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SCIENCE. AND RELIGIqN . f'
, • II ~ . I

Religion in the Making-'Alfred North White4f!ad, F.R.S.~ Fellow jnt
the Trinity College in lth¢ University of CJ.mbri<J.ge, and professQr! 1

. of philosophy in.l;Ia"".rd. Universitf, M;=millan, ~927'.1

, - It is many years ~ince Whitehead~lessed students of~'
~het_~orld ~Y his littlepqok, lntrodu?tior .to ~athematics+l t
,a thl.n~ dehg~tf~l to r~q, clear and IlIU~.InatIng. Later, att ' .
the J!elght of hiS famle,: as one of the flworld's half dozen l
greatest mathematici~na, he collabor~ed with' Bertrand t,
Russell·in produ~ing t~.·.e ~..eat work Prt~"~cipia M.athflmatica.1

' In 1920, I had 'tHe ·honor of mee : g Whitehead and t
hearing him lecture o~Einstein's Relat vity. I, met a man.i ' !,

very cultured and courteous. He Iectu:uredwith a pleasant i
'voice in careful perfect English. On Rtla~ivity,'he has hiS!
own .idea~, which di!fet~thoUgh not .se~iouslY-fr~tn th_ose If

of 'EInstein and E~dlnift°n., ' ': II.'., '
Today, Whitehea<J is one' of the t0rld'S dozen most r'

famous philosophers. He ha& the advan age over most phU- f
osophers of a t~orougF under~tandin~: ~ ~h!sical science. I

, Most of WhIt~hea~.• 's; books .are unI~~.~IhgIbl~ to ,.read.ersl.
who are unversed In tqe ~anguage of m~;dern philosophy,~
language to, which Whitehead hims. has, contribatedI

<\jar!l'e~, (as· for instalt.·(ce, in his very l~iffiC.?lt book, ~he.,
Pnnctples of Natural ~nowledge.) Rel]lJWn tn the Maktng
m~y be.read wit~ profit bj.. ' the unversed •.1. though in places, i.t [.
WIll be found difficul4J For example jp. 150) "To be an>
actual thing is to be li~i~ed. An actua !thing is an elicited "1

, feeling-valn.e" Whichi.s ~.. nalyz,abl!e as II the '. olitco~e; of a,
graded graspIng of tqe' element~ of t~r unnr;erse Into the
unity of one fact. This grasping together may be called a
perception. The grading means the gtading of relevance !,

of ~arious elements, .sp far as concerl
i

I: their contribution
to the one actual fact."! . '! :, !.

I '! ~ '. I
I .,.E 81] , : . \
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Though s!\nall enough to be perused in two houl1l, thi~ ,
book forms fqod' for many, nights of thought. It:is the! .
series of-:four I Lowell lectures delivered inKing's Chapel,!
Boston, in 1926. "

_ Whitehea recognizes the language difficulty 'which\
'handicaps wri ten philosophy. In Process and RealJity he!
says: "Philp ophies can never hope. finally to formulateI
these metaph sical first principles. Weakness of irnsight:
·and deficienci s of language stand in the way inexorably.
Words and phfases must be stretched towards a generality I

. foreign to their ordinary usage; and however such el$nents
of language e stabilized as technicalities, they I1emain:
metaphores m tely appealing for an imaginative ;leap."',

Definition are,. never evaded by Whitehead.' OlfreIi.'
gion he says: (p. '14) "There is no agreement as ito theI
definition of r ligion in its most general sense, includingf

, " 'i
true and false el~gion; nor is there any agreement as to thei
valid religious (beliefs, nor even as to what we ~ean bY th~)
truth of religion." Then he gives his ow·n .definiti0ns of!
religion: (p~ 15). "Religion is force of belief cleansing th~
inward parts. For this reason, the primary' religious /Virtue
is sincerity, a penetrating sincerity. ' .,

"A religion on its doctrinal side can thus be defi,ed-as
a system of ,general truths which have the effect of trans­
forming character when they are since:rely held and Vividly"
apprehended." . :' L

(p. 16) "Religion is the art and the theory of ,the in-
ternallife of man...." .

(p. 16) "Religion is what the individual does with bis .
own solitariness." ,

(p. 17) "Thus religion is solitariness; and if you are
neVer solitary you are never religious."

(p. 17) "Religion is by no mean's n~cessarily gOOd. It
may be~ very evil. . . In your religious ~xperience, the God
with whom you have 'made terms may'be the God_of de~truc-

t · "Ion ...

•, ,
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. (p. 18) "Reli~~n; .. ~:rnibit; ~~~ fa~to~s or si~es ofI·
Itself. These factors are rItual,' em~tlOn, belIef" ratIonal-,!
ization." ! ,. .1111 "\' ' I ;~-( ,.f~, ' ,

. "The order of th\e emergence of t se'factors was in the , '
~ inverse order of th~ depth'of' 'their !eligious importance: [ .
first ritual, then emdtion, then belief, ~hen rationalization." :

(p. 19) "It i~ riot until belief a l d rationalization are i

well established that solitarh~ess is. iscer~able as consti- ~
? , tuting the heart of r~ligi<?us ~mporta Fe." ,b- ' " ,

. \(p. 20) "Ritual tnay.be defined alS~the hflbitual perform-l
ancE) of definite actifJns which have ~direct relevance to ;
the 'preservation {i)f ~he physic~l org isI'hs of the actors." I' _

. (p. 22). "Ritua~ ~s not the only w~ of ~rti~cial!;,~timu­
I,atIng emotIon. Drugs are equally fl;ectIve.... ....
among the Pe~ians;it was the religi us' duty of the King, t

! ~ - >

. once a year, at ,somej state fes.tital in onour of]v.Iithra&t to! .
appear in the templ~ intoxicated. !r,elic of the religious ii ,
awe at intoxication is the use of Iwine at Communion ~

Serv-ice." These qdotations are des, iptive as well as de-;I
fining. It seems hafdlY possible to d "aw a line between de-J
scription and difinition. i

The reader ex~ects from the b ok review' something 11

mo~e than quotatiohs, yet tl'fu'featu es of this little' book ~
may be disclosed ve~y Clearly and qui ly by quotations. . If

(p. 28)". . ~,tI!is is the stage 0 I religiqus evolution iil-.11r'~
which the masses 0] semi-civilized h' manityhave halted- L
th~ ~tage of satisfa~to.r~ritua.l and I satisfied belief..wit?- !
out Impulse toward~ hIglier thI'~'" I , • 'I

(p. 37) "Indee€1 history, do n t 'the present day, .is a !
melapcholy recor(t'o~ tpe horror hi' h can attend religion<: ,I

, human sacrifice, and in particulijr th slaughter of children, ~
cannihalism, sensuajI orgies, abject perstition, hfttred as ill'
between races, the inlaintenance of egrading .cust'Om, hy-

- steria, bigotry, can ~ll be laid to'its c, arge. ' Religion is t11e,I'
last refug~ of humatI savagery." &1l' j : '\ I

(p. 44) "But even today, thet p Catholic r~ligions of I
civilization are Christianity and Bu ~his~, and-if we ar

~ I

.-.£:;
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to juqge by the comparison of their position now with :'what
it has been-both of them are' in decay. They have lost

. I

their ancient hold upon the world." . '
(p. 47) "The great rational religions are the ou~come

of the emergence of a re!igious consciopsness which i~ uni-'<~

vet:sal, as distinguished from tribal or even social. Because
it is. universal, <!lit introduces, the note of solitariness" :'" ...
"The reason of this connection between universality and
solitariness is that universality is b. disconnection from im-
mediate surroundings." .

(p. 48) "In the bo<Jk of Job we find g man suffering
from' an almost fantastic array of the evils characteristic
of his times. He is tearing to pieces the sophism, that all
is for. the best in the best of possible worlds, and that the
justice of God is beautifully evident in everything that hap­
pens" .... "No religion which,faces facts can minimi~e the
evils in the world, not merely the moral evil, but the'l pain. .
and the suffering."

Whitehead takes here a bold" attitude on the subject
of evil. In his Gifford Lectures a year or two later, at
Edinburgh, he is even more bold, for he says (see P1Tocess
and Reality, p. 74), "The Leibnizian theory of the 'b~st of
possible worlds' is an audacious fudge produced in order to .
save the face of a Creator constructed by contempor~ry and
antecedent theologians." .

On pages 98 and 99 of Religion in the Making we find
an endeavor to save the face' of the God constructed .by
Whitehead :-"Thus i{God be an actual entity which anters
into every creative phase and yet is above change, He must
be exempt from internal inconsistency which'is the note of
evil" .... "If we trace the evil in the world to the determin­
ism derived from' God, then the inconsistency in the world is '
derived from the consistency of God; also the incompletion
of the world is derivative from the completion of God." The
incompletion of the temporal world "and its evil, show. that ,. 1

the temporal' world' is to be construed in terms of additional
formative elements which are not definable in the teJ:.IDs
which are. applicable to God."

4
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Thus
w

not God, but some "adpltional' formative el i

ments" mus,t take' the blame for 'ijle- evil there is'iin th' I
world. The reager is left with a s~ns~ of disappoi¢men 1I
for whether the "additionaJ' forma~ve ~lements" be: calle' !.by the nam/l "Satan" or "Sinful Iinan," Qrby any othf II

n.am.. e, Whit~.·hjead. h.., a~ .broug.ht us nl~ nea.r,e.. r to tme. soluti'o ".' Iof the probl~m of 1e.vIl. I ~ i . . :. I

Perhap~'if we could read with: learer insight, his de .:. .1'
. nition of God we might better gr . p Whitehead's viewlf

actual non-tbmporal entity whereb th indetermination' 'f !
,·mere creati~ity iSI transmuted int ~a· terminate freedo l

• 1
This non-tethPoraJ actual entity islwnat men call God-t e t
supreme Go~ ofr~tionalized reljgiqn." " '. ~, ,,~! I

, The la~~ cha:~~r (p'p. 123 to ~60) ~s. ~ clear and V?y \
readable dIScussI9n of "Truth a1d CrItIcIsm." The I - I ,
portance of le.motion is not forgott,n., "It i~.not true: ~o - 1<;

I :::ti~:~~ ,:;,~::r:;eb::~t:i~e#~:~:le~:=::~c4d : I
; m~st favor~b1e.. fpr a ~~eculiar c~tration on topics f'}..

) religious interest.~' Netertheless ,,' ligiotrs truth must e \
developed tom '!knowledge acq +ed ~hen our ordina y, 1
senses and, i tellectual operations ,r~ at their highe'st pit h ~ I
of disciplin. ,To; move one step Jpm this position towa s J
the dark recesses of abnormal p chology' is to surrend r !
finally any Hope of a solid foundatiyn for ~eligi.ousdoctrint ( t

The bodk is mspiring and tho~ght-provoking. It flo ts ,II .f>

con~ention, yet it leaves no c~~io~ sh?cked. Years a' d : f i
an Inborn courtElsy have brough, skIll. For example p.' 1 '

~', 158t "God i . that f~nction in the rorl~ by.reason of wh~h .~'
_t o~r purpos s ave dIre~ted to end~ WhICh In our own c ,n~ -..

, sciousne~s ~ e ~Illrp~rtial ast~wn interests. ~e is t :at. ,
~, element In I fe In vIrtue of WhICh Judgment stretches bey nd '
I.J' j! facts of existen~e to values of exis';ence; He is that elem :nt ' .
~: t' ~in virtue of. whi£.h our purposes: xtend beyond values (or
;:~.,",':_~._.. ,ourselves to values-~t?r,.)others. H; is ~h~t element in ·vir~ue .

ft~· ~ . 1..; 'y. ~ J,.'
. 1~')

.. ! I
/ i
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of which the attainment of such a value for others trans- i
forms itself int~ value for ourselves."', 1

Here is shown very skillfully the reconciliation" of the i
selfishness dem~nded by sanity and reason with the unself- i

ishness demanded by religion." J
F. M. DENTON..

PORTRAIT OF CHINA

The Good Eartk,* by Pearl S. Buck. The John Day Company.
, . ,

Pearl S. Buck has always lived in China,.except for tHe ~

time she s'pent in the United States when she was being I .

educated. She studied at the RaIidolph-Macon College and !

at Cornell University. She taught at the University of.
Nanking, and the Government University ,of Nanking, 1

under two national regimes. She now lives i~ ~anking.

The Good Earth is Mrs. Buck's second published novel. .
,She has contributed atticles and steries to various' 'maga- .,
~nes, among them The Atlantic Monthly, Nation, and :A'sia. i

The Good Earth is a genuine realistic display' of life in :
the great "Sleeping Giant," China! How little one knoiWs of .
China; its people, life, customs, hardships, and odditi¢s: '

The story deals with one man and his family. This:
family, however, is only a figure, which'Mrs. Buck cleverly ~
employs to deseribe the daily routine, thoughts, customs, 1
character and- habits of the mass of China.

The, plot--btit then, is there a plot in this, novet? If
it is a plot, then it is a simple one. Wang Lung, the 'prin­
cipal character, is a simple farmer, who is the only son 'of
his father. Time and"place? Pearl S. Buck gives neither of
these. She is not seeking to entertain us with a light'l win- ;

"I sorhe, delightful story that will arouse our enjoyment and :
. cause out: forgetfulness within a few hours! No!, Pearl

S. Buck is trying to make us understand "that Chin~ exists
-a powerful Clina, which is' tied down with lack of educa-

*The Good Eartk \Vas previously reviewed in the NEW MEXICO QUARTERLY. How­
'ever. this review. by a. stUdent. is so novel in its treatment. it is considered' worthy
of publichtion here.-Editor.

6
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·tion, I~k.of ambition, lack of m ! ef, abundance of i I ~-"
ance, abundance of population, an, abunda~ceof hardsh ps~ :

J .

Wang Lung.is abput.to beco .ie one of the figunes in,,' <},
performance known a~ 1wedlock.1 StIch is.the opening f of
the story. ,What a different mar !~age from that of our -wJ'
culture, and' ev~n that of the' e ucated, wealth:Y Chi ~s~
families-. Wang Lung had nevellseen -his bride. 'All at
he knew about the ,whole affair i as this: He bad pa~~ed
the' stage o~ chi~tlhQ.og., and was lbw of a marria¥eable f~~-,
so his benevolept~ther h::J,d a~vised him that· he ,u~
marry if the farily of Lung wa I to continue. A wife ,[ as

, alwa~s an asse~. ;Slfe was the .ve of burd~~,:~he If DS

of anImal pleasjure ,and. the mac, Ine for the Instlgatlo. of
. mankind. Sucq was his father's,!advice.. Wanlf Lung lent

to the great h0use of Hwang, ' here his bride-to-be as'
one.of the serv~nts. O~as~lbig husky virgip, who: ad
been too plain iof face to attra't the young L~rds of the.
House of Hwartg. Olan bore hi! four children, and ter

! , IJ ~

year,'s of strug~'Ie and toil withj the earth and soil, 'lang
Lm;lg prospere~. He bought Ian '" and more land, and . ore
land. Hi~ aim ~n life se~med to we ~,acquire land and '.' ore
land. He was ~otallY lacking inlculture.. When he re~hed
the prime of li~e, he married an ~her.wo~an-a.peach ~los­
som of a wOln~n,' who was to b· a luxury for hIm.ean-

, while Olan, hi§ former '\\;ife,as to, wait upon the e tire (
family. His s~ns had a satisfa lory education and rna 1ried ,

• f fQ . ' ,

well. ~ . ' ..
f ' "

In due t~*e' Olan died. lslave she had been al her
life, and a slav~ she died. By t ~ thne th~t Wang Lun. was
a grandfatherl he had acquir 1 another woman. each
Blossom was Jow fat and old. ,'; young damsel beca his
heart's desire.! Througp. pove .11and 'wealth, this f 'mily
waded, and inJthe enq, Wan ~ng is satisfied that hi lias
performed in ife that which 'sl1ould. He was pag ln at
heart, and y~ , he was a good, 1 <inest;' and' steadfast ~an.'

Was that bserious or'unus. al 'plot:? 1 'I.
i •
~ . ~
! L.
I
~

/! II
:~ 11!
I

II.
I,

~

.>1 I II

i .7'

i ,.;
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. . .
. Again I repeat that Pearl S. Buck was not attempting .

to weave a plot. ' She was :pot int,erested in Wang' Lung,:
Olan, Peach BlossoII4 or an~one else. She really wished ~

to impress upon her public, that China is what it is and we.1
should know what it. is. I

Interwovelll among these weak characters, one. reads
the haggard miind of Chil1a; the tired face of China and the

. hoIffiless expression of despair. i
Immorality, vice, habit, greed, ambition, selfishness, ~

paganism, fear, and' cowardice may well be attributted to
China.

I'must reb'act a statement that I have made.
There waSI, one ~trong ch~racter in this simple little I

plot.
I am speaking of Olano
Olan was a saint, a martyr, a womatn of high ideals, 'I

and of unheard of patience. She loved and was Iiot'loved. ,!
She served and knew no kindness. Sne bore trouf>le~, wor- ':

. ries and illness ,without emitting a whimper or one' cross,
word.

,Was she to'o ignorant or stupid and culture-lacking to :
~ . be worthy of attention or mention?' .. ~ ,

I do not think so. She was the product of a culture that
was bred by patience, love and understanding. Her silent, :
impassive face was a mockery to the q,eautiful soul hidden:
in that big coarse body.' , . . !

;. Olan, and ithose like her, are what make China worthy i

of improvement.
Thank you China, for breeding women like Olan!
Wang Lung deserves nb mention. He was a very com- .

mon and ordinary man, who' was possessed of all of' the .:
faults that are So present with all Qt us. . i

Peach Blossom really merits no mention at alL She
i
,

is a parasite-the kind that one finds on the streets of' every. i

city-all beauty of body and a complete blemish fot" a soul. I

The r'est of the family are' ordinary; Ileave thJe~ to !

your criticism. -

k~_-;-:~-- ~~1

\
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Now, I! have-.,seen Chin: in its pitiful reality!', in its
I

ch~os of pr~ense and ignorap e. "11 r

I do n~t know China ~ all. I have ~erely had' a ~ ~
glimpse of ;it through 'Pearl . Buc,k and The, ':Good, Eitrth. l

, I rshould) like to, know IDO :e aboutl,it. ' :. 1')
The titl~, I suppose, was i'spired by th~ f~ct tha, C/hina ::

lives on, li~~ from, and d·~s ont~e gOO~eart. I: The :r
farmers wOl1~hip the soil, for Iit is the soil that giv~ them i:
l ·f 1\ I I'!
I eO, Ii'

. ~ . I

I like 'th~ work of Pearl j. Buck. So far as I kn w~ she
is not a ~~ noted writer, ~ what little I know' f her,
I admire, ink! I admit that I ', 0 appreciate her wor It is
simpie and ~tirelY lac~ing i I a~ce or elaborate 'oqabu- I

lary. She is practical, rea i,sti anel, believes in 1 ting
things as· th~y are. She ispite frank and does n· t esi-

, 1 ' . '
'tate to wrench away the rob of'subtleness from 1 e - If
im.morality p,ctsts. she says t':"o. If vice' is prevaltf•t~. she
admits it. Some of her para, aphs are crudely out-' poken, ' .
aind are lacking in delicacy, b lt they are true. f. 'I J

Chin~. {ve know nothing1of you, think nothing · f!./ Y06,1 .\ -
and still we !declare that ,we e educated.. ' , j .

- I LENA WER .,
: . . ..1 . j 1

. .1,. 'A~ I~~I; N ,BOOK .. ':" " ,t
Gtvers o! Lif~L· )mma Franfh 1 Estabrook. ~mversity 4NeWt'

MeXICO Prjess. 1931. $1.2q. I . I' i.
. Of inter~sfbe.ca~seit is .t.:e first venture of .th~ .1 riiver-!

SIty of Newi MexH:ol\ Press 1 :to the ~ook pUbhs~I _ 'field'l
Mr~ Estabr,ok'~.lIttle book i as wo~ some. praIse1~tnong! .,.
eastern booli crItIcs and ~ea .rs. BrIef notI~es car. Ifd by I 1­

-4 Bo-S'\.on and INew York pap; s have been comme l~~orY.1
The borik was intended b 1 th;eauthor t<? serve a ~~ kind r I·

of guide b~>o~ to those visitin~j the Southwest,. and es .. e~i~.lIY ,
New M'exiico~ It is an introdf,Iction. to an _understan i.p.g of t i
the I~(lia~-tnot the Indian <i story and son.g , the ~vage I:,

, .wa:rwr, b:rare, andhunter-~ut the true IndIan, a J~llder,'\ "

artist, Philorher; and poet:!. Jill

1! :1
;" I it 1

! I . , i ~I
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Most of what Iit has to say is not new to those who have
sougJIt the truth. I The material has not been gathered to­
gether before, however, in so compact and handy ,a form,
designed especially for those who are n~t consciously seek­
ing truth about t Ie Indian, but who are very casual visitors
to an Indian land and who are very likely to come to New
Mexico with man misconceptions gathered from a miscel-

.r' laneous group of ources.
A striking p rt of the work is the lavish assortment of

illustrations, mos ly reproductions of photographs. These
fall into two gen "al classes as to their sources, as does all
of the material in the book. Part of them are New Me~dco

'scenes, only too familiar to those of us who dwell in ,the.
state. The others are very well selected. pictures of mu­
seums over the country, which have notable Indian- col-
,t) (I>

lections.
The author lives at Chestnut Hill, a suburb of Boston..

She has spent several summer seasons in New Me:xlico,
working with field schools and exc~ation camps. She :has '
been a student under Dr. Edgar L~ Hewett" who eontrib1!ltes .!
.a forewq;rd to her book. She is well acqua;inted with o1llier
leading American archaeologists and anthropologists.Sev­
eral of them have commented with favor upon the book.
. Judged for what it is intended to b~ the book fills a

genuine need, and is well adapted to renden a service where
such a service is much needed... .~

I

THREE VOLUMES WORTH REAIlING
j !

I. Mourning Becomes ElectUt,. A Trilogy-EUge~e O'Neill. Hora~e-' i

Liveright. 1931. $2.60. : . i
. I j

A theatrical success, yet thirteen acts and five hours
I

are needed to dev~lop the gloomy and at times sinister story'
-I '

Qf Mourning Becomes Electra! Only O'Njeill could do it! .
, The almost unanimous chorus of praise raised by,. the ... i'
critics overawes a reviewer. The dram~ is "heroi~ny. ·f

i thought o.ut ~nd m~gnificently wrought in istyle and struc- .1

'~ ' l
!

-'";-
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' gr.!.•.·. andds.ched~~ fgrai.;,dly.t fulfilled... It beJI·.·•.!~Sl the 1,1

mar 0 a rUJe an en urlng ~ea ness ... a great Pt ... !
It is stark, Unador.ned and s ,ong... It has', digni· and I

..--.lJlajes~y. .Elfc~ra if an a~hi:vement.which restor: s I:~he I !'

theatre to Its!hIgh estate."; '. ~, 1 i

, Mournin~ Becomes Elect b is the case history . fl the i .i
New England! Mannons, a prod , unloved, and loveles' fam- 1 . .

ily. Itssett\ID.g is their anceitral mansion, sItuate ~ . in a {
small New E~gland s~apor~. liThe, first act" of each ~f; ~he!" I
t~ee parts qf the trIlogy IS. plaYed before the ma k.:.1Ike i '
front ~of the house; the other~~ with one exception, . i~hinr

the h~:et::t~1:st at the cl~e of the Civil War•. :nierall
Ezra Mannon (his prototype ~s Agamemnon in the j reekf
legend) retu$s from the war,jis'pofsoneq by his wif. (thel
Clytemnestra~, who'i in his a*sence~ had become th' ~:nis-l
tres~ of. an updeSirab.le ~oor ~~lation o.f theMa~lI~on, (thej)
Aegisthus of; th~ GreekS). 'ripe' daughter LaVInIa' ~EleC-j ,
tra), possesserd of a fathe~ complex, urges revenge up ,nl her!
brother (Ore~tes), ,who has a ~oth~r eoniplex.Fina IYf, het
murders the :lover.. In her deSpair, the mother ~o mjt~

suicide. , Sister 'and brother tr~vel fO);. a year, then-: ~ t~rnJ
the brot~er s~ill ~au~ted by reforse ~nd tortured, by 'Ji..ip1
sane deSIre for hIS sIster. He 4j!nds' hIS troubles by sh' tln~

himself. The!sister'is le~t alon:rin the :mansion of Ha lej1aqd
Death to expIate her actIOns by self-torment. ' ~, "J

Mask~like fe-ces, illegal lote, lu,st, murder, reven' eJ 'in.,.
c~st, despair, suicide-a luridl~woven tapestrY"scaI:c i l:t ret
heved by,unhumorous comedy,!or,by the normallov~ ~ th~

only entirely. normal persons :lof the play" Peter, a ,dl .his
sister Hazel, for Lavinia andh~r brother.' '-.:' ..1

\ An interesting and i exc~1ting stdry. Tense I ctio~.
Careful copsiJructioll. Tig~t technic. I The dialog . ~allt
sounds nathr41.Thech.aractei seem at times a bit,m '. chan}­
ically controI1.;.ed' achieY1~ in ~~.e "flat" rather than '.. J. th~.·
"roundl," and: fail, for fe atJ1east, to ,become com, ~telY . '

· realized. O'Neill has lea~ed hrvi!y up?n the Orestei4 !trif =

• I 17 f 1
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ogy written by Aeschylus, the Athenian tragic poet of'the
fifth century B. C., but-the rue is worn with a diffeJ;'el;lce!, I

SInce I have not seen this play, everything I say about'
it must be discounted. _Still, I have not seen the Aeschylus
trilogy either, but it impresses me more powerfully and stirs
me more deeply. Where, in the modern trilogy, is the feel­
ing of singing exultation, the rapt moments, the burljling
beauty which supremely great tragedy gives to the reader?'
What of the tragic' pity and terror? I felt little of eitber. I

In fine, though the drama interested and excited me, it-did
not hold me spellbound. I miss in it the satisfying e1fect' .
of Beyond the Horizon, the poetic. intensity Qf tIle Grear~ .
God Brown, the poetic beauty of The Fou,ntai~. I mis~ the
O'Neill of the earlier plays!

But, the play must be read, and each rea~er must 'judge
it for himself. Perhaps my taste has been vitiated by too,
much reading of the 'Greeks, of Racine and'Corneille, o~ the
greater Elizabethians! - ' .

II. Matthias at the Door-By' Edwin Ar,lington Robinson. 'Minnie
Ma1,zOW'S Story, etc.-By John MasefiEHd. Macmillan. $1.75. and
$2.50, respectively. .. .

These two books are -here treated together because they
appeared almost simultaneously, were printed by the same
publisher, and represent the latest work of two Of the finest
poets of today, the first being an American, and the second
an Englishman. As regards the poems themselves, how~ver, ~

there is little similarity or even kinship between them.
Matthias at the Door is the story of a man, Matthias,

who, though apparently successlpl, at least in the eyes of
the world, is in reality a failure, but who, through the fail­
ures and deaths of three persons-a rival, his wife, and his
friend-stands upon the threshold of a true success, a
spiritual one. The "Door" symbolizes Death, which Mat­
thias is unable to enter because he had not been "born."
Like Browning, Robinson is more interested in the soul
states of his characters than in the external events of their..
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I· th t' i 'th B hiI. fj t d th t ilves, so a,.as WI row l~' , one mus rea e qeIf
m?r? than. OIice be~ore ~e re l izes its tr~e signifi :·nc~.
AgaIn, as In BrownIng, hIS peJ Ie have a power 6f, ' d a
de ight in, sel~-amilysis, and s~:', etim~s their rather y~-
ti utterances J!nake the poem 9 '~ufe and difficult. r

This story! is told in -some ~ enty-:five hundred Ii's QI
. ,.... P r

bl .nk verse,. Of all the maste,of blank verse, Rob son
sebms to me t~e most original'ljbutalso: if judged b : th~s
pdem, the <least! musical. He lik "run-on" lines, he is' o~
of "femlhine" kndhlgs, he fr~qu ntl~ supstitutes one ty e df
rhythm for an~fher, and often mes to a full pause wtthih
the line. Thu~, although his', I rse is fre~, vigorous1[an'd
flexible, it lac~s the smooth, e ien flow of such a po I~ as .
Shelley, f?r e.'9mp1e..It do~gite' however; a cliPP~. 'p(d
e~ect·w!nch ~s ~;n keepIng Wlt~ tve flo~ of modern hfe. )'O,e
mIsses In' thIS ~atest poem the QCCRslOnal passages of ute
be~uty 'and pa~.'.•,.' sion which distt;;.'guish his Lancelot 01..:h!s
TA"'J ot~am' !' . 'j, I ' "I I111'01". l 'i . i :

.The i.n.ten1.,.ional mrevity Of~~iS. review d.oes. not 'lo~
of many'quotations, Blfid-1.;)eside ~,the number of ihtere Itib:g
("'Intere's~ing !'f ,that word a: ,ost damns' the P.·. -h '
passages is so ,reat that it becofies very difficult, to ,<fit' o~e.
One must,1 thou1~h~ cit¢ some lin+ 'to,-give the reader a a~~e.;
of the man's ql/ilahty. I seleet, tjperefore, ,a part of th .last
conversat~on'b~.... tween Matthias t.ndhis dyinK friend, I:,'rm.

l
. ­

berlake. Timb~rlake ispeaks :. 'l·f ~
i' , I '".; ....1. We are like stairsl i .'~
For orie another's climbingJand are never
Quite ~old whlch way it is !hat we are going
While ~e are climbing.hig ~r, or think we are." 1

The somewhat Icryptic speech, ~he im~gery, the dept 1:

1

pf
thought, ~he. I09se r~,yt~,m, and, t!.e,' suggested beaut! ajrJ, fll
characterIstic of thIS p~e~. ~ ' '. ,I' ~

III.Masefi~ld's M~nnw Ma1Jtow's Story 1s the :fir , ~f
nine narrative poems and four dtamatic poems inCltide1. ~n
this latest volunie of the ~nglish ~.;oet laureate. Some 0, 1"tfle
tales are romantic, some realistic~ some humorous., "if

\w ·1 r
, jl I
t j j l-

I " 1.) 'i I
I d
l J. ' III

, ,
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One is unable to give an idea of even the subject. mat-
. ter of these poems, so varied are they. For me, t:tIe best- and

most readable are The Love Gift, Tristan's Singing, The
Rose of the World, and The Wild Swan. . In The .Rose 0,1 the
World and in The Wild Swan, the poet, it·seems to me,.fre­
quently recaptures the singing beauty. which made Dauber,

. I
The Hound of Hell, and other poems, so memorable. One

. .
finds this beauty, this true Masefield idiom, in such lines as
these: (Queen Eleanor has poisoned her rival, the, fair

t Rosamond. The White Sisters "wrought a white-rose Itomb
for her from loving thought," and)

"There every May the grass above her bosom
Is strown with hawthorn bloom and .apple-blossom.
And on the wild-rose spray the blackbirds sing

"0 Rase of all the World, b lovely thing."

There is the true note! . ~ .
A comparison between 'the two poets seems inevitable

and yet it is difficult to make such a comparison. Mas~field's

poems are so much more varied in form, including rhyming
I couplets, Chaucerian stanzas, octosyllabics, and even experi­
I ments in quantitative verse. Robinson's poem is entirely

in blank verse. The Masefield volume is perhaps half as
long again as that of Robinson. The dramatic and phil­
osophic predominate in Robinson, the narrative and lyrical·
in Masefield.· Robinson has more, depth ~nd intellectual
subtlety, M&sefield more of sensuous b~auty. Robinso:nhas

I more of a moqern note, is more disquieting; Masefield's
I interest is mor~ definitely in the past. Finally, though I

consider that both volumes are distinguished contributions
to contemporary. poetry, I do not feel that either poet has'
equalled in them .the best work of his best days. Lovers

.- ~

of Poetry, however, must read these two voluines; if for' no
other reason than their authorship, 'and, in reading them,
they will find enough of interest and beauty to repay them
abundantly.

GEORGE ST. CLAIR•

. !
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2'~e E.' of Ametiwa, by ;ames Trns: w A~~ ;

~ k I I . d· . I l~; I " . . t h to ·now 0t¥rse ves as In IVI ua.o IS a ways an In e:lf:¥s -
, " ing p IobIem ; t, know ourselvejas Americans require~ a

less s' ptle, bun a broader visi. n, a sweeping histo,cal
view ,10 discovet the basis of A ::erica.e outlook, chara ·:ter,
and' 0 inion to~ay. To show tte origin of "bigger nd
better l" ourattilude toward big ~usiness. "typically A ~ri­
c~n" haraeterirtics~, t~e "Amer~can Drea¥1" of, a be ~r,
rlc}:ler and happ~er lIfe IS what lv.ljr. Adam."as has attemp,; ed.

I section~ of jColonia~ Aqj1erica contributed to -I he
Am~r~~can Dreapt, b)lt ~he in~u~nce~f th~ ~ro~tier Jas
domIn, nt. Thai,economIc' .motIv~1 was Influential In br~,g-..
ing c onists fram overseas, butlithe hope of a better ~I nd,

. freer.! ife was ~,rese~t. The Tef'..,tonic intrusions .,into ',I,'.'. he·.·.
interi r came "lith 4 hatred of )' uropean oppression,; ni
hance I by AmeHca's treatment .nd .the frontierenviJf n-_
ment; despite aJ fm~roved econOlpic status, a hatred of "he
rich, d :veloped. I I ' ',l\ ,..~

T e traits df thrift and shr.: dness in New .Englajpd,
due t' ,insufficiebt 'c~pital, and th; scarcity of labor. ·,1 e
latter actor ~a~e h~rd work a _i~tue in all the colon~ ~.
Aesth' tic and intellectual interes s were discarded in he

• • 11 1. t:·
eighte nth centulry; there w'as. n ; time for the "frills"~of
life. he most ~am,gi'ng lega~y : f this period was a ~·s-.
respec for law+th~1r~sultof ob, ying only Parliament ~', y
act~ a were considertd'good. . I . - ~~

"T e Revolh~6n.~lear~d the I ay for a more c;ompl; te
realiz~ ·0.n of ··th~ Amer!can Drel'm, tInder· the teader~~p
.of Tho as Jefferson, 0pposed by] he supporters or. Ha ;11-
t . '·d~!, ,WIIonIan I eas,~ I -" " ~ .. . ~,

In'the y:earst of 1815-1830, t~ Mississippi Valley '~:~

the .real home. of! An:tericanism. l"he Americatr~m:'.le-,
came a part of ilIe very structur~ of the American',mI; d,

.and a pightmarj to some Easter~ers. The frontier ,i 13
marked by an e'1thusiastic youthfFness. "and succcsss 1a.,

; 5, ~ . ~
• '1 '~ , , ,

. .. , ! I
11 ~ ...

:1

J
~

~
H
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, thought of in materialistic terms. tinged with politics. Th~
}

fear of the money power took definite shape in the West.
Andrew Jackson ushered i~ a period of democratic

individualism in conflict with the frontier necessity of co­
operation and uniforD'\ity, and intolerance developed. The'
colossal size and wealth, of America was producing a new
civilization whicm recogDized no social barriers. -Of1timism '
became rampant; '''try'' was the watchword. The speedi~g

up process developed a nervous haste in the scramble for
wealth; greed was no motive, however, because Americans
were lavish with money-"take a chance" on getting more.
"Quantity" (along with wealth) was the meas~re of suc­
cess; "bigger and better." Boosting became corollary to
~bigger and better, and criticism was objected to as "kick­
ing." The American had emerg~d as a jack of all-trades;
self confident, superficial and ver~atile.

The frontier developed a willi~gness, more than eyer, to
overlook what we did not want to 'see; as culture became
non-essential, so did flowers, refinement, .etc. And the East,
also, began to throw overboard culture. .

A moral confusion ,·resulted from the expansion of the
older concept of work a~ a virtue into money making as a
virtue. If necessary to shade the deal, why not? Th~s wa~

the most potent influence for evil in American lif~an in­
evitable result 0] the Industrial Revolution and the Amed..
can Dream. ,

Lawlessness was more apparent, arid not lhnited to any
, one section. Our political philosophy had dealt wi~h the

rights of citizens, not the duties of. subjects. Am~ricans

I objected to enforcing the law agains~their "fellow 'sover~
: eigns"-a feeling that ranged from tbe Federal Congress

to the western' sheriff. Manifest ~estiny was beaoming
glimpsed: "Make way ! We are the People."

Some progress was made in education, literature and
idealism. The Ajmerican Dream linger~d in the upper Miss­
issippi Valley.

j'
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A quarter ~e~t1iry tter the gre It sectional conflct wit;, '
nessed the passing ~f th fronti~r. he campaign of' 1896f
marked the first failure f frontier. .y.olt against the domiJ'
nation of the,. East ~/ of agrarianism! versus industrialism

1
,1:

Coul~ .~~ffersoni~n !Id~mpcr~cy. and I he American Drea ,
survIve In a HalilIttllla!i economy? .' I

The twentie~h i cen ury produc j d concentration and'
monopoly of wealth! 0 r political" I~ ilosophy experienced}
a tllira break; we ~av had "slave~," "rebels," and,'now!:
"subjects." Why shpuld not the big c~tizen and the corpora~ .
tion tell ~he little Citize what to do . the ,post-,CivilWa~:
leader'~once~.of t'Th public be . mned·',t was_ modified] :
'into a benevole despot·sm; the big siness.leaders would! :
_rule the. country' s 1he elf;.appointe~ agents' of~he Div~nel'
Power. "T~~ Hanriltonian srstem; ad run FomPleteIYl,':
amu,ck · . . . '\ . .' t> "

Education was ~o help. Woodr w Wilson said "Youl l

.. ,know that with all oUr teaching, we tr in nobody; you know! '
that,..with all our i~8tfu~ions,we.educ.: te nobody.': ' I ,

Roosevelt, WIth'! hIS ~'square de~," and WIlson kept! ·
" ~ive the American Dream, but in a ldifferent field of en-!
. deavor. There was ~till a plain peop ~., but no frontier; itj

was an attempt to ~econ~truct the A,fnerican Dream in a1 ~

. big business era. Arid th¢~ the W.ar :ji an economic debacle;
for Europe, a moral~calatnlty· for us. 1. - . :

. A recklessness alnd a resllessnes ; ,has taken 'the place; "
of the \pre,,:War progfessing idealism. ~ We must define thE;!1
,values of the "good !life." America ~s still raw; and weI:
.have too m,any"yes-men!"'; ~ ~ '!

, The Ain~ricanAream .has been'~resent from the 'be-\
ginni~g. Success~ luprisings hav~ ~~q.urred under Jack-l
son, LID~oln, and B~tn to preser':~lt. flie !p"eatest struggle:
may be Just ahead: i Ithe effort of theii rdlnary man b;) re·l

.~ tain "life, liberty, anq the pursuit of h t ppiness." I
1ft
I J . i .
i ('1 '

1 ~ l~ .
I 't~"~
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