined
to increase rapidly the cost of education in the past few
years, until the present bill for the nations schools is
approximately three billion dollars arnnually. Indications
point to the faet, however, that such expenditures cannot
continue to increase indefinitely. In faet, in many localities
the problem of maintaining the present educational level in
the face of diminishing revenue haes become acute. This is
particularly true in some sections of Uklahoma.

i. THE PROBLEN

Statement of the problem. It will be the purpose of
this study to make & survey of the conditions existing in






the schools of Semimole County, Cklahoms, at the present
time, to make a survey of the conditions that existed before
the discovery of oil, to make as cereful an analysis as
possible of the existing factors which might show what con-
ditions will exist in the future, and, from a consideration
of these comditions, to formulate a proposed mn of organ=-
ization that will enable these schools to continue to
funetion at the present rate of efficiency after the revenue
from oil has been lost,

Delimitation of the problem. This study will deal
only with those schools of Seminole County which are main-

tained for the white children and are under the direct
supervision of the county superintendent, This will include
one separate aoﬁool, ome consolidated school, eight unione
graded schools, and twenty-four dependent distriots.

mﬁuﬂ%m 0il was diseovered in
Seminole County in 1923. There followed a repid inerease in

the enrollment of many districts in the county. The school
administrators were fortunate, however, in that the revenues
derived from oil supplemented those obtained from the common
sources at that time sufficiently to enable them to develop
the schools to a higher degree of efficiency than existed
before. Many of the distriets were enriched to the extent
that quite elaborate programs of expansion were carried on
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at 1ittle expense to those who paid the gd valorem taxes.
Each year the schools of Uklahoma are examimed by
High School Inspectors from the State Department of Educa-
tion as to efficienecy in administration of the school, the
mastery of subject matier by the pupils, and the type of
buildings and equipment furnished by each distriet. An ex~

- amination of the reports on these inspections discloses the

fact that the schools of Seminole County rank among the best
in the state, at the present time. The revenues derived
from oll, m,mmmmmtwomm
years and appear to be definitely on the decline. The in-
vestigator forsees the time when the present sources of
revenue, excluding oll, may be insufficient to operate the
schools as they are organized at present. Then, too, there
is a tendenoy on the part of the smaller distriets to try
to duplicate m attainments of the larger and rio&e onesa,
Such circumstances might result in large expenditures for
buildings and equipment that will not be needed in the near
future., Some plen of organization should be possible that,
when put into effect, would enable the poorer distriects to
have the same educational opportunities enjoyed by the larger
and richer dlstricts without the dangers of over-expansion,
Similar boom conditions have existed at meny places
in the United States, causing a repid increase in the demands
placed on the educational facilities of a restricted area.
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Then in a few years the countryside settled back to the pre-
vious even tenor of 1ife, In some of these cases fine school
houses with gaunt, unoccupied rooms stand as monuments to a
poorly organized educational program, monuments to a group
of administrators who lacked either vision or information of
what the future held for that community., Perhaps this study
can serve to prevent the erection of such monuments in
Seminole County.

There are many other industries besides oill, such as
mining, comstruction of large dams, and other enterprises,
that create like conditiona., To wh#t extent the recommenda-
tions submitted in this study will be applieadble to other coun-

'tiss or these other industries will be dependent upon the

extent of the similarity of conditions, The theory upon which
this study is based should apply equally well if the differ-
ences in emphasis upon particular problems are taken into
copsideration,

II. DEFINITIONS OF TERNS USED

Separate schools. In Oklahoma, the first factor de-
ternmining the status of a school distriet is the race of the
majority, If there are more white people than negroes, it
is known as a white majority district, If there are more
negroes, it is known as a colored majority distriect. In
either case the majority elects the school board for that







distriect. In districts outside of incorporated towns and
cities, the schools attended by the minority race are kmown
as separate schools. OSuoch schools are supported by a fund
derived by levying a tax against the entire county and are
adninistered by the county superintendent.

Dependent districts. Dependent distrists are single
me jority distriocts lying outside of incorporated towns and
cities, Smh iittricts have a board of education wm
ormumolntﬂtuamotthrumm
The schools of such dintr!ota are supported principally by

_mmmammmmum&mnu

triet. They are yrohibim hy law from operating buses for
the transportation of pupils.

Union-graded schools. A union-graded sehool is a
majority sechool lying outside of an incorporated town or
city and is composed of two or more originally dependent
distriets. One school is maintained in which all work is
offered from the primary grade through the high school. In
addition, as many wing schools may be maintained throughout
the distriet as may be deemed necessary. These wing schools
offer the first six grades only. There 1s a board of educa-
tion composed of three members and elected for a term of
three years each. If the union-graded distriot is composed
of three or more originally dependent distriects, not more







than one member may be elected from each of the original .
districts, m«un they are elected at large. Transpore
tation of pupils, living more then one mile from school by
the commonly traveled road, may be furnished if voted for .
by 60 per cent of the eligible voters of the district,

Consolidated sehools. A consolidated school is &
majority sehool district, usually rural, but may include an
incorporated town or city within the limits of the distriet,
and is composed of two or more originally dependent distriots.
The consolidated school differs from a unlon-graded sehool
in that only ome school is maimtained, in which all work
from the primary grade through the high school is offered.
mnmwmumuwamm:amm
from the district at large for a term af three years, In
the consolidated district, transportation of all pupils
1iving more than one mile from school by the commonly travel-
ed road is mandatory.

Assessed valuation, The assessed valuation of a dis-
trict is the total value, as listed with the county assessor,
of all real estate, personal property, and publie utilities
within the boundaries of the district. Usually this property
is listed at about 50 to 60 per cent of its actual value.
Heal estate ineludes all lands with their buildings and
other improvements. Personal property includes such things
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as furniture, livestock, farning implements, store fixtures
and stock, oil fleld equipment, dlamonds, money, stoeks, and
bonds., Public utilities include electric highlines, electric
substations, pipelines, gas mains, privately owned bridges,
end the like,

One provision of vital interest to the schools of
Seminole County is that any oil fleld equipment used to get
the oil out of the well and into the stock tanks is not

assessable,
I1I. SOURCES OF THE DATA

The data for this study were obtained (1) from the
files of the assessor's, treasurer's, and county w&nﬁn—
dent's offices in Seminole County; (2) from the records in
the office of the Oklahoma State Department of mﬁm;

(3} from the back issues of the Seminole (Cklahoms) Produger;
(4) from the back issues of the Wewoka (COklahoma) Times~
Demoorat; and (5) from interviews with the present super-
intendents of the rural schools of Seminole County,

Review of related literature. So fer as the inves-
tigator has been able to find, there has been no previocus

atudy made concerning the reorganization of the rural sehools
of Seminole County., Several books and magazine articles
have been read relating to rural school organization programs







and county organization., ¥Nome of these, however, were
closely enough related to summorize here.

IV. METHOD OF PROCEDURE

The most pertinent data gathered from the above
sources will be shown by tables, graphs, and maps, After
making a careful analysis ct“theap data, a plan will be
proposed for the future &miutian of the Seminole County
schools, The measures of central tendency and dispersion
used throughout this study will be the meen and standard
deviation.

- Vo CRGANIZATION OF THE REMAINDER OF THE THESIS

The text of this study will be divided into four seo-
tions, Chapter II will be a survey of the conditions that
existed in the rural schools of Seminole County before the
discovery of oil in 1923,

Chapter III will present a review of the development
of the above schools from 1923 until the present time. This
review will show the present status as to size, finances,
building feacilities, equipment, transportation facilities,
speclal departments, and personnel,

In Chapter 1V of this study, an estimate will be made
of the probable conditioms and problems to be faced in the






9
near future. This estimate will be based upon the probable
1life of the oil fields, the present status of the farming
conditlons, probable revenues from state and federal ald,
population trends, ax'm‘ the status of homestead exemptions,.

Finally the recommendations made and a sumeary of the
study will be presented in thptcr Ve






CHAPTER 1II

THE CRGANIZATION, ADMINISTRATICR, AND COST OF THE RURAL
SCHOOLS OF SEMINOLE COUNTY IN 1928-23.

I. INTRODUCTION

Seminole County, in the south-central portion of
Cklahoma, has an area of 633 square miles, a mean altitude of
900 feet, and an average annual rainfall of forty-two inches.
The land is mostly rolling prairie, with en occeasional small
wooded area. There are approximately 300,000 acres of tille
able land and 187,500 acres of wooded areas, It is bm
on the north by the North Ceanadian River, on the south by the
South Canadian River, on the east Ly Hughes County, and on
the west by Pottawatomie County.l

Seminole County was originally a part of the country
later called Indian Territory. It was a part of the reser-
vation given the Seminole and Pottawatomie Indians by the
treaty of February 20, 1867. According to the agreements
stipulated in a treaty between the Seminoles and the Federal
government in 1866, the freedmen were given the same rights
as the Indians., From this period umtil the early nineties
there were no white families in the area then known as the

W The Oklahoma Publishing Co.,
Oklahoma CIity, oma , 1931 Edition, p. 49.
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Seminole Nation. Wewoka, the present county seat, was se-
lected as the capital just after the Civil War and remained
the seat of government until statehood in 1907. At that time

1%t was designated as the county seat of Suulnol; cﬁty. :

which had practically the same boundaries as the Seminole
Hation,

The schools attended by the MOlal from the Civil
War period to statehood were called missions and were msine
tained by the United States Government. The two largest
missions in this area were lekusukey Academy apd Emakaka
Academy. The former was used until 1938, when 1t was destroy-
ed by fire. The first schools for white children were estab-
lished just prior to 1900 and were supported by tuition
charged the pupils. These schools were kmown as subscription
schools,

About 1900 the Seminole Hation permitted the Indians
and freedmen to lease their lands to the white settlers for
agricultural purposes. This resulted in many femilies
moving into the country to engege in farming and cattle rais-
ing and to make it their permanent place of abode. 1In 1804,
the Federal govermment removed restrictions from some of the
land which permitted the freedmen to sell part of their allote-
ment. This was an incentive to a new group of white settlers
who came in to engage in both farming and merchandising.

#ith the advent of statehood, there was a county super-

intendent selected to head the schools of the new county.
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The first records kept for the county schools were those of
the school year 1908-1809. For that year there were 3,175
white pupils enrolled and sixty-six teachers employed. The
sverage salary paid men teachers in the county tlntymm
$54.61 a month, while the average salary of women teachers
was $44.46,

From 1909 to 1922 there was a gradual growth, the
school population increasing about 50 per cent. At that
time Seminole County was distinetly rurael., There were no
existing conditions that would tend to make it stand out
educationally from the other counties of the state. The
papulatinior the county at that time was 23,208, Thers
were four small villages, none of which hed a population of
over one thousand., In addition to the schools maintained by
these villages, there were three unlon-graded schools, two
separate schools, one consolidated anhool; and thirty-six
common school distriets. All of these with the exception of
the village schools were under the supervision of the county
superintendent. It is the purpose of this chapter to portray
the conditions that existed at that time in the schools under
the county superintendent's supervision.

1I. THE SCHOOL PLANTS

Buildings, The majority of the school buildings in
use in 1922 were inadequate to meet the existing needs.







There was no centralized authority to set up regulations
concerning their construetion. Many of them were nothing
but fire traps and health hasards. They were built with
little if any consideration given to health, aestheties, or
the demands to be placed upon them in the future. Of the
sixty~-two school buildings then used in the county, 40 were
one room schools, 10 were two room schools, 5 were three
room schoole, 7 were four rooms or larger, and all but 10
were frame buildings. The efficiency of those buildings
apparently was not high, since only six distriets, each of
which had at least two buildings, estimated the value of their
buildings and grounds combined to be more tham §2,000,00,
The estimated value of the bulldings and grounds of all the
dependent and union-graded districts in the county was
$62,600.00.

3ites. Only eight districts had over two acres in

their school sites, the medien size belng 1.52 acres. Those
eight districts, including two that maintained two buildings
on separate sites, owned sites from three to five acres in

size,

Furniture and fixtures. The meager supply of furni-
ture, fixtures, and eguipment was entirely inadequate.
iany teachers did not have a chair or desk and 1t was a very

common sight to see two pupils occupying one single desk.
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The only equipment owned by the districts and shown in the
records of the county superintendent's office wes library
books. Ko distriet owned more than fifty, and 1,490 was the
total number in the entire county., During the school year
1922-23 420 new library books were bought,

I1I, PERSOMNEL STATUS

County superintendent. The county superintendent was
the administrative head of the ruresl schools of Seminole :
County, From statehood to 1928 he was elected for a term
of four years, At that time the term was changed to two
years, He is sworn into office on the first Honday of July
after his elecotion in November, In 1922 the county super-
intendent drew an annual salary of $1,850 and was allowed
one eclerk at a salary of §$900,

Teachers. The rural teaching staff of the county
was composed of forty-two men and fifty-seven women, Of

these ninety-nine teachers, five taught some high school work.

Only the orne consolidated school and the three union-graded
schools had included any high school work in their curricula
by 1922 and they offered only the first two years, NRone of
the teachers held a state certificate, each holding a first,
second, or third grade county certificate. The certificates
were based on a high school diplome and an examination given
by the county superintendent, the grade of the certificate
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being regulated by the averages mede on the examinations.
All persons teaching high school subjects held a first grade
county certificate. Table I shows the qualifications of the
teachers and the average monthly salary paid each elass for
the school year 1922-23. The averaze salary pald all teachers
in the county that year, regardless of qmutioatim; was
$899.58 for an average term of seven and eight-tenths months,
an average of $115,33 per month for the time taught.

fupils. The increase in enrollment for the first
fifteen years of statehood was very gradusl. By 1922 the
enrollment for the first eight grades had reached 4,4?5 in
the rural schools alone. This pumber was approximately 7§
per cent of the 5,755 children of school age enumerated for
that year. But the actual conditions were shown more clearly
by the average dally attendance, As an average of 2,304
pupils attended for the entire year, only 40 per ecent of those
of school age were in actual attendance in the grades, The
conditions were more startling in the high school, with only
123 enrolled and an average daily attendance of sixty-one,
Of these 123, fifteen were transferred from distriets in
which there were no high schools,

IV, FINARCIAL STATUS

Assessed valuation. The total assessed valuation of
the forty rural school districts in Seminole County in
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January, 1923, was $5,135,098.00. This figure included the
assessment of all personal property, real estate, and publie
utilities. Table  II shows the distribution of this amount
by districts as well as the wealth per pupil enumerated. in
each distriect. Figure 1, page 19, gives a graphic repre-
sentation of this distribution., There were twelve districts
having more than $1,000.00 of wealth behind each child of
school age. ELven though every district had used the full
riftcenvnill levy allowed to raise funds for current oxponac‘,
the educational opportunities would have been far from equale
ized. District 16 could have raised $41.63 per child from
local sources while Distriet 33 could have raised only $6.16.
District 18, however, was one of the four which used less than
the 15 mills allowed. On the basis of the assessed valuation,
the largest sum which could have been raised locally for eur-
rent expenses would have been $77,026.47, This sum would have
lacked §15, 481.26 of equaling the $92,507,73 paid for teachers'
salaries that year.

Sources of revemue., The inability of the rural schools
to be self-supporting was very apparent even then, The total
expenditures for that year were $117,281.13, which was 52.2
per cent more than could be rﬁiaed by local means. The sources
of revenue for each district for the school year 1922-23 are
shown in Table 111, page 20. The loecal revenue uus'raiied

from ad valorem taxes pald on the assessed valuations.
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TABLE IX

COMPARISON OF WEALTH FER CHILD ENUMERATED IN THE DEPENDENT
DISTRICTS OF SEMINOLE COURTY FOR THE SCHOOL YEAR 1922-1923

District Valuation Enumera-  Wealth per Rank
number ~ 1922-1923 tion child ,

G Da 2 ¢ 187,260 . 308 ¢ 607.98 31
- T 317,385 264 1,202.23 11
U. G 2 258,750 306 835,78 22
% 591,285 556 1,081.45 12
8. B B 49,230 31 1,568.71 5
S. D. 3 65,613 108 600,12 32
8., D B 115,515 132 875.11 20
5.9 68,450 124 552,01 36
8. D, 10 50,057 106 472,40 38
8. P. 12 112,540 129 889.46 16
S. D. 12 209,545 108 1,972,738 4
S. D. 13 108,780 121 882.48 18
S. D. 14 85,670 B4 781,79 24
8. D. 15 81,340 92 884,13 17
S. Ds 18 210,032 49 2,2%4.28 3
S. D. 18 224,842 81 £2,775.82 1
S. D. 20 154,570 155 .22 13
S. D. 23 78,675 108 728,47 26
S. D. 24 85,545 120 712,96 27
S. D. 25 159,435 202 789.28 23
S. D. 26 86,430 142 .30
S. D. 27 72,308 130 556.21 35
S. D. 28 118,330 150 775.53 25
8., D. 30 182, 65% 126 1,449.65 7
8. D. 1 168,485 128 1,316.29 8
S. D. 32 209,545 136 1,540,77 6
S. D. 33 73,080 178 410.45 40
S. D. 35 175,769 136 1,292.42 10
8. D. 36 53,605 80 595.61 33
S. D. 37 47,290 101 468.22 30
S. D. 38 112,004 131 855,00 21
S. D. 40 154,304 176 876.72 19
S, D. 48 120,718 190 635.35 28
S. D. 43 72,460 125 619.68 29
Se D. 44 58,575 104 562,26 34
S. D. 45 205,965 159 1,295,354 9
S. D. 47 53, 305 59 903,47 15
S. b 82 73,460 148 503,15 37
S. D. 53 162,135 65 2,494.38 2
S. D. 54 51,170 54 947,59 14
LE!M %! ma Iﬁg 59 750

AVERAGE $ 945.28

- e e
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TABLE III

SOURCES OF REVENUE FOR THE DEPENDENT DISTRICTS OF
SEMINOLE COUNTY FOR THE SCHOOL YEAR 1922-23

O 0 3 sz,sae.a4 83,393.99 sxzo,gs 3 36.014,40
U, G, 1 3,300,.14 152.02 200,99 5.40 3,659.55
'U. G. 2 3’93‘053 638090 u’.‘o ‘ 682.85
U, G, 3 7,605.99 3,377.94 222.56 11.306.49
8. 5. 2 742,86 '155.89 342.57 1,241.32
80D, 3 781.20 701.82 1,483.02
s Be B 753.89 370.23 47.76 1,176.88
Se Bs -9 908,07 906,38  86.66 1,881.11
8., D, 10 1,350C.11 494,88 €1.91 2.70 1,946.60
8. 5 13 753,87 278.41 ° 51.16 1,083,.44
8. D, 128 2,591.47 - 304.99 54.91 2,751.37
Se D, 13 988,41 502.99 89,56 1,580,986
8. D, 14 974.82 258.26 48,96 1,282,04
e D. 1.5 1,m.97 “9;51 “’96 1.?“.“
S« D, 16 2,887.30 1,390.07 86.16 4,143.53
2. D, 18 2,341.42 414.98 72.11 2,828.51
S8 D M 8, 1 266,45 178,49 23.20 | 2,468.14
S. D, 23 1, 068.89 730.50 53.51 59,90 1,892.80
8, D, 24 1,848.92 862,86 57.36 2,174.94
S. D. 285 2,175.38 452,00 80.46 2,705,.82
S. D' 36 1,0&0“ M'ls ’5.81 1,'3'.6!
S. D, 27  1.,200.28 743.79 63.31 2,087,368
S. Do 28 1,879,54 1,382.99  79.60 28,30 3,370.43
S« D, S0 1,945,852 268.98 62.81 2,277.19
S. D. 81 897.01 585.20 82.98 1,545.17
8, D, 88 2,587.21 1,021.70  110.%6 3,689.47
S, D. 53 947.45 57.51 27.90 1,9056.69
8, D, 38 2,880.90 359.94 68.12 3 306,98
8. D, 36 706,64 340.658 960.91 2, ;008,18
S, b, 2" 528,88 266,08 151.47 346.40
S, D, 38 1,635,687 417.47 449.94 2,407.08
S, D, 40 2,423.87 1,304.390 83.96 3,812,22
3, D, 42 1,738,968 1,567.12 86.76 3,392.84
S, D, 43 554,00 582,41 56.18 1,192.57
8, D, 44 794 .80 229,50 40.21 11.50 1,076.01
3. D, 48 3,244.83 445,96 78.01 32.90 3,801.70
Se Do 47 787.42 383.41 37.06 1,187.89
Se Do 81  1,199.87 326.04 59.81 3.50 1,3898.22
S. De 58 1,700.8) 325.35 67.71 2,093.67
S5, D. B4 617,87 850.86 51.78 1,520.49
TOTALS  $69,255.33 §29,117.51 #4,569.85 $203.20 $103,145.86

e e etmete e ateemind
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The Federal government paild each district ten cents
for each days attendance by a child of school age who was a
member of the Five Civilized Tribes and lived outside the
limits of an incorporated city. This tuition eomprised the
federal revenue,

The omty:m m acrivod;frm certain fines |
paid in the county which nn.t to the support of the publie
schools, The funds were divided among the districts on an
enumeration basis, ‘

When Oklahoma was admitted to the Union in 1907, sec-
tions sixteen and thirty-six of each township were granted
to the state for the support of the public schools. In
addition, the state received §5,000,000.00 in gold in lieu
of grants in the old Indian Territory.l These lands end
moneys are under the supervision of the State School Land
Commlssion, The rent and interest from these grants are
divided among all the public schools of the state on an enu-
meration basis end make up the major portion of the state
revenue,

The totel revenune for 1922-1923, as shown in Table III,
was $103,145.89, which left a deficit of §14,135.27 for the
year, This amount had to be collected the following year in

- lglwood P. Cubberley, State % Adninistration
{Boston: Houghton Mifflin Company, s Ps 29a






the form of tax judgments,

Bonded indebtedness. The issuance of bonds by a
school distriet in Oklahoma is regulated by the following
constitutional provision: ' |

. N0 . . . school district, . . . or subdivision of the
state shall be allowed to become indebted, in any manner,
or for any purpose, to an amount exceeding, in any year,
the income and revenue provided for suech year without
the assent of three-fifths of the voters thereof, voting
at an election, to be held for that purpose, nor in ;
cases reguiring such assent, shall any indebtedness bde
- allowed to be Incurred to an amount including any exist-
ing indebtedness, in the aggregate exceeding five per -
centum of the valuation of the taxable property therein
to be assertained from the last assessment for State and
county purposes pnli_m to the imcurring of such
indebtedness; ., . . ‘
 In determining the amount of indebtedness which may
be ineurred by a school district, the amount of the out~
stending bonded indebtedness should be added to the amount
of the outstanding warrant indebtedness for prior fisecal
years, and to that total should be added the amount of the
propoiea bond issue, From this amount is subtracted the
amount of the assets in the sinking fund. If the remainder
does not exceed 5 per cent of the taxable value of the prop-
erty in the school district, the bond may be issued.

The total outstanding bonds and judgments of the

rural schools in 1922-23 amounted to $158,320.00. The bonds

had been issued mainly for the purchase of sites and the

oklahoma State Constitution, Section XXVI, Artiele 10.
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. TABLE IV

DONDED INDEBTEDNESS AND VALUE OF SCEOOL PROPERTY OF THE
DEPENDENT DISTRICTS OF SEMINOLE COUNTY, 1922-23

District Estimated value Bonds and Sinking fund
number of property Judgments levy (mills)
1 )0« |

UG, % 8,000.00 5, 000, 00 6.2
U.G. 2 4, 000,00 15,000.00 5.0
U.G. 3 5, 000,00 34,000.00 6.4
S.D. 2 1,200,00 1,000.00 2.5
Q‘D. 3 1’000.00 1,200.00 203
L).D. 8 1.000’000 2,000.00 7.8
QQDQ 9 800.@0 2,500.% 4.3
h).D’ 10 900.00 2‘20_0'00 5.1
S.D. 11 1,200,00 1,200.00 5.0
S.D. 12 1,200,00 2,400,00 0.12
S.D, 13 1,200,00 1,300,00 1.0
LJ.D. 14 ,200.00 1’500000 4.0
S.D. 15 ,000,00 2,500,00 3,7
S.D. 16 »900.,00 5,690,00 2.7
S.D, 18 ,800.00 2,200.,00 i ®
S.D. 20 , 600,00 1, 000,00 8.1
S.D. 23 , 000,00 2, 600.00 3.8
S.D. 24 900,00 5, 000,00 7.3
S.D. 25 500,00 " 1,083,.32 3.6
S.D. 26 000.00 2, 600,00 3.0
S.D. 27 100.00 1,800.00 8,0
S.De. 28 400.00 8,068,33 3.8
S.D. 30 000,00 4,000.00 8.0
S.D. 5L 700,00 2,600,00 4.1
S.D. 3B 000.00 5,000,00 4.6
S.D. 33 »200,00 3,000,00 1.5
S.D. 35 , 300,00 2,000.,00 5.5
S.D. 36 ,000.,00 1, 800,00 4.4
SeD. 37 » 000,00 2,800,00 7.0
S.D., 38 , 000,00 6,333.33 3.4
S.D. 40 , 800,00 5,000,00 2.0
S.D, 42 ,400.00 2,200.00 3.3
S.D. 43 , 000,00 2,000,00 2.5
S.D. 44 ,200.00 1,200,00 0.5
S.D. 45 1,200.00 1,000.00 4.7
S.D, 51 900, 00 4,350,00 4.0
CeDs B3 1,000.00 5,9500.00 1.0
CeDe 54 1,800,00 1,500.00 6.2
TOTALS $62,670.00 $158,319.98

*not available







24
erectlion of bulldings. A comparison of the bonﬁaa indebt-
edness with the value of the property owned by each distrioct
is shown in Table IV. At that time the rural schools were
bonded for 3,08 per cent of their assessed valuation, In
cluded in this debt were the judgments rendered against the
districts in court. These judgments were obtained as pay-
ment for materials purchased for which no warrants had been
"ritten or for the collection of unpaid warrants, All judg-
ments were collected as part of the sinking fund and paid v
in three annual installments.

From Table IV it may be seen that likely a large
portion of the elnklhg fund iovy was fo be applied to the
payment of judgments. This eanclmion mn.m be reached b..
cause .of the bonded indebtedness bnxng, MII. :
higher than the estimated value of the school property,

V. SUMMARY

The rural schools of Seminole County in 1922 were
poorly equipped from every standpoint. 2 majority of them
were overcrowded one or two-room schools. No provisions
were made to safeguard health or stimulate health habits
for the future. The grounds were small and entirely in-
adequate for play purposes. The use of instructional sup-
plies was hardly known. The Janitor's work was ususlly done
by either the pupils or teachers. The teachers were poorly






prepared, but received a fair salary considering their
qualifications, The low drewing and holding power of the
schools was reflected in the low enrcllment with respect to
the enumeration and the 64 per cent attendance. The majority
of the distriets were unable to finance their programs, as
was evidenced by the §14,135.27 deficit incurred that year.
These conditions were soon changed by the discovery
of 0il, and in the next chapter will be shown the effect this
discovery had upon the educational system of the county.







CHAPTER IIT
THE ORGANIZATION, ADMINISTRATION, AND COST OF THE RURAL
SCHOOLS OF SEMINOLE COUNTY IN 1937-38.

I, INTRODUCTION

The organizatiom, adaministration, and cost of the
rural schools of Seminole County in 1922 were shown in the
preceding chapter. The only bright spot in the entire
picture was the fact that the teachers were well paid, con-
sidering their oualifications. Ko ot&ar-canditionc”axlci;d
to which an educator of that day could point with pride.

In July of 1923 oil was discovered in the county.
Almost overnight there was an influx of workers and fortune-
seckers that engulfed a large part of the county, Small
communities were changed into teeming villages, and villages
became thriving cities. Almost every thicket became a amail
tent ¢lty and shacks sprang up where fields had been tilled
since statehood. In a recent newspaper article Lawrernce
Thompson depicted the rise and fall of the smell town of
Larlsboro, Oklahome. Although Earlsboro is located about
three miles west of the Seminole County line, the story of
its growth is typical of that which took place all over the
county., The article said in pars:

Earlsboro in 1926 was a quiet town of less than 500






- The town's total valuation 1s lese thtn $199,000, Re-
member it was $530,000 in the boom days.

Approximately 20 per cent of the debt mentioned was
incurred for the purpose of enlarging the Earlsboro school
system. That system had to be enlarged in one year from one
capable of accommodatimg the children in & community of 500
to one capable of caring for the children in a eity of 7,500
population. Then the administrators watched that population
dwindle to less than 1,000 in ten years® time. 3Similar
situations existed in many perts of Seminole County. Soon
after the beginnimg of the boonm period superintendents and
principals of one and two~room schools found themselves
facing the problem of teaching several hundred pupils where
less then one hundred had bua u@t before. Every availabdble
building was converted into a school room. Zven this was more
difficult than it might seem, as nearly any kind of shack |
would i-ei:t for fifty dollars a month. 4ll of the old Schools,
mo8t of the churches, and even tents were used until more
permanent bulldimgs eould be erected., It 1s the purpose of
this chapter to show the order that came out of such chaos,

II. ORGANIZATION

There were thirty-four rural districts in Seminole
County in 1933, one consolidated district, one white separate

1 -2
Feature Story in The Daily Oklahoman Oklahoma City
Oklahoma , for January 15, 1 o :
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district, eight union-graded districts, and twenty-four de-
pendent distriots. Zach of these distriets has a school
board of three members who are elected by popular vote of
the electors of the respective distriets. ZEach member serves
for three years, ome member being elected each year. The
district board has the power to employ teachers, bm school
supplies, make the budget, decide the general policies of
the aehool; and exercise other powers as enumerated by law,
The citizens of each district have the right to determine
the tax levy the districet shall use for current expenses,
The board canmot exceed the levy voted by a majority of the
patrons at the annual school meeting. It has been the gen~
eral poliecy of the school boards of Seminole County to employ
superintendents to serve as heads of the various systems,
giving them almost complete control in asdministering the
schools,

Five new unim;ynddl districts were formed between
1922 and 1938. Distriet No. U. G. 4 was formed by the union
of districts twelve amd thirteen, U. G, 5 fraom distriets
twenty-four and twenty-sixz, U, G. 6 from districts eight and
fifteen, U, G, 7 from dlstriets three, nine, ten, forty-
three, and forty-seven, and U, G. 8 from separate distriect
five, Distriet thirty-six was annexed by independent dis-
trict thirty-nine. Figure 2 shows the distriet boundaries
as they exist at present.,
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Some secondary work is offered by fourteen rural
schools in the county. The average daily attendance of those
enrolled in these rural high schools ranges from thirty-nine
in District twenty-five to 215 in Distriet U. G. 5, the mesan
average dally attendance being sixty-four and three-tenths,
These facts, with the number of units for which each school
is aceredited, are shown in Table V.

A divided term is taught in the consolidated distriet,
the separate district, one union-graded district, and twelve
of the dependent districts, Their first term begins about
the middle of July and lasts for approximetely two months,
Sehools are then dismissed until a majority of the orops are
harveated, after ﬂ!@h the second term of school begins, All
schools in the county operated for a full nine-months term
during the school year 1937-1938,

III. THE SCHOOL PLANTS

Seminole County has been, and 1s yet, one of the for-
tunate counties in COklahoma in being able to finance its
schools so well during the past few years. The disﬁricts as
a whole have been able to provide liberally for their children.
Before the oll fields were prorated each distriet drew as
high as $54.00 per year in gross production taxes for pupil
ernumerated, Some of the districts used these funds for their
current expenses and eliminated the ad valorem taxes. Other
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TABLE V

ENROLLMENT, NUMBER (OF ACCREDITED URITS, AND SPECIAL
DEPARTRMENTS IN TIE RURAL HIGH SCHOOLS OF SEMINOLE
COURTY IN 1938

3

4

District Enroll- Average Daily Special
number Units ment attendance departments*
Ul X 24 78 66 ACH
.8, 8 17 60 40
U.G. 3 183 85 71 AR
U.G. 4 18 93 70 | CH
U.6. S 26 247 2195 BCHI
U.G. 6 21% 199 175 BCHT
U.8. 7 15% 75 56
U.G. 8 23 124 102 BCHI
Cedy 1 16 e8 65
S.D. 186 20 &8 87 BCH
S.D. 18 19 82 69 BCH
S.De 25 14 45 39 c
S.D. 28 193 130 111 BC
S.D. 45 19 41 37 CH
MEAN 183 867.9 64.3
TOTAL 1,446 1,203

* A-~-Vocational Agriculture
B--Band and Special lusic
C~=Commerce
H-~Home Zconomics
I-=~Industrial Arts
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districts used their receipts from the gross produetion tax
to swell their current expense budget and finance building
programs without voting any bonds, The extent of these
bullding programs may be observed by scanning Table VI,
which gives a comparison between the éstimated value of
school property In 1922 and 1938. ibbst of the schools were
equipped far above the average, especially with respect to
libreries. A library expansion program was sponsared by the
county superintendent during the school year 1936-1937. By
the end of the year almost every dlstrict had at least three
library books per pupil enrolled in mm one to eight,

IV. PERSONNEL STATUS

County superintendent. At the head of the rural
schools of Seminole County is the county superintendent, who

is elected by popular vote each two years, There is no
1imit placed upon the number of terms he may serve, It is
the duty of this official to direct and supervise the non-
independent districts of the county, The superintendent is
assisted by one deputy and a supervisor for the elementary
grades. He approves the contracts of the teachers made by
the local boards, advises the teachers as to the course of
study, and directs them in carrying out any other matters
pertaining to the educational program he has planned., He

acts as adviser on educational matters to the school boards

e







TABLE VI

A COMPARISON OF THE ESTIMATED VALUE OF SCHCOL
FROPERTY 1922 AND 1938

Distriect

number

UG 1

V.G, 2

U.Ge - 3

U.G. 4

U.G. 5

U.G, ©

U.G.. 7

Uv.G. 8

C.D. 1

S‘Do 2 &

S-Do '1‘ » E ‘.m
8.D, 16 i -8 44,500 1,500 43,000
S.D. 18 1 85,700 1,800 63,900
S.D., 19 i 1,650 1,000 650
S.D, 20 1 15,2350 -1;600 13,650
S5.D, 23 1 5,800 1,000 4,800
SeD. 25 1 36,600 1,500 35,100
SCB‘ 39 1 4,'00 1.100 s’m
3.,D. 28 1 3 38,800 1,400 37,400
8.D. 30 1 7,300 1,000 6,300
SeDe 8 1 4,850 700 4,150
S.D., 32 : 3 3 4,200 2,000 2,200
SeDe 33 b 8 3,100 1,200 1,900
S.D, 35 1 9,500 1,800 7,700
S.D. 37 1 4,700 1,000 3,700
S.D. 38 1 6,800 1,000 5,600
S.D. 40 1 4,120 2,800 1,320
5,0, 42 1 22,000 2,400 19,600
S.D. 45 1 28,300 1,800 27,100
S.D. 81 1 23,200 1,200 22,000
8.0, 53 1 7,300 1,000 6,300
S.D. 54 1 9,800 1,800 8,000
5.D. 56 1 3,100 ——— 3,100
TOTALS 7 15 15 29 $824,390 §62,600 §$798,790

¥ Total Of component A1SLricts.

** Formerly part of District 43,
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of all rural districts. His annual selary is $2,400,00 and
that of the supervisor and deputy is $1,500.00 each.

Ieachers, The rural teaching personnel of Seminole
County increased 169.9 per cent from 1922 to 1938, This in-
eranie in personnel was more than equaled by the advancement
made in teacher training over the same period, There was
only one teacher in the county holding a county certificate
during the school year 1937-1938, while sixteen had obtained
the masters' degree and 134 had obtained tgo bachelors' de-
gree, Only 15.7 per cent of those holding state certificates
held one of less than life grade, and approximately one~half
of them were employed in non-high school districts. The
aualifications<ns1:XMLFault xmlns:ns1="http://cxf.apache.org/bindings/xformat"><ns1:faultstring xmlns:ns1="http://cxf.apache.org/bindings/xformat">java.lang.OutOfMemoryError: Java heap space</ns1:faultstring></ns1:XMLFault>