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PREFACE

One purpose of this thesis, in some small way, 1s to
reverse present-day, commonly-held misconceptions of Civil War
Medicline and bring into clear focus or erase altogether the
exaggerated generalizations of Union Army cesualties subjected
to medievally administered or inexpedient therspeutics. Another
purpose 1s to contribute a guantitative analysis of materia
medica used by the U. 8. Army during the Civil Wer with special
reference to the Standard Supply Tebles. Surgery will not be
discussed, nor doss the discussion cover importation or origi-
nal procurement of druge and only treats the commerclsl aspecta
in a very cursory manner.

Chapter I develops the necessary institutional background
of the S8tandard Supply Tables used during the Civil War by
giving an over-all plcoture of the U. 8. Medical Department and
its faollitles along with other formative influences such as
the Oivilian Commissions. This chapter, becsuse it disousses
the composite featurea of n,ui. Civil War medicine, places the
subsequent chapters, with th;ir respective ﬁnrtions of iho over-
ell subject, in proper perspectives,

Historical nome#claturo 1s beling used insofar as it 1ls
practical., I realize that modern usage would be advisable but
for clarity it is better in many instances to use the hxstqu-

cal word, for there are no direct parallels in modern terma,
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l.e., disease claselifications and various drug preparations.
Letin terminology of the various medicines taroughout this
thesls 1s sometimes in the genitive case and sometimes in the
nominative case. There was no consistency in the original do-
cunents so I followed whatever case was used from one document
to the next,

The most important of the acknowledgments to be made are
to: Mr. Charles Roos, Head, Document Section, National Library
of Medlcline, for his aid in soquiring invaluable documents nec-
essary %o this study; Miss Mildred E. Blake, Head Librerian,
Lovelace Foundation Library, for the encouragement she has
given me and inestimable aild in bibliography; all members of
the Unlveralty of New Mexioo Library Staff but espeeially Miass
Helen Maelntyre, Acguisitions Librarisn, Miss Helen Hefling,
Assoclate Librarian, and Mr. Charles W. Warren, Clreulation
Librarien; and Mrs. Roberta Voelker for her excellent proof-

reading and suggeations in structure.

JACK D. KEY
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CHAPTER I
THE INSTITUTIONAL SETTING OF THE MEDICAL SUPPLY TABLES

: N
The Office of Surgeon General and the Medical Department
By 1861 and the approach of the Civil War, the Medical De-

pertment of the United States Army was still geared to the peace-
time needs of 15,000 men. Many of the medical men on sctive duty
were unfit for service either from age or incompetence, although
Congrees in 1834 had created the position of assistant surgeon
tc 1nduce young dostors into the service. On Jsnuary 1, 1861,
there were only 115 doctors in the U. 8. Medicsl Department
(one surgeon general, thirty surgeons and eighty-four assistant
surgeons), Of these, the surgeon general re‘tim;,“'m&e_ sur- |
weons and twenty-one sseistent surgeons resigned to joln the
Confederacy, and three nac&ctnnt surgeona worm aislinn'd ror
dialoynlty.l : |

with the Unien Fornﬁc" rin
geon, 1X11 (January, 1928),
M [¢]

ine bLur tho sx:tidd * Qiba szmgos1A IIT, Numt
(July, 19101) anﬁ aurgoon Genersl, U. 5 - Th
and ; al 2 selllo ;

(hereafter rcforred to anneaa)
Sursaon and Kia Work," P
Sr of the




'*’;‘V& l-'.-ji '

‘{}:‘gxm z""

i

4‘ :l‘
Y

Ny

-
»

.’.Z‘L"'
uq-

A O
T;gd}

= &8

- |
.
o 0 o
IRy

: ™~
top o

_“:}',"'



RS T L T TR RS Y TG

The men in the Surgeon General's office was Colonel
Clement A. Finley who had succeeded Colonel Thomes Lawson sfter
the latter's death May 15, 1861. The tone of the Medlcal Depart-
ment had elready been set by precedent, and Finley made few
chenges while he was in charge with the exceptions of his approval,
for the introduction of medicel cadets, and the enlistment of
clvilians as nurses for general hospitals. He alse proposed
strengthening the Medical Departmuent numerically as well as ite
efficiency.z Finley, sixty-four yvears of age, wes a product
of the old army's conservative regime whose main gualification
interest for posltion was gseniority. Because of his "devo-
tion to routine," "undisguised hostility" toward the Sanitary
Commisasion and lsck of foroefulness toward needed innovstions
subsequent to the medical dlsasters of the early battles, much
pressure was brought to bear on the Congress by reformers for

remedlisl action. As & result of this pressure Finley retired

April 1%, 1‘.&62 Immedlistely the rivelry or m and uchtan,t: .f
% (ccmsti) s' Qgﬁu 3g.t :gm o;‘ the non t tqr imm y

&nd Join out amuel P, Moore came hygpiﬁ

General of Gonrbdoratb ig?oti, DeLeon, ﬁad ];'ﬁQ!!!: Johna,

Lengworthy, Potts, Faun nroy. and Remseur. One point of con- ~

fusion between the cite irces seems to bh,'._,,,_ er taere ‘m'c

114 or 115 doctors in . 8, Medical De ent on Jeanuary

1861, I use the number !us &s that is the figure contalned uitﬁb

in the m_, ]). 899.

wéaﬁiﬁgtonx bnitod Statp# Government Printtng‘orfloe, 1880—
1901), Series III, Volume I, p. 964 (hereafter dc:&gnnttd es
OR), and Kaxwell, Lincoln's 'Ficth Wheel. . . » BN 0-331.







3

Surgeon General Wood broke into the open, each seeking the ap-
pointment via the commission; but William A. Hammond, who weas
their choice, received the appointment on April 25, 1862 and
Wood, the loser, being resppolnted Assistant Burgeon General.3

On November 10, 1862, Surgeon General Hammond, in & re-
port to Edwin M, Stanton, Seoretary of VWar, outlined the pro-
gress and needs of the Medical Depasrtment. He stated that
partial progress had been made by inoressing the Surgeon Gen-
eral's rank, adding a limited inspecting corps, inereasing the
number of surgeons, agsistsnt surgeons, medical cadets, and
nospital stewards and in genersl eleveting the department to
& more independent footing. But he claimed the Medical Depart-
ment 2till needed & permanent hospltal and ambulance corps com-
posed of men specifically enlisted for thet duty. Other of his
suggestions were to incorease the number of Medical Oorps peraon-

nel, give medical offlcers to the cavalry end ertillery organiza-

tione, lower the five year walting eligibility period for prnk-

motion to surgeon, cppq&pt more medical oaaots. add hnro t'disal |

store-keepers, inorease the pay of washwomen, naﬂ‘Lanmtle the

pay and rarks of -«n&aﬂl lad to attain oquhlmtv with other staff

organizations lthtir posltion and reaponaibtlitr hed no OOIaara-
tive compensations with rank and pey). The lazt suggestion

> oR, Series III, Volume II, p. 957. See also Hexwell,

Lincoln'a Fift h Car s ¥ a P é. and Adams, Oeorge W., Doctors

in Blue Hew o jenry Sehumzn, ¢l952), op. 28, 31-32.
{Hammond appointed Surgeon General with the rank of brigndlcr-

genersl by Generel Orders No. 48, April 28, 1862.

s ‘jv'
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i
created a controversy whieh followed tne medigcal profession to
the end of the war., BSome of Hammond's nroposals such as more
ald to thne Army Medlical Museum, establishment of an army medical
school, establishment of more permanent hospitals, cherging the
Medical Depertment with econstruction responsibility, making
medlcal supplies indevendent slong with the tranaportation from
other depsrtments, end esetablishing & home for diessbled soldiers,
were fTar-reaching. He contributed to the Medlcal Department by
several innovations; emong them, he sterted collections of
materials for a medical and surglcal history of the rebellion,
& uniform dlet tsble for genersl hosnitals, and large depots
of medicsl supplies &% varloud places to take advantage of
prioes.u

In Mey of 1863 Hammond issued & ciroculer ordering the
removal of calomel snd tartar emetic from the army supply teble
using as & reason the harm done from misuse££u the treaiment of
disease., The reports of medicel inspectors and Iaulttar-rih L
ports Alndicated that q:oqltlve use of czlomel oancia.axatuso
salivation an‘ oocasiontily mercurial ganaglﬂl» Eurc&.r. thnl
use of celomel nnd tartnr el@tlc waeg not denplntely uﬁoypﬂd n-
they could be obtained by lpeblal requisition. Thio‘rlrean
coet Hammond support from a lerge proportion of the medical

profession and edded to the interprofessional controversies.

» , Seriea III, Volume II, pp. 749-75k, eﬂd Adams,
Doctors in Slue, pp. 35 34,
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concerning vropeér therapeutics.

In a few erowded months Hemnmond rejuvenated and propelled
the Army Medlcal Uorps into more vigorous actlion. He initisted
or requested every major lmprovemesnt to be carried out during
or for thirty yesars after the Civil Wer, but because he lacked
diplomacy and because his outepoken personality clsshed with
that of Becretary of War Edwin M. Stenton, he was soon to be
eaged out of his poaition.6

The helr apparent to the Surgeon General's office was
Joseph K, Barnes, posslibly beceuse he was the personal physician
7

of Stenton who suffered from severasl silments.

On July 2, 1863, Stanton appointed & apeclal commission of

T

5 Surgeon General, U 8, Army, Circular No. 7, M 86
D rec :s.. Concerning the 'w 65 of Medice mfmlfj
ers., the Manner of Obtaining snd Accounting
MTJYDW!'TK mlmzmm"“rvwxm

Table (Weshington: Government Printing Off ) . ,3 > g,--

M
ines -298; "Femov
artar Emetic," %‘5 ‘ Aaiu )ogt

38-—39, m Peroy

Iﬂ.ltorg ‘he Militar -'“" n,

U.C.: The Agsociation | "“"'V ry Barsoom qt
449-450. (Some hroiemc of the period, the -;‘1 aths,
in large doau gf ealomel ete.; the 'rhonﬁonma,_g

miner g the W&mﬁ’&oﬂpmnns recommended MMQ
bathing, thl otanics favored the use of roots m
the He:oopaﬁu favered tiny dosea.)

Louis C, Dmcu\ “The Strange Case o!’ WM d-hnirql

Hammond ,* on, LXIV (Jenuary and hbmm
1929)3 é&- v,

7 ibid., 98-110,
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| 6
three c¢ivilians to examine the affzsira of the Medical Depart-
ment., The Committeemen were A. H, Resder of Pennsylvania,
Thomee Hood, and Major George 0. Beratow of Boston., Reeder

was & long-time enemy of Hammond, and to be placed on the con-

misslon put him in a position to en)oy revenge. The Committee

hed but one object in view; that was to eruecify Hammond by any
| means, and especlally to try to prove officlal ignorance of
business procedure, neglect of the West, and personal responsi-
bility for the Gettysburg sufferings. While the investigation
wves in progress, Hammond was maneuvered out of Washington August
30, 1863, to New Orlesns so that he could "give his speclal at-
tention to medicsl affairs® in the South Atlantic and Gulf De-
partment. Stanton appointed Barnes to be the Aeting Surgeon
Genersl during Hammond's sbsence September 3, 1863, Hammond -l
never returned to office. Aa time wore on‘nnnnnnanroquucéid i

elther a court of inquiry or a eourt-nsrt&al but rooqtvad no .
snawer until Stanton felt tho opportune moment had dvrtv!l . ok

Tne court convened January 30, 1864, end lasted for tdur‘nﬁnxhﬂf ' ;;’
Hemmond was ohsrged with gconduct to the prtjuﬂtbc Qf<§hoa order ﬁ‘fﬂ

.'|
and military discipline, with ten specifications ari 1nvolvxn¢,f 361

irregular purchase of supplies, and conduct uabcooninb sn.et- ”
Ticer and & gentleman. He was found gulilty of four specifica- pr
tions of the firet charge and of the second charge, Hammond 1
entered private practice and became successful, both profes- '

sionally and finanelally. When he hed aocquired enough money






7

ne undertook a campeign in 1878 to restore hie good name. He
wad victorlous Auguat 27, 1879, when the President annulled the
court's sentence and placed his name on the army's retired list.
Joseph K. Barnes was formally sppointed Surgeon General
fugust 18, 1864, after having been in cherge for almoet a year.
Wnile in office he establlished (with 8tanton's approval) the

Army Medlcosl Museum and the Army Medical Library and gtarted
the publiscstion during the post-war years of the first volumes

the Medical and Surgiczl History of the War of the Rebellion,

of

all ldess of his predecessor. BStanton alsc slded the Medlecal

Jepartment by glving them exclusive control of genersl hospltals

end hospitel campe. Another improvement was in Medicel Corps

recognition acquired when Stanton granted them the use of the

brevet commission. larnes was ralsed from his coleoneloy on

1865, to the rank of brevet maj)or general and re-

mained Surgeon General until 1882.9

March 13,

The poor showing of the Medical Department during and
after the early battles of the Civil War indicsated the nesd for

pvrompt remedisl sotion, The actlon teken was & reorganization

bill introduced by Henry Wilaon of Massachusetts, bDacked by the

Sanitary Commlission and Secoretary of War Stanton, and was put

8 on, Series III, Volume III, p. 1199; Volume IV, ». 1035;
Uuncan, The Military Surgeon, LXIV, 98-110, 252-262; and Maxwell,
Lingeln's Fiftn Wheel . . . , p. 236. (The prosecuting hand was
Stenton's to whom the Judge Advocate CGeneral and every member of
the court, as well aa the star witnees, were obligated.)

Adams, Doctors in Blue, p. 42 and Maxwell, Lincoln's
Fifth Wheel . . . , Pp» 2062, 318.







8
into effeet April 16, 1862. Tne bill provided for = Surgeon
General who was to have the renk, pay, and emoluments of a
brigadier-general, an Assistant Surgeon General end an Inspec-
tor Genersl of hospitale, both of whom were to have the same
privileges of a eolonel of cavalry, and eight Medlicsl Inepec-
tors to have the same privileges of lieutenant-colonels of
cevelry, all of whom would be appointed on merit with the
higher milltary rank, because the interested parties believed
necessary actlon could be obtained by using active, progressive
appolntees. On May 19, 1862, the Mediocal Bureau was sasigned
complete control of the army's sick, whether in camps, hospltala,
or transports. Thie suthorization did away with etate inter-
ference and that of others not under Bureau direction. With
the passage of time it became evident much more had to be done
to increase the efficlency and effectiveness of the Medigal
Department even though there had been greet improvements in 1te
adminletrntlon.lo

Additional legislation and orders were effected: Public--
Ho. 3€ provided for a corpe of medical cadets to sot as dresesrs
in general hospitals and as ambulsnce attendants in the rield.
They were equated with the millitary cadets at West Point, with
their numbers increased from time to time. The law slso pro-

vided for use of female nurses in genersl or permsnent

A% OR, Beries III, Volume II, pp. 22-23, 40-41, and Adams,
Doctors in Blue, pp. 29-31.







9
nospitala.ll General Orders No. 79, July 15, 1862, provided
for an increase in appointments of 4O surgeons and 120 asssist-
ent surgeons of the volunteers with cornesponding rank, pvay,
emoluments of offiecers of the Regulesr Army and also incereased
the number of assistants from one to two assistant surgeons for
each regiment.lz General orders No. 55, May 24, 1862, suthorized
the addltion of 8ix skilled apothecaries to those alresdy in the
Medlesl Department, esch to post & §40,000 bond.13 Approval for
the addition of elight more medlcel inspectors waa given Januery
3 1863.lu Two assistant surgeons were sssigned to esch regi-
ment of eavelry January 7, 1863.15 Aselstant Surgeon Genersl
R. 0. Wood was placed in charge of the Loulsville, Kentucky,
Medical Department branch in order to facilitsate medicsl trana-
portation and accommodations for the srmies of the West and
Southweat.16 General orders No. 29, Februery 28, 1865, defined
the rank and psy of medical directors of an army in the field
=nd medlcal directors of milltary departments as follows: ‘
". . « 1f there were twe or more army sorpsa with four'thons¢§4
beds or more in the 5!n¢ii1 hospitals, the director shell ha?!

11 1b14., Volume I, pp. 397-398, 635-636.
o Ibid., Volume II, p. 224,
Ibid., Volume II, p. 67.
1% 1v1a., Volume IIL, pp. 3-b.
i Ibid., Volume III, p. 4.
16 Ibid., Volume IV, p. 287.
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the renk, psy, and emoluments of a colonel of cavalry, and

1f less, the director shall have the rank, pay, and emoluments

17

of a lleutenant-colonel of cavalry."

By the end of the fiscel year 1865 slightly more than
12,000 doctors had seen service eilther in the field or in
hospltals., These dootors had been orgsnized into seven cate-
gories:

(1) Surgeons and Asslatant Surgeons of the Regular Army
in before the outbreak of the war (#115 of which
one retired, 24 resligned to joln the Confederacy,
and three were dismissed for disloysalty).

(2) ?:r e?na and Assistant Surgeons of Volunteers

547) .

(3) Reglmental Surgeons (#2,109) and Assistant Surgeons
(#3,882) commissioned by State Covernors.

(4) Acting Asslstant Surgeons, U, S. Army (#5,532) the
great majority being "ocontract" surgeons.

(5) Medicel officers of the Veterans Oorpe.

(6) Acting Staeff Surgeons (#75).

(7) Burgeons and Assistant Surgeons of Colored Troovps.

From the commencement of the war to the end of the fisesl year

1865 tne Medlcal Depsrtment casuzlties numbered 335 in the fol-

lowing cetegories:

29 killed in battle
12 killed by acecident
1C died of wounds
4 dled in repel orisons
7 dled of yellow fever
3 died of cholera 18 ‘
270 dled of other diseases., :

17

1bid., Volume IV, p. 1204, ' |

® Ibid., Volume V, pp. 1492152, 1040 (lists total number
of lediesl Department casuslties as 356); Adame, Dootors %e Blue,
o. 47-4€; and Julia C., Stimson and Ethel C. 8. Thompson, "Women
furzee with the Unlon Forces During the Civil Wer," The Ni%;;eiz

Surgeon, LXII (January, 1928), 2. Civilian physicians oy
by the Unlon Army as full-time or psrt-time surgeons under
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Civll War hospltal administration is difficult to de-
scribe becsuse of the many system variations from hospital to
hospitsl. Generally there was & surgeon-in-cherge who was the
military commaender over the hospltal &s 1t was an ermy post.
Another surgeon would be the exeoutive offlcer whose dutles
were to take care of the hospitul staff and to handle adminis-
tretive nroblems. Usually there would be at least one physician
for each ward of 75 to 100 patients. There would be a chaplain
(the morale officer), who operated the librery, had the super-
viasion of the cemetery, distributed the mail, resd books or
wrote letters for the patients. There would be a few medical
cedets who ascted as wound dressers. Hospltal stewards super-
viged tne nospital routines of clothing and hygiene in the wards,
food and cooking, and dispensing from the hospltal pharmacy.
Generslly, convalescent soldiers would be detalled to act as
wardmasters in cherge of the nureing and cleaning for each
individusl ward. The position roster for most hospitals would
also include cooks, aseistant cooks, carpenters, blacksmiths,
storeroom workers, attendants for the dead, clerks, washwomen,
and officers' attendantu.19 The regulstions of the Hospltal

Corps were: as to duties—-—nursing, cooking, or related

(Con't.) Contraot were called CGontract Surgeons. This method
of acquiring surgeons wae resorted to in periods which were
dictated by such emergencies as the Civil War, Contract Sur-
geons recelved the same rate of pay as first lieutenants dut
were not formally commisaloned.

19 Adems, Doctors in Blue, pv. 159-161.
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activities; responsibilities--military dlscipline; pay-—-
#»20,50 per month, clothing, rations, medical attendance; and
uniform--the undress uniform of a privete soldier witan a green
half-chevron on the left forearm, These regulations were in-
stituted by Burgeon General Hammond in the early years of the
war.zo

Female nursee were put under the econtrol and direction
of Buperintendent of Female Nurses Dorothea Uix.21 The nurses,
who had legsl etatus as an attachment to the army were to sub-
stitute for soldiers in general or permanent hospitals for the
pay of forty cents, and one ration in kind each day. Thelr
number has been estimeted at 3,214, A second classificstion
of nurses was the Sisters of Charity or nuns of Holy Orders.
A tnird class of nurses was women employed from necessity for
the menlsl hospital chorea. A fourth clase consiested of colored
men and women, employed &t & salery of §10 a month, under General
Orderas of the War Department 390 of 1863 and 23 of 1864. An
estimation for the ihivd end fourth uiiluca 1: set by Ramsey
at 4,500, A rtﬂh class was made up of \mcmouum volun-
teers; & sixth class might consist of women camp followers;
the seventh and last class consisted of women employed by the
various commissions. Very few had aetu;l hospltal experience
or other qualificstions othnr than physicsl strength and/or

20
=230,
2 OR, Seriea III, Volume I, pp. 139;1h0, 217«

Stimson and Thompson, Wm LXII,
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willingneas, but a2t the time they were the best aVailable.zz

With the end of the Clvil War and the reductieon of the
army, cutbacks in personnel, supplies, and the amounts re-
quested for Medical Department appropriztions were made Dby
Surgeon CGeneral Barnee.23 The need for an &ll-out mobllized
Medical Corpa was over, since the emergencies of wer had been
met and a goed job had been done if comparisons with prevlious
were are considered. An inexperienced country had created a
vast hospltel system with an over-sll bed capsacity for
136,000.2u There were still many surgical, sanitation, and
other inadequacles, but when one considers the period, what
wes known, and the tremendous Job to be done, the Medical De-
partment, the hospitela, and the people involved were agsaets
to the nation,

To ascquire an ides of actuality and to construct a
broader bsckground foundation, medicsl conditions in the fleld
ere dealt with next.

24

Medical Conditions in the Pleld
The Army Medlecal Department was unpreﬁared for war psy-
cnologlcelly a8 well as physicelly in that it had an lnadequate

- Stimson and Thompson,

11, 222, and Adams, Dootors in Blue, pp. -178.
23

On, LXII. 1’3.

OR, Series III, Volume V, pp. 65, 149-152.

2k Adams, Doctors in Blue, PP. 172-173.
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number of medlcsl personnel, lack of or anticuated methods,
end inadequate supplies, all of which were based on the needs
of a peace time army numbering close to 15,000 soldliers and
could not begin to meet the needs of collecting the wounded
from the battlefieldes, caring for them in hospitals, or trans-
porting them to the rear, problems the Civil War created.
Another matter wes the tone of administration set by Surgeon
General Colonel Thomae Lawson, a holdover from the John Quincy
Adems' perlod, who was primarily concerned with keeping the
budget down to bare necessitles. Frederick Law Clmsted felt
the enlef block toward a better medical organization was the
senlority system of promotion encouraged by the depsrtment's
"glder-stateeman' administration. This was one of the Com-
mission's main reasons for backing the younger Hamaond for the
Surgeon General's Office.

There was & time lag in mediocal ideas between Europe and
America becsuse of the diastance, ‘wﬂm frontier atmosphere, |
and the inadeguacies of ;ncrioaﬁ medical scheols, Seversl
examples of mmum medicel 318 ere: the Army Medical
Department 41d not n«a&m an smata.c qq.oro«amn until 1863;
the army used very few thgrmouctara; few surgeons practiced
the procedures of unaoul;atlon and verocussion; and few surgeons
used the stethoscope, the hypodermic syringe, the ophthalmos
ascope, or the laryngoscope. A Turther indicsatlon of the lag

25 Adame, Doctors in Blue, pp. 4, 27-28.
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i1s evidenced by the large number of physiclans profesaing the
medloal cults and the therapeutlc controversies they perpetu-
ated.z

The Union Army went to war with an insufficient number of
embulances and wlthout a aspecialized fleld-rellef system. Ante-
cedently in 1859, & bosrd of mediesl officers examined a number
of ambulsnces and recommended that two be tried, but they had
not been adopted by the time the Civil War sterted. In 1861
the Quartermaster Corps lssued two-wheel ambulances in & ratio
of four %o one of the four-wheel type, Later these two-wheeled
ambulances proved unsatisfectory under bettle conditions. The
board's lack of foresight was to cost & great deal in terms of
death and misery following the early battles. A large number
of the few ambulances avallable within the armies were used
a8 plessure transportaaigh by the officers or &s general utility
vehlcles. Agltatlon for an ambulance corps with permenent
specislized poroennel mounted from the summer of 1861 until
ite proponents ruolm an aoceptnblo mmiauﬂ.on in 18&«

In order for one %o mum an idea of mm pmm
ness and conditions during mv miy hutnn mn their evalu-

o

tion to a polnt epproaching adequecy, a gl_.me 1- needed first
at the aftermath of the first battle of Bull Run July 21, 1861.

" Ibid., pp. 50-51.

L_;%.. PD. 25-26, 84, and Fred B. ﬂ:onn "The United
States Any edical Department 1861 to 1865, _r_a__mm
Surgeon, LXXIX (November, 1936), 341-342. g

o A T
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Approximately 18,500 men of General McDowell'e army actuslly

took some part in the battle. Burgeon W. 8. King was the
Hedlcal Uirector of the army, and although there wae adeguate
time before the expected conflict, no proper hospital arrange-
ments were made except the site selections of & hotel, a chureh,
and a lsrge dwellling, and no plan wes made for field-relief of
the wounded to rear areaa.za

Within the seven perticipating brigades esch regiment had
one medical officer who attended the wounded on the field and
collected them into lntermedlate protected places prior to re-
moval to the Centerville Hospltels, bul because the work weas
not organized, the results were small with only a few of the
geverely wounded recelving temporary ald and removal., Approxi-
mately half the 1,124 wounded, either with aid or under thelr
own power, somehow reached the rear, and 550 wounded were cap-
tured as Confederate reports of these prisoners sent to Richmond
indicate. To complicate medicel matters the Confederates were
victorlous, and as the Union forces retired from the area many
of the aeveroly‘vaundod, lzter prisoners, were left since no
provigion had been made for them, A number of regimental
surgeons volunteered and remained with the wounded through the
long trip to Richmond into the prison camps. The Bull Run
Unlon casuslty list indlicates 483 killed, and 1,011 wounded

29
of wnieh 550 were captured.

28 pyons, The Military Surgeon, LXXIX, 342-344,
27 1psa., 3b2-34b,
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Seven inspectors investigated the Bull Run defeat for the
Senitary Commiesion. Their findings, later incorporated into

Olmated's Report on the Demoralization of the Volunteers, ao-

cused the administretion of incompetent planning end logistios.BO
The next phase of medical conditions during the early
battles includes Pope's Virginia Campaign, Cedar Mountain, and
the Second Battle of Bull Run., The principsl role is played
by Surgeon Thomas McParlin, U, 8. Army, the Medicel Director,
a competent men, and later Medical Director of the Army of the
Potomgc through & number of i1te oampaigne with skill and suc-
cess.il
The hospital eystem and flield-relief were still inade-
guate. McParlin was acquainted with the Letterman plan, but
pressing events end the time factor prevented its belng put
into operation. Agaln ihg problem of sn ambulance system arose

&8 those svallable were totally insdequate after the second

pattle of Bull Run.-° Whet smbulances there were belonged to

7% Maxwell, Lincoln's Pifth Wheel . . . , Pp. 20-21.
31 ryons, The Militery Surgeon, LXXIX, 345-347.

2 \ . e o

2 The Surgeon Genersl foreibly gathered Washington vehli- -
cles of all types and sent them to the battle alte for the wounded,
Drivers of these vehiclea were of the same stamp as earller de-
serters, nired civilians, who elther fled the battle scene or
left with one load not to return, They broke into the supplies,
which included liguor, snd many of these drivers mede thelr way
back to Washington without wounded. Among those who were per-
suaded to pick up the wounded were & few who refused to gilve
water to the dissbled, refused to help load the incapacitated
into the ambulances, stole from the supplies, and even stole
anything of veslue from thelr wounded psesengers. The Letterman
plan is discussed in more detall on page Z0.
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the reglmente. When necesssry they vere collected and used
independently; this arrengement wase unsatisfactory since the
regimental commanders conatantly demanded their return.,
HeParlin suggested a seperate corpe be created for an ambu-
lance system which would take cere of the adverse situstion.
Some degree of progress is noted as McPerliin hsd a field hos-
pltal plan wihlch was to be one great hospital for the entire
army and was to be siltuated 2% the rear of the bat