New Mexico Quarterly

Volume 2 | Issue 1 Article 18

1932

Book Reviews

University of New Mexico Press

Follow this and additional works at: https://digitalrepository.unm.edu/nmq

Recommended Citation

University of New Mexico Press. "Book Reviews." New Mexico Quarterly 2, 1 (1932). https://digitalrepositoryunm.edu/nmq/vol2/
iss1/18

This Book Review is brought to you for free and open access by the University of New Mexico Press at UNM Digital Repository. It has been accepted

for inclusion in New Mexico Quarterly by an authorized editor of UNM Digital Repository. For more information, please contact disc@unm.edu.


https://digitalrepository.unm.edu/nmq?utm_source=digitalrepository.unm.edu%2Fnmq%2Fvol2%2Fiss1%2F18&utm_medium=PDF&utm_campaign=PDFCoverPages
https://digitalrepository.unm.edu/nmq/vol2?utm_source=digitalrepository.unm.edu%2Fnmq%2Fvol2%2Fiss1%2F18&utm_medium=PDF&utm_campaign=PDFCoverPages
https://digitalrepository.unm.edu/nmq/vol2/iss1?utm_source=digitalrepository.unm.edu%2Fnmq%2Fvol2%2Fiss1%2F18&utm_medium=PDF&utm_campaign=PDFCoverPages
https://digitalrepository.unm.edu/nmq/vol2/iss1/18?utm_source=digitalrepository.unm.edu%2Fnmq%2Fvol2%2Fiss1%2F18&utm_medium=PDF&utm_campaign=PDFCoverPages
https://digitalrepository.unm.edu/nmq?utm_source=digitalrepository.unm.edu%2Fnmq%2Fvol2%2Fiss1%2F18&utm_medium=PDF&utm_campaign=PDFCoverPages
https://digitalrepository.unm.edu/nmq/vol2/iss1/18?utm_source=digitalrepository.unm.edu%2Fnmq%2Fvol2%2Fiss1%2F18&utm_medium=PDF&utm_campaign=PDFCoverPages
https://digitalrepository.unm.edu/nmq/vol2/iss1/18?utm_source=digitalrepository.unm.edu%2Fnmq%2Fvol2%2Fiss1%2F18&utm_medium=PDF&utm_campaign=PDFCoverPages
mailto:disc@unm.edu

»
: Book Reéews )

Bbok Revjf v

lews |

3

Relzywn in the Making—Alfred North Whltehead F.R.S., Fellow in!

the Trinity College in the University of Ca’mbndge and professor!
of philosophy in Harvard Universit§. M mlllan 1927

SCIENCE AND. RELIGIO

<

-~ It is many years smce Whitehead hlessed students of o
the world by his little book Introductzoéz to Mathematzcs——- o
.a thing delightful to read clear and lllummatmg Later, at; |
the ;height of his fame, as one of the ;world’s half dozen
greatest mathemat1c1a.ns, he collabor ed with - Bertrand |
Russell in producing the great work Priy czpw, Mathematica.

* In 1920, I had- the honor of meeting Whitehead and

very cultured and courteous ~ He lectured with a pleasant
'voice in careful perfect Engl‘ish On R¢ lativity, ‘he has his

hearing him lecture on Elnsteln S Relat vity. I met a man| |

own ideas, which d}ffer——thoug,h not semously——from those

of Einstein and Eddmgton
| Today, Whitehead is one’ of the

famous philosophers. He hag the advan;

osophers of a thorough understandlng

Most of Whltehead’s books are unin

who are unversed in the language of m
language to - which Whltehead hims
“argely, (as for instance, in his very |
Principles of Nutural
may be read with proﬁt by the unversed,
will be found dlfﬁculta For example

actual thing is to be hmlted An actua
_feeling-value, which is analyzable as
graded graspmg of the elements of t

perception.
of various elements, s
to the one actual fact.”;
| | S 8]

-
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nowledge ) Relﬂgzon in the Making | |
though in places, it || ||

h&e universe into the
unity of one fact. Thns grasplng together may be ealled a
The gradﬁng means the gradlng of relevance |
b far as concer?s their contrlbutlon 5
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world’s dozen most |
'age over most phil-
bf physical science.
telligible to.readers | |
dern philosophy—a ! |

has. contributed
| difficult book, The ;

p. 150) “To be an.}
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Though shqall enough to be perused in two hours, this

. book forms fgod for many nights of thought. It is 'théf' |
" ~ series of',four‘\Lowell lectures delivered in King’s Chapel,

Boston, in 1926. , PR

. Whitehead recognizes the language difficulty which, \1

+handicaps written philosophy. In Process and Reality he|
says: ‘Philpsophies can never hope finally to formulatel
these metaphysical first principles. Weakness of insight

-and deficiencies of language stand ih the way inexorably.
Words and phi‘ases must be stretched towards a generality'

- foreign to their ordinary usage; and however such elements
of language ke stabilized as technicalities, they nemaint
metaphores m tely appealing for an imaginative leap.”.

' Definitions are never evaded by Whitehead. Of reli-
gion he says: | (p. 14) “There is no agreement as to the‘
definition af religion in its most general sense, 1nclud1ngf
true and false religion; nor is there any agreement asto the!
valid religious behefs, nor even as to what we mean by the} -
truth of religion.” Then he gives his own definitions of!
religion: (p\15). “Religion is force of belief cleansing the
inward parts. For this reason, the primary religious virtue
is sincerity, a penetrating sincerity. ; el

“A religion on its doctrinal side can thus be deﬁned as
u a system of general truths which have the effect of trans-
forming character when they are sincerely held and v1v1d1y :
. apprehended.” - - .
(p. 16) “Religion is the art and the theory of the in-
‘ ternal life of man....” ’
. (p. 16) “Rehglon is What the individual does with hls '
. own solitariness.”
| o (p. 17) “Thus rehglon is sohtarlness and if you are
! never solitary you are never religious.” A
1 (p. 17) “Religion is by no means necessarlly goqd It
j may be, very evil. . . In your religious experience, the God
with Whom you have made terms may be the God of destruc-
tion .

|

i . . . ‘
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‘s e ' ‘ : :
! (p. 18) “Rehglan . exhibits four factors or sides of;|
; - itself. Th_ese factors are ritual,- emgc tion, behef ratlonal- :

ization.” i ——

“The order of the emergence of these “factors was in the
inverse order of theE depth of their religious importance:

- first ritual, then emqtlon, then belief, gthen rationalization.”
(p. 19) “It is not until belief and rationalization are}| :
well established that solitariness is i

, tutmg the heart of r[ehglous 1mporta I

pe.”? |

"(p. 20) “Ritual may be defined asithe habltual perform- ;

ance of definite actlpns which have no dlrect relevance tol]

~ the preservation of ‘the physical organisms of the actors.” B
(p. 22) “Ritual hs not the only way of artificially stimu-

lating emotion, ' Drugs are equally effective. . . .7 “.

among the Pe%mnsut was the religigus duty of the Klng, | -

" once a year, at some state festital in lhonour of Mlthrasi to] ,

appear in the templge intoxicated. | relic of the religious || -

awe at intoxication is the use ofi/wine at Communion

Service.” These quotations are descriptive as well as de-¢

- fining. It seems hardly possible to d"-aw a line between de-

sceription and dlﬁmtlon

The reader -expects from the bpok review  something |

more than quotatlons, yet tk(featu es of this little- book? '

may be disclosed very clearly and quickly by quotations.

(p. 28) “. . . this is the stage o rellglous evolution 1n;

which the masses of semi-civilized ht manity have halted— i,

the stage of satlsfaétor ritual and if satisfied belief with-

- out impulse towards higher thi: o LT

(p. 37) “Indeed history, do n t) the present day, is a

melancholy record: oif the horrorsikwhi¢h can attend religiont|

" human sacrifice, and in particular the slaughter of children, |

cannibalism, sensuail orgies, abject superstition, hatred asfl

_ between races, the anamtenance of degrading custom hy-

steria, bigotry, can all be laid to its c‘ arge. - Rehglon is the

last refuge of human savagery.” ¢ |

(p. 44) “But even today, the t p Cathohc religions of

. civilization are Christianity and Bu phlsm, and—if we aragg
0
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|

to judge by the comparison of their position now with what
it has been—both of them are in decay. They have lost
their ancient hold upon the world.” |

(p. 47) “The great rational religions are the outcome

of the emergence of a religious consciousness which is uni-* °

versal, as dlstlngulshed from tribal or even social. Because
it is. universal, it introduces. the note of solitariness” e e
“The reason of this connection between universality and
solitariness is that unlversallty is & dlsconnectlon from im-
mediate surroundings.”

(p. 48) “In the bodk of Job we find & man sufﬂerlng
from an almost fantastic array of the evils characteristic
of his times. He is tearing to pieces the sophism that all
is for the best in the best of possible worlds, and that the
justice of God is beautifully evident in everything that hap-
pens” . “No religion which, faces facts can minimize the
evils in the world, not merely the moral evil, but the pam
and the suffering.”

Whitehead takes here a bold attltude on the subJect '
of evil. In his Gifford Lectures a year or two later at
Edinburgh, he is even more bold, for he says (see Process
and Reality, p. 74), “The Leibnizian theory of the ‘best of -
possible worlds’ is an audacious fudge produced in order to -
save the face of a Creator constructed by contemporary‘ and
antecedent theologians.”

On pages 98 and 99 of Religion in the Making we find
an endeavor to save the face of the God constructed by
Whitehead :—*“Thus if God be an actual entity which enters
into every creative phase and yet is above change, He must
be exempt from internal inconsistency which'is the note of
evil” . ... “If we trace the evil in the world to the determin-
ism derlved from God, then the inconsistency in the world is *
derived from the consistency of God; also the incompletion
of the world is derivative from the completion of God.” The
incompletion of the temporal world “and its evil, show that
the temporal world is to be construed in terms of additional
formative elements which are not definable in the tet:ms
which are applicable to God.”

T1

https://digitalrepository.unm.edu/nmq/vola/iss1/18 ) : 4 .
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Thus not God, but some “additional formative ele-
ments” must take the blame for the evil there iszin the
world. The rea@er is left with a sense of dlsappom"tm‘enit

~ for whether the “additional format;we elements be calleg
by the name “Satan” or “Sinful man, or by any otheF'
name, Whit¢head has brought us n nearer to the solutiop
of the problem of evil. ‘ : ]

Perhaps-if we could read Wlth: learer 1ns1ght his defi- |

" nition of God we might better gr Sp Whitehead’s view of -
the origin qf evil. On page 90 he says that one of t |
“formative elements” of the “temporal world” is “T
- actual non-t mporal éntity whereby theg indetermination’ f
.mere creativity is transmuted intola déterminate freedom
Th1s non-tem;poral actual entity is Ewhat men call God—t e
supreme Goti of ratlonahzed rehglcm . ;

The last chap*t’ér (pp. 123 to 160) is a clear and veny
readable discussion of “Truth anE Criticism.” The i
portance of temotmn is not forgott?n “It i is not true, how-
ever, that we observe best when we are entirely devoid pf
emotion.” “THere are certain eingotlonal states which are
most favordbke for a’peculiar Congentration on topics of
religious 1ntbrest » Nevertheless,. ligious truth must e
.~ developed from knowledge acq 1 ed when our ordlna ¥,
senses and i tellectual operations ;Jarre at their hlghest pitchi
of discipline. To move one step om this posxtlon fowards |
the dark recesses of abnormal psychology is to surrender
* finally any hope of a solid foundatie n for religious doctrin x”‘ 3

The book is inspiring and thomght-provokmg It flogts - -

~ convention, yet 11: leaves no conyentlion shocked. Years and - 3
an inborn courtesy have bro htﬁ skill. ‘For example {p. '} ' .

© 158) “God is that function in the world by reason of which |
- i. our purposes are directed to ends which in our own cgn- N
: sciousness afe impartial as tg\o%%Wn interests. He is that
: element in life in virtue of which Judgment stretches beydnd *
© | Tacts of existence to values of eéxistence. He'is that element i
f f in virtue of. whieh our purposes gxtend beyond values Eor
: ourselves to valu% ’for others. He ;s that element in'vmbue .
.-:v-.,ﬂ , . - 1 ,f . 1

2 T
. B G
- N . ,
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1

of which the attainment of such a va_lue for others trans- |
| forms itself into value for ourselves.” - ' 1
| Here is shown very skillfully the reconciliation of the |
selfishness demanded by sanity and reason with the unself— "

- ishness demanded by religion.

Y SCTU

F. M. DENTON.

PORTRAIT oF CHINA
The Good Ea/rth * by Pearl S. Buck. The John Day Company

N Pearl S. Buck has always lived in China, except for the C
. time she spent in the United States when she was being .
~ educated. She studied at the Randolph-Macon College and
at Cornell University. She taught at the University of |
' Nanking, and the Government University of Nanking,
.. under two national regimes. She now lives in Nanking.
| The Good Earth is Mrs. Buck’s second published novel. |
 :She has contributed atticles and steries to various maga-
zines, among them The Atlantic Monthly, Nation, and Asia. '
The Good Earth is a genuine realistic display of life in -
the great “Sleeping Giant,” China! How little one knows of |
China; its people, life, customs, hafdships, and oddltles. ‘
The story deals with one man and his family. This |
family, however, is only a figure, which Mrs. Buck cleverly |
employs to deseribe the daily routine, thoughts, customs,
character and habits of the mass of China. ;
The plot—but then, is there a plot in this novel? If |
it is a plot, then it is a simple one. Wang Lung, the prin- |
cipal character, is a simple farmer, who is the only son of |
his father. Time and place? Pearl S. Buck gives ne1the1 of .
these. She is not seeking to entertair us with a light, win-
- sorhe, delighitful story that will arouse our enjoymernt and
. - cause our forgetfulness within a few hours! No! Pearl
8. Buck is trying to make us understand that Ching exists .
. —a powerful China, which is tied down with lack of educa-
|

*The Good Earth was previously reviewed in thé NEw Mexico QUARTERLY. How-
‘ever, this review, by a student, is so novel in its treatment, it is considered ' worthy
of publichtion here. —Editor.

https:// dig?ltalrepository.unm‘edu/nmq/volz/iss1/1 8 ’ - . j 6 ‘
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tion, lack.of ambition, lack of md ey, abundance of igmbrf
ance, abundance oof population, ang a{undance of hardships."
Wang Lung is about.to beco Ie one of the figures in. i’:h’e?,_
performance known as «Wedlock Such is.the openingj; of
the story. What a different marrt age from that of our aw
culture, and even that of the eflucated, wealthy Chinese
families. Wang Lung had neve}’,seen his bride. * All that

he knew about f:he ‘whole affair was this: He had pag ed
the stage of’ Chll}d d, and was now of a marriageable ge,
so his benevolent~tather had aFlwsed him that he mus
marry if the famlly of Lung wag to continue. A wife j

~ to the great heguse of Hwang, '
one of the servants ON\Was a{

House of Hwaﬁg. Olan bore him four chlldren, and ter
years of struggle and toil with ; the earth and soil, VYang
Lung prospered He bought lan 5, and more land, and
‘land. His aim an life seemed to pe to acqulre land and more
. land. He was @otally lackmg 1n;culture When he re hed

X luxury for him. ean-
vas to wait upon ‘the entire
family. His sqns had a satlsfa ory educatlon and ma;ried ‘
well. f j '

. In due tlrne Olan d1ed

Ca grandfather‘ he had acquire
Blossom was ngow fat and old. |
heart’s desire.E Through poven

- waded, and in ithe end, Wan

another woman. Heach
/ :young damsel became his
v1and wealth, this f

performed in life that which
heart, and yet he was a good,

Was that a serious or unus
! .-

onest and steadfast ‘;
al plot? ! !
h ‘ AN
m(/‘

N

= o ea- T e AU W Siezree
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Agam I repeat that Pearl S. Buck was not atte?nptmg o

to weave a plat. . She was not interested in Wang Lung,
Olan, Peach Blossom, or anyone else. She really wished;
to impress upon her public, that China is What it is and we‘
should know what it.is.
Interwoven among these weak characters, one reads;
the haggard mind of China; the tired face of China amd the !
. hoptless expression of despair. 4
Immorality, vice, habit, greed, ambltlon, selfishness,
paganism, fear, and cowardice may well be attributed to
China. i
I'must retract a statement that I have made. ' ;
There was/.one strong character in this simple little .
plot. ‘ - ‘
I am speaking of Olan.
Olan was a saint, a martyr, a woman of high ldeals |
and of unheard of patience. She loved and was rot'loved., ‘
* She served and knew no kindness. She bore troubles, WOr— |
‘ries and illness without emitting a Whlmper Oor one' Cross ;
word. ’ j
Was she too ignorant or stiipid and culture-lackmng to |
" . be worthy of attention or mention ? ’
-~ I do not think so. She was the product of a culture that
. was bred by patience, love and understanding. Her silent, -
impassive face was a mockery to the heautiful soul hidden
in that big coarse body.
o Olan, and those like her, are what make Chma Worthy
of improvement. : -
Thank you China, for breeding women like Olan! ;
Wang Lung deserves no mention. .He was a very com-
mon and ordinary man, who was possessed of all of the .
faults that are so present with all of us. ‘
Peach Blossom really merits no mention at all. She "
" is a parasite—the kind that one finds on the streets of eveéry |
city—all beauty of body and a complete blemish for a soul.
The rest of the family are ordinary; I leave them to
' your criticism. X _ .

YT Ty

I . :
« https://digitalrepository.unm.edu/nmq/vol2/iss1/18 : 8
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Now, 1

lives on, 11

life..

have_ séen Ching.
chaos of pretense and ignoraj
I do not know China
glimpse of 1t through ‘Pearl
I should! like to know mote aboutgt
The tltle, I suppose, was inspired by the fact thai

farmers Wonshl

e

\
l
ﬁ

I like "’th‘e work of Pearl
is. not a mry noted erter,

in its pitiful reality
1ce.
all. I have merely
. Buck and The Good

1. Buck So far as I kn
‘what httle I know

{
- in it

T
had a

i China

from, and d'es on the good%, earth] | The -
p the soil, forut is the soil that glvé

5 them

oW, she

\Earth. .

of her, |
It is

‘tate to wren
immorality g

admits it. S
and are lack

. |
LENA WERNER. , .

. Givers of szev?:-k &Jmma Franl h‘ .. University Lol{ New |
Mexico Pness 1981. $1.25. ; | 1 ,

of 1nteraest ‘because it is t; e first venture of thej,;riiver- i

sity of New: Mexico® Press ifito the book publishinig field, |

Mrs Estabr@ok’s little book has won some praise

eastern book critics and dea ors.  Brief notices cary

Boston and ‘New York pap s have been commemd tory.

The bo&q was intended b f the author to serve ad a kind |

of guide book to those v1s1t1ngI the Southwest and esg eklally

-New Mex1co; It is an introduction to an understanging of

the Indlan——not the Indian cﬁ story and song, the |sa
. . warrior, brawe and hunter—but the true Indian, a k

- artist, ph;loiopher, and poet. | ] [

i
6]

: |
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Most of what|it has to say is not new to those who have
sought the truth. The material has not been gathered to-
gether before, however, in so compact and handy .a form,
designed espec1ally for those who are not consciously seek-
ing truth about the Indian, but who are very casual visitors
to an Indian land, and who are very likely to come to New

' Mexico with many misconceptions gathered from a mlscel-

lections. ,
‘ The author lives at Chestnut Hill, a suburb of Boston.

" laneous group of sources. _
A striking part of the work is the lavish assortment of

illustrations, mostly reproductions of photographs. These
fall into two general classes as to their sources, as does all

of the material in the book. Part of them are New Mexico

scenes, only too familiar to those of us who dwell in the.
state. The others are very well selected pictures of mu-
seums over the country, which have notable Indian col-

She has spent several summer seasons in New Mexico,
working with field schools and excgyatlon camps. She has
been a student under Dr. Edgar L. Hewett, who contributes

a foreword to her book. She is well acquainted with other

leading American archaeologists and anthropologists. Sev-
eral of them have commented with favor upon the book.
- Judged for what it is intended to be, the book fills a

. genuine need, and is well adapted to render a service where

https:// ﬁigitalrepository.unm‘edu/nmq/_volz/iss1/18 -

such a service is much needed. - -

- Lo ~
THREE VOLUMES WORTH READ?ING |

I. Mourning Becomes E’lectm,.A Trilog'y——Eugen%e O’Neill. Hdra_c_:e
Liveright. 1931. $2.50. '

A theatrical success, yet thirteen acts and five hours
are needed to develop the gloomy and at times sinister story

thought out g%_md magnificently wrought instyle and struc-

of Mourning Becomes Electra! Only O‘Neill could do it!.
The almost unanimous chorus of praise raised by the -
critics overawes a reviewer. The drama is “heroically

10
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‘ture . .. A grand scheme graﬂdly fulﬁlled . It be 'S the | -
mark of a true and enduring g{reatness .a great pI?ry cen!
It is stark, unadorned and s rong. It has digni .,
‘majesty. Electra is an achi i vement which restors
theatre to its high estate.” * | -
Mourning Becomes Elect i«a is the case h1story 1
New Englandl Mannons, a prou 3 1
ily. Its settmg is their ancestral mans1on, situated- in a

small New England seaport. iThe ﬁrst act of each %)f the | I

" front ‘of the house the otherse with one exception, 3
the house 1tself ‘ga
The t1me is just at the cloise of the Civil War.
Ezra Mannon (his prototype is Agamemnon in the {Greek
legend) returéns from the war,!is' poisoned by his wife (the -
Cly’temnestra?l) who, in his absence, had become the mis-|
tress of an undes1ral)le poor relatmn of the Mannons (the, -
Aegisthus of the Greeks). The daughter Lavinia L{Elec— ‘
tra), possessed of a father com}lex, urges revenge upon her; -
brother (Orestes) , who has a mother complex. Fina ly[, he
murders the lover. - In her deSpalr, the mother commits
suicide. Sister and brother tr%,vel for.a year, then-teturn,
the brother still haunted by remorse and tortured by Kl}lt in-
sane desire for his sister. He ends his troubles by shpoting
- himself. The sisteris left alone in the mansion of Hafe and
Death to expiate her actions by self-torment. e
Mask-like faces, illegal love, lust, murder, revenﬁel 1n-
- cest, despair, sulclde——a lurldly woven tapestry, scarc‘ly re-
lieved by unhumorous comedy,’ =or by the normal love nf the
 only entirely normal persons i iof the play, . Peter ar d[ his
sister Hazel, for Lavinia and hér brother.
, An 1nterest1ng and excr;tmg stéry. Tense clcionjl.
" Careful construction. Tlght technic. 'The dialog usually
sounds natllral ‘The characterg seem at times a bit mchan}-
lcally controlled achieved in he “flat” rather than jn the
“round,” and fail, for me at least, to become completely
realized. O’Neill has leaned heavily u’poﬁ the Oresteid}'b "

‘ . ! - S
: |

o | .
e X A et it - i
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' ogy written by Aeschylus, the Athenian tragic poet of the
fifth century B. C., but—the rue is worn with a difference! -
Since I have not seen this play, everythlng 1 say about

it must be discounted. Still, I have not seen the Aeschylus
trilogy either, but it impresses me more powerfully and stirs
me more deeply. Where, in the modern trilogy, is the feel-
ing of singing exultation, the rapt moments, the burning
beauty which supremely great tragedy gives to the reader?
What of the tragic pity and terror? I felt little of either.

In fine, though the drama interested and excited me, it-did

f not hold me spellbound. I miss in it the satisfying effect’

of Beyond the Horizon, the poetic intensity of the Gfreat’”

'f

God Brown, the poetic beauty of The Fountain. I miss the

Q’Neill of the earlier plays!

But, the play must be read, and each reader must Judge
it for himself. Perhaps my taste has been vitiated by too
much reading of the Greeks, of Racine and Cornellle, of the
greater Ehzabethlans' '

II. Matthias at the Door—By Edwin Arlington Robinson. " Minnie
Maylow’s Story, etc.—By John Masefield. Macmglan $1.75 and
$2.50, respectively.

These two books are here treated together because they
appeared almost simultaneously, were printed by the same
publisher, and represent the latest work of two of the finest
poets of today, the first being an American, and the second
an Englishman. As regards the poems themselves, however,
there is little similarity or even kinship between them.

Matthias at the Door is the story of a man, Matthias,
who, though apparently successfpl, at least in the eyes of

the world, is in reality a failure, but who, through the fail-

ures and deaths of three persons—a rival, his wife, and his
friend—stands upon the threshold of a true success, a
spiritual one. The “Door” symbolizes Death, which Mat-

| thias is unable to enter because he had not been “born.”

Like Browning, Robinson is more interested in the soul
states of his characters than in the external events of t}ieir

1gitairepository.unm‘edu/nmq/volz/is's1/1 8
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' lives, so that, hs with Browhing, one must read the poem
more than once before he redlizes its true signifi nce
Agam, as in Browmng, his peoE le have a power of, j&
delight in, self-analysis, and s m
tic utterances make the poem obscure and difficult.
This storyr is told in -some f enty-ﬁve ‘hundred lmi

bl nk verse. ()f all the maste ; of blank verse, Robi son

etimes their rather

rhythm for anef‘her, and often
the hne Thus, although his’ .

hmes to a 'full pause

Shelley, for example It does gl{re, however, a cllpped
effect which is in keeping with the flow of modern life. |
misses in this | ]atest poem the eccasxonal passages of |
beauty and passwn Wh1ch dlst gulsh his La,ncelot or his
Tmstram a : T] 1

of many quotahons athaes1de
( “Interesﬁmg ”?  that word a,, ost damns the p_ m
- passages is so great that it becomes very difficult.to chi ose

One must, L though, cite some lines to give the reader a faste .-

of the man’s qﬁahty I seleet, tfherefore, a part of thellast

conversation between Matthlas hnd his dylng friend,. Tuh-

berlake. Tlmb srlake speaks :. ; . 4 ;_
« .{ e el We are like stairs| ;

For one another’s chmbmgi and are never
Quite éold which way it is that we are going
While we are climbing hig ler, or think we are.’

]
The somewhat |cryptic speech, ﬁhe imagery, the depthi of
thought, the loqse rhythm, and the suggested beauty aréje z?.ll
characteristic ot' this poem. |~ B

ITI. Masefield’s Minnie Maylow s Story is the ﬁrsrl of

" nine narrative poems and four dramatic poems 1nclud<;iﬂ E
this latest volume of the English poet laureate. Some of

tales are ramantie, some realistic some humorous.
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One is unable to g'ive an idea of even the subject ::mat'-

- ter of these poems, so varied are they. For me, the best and

most readable are The Love Gift, Tristan’s Singing, The
Rose of the World, and The Wild Swan. In The.Rose of the
World and in The Wild Swan, the poet, it-seems to me, fre-
quently recaptures the singing beauty. which made Dayber,
The Hound of Hell, and other poems, so memorable. , One
finds this béauty, this true Masefield idiom, in such lines as
these: (Queen Eleanor has poisoned her rival, the fair
Rosamond. The White Sisters “wrought & white-rose ?tomb
for her from loving thought,” and)

“There every May the grass above her bosom -
1§ strown with hawthorn bloom and apple-blossom.
And on the wild-rose spray the blackbirds sing

“0O Rose of all the World, O lovely thing.”

There is the true note!

- A comparison between the two poets seems inevitable
and yet it is difficult to make such a comparison. Masefield’s
poems are so much more varied in form, including rhyming
couplets, Chaucerian stanzas, octosyllabics, and even experi-
ments in quantitative verse. Robinson’s poem is entirely
in blank verse. The Masefield volume is perhaps half as
long again as that of Robinson. The dramatic and phil-
osophic predominate in Robinson, the narrative and lyrical
in Masefield. - Robinson has more depth and intellectual
subtlety, Masefield more of sensuous beauty. Robinson has
more of a modern note, is more disquieting; Masefield’s
interest is more definitely in the past. Finally, though I
consider that both volumes are distinguished contributions .
to contemporary poetry, I do not feel that either poet has’
equalled in them the best work of hlb best days. Lovers
of Poetry, however, must read these ‘two volumes, if for no
other reason than their authorship, and, in readihg them,
they will find enough of interest and beauty to repay them
abundantly.

GEORGE ST. CLAIR

https:// digitalreposjtory.u’hm‘edu/nmq/volz/iss1/18 v
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The E’pw of A'memca by James Trus w Ada ‘

o know oétrselves as indivi ual‘s is always an lnte i st-

" ing p roblem ; tof know ourselve §as Americans requlri; a
less subptle, but a broader visign, a sweeping h1stou;cal
view fo discover the basis of A ferlc outlook, character,

Y and’ opinion toéay To show t e origin of “bigger and
better"’ our attitude toward big husiness, “typically A erl-

can’ haracterl%tlcs, the “Amer ican Dreani” of a betger;:
richer and happuer life is what ir. Adamas has attempted.

1 sectlon? of Colomal Angxerlca contributed to§

American Dream, but the 1nﬂu{énce of the frontier was -

" domingnt. Thejeconomic motive) was influential in brimg—~ -
ing colonists from overseas, but !the hope of a better ‘ nd:

freer. life was éresept The Teutomc intrusions into |

interior came with a hatred of European oppression,

by Amex?icaé treatment 4nd .the frontier envirpn-
ment ;|despite an 1mproved econonguc status, a hatred of the

rich developed. J i |

T e traits of thrlft and shr

due to i

' latter

| 4
dness in New Englag-nd o

nth century, there was . ng

he most aam ging legacy of this period was a @

’_ respec for law—i—theTresult of ob ymg only Parhament‘
\ were consudered good.

e REVOhlﬁElOII leared the ‘

- realiza fion of “the Ar erican Dre}m under .the leaders, ip

.of Thomas Jefferson, opposed by
tonian ideas: 3
In the years of 1815- 1880 the MlSSlSSlppl Valley :
the real home of} Americanism. 'he American Dream ‘He-
camie a part of the very structuré of the American ml
.and a nightmare to some Easter ers. The frontier 3
marked by an enthu81ast1c youth mlness, and successs
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» thought of in materialistic terms tinged with politics. The

- fear of the money power took definite shape in the West.
Andrew Jackson ushered in a period of democratic

individualism in conflict with the frontier necessity of co-

operation and uniformity, and intolerance developed. The

colossal size and wealth of America was producing a new
civilization which recognized no social barriers. Op’tlmlsm
became rampant; “try”’ was the watchword. The speeding
up process developed a nervous haste in the scramble for
wealth; greed was no motive, however, because Americans
were lavish with money—*“take a chance” on getting more.
“Quantity” (along with wealth) was the measure of suc-
cess; “bigger and better.” Boosting became corollary to
sblgger and better, and criticism was obJected to as “kick-
ing.” The American had emerged as a jack of all trades;
self confident, superficial and versatile.

The frontier developed a willingness, more than ever, to
overlook what we did not want to ‘see; as culture became
non-essential, so did flowers, refinement, etc. And the East,
also, began to throw overboard culture. '

A moral confusion.resulted from the expansmn of the
older concept of work as a virtue into money making as a
virtue. If necessary to shade the deal, why not? This was
the most potent influence for evil in American life—an in-

evitable result of the Industrial Revolution and the Amerh— .

can Dream.

| Lawlessness was more apparent, and not limited to any
. -one section. Our political philosophy had dealt with the
 rights of citizens, not the duties of subjects. Americans
objected to enforcing the law againstatheir “fellow 'sover-
eigns”—a feeling that ranged from the Federal Congress

to the western sheriff. Manifest destlny was beGoming

glimpsed: “Make way! We are the people.” .

Some progress was made in education, literature and
idealism. The American Dream hngergd in the upper Miss-
1ss1pp1 Valley.

. ~ https://digitalrepository.unm.edu/nmq/vol2/igs1/18 - ’ 16
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nessed the passing é)f the frontier. The campaign of 1896
" marked the first failure of frontier volt against the domi-|
- nation of the East% of agrarianism! versus industrialism.|
‘ Could Jeﬁ’ersoman %dem cracy and fhe American Dream} :
survive in a Ha lt&' economy ? . . SR
: The twentieth | cenfury produced concentration andj|
monopoly of wealthi Our political. philosophy  experienced |
a third break; we {hav had “slaves,” “rebels,” and-now |
- “subjects.” Why shbuld not the big em’tlzen and the corpora-|
tion tell the little citizen what to do?- The post-Civil War!
leader’s-eoncept: of “Th publi¢ be damned’* was modlﬁed{
‘into a benevole despot sm ; the big husiness.leaders would |
rule the country‘as the elf-appomted agents of the D1v1ne .
Power. “The Hamlltoman system 'thad run completely |
amuck ... .” . " i
Educatlon was mo help. Woodr___'w Wllson said “You ;
' know that with all our teaching, we tr in nobody ; you know |
that, with all our mstEFuctlons, we educs te nobody.”
Roosevelt with: his ‘‘square de 1,” and Wilson kept |
apve the American Dream, but in a|different field of en-| |
- deavor There was stlll a plain peop e, but no frontier; it
was an attempt to J%econstruct the American Dream in a |
. big business era. And thén the War: ;| an economic debacle!
fér Europe, a moraﬂ@ca‘lafmty for us. | - S
A recklessness dnd a restlessnes§ has taken the place'_"f
. of the pre-War progressmg idealism. | We must define the ?
- values of the “good life.”” America is still raw,; and we1 :
-have too many “yes-men!” . ' 3 |
The Am{erlcan ream has b‘een%éresent from the be-i |
ginning. Successite luprisings have qir:c'urred under Jack- |
- son, Lineoln, and Bryan to preserve it. "The greatest struggle: |
may be just ahead: | [the effort of thelordinary man to re-
* tain “life, liberty, and the pursult of h2

A quarter century AEter the greng sectional conflet witd] -
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