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NATIONAL TRAILS
CONFERENCE: REPORT

SFTA "repr‘esent‘atives Ruth Olson

and Bonita Oliva attended the Na~ -
tional Trails Conference,hosted

by the Ice Age National Scenic
Trail near Hartland, Wisconsin,
Sept. 27-30. John Leamon, mem-
ber of OCTA and SFTA, was there
and filed.a report.. David Gaines
and Jere Krakow of the Santa Fe

National Historic Trail Planning

Team also attended. There were
about 75 participants present,

representing many of the 16 Na-

tional Scenic and National Histor-
i¢ trails throughout the 'US, in-
cluding the Iditarod National His-
toric Trail, Alaska. This was the
first annual conference to bring
National Scenic Trail and National
Historic Trail groups together:

The conference was sponsored
by the National Park Service, Bur-
eau of Land Management, and the
Forest Service. The purpose was
to bring people together from the

_federal agencies and the private

sector to increase awareness of
the National Trails System and to
improve: communication through

- the exchange of ideas on promo-

tion, funding, and liability. A ses-
sion was held on working with
landowners to secure
rights-of-way, and there was a
"how to" session on lobbying.

Information was presented by

panels of representatives from
both National Scenic and National
Historic trails, fromthe sponsor-
ing federal agencies, and from the

- Nature Conservancy, -American
Farmland Trust and the Sierra

During-the last day a session

-was held to set goals for the fu-

ture of the National Trails System

and to formulate recommended ac-"’

tions on the issues discussed

., during the conference. A steering
.. committee was named to explore
the possmllty of a second confer—

ence in 1989, to be held near a

._National Historic Trail. The com-

mittee will also consider the for-
mation of a National Tralls or-
ganization:

(continued on page -13)
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1989 DUES DUE SOON

Those who'have not already sub-
mitted SFTA dues for 1989 will
find that their membership ex-
pires Dec. 31, 1988. For your con-
venience, a  membership form is
enclosed in this issue. You may
want to avoid the post-holiday-
season rush and send your dues
now. If you have already paid for
1989, use the formtorecruit a new.
member., There is strength in num-

- bers and SFTA will only be as

* strong as 1its membership.

We
don’t want to lose anyone and
treasure yourmembership. Please

- renew by Jan. 1. Thank you.

'SFNHT UPDATE

The Santa Fe National Historic
Trail Planning Team, headed by
John Paige, has completed most

of the field work, and the new .

maps of the route and the propos-
ed management and use plan are
expected to be circulated for pub-

lic review in February 1989. Addi-

tional public meetings will be
scheduled to gather further infor-
mation at that time. To.obtain a
copy of the Santa Fe Trail Com-
prehensive Management and Use
Plan, contact David Gaines, Na-
tional Park Service, Southwest
Region, Branch of Trails, P. 0. Box
728, Santa Fe, NM 87504 0728.

Appointments to the SFNHT Advi-
sory Council were being announ-
ced by Sec. of Interior Donald
Hodel as WT was going to press.
A list of council members will be
included in the nextissue. Alogo
has been designed to mark the
historic trail, featuring a freight
wagon pulled by oxen. Any

suggestions forthe planning team
may be sent to John Paige, Nation-
al Park Service, Denver Servjce
Center, P. O. Box 25287, Denver,
CO 80225-0287.

Because of operator error,
some mailing labels were mis-
printed. for the May 1988issue
- of WAGON TRACKS (Vol. I, No.
3). If you did not receive that
issue, please notify the editor
and a copy will be sent.

JOINT MEETING WITH
OCTA DISCUSSED

During the recent Western His-
tory Association annual confer-
ence in Wichita, members of OCTA
and SFTA broached the possibility
of a joint meeting of the two trail
groups, perhaps atIndependence,
MO, after the new Three Trails
Centeris completed there. Althou-
gh many details must be worked
out if such a meeting is tooccur,
and the proposed gathering is four

" or more Yyears down the road

because each group has already-
scheduled meetings several
years in advance, the idea has
received an enthusiastic re-
sponse from some board members
of both groups. Views of members,
pro and con, should be sentto the

respective presidents of the as- -

sociations. If interest persists, a
joint committee will likely be for-

- med to pursue arrangements.

FRANKLIN OR BUST
SEEKS NEW CENTER -

At a mass meeting in New Frank—
l1in, MO, on September 15, Franklin
or Bust, Inc., was formed as a
private, non-profit, civic group to
preserve and commemorate Frank-
lin as the starting point of the
Santa Fe Trail. H. Denny Davis of
Fayette, MO, was elected presi-
dent, and the new group immedi-
ately joined SFTA as an institu-
tional member.

The immediate goal of Franklin
or Bustis topersuade the National
Park Service and the Missouri
State Division of Parks and His~
toric Sites to place the main
federal-state cooperative inter-
pretive center for the eastern end
of the Santa Fe Trail at Franklin
instead of at another location
which was proposed.

This initiative was .decided
upon because it was learned that
the state parks division already
owns a 5.5-acre tract, above the
flood plain, only two blocks from
where the courthouse square
stood in the original town of
Franklin. At that historic court-

(continued on page 2)



PRESIDENT’S COLUMN

Thank goodness the summer is
over! Owing to my full schedule
this one was particularly hectic.
I made about twenty appearances
in five different states, speaking
on various aspects of the Trail.
That included the rededication of
a DAR marker and one of t_he Pion-
eer Mother statues.

But it was all worth it, because
everywhere I was able to observe
the keen interest in the Santa Fe
Trail on the part of our members

and the .general public. That was.

reflected in the formation of our
first two chapters, one combining
members in Colorado, Kansas, Ok-
lahoma, and New Mexico, and the
-other in Texas, and movement to-
ward forming others in Council
Grove and Ulysses, Kansas.
' 'The National Park Serviceis al-
s0 making strides in developing
its management planforthe Trail.
A'handsome logo for the ‘NPS signs

to be ‘installed on the Trail has -

been selected with consultation
of SFTA :members. Several of our
members, led by Greg Franzwa,

met for-two days.in SantaFedur-

ing . September 10 review the offi-
cial maps of the Tra11 to be used
in the plan.

And speakmg of Greg, in rapid
succession he has produced three
beautiful Trail books through his
Patrice Press of St. Louis. They

.are noted elsewhere in this issue.

These splendid titles should at-
tract -even more people to a ser-
i0us : study -of our favorite historic
Trail. A1l members should make a
pomt of acquiring -these- books
and . urgmg the1r local libraries to
get copies. Hats off to Greg!

I -intend to .adopt a low profile
this winter.and stay close to the
typewriter, in order to  finish a
book I have due -at the University
of -Oklahoma Press. But Iwon’tbe
far from the doings of the Trail,
especially the on-going planning
for next year’s Symposium.

The winter months are a good
time for reading. So I urge all of
you :to include a few Trail books

on your "To Be Read" list.
—Marc Simmons

JOY POOLEHONORED

SFTA Director Joy Poolereceiv-
ed a Certificate of Commendation
from the American Association for
- State and Local History in Sept.
for promoting the Santa Fe Trail.
She organized the first Santa Fe
Trail Symposium at Trinidad in
1986 at which SFTA was founded.
Congratulations Joy! <

https://digitalrepository.unm.edu/wagon_tracks/vol3/iss1/1
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UDALL TO KEYNOTE

StewartL. Udall has justaccept-
ed an 1invitation to deliver the
keynote address atthe nextSanta
Fe Trail Symposium, September

- 29, 1989, in Santa Fe. His speech

will be given at the Sweeney Con-
vention Center near the main
plaza at 7:30 p.m. and will be
open to the public.

Udall was elected to the U.S.
House of Representatives and in
1961 was appointed- Secretary of
Interior by President Kennedy and

reappointed by President John-

son. He is adedicated conserva-—
- tionist.and author of the environ—
mental. classic The Quiet Crisis. -

His newest book is the-highly

praised To .the Inland Empire;

Coronado:and.Our Spanish Lega-
cy. Inits-pages, the author traces
Coronado’s .- route
plains . and
references to the later Santa Fe
Trail. .~ -

Udall’s address w111 amphfy the .
themes: of the Symposium, which -
. are "Trails-That Tie Us Together".
and "Hispanic Culture:at the End .
of the. Santa Fe- Tra11 " K Ko mlmeniol s

FATE OF CONFEDERATE
SOLDIERS DECIDED .

The . Museum of New Mexmo re-—
gents voted: unammously torein-

ter in:New:Mexico. the remains-of - -

ough . Texas Gov :

the -soldiers:

Santa Fe’s Nat10na1 Cemetery af-

ter museum researchers complete |

their 1nvest1gatlons.

The motion also requests that,
federal officials consider trans-
ferring those -remains ‘from the

cemetery 1o the site of . the Battle
of Glorleta Plass‘lf the battlefield
becomes a national historic site.

Legislation to achieve that sta-

tus, .introduced by Sen. Jeff Bin-
gaman-(D-NM) and Rep. BillRich-
ardson (D-NM) in 1987, failed to
receive approval but will be in-
troduced‘again. Albuquerquehis-
torian Don Alberts, president of
the Glorieta Battlefield Preserva-
tion Society, expects the site to
receive historic status within the
next two years, and he especially
requested the regents tokeep the
remains in New Mexico.

When research is finished, the
Museum of New Mexicowillissue

-2~

‘a report - of

-across the
mcludes numerous_ ‘

its findings and
prepare an exhibit relating to the
discovery. The remains of those
Confederate dead, some as young
as 15 years,will have a final rest-
ing place of honor in Santa Fe if
not back at the battlefield.

The Battle of Glorieta Pass was

- the most important Civil War en-

gagement on the Santa Fe Trail.
The controversy between Texas

~and New Mexico over the fate of

the remains has-been called "the

‘ second Battle of Glorleta Pass "

FRANKLIN OR BUST

(continued from page 1)
house 'square, now long-since
vanished, the ‘Boonslick Road
from St.Charlés’ ended and the

Santa Fe Trall began- o

Franklin or’ Bust, Inc., mcludes
members from- Howard and Cooper
counties and from the cities of

" Franklin, New: ‘Franklin; Fayette,
- Glasgow,

Armstrong, -and Boon-
ville. The Franklin site has been -

éridorsed by the Boonvﬂle Cham-—-" ‘
‘ber of - Commerce,
County -
‘mayors of Boonville, New Frank-
--lin, and Franklin.:Thenew organ-
‘ization ‘has’ started a petition

the Howard
Comm1331on, “and " the -

drive to gather signatures from
people who want the proposed

. location reconsideréd. There has
"been

-.space. devoted ‘to the new group
31 Confederate soldiers.exhumed:. -

from: their -Civil War battlefield. -
graves-at: Glorleta Jastyear.-Alth--

William . .Cle+- -
ments requested. that theremains- -
be returned to Texas, from which . -
. orlglnated +the.. -
regents. decided that the skeletal .
remains would be reinterred at:

. considerable  newspaper

and its efforts. The organization -

. is. seeking statewide membership -
~and support..
.may contact - Franklin :or. ‘Bust,
,-..'-Inc., P. 0. Box 32 Fayette, MO '

Anyone interested .

' Wagon Tracks is: the offlmal publlcatnon- B
of the Santa.Fe Trail Association, a:non- .
profit” organlzation incorporated < under’ the " | -
- laws of ‘the" State of Colorado. Letters are
: welcome, but - they become the property
of WT and may be edited or abridged at
the editor's discretion.” All rights reserved. -
.Inquiries "can be directed tothe appropyiate - 3
‘addresses below. Annual subscnpt:on are
obtained 'through membership - in the. As-
sociation, whose ‘dues_are.fixed per calen-
dar year. Checks should be made payable
to the Santa Fe Trail ‘Association and sent -
' 'to the secretary-treasurer.. -

Mernbershnp Categories

Benefactor $1,000
Patron $100/year
$25/year
$15/year
$10/year

Editor: Leo E. Ohva, RR 1, Box 31, Woodston,
KS 67675

President Marc S:mmons, Box 51, Cerrilios,
NM 87010

Vice-President Joseph W, Snell 630 Walnut
~ Lane, Topeka, KS 66617

Secretary~Treasurer: Ruth Olson, Santa Fe
Trail Center, RR 3, Larned, XS 67550

1989 Symposium. Coordinator: Adrian Bus-
tamante, Santa Fe Community College, P.
O. Box 4187, Sanmta Fe, NM 87502-4187

Publicity Coordinator: Michael E. Pitel, Tano
Rd., Rt. 4, Box 240, Santa Fe, NM 87501

_ Institutional .,
Family. .
Individual
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MADONNA STATUES
REDEDICATED

The Daughters of the American
Revolution (DAR) arerededicating
the twelve Madonna of the Trail
statues in the U.S. which were
erected and dedicated sixty years

ago. Four of these magnificent

statues, honoring the role of pio-
neer women in the great westward
movement, were on the Santa Fe
Trail at Lexington, MO, Council
Grove, KS, Lamar, CO, and Albu-

querque, NM. The other eight were

located at Bethesda, MD, Wash-
ington, PA, Wheeling, WV, Spring-
field, OH, Richmond, IN, Vandalia,
. \ "AZ, and Up-
land, CA. . .
- Rededication ceremonies were
scheduled on  the sixtieth an-—
niversary of the original dedica-
tion (Council Grove on Sept. 7,
Lexington on Sept. 17, Lamar on
Sept. 24, and Albuquerque on
Sept. 27). At Lamar SFTA member
Mary B. Gamble was chairman of
the event and spoke at the cere-
monies at Santa Fe Railway Park
about the Santa Fe National His-~-
toric Trail. At Albuquerque SFTA

. President Marc Simmons was the

featured speaker attherededica-
tion in McClellan Park. He noted
that these 10-foot, 5-tonPioneer

Mother statues, showing a woman

dressed in a homespun dress and
boots with a baby in one arm and
a musket in the other with a young

"boy clinging to her skirt, is a

reminder "of the contribution of
the women of America to the build-

ing of thisnation." He praised the-
- DAR for honoring women thh "a
truly heroic statue."

~ The New Mexico Madonna Statue
was originally to be placed in the
Santa Fe Plaza at the end . of the
Santa Fe Trail. Because 1local

politics 1intervened, with some.

arguing that the statue was.not
appropriate on the plaza, Albu-

querque took advantage of the op-

portunity to obtain the statue for
one of its parks.

Mary Moorehead‘ of Santa Fe,

author of a book-length manu-

script on her great-aunt (Clara
Blinn) who was captured by
Indians .in Colorado in 1868 and
died along with her captive son

‘during Custer’s attack on Black

Kettle’s village on the Washita
River later that year, shared the

following story with SFTA Ambas-

sador Paul Bentrup, who Kindly
sent it to WT. It seems appro-
priate to include this story here.
"The Blinns went west to a stage

- station near Lamar, and Clara was

captured there in 1868. My grand-

" Published by UNM Digital Repository, 1989
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Scene at the rededication of
Madonna of the Trail statue at
Lamar, CO, Sept. 24, 1988. (Photo
by Leo E. Gamble.)

Kathy Self Springfleld CO vice-
regent of Fort William Bent Chapter,
DAR, models a "Madonna of the
Tra:l" dress  as she holds her
"baby." Mary B.Gamble, Springfield,
chairman of the event, portrays a
traveler of 1866. Mark Gardner,
Trinidad, is director of the Bioom/

‘Baca and Pioneer Museum. Mrs.

Gamble and Gardner are both SFTA
charter members. (Photo by LeoE.
Gamble .)

father had a love affair with the
automobile, and in 1916 he, my
grandmother, my mother, and two

‘other families camped and patch-

ed tires along the Trail, through
Lamar and over Raton Pass on the
way to California. My grandmother
didn’t mention her sister [Clara
Blinn] on that trip or any journey
until the DAR put up the statue,
and then she stood before it and
tears rolled down her cheeks. For

her, it was Clara." S

~-3-

CARNONCITO DEDICATION

On the afternoon of Sept. 17 a
crowd about 50 people gathered
at Cafioncito on the Trail 15 miles
east of Santa Fe to dedicate two
markers. One was a new official
New Mexico State Highway marker
whose text recounts important
events that occurred at this site
on the Santa Fe Trail. '

The other was the long lost
Caffoncito DAR marker thatdisap-
peared from this location some
time in the 1940s. It was dis-
covered last year in an Albuquer--
que back yard. SFTAmember John
Hunner moved the 300- pound
stone to Santa Fe until it could
be restored to its original site.

Mike Pltel -of the New Mexico
State Tourism Dept., who is also -
pubilicity coordinator for SFTA,

'presided over the roadside cer-

emonies. State Historian Robert
Torrez and SFTA President Marc
Simmons spoke. Mrs. Blanche-
Goldsmith, State Regent of the
New Mexico DAR, cut the ribbon

‘rededicating the restored marker

and introduced the many DAR
officers and members who were
present.

For those traveling the Santa Fe

Trail, these markers canbe found
at the end of the westbound off—

ramp, at exit 294 on I-25. Abrief

history of the place is given on
page 187 of Simmons’s guide-
bOOk i

s T CptiaE o T y arll . ——

Mrs. Blanche Goldsmith, State

- Regent of the New Mexico DAR,

cuts the ribbon at September
rededacatnon ceremonies at Caffon-
Cito.
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THE RATI'LESNAKE CREEK AND WALNUT CREEK CROSSINGS OF THE ARKANSAS

The excellent article on the
Cimarron Crossing by Jesse Scott,
Jr. (February 1988 Wagon Tracks)
brings to mind two more crossings
of the Arkansas ‘River that were
used by early. travelers to and
from Santa. Fe. One of these is
located near the mouth of Walnut
- Creek at Great Bend, the other
below Great -Bend near the mouth

of Rattlesnake Creek. The latter

is probably the crossing mention-

ed inScott’s article that was used

by William Becknell in 1822. It
was a major crossing pointof the
river that was old in 1822, and

it is possible that Becknell had

a map showing its location.

‘Now, it may sound odd to say |

that .the ford'was old in the second
year .of use.of the Santa Fe Trail,

but there is .ample -evidence for.

thrs. ‘Long ‘before the Santa Fe
‘Trail .proper came intouse, anet-
work of Indian trails crisscrossed
the:plains, and many early Span-
ish, French, and American travel-
ers used them. The-crossing at the
mouth of -Rattlesnake Creek was
in- ‘use as- early as 1601 and
provided a ford of the river for a
“trail that led south into present

OKlahoma and-east to the present'

Kansas City area.

The .crossing is depicted on the
- Miguel -map " of 1602 (Map 1).

‘Miguel was a Plains Indian taken

10 -Mexico by the Juan de Offate
‘expedition. He drew a crude map
"~ for ‘the Spaniards that depicts
‘Quiviran and other settlements in
what are now Kansas -and Ok-
1ahoma (Vehik 1986). They are
. shown “in ' relationship to Offate’s
_route ‘from-San Gabriel, New Mex-
ico, 'to-Quiviran settlements in the
vicinity of present Arkansas City,
‘Kansas.

‘The river that runs di’agonally
across the Miguel map is clearly
‘the Arkansas, and the Great Set-
tlement is near the.mouth of the
“Walnut River. The lower river is
probably. the Salt Fork of the Ar-
.kansas. Map 2 shows an mterpre——

tation of the Miguel map interms
.0of modern place names and ar-
‘chaeological sites.

The Miguel map shows a north-
south trail thatruns from the Great
Salt Plain in Oklahoma past the
Great Salt Marsh in Kansas to the
Arkansas River and then northeast
to a village named Tancoa. The
latter is presumably one of the
van'an settlements visited by
Coronado in the vicinity of Lyons,

https://digitalrepository.unm.edu/wagon_tracks/vol3/iss1/1

by Donald J. Blakeslee
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Map 1- M:guel Map

-~

Kansas. Othertralls streams and.'-;;‘-_-'.”. |

settl ements are shown

A second map showmg the‘-
+published - <by.
Zebulon.. Montgomery Pike..It re-.
flects::information’ gathered dur---
ing his 1806 expedition ‘through. -

crossing . “was

Kansas. It is.this map that Wil-

liam Becknell thight have usedin.
1822; .others, including. the Mc-

Knight.;party . of 1812, definitely

had used it to reach thlS pomt on
- the r1ver..,_. '

On 1this: Plke map, _ﬂ]_e fOI'd is
labeled the "Kansa Crossing."

"Greati Osage". and "Little Osage"

' .crossings--are shown .below the
site .of-:present Wichita. The

Wichita ; tribe ‘had :moved south
sometime. during the period from
1680 to. 1718. . This left their for-
mer homeland, which was prime
bison- huntmg territory, open for
use by other tribes, and the Kansa
and Osage both took advantage of

‘this.

The Walnut Creek: crossmg also
shows up on another Pike map.
This one was drawn by Pike prior
to the expedition and drew on in-

_4—

Blg Salt- Marsh

Pike's Kansa -Ford "

Saxman site;  ‘Rice: County

.~ Country Club Site, Cowly County
Great Salt Plain

O N

Map 2: Miguel Map Interpretation

formation rece1ved from some
French fur traders Polite Cardl—
nal, Joseph Marie Cardinal, and
a Tibeau or Fibeau. The original



map shows a trail from the Platte

River in Nebraska to Santa Fe and
provides information about dis-

tances and stream crossings. The
version shown here (Map 3) has
been rotated so that north is at

~ the top, and some of the captions -

have been omitted for c¢larity.

" Two alternate routes are shown
for part of the journey, between

the Smoky Hill and the Arkansas. .

The Cheyenne Bottoms are depi ct-
ed on the map, with the eastern
route running past the western
edge of the Bottoms. this 1is
precisely the route of the Pawnee

Trail that came down from the

Platte River, across the Arkansas,
and on to the Canadian. The north-
ern portion of this. trail was
recorded by John Charles Fremont
in 1842 (Jackson and Spence
1970), and the southern part can
be found on the Edwin James map
of the Stephen H. Long expedition
(James 1823). Portions of this

trail were used by many early

travelers, including the Mallet
brothers in 1739, Pike in 1806,
George Sibley in 1811, and David
Meriwether in 1820.

Published by UNM Digital Repository, 1989
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'Map 3: Pike Map

From the Walnut Créek crossing,
the trail is shown following the
south bank of the riverto another

~ ford. The second, western cross-

ing between the Smoky Hill and

the Arkansas reaches the latter

stream at the same point and
crosses 1it. This must be one of

. the Cimarron crossings of the Ar—

kansas, as the trail runs south-
west fromthere to the settlements

of New Mexico. William Becknell,
in 1822, probably followed the

south bank of the Arkansas from
the Rattlesnake Creek crossingto
the: Walnut Creek crossing and
then merely followed this trail to
Santa Fe. |

While Becknell was credited
both with opening the Santa Fe
Trail and with discovering the

- Cimarron Cutoff, both trails were

old when he followed them.

Tracing out the Indian trails that
preceded historic routes can help
us understand better the course
of the early history of theregion.

-Becknell’s route in 1822 has been
.something of a mystery, and the
. Indian trails show the mostprob—
~able route.
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At the same time, however, this
kind of study can lead to further
mysteries. The second Pike map

- depicts a cave on the north bank
of the Arkansas a bit to the west
of the crossing, and the label
says "a rocky cave in which 500
men might sleep."Pawnee Rock 1s
in the general 1ocation indicated,
but no other sources make men-
tion of any large cave in the area.
Perhaps Pike misunderstood his
informants; perhaps they misin-
formed him. :

SOURCES

Donald Jackson and Mary Lou Spence (eds.), Ex-

pedmons of John Charles Fremont. Wbana:
University of 'lllinois Press, 1970. -

Edwin James, Account of an Expedition from Pitts-

burgh to the Rocky Mountains. Ann Arbor: Univer- -
sity of Michigan Press, 1966, reprint of 1823

edition.

Susan C. Vehik, "Ofate’s Expedition to the Southern
Plains: Routes, Destinations, and Implncatlons
for Late Prehistoric Cultural Adaptations,” Plains
Anthropotogist, 31 (1986) 13-34.

[Donald J. Blakeslee is Profes-
sor of AnthrOpology at Wichita
State University andis especial-
1y interested in the Indian trazls
throughout the Great FPiains.] .
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CAVE SPRING HISTORIC LANDMARK ON THE SANTA FE TRAIL

[Ed. note: This is the eighth in

a series onmuseums and historic

sites along the Trail. Sylvia D.
Mooney is the former director
of Cave Spring and a member of
the SFTA board of directors.]

Cave Spring, so simply stated,
but what does it mean? That is
~ all thereis onthe large pink gran-
~ite marker placed along Blue

Ridge Blvd. by the DAR and the

State of Missouri in 1909.

. The DAR undertook the monumen-
tal task of marking the historic
Santa Fe Trail fromFranklin, Mis-
souri, to Santa Fe between 1909
and 1913. These wonderful gran-
ite markers secured the path of
the Trail for countless genera-—
tions' and for local historians to
research, documeént, and follow.
In 1975, prompted by the upcom-
ing bicentennial of our beloved
."nation, ’interested c¢itizens began
a quest - for information about the
history 'of Cave Spring. They dis-
covered ‘that* Cave Spring is a sig~
nificant. survwmg Santa Fe Trail
‘landmark, a. campground fortrad-

" ers-andtravelers from 1821 until

1872 .on the primary route of the
Road -to Santa Fe in Jackson:Coun-

ty, Missouri. Itis located approx-
imately tenmiles southwest of In-
dependence on .the original Trail

~that George Sibley surveyed in
1825-1826.

In its time; this site possessed " .

_‘no’ unique’, mgmﬁcance. It was
one of'many campsites. This:par-
ticular site had -a stream of water
surrounded by tallgrass prairie.
" The :land fell away to the stream

where the trees grew -along the .

 banks 1o .the Big Blue River west
of - Cave Spring, which is now
'Swop'e‘ Park. The burning .of the
prairie, both from natural causes
.and fires set by Indians, main-
. tained the  diverse ecosystem.

Water was very abundant along

the first ten miles of the Trail for
the wagon trains and traders. A
nearby road was named Spring
Valley. The one distinguishing
feature of the area was the cave,
with a:great spring bursting forth
from the ledge of Argentine lime-
. stone rock.

In the Diary of a Forty-Niner
entry for April 29, 1849, Hugh Mor-
gan Price and Franklin Price de-
scribed the area as they followed
the Trail: "8 miles south of In-
dependence the-country is beauti-
fully ' interspersed with prairie
and tlmber Well ‘watered with
fine springs. Limeéstone soil."”

. https://digitalrepository.unm.edu/wagon_tracks/vol3/iss1/1

by Sylvia D. Mooney

The Santa Fe trade began in 1821

-in the Boonslick town of Franklin,

Missouri, when William Becknell
led a group of riders and pack
animals loaded with American dry

- goods to-SantaFe. Alucrative ex-

change of Mexican silver and
mules resulted and proved asig-
nificant factor -in the economic

growth of Missouri and the West.

Independence became the start-
ing point for the Santa Fe trade

by 1827. Riverboats traveled up-

stream on the Missouri River from

St. Louis .to.-the .landing:at Blue

Mills, which is:presently owned
by the Portland Cement Company.

Independence. was .the outfitting

headquarters : for more than two

decades - and. then .gave way-to -

" Westport., located some twelve_-.:---'preparatory;’to_..a.fainal.f'depa'rture.
e . ..They were: very::kind to us. Mrs.

As the fertile-. land around In-;-’.---

dependence became: enclosed by L

.small farms, and the: troublesomef-;,‘-

Big Blue.River-crossing.could-be -

"avoided, departures from. West—

miles to. the West.,:

port grew.-Two:main: ‘branches of

the Trail. developed in Jackson .
County: one:going southwest from
Independence. and the other- from .-
~These . trails. merged "
.Elm _ ‘near. present -

Westport..
near .-Lone .
Olathe, Kansas R

Cave’ Spring-was located on: the- -
Independence .b_ranch ‘of :the .Trail- -
in Township 48, Range 32, which -
followed, -the; high'.ridge . (Blue-:;.:.,,_
Ridge).. nseparatmg the - Big-Blue .-,
‘River -on:-the . west: and the thtle"-

Blue. Rlver on the east.

A historic-map:of Jackson Conty.,.
depicts.- Cave .Spring -as-a camp- ..
ground - with covered.wagons en—:
circling it. Dean'Barl 'Wood, inThe

Old Santa Fe'Trail -from the Mis-
souri . River,.

~Local -

ping place  to.water:cattle and

horses. Sid J -Hare, who lived on

adjoining property by. 1921, was
featuredin:a 1926 newspaper arti-

cle claiming travelers often cam--
ped to:eat and refresh themselves"

with cool draughts of sprmg

- water.

The area Was survey‘ed in 1843,
much-later than the original sur-
vey of nearby areas in 1826. It

was known as the "Lost Town-

ship.” Jesse Barnes, who came
from Kentuc¢ky in 1839, was the

first landowner in the area in -

1843, "Barn’s Inclosure" began at

—6-

the Trail-

'mentioned the
spring, .stating-that traders  cam- -
"ped ..there.:
accounts -describe. the -campsite -
as the' farthest point reached by
most .caravans. in a-day, a stop-. .

newspaper Santa Fe in 1855

the southwest corner of Section:
8 where itbordered on the eastern
edge of what was clearly marked
the "Road to Santa Fe." Cave
Spring was north of this farm on
the west side of the Road to Santa
Fe, located in Section 7. After Oc-
tober 1844. the spring became part
of Barnes’s enclosure which con-
tained 800 acres..

" Susan Magoffin traveled down
in 1846, the bride of
Samuel Magoffin. ‘She wrote inher
now famous diary: "And afterdin-
ner between the hours of 3 and
4 we left.the:little village of I[n-
dependence] for: the residence of
Mr. Barns, a gentleman-some ten
miles this side of thatplace. Here
we procured-.a-night’s: lodging

Barns claims a relatlonshlp W1th

.me through. the Harts be it. s0.or
.not Ican’ ttell. OnThursday morn-
.ing we left Mr. -B’s at an early__'.-
. - hour. "They: had us up. by day llght,'ﬁ_‘
... gave us breakfastalmostas soon, . . .
and. by 7 o clock we were on the ..

- road." - :

“J. S. xCh1ck who came. to West— -

"port in"'1836, recalled  years later
;that from Blue Mills Landing- -

trains " passed “through Indepen-

.dence. then southwesterly by the-

. Barnes: :and-,.Rice: farms. Two of. ..
Jesse. Barnes ssons,:C. R. and S.. .
S. Barnes. were: engaged in.the . -

.....

_his. name .on-: Reglster Rock on the _' N
Oregon Tra11 (photo’ of. mgnaturew
‘.1n author s possessmn)

. Cave Sprlng, a landmark on three
maJor trails (Santa Fe, Oregon,

and Callforma) ‘was remémbered

in 1906 by a surviving plainsman,
W.. ‘H. Brady, who journeyed to ..
‘He recollected

that, startlng from Independence,
~ the" first pomt -Was

. "Barnes’.
Spring." | ... .
W. Z. chkman was not onlyr a
veteran of the Tra11 ‘but also-an
author of a 1920 history of Jack- -
son County.. Hickman was the
authority to whom the DAR turned

to document .and mark the sites

along the Trail in Jackson County
from 1909-1913. He wrote of
Jesse Barnes: "On his tract was
a magnificent spring that burst
out from a great ledge of rock in
such a way as to leave a cave,
and it isknown tothis day as ‘The
Cave - Spring,” and it has never

- been known:'to fail. from that day

to this."



Cave Spring.

This is the only cave site used
as a campground along the entire
Santa Fe Trail. The Oregon Trail
has a spring and cave site also
at Ash Hollow in Nebraska.

Today, Cave Spring is a 36-acre

historic site on the National
Register of Historic Places.and a

'?_,nature preserve. located in the
Wiliam M. Klein Park. William

Klein gave a parcel of land worth
$100,000 to expedite the acquisi-
tion process. There is a small mu-
seum, the Cave Spring Interpre-
tive Center, with changing ex-
hibits about the historic trails
and the natural environmeéent. A va-

riety of educational programs for

all ages is available, including
living-history demonstrations.

- The museum houses a' gift shop
and the administrative office for.
the Cave Spring Association, a -

non-profit organization thatsup-
ports and manages the county-
owned land.

There i1is a shelter house w1th
picnic tables, and hiking. trails
through a beautiful'woodland area
of hackberry, walnut, elm, per-
simmon, redbud, locust, and
sycamore trees. Cattails and
young willows are distributed
around a small marshy pond. The
natural plant succession from
prairie to forest continues to
progress.

Remains of seven chimneys can
be seen along the woodchipped
trails, . remnants of 1926-1948
when there was a private country

club and golf course with a small

lake for swimming and fishing.
The 1lake drained ‘away in the
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1970s.
The musuem is open Tuesday

through Saturday from 10 am to 5

pm and on Sunday from1:30-5:00
p.m. It is closed major holidays
and December 25 through January
1. The park is open daily from 8
am until nightfall. Thereis no fee,
but donations are welcomed.
Guided walking tours can be ar-
ranged as well as guided bus

tours of the historic trails through
-the area. For further information, -

contact Lynn Sloan, Director,
8701 E. Gregory, Kansas City, MO
64133, phone (816) 358~CAVE.

RICE-TREMONTI HOME

PRESERVATION EFFORTS
' by Sylvia D. Mooney

Progress is bemg made in the

_efforts to save:the historic Rice-

Tremonti home in Raytown, Mis-
souri. The Rice home was builtin

. 1844 on the Santa Fe Trail beside
Aunt Sophia’s cabin, which pre- -

dated the home by eight years.
The Archibald Rice family left
North Carolina in 1826 and spent
the next six years living in the

eastern part of Jackson County,

Missouri, near Buckner. By 1837
farmer Rice settled on land in the
"Lost Township"
north of Cave Spring and erected

three log cabins for the Negroes
- and had land under cultivatiqn. '

"Matt Field, a traveling reporter
from 1839 to 1841, wrote of a visit
to -the Rice farm: "About half a
day’s travel brings the Santa Fe
bound traveler past the flourish-

ing plantation of farmer Rice,.
where leisure travellers often lin-

ger to enjoy his sweet bacon,
fresheggs, newmilk and other nu-

tritious and unsophisticated lux-_

uries that always appease appe-
tite wﬂhout encumbermg diges-
tion.'
- The Rice farm had become a
camping site on the Trail. It had
space forwagons, sprmgs forwa-
tering, and corn and pra1r1e grass
for feeding animals.

After Archibald Rice’s death, the

house was_ sold. Between 1906

and 1922 the land was owned by
Judge Joseph M. Lowe and his
son, John Lowe. The judge be-
came president of the National Old
Trails Association and recorded
his recollections in the book, The
National O0Id Trails Road, the
Great Historic Highway of
America.

Judge Lowe and the Missouri

. chapters of the DARbegan amove-
the Santa’

ment in 1908 tc mark
Fe Trail across Missouri.

=7~

A pink

one-half ‘mile’

and
this and the article on Cave -

granite marker was placéd beside
Aunt Sophia’s cabin in 1913.

Two of the Lowe sisters, Flor-
ence and Mildred, granddaughters
of Judge Lowe, haverecently don-
ated $1,000 each to help in pur-
chasing the property from Mrs.
Gloria Tremonti, who has .lived
there since 1931, “

The Friends of the Rice-Tre-
monti Home Association,led by
President Whitson J. Kirk, has

‘formally signed a contractto pur-

chase the property for $370,000.
The Raytown Kiwanis have com-
mitted $63,000 to the project,

‘with a $10,000 advance payment

which made the down paymenton
the Rice home possible. The City
of Raytown has setaside $10,000
in its budget for 1989 for the Rice
project.

The Raytown Park Board has

been approached by the Friends

to consider purchasing a tract of
land on the site for $100,000 to
build an activity center at that
location. Members of the Board

seermn interested in cooperating

with the Association. Both the
historic home and activity center
would mutually benefit by sharing
the site. The Friends group made
it clear that they look forward to
the Park Departmentmanaging the
Rice property, with volunteer sup-
port services and renovation
provided by the Association.

[Sylvia D. Mooney is a trustee
and treasurer of the Friends of
the Rice-Tremonti Home Associa-
tion. She expresses special
thanks to Roberta Bonnewitz and
James Denny for their research
information provided for

Spring. Anyone interested in
helping with the” Rice-Tremonti
project should - contact - Mrs.
Mooney, 7120 Harecliff Dr.,
Kansas City, MO 64133.] |

. TRAIL FEATURED IN
NATIONAL MAGAZINE

"The November 1988 issue of
Travel and Leisure features an
article by Douglas Preston, "The
Way to Santa Fe: Following New
Mexico’s Pioneer Trail." It calls
attention to the major historic
Trail sites in New Mexico, par-
ticularly from Fort Union toSanta
Fe, with a few recommendations
about places to stay and eat. With
a national circulation of 1.1 mil-
lion, Travel and Leisure carries
the story of the Santa Fe Trail to

an expanding audience, which

will increase travel along the
route and visitation at the histor-
ic sites. <



CAMP TALES
—CHAPTER REPORTS—

Ctmarron Cutoff
by Mary B. Gamble

David Hutch1son, presrdent of
the Cimarron Cutoff Chapter,
received the chapter charter from
SFTA President Marc Simmons at
Clayton; NM, on the evening of
August 18. Simmons made the pre-
sentation at the Albert W. Thomp-
~son Memorial Library, following
his lecture on "Adventure and
Tragedy on the Santa Fe
.,Trarl " This was the firstlecture
in the Monroe Lectureship Series
sponsored by the library.

The Cimarron Cutoff Chapter was
the" frrst to be organized, and it

‘was accepted at the June 2Board

meeting ‘of SFTA at Larned

Prior to Dr. Simmons’s lecture,
, durmg a .dinner at the Eklund Ho- |
Hutchrson conducted a brief

tel,
'.busrness meeting:of the chapter.

Chapter members from Boise Crty,.

"Elkhart ~and - Sprmgfreld joined
.'-those from: Clayton for th1s meet—
ing-and the program..

Dawd Hutchlson

from SFTA. President ‘Marc ' Sim—
mons (Photo by Leo E. Gamble.)

1eft;, recelves the"-‘.'
Cimarron Cutoff Chapter Charter

- Simmons.

Wagon Tracks, Vol. 3 [1989], Iss. 1, Art. 1

"’ Texas Panhandle

by Dennis C. Clayton

SFTA President Marc Simmons
came to Amarillo on August 19 to
present the . Texas Panhandle
Chapter its charter andgive alec—
ture on the Trail. He spoke to a
group of 82 people, all of whom
were inspired by his talk. There
followed an autograph party for
Pnor to the program,
~Simmons was hosted at a recep-
tion in the: home of Mr. and Mrs.

Enos Jones and the chapter ex-..
tends a hearty thanks to. them for

their hospltalrty.‘ _,

Srmmons s - visit. was heavrly
promoted in the Panhandle. Chap—
ter Presrdent Charles Pitts- ap-
peared. on local televrswn sta-
tions.to promote the orgamzatlon
"and the vi sitby Simmons. Channel
4, the local NBC affrlrate, inter-

vrewed Srmmons and Pitts on. the
campus of Palo Duro ngh School
in front of- a marker which desrg—" :
‘nates. the route of Josiah'Gregg’s .
Fort Smith to Santa.Fe branch of = °
“ the Trail. At the’ Fifth Season Inn

where’ Slmmons gave his presen-

tation, thé’ electromc marquee of

_the motel. hrgh over-:1-40 read a. .-
‘continuous ..message: - "WELCOME -, .
MARC - SIMMONS, - “THE - SANTA 'EE

TRAIL LIVES ONH" Lol

SFTA Ambassador Paul Bentrup'
accompamed 'Simmons to. Amarrllo-

‘and ."blessed the gathermg with'-

his wit and good spirit."The chap-
ter is . lookmg forward to brgger;,
and:better thmgs next year.Look-

_ing . to: ‘theé year ahead Presrdent_.-’-
Pitts" hopes to'create’ excntement_k_

‘Over: ‘the" Gregg tra11 ffrom ‘Fort' .~
Smrth through the Texas Panhan-—:'-..
~dle to’Santa. Fe. Thrs route. was‘_;._-
a part-of-westward expans10n and -

'should : be . considered.:as: one:
bra_nch of the Santa Fe Trail. :

'Offlcers and board members of the C:marron Cutoff Chapter who attended
presentation of the charter, | to r: D. Ray Blakeley, Edgar White, Brooks

Littrell,  Mary:
Walton. (Photo by Leo E. Gamble.)

https://digitalrepository.unm.edu/wagon_tracks/vol3/iss1/1

B.. Gamble, David Hutchison,. Juamta Anderson, and Joan

a.

POTENTIAL CHAPTERS

Meetings have been held in
Council Grove and Ulysses, KS, to
discuss. possible -SFTA chapters -
in those - areas. No word was
received about the Councﬂ Grove

‘meeting.

At Ulysses the formatlon of the
Wagonbed Spring Chapter, includ-
ing  members from Grant and
Stevens counties, has been dis-
cussed at a couple.of meetings.
Fern Bessire was elected pre-—

‘sident of the group.

There may be other places thlnk-
ing about ‘or in the process of
forming a’ chapter.. Please send
news about’ any chapter plans and ]

developments to WT

HISTORIC MARKERS

3-;';..-

Have you . seen ‘one of these

srgns along the Santa Fe Trarl?
- They were. placed on Or ‘near
'schools‘located.n€ar the Trailon -
November 16,1948, by the Amer-.
ican” Pioneer'Trails . Association’
“with headquarters inKansas Clty,""

MO At that* tlme Judge Henry AL

“Bundschuwas pre31dent of the A= -'-‘-; ,' |
and Thornton~ .Cooke : "

":sociation," |
~was charrman ‘of the spec1a1 com=

mlttee that desrgned thls plan for - - -

markmg the,'histori¢- .Santa’ Fe
Trail. '‘Blevins -Davis; Indepén-
dence, MO, donated funds ‘to pro-
“vide the artistic plaques for mark-
ing the route. Irvrn Sh0pe was; the.\_
artist. T e e e ,

-Th Assocratron provrded a

e

Tra11 and - suggested a dedrcatron'-
program for November 16, ¢ 1948 |
Students were ~.to -conduct the'
cere-"mony and’ give the address-'
es.’ They were. encouraged to

dress. in pioneer costumeés forthe TR

occasion. The suggested program -

included singing "’I‘he Star Span-
gled Banner," an address on the
reason for the ceremony, unveil-
ing the marker by the Boy Scouts,
an address on the history of the
Santa Fe Trail, singing some pion-

‘eer songs, an address onlocal in-
- cidents connected ‘with the Santa

Fe. .T,_rarl .and singing "God Bless



Ameru;a " It was recommended
that parents, patriotic societies,
old inhabitants, and the publicbe
invited to attend the dedication.

A colored map of the Santa Fe
Trail was provided by the. As-
sociation with the recommenda-
tion that it be framed and hung
in the school before the dedica-
tion. Does anyone know where a
copy of that map may be found?

This was the most thorough ef-
fort to mark the Trail since the
DAR granite markers were erected
earlier 'in the century. The mar-
kers were placed on or near
schools, but - only a few remain
where orxgxnally placed ‘There is
one on a tree at Shawnee Mission
in -Kansas Crty and one at Lakin,
KS, hlgh school on the. flagpole.

There :is -one. at. the “Mahaffie

House in Olathe,. kS, ‘another:at

the Coronado-quvrra Museum in :

Lyons, KS, and.one hangs in: ‘the

window: of an anthue shop i inTrin-

-idad, -.CO:Tf anyone knows of the

locatron of ‘one: of - these 'signs,.’

please send 1nformat10n to WT ‘Be

.sure to: note 1f 1t“1s stxll in its

or1g1na1 locatlon “OF. 4f ithas been
-moved (if moved ‘try.to determine

where it wa's. ongrnally erected) -

"The Natlonal Park ‘Service: will -
soon be provrdmg ‘new. signs to

mark the. Trail.. This: will be.the

most extensrve marker programto’
date but the earlier. markers, in-
cludmg those of the ‘DAR and the
~ American. Proneer Trarls Assocra- .
tlon. ,should ‘be- remembered and-”

preserved when poss1ble.

[Specral thanks to JohnK erdle? B
- for. thrs rnformatrongfound in' a .
... cOopy of the - Amerrcan onneer :

~Trails Assoczatron programfrom

the coIIectron ‘of hxs Iate t'ather,

K enyon erdle ]

'PIONEER: STATUE

SFTA member Jane Mallmson,—

'chalrrnan of.the Frlends ofthe Na-.
tional Three Tra11s Interpretive

Center, states that the. City of In-

dependence is raising, funds’ for

..a statue . of ‘a Ploneer Woman to

be placed in. the: Sculptor Garden.

- at the new. Center. Your pioneer

ancestor s.name will be placedin

- a permanent re cord book for a don-

ation. of $25 00 to $1, 999, 00. Don-
ations - of $2,000. 00 or more will

put your ancestor’s name on the
base of the statue. Donations are
also accepted to honorthose liv-
ing. The new Tralls Interpretive
Center is scheduled for comple-
tion by April 1990. Send donations
to Pioneer Women’s Fund, Stan-
dard State Bank, 10801 East 23rd
St., Independence, MO 64052.<]
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THE ARMSTRONGS—ALL-AMERICAN TRAIL BUFFS

| by Betty Ann Parker

3 : Aaron and Ethel Armstrong in thelr hbrary

Aaron and Ethel Armstrong may ‘or ‘may not eat Wheatles for breakfast “

like the famous'’] ack: Armstrong of radio fame, but. callmg them the -

Dynamic Duo6 of the present—day Santa Fe Trail is no exaggerratlon

This' exuberant. couple ‘have- been over all or part of the. Trail eight .
times to dateé and have-a: hbrary of approxrmately 170 1tems lncludmg

'books pamphlets and machme cop1es, relatrng to 1t. et RN

-
g»

......

Santa. Fe in the m1d fort1es Both are educators and taught 1n Colorado,

_‘_Guam. ‘and’ Calrforma before retlnng to Roswell in 1979, Thelr mterest»:
[in-the: Santa ‘'Fe Trail- evolved from-their readmg of -books llke-"Susan
" ’Magoffm s ‘Down' the Santa Fe Trail and into Mexrco, Kate L: Gregg s

The Road'to Santa'Fe:.-The: Journals -and- Diaries of GeorgeC beley, -
'- and Marian Russell’s Land of Enchantment. AU G |

Therr frrst tnp was m 1982 after they had been readlng Hobart Stock-— L
ing’s Road to Santa Fe After a tnp to lowa and I1linois to visit relatlves ,

they used Stockmg s book . to follow the Trail back to New Mexrco

They recall, "Since we’d read some of the classics. about, the Trall
we enJoyed finding and photographrng landmarks and Trail sites men-

-tioned in_these- ‘books: :After that first trip, we were: ‘hooked Later .

that. year we' talked to’ Marc Slmmons and compared notes. about the
Trail. We found ‘that he was: wntlng a modern guide..to the Trail [FoI -
Iowrng the Santa Fe TrarI ~A: Guxde for’ Modern TraveIers] Our next
trip we- used his. manuscnpt to gulde ‘us .since the book was in press:-
and not ava11ab1e when we- left. 'We began acquiring more Journals

‘and books about the Trail and readmg more about it. IYou know how
~.one thing leads to another!. - e e ] .

. If anyone is 'wondéring: why the Armstrongs keep going over the same
terrltory with no 1nd1catron -of ever bemg through, they say" ‘they find
somethrng new each time they' make the Jjourney. Their last trip, Septem-
ber 1987, they found some new DAR markers they had not been able
to locate before." Meetmg Trail "buffs" along the way and talklngwrth
old-timers who live near the Tra11 is another incentive.

The 1ove of readlng and explormg feeds their hobbies of collectlng
and trail- huntmg Jack Rittenhouse’s The Santa Fe Trail: An Historical
Bibliography is a companion as they use the annotations to help
them pick out. pertment items about the Trail. Publishers’ catalogues,
bookstores and book rev1ews keep them abreast of: the new material
written on the Trail. ‘ ' e - ( contmued next: page )
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"Ethel’s favorites are Russell’s
Land of Enchantment, Gregg’s The

Road to SantaFe,Lt. J. W. Abert’s

Western America in.1846-47,
James J. Webb’s Adventures in
the Santa Fe Trade 1844-1847,
and Magoffin’s Down the Santa Fe
Trail and into Mexico.

Aaron likes Lewis H. Garrard’s
Wah-to-Yah and the Taos Trail,
David Lavender’s Bent’s Fort,

Joan Myers and Marc Simmons’s

AIong the Santa Fe Trail, and,
since Aaron is a fan of Kit Carson,
M. Morgan Estergreen’s Kit Car-
son: A .Portrait in Courage.

Ethel says Aaron likes to photo-
graph Trail sites, crossings, ruts,
landmarks, stage station ruins,
old forts—anything to give a
feeling of the Trail asitis today.
"Throughresearch in our book col-
lection, we use journals and
memoirs to create the feeling of
- yesterday—of the actual events

on the Trail. Combining thesetwo -
facets, we’ve made up a trave-

" logue about the Trail which we’ve
presented to various groups. Be-

~  sides slides, we collect pamph-

lets written by county and local
historians or Trail buffs thatgive
us bits of information about that

specific -small area. We’ve found -

many. of these in our travels, some
in print and others out-of-print."

The Ammstrongs throw them-
selves 'into their Trail Odysseys
'with tenacity, enthusiasm, and
. the .abandon of children off on a
" holiday.
never lose the joy of thoroughly
researching the areas they travel.
It hasn’t been all fun, though. "On

our first trip in 1982 we signed

up for an overnight wagon ride
through the Flint Hills south of
the Trail. A thunderstorm hit us
at the overnight camp spot about

dark, drenching everything. Not
being very hardy pioneers, we as—.

ked to be taken with our wetgear

back to the ranch where we’d left -

the car. We spent the nextmorn-.
ing at the local laundromat get—
ting everything dried out."

There have been more serendipi-
tous experiences thanunpleasant
ones: "On our 1984 trip we were
using Mrs. T. A. Cordry’s The
Story of Marking the Santa Fe
Trail (by the DAR in Kansas) to
find the familiar red granite mar-
kers placed. in 1906-1908 along
the Trail.
gas, we asked the attendant for
directions to Hartland—a once-
thriving town along the Arkansas
in 1908 when the marker was
dedicated. He looked puzzled and
asked, ‘Why do you want to go
to Hartland? Nothing there but an

https://digitalrepository.unm.edu/wagon_tracks/vol3/iss1/1

- the road.’
look

At the same time they -

Stopping in Lakin for
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old house and a tombstone along
‘Does the tombstone
like this?’ we inquired,
showing him a picture of a Trail
marker. He nodded and gave us

- directions not only to Hartland
but also to the Lakin High School

where we found two more unusual
Trail markers."

For Aaron and Ethel Armstrong,
retirement means pursuing every
facet of their literary interests
with all the energy and inqenuity
of a lifetime. Besides actively

. searching the Santa Fe Trail and

its artifacts, they teach an adult

-education class titled "Books of

the Southwest" at the Roswell

. Adult Center. Itis a survey course
-wherein they discuss thirty or
“more books in each two-hour ses-

sion. They tell something. about
the author, give a’ brlef review of
each book, and read a paragraph
to indicate style, particularly for
the New Mexlco classics.

. They have written a blbllogra—-

. phy, Discover New Mexico, which

they use with the class. The
Roswell Public Library sells it for
a small fee. As a service to their
students, the Armstrongs also
search for out-of-print books
they review in their class under
the business name of A & E Books.

Being with Ethel and Aaron is

- sometimes akin to entertaining a .

group of children just returned
from the circus. They are both so
alive, so interested in the new
Trail maeker they justdisovered,

so full of the tales about the flood -
they got caught in and how they .

almost didn’t get the trailer tur-
ned around on an abandoned trail,
that their stories come tumbling
out as they try to tell it all at

"once. If this is retirement, letme

at it!

[Betty Ann Parker operates a
bookstore, Parker Books of the
West, in Santa Fe. The Arm-

strongs are scheduled to show

their slides of the Trail during
the Symposium in Santa Fe in
1989.] -

TRAIL ROMANCE LEADS
TO TRAIL ROMANCE
"The Santa Fe Trail Lives On,”
and romance on the Trail is not
dead either. SFTA board member

Mark Gardner and Katie Davis of
our membership committee were

~ married in Colorado Springs on

September 4. They firstmet atthe
Trinidad Symposium in 1986 and
discovered they had more in com-
mon than just a love for the Santa
Fe Trail. Congratulations and Best

Wishes! - : <

-10-

~band’s g-pg-g-grandfather,

.€ra.

POST OFFICE OAK
~LETTERS—

Editor:

I am a new member of SFTA.
Recently I gave my copy of Trail
of Commerce and Conquest to an
important prospective member.
Enclosed is my check for another
copy. 1 can’t be without Ritten-
house’s brief history of the road
to Santa Fe. »
' August G.Schmuhl

1007 Paseo DeLaCuma:

Santa Fe, NM 87501
Editor: ‘ S

I am seeking information about
my husband’s family who traveled

the Santa Fe Trail in the 1800s.

Jonathan Barton was my hus-
| and
traveled with other members of
his family. We are surmising that
his oldest boys went along and

perhaps.some of his in-laws, Car- .

lews and Holtons. We have a

-large family history. If anyone
these -

has information about
folks, it would be so welcome.
Thank you.

Helen Ann Hancock

58 Via Morella

| San Lorenzo, CA 94580
Editor: -

I am interested in finding more
information about the traders,
drivers, and stores of the Trail
My pgreat-grandfather from
Missouri was a driver of a mule
train from Franklin, MO, to Santa
Fe in the late 1820s or early
1830s. His name was Rice Patter-
son, and he was hired by JohnR.
White to drive a teamto Santa Fe,

- where he remained for 3 years
clerking and selling goods. He.

crossed the plains on the SF Trail
6 times as a hireling, a merchant,
a captain of a company, and a
traveler. By 1838 he was back in
Missouri, married, and had taken
up farming on the family farm.
Where can I find more about the
time he was on the Tra11 and in
Santa Fe? Were there any stores
in Santa Fe bearing the name of
White or Patterson? Are their
records of the drivers and traders

of Trail days?

I have been in Santa Fe many
times and found my grandfather’s
name, Alexander Denny, on the

" mail calllistinan 1849 newspap-

er as he traveled to Calif. during

the Gold Rush. Hé was also there

in the Mexican War in 1846 as a
Missouri Volunteer. Thank you.

Mary Denny Ellerman

45055-21 E. Florida Ave.

Hemet, CA 92344
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BERNARD SELIGMAN: JEWISH ME

[Ed. note: This is the seventh in
a series on merchants and the
Santa Fe trade. Marc Simmons is

the leading authority onthe his-

tory of the Trazl and preszdent
of SFTA.]

In the penod after 1850 a number
of Jewish immigrants from Ger-
many entered the Santa Fe trade,
freighting over the Trail from Mis-
souri and becoming prominent in
the economic and political life of
New Mexico.- Aleading example of
such men who became involved in
the commerce of the prarnes was
Bernard Selrgman | '

Born near the Rhine Rrver on
November 23, 1837, Bernard Sel-
igman recewed a good education
and. learned .to ‘speak six lan-
guages fluently. ‘Before’ leaving
Germany, he'was associated with
the great'banking house of the

‘Rothschilds at.Frankfort-on-the-
‘Main.” *'After ;coming to-the Unlted_-,

States, he: located. brlefly in the
-Ph11ade1ph1a~ -area-‘where. he’ was
involved m,,_the manufacture of
cotton goods. L :

" 'In- 1856, Bernard notyet twenty,
-went west and:-traveled the Santa
Fe: Trail to ‘New Mexico. He was

going to ‘join -his older brother, .

Sigmund, who'had:settledin Santa

‘Fe in 1849-and since thatyearhad

 been “active..in: merchandising.
Sigmund Sehgman,-then 43, had
formed ‘a-partnership-in 1855 with

another German Jew, Charles -P.-

- Cleaver from" Cologne. Their firm
‘was known.as’ Sellgman&Cleaver

"which was sald to have: "engaged '
extensrvely in“a flourrshmg trade

‘over the. Santa Fe Trail."?

Young.: ‘Bernard: went to- work for
the company and by 1862 was a

full partner. By then Cleaver had

withdrawn, going on to_a career

in‘law.-and politics, and the firm

took the name Seligman Bros. One
of their many advertisements. in
the local Santa Fe New Mexican,
dated December 5, 1863, conveys

an idea of the ‘nature of thelr'

business: . : !,
Look Herel Look Herel

The place’ to get good bargains
is at Seligman Bros. We are con-
tinually receiving by express from
New York and other easterncities
and have continually on hand
every description of staple and
fancy dry goods: Domestics,
calicos, cloaks, mantillas, boots,
shoes, hats, caps, hardwareé
groceries, stationery, etc. etc.

It is known that Bernard was in
New York in 1866, probably mak-

Published by UNM Digital Repository, 1989
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by Marc Simmons

RCHANT ON THE TRAIL

.Bernard Seligman (left) and fnends Zadoc Staab and Léhman Speig elberg

with Kiowa* Indlans (Courtesy Museum of New Mex:co Neg No 7880

mg purchases for the flrm'*and ar—

ranging for thelr shlpment to the" ‘
head of t_he Santa Fe Trail in Mis— -
How many other tnps he 3
may have made in. these years 1s*“
-~ unknown." Thus far no diaries' or * "
Journals of. Bemard’s Tra11 travels Lo

s oun

have come to llght DL

One 1tem of record notes that'
| Sellgman Brothers' loaded in oné¢ -
_day in Kansas Clty 83 wagons with

an average of 5, 000 pounds each
for their store - m Santa Fe’ ‘which

at times ‘carried in stock as much
as - $200,000° worth - of merchan—

dise. A freight bill of $30,000 was
paid by the firm to one wagon train
carrying $125,000 worth of their
goods. This delivery was sold

-within three weeks upon arrival

at the Santa Fe store, and the prof-
it made on that single consign-
ment was $51,000. Total sales of
$10 million were reported tohave
been reached dtmng the life of the
company. '

From this it would appear that )

the Seligmans relied primarily
upon private contractors to trans-
port their freight to New Mexico.
This was clearly the case by the

early: 1870s when the Kansas

Pacifi¢c Railway reached Kit Car-
son, Colorado, the latest Trail

; _head for wagon trafflc to Santa Fe.

11—

Survwrng bllls of - ladxng and

invoices indicate thatOtero, Sel--
- Tar & Co.,’ Comm1ssron and For-

wardxng Merchants, was receiv-
ing con81gnments of .goods des-

- tined for Seligman . Bros..and
freighting them to the New Mex—
“ican capital. : . - R

Some" of the wares carrled as”
revealed in these documents,‘

were . clothmg,_ statronery, car-

pets,. tobacco, cheese, vinegar,’
‘mace, "
tubs, washboards, lamp wicks,
-and barrels and half-barrels of

pepper, oils, buckets,

whiskey. One shipment also in-

-cluded two ox yokes and wagon .

covers.® In. 1872 the Seligmans
had a government contract to sup-

'ply’grain to Indian agencies in the

Southwest, and the. yokes and

‘covers may have been intended
- for use of theirdelivery wagons.”

Both Seligman brothers took an
active role in the civic life of the

"Santa Fe community. As early as

1859, Bernard, along with his
good friend Zadoc Staab, joined

with other municipal leaders to

found the Historical Society of
New Mexico, the first such organ-
ization west of the Mississippi.®
An accomplished public speaker,
Bernard soon; galned polrtlcal in-
'fluence. and served in ‘both houses

L
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"of the territorial legislature. He

was also treasurer of the territory *

from 1886 to 1891. Sigmund devot-
ed most of his time to the busi-
ness, althocugh he was appointed
a Santa Fe County Commissioner
in 1876, the year of his death.®

Before the first bank was char-
tered in Santa Fe in 1870, Selig-
man Bros., in addition toits mer-
- cantile activities, engaged in
private banking. Thatwas a valu-
able service for Santa Fe freight-
.ers and others who were accus-

. tomed to carry thousands of dol-

lars on their persons. The firm al-
so helped finance construction of
the Denver and Rio Grande Rail-
road.’

At the end of his 11fe Bernard
Seligman. returned to live in
- Philadelphia, where he died on
" February 3, 1903. He left a wife
“and four children. His son Arthur,
born at Santa Fe in 1871, had en-
" tered the family business as a

bookkeeper in hisyouth, and took -

over its management upon there-
tirement of his father. He served
as mayor of SantaFe, 1910-1912,
and two terms as state govemor
from 1930 to 1933.1

. Arthur’ Seligman had two inter-
esting connections with the Santa
Fe Trail. First, as mayor of Santa
Fe he participated in the dedica-

tion ceremonies of the DAR "End

of the Trail" marker on the Santa
Fe plaza, August 21, 1911, ac-

cepting it on behalf of the city. =
Second, he acquired the last

- surviving- Barlow and Sanderson
stagecoach that had traveled the
Trail in the 1860s and 1870s. It
was the one involved in a famous
"holdup on Raton Pass in 1867 by

- the Kid Barton gang. The express

_ messenger and two passengers
had been killed and  $60,000
' .taken. Lawmen pursued the gang
and in 'a shoot-out a sheriff and
two deputies had been slain. But

Kid Barton was captured and han-

ged from 'a railroad bndge near
Tucumcari.

-Arthur Sellgman for many years
" rode in the coach during SantaFe
parades and pageants. In 1935,
two years after his death, it was
presented by his widow to. the
Historical Society of New Mexico.
"Today it remains ondisplay in the

historic Governors Palace on the:

Santa Fe plaza.'?

- NOTES

1. Biographical sketch of Bernard Seligman in
. Ralph Emerson Twitchell, O/d Santa fe (Dan-
ville, lllinocis: inerstate Printers, 1925), 477.
2. Quoted in "Obituary of Arthur Sehgman New
Mexico Historical Review, 8 (October 18933)
306. For a sketch of Charies P. Cleaver, see

https://digitalrepository.unm.edu/wagon_tracks/vol3/iss1/1
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Fioyd S. Fierman, Guts and Ruts, The Jewish
Pioneer on the Trail in the American Southwest
(New York: KTAV Publ. House, 1985), 66-85.
3. From ‘a microfilm copy in the New Mexico

State Records Center and Archives, Samta Fe -

(NMSRCA).

4. His presence in New York is mentioned in
Seligman vs Baca, 1866, District Court, Mora
County, Civil Case #37a in NMSRCS.

5. Figures are from an original advertising cir~
cular, undated, issued by Sehgman Bros. Co.,
in possession of the author.

6. Bills of lading, dated August 17 and November
4, 1872, in Seligman Papers, NMSRCA.

7. See for example, Receipts for delivery of
.corn and wheat to Agency at Fort Defiance,
Arizona, May 25, 1872, in ibid., NMSRCA.

8. Jacqueline Dorgan Meketa, touis Felsenthal
(Atbuquerque: Unwersuy of New Mexico, 1882),
20.

9. Daily New Mexican, March 14, 1876.

10. "Obituary of Arthur Seligman,” 306-307.

11. Twitchell, Oid Santa Fe, 477-478.

"12. The story of the coach is related in Boaz

. Long, "Stagecoach Traveling,” &l Palacio, €0
- (December 1953) 403-408. :

HOOF PRINTS
—TRAIL TIDBITS—

SFTA Ambassadors Paul Bentrup
of Deerfied, KS, and Les Vilda of
Wilbur, NE, both have their pic-
tures in Greg Franzwa’s new book,
Images of the Santa Fe Trail.

® | L L *

- The mid-summer event at Fort

. Union National Monument known
as Founder’s Day has been re- .

named and is now called Soldier-
ing on the Santa Fe Trail. This
year’s attendance was-1,030, and
WT editor Oliva was a speaker.
" ) B ) L ® . ., .. .
The National Park Service has
contracted with WT editor Oliva

"for ‘a history of Fort Union, NM,

to be completed in three years.
® e o o o '
Individuals are invited to join
the Lewis & Clark Trail Heritage
Foundation. Annual dues are $15.
Write: 1001 Upper River Dr./RR

4433, Great Falls, MT 59401.

Recent landscaping has

Rock, MO, site of the 1991 SFTA
Symposmm
L * -9 L L

Apparently the congressional
bill to bring the Glorieta Battle-
field and Pigeon’s Ranch Stage
Station, on the Trail 15 miles east
of Santa Fe, under federal juris-
diction is not dead as we pre-
viously reported. It is Just tem-

| porarily buried.

Jefferson National Expansion
Historical Association at 11 No.
4th, St. Louis, MO 63102, offers
a free catalog listing hundreds of
titles related to Westward Expan-

~12-

. Tim Zwmk

im- -
proved the. entrance to Arrow

sion. This is a good source for
members who don’t 11ve near

bookstores. _
® ® ® * ®

Secretary-Treasurer Ruth Olson

of Larned has been shepherding
the SFTA’s request for tax exempt
status through the bureaucratic
maze of the IRS.

e . @ g ® L

The American Hiking Society in
cooperation with the National
Park Service now publishes a
handsome newsletter, PATHWAYS
AcrossAmerica. Itfocuses onNa-
tional Scenic and Historic Trails.

For a free copy of the firstissue,

write the Society at 1015 31st St.
NW, Washington, D.C. 20007.
® @ ® _ & ® )

Betsy <Crawford Gore recently

left her position as archivistand

educational director at the Santa

Fe Trail Center, Larned, and now

resides in Wisconsin.
. * o o o o

The new archivist and educa- -

tional director at the Santa Fe
Trail Center is Jon Zwink, a new
member of SFTA and, incidentally,
the brother of SFTA boardmember

®- @ ® ® L

A dedicated company of cyclists
pedaled across Kansas, August
14-19, on the Kansas Santa Fe
Trail Bicycle Tour. Will it be

skate boards over the Trail next?
. L J & L ®

The Cave Spring Interpretive
Center is now offering guide serv-
ice over the Santa Fe Trail inthe
Kansas City. area. It'is intended
for school groups,
organizations. Call =
358-CAVE. o
) _ ® ® . @ & o

Good News! Grant County,- KS,
plans to build an access road to
the Wagonbed Spring site. The
new gravel road should be com-
pleted this winter. In the course
of the work, historical markers
there will be relocated.

. & ¢ ® ® O

The candlelight tours of Fort
Larned National Historic Site, on
October 28, featuring a living-
history enactment of the attackon

' the post by a rabid wolf 1n 1868,

was well attended.
] ® ® & ®

CGreg Franzwa is traveling the
Santa Fe Trail, showing slides of
the NPS survey work last spring,
and selling and autographing his
books. He intends to have the new
book of maps of the Trail availa-
ble early in 1989 and his auto-
tour guidebook out later in the
yvear. q

clubs, and
(816) -
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CONVERSE OF THE
PRAIRIES
~BOOK NOTICES—

The three books noted below are

published by Patrice Press, 1701
So. Eighth St., St. Louis, MO
63104. Each book is available at
the list price, plus .shipping at
$2.95 for -the:first book and .95
for each .additional book. Mis-
souri ‘customers - must add 6%
sales tax. Write the above ad-
dress, or -call toll free 1- 800-
367-9242.

William E. Brown, The Santa Fe
Trail:

National Park "Service
1963 Historic 'Sites Survey. St.
Louis: "Patnce Press, 1988. Pp.
221. Illus.,maps, notes, brbllog.,_

. index. Cloth, $17 95,

"This 1963 report has” untll now,

‘been available only -as;aNational
Park Serv1ce l1rmted ed1t10n. The
- volume': contalns a-good overv1ew_
history . of ithe’ Tra11 f1ne ‘maps,
and: descrrptlons ‘of: many 1mpor-"

tant - sites: along ‘the route. It

_serves as. an 1ntroductlon to the' .

-4t 1is -a valuable handbook to be-
carried on the Trail by the veteran-
.enthusiast. This is a study which

 rhany ‘students of the Trail have -

, I-wanted to: read and own Now that,
_'~-.',,1s pos31b1e. \ :

. -
£ "
o e s P

fGregory M Franzwa Impressrons
of ‘the- Santa Fe Trail.;St. Louis:
.Patrlce Press, 1988 Pp.,
lus., map, ,index. Cloth $14 95 _
'paper, $9. 95 S

‘This is a very personal book a

diary kept.by Franzwa during the
1988 - National Park Service ex-
pedltlon t0-prepare -newmaps,and
site descriptions .of the Santa Fe
National -Historic Trall ‘This .is
the story: ‘of .a 1love affair, - for: the

author is enamored W1th the Trall--

and with his work on 1ts story: and
maps. It prov1des a look at the
places ,and’ .people encountered
durmg the expedltlon it commun-

icates the ;excitement of dis—
- covery as the ‘author visits many.
places for the first time, and it

expresses plainly the frank opin-—
ions of a dedicated preservation-
ist and promoter.

Franzwa doesn’t hes1tate, for
example, to call the spurious
Council Grove claimof "birthplace
of the Santa Fe Trail" a? "silly
"baloney." ' Many

Published by UNM Digital Repository, 1989

_$19 95.

190. 11—

a tour of *Henry S Reuss Ice Age.“
_Vlsltor Center. ’

John- Leamon shared h1s report'_-
to OCTA -with- SFTA; -a. sportion .of -
his views- follow:: "It.became. ap— .: -
parent.that the- federal agenmes' _,
"(NPS, BLM, FS)- and -some, of . the. .

: Wagon Tracks. Volume 3, Issue 1 (Noyember, 1988)

students of the Trail have ques-
tioned this, and more than a few
scholars have recommended that

. the pretension be dropped. Fran-

zwa makes it clear that Council
Grove has soO many legitimate
Trail-related sites that this claim
only weakens the credibility of
community leaders. Perhaps,
h0pefu11y, this widespread expo-
sure in print w1ll achleve the de—
sired result. : -

) “. ,.‘. ® " . @ .
Gregory M. Franzwa, ‘Images"'of
the Santa Fe Trail. St. Louis: Pa-

trice Press 1988. Pp. 129 Illus., -

maps. $24 95

Cloth paper,

This .. collectlon of 114 black-—
and-—wh1te photographs taken by
the author in 1988 shows scenes
along “the entire ‘Trail . and its:
several branches. ~Franzwa . pro- -
vides :a’ brlef 1ntroduct10n to-the
volumeé and’ ‘captions for-the pic="
tures ‘In: addrtton to bemg a:fine,

_ representatrve selectlon of Trail
“'scenes; this:book:'is a:teaser.; It:

. makes :you -want: 10 ‘know..more . .

" ~about. the places, i "h'i'ch should, .
‘lead most readers ,torthen' 11brary
.and local bookstore and 1tmakes,

you ‘want: to get out andfwsrt srtes

along the route.,For thosesunable
1o travel :on, the Trail,. ,thrs hand
- 'some " volume provrdes an ann- s
_ chalr tour. ‘ -

n h’
. -‘{
» _‘;Is

. N oo

"~ - - ."t."
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NATIONAL CONFERENCE"

......

Current1y~tra11 1nterests are be

. 1ng promoted by Amerlcan Tralls,
. whiich”will,;be ‘studied.to see’if "-.. .. .
it adequately represents the. an-‘.. S
terests, of the Natlonal Tralls.: .i;_'_

-System. R g

As partof the conference act1vr-
ties, IceAge Natronal Scemc Trail

Pl .
¢

members. hosted a. three—mrle hrke_. '
along the Holy. H111 segment of the .
trail, a, drlve through a, portxon of

Kettle" Moralne ‘State Forest, and;_

Scenic ‘Trail groups were hopeful
that all natronal tra11 groups
could _ join .forces and Operate
under one umbrella group.-As time
passed, it became apparent that
the only advantage of this would
be a stronger voice in obtaining
congressional action; and even

that was questioned by some.

There is something to be gained

in supportlng an annual National

~13-

Trails Conference. . . . BothOCTA
and SFTA can benefit from ex-
changing views and sharingways
that have been successful in
solving problems and keeping
abreast of what new inroads the

other trail groups. are making in -

achieving goverment support.- It
will not .be in the best interest
of either OCTA or SFTA to join an
all-encompassing national trails

organization. It would, however,:
~ be well for some or all private

‘Historic Trail groups to meetand
. explore ways to help one another.

and toresista domlnance the Sce-.

nic Trail groups seem to already
enJoy Or are moving. toward in
terms of obtaining govemment

f1nanc1a1 support."_ __' U
HUTCHISON BABY
Crmarron Chapter Pres:dent

DPavid Hutchrson and hlS wxfe. h

Shlrley, have a- new: daughter,
. born: November 15 As many of you
~Know, -’ Shlrley had bram surgery
An- J une and has*had chemotherapy
treatments sulce Reports are that

....

Congratul at1 ons! wr o

Addltlonal chemotherapy tl‘eat__:: _
ments are planned,’ "Anyone’ who "

wr shes to contrtbute to- the ass1s—'

Clayton, NM 88415

COUNCIL TROVE

L —DOCUMENTS—

AN EARLY PHOTOGRAPHER ON
' THE SANTA FE TRAIL

- Matt Thomson, in his book EarIy_,

'_ _H:story of Wabaunsee. County, = -

' 'Kansas (Alma KS, 1901) tellsof -
'-encountermg .a wandermg photo-.j': -
“‘grapher .on the Santa Fe. Trail in.
%1862..Could he have been the: man’
“who took the picture of “a. wagont‘_\"_‘-

' citrain -at: Cow Creek. Crossmg (Rice:
County, KS) about that:time? The'
"photo is reproduced in: Marc Sim=
‘mons, ‘ed.,, On thé Santa ‘FeTrail, -

p.. 56, and is beheved 1o be one

'~ .of the ‘earliest irhagées of the Trail**
thus far drscovered Thomson" o

'wrote:

The value of. the work of ourlocal
photograhers as an auxnlhary fac-

tor in presenting our readers and:

those who will come after us with
true and life like represenations of
scenes and faces cannot be
overestimated. But the photogra-
pher of the presentcan well afford
to divide the honors with.the travel-
ing artist of the past Wlth un-,

‘“tance - fund establlshed 19° “help "
-r wrth Sh1rley § ‘medical - bllls' S
should 'send it to.the Fll‘St ‘State
““B'a‘mk B01se Clty, [0) € 73933 orthe R

*Farmers rand-’ Stockmens Bank i
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- -MEXICO: o .
Santa Fe Trace, 120 miles west -

bounded delight do we scan thelin-
eaments .of those most dear to

~.us—made possible by the old time

photographers advent among us
even in advance of other civilizing
influences. ' While crossing the
plains in 1862 we distinctly remem-
ber that at the crossing of the Little
Arkansas, on the Old Santa Fe Trail,
one of these traveling artists was

" encamped—going where, it is hard

to tell, butmaybe he knew. Besides
being of an adventurous spirit he
was accomodating [sic] as well.

With what patience did he upset

the contents of box after box in
his search for—well, it doesn’t
matter. Suffice it to say thatwhen
we returned to our camp we were
well satisfied with our trip. That
was forty years ago next July and
we have often wondered where on
earth that clever old man was going
with his_ tripod and camera, and

what he was doing.away out there
- on the Little Arkansas. But it

doesn’t seem so far away now.
Maybe he was taking sketches of

- the immense herds of buffalo that
. were never out of sight in the six-
ties, or of the bands of Indians,

who  presence- wasn’t alwax
agreeable to the men and boys who
always enjoyed life on the plains
better when the redskins were out
of sight. It was a case wherein dis-
tance

view.
. . e e o ®* @

" SANTA FE ADVENTURERS

Mark Gardner sent the following
item from the Fayette Missouri
Intelligencer, May 24, 1827: =

The following interesting letter was

-received by us, a few days since,

from our fnend and fellow-citizen,

-Col. Augustus Storrs, one of the

gentlemen composing the party
which Iately left this vicinity, on a
commercial ™ expedltlon to NEW

of Franklin, ‘May 18, 1827.

- DEAR SIR—-Agreeably
arrangement,
pany generally arrived at the Blue
Springs, the place of rendezvous,
on the 15th inst. We havein com-
pany about ONE HUNDRED FIVE MEN,
and” FIFTY-THREE WAGGONS and

"PLEASURE CARRIAGES. Our line of

march is atleast ONE MILE in length,
and is said to be extremely beauti-
ful to the eye of a spectator, and
certainly must appear formidablein
the estimation of Indians. The com-
pany is the largest which has

traversed -this route, are in fine

spirits, and do not -entertain a
doubt of going through in perfect
safety. We have adopted our form

-of government, and elected offic-

ers to carryitinto effect and oper-
ation. The following is a list of the
officers which have been appoint-
ed. We have elected the Rev. John
Pearson, Chaplin, who is a gentie-
man of very
and of very handsome scientific

https:// digitalrepository.unm‘edu/w'agon_track_s/vol.%/issl/1

lent enchantment to the
s

to previous.
the Santa Fe com-’

agreeable manners -

Wagon Tracks, Vol. 3 [1989], Iss. 1, Art. 1

and theological attainments.
CAPTAIN—Ezekiel Williams.
AIDS—Presley Samuel, Jas Glenn.
CLERK—James L. Collins.
MARSHALL—Rlohard Gentry.
PILOT—Joseph Reynolds.

COURT—Joshua Fletcher,
Dade, and James Ramsay.

COMMANDERS OF THE GUARDS—E.
Williams, P. Samuel, J.Glenn, S.
Turley, J. Rennison, R. Stowers, L.
Morrison, A. Barnes, and D.
Workman.

Although a pretty general ap-
prehension seems to have pre-
vailed that the present company
will be in danger, yet our numbers
and discipline, will ensure our safe-

Our government is almost as
complete and perfectas though we
composed a fullrepublican govern-
ment;
blessings of our. own insitutions;

John

"and | have no doubt the longerwe

are absent the more forcibly this
idea will occur to us. [f fighting
should be necessary, it will be as
much a matter of pride and ambition
to sustain the glory of our arms
and the honor of our country, as
to protect our own interests and
rights.

.s..,.

TRAIL TRIP, 1841

An unidentified traveler on the
-road to Santa Fe in 1841 penned-

this account in Santa Fe on July

.29 of that year. It was included .

in Charles J. Folsom’s book, Mex-
ico, in 1842, with a table of dis-
tances attached. This item was
found and contributed by Marc
Simmons. The original spelling
has not been changed, and the
distances are somewhat exagger-
ated. Because of the length of this
document, the first partis printed

here and the second partwill ap- |
‘pear in the next issue.

| left Vincennes on the 23d April

_ for St. Louis, with a view of ascer-

taining the. object of the visit by
the company raising for-the Pacific

- ocean. When | arrived at St. Louis,
- | found1had to proceed to Indepen-

dence, the .upper country on the
Missouri river and adjoining the
Indian boundary, 400 miles farther.

There | found three different car-

avans busily recruiting; the Rev. Bi-

shop Smith with a caravan to es-
.tablish a -mission: amongst the

Blackfeet Indians, in the valley of

the Columbia river; who left with-the

caravan to ‘California by the way

. of the head waters of the Columbia

river, commanded by Col. Bartleson
and Richma, composed of about
ninety persons ‘male and female.
The second to California, com-
posed of about 100 men and 30

women and children; and the third,
the yearly caravan, composed of -

merchants, to this cnty [Santa Fel,
Chihuahua, and Sefiora, consisting
of about 80 men and 40 wagons,

-14-

yet we can never forget the

| tlmber

loaded with merchandize, &c. The
caravans all left between the 8th
and ‘19th of May. After ascertaining
the object of the California car-
avan, Governor Boggs and myself,
having understood that a caravan
would positively leave Santa Fe to

~join the one by way of the Columbia,

raised ten men, and agreed to start
in time to overtake the Santa Fe
company at or near the Arkansas;
but on the evening prewous to our
departure the goveror’s wife was
taken ill, and he was. compelled to
abandon the adventure. Accord-
ingly, on the 19th of Ma

wagons loaded with provisions and

~arms, and three riding mules, feft

the line of Missourifor the far west.
The Indian country. as far. as

Council Grove, 200 miles from the ..
line, is perhaps as fine a tract of
~country as can be found in the

world; there is rather a scarcity of
but in soil and water none
can beAsuperaor The Council Grove,
as it is .called, is the ancient site

of a onge proud and mighty city. -

It is situated on the main White
river, which here formsacrescent
or_curve of about nine milesin cir-
cumference, and contains moreé
than a hundred mounds,. half of
which are more than ten tlmes as
large as those near Vincennes;
those in the centre are‘in the form

of a square, many containing a sur-

face of more than two acres, some
in the form of a triangle, and others
perfectly round. Here the Pawnee,

‘Arapaho,. Comanche, Loups, and
Eutaw Indlans all. of whom are at

war with each other, meet and
smoke the pipe one a year in
peace. Every person and every
thing are - held sacred for many
miles around this peaceful

down for many centuries among
the red men, and here their chiefs

~and great men are brought from
hundreds of miles around to bein- -

terred.. The numerous camps
every- where -to. be seen around
here, at once convince the trave-
ller that. this is the great rendez-
vous of thousands annually.
hence onward for 400 miles, there
is nothing to be seen butone eter-

nal desert, without a solitary stick

of timber to cheér the eye for thirty
days. Nothing here is to be had but
buffalo dung to cook the food that
is used, but with this the whole
prairies are covered, and it is an
excellent substitute.

We overtook the caravanin sight

'of the Arkansas, about 400 miles

from the line of the United States,
and 800 from S$t. Louis, without be-~
ing troubled by the Indians, and at-~

- tached ourselves thereto for dutg

in. crossing theriver, whichis muc
larger than at the mouth, and
always muddy, "and rolling her
quicksands into bars almostevery
hour, so that fords and crossings
are dangerous and uncertain.

(concluded next issue)

, myself
-and eight others, with t ree little

grove.
- This custom has been handed.

From-
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" HELP WANTED

We are looking for the names of
persons who came through In-
dependence, MO, on either the
California, Oregon, or Santa Fe
trails. Our plan is to create a li-
brary and genealogy centerto as-
sist those who are researching
their families who followed a trail
west. ‘ :

Please share any information

- you may have sowhen our Nation-
al Three Trails Interpretive Center
is opened in April 1990 we will

the recent OCTA annual meeting,
] was asked many times where one
could go for this information. This
service will fill a need. Send
information to me. Thank you.

Jane Malllnson, Chairman
Fnends of Three Trails

Interpretlve Center

‘Box 8604

Sugar Creek MO 64054

. "9 . 0

It would be helpful for all of us
promotlon of “the. Trail to.have

visitors the various sites . have.

These records will also help
anyone seeking to show the econ-
omic impact. of V1s1tors along the
Trail. If someone at each of the
historic 51tes, museums, ~etc.,
located.on . or near ‘the Trail, wﬂl.

send th1s mformatlon (annual vis-

itors. over the past several years.
would be helpful but the most

me before January 15 1989 Iw111

complle it for a report in the next

WT Thanks for your help. ..
. Leo E. Ollva
'RR"1, Box 31

Woodston, KS 67675-' h

ThlS IlSt 1nc1udes newmember-—
ships recewed since the lastis-
~sue up to November 15. Those
‘received after this printing will

appear in the next issue. If there.
is an error in thlS information, -

please send corrections to the
editor. If you know of people who
may be interested in the Associa-
tion and are not:amember, please
urge them to join. We thank you
for your support.

INSTITUTIONAL MEMBERSHIPS

Franklin or Bust, Inc., P. 0. Box 32,
Fayette, MO 65248 0032.

Heirloom Shop, P. 0. Box 1225, Ra-
ton, NM 88740

FAMILY MEMBERSHIPS |
Mark & Ursula Bevan, 5501 Foothills

Published by UNM Digital Repository, 1989

have a start on this project. At

' Workmg with site’ planmng and .

information- about: the. .number. of
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Dr., Farmington, NM 87401
Terrg & Carolyn Brown, P. O. Box
31, Liberal, KS 67905

. James&Judlth Budde 12816 Smal-

ley, Grandview, MO 64030
Donald & Arlene Buttel, 3324 W.
Scott Pl., Denver, CO 80211
Murietl F. Cleverdon P. 0. Box 446,

Lexington, MO 64067
Rebecca & Clark Coan, 307 Park Hill
Terr., Lawrence, KS 66046
Robert & Nancy Dean, 1221E. 18th
St., Farmington, NM 87401
M/M Marc Dorsett, Box 5033,
Topeka, KS 66605 -

Joseph &MaryCraneGorman 1258 ..

Atwood Ct., Longmont, CO 80501

Gerald L. Harns 3321 Old Mallard =

Rd., Enid, OK 73703 -
M/M. Roger C. Jones, Rt. 1Box 25,
Johnson, KS 67855

Baldwin & Ormle Lamson, 4706 Bal- |

boa Ave., Encino, - CA 91316
Vernon & Hazel Michael, P. O. Box
12, Baldwin City, KS 66006 .
Rlchard K. Moores, 2321Atk|nson

Amarillo, TX 79106

- M/M Jimmie - L:. Shlelds Rt. 1 Box B

15, Stinnett; TX 79083 .
Ral h & Mary D. Smith,. 3621 12th
t. NW, Albuquerque NM 87107

Wiliam ‘& 'Martha :Stewart, 1675-_‘._’
ankory Knoll Deerfleld lL 60015

INDIVIDUAL MEMBER SHIPS

‘Gladys P. Anderson, 1042 S. ouau'

Way, Lakewood, CO 80226

Wiliam ‘Aull, P. 0. Box 280, Lexmg-‘

ton, MO 64067

' -Mlckey Blake, ‘Box 4008 Taos, NM

- 87571

Mary Ann- Ponder Brady, 14 Vulla Dr -

Pueblo, CO.81001".

F. Robert- Dodson;:5336. Canada .
\fsta Pi.. NW Albuquerque NM‘

87120 .

Mary D. Ellerman, 45055-21E. Flor-_'_"

ida Ave., Hemet ‘CA 92344

" Ethel M. -Evans, Rt. 2 Box. 131A' :

Ulysses, KS 67880

Judy K. Fell, Box- 506, Houy,_cof

81047
Charles E. Franson 5806 Jamneson
Ave., St. Louis, MO 63109 .

Robert Funt 3806 N. [.owell Ave .y

Chicago, L 60641
Mary Ellen Sapplngton Good, 2809
Mills Rd., Prescott, Ml 48756

| _Audrey-"Gordon :300 NW 43 Terr;,

Kansas City, MO 64116 »
Paul Graham, 1400 Pond Rd., Glen—
coe, MO 63030 E

" Helen Ann. Hancock, '58 Via Morella,

San Lorenzo, CA 94580
William Higton; 6217 Ralston, Ray-—
town, MO 64133

Donald C. Hill, 621 San Juan Ave.,

La Junta; CO 81050

Lloyd Holbrook, 516E 15th Good-
land, KS 67735

Mary J. Kadlec, 1283 JamasonCt

- Belcamp, MD 21017

Rose M. Lee, Rt. 1 Box 139, Elk-
hart, KS 67950

Lucile R. Lewis, 614 N. Sullivan,
Ulysses, KS 67880

James W. Merchant, 203 Yorkshire
Dr., Lawrence, KS 66044

- Mary F. Moorehead, 817 Calle Vis-

toso, Santa Fe, NM 87501
-15-

Esta Morgan, 2130 SW High St.,
Topeka, KS 66611 -

- Joe Nardone 25082 Southport

Laguna HI"S CA 92653
Phyllis B. Norman 6118 Edith Blvd.
NE #197, Albuquerque NM 87107

Joseph H. Pool, 7409 Lynnlee,
Amarillo, TX 79121

Anne ‘W, Rea 900A WinchesterDr.,
Sedalia, MO 65301

Beryl Cam Roper, 1910 3rd Ave.,
Canyon, TX 79015

Lynn Supe 8175 Gould Ave., Los
Angeles CA 90046

A. Janice Sivils, Box- 641 Lakln KS
67860 |

Hardeman Smyer, Star Rt. 2, P. O.

Box 165, Jourdanton, TX 78026

Joe P. Smyer, 13411 Lobelia, San

Antonio, TX 78232
Lenore Stober, 8306 Cordova Ave
NE, Albuquerque, NM 87112
Corinne Surface, 537 E. Euclid,
McPherson, KS 67460 :

Wilbur Zink, Box 38, Appleton C:ty, |
MO 64724 '

Jon Zwink, Boi 236 Mackswlle KS

67557

All- matters relatnng to Wagon
.Tracks should be addresed to
the editor: .

. Leo E. Ollva |

- RR1,Box 31 .~ -
Woodston KS 67675 - -
(913) 994- 6253 :

All inquiries. regardmg.'m_e’m— |
bership should be directed to | g
“the secretary- treasurer , =
Ruth Olson. .. ° '~ 53
“Santa Fe- Trad Center ‘
RR3 .

Larned, KS 67550 A
(316). 285- =2054" -~ -

BEST WESTERN
BENT’S FORT INN
East Highway 50
Las Animas, CO 81054
~ (719) 456-0011

Quarter up at Bent’s
Fort Inn on the SFT
and visit
Bent’s Oid Fort
Boggsville ‘
Zebulon Pike Sighting
Kit Carson Museum
Kit Carson Chapel

Present this coupon for
$5.00 room discount



Everyone is invited to send no-
tices for this section; provide
location, date(s), time(s) and ac-
tivity. Remember this is a quarter-

ly. The next issue should appear -

in February, so send informa‘tion
for March and later to .arrive be-
fore January 20. Thank you.

Dec. 9-10, 16-17,1988: An 1846

" Christmas, Bent’s Old Fort NHS,
35110 Hwy 194 East, La Junta,
CO 81050 (719) 384- 2596.

Jan. 29, 1989: Kansas Day Cele-
bration, 9 am .to 5 pm, special
activities and free admission,
Santa Fe Trail Center, RR 3, Lar-
ned, KS (316) 285-2054.

April 12-14, 1989: Conference at
University of Nebraska-Lincoln,
“From panish Explorers to

Plains Settlers: The Hispanic Pre-

sence on the Great Plains."

Sept. 28-0Oct. 2, 1989: SFTASym-
. posium, Santa Fe, NM. Contact

Sympoisum Coordinator Adrian-

. Bustamante, P. O. Box 4182,
Santa Fe, NM 87502 (505)
471-8200. .

 FROM THE EDITOR

One of the many benefits of mem-
bership in SFTA is the freidns we
- make along the way. In recent
weeks we have had the plesure

of several SFTA movers and sha- .

kers as overmte guests in -our
home, including Sec.-Treas. Ruth
Olson, Director Joy Poole, and
Ambassador- Paul Bentrup. It is
always good to share ideas about
SFTA and the Trail.

- Many good things are happenmg
along the Trail, but]l am disturbed

by the controversy brewing over .

- the location of a federal-state
cooperative visitors’ center at

Wagon Tracks -
‘Santa Fe Trail Assocnatlon
RR 1, Box 31

fWoodston, KS 67675

https://digitalrepository.unm.edu/wagon_tracks/vol3/iss1/1
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the eastern end where it all began
in, the early 1820s. We all need
to be cooperating, rather than
competing, in the preservation
and promotion of the historic
route. It is, however, acceptable

behavior for 1ocal leaders to seek |

the location of an interpretive
center at their site.

What disturbs me most about
this controversy, from what [’ve
been able togatherinmy isolated
setting (mostly newspaper re-
ports), is the way this was appar-
ently touched off by a premature
announcement from the National
Park Service.

The SFNHT Plarining Team, as I

- understand it, is charged by Con-

gress to gather information and

- prepare a report with recommen-~

dations (the power and decisions
to commit funds apparently still

" reside with Congress). Proce-

dures prescribed ‘include publlc
meetings in preparatlon of thatre-

" port and in the reviewofit. Itap-

pears to be a subversion of the
process for anyone to announce
where a federal-state coopera-
tive center will probably be es-
tablished or where a shelter with
interpretive signs will be built,
rather than just gathering infor-
mation about possible sites, be-

fore a plan for management and

use has evenbeendrafted and be-
fore the SFNHT Advisory Council

has been appointed. Was this an-

nouncement a Plannlng Team de-
cision?

It is one thing to gather informa-
tion for that plan and another to
give anindication of where a cen-
ter will probably be located be-

fore the gathering is done. If .

those charged with finding the

facts possess the power to make .

such decisions before the facts
the process of public:

are 1n,
involvement is meaningless.

The controversy iS sounneces-
sary, even though it gets some of
the public involved to a degree
that would nothave happened oth-
erwise and brings forth a plethora
of information that may not have
been available to the Planning
Team. Even so, if the premature
announcement still stands after
the dust has settled, charges of
procedural subversion and favori-
tism will continue. If that an-
nouncement is changed after the
facts are all in, there will be other
embarrassed and unhappy people.
Meantime, much time and ink is

devoted to statements which too

often shed more heat than light.

Regardless of the outcome after
the controversy, the NPS has a
black eye and many along the
Trail who have fears of whatwill

bappen with the federal govern- .

ment involved have those fears
confirmed. Then all suppporters
of the Trail, including SFTA, suf-
fer. Whether what happened was
intentional or not, which no ob-
server can determine, the results
are the same and so is the public
judgment.

My pleais simple. Let the estab-
lished process work, gather the
facts before making recommenda-
tions, and be constantly vigilant
that decisions are made for his-

torical and not political reasons..

Then, when final decisions are
announced and funds are commit-
ted to projects, we all will know
everyone received a fairhearing.

We should expect and acceptno- '7

thing less. _
Ha trails! :
. ?py o —Leo E. Oliva
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