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34° NEW M EX I CO Q VA R T E R L Y REV I E

SONNET

S ould I retreat within the house of years
SBending my life to save a little time,
Nersing with WIfinkled care the creeping fears
T rat shun the lamp and toward no window climb

~oU'ld this be me, or, useful, a disguise- .
A Ipretext cunning made to substitute
Fqr ardor, the courageous and unwise,
TPo eloquent to suffer and be mute?

A Icharacter-that creature with a shape­
Instrument of action, needs a frame;
House, ship-at-sea, landscape,
The scene described to vision dull or lame.

But Times an island in the sea of space
And spirits kindred meet there face to face.

WINTHROP PALMI
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