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By J B. MONTGOMERY-M ~GOVERN

PEAKING of Voltalre}} V. I W\elj:; siys “In his tlme, (asi!
perhaps in all times) it was dange{rous to tell the truth

for men live by lies.”|

_ Is it dangerous mtAmerlca in the year of grace, 1932"1
Is it dangerous eveni to say: “I don"ft know I’m not fool.;‘j}

enough to be dogmatlc”" : 1

~ Three years ago, I should have denied that this was pos-
sible. I had been away. from America, ffor many years. No, jj|
I had not forgotten the America of thf 1900-1910 era. Un- |

fortunately, I am old.enough to reme er it. “But a “vigor- i

ous and growmg” country ‘ musf expand—otherwise
than merely terrltorlally—-un a quartez; of a century.

I thought: If, by casual references to evolution—in j
- the biological sense—Tor to certain modern hypotheses to the

effect that deprawty may possibly bé due to causes other
than the machlnatlons of a personal devﬂ I shock old ladies
from provmcral smaJll towns, in thls ‘older and more con-
servative country,” Q)r those . members of the clergy whose

thinking runs in molds created by g‘spmtual fathers”’ of -
long dead gener.atloms, in a land wheré church and state are:
one—well, at any rate, in a “young and 1nte11ectually eager |
country” (how often I had heard America called that by |
my compatriots more recen? “come bver”) I shall be less ?

“cribb’ d, cabin’d, and confin

The American of today, T thought, i “willing to taste |

any drink once’’; efven to experlmeri’c with strange ones.
“America,” I had recently heard an-Amerlcan far more

familiar with present-day Amerlca than I, say, “is not a|

land of old ladies. ”f . e

Good! I thought. If Americans of today, ‘Broadly
speaking, lack the sgavﬂ:y of manner, the grace, the dignity, I
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of the better type of old ladies, at least they will not throw
up their hand in horror at attitudes of mind, points of view
which were not the mode in the days of good Queen Victoria
and of dear General Grant, or even those of the first, days
of the present century:

True, just before I left the older country, a “Don” of
one of the older universities of this older country laughingly
had said: “So this trip is going to take you to the country
where monkeyvilles flourish. I wonder what seeds of heresy
you will sow there.”

I was indignant. “I am not going to a tiny backwoods
village in what you call the ‘Bible Belt,” ” I retorted. “I am
going to the large cities of the Atlantic Coast. People there
really don’t lasso buffaloes in the streets, or—" - .

“But you told me, yourself,” he began, “when you were
at school in—" he mentioned a certam famous NeW England
town.

s “But that is longer ago than I like to remember.
America prides herself upon being a land of progress, you
know,” I reminded him. *“Times—

“ ‘Times is changed says the-dog’s meat man,
‘Lights’is riz,” says the dog’s meat man,’
he hummed friviously to a tune just then popular. (“Dons”
do not always talk in Latin tags).

Still T came back to America expecting to ﬁnd other
things than prices “riz.” America was not a land, I had
been assured, Where people lived in the day before yes-
terday.

I have been back in America a little over three years.
A part of this time I have spent in New England, a part in
the Middle Atlantic States, a part in the'South, a part in the
Middle West; just now I am in the Rocky Mountain region.
With the exception of the Pacific Coast, I have been, since
my return, in practically all parts of this geographically
vast country. Some time was spent in Americd’s two larg-
est, and probably most cosmopolitan, cities, New York and
Chicago. _ -
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WHITHER AMEgRICA? '[415m

Circﬁmstances have thrgwn me, to a great extent, wit
university ‘men and womeh.\ What I have learned of th)

American v1eWp01r1t of the present. day—I am speaking co
lectively, not of that of exceptlona! individuals—has bee
learned not from; the *‘*newly-lande;d immigrant, or fro
that convenient friend, “the man mg;the street.”

- Noram I consldermg the poinf; of view 6f the man

-woman recently ‘?come East” from Cross Roads, Missig

sippi; Main Street, Minnesota ; or ﬂ?ed Dog, Arizona.
What I have§ gathered has been from contact wi
people of educatxon ‘whose cultural background, if not birt
has been “Eastern —a point regard‘mg which it seems, wi
the majority, the proper thing to be proud. Many of the
. people are engaged in teaching, in; passing on intact the

particular brand pf culture to the younger generation of -
Americans, in mstllhng “loyalty tojtradition,” with emphd -
sis on “tradition.’ ’” (Are the psycho-analysts right: That
. because America is a young country, she gamsv compensi—

’

tion” by stressing tradition?) | .
I am not talklng about teach

in the American ugse of this ter
-of the machinery of the present &
: had heard somethlng ( How true o how f lse this heres

TS in the»public school:
Df.the cut-and-driedne

als% I had heard somethlng—mu in fact—of the hig

standards of the: prlvate schools q@f America, those of the
‘ better sort’ of the attentlon given ‘these schools to the in-

the cultlvatlon of: h1s 1n1t1at1ve—-oé of hers.

It came as something of a sho‘fﬁf*therefore, to hear t
. pru;clpal of one of the most “se}ect” of these schools wit
degree, but three, from well kno astern colleges—say [t¢

a lecturer on anthropology : “Of ¢ oFtrse let the girls see thai
,hll study of anthropology leads-up;

the environs of New York Cit -—a woman holding not one

o Christianity.”

|
|

“Why, it doesn’t ” the lecturer gasped. . ]i )
I
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“But it must,” the principal insisted. “Thls is a Chris-
tian school. Not sectarian; we are very lgroad-mmded But
your own research—you say you have studied comparatlve
religions—must have taught you that all heathen myths and
customs—all other ‘religions,” if you will, all codes of
morals, if they are really morals, lead uip to Christianity.
That is obvious.” The lady’s lips closed determinedly.
There was to be no foolishness about this matter.

A sort of Procrustean bed, apparently. If the result
of research did not fit the tradition-that-must-be-maintained
of the school, and that accepted by the best families, in this
best of all countries, why so much the worse for research.
So much the more must the lecturer beware of touching

~  upon any point which conflicted with tradition. Yet money
‘was collected in this school, both from teachers and pupils—
those who did not subscribe were made to feel distinetly un-
comfortable—for foreign missions; for the teaching of the
heathen, among other things, the wickedness of holding to
tribal tradition and taboo. The heathen are unfortunately
unprogressive when left to their own sloth of mind and their
childish folly, the folly of considering their religion, the re-
ligion of their fathers, superior to that of other people’s’
fathers.

On another occasion this same lecturer was asked by
another “educator,” a lady of “old American” family—pre-
Revolutionary, as she took pains to det it be known—there
was no intermingling with ignorant immigrant stock in
her line of long descent—“What record have anthropolo—
gists of the earliest man?”

The answer naturally had to do with the J ava skull—
our old friend Pithecanthropus. Also with the gentleman
from Piltdown, and with eoliths, and other matters now
scarcely more exciting than comments upon the weather,
and rather less provocative of discussion than the relative
merits of different sorts of fishbait. '

The lecturer had anticipated, from the lady’s—the

_ “educator’s”—somewhat agitated interest in the matter

L vy ——
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that perhaps she had some theory to urge in regard tojithe
" presence of “dawn-man” in America. Perhaps she wag re-
sentful that mention of America had been omitted. [The
greater was the lecturer’s surersef,/ therefore, to find ghat
the “educator’ s” agitation had q‘ulte a different basis.
“It is 1mpess1ble that you Fare telling the truth,”|she
said, “for the Bible gives one dlstlnctly to understand fthat
" the Garden of Eden was”—The *educator” held forth ipon
the lecturer’s 1mp1ety for not having given Mesopotamid, or, ™
at least, some part of Asia ManE' as the site of the finding
of the fragments of Pithecanthropus Erectus. |
Poor zthecanthropus' It really was reprehenSIbF of
h1m to have been careless enough to leave scraps of himself
1i"lands other than those mentioned in Sacred- History.]|
The “educator, whose aglt?tlon came as a slightsur-
prise—No, gentle reader, she was not from the “dark bielt’”’ ;
she had a contempt for the South hecause of its gener ? ig-
norance and la¢k of enlighténment; she was from New|En-
gland. “All S¢utherners,” she sald “are backward. They
are poor 1ntellectually They ; ve"to come to us for jedu-
cation—those of them that want any§ ‘
There ﬂashed across the lect urer ’s. mind the recollection
of having seeni at the South, w le the before-the-CivililWar .
Rich were still, as the aftermath/of that war, very poorz—too -
poor to send thelr daughters to the only schools that were,
from the Southern point of v1epv, then possible for: gnrls—
mothers acting as teachers. Thzese mother-teachers—gome, -
- at any rate, who came promptlyg to mind—would teach their
small chlldren gathered about their knees—not, “Linejupon
Line,” but in slmple language, éleanmgs from The D _' cent
of Man and from Origin of peczes before the children, -
themselves, were able to.read * ong words.” (By thejway,
has a Chzldrets Darwin Wltten? There seems
nothing that fascinates childreni morethan the story of evo-
lutlon simply told.) ) ‘
 Yet Southerners, and app rently all not blessed
the “backgroy[md and tradition of Puritan culture,’

with
are,

—

, Published by UNM Digital Reposito’ry, 1932

§
P
H

L S NSO S ST




New Mexico Quarter'ly, Vol. 2 [1932], Iss. 2,5Art. 8

164] The NEW MEXICO QUARTERLY -

from the pomt of view of the average NeW Englander, even
the educated, poor in other ‘than material possessions. One
illusion lost, namely: that there is little or no provincialism
left in America. “The radio, the airplane, and most of all,
the automobile have done away with sectional prejudice,” I
- had frequently been told. '

What type of genus homo Amemca/nus ‘had Artemus
Ward, one wonders, in mind when he said: “The trouble
with most people ain’t that they don’t know, but that they
know so much that ain’t so.”

This smug complacency, this dogmatic laymg-down of

. the lgw, this knowing what either “ain’t so,” or what at
least, is highly problematical, is not the exclusively peroga-
tive of the present-day American, certainly. It is much in
evidence in the “mother country,” Anglo-Saxonly speaking,
and in a]l the pink-colored portions of the world’s map. (Is
it the contribution which the mentally middle-class Anglo-
Saxon has made to the world-psyche?) But America, one
is told constantly—and truly, judging from the babel of
non-English togues and the sight of “foreign” faces in the
larger cities—is no longer purely Anglo-Saxon. It is the
“melting-pot of the races.” '

So was Italy, northern Italy, certainly, in the days of
the Renaissance. The fusion of breeds into breed, quick
with the energy dleany, the clash of race upon race, that of
the various branches of the Caucasian at least, tends to pro-
duce genius, one is told, as the clash of steel upon flint pro-’
duces flame. .

Is it so in America? Has this fusmn of breed produced
a people eager in the quest of things of the mind and the
spirit, as in Renaissance Italy? Nordic and Celt, Slav,
Latin, and Semite, seeking in the New World “broader
scope,” “wider outlet”’—these phrases have become plati-
tudes. Have they found this—along other than money-get-
ting lines? Have they in turn, given a wider horizon, or

~~ an eagerness to glimpse this, to.the “old American stock”?

https://digitalrepository.unm.edu/nmgq/vol2/fiss2/8
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_cities of the Adriatic were concerned, Oriental, as well; was .
the Italy of the thirteenth cen&ury, in which was born a -
civilization, s}iort-hved in its fiowering, measured by ' cen-
turies, but more brilliant probably than any the world has
“known since the time of the Gre?,ek city-states; which e ’]rher )
civilization, too, owed much to fusion of bloods, 1f the, rTsults

Nordic, Aﬁpine, and Latin, end certainly as far ?5 the

of recent research are to be trusted. ' | 7
But in America what—apdrt from had manners-!i—has
this fusion of blood produced? . (And mcfﬂentally, the
bad manners? Compare the ma’ ners the Itallan pe pant, °
or the Portuguese on his native soil, man,|w
"those of the same man or w an l.anted.;to the|
of “wider opportumty ” Is soxﬂie i
air, or in the! % soil-——that transforms courtesy and n?
peasant dignity to insolence andEp ow-off braggadocio?)
Renaissantce Italy, true enplgh, where. also racej was
super-lmposedt upon race, had|its *spots.” Apart from
other doings, or leavings~undone, men, even the gres test )
- were not above\pettiness—jealouisy, personal hates, v iadic-
tiveness. YetE these men, whether great lovers or great
haters—or both were not afraid of IDEAS; did not &
* in dread of the charted sea before it had become the gom-
mon highway. | E |
" Is the New ‘World, the mod rn “meltmg—pot "’ inca
of producing men of new visiox 1, of creative power, A
‘intellectual hnes ‘of passionate sincerity? The air’of Amer-- |
ica is said to be stimulating, ami tainly as regards stim- ~ !
- ulation to phys1cal energy, it i§. Can it not stimulate to
daring of mlnd" Such darmg }s is required, apparently,
for the entertammg of a new ide —one not connected with
“business efﬁclency”" Or 'to codrage? Courage enough to
be oneself; notEan imitation of gnother? Mus} every idea,
every theory or‘ tentative belief, pear the stamp of apprpval
of a hundred m‘llhon before in this coyntry, at the present

tive

i
X

g o

. _ e -
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time, it is “safe” to hold it? “One does not like to be con-

- sidered a crank, you know, different from other people.” A
thousand times since my return I have /beard this remark, or
one of similar purport.

* This cringing fear of being “dlﬁ"erent”' - It is this, per-
haps, which more than anything else strikes the returnmg
exile. Not only is this spirit inculcated and nurtured in the
most highly recommended schools, Whersem the young are
trained to be one-hundred-per—cent-Amerlcans, but it is re-
flected in the advertising pages of the most widely read
magazines, pages more enlightening than those devoted to
reading matter, as to the point of view, the mental horizon,
of the literate American public. Interspersed with adver-
tisements of near-silk and near-pearls which, “even to the
eye of the expert,” can not be detected from real ones, are
advertisements of Somebody’s Scrap-Book, or Somebody
Else’s short and cheap correspondence course, by which
Everyman can talk like Every Other Man ; be interested and.

*“appear at home” in the same subjects ds Evéry Other Man,
That to talk like Everyman, himself, be interested and-
“appear at home” in subjects which are of genuine, not

imitation, interest to himself, might be of more vital value
'to. Mr. Everyman; that by cultivating his own interests—
surely no soul, in America, or elsewheré, can be utterly bar-

ren—he might be less of a bore to himself, also to his lis-

teners, never seems to occur to MrL Everyman, to his wife,

or to the advertlser
One is inclined to long—is tempted to say one wishes

one had the right to use the word “homesick’”’—for, those -

sections of France, of Austria, or other continental.coun-
‘tries, where the inhabitants of each district, often of each
village, are recognized by their dlstmcsﬁlve dress, distinctive
dialect, distinctive dances, and frequenjtly distinctive forms
of religious worship. The silver buttons that adorn the
waistcoats of the men are genume as fﬁ the homespun stuff

4
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of which the dresses of the womén are made. There is no
near-silk, no dol;lar-store pearls w%hich “cannot be detected”
from those costlng ten thousand; dellars. And as regards
religion, Whetheir the worship be that of the Blessed Virgin,
or of the Goddess Perchta—a Ty» olearf and Salzkammengut
version of Freya of old—or, as in these districts not infre-
quently happens, a comblnatlonéof the worship of beth, 3
this worship is genulne The hllﬂs are ablaze with fires on @
the eve of St. J'th s. Day, herbs are ‘hung in the barn to.

‘avert the wrath jof the dangerous F&Perchta, that she may not
cause the cattle{to be barren; villages are gay with cere-

- monial dances performed in her’honor not because thpse
who light fires, Eor hang herbs, or dance, may be indistin-
guishable in mental mould or in glass of fashion from [the
folk living in V1Eenna or in Paris, gbut because ,sluch form
worship is the outward and visible sign of an inner spjrit
which is itself; yvhlch is not an %presslon of imitation lbe-
lief, or of imitation interest in thi gs which belong to mi
moulded in different form. é\ - : R
' The consequence is that such countries—those w
genumeness ex1§ts however eltﬂbr' ﬁnanclally or SOCl

sense that, dlsappomtlng, humlhatnng, even, as 1t is to ad
this, America aii the present tlme does not—to the hor e-
comer long expatriated. :
Why pretend to be 1nterested3 in what, in reality bores
you? Or pretend to believe what grou do not? What is the
object? One is, inclined to cry; lwith Voltaire, “Ecrasez
Vinfame!”~ Surely hypocrlsy is less admlrable than
“dlfferentness”' 3 : ‘ |

gef

tain- fashionable gxrl’s boardlng-scilool because Mrs.—, }
principal, taughtf Biblical history : gso that her daughter ;
longer questioned the actuality of OId Testament statemen ts
—Baalam and the Ass and other harratlves of equal sa c-
tlty—-or the Insplratlon of the S)acred Book as awhi te

‘: t
. ) s a : . :
» - 4 . i
1
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“Not that I, myself, believe in it all—quite,” she admitted,
“but it would be dangerous to allow girlsito doubt.”
“Why ?”’; I asked.
“Well, you know—-."
But I didn’t know. And don’t kno . I am stillwon-
dering wherein the danger lies for a yc;%ng woman, as for

any one else, to attempt to face life’s problems—religious
and otherwise—“straight”; to decide for herself what she
can, and cannot, believe.

Since my conversation with the mgther of the young
girl in question, I have met the principal] whom the mother
recommended. She, like the mother, “has doubts.” But—
“It is better for the girls, probably, to
way their parents want them taught s¢, and the trustees

another well known girl’s school, who boasted—off the

school premises—that she was a “rationglist”; yet in school

conducted chapel service with great orthodox unctuousness
and “Christian zeal.”” This was considered “wiser” by the
* trustees of this school also. Certainly it was less dangerous
for the Dean, who wished to hold her pdst, and had aspira-
tions toward the pr1nc1palsh1p of the chool asplratlons
which have since been fulfilled.

“Standing pat” seems to be essentigl for standlng-m—- -

with the powers that be. I am beginning to realize this.”
Yet I was taught at school that “the outstanding character-
istic of the Anglo-Saxon is scorn of a lie’ - Perhaps’“stand-
ing pat” when it means standing-in is ot a lie. Wisdom
truly is above rubies.

In the case of the mother referred %o, Who was herself-

a “doubter,” yet thought it “dangerous” for her daughter to
question, one is more puzzled. With her there was no ob-
vious self-seeking; no school ma’'m expediency. So with a
father, in another Eastern state of “cul ture (a university
professor, 1nc1dentally, head of a certain séientific depart-

ment) who said to me recently that while he, himself, was

https://digitalrepository.unm.edu/nmgq/vol2/iss2/8
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elieve it all. Any-

think it wiser.” A form of wisdom shared by the Dean of-
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distinetly a modernist in religion, yet he sent his childre
a fundamentalist Sunday-school: Oh—it was just as ]
he supposed, for them’; and “pe@fpple would think it str
if they did not go.” | 7 . I

People wduld think it strange! So people thought of
the mad Leonardo—only in- his\%}muthful days a harsher
term was generally used in speaking of the illegitimate
of Vinci. But an Anglo-Saxon, J ne is reminded, canng
ith a wop—in mpre high-brow circles
“Latin.” (Theré are times when we Americans like ty
very Anglo-Saxon). Then whiat_ of thirteenth . cent
Roger Bacon—in a country which was not Latin? Heé|
the opinion of his contemporarig‘es, was not only mad
" bad; had direct commerce with tIQe devil. Was a dang
society. Friar Roger shrugged his shoulders, presumal
and went his way. Certainly he went his way—even at|the |

risk of being burned. It did ndt werry him, apparently, ;-

that his thoughts and his interests were not in the fasHj
of those about~him. He did notiboast of nearcintellige

indistinguishab}:}%njthat of his confréres—dither that
- the good monks by*wlom he was Eurrounded, or that of \

nobles, those representing the “be?st society” of his day

land. (It was of this same Rogér Bacon, incidentally, that a .|
legiate girl’s school” in— | -

oh, well, one ofrthe states of Amerifg:a usually associated
intelligence and culfure—asked, 1p all seriousness, a_shi
time ago: “Is he in this year’s ‘Who’s Who’?”) .

‘young woman gf twenty, in a col

Chtistianity—‘“fundamental” or otherwisée—that I have
quarrel, or with those who ;‘unﬂi’;eignedly believe its h
gospel”; any more than I have with those who with
feigned belief in the efficacy of the f{;rite dance in honor of
goddess Perchta, or with those who bow in obeisance}
other shrines alien to orthodox Chyistianity. My quarrek
rather my disappointment, for Am%

aland of “idealists”—lies with thobe whose ideal consistsiin -

W ell, i
nge i

erica I had been told was |

‘ PIublished by UNM Digital Repgsitory, 1932
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" many who are neither smug nor self-comp

)
-

“playing safe,” whether from expediency or{fashion. Above
all, it lies with smug self-complacency whi¢h regards such
an ideal as the height of attainment, which boasts of it as
representing the “level-headed American dttitude.” Does
it? If so, can not too high a price be paid fdr “level-headed-
ness”? .

Oh, yes, out of a hundred and odd mijllion, there are

“level-headed”—But Gilbert Chesterton is aeported to have

said: “America is now middle-aged, an advocate of the-

tried and safe, while Europe enters upon the untried, seek-
ing new things with the daring and rashness of youth.”

Is Chesterton right? Before I returned to America I
should have denied it. Is the taunt, “The tz
Americans is that they honestly believe they
men of other lands because they have more} worldly goods,”
recently uttered of us by an intelligent Frenchman, true?

Yet, on the other hand—and there is an “other hand”—
is it not encouraging that Americans themgelves, those rep-
resenting the more intelligent element, are becoming critical
of themselves; of their mores and institutiens, of the mould
into which, it seems, American civilizatidn is hardening?
It does not require a German, like Keyserjing, or an Alsa-
tian-Frenchman, like André Slegfrled tb point out the

acent; nor even -

dangers of the present popular drift of A
and ideal (or lack of it), or the weaknesses
political and economic system. Nor does
together destructive iconoclast, of the ' t;
known H. L. Mencken. The fact that cer

merican thought

it require an al-
'pe of the well-

of the American

i

sober and thoughtful of the American writers and public

speakers are becoming critical of the less ddmirable charac-

teristics and tendencies of the present-day American life,
are beginning to wonder both “Whither?” and “Why?” is, in
itself, a most hopeful sign. As yet these'are but “voeices’
(to paraphrase slightly) “crying in the wilderness.” But
voices in the wilderness often, in the end, gain a hearingf,

P . |
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regard to the much discussed “Rpssmn situation.” I h

" meant actually to be placed under i)oll)ice surveillance.

" practically adopted) in Soviet Rus’la unnecessary sufferih;

. rule. - = N
The present financial depression in America, the fan-
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Another hopeful sigh of the tlrend of thou% in pres
day America (I speak, lof course 2, from my own perh
somewhat ‘heterodox” point of | v;ew) is the practic
complete volteface of the better class and more ¢conservativ
type of American perlodlcal w1th1n the past twelve years ;F
pen to Know (from experience) that in 1919-1920 to sp’ﬁ
of the Soviet government of Russm——even of its possibilit
in modified form—in terms other than those of con‘cehas
and loathlng was not only to co%urt soeial ostracism,. .\

Today, magazines supposedly}a
ative (e. g. The Atlantic Monthly, Scribners, and Harpey
publish grticles by those recent] refurned from Rusgi
who openly give praise where ap arently praise is due—ito
those phases of the Soviet form ofijgovernment from Whix

ong the most conset

well pay heed; inasmuch as by f‘

achievement. : : : ¢!

Again “voices erying in the Wi’;!derness” _and these crik

t’l’ [ [ ]
may represent wasted effort, energgr expended in vain, inij2

country where individual cases of suffering are relievéd

with generosity, but where the causes underlying this suffen-
ing are so little heeded as in America by those with lnﬁueneﬁ *
and those in power. Yet—‘“the tears of the weak wa h

away the thrones of kings” is ar} Oriental saying, ve  ‘
old ; the truth of ‘which has been pmoved more than once in
history. And “kings” may be those of industry of an ouf
worn economic system as well as those born to hereditar?

R T A

reaching consequences of which asi regards suffering it iy
unnecessary to stress, has had another result perhaps lest

L . .. .
1 T
s . - T
¢
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remarks, “The one thing it is certain to 1

. who can say?
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generally noted by the popular mind. That is,} it has caused
thought, questioning, wondering, concerning, fundamental

economic and “social” (in the sense “of
problems on the part of the man (and

sociological)
“hoefentlich”

the woman) whose thoughts hitherto have bgen concerned

chiefly with “keeping up with the Jones’s”-
- radio, automobile, golf, and only too often,

sonal: ‘“Have you heard—?7"’

—1. e. bridge,

1he latest per-

What the outcome will be, it would take one wiser

than I even to suggest, but as James Trusl
effect a criticism of what goes by the name of

change is ceaseless.” Personally, to me it se

bw Adams, in

his able article in the January (1932) Atlantic Monthly, (in

“democracy’’)
redict is that
ems—however

to face in practically the immediate future lare of a more

mistakenly—that the changes which Amerlc:}ls called upon

radical nature than any which it has been
face since, as a nation, she came into beln
part of the 18th century.

r necessity to
in the latter

What these changes will be—other than that they Wlll
almost certainly involve a drastic reshaping af her economic

system, and almost as certainly a more t

erant and in-

telligent religious outlook and creed on the part of the
masses—how long the time required for their effecting,
what the outcome will be, whether for better or ‘Worseé—

As Irwih Edman remarks,

in his e?(c_ellent article
can no longer look forward, as progressiveiminded people
have looked forward in the past, to a better world. The kind'
of world in which we may expect to live will .inevitably be
totally changed in character. It will, if anarchy or destruc-
tion does not -overtake us first,* be not a better world, but
a very different kind of good one.’
Watchman, what of thé night?

J. B. M-M.

“Salute to Tomorrow,” in the J anuary (19?;1) Forum, “We

*Italics my own.
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