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What I Saw in America *i .
! .• t

., J

. B~ HE~RY WIGNY
I

W'k are arriving in Seattle~ which just~now we only
. touch, and a sho~ crossing of 81 miles ~.~ es us to Vie­
toria on Vancouver Isl~nds, British Columbi ~, It is a short

I- I ... - '.<

passage but how .magnHiicentJ The most magni' 'cent of fiords
, I

or inlets with quiet dee]j) wat~rJso deep that ,saw no chan-
nel buoys. On ,one sid~ the ichain of the Ca!cades and on

, , , 'I'
the other the Olympic lrange, pnd everywhe I: the, m~gTIi- .
ficent verdure of the no~h. l have sailed the." ay of Naples
and at Rio de Janeiro':', perljaps what I nowt;..:.~~e' still, sur- .....
passes them in beauty. i $t ., ~.

The salmon swarmS here, salmon with fir ~ rose colored
I '.'

flesh, since it lives in the salt water. We fi ed for them
I ,. ~ •

and ate them. I was told thaf near the mout, of streams
they fish for trout)·whi~ ta~e the cure as w; ,g ing to
the sea for iodine during vaeation.l.

. Victoria is 'a pleasirlg cit~ bnilt at the heaf of a ay. It
is very near the United: Stat~s but. never- heiess as kept

~ . its own British character. Th~ hotel in whic I' e housed
is immense, but not tal~, in fact only four stclries. Every­
thing is comfortable wi~h distinctly-reposefu ; luxury. Its

, vast parlors on the ground floor seem unawar ; of the trepi-
, dation of the great ·Ambricab ho1iiI lobbies. These latter,

with their ten elevators~ so~e e~r~~s which istop 'only at
ce~in floors, others)topping at every floor, +d ~~lways.in
motIon at full speed, 'i-enund one of a subway j tIon. LIfe
here seems organized at slower rhythm: at r rvals one
se.es a chambermaid dre~sed in the cap, Jich ~nd dress. of
Marie Antoinette. ThejStrnrlng beauty of t i' part of the
island: and the mild clnnate it! enjoys, makes t : city a quiet
vacation center. Its dri~es are eharmingly eHvened with
the verdure of flowers, and ·~t every turn of lhe road are

I ..i •

·magnifictent glimpsei-o{ the sea and the moun~: ins. "
• Tran8lated from "La Libre: Be)giq~e," BruaaeUs. Bellrium.lj by Dr. Jobn D.

Clark. University of New Mexico. Continbed from the May Qu LY. ..
~ . . .
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174] The NEW ~EXICO QUA~TERLY

Mtera few days I retun:ed to Seattle, that petl'of
the extreme west. I think I saw it and saw' it thoro+ghly,
a~~ felt its charm, thanks to the kindness of. friendr who
dId me the honors.' ',I

"To invite one is a great' responsibility," says Erillat
Savarino "It amounts to taking the responsibility J fbr the
happiness of the guest while he is under our roof."1 "'The
Americas, especially those of the west, rigorously o~serve.

the maxim of a Frenchman who has lived in the United,
. . I

States. Once you cross the hospitable threshold you are
honored, feted and cared for. They seek to safisf~ your
desires and to create desires in order to please you lj)y sat­
isfying them. ,You are enveloped with sympathedc cor­
dhdity, an<;i you depart froin him who waa unknown :to you
ye~terday with 'the feeling that you "ar'e leavingran old
fl'lend. 'r'.

People are cordial in the United ~tates, ign())!1ing in
public, places the disdain wh:ich prevails in Europe, as says
Daudet, between ri~e and 'prunes. I lunched in Yellow­
stone at the table with a family from California.. ~ ille end
of five minutes we were engaged in conversation: ~I, ~earned
that the man was a. confrere from San FranciscoJ : When
you pay the cashier in a restaurant you are greeted iwith a
pleasant, "Good morning, Sir." Taxi drivers are, heither
humble nor bold, which' I shall prove by citing the ~ollow­

ing incident:1 I was taking a long ride in New YorK. The
, I

traffic sig1)als are set at right angles.. Every half jrninute
the red light blocks the cars coming from one direct~on and
the green light signals to go ah~ad.:in the p~pendic~lardi­
rection. Stops are frequent. At tne ;first stop myIchauf­
feur confided to me that it was- hot, which was an irtdisput­
able fact. At the 'second he invited me to take off fuycoat
as he had done. At the third he offered me a Cigaret~ Some
companion! . . ',. '.'

Well, I saw Seattle, its animated business cen er and
its buildings, -its blocks, and ,>rectangular streets. Ameri-

".: ~ n·',.

." ...
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~ \ 1
c~ns like these right anglesl and- have 'them - tt any cost. As

• I l ir

proof of tlllis, some ,m(i)nths! ago a hill stopp )the construc-
tion of one of these straight thoroughfares.i %ey cut down

• b l

. the hill. The scar lef~ from cutting down ~bat great knob
wa~ .still visible:. 'cop.struftion gangs are Iinow removing
all SIgnS d:f the hIll. I I 1 Ii

.B~t the fine thi~g a?put Se~ttle is it1 s?rroundings,
consIstmg lof sumptuous VIlla.s set In the ver,.ure of gardens
'Yith, gardens overflo~ing ~ith 'flowers, vill' s built on the
bay and om nearby L~ke Wjashington.l
I In a 'well wooded! parR,' containing ma~ly flower beds,
are the many bUilding.s ofltheUniversitY .l Washington,
which has 11,000 sQ1.dents~ Yes, I saw th jewel of the
fron~ier thanks to the kinClness of friends,tlone of wh,om,
among~others was a l~y wio took me about~'1 'She was very

" intelligent and well informled, having trav ·00 widely and
she had a taste for thJ beaJtiful. . She loved ,her city and at
each spot of interest nlade the get ,out of the ~ar and admIre
the'country side. ',I I
3 • N:ow it happened: that at one of the s : ps we had to
enter a gaFden to enjof the iew. I It,wa~ no; enclose~. We
had scarcely gone a f~w st s,when an Imm,nse polIce dog
came tOWalrd us, hair 'i rais d and barking . grily. ~ I'll be
frank. I made an inglori us retreat~ Th 1lady, wIthout

,~ '. .

fear spoke! to the dog~ "he,o, hello, good d I , sweet boy/'.
The voice pleased the furio~s bea~t who wag,ed hi,S tail and
call1'e'up tol be patted. '~You~an go by/' she s : d. "I will hold "
the ,collar/' I went b~ neit~et' confiden.t no~ assured. The
owner came out a few minptes afterward cyrious to know .
t.hese strangers who :thus Ientered' his pr~rateproperty.
When he f(i)und that I eame I rom the other eJlt.d of the world

was still more. marvell(>us. I· 'I . '
But the arrange.ment o~ my trip permi' ed me to stop

.~. :t

only a few days, and I: had 10 depart for Yel pwstone.
Everyone has h~rd or this American II national p,ark

I "I I

II
I I
~ , .}

;1
i .j
~;' . 1*
II I

I •
J
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kept by law in its wild state. A friend put an auto at ur. dis­
posal and we were able to make the complete tour in( two
days, much less time than requi~ed by bus. A son '~ted as
guide. He was a student and a charming boy, who, going
along, told me his family history., "His family was large­
600 members. His great grandfather came to the \Vest in
a cov~red wagon in 1828 and had tiot less than 35 clhildren..
.Adopting the Mormon law he had :~arried five wi es. If ~

he had thus used, some say abused" marriage it as only
becauser-of the necessity of quickly, populating the i mense
solitudes. Polyga:my has disappeared. Never-the less to­
day marriage is contracted' differently than it is ith us.
They allow the affianced 'much more liberty.. The aw has
done away with many obstacles. In certain states ne can
pro-v,e legal mafriage by e~change of letters. The ease" of
union is, alas, f0110wed by easy divorce. ' '

, People who in those heroic days made the tri~ to the
extreme west were ·hardy. Alone in a cpun'try infes ed with
savages, they cultivated the land, gun alwa~s at h nd, and

.at evening when they read ,the, "family Bibl~ at tpe least
'barking of the dogs. they seized their weapons. he con­
quest of the soil ·could only have been maintafned y a nu­
merous race of strong, white men. The ancestor erected
histent where now stands a city. His descendant love to
tell of the times in whieh he lived.

Grandson Freddy guided the car with sure ha d. We
saw, the famous places, geysers of which there a e thou­
sands, from the large and even very large, whi.~p pIty every
58 minutes, throwing a stream of boiling- water 70 feet
into the air, to the small ones which fester at the sid s of the
paths. We saw the famous canyoh; its waterfalls, its tor­
rent, the lake and the forests. Ana the animalswh live at
liberty, and, not being hunted, have made peace w th man,
regaining earthly paradise. The beavers have da med a
river, the deer, the moose and elk brouse at the si e, of the
road. The bears come forward. upright to the c rs, and

- ,
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have an understandIng ~~bonaire mannent Onemu~ ,
touch them, for eve*ywh; re are sign~, "D; nger. Please do
not feed the beans."! Th; re is no harm i; thro.}Ving them .
bits of sugar, but t4e gr4at temptation c es to pat t eir
great furry ·heads. :The 1ilnimal might no! understand a
accident result. ' ,I ',. I. .'

,Great picturesqpe hOI els are station~,I throughout the
park. They serve travelers at their diffe 'ent- stages. We'
arrived the first ti~~ on Sunday evening. jMter dinner t~e·
guests assembled In ~a g~eat hall 'and' a :woung woman In V'
evening dress addre~sed the groUp. "rou ~me from every- .'
where and are of aU religious faiths, but ~ou all believe in .
God the Creator. _ HOw could one not beli4ve in God in the I

presence of these sublime: beauties which I~e has mven us -
to contemplate. Think of Him and glorify /JIis magnificence '
by beauty." And th<:ln Bach'and Beethove~lwereplayed and
old s.ongs were. sung", songs whic~ ex.altedllthe grandeur 9f
nature and Him whoihad createdit~l

, I

Next morning I 'found out that the- :o'nductor of the
services' was the" ~ashier. The young wo ,a!1 ,whose agile
fingers had caused ~he piaho to vibrate \waited ~on ;table
where I was seated. I She told me she w about tel leave

I , 1,
Yellewstone to resume her PQ~t as teacher Alask

Here is the explanation: the help is jompo almost
exclusiv~ly of stydents. The fine young In th open in­
telligent face ~ho' awakened me in the mo . . g in the little
cabin wher~ I was lodged, in keeping with t~e picture, was a
student. He enters, spe~king to me in French, for we are
pointed out as Europeans. ' He builds t~e fire. and pre­
pares hot water. whil~ we h?ld cord!al conversation.; He told
me ~hat, not beIng rIch, .thiS vaca~fon worki was v~ry use~uI
to hIm. I was strucj{ WIth the gaIety ,and,~ace.wlth whIch
they accepted work which, to us," woul;d seem menial.

. i - "Everywhere youth knows how to st.and th+s-e days, of trial,
. eating like a mad cow, but going about witl happy counten-
ance, and later remembering these hours f poverty as the

, ' , . ~ ,

e ,/, ;1
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178] The NEW MEXICO ,QUARTE'RLY I
I

~apPi~:~ years of their lives, an~-app;~i~~n~th~ .-Thil
is indeed American. To accept the divine law f labor,
whatever it be, if it is honorable, is not only a virtu ,it is to

::-
be admired.

Periods of denression which have come to' th United
States have cause~ this alternation of intellectual rid ,man­
ual work. A professor from one of the western, niversi­
ties told me that 70 per cent of his students were working
with their hands outside of class hou~s, and that this was

I nothing new, that he himself had done the sa e in his
! youth, being hi~ed as a jani~or in tlie un.iversity... e ~wept,

washed and cl$ned the class-rooms before havln lessons
in them. This,l continued until a Greek became student,

~ ,

and then the latter took over the work ,and from t e former
received lessons in Eng-lish and in mathematics.

I was to see this fine youth assembled once m r,e dn 1ffi.e
morning of my departure in the cars. They were gathered
at the platform and while the ~isitors took their seats the
young folks, as a chorus, "sang songs of farewell. I do not
know which I should admire the more-their b avery or
their beauty.

In general, Americans are very good-Iooki g. The
mixture of all bloods which go to make up their r ce b~ings

about happy results. The cocktail is a success.
Perhaps this courage of youth will be an e ement to

help America to come through the depression th which
it now struggles, a depression more severe than e er knowin
before, Fortune never having ceased to smile sine the Civil

War'lt is very grave. i saw begging in the st)etso TJe
manager of an ,important establishment, 'having clntacts aJlI
over the world, told me that in years of·prosperit his firm t

hired an average of 600 engineers a year, but nOf they are
letting out some of the personnel. The president /of a gre~t
bank told me that merchants had hard time to eet the~r

payments and that credit was restricted.
~

..
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, In the Rocky mountains I saw aba~doned' factories as
I looked from the car window. The littl!b agglomeration of

, 4

buildings of which the mill was 'the center was 'abandoned
by its occupants. In the cities are matW "To rent" sign~.·
The most beauti~ul, sp~ndid Em~ire Stat"e Building in New
York sees 70 per cent ~f its premises unbccupied. The im­
mense sumptuous motibn picture houses lhave plenty of va­
cant seats. The wife bf an engineer told me that -half of
her friends were from necessity going ilinto some sort of
trade. Some sold coal, othersgasbline, qthers fruit or pro­
duce. They retain thei~ social positidns, never-the-l~s,

their places in the bridge-or tennis clubs.! '. ,. ,I

But they must help keep the family ,not boiling for over
tl1ere even the high officers of industry 4re sometimes idle.
Contrary to us their hours of work have! been reduced and,
their salaries reduced in the same 'proportion.

, On the othe~ hand as we' were retu~ning, a ship's offi-
i

cer who was something of a woman ,hater, pointing out the
, !

large number of women passengers who wer~ on deck, said
bitterly, "The women outnumber the ~en seven to one.,
They go to Europe for a pleasant trip a*d to spend money

'in Paris, while their husbands at home ~ow thin sweating
dollars. It is the image of Ameriea." wpo believes it?

Be it as it may, many women work.l A long time age
they in~aded the universities. A profess:Or told me that at

•• Seattle' they were in the proportion of t~ree out of five of
the young people in college. They workl in offices and ar~
very well dr~ssed. At 11 in the morning:J was received by
a secretary of a fihancier, who wore an afternoon gown. I
was almost ashamed of my sport coat. ' If the depression im­
poses restrictions upon the women, these do 'not extend to,
the'domain of seeking admiration.,

However, the depression is there. The United States
is going through di~cult times, aggravated by th~ impt,"ovi- ­
dence of people who had been fortunate~ " A professor in
Philadelphia, who knows Europe well told me that careless-'

"
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:ness about the future was much more general in hiscoJlntry
ithan in ours. We try to plan in advance, bu.t- over here,in
! summer they forget the north wind.

I

i The 'American ambition is to have a good tim. This!
means to enjoy life during the days of good fortun , spend-i

I ing, going to .Europe, buying automobiles, whicn g I on andl
! on, until overdriven and worn out they fake the to thel
cemeteries ad hoc. These auto grave yards. are merous)

i and in seeing these old wrecks going to dust, I thou t of th~
rag gatherers who pick over the rubbish of our citi s to find!
a few old nails. Good times are the immediate ealizabl~
ambition, and, paid for or ·on credit, symbolize an intrepid

- I

materialistic civilization. The expressions l "I wi l.t you ~

good time," or "Have a good time," are often used. A good
time is charming but fugitive. Once passed the cy e begin~
again. . -. I

At the moment, Fortune has t~rned its bad Ste. Th~

j number of unemployed is sad to see. In certain· dustHal
states, such as Montana, the slower trains are som .times i~

, vaded by those out of wdrk. They 'hang to the $teps and
: climb to the roofs, and go with the train, not knowirit
, where, but in the deceptive hope toward more cle ent life.

The train cJiews cannot prevent it...
Will this misery lead to graver things? .Its s ggestiona

are always pernicious. In New York in a pu lic plac~,
. I

Union Square, where speech is absolutely free, i cendiary
speeches are made, so they ten"me. Other places ave thdr
outbursts, but the country is so large that the· di urbances
at one point wear out and~ beC'ome imp.erceptible i a certain
number of miles, and vaporize in space. Moreov the pro­
tective forces of this great nation are a~ple, com isiI!g not
only the federal forces but. the indepenQ.ent Natio al Gua!d
of each State. This protection is ·aUgniented y wealth,
wealth of national resources in a scarcely popul ted coun­
try, where it seems impossibleoth~t anyone can'll ck bread.

. ,
There is a wealth of national income little bur ned with

,...

J
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the charges which so ruin ours. The tax burden would be
light arid easy and the national budget would be easily bal­
anced were it not for the thoughtless gesture of grants of
large bonuses to the soldiers engaged in the war, grants
given whether they are incapacitated or not, and even if
they never crossed the Atlantic. .b .

: For a visitor to that country the h~ppy consequence of,
the present situation is the 19wered cost of living. I had

• left hOIr!,e-with the conviction thatthe cost of living was two
or two and one-half times what it is with us. This convic-
tion had to be much revamped. I-

The large stores have."sales," certain articles are more _
expensive than· ours but not much, -others are noticably
cheaper. Postage and, for long journeys, the railroads
cost less than in Europe. The present hard times have
kindled a faith among the Americans in older economic
conceptions: many are ready to repudiate theories which
have been found faulty. I have come to this 'conviction
from numerous conversations.. I had the pleasure of being
applauded when I was asked to ~peaK in public; and when,
at ~rst timidly, and then more forcefully, I upheld the classi­
cal political -economy of the interdependence\ of peoples and
of free trade. Have the times changed?" Are these only
the firstsymptom.s which thoughtful people are showing?
Who can tell? Let us hope. .

But I notice that I left Yellowstone some ti:t~ne ago.
Some days on the train and We are inNew Yor~. We are.
now near home. Only a crossing 0'£ the ocean remains.' We
go aboard a ship loaded with people. The departure is a tu­
mult.. There' are many passengers and there are many'
friends on board to bid them good qye, "Hello, Hello, Bon
Voyage." Handkerchiefs wave and they throw confetti and
streamers~ Some women cry. Then we separate, perhaps for
a short time, perhaps forever. From time to time comes a'
whistle. .It is the last expressien of enthusiasm. At sport
events or in the theatre th~y express great pleasure ,by whis-

9
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tlIng, and whistling is too harsh. The sportsmJ ~r artist
deserves being praised in a better manner. ±
' It is five o'clock. At home it is ten and night as come.
~ew York is still in the glol,"Y of a beautiful su mer SUB.

Ther~ fi~es.before us and for the last- t,ime the cOl1ssal mass
of buIldIngs. '- I

Then it "fades in the distance, and then the ore van-
ishes. .

And seeing the coast of this country vanish, hiscoun­
try in which I spent so many magnificent ho rs, even
though the proW of the ship is turned toward y native

.land, and though at the forem~st there floats the str~amer
of three.colors, I cannot prevent ~ear!felt emot~on fhich
comes WIth every departure. I thInk of the placees where
I was s~ happy, and'which, probably, I s~alI neve'F' e'~~ain,
alas never, never more. '

p

Perception
MARY DENGLER HUDGINS

I wandered down,an eerie path last night
•

Feeling my way with slow, uncertain feet
And to my eager nostrils came the sweet
Fresh fragrance of the water, but my sight"
All unaccustomed to the lack o~ light ,
Perceived 'but vaguely. Then I heard the ~e t
Mad dash of water as it rushed to meet
Some far off river in its eager flight. ,

, '

You laugh at naiads dwelling in a stream
And in your worldly wisdpm ~ock at me,
And call my faith a simple childi.shness?
I swear, that ni.ght I saw their bodies gleam
Milk white, and heard their new pitched mi ftraley
And felt their presence like a warm caress.

s
.,

• I
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