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SYMPOSIUM, “A HIGHWAY
BETWEEN NATIONS,”
SEPTEMBER 24-28, 2003

by Anne Mallinson

[Anne Mallinson is vice-president of
SFTA and coordinator for the 2003

symposium./

THE 2003 Symposium offers a vari-
ety of Trail experiences for those at-
tending the Independence/Kansas

City area event. In the 19th Century,.

Missouri Senator Thomas Hart Ben-
ton called the Santa Fe Trail "A
Highway Between Nations" and as
such the legacy continues into the
21st Century, linking cultures with
commerce. From the Wednesday
evening (September 24) reception at
the National Frontier Trails Mu-
seum, to the Sunday morning serv-
ices held overlooking the Missouri
River (September 28), members will
have the opportunity to tour Trail
sites, visit a variety of museums and
forts, attend lectures, hear the latest
Trail research, participate in work-
shops, sample Trail cuisine, pur-
chase books and maps, and ex-
perience time-period music. We even
have ruts!

Registration material, a schedule,
a list of accommodations, and a ros-
ter of speakers are included as an in-
sert in this 1ssue of Wagon Tracks.
For more information, contact coor-
dinator Anne Mallinson at (816) 230-
7228 or <SFTAMRO@aol.com>.
Save expenses by registering early.
The tours will give registrants a com-
prehensive understanding of where
the various Trail routes are located
in western Missouri and eastern
Kansas. After the registration dead-
line, the committee cannot guaran-
tee a seat on a bus, as unfilled tours
will be advertised locally. Additional
lodging information and maps will
be sent with your registration
packet. Updates as they occur can be
found online at www.santafe-
trail.org.

(continued on page 4)
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JUNE 14-15, 2003
SIX WESTERN CHAPTERS MEETING
SANTA FE

| JULY 1, 2003
I DEADLINE FOR NEXT ISSUE

&
DEADLINE FOR AWARDS
NOMINATIONS

JULY 15, 2003
SFTA ELECTION BALLOTS DUE

SEPTEMBER 24-28, 2003
SFTA SYMPOSIUM

PLEASE CAST YOUR BALLOT
BY JULY 15, 2003

Tue nominating committee (Roger
Slusher, chair, Deanne Wright, and
Mike Najdowski) has completed the
list of candidates for officers and
board members, and the information
about each nominee and a ballot for
your vote are enclosed as inserts in
this issue. Even though there 1s only
one contested seat on the board,
please take time to vote and show
your support for the purposes and
programs of SFTA.

These members who are willing to
volunteer time and expense to serve
a nonprofit organization deserve the
encouragement provided by partici-
pation of a large number of voters. It
only takes a few minutes to vote and
a few cents to return the ballot.

The ballots must be returned by
July 15 to Linda Revello, SFTA
Headquarters, Santa Fe Trail Cen-
ter, RR 3, Larned KS 67550. The re-
sults will be tallied by a special com-
mittee and announced at the sympo-
sium and in the November issue of
Wagon Tracks. Please cast your bal-
lot.

| EARLY COPY NEEDED FOR
NEXT ISSUE. PLEASE HAVE ALL

MATERIAL SUBMITTED NO
LATER THAN JULY 1, 2003.

EL CAMINO REAL TRAIL
ASSOCIATION FOUNDED

by John P. Bloom

[SFTA member Bloom, Las Cruces,
NM, was chair of the convening com-
mittee and presided over the opening

. sessions of the Socorro conference.}

A new, international trail associa-
tion, El Camino Real Trail Associa-
tion (CARTA), has been established
to promote awareness of and give .
support to El Camino Real de Therra
Adentro, in the well established style
of the Santa Fe Trail Association
(SFTA), theOregon-California Trail
Association (OCTA), and the Old
Spanish Trail Association (OSTA),
among others. The culmination of
more than a year’s effort, started un-
der the aegis of the Historical Society

of New Mexico, more than 100 trail -
enthusiasts met in conference at So-
corro, NM, March 14-15, 2003, to
elect a first slate of officers, adopt by-
laws, and start to enroll charter
members. The City of Socorro and
the nearly-finished Camino Real
Heritage Center, as well as Socorro's

(continued on page 3

Joy Poole, director of El Camino Real
International Heritage Center, speak-
ing at CARTA founding meeting {photo
by Ross Marshall).



PRESIDENT’S COLUMN

"THIS is one of those reports I enjoy
writing. I have only good news. The
SFTA board met in Trinidad, Colo-
rado, on Saturday, March 21. Before
telling you part of what we accom-
plished at the board meeting I'll tell
you about the workshop held the day
before the meeting.

The National Park Service had
given us financial support for this
workshop and Sharon Brown of the
NPS planned and led the meetings.
Sharon, by the way, did a great job
for us. We were asked to think of
ways the SFTA, the chapters, and
the NPS could cooperate in improv-
ing our Trail. Many chapter presi-
dents were 1n attendance as well as
the board and three NPS folks.
Sharon and I will distill the ideas de-
veloped at the workshop and present
them to you in our next Wagon
Tracks.

The board meeting was especially
well-attended as most of the chapter
presidents stayed over for 1t. The
most important issue addressed at
the meeting was the report by Ra-
mon Powers and the finance commit-
tee. They suggested several ways
that our budget could better commu-
nicate what we do and how we pay
for it. We also discussed ways in
which we could balance our 2003
budget. They suggested that we ac-
tively seek business memberships.
When I returned home from Trini-
dad I reviewed our list of business
memberships and found that we are
not doing a good job in this area.

By the time you read this message
chapter presidents will have re-
ceived a missive from me spelling out
what must be done. Restaurants,
motels, and other businesses that
benefit from people in the Associa-
tion or folks traveling the Trail
should be strongly encouraged to
join the SFTA. One new benefit of
such membership will be a separate
section on our web site. Those using
the Trail can go to the web and locate
motels, restaurants, and the like
who support the SFTA by having a
membership in our great organiza-
tion.

You will be receiving the slate of
candidates for the board and officers
in this 1ssue. Please consider the
candidates carefully and then

VOTE. I thank Roger Slusher and

2

https://digitalrepository.unm.edu/wagon_tracks/vol17/iss3/1

Wagon Tracks, Vol. 17 [2003], Iss. 3, Art. 1

All matters relating to Wagon
Tracks should be directed to SFTA
Editor Leo E. Oliva, PO Box 31,
Woodston KS 67675.
Toll-free Phone: (888) 321-7341
FAX: (785) 425-6865
E-Mail: <editor@santafetrail.org>

Headquarters of the Santa Fe Trail
Association are located at the office
of Treasurer Ruth Olson Peters,
Santa Fe Trail Center, RR 3 Box
137, Larned KS 67550; Office Man-
ager Linda Revello.

Telephone: (620) 285-2054
FAX: (620) 285-7491

E-Mail: <trailassn@larned.net>

his committee for the fine work they
did in getting people to run for office.

We have a new web master. Larry
Mix has agreed to help us out in this
very important area. Those of us us-
ing computers and the Internet
know the power and influence a good
web site can have. My thanks to
Dave Webb for his web master work
the last few years. I appreciate the
sacrifices that Dave made to keep
our site "up and running." Be sure to
visit the web site often: www.san-
tafetrail.org.

Lastly, I am really "up” right now
as my wife and I just returned from a
meeting of the Texas Panhandle
Chapter of the SFTA. Kathy Wade
and Clint Chambers invited me to
drive over and visit one of thelr meet-
ings and see parts of their trails. Al
vin Lynch, a most knowledgeable
guide, showed us many pieces of the
1840 Gregg Trail. You remember
that Josiah Gregg established a
route from Fort Smith, Arkansas, to
Santa Fe in 1839, returning east in
1840. Read, or reread, his book for a
fascinating account of his opening of
this southern branch of the SFT.

Bev and I greatly enjoyed our visit
to Amarillo. We'd been through the
area on I 40 several times but this
was our first real visit. Don't put
your visit off as we had. I strongly en-
couraged the chapter to consider
hosting Six Western Chapters meet-
ing in the near future. The treasures
of the Panhandle are there to be
enjoyed.

The Pike Bicentennial Commis-
sion met at Trinidad March 20, and
planning continues for commemora-
tion of that important exploring ex-
pedition of 1806-1807. Keep reading
“Pike’s Column” in WT.

—Hal Jackson

Wagon Tracks

WAGON TRACKS is the official
publication of the Santa Fe Trail
Association, a nonprofit organiza-
tion incorporated under the laws of
the State of Colorado. Letters and
articles are welcome, but they be-
come the property of WT and may
be edited or abridged at the editor’s
discretion. All rights reserved. An-
nual subscriptions are obtained
through membership in the Asso-
clation, whose dues are fixed per
calendar year. Checks should be
made payable to the Santa Fe Trail

Association and sent to the trea-
surer (address below).

Membership Categories

Life $885
Benefactor $1.000
Patron $100/year
Institutional $40/year
Business $40/year
Family $30/year
Individual $25/year

Youth (18 & under) $15/year

Editor: Leo E. Oliva, PO Box 31,
Woodston KS 67675 (888) 321-
7341, <editor@santafetrail.org>

President: Hal Jackson, 45 Calle
del Norte, Placitas NM 87043 (505)
867-1742, <halitojacks@aol. com>
Vice-President: Anne Mallinson,
964 NW 600, Centerview MO
64019 (816) 230-7228, <SFTAMRO
@aol.com>

Secretary: Michael Olsen, 5643
Sonnet Heights, Colorado Springs,
CO 80918 (719) 559-1955, <Olsen
Miguel@aol.com>

Treasurer: Ruth Olson Peters,
Santa Fe Trail Center, RR 3,
Larned KS 67550 (620) 285-2054,
FAX (316) 285-7491, <trallassn@
larned.net>

2003 Symposium Coordinator:
Anne Mallinson, see above under
vice-president.

Publicity Coordinator: Michael
E. Pitel, PO Box 31386, Santa Fe
NM 87594 (505) 982-2704, <Pitel
TSNM@aol.com>

Directors:

John Atkinson, MO (816) 233-
3924

Helen Brown, KS (620) 697-4597

Clint Chambers, TX (806)-791-
3612

Dub Couch, CO (719) 254-3000

Faye Gaines, NM (505) 485-2473

Robert Kincaid, TX (940) 684-1531

Nancy Lewis, MO (816) 229-8379

Richard Louden, At-Large (719)
946-5513

Ramon Powers, At-Large (785)
478-9526

Mike Slater, OK (580) 327-5249

Joanne VanCoevern, KS (785)
825-8349

Stephen Whitmore, NM (505) 454-
0683

Vacancy, CO

Vacancy, OK

VISIT SFTA ON THE INTERNET
<http://www.santafetrail.org>
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DAVID S. LAVENDER

David Lavender, author of many
books and featured speaker at the
first Santa Fe Trail Symposium 1n
Trinidad, CO, in 1986, died at his
home in Ojai, CA, on April 26, 2003,
at the age of 93. He grew upon on a
Colorado ranch and became a re-
nowned historian of the American
West. Among his many books are
Bent’s Fort (1954), The Trail to
Santa Fe (1958), and The Santa Fe
Tratl (1995). A complete list of his
writings would fill this column.

Lavender became head of the Eng-
lish department at Thacher School
for Boys near Ojai, CA, 1in 1943. He
was nominated twice for the Pulitzer
Prize and was honored in 1997 by the
Center of the American West at the
University of Colorado with the Wal-
lace Stegner Award for sustained
contribution to the cultural identity
of the American West. He 1s survived
by his wife Muriel. Condolences are
extended to family and friends.

CARTA

(contfinued from page 1)

Camino Real Heritage Center Foun-
dation lent invaluable support to the
meeting.

George Torok of El Paso, Texas,
was elected president; Thomas E.
Chavez of Albuquerque and Santa
Fe, NM, was elected vice-president;
Cameron Saffell of Las Cruces is sec-
retary; Helen Geer of Santa Fe is
treasurer; and the fifth officer, the
International Liaison Officer, 1s R.
B. *Ben?* Brown, who divides his time
and talents between the University
of Texas-El Paso and Mexico’s Insti-
tuto Nacional de Arqueologia y His-
toria. They will see to the election of
a broad-based board of directors, the
startup of a newsletter and a web
site, and planning for a first mem-
bership meeting, tentatively set for
Saturday, September 20, 2003.

The meeting at Socorro featured
an ingathering and evening recep-
tion at the historic Garcia Opera
House, with a keynote address by
Oakah L. Jones, Jr. The full-day pro-
gram on March 15 was kicked off by
the keynote address by the distin-
guished Mexican scholar, José Luis
Punzo Diaz, director of the Museo de
las Culturas del Norte, Paquimé,
Meéxico, for which an English trans-
lation was available. Later panels
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featured representatives of the Old
Spanish Trail Association (OSTA), of
SFTA, and of the Partnership for the
National Trails System. Joy Poole,
"mother of SFTA" and director of El
Camino Real International Heritage
Center south of Socorro, told about
the nearly-completed Center. Wil-
lard Lewis, former OSTA president,
spoke of plans for a coalition of his-
toric trails 1in New Mexico: SFTA,
OSTA, US Highway 66, and of course
CARTA-all of with a focus on Santa
Fe, for which there may be support
from state tourism interests. Marc

Simmons, well known historian and

"father ot SFTA," presided over the
session at which CARTA was for-
mally established.

Interested persons who were un-
able to attend this conference can
still, for a limited time, join CARTA
as charter members. Individual dues
are $25, or $30 for a joint member-
ship. Send a check made out to
CARTA to CARTA, PO Box 15162,
Las Cruces NM 88004-5162. Student
and institution charter member-
ships are also available for $20 and
$100 respectively. See an 1nsert in
this 1ssue with membership informa-
tion and application form.

PARTNERSHIP REPORT
by Ross Marshall

[SFTA Ambassador and former
President Marshall is the SFTA rep-
resentative to the Partnership for the

National Trails System (PNTS).]

1 attended the Partnership's Lead-
ership Council meeting in Washing-
ton D.C. in early March and am
pleased to report that all but two of
the twenty-three National Scenic
and Historic Trails groups are now
dues paying members, and we are
working on those. In addition, after
what has seemed like forever, the
IRS has approved our 501(c)3 tax-
exempt status.

Aside from the usual committee
and financial reports and approval of
the 2003 PNTS work plan, some of
the issues on the agenda were the
continuing implementation of Fed-
eral ADA Standards and Guidelines
(FSTAG) and the proposed initiative
by the federal agencies to outsource
some of their scenic trail building
and maintenance management re-
sponsibilities, neither of which af
fects the Santa Fe Trail to the same

Wagon Tracks

extent as the scenic trails.

The good news from Washington
1s that Congress finally passed the
'02-'03 appropriations bills. The bad
news 1s that trails got very little in-
crease, including SFNHT. In prepa-
ration for '04 and '05 budgets, the
Partnership spent time working
with not only Congress but also the
administration side.

In addition to meeting with the
House Interior Appropriations Sub-
committee staff and calling on our
Senators and Representatives along
the Santa Fe Trail, a few of us also
met with a representative of the Of-
fice of Management and Budget, As-
sistant Director of the Department of
the Interior Lynn Scarlett, and with
National Park Service Director Fran
Mainella. Hopefully these meetings
will help strengthen their commit-
ment to trails funding.

The Partnership is supporting the
reintroduction of the Willing Seller
and Trails Feasibility Study (now
called the Pioneer Historic Trails
Studies Act) bills which were lost in
the Senate ‘inactions’ of last fall.

The Arizona Trail and the Pacific
Northwest Trail are both seeking
congressional designation as Na-
tional Scenic Trails. In addition, sev-
eral feasibility studies are underway
including the Star Spangled Banner,
the Washington Rochambeau, and
the Navajo Long Walk trails.

The 9th Long Distance Trails Con-
ference will be held in Bow, Wash-
ington, on Puget Sound, August 21-
25, hosted by the Pacific Northwest
Trail Association. This will be a mar
velous venue and should be well at-
tended. It would be nice to have two
or three SFTA leaders attend this
conference. Anyone who wants to
consider attending, please contact
me and I will get you a registration
packet when available.

LARRY MIX NEW WEB MASTER

LARRY Mix, SFTA member from
St. John, KS, was selected by the
SFTA board meeting at Trinidad to
serve as the new web master for the
SFTA site. He replaces Dave Webb,
who has handled this task for several
years. Thanks to Dave for keeping
this site going, and thanks to Larry
for assuming the duties. Be sure to
visit the SFTA web site at <www.
santafetrail.org>.



SYMPOSIUM

{continued from page 1)

The symposium committee invites
participants to bring a photograph or
picture which highlights the con-
tinuing legacy of the Santa Fe Trail.
These may include ancestors who
were Involved in matters of the Trail,
current participants and their de-
scendants who support Trail preser-
vation, or current members and their
protégés who share a passion for the
Santa Fe Trail. The theme 1s "From
the Past to the Present, Generations
on the Trail." We will create a collage
of the pictures to be displayed in the
lobby area. All photographs will be
returned to their owners at the end
of the symposium.

A Santa Fe Trail Symposium or
Rendezvous 1s like a family reunion,
but you don't have to bring a covered
dish. The Missouri River Outfitters
branch of the Santa Fe Trail family
i1s looking forward to hosting this
event. Join us September 24-28 for a
rousing good time!

COLLEGE CREDIT AVAILABLE
AT 2003 SYMPOSIUM

Dr. Joyce Thierer, Emporia State
University, will offer a Santa Fe
Trail class 1n connection with the
September symposium. The courseis
especially recommended to teachers.
Course requirements include atten-
dance at symposium and additional
projects. For details, contact Dr.
Thierer at Dept. of Social Sciences,
Emporia State University, Emporia
KS 66801-5087, phone at office (620)
341-5533 or home (620) 528, 3580, e-
mail <thiererj@emporia.edu> or
<ridehist@satelephone.com>.

THE SFTA ARCHIVES NEED YOU

The Santa Fe Trail Association
has recently received a large dona-
tion of maps that are to be used by
nembers for marking the Trail. Bef-
ore they can be checked out, the
maps need to be folded, labeled and
rehoused. If you are interesting in
volunteering for this task or wish
further information, please contact
Betsy Crawford-Gore at the Santa
Fe Trail Center by phone (620) 285-
2054 or e-mail at trailctr@larned.
net.

.

REMEMBER THE SANTA FE TRAIL
ASSOCIATION IN YOUR WILL

A
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DAR MADONNA REDEDICA.-
TION AT COUNCIL GROVE

by Shirley Coupal

[SFTA member Coupal is state histo-
rian of KSDAR.]

THE Kansas Society Daughters of
the American Revolution will host a
75th anniversary and rededication
celebration of the Madonna of the
Trail statue in Council Grove, KS,
September 7, 2003. National Society
DAR President Linda Tinker Wat-
kins and National DAR Historian
Beverly Jensen will be present.

Morning events are DAR related,
including 9:00 a.m. worship service
at Kaw Mission and 11:00 a.m. lunch
at the Country Club, and reserva-
tions are required. Nonmembers are
welcome if space permits. Non-DAR
participants please contact Shirley
Coupal at <scoupal@uno.com> for
information. DAR members contact
Clarice Kennedy at <bckenn@cable
rocket.com>.

Afternoon events at Madonna
Park are open to the public and eve-
ryone 1s invited. The rededication
ceremony 1s at 1:00 p.m., including
color guard, bands, flag raising, re-
marks by KSDAR State Regent Pa-
tricta Eddy Carpenter, keynote ad-
dress by Bill Kurtis, and remarks by
DAR President Linda Tinker Wat-

kins.

Other plans are still be made and
will be reported in the next issue of
WT. The KSDAR hopes for a large
crowd to celebrate this event. News-
paper accounts of the original dedi-
cation on September 7, 1928, esti-
mated there were 10,000 in atten-
dance.

SFTA MEMBERSHIP ROSTER

THOSE interested in having a cur-
rent SFTA Membership Roster may
order one from Last Chance Store,
PO Box 3, Woodston KS 67675, for $5
postpaid. Periodic rosters have been
provided to all members in the past,
but a tight budget prompted the
board to change this policy. Many
members may not want the roster.

The roster, printed when ordered
so 1t will be current, 1s available on 3-
ring notebook paper or bound with
plastic comb. Please enclose pay-
ment with orders and specific format
wanted. Allow at least three weeks
for delivery

Wagon Tracks

MITZI FRANK NEW SUPERIN-
TENDENT AT FORT UNION NM

MITZI Frank, a 20-year veteran of
the National Park Service, was re-
cently named superintendent at Fort
Union National Monument. A native
of South Dakota, she has served at a
number of National Parks, most re-
cently at Sitka National Historic
Park 1n Alaska. Welcome to the
Santa Fe Trail, Mitzi.

SANTA FE TRAIL BIKE TREK

WILLARD Chilcott, director of the

biennial Santa Fe Trail Bike Trek,

has announced the schedule for

2003. There will be 50 riders. SFTA

members living along the Trail may

want to greet the bikers as they

travel nearby. The schedule follows:

Sept. 13: check 1n at Santa Fe

Sept. 14: Santa Fe to Las Vegas, NM

Sept. 15: Las Vegas to Wagon Mound

Sept. 16: Wagon Mound to Cimarron

Sept. 17: Cimarron to Trinidad, CO

Sept. 18: Rest day in Trinidad

Sept. 19: Trinidad to La Junta

Sept. 20: La Junta to Lamar

Sept. 21: Lamar to Lakin, KS

Sept. 22: Lakin to Dodge City

Sept. 23: Rest day in Dodge City

Sept. 24: Dodge City to Larned

Sept. 25: Larned to Sterling

Sept. 26: Sterling to Hillsboro

Sept. 27: Hillsboro to Council Grove

Sept. 28: Rest Day in Council Grove

Sept. 29: Council Grove to Baldwin
City .

Sept. 30: Baldwin City to Independ-
ence, MO

Oct. 1: Independence to Lexington

Oct. 2: Lexington to Arrow Rock

Oct. 3: Arrow Rock to New Franklin

For more information, contact
Chilcott at (505) 982-1282.
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PIKE’S COLUMN

[This special column ivill continue as
a series in Wagon Tracks until the
close of the Zebulon Montgomery
Pike Southwestern Expedition Bicen-
tennial activities in 1807. It features
documents, articles, bibliography,
and notes which tell the story of Pike,
his expeditions, and related topics.
Submissions are solicited for this col-
umn, and suggestions are welcome.

There are four Pike items in this is-
sue: (1) a bibliography, (2) article
about Pike’s route near Pueblo, CO,
(3) plans of Colorado Springs Pio-
neers Museum for the bicentennial,
and (4) the first installment of Pike’s
journal. Special thanks to Stephen
Hyslop, Peyton Abbott, and Matt
Mayberry for their contributions

A note on Pike’s military rank is in
order. He is often referred to as Lieu-
tenant Pike as well as Captain Pike.
When he began his Southwestern ex-
pedition in July 1806 he was a lieu-
tenant, but his promotion to captain
was dated August 12, 1806, and thus
it is with the rank of captain that
Pike is properly identified during the
remainder of the expedition.

Roy E. Pike, president of the Pike
Family Association of America, has
been in contact with information
about plans for a Pike family reunion
at Colorado Springs in 2006. He
plans to write an article for this col-
umn about the Pike family. Check out
their web site at <http://pikefam-
ily.org> Keep up to date with Pike
Bicentennial plans at <www. pikebi-
centennial.org>.]
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ZEBULON MONTGOMERY PIKE'S SOUTHWESTERN EXPEDITION:
BIBLIOGRAPHY FOR A NEGLECTED CHAPTER OF OUR HISTORY

by Stephen G. Hyslop

[SFTA member Hyslop, Alexandria,
VA, is a freelance historian and
author of the highly-acclaimed book,
Bound for Santa Fe: The Road to
New Mexico and the American Con-
quest, 1806-1848 (University of
Oklahoma Press, 2002), and a recent
article about Pike, "An Explorer or a
Spy?"” American History 37 (August
2002): 58-64. He was also editor of
the Time-Life series on American In-
dians. He is a volunteer consultant to
the Pike Bicentennial Commission.
His introductory essay to this bibliog-
raphy is an invaluable introduction
to the study of the Pike Expedition.
The following bibliography is se-
lective and does not include obscure
items, ephemera, or children's books.
Suggestions for additions are solic-
ited, and relevant selections will be
noted in Wagon Tracks and posted
with the bibliography on the web site
<www.pikebicentennial.org>.]

THOSE who would like to become
experts on Zebulon Montgomery
Pike without quitting their day jobs
will be glad to hear that the bibliog-
raphy on the explorer and his South-
western expedition of 1806-1807 1s
relatively brief. The list of books and
articles that follows contains fewer
than three dozen items. This list 1s
incomplete—we welcome additional
entries from readers and contribu-
tors—but it will never approach the
dimensions of the bibliography on
the Lewis and Clark expedition, for
which the catalogue of the Library of
Congress (www.loc.gov) lists over
200 entries. By contrast, I have not
seen a single authoritative book de-
voted to Pike's Southwestern expedi-
tion, other than critical editions of
Pike's own journal of the reconnais-
sance, despite the fact that it had
consequences for American expan-
sion rivaling those of the Lewis and
Clark expedition.

The dearth of literature on Pike
and his Southwestern venture re-
flects a not entirely benign neglect of
the explorer by historians and the
general public. Some authors have
raised questions about Pike's charac-
ter, credibility, and possible involve-
ment 1n a conspiracy to seize Span-
ish territory in the Southwest with-
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out the knowledge or consent of
President Thomas Jefferson. The dif-
ficulty of resolving such questions
(conspiracy theories are hard to dis-
prove) has evidently discouraged
scholars from taking a fresh look at
Pike, while serious interest in Lewis
and Clark continues to mount.

Both expeditions grew out of a mo-
mentous event whose bicentennial 1s
upon us: the Louisiana Purchase,
signed in Paris by American negotia-
tors on April 30, 1803. That deal was
rightly hailed as a masterstroke by
Jefferson, but it was not as much of a
bargain for the U.S. as some have
claimed. For 15 million dollars, the
nation acquired from France its
vastly inflated claim to the province
of Louisiana, which supposedly em-
braced everything west of the Missis-
sippl River up to the headwaters of
its tributaries, including the Mis
sourl, Arkansas, and Red rivers. By
those standards, the Louisiana Pur-
chase more than doubled American
territory for what amounted to a few
cents an acre. But in truth, only set-
tled areas along the Mississippi-
including the towns of St. Louis and
New Orleans, which proved great as-
sets for the U.S.—actually changed
hands as a result of the deal. Else-
where, what the French called Lou-
1s1ana was in fact Indian country, oc-
cupied by tribes that had never been
subject to France or had transferred
their allegiances to Britain or Spain,
which contested U.S. claims under
the Louisiana Purchase. It would
take Americans the better part of a
century to gain firm control of that
immense tribal territory, at a cost in
blood and treasure that dwarfed the
original purchase price.

If the Louisiana Purchase was not
exactly a steal for the U.S., it was 1n-
deed one of the most significant
events 1in American history. For it
greatly accelerated the pace of west-
ward expansion. Among the conse-
quences of the deal were several
government-sponsored explorations
of the newly acquired territory, be-
ginning with the journey of the
Corps of Discovery under Lewis and
Clark—who reached the headwaters
of the Missour: River (the limits of



the Louisiana Purchase in the
Northwest) in the summer of 1805
before continuing on to the Pacific—
and culminating in Captain Pike's
military reconnaissance of 1806-
1807, which probed the limits of the
Louisiana Purchase in the South-
west and - brought him up against
Spanish forces in New Mexico.

To be sure, the transcontinental
journey of Lewis and Clark had an
epic sweep that Pike's trek to Chi-
huahua and back (part of it under-
taken as a prisoner) could not quite
match. But this was just one of the
factors that helped enshrine Lewis
and Clark as national icons while
relegating Pike to the status of a
shadowy and somewhat controver-
sial figure in the annals of American
exploration. Perhaps the greatest
advantage Lewis and Clark enjoyed
in the eyes of posterity was that their
expedition was conceived and spon-
sored by that revered founding fa-
ther Jefferson, whereas Pike's ven-
ture was set in motion by one of
America's more disreputable author-
ity figures, General James Wilkin-
son.

Not only was Wilkinson a spy in
the service of Spain—a rival power
that nearly went to war with the
U.S. while Wilkinson was entrusted
with the defense of the newly ac-
quired Louisiana Territory—but he
also conspired with former vice-
president Aaron Burr to carry out a
filibuster or coup of some sort in the
Southwest around the time that Pike
embarked on his expedition. Burr's
accusers claimed he had treasonous
designs on American territory, but
he was acquitted of treason in fed-
eral court in 1807 after Wilkinson
turned on him and testified for the
prosecution. (As a cooperative wit-
ness, Wilkinson faced no charges
himself, but his already blemished
reputation was further tarnished.)
In the same trial, Burr was also ac-
quitted of the lesser charge of levying
war against Spain, a nation with
which the U.S. remained officially at
peace. Yet evidence suggests that he
and Wilkinson indeed had hostile de-
signs on Spanish territory.

Disclosure of the Burr-Wilkinson
conspiracy aroused suspicions 1n
some quarters that Pike and his
Southwestern expedition were part
of that plot. Those suspicions were
seemingly laid to rest when Secre-
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tary of War Henry Dearborn de-
clared in writing that he had been 1n-
formed by Wilkinson of Pike's recon-
naissance and that President Jeffer-
son knew and approved of the expe-
dition and its results. Pike's subse
quent death in battle in 1813, while
leading troops against the British as
a brigadier general, confirmed his
patriotism and argued against the
idea that he would knowingly have
accepted any assignment from Wilk-
inson contrary to the interests of his
country and his duties as an officer.
Yet charges to that effect resurfaced
after his death and remain current to
this day—as demonstrated by a re-
cent book by M. R. Montgomery enti-
tled Jefferson and the Gun-Men,
which accuses Pike of playing "a ma-
jor part in the Burr-Wilkinson plot."
(The quote is from the book's cover
and accurately reflects its contents.)

To say that Pike was party to the
Burr-Wilkinson conspiracy 1s a seri-
ous charge, and the burden of proof
rests with his accusers. In reviewing
the literature on Pike and his South-

western expedition, I have seen -

nothing that comes close to meeting
that burden. The case against Pike
rests on slender and ambiguous evi-
dence, open to varying interpreta-
tions. Indeed, there 1s no conclusive
evidence that Wilkinson had a con-
spiratorial motive for sending Pike
on his mission. An acquaintance tes-
tified that Wilkinson told him
shortly before the Southwestern ex-
pedition began that he had his own
reasons for organizing it—a motive of
which Pike was "as yet ignorant'—
but Wilkinson made no mention of
his conspiracy with Burr.! And in
any case, he was such an accom-
plished liar that nothing he said can
be taken at face value. Wilkinson
was always seeking ways to profit
personally by his official business,
including selling American intelli-
gence to his Spanish paymasters,
but much of the business he con-
ducted was in the national interest
and this Southwestern venture was
no exception. Conspiratorial views of
Pike's expedition must contend with
the indisputable fact that it served
Jefferson's goal of exploring the lim-
its of the Louisiana Purchase and as-
serting the nation's claim to that dis-
puted territory.

Perhaps the strongest argument
to be made 1n Pike's favor 1s that a
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number of historians and editors
who have carefully scrutinized the
documents relating to his South-
western expedition have concluded
that his actions were entirely 1n
keeping with Wilkinson's unobjec-
tionable written orders—which were
to seek out various Plains tribes and
encourage them to remain peaceful
and recognize American authority,
to reach the headwaters of the Ar-
kansas and Red rivers (which meant
probing the limits of the Louisiana
Purchase in defitance of Spanish
claims), and to avoid provoking
Spanish forces if he encountered
them. Wilkinson acknowledged that
fulfilling these orders would likely
bring Pike "approximate to the set-
tlements of New Mexico," and he did
not have to remind Pike that his du-
ties as leader of a military reconnais-
sance included gathering intelh-
gence that might be of use to the
army 1if the territorial dispute be-
tween the U.S. and Spain led to war
and American forces set out to in-
vade New Mexico. Pike conceded as
much 1n his journal by admitting
that when Dr. John Robinson, the
party's physician and an associate of
Wilkinson's, left the expedition in
February 1807 and traveled alone to
Santa Fe on the pretense of conduct-
Ing private business, he was in fact
seeking to "gain a knowledge of the
country." |

But did Pike himself knowingly
enter Spanish territory with the in-
tention of spying? Was he telling the
truth when he said that he believed
the stockade he and his men built in
early February (along the Conejos
River in what 1s now southern Colo-
rado) was on a branch of the Red
River and thus within the bounds of
American territory as defined by the
Louisiana Purchase? Pike's critics
have long contended that he must
have known he was 1n fact on a
branch of the Rio Grande and thus
within Spanish territory, and some
have taken his statements to the
contrary as proof of his deviousness
and his complicity in the Burr-
Wilkinson plot—an argument that
overlooks the possibility he ventured
deliberately into Spanish territory
not to further any conspiracy but to
gather intelligence that might be of
service to his country in its relations
with Spain, come war or peace. We
may never know the ‘truth of the
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matter, but the evidence suggests
that Pike had ample grounds for be-
lieving mistakenly that the Red
River originated in the Rockies north
of Santa Fe and that he was sincere
in denying any intention of straying
beyond the limits of American terri-
tory.

That is the conclusion of the late
Donald Jackson, editor of Pike's pa-
pers, who remains our leading
authority on the Southwestern expe-
dition. Jackson's assessment that
Pike's account of the journey was es-
sentially truthful confirmed the
judgments of other astute editors
and historians, including Archer
Butler Hulbert, Harvey L. Carter,
and biographer W. Eugene Hollon.
These authors might be called de-
fenders of Pike, but they did not seek
to lionize him or deny his shortcom-
ings. Hulbert, for example, in a spir-
ited essay published in 1932, charac-
terizes Pike as "an ambitious, over-
zealous youth, itching for fame.™ Yet
Hulbert also observes that Pike's
"verbal, sophomoric flourishings a la
militaire” were typical of "what
might have been found in almost any
western army officer's journal in
these days of troublesome joint own-
ership of the Mississippi River."
This was, after all, the age of Napo-
leon, and for a young American offi-
cer like Pike (Just 27 when he em-
barked on his Southwestern expedi-
tion) Napoleonic dreams of glory
were intensified by a brash patriot-
1sm that took for granted the right of
the U.S. to assert its sweeping terri-
torial claims at the expense of other
nations.

The dominant image of Pike that
emerges from his own writings is not
of a conspirator concealing his true
intentions but of a transparent
American expansionist who had no
intention of being deflected from his
duty by hostile Indians, suspicious
Spaniards, or natural obstacles. One
might well call Pike rash and
overzealous for continuing on up the
Arkansas into the Rockies in late
1806 as winter approached—an ad-
vance that exposed his lightly-clad
men to fearful hardship. But aside
from his hankering for fame as an
explorer, Pike regarded his mission
as a matter of some urgency in Amer-
ica's ongoing dispute with Spain.
The two nations nearly came to
blows along the Texas-Louisiana
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border while Pike was away on his
expedition. Had he returned that
winter without fulfilling his orders,
only to find his country at war with
Spain, he might well have been con-
sidered derelict in his duty.

One unfortunate consequence of
the Burr-Wilkinson controversy has
been to divert attention from a larger
and more 1important issue raised by
Pike's Southwestern expedition.
Pike may have been acting strictly in
the national interest—and I believe
he was—but how strong was the na-
tion's claim to the country he ex-
plored? Spanish authorities had two
powerful objections to American
claims under the Louisiana Pur-
chase. In the first place, they pointed
out that Spain, after receiving Lou-
isiana from France by cession 1n
1762, had retroceded the province to
Napoleon in 1800 on condition that
the territory not be transferred to a
third party without Spanish consent.
Napoleon had not obtained that con-
sent before selling Louisiana to the
U.S. in 1803, and Spain thus consid-
ered the deal invalid. Beyond that,
Spanish authorities denied that
French Louisiana had ever extended
very far west of the Mississippi and
the French settlements along that
river.® To be sure, French traders
and explorers had ventured far up
the Missouri and other tributaries of
the Mississippl and traveled across
the Plains as far as Santa Fe. But
Spanish officials felt they had sur-
passed the French through their own
explorations of the region and by
forging ties with Comanches, Pawn-
ees, and other Plains Indians. On
balance, Spain's claim to the country
traversed by Pike between present-
day Missourt and New Mexico was
stronger than the American claim
acquired from France. Stronger still
was the claim of the Indian nations
that occupied this land and re-
mained its rightful masters, not-
withstanding their occasional will-
1ingness to recognize white men from
one country or another as friends or
"fathers."

Of course, Pike believed in the va-
hidity of the claim he was staking
out. Even before the Louisiana Pur-
chase, many Americans felt they had
an inherent right to expand across
the continent, regardless of the prior
claims of other nations or peoples.
And in asserting that presumed
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right, Americans like Pike were little
different from the Spanish conquis-
tadores of old who laid claim to New
Mexico and the Plains beyond—or ex-
pansive tribal groups like the Co-
manches who invaded the region and
vied with resident Indians for terri-
tory. This was a land of relentless
competition, and Anglo-Americans
were simply the latest contestants to
enter the arena.

That Pike was trespassing on for-
eign ground while claiming in all
earnestness to be reconnoitering his
own country in no way detracts from
the significance of his expedition or
the value of his account. His journal,
partly reconstructed after he re-
turned from the expedition, is not al-
ways easy to follow and has often ex-
asperated unsympathetic readers.
One critic, John Upton Terrell, has
labeled his account "poorly organ-
ized, unreliable, deceptive, inaccu-
rate, carelessly prepared, lacking in
essential details, scientifically and
geographically incorrect, and in
many places completely dishonest."

Pike's defenders, on the other
hand, consider the confusion in his
account to be an honest reflection of
a hastily assembled expedition for
which Pike and his men were ill pre-
pared. They find 1t understandable
that he was often unsure of his
whereabouts during the grueling or-
deal between his ascent i1nto the
Rockies in December 1806 and his
capture by Spanish troops at his
stockade near the Rio Grande in late
February. And they argue that mis-
placed concerns about Pike's motives
have blinded critics to his powers as
an observer and his vital contribu-
tion to the literature of American ex-
ploration. In the words of Archer
Hulbert: "Is i1t not important that he,
first of Americans, describes the lush
and beautiful Kansas lowlands—or at
least as important as any hocus-
pocus about General Wilkinson's re-
lations with the British minister?. ..
Is it not impressive that Pike first
pictures for us the old Santa Fé trail,
almost a generation before Brown
and Sibley surveyed it—but who men-
tions this when Wilkinson's alleged
'secret instructions' to Pike can be
made the subject of spinal-column-
tickling gossip? . . . Is not beautiful
South Park; the black grandeur of
the Royal Gorge; the ineffable glory
of the Sangre de Cristo Range and



the majesty of the San Luis Valley,
first described for Americans 1n
Pike's pages?™®

The sheer scope of this pioneering
journey, undertaken by Pike and his
men under forbidding circum-

stances, makes their expedition well-

worth commemorating. And that
commemoration need not imply an
endorsement of Anglo-American
claims or accomplishments over
those of Spanish Americans or Na-
tive Americans. To the contrary,
Pike's journey warrants further
study precisely because it marks the
moment when the Spanish and
tribal cultures of the Southwest be-
gan to impress themselves forcefully
on the American consciousness. Pike
had no diplomatic training, and he
was sometimes overbearing in his
dealings with those he met with on
his journey, such as the Pawnees
along the Republican River. But like
the Santa Fe traders who followed in
his wake, he found that he could not
rely solely on bluster or shows of
force in reckoning with rival powers.
He had to negotiate with those for-
midable competitors, and in the pro-
cess he began to appreciate their
strengths and capacities.

To explore the revealing literature
of Pike's Southwestern expedition 1s
to leave behind the misleading no-
tion that the U.S. more than doubled
its territory in 1803 simply by pur-
chasing Louisiana from France. In
fact, as Pike and his men discovered,
the American title to Louisiana
meant little or nothing to those who
inhabited the vast expanse between
the Mississippi and the Rockies.
Much of the ground between St.
Louis and Santa Fe would have to be
purchased anew by American sol-
diers, traders, and settlers through
complex and sometimes violent ex-
changes with people of other nations
whose claims to the region were deep
and abiding. a o

BIBLIOGRAPHY

[Editor's Note: Many of these items
are no longer in print. Most are avail-
able in university and larger public
libraries. Used copies of many items
are for sale. Check for availability at
<www.bookfinder.com>.]

A. Editions of Pike's Journals:

1810: An Account of Expeditions to
the Sources of the Mississippi, and
through the Western Parts of Lou-

]

https://digitalrepository.unm.edu/wagon_tracks/vol17/iss3/1

Wagon Tracks, Vol. 17 [2003], Iss. 3, Art. 1

isiana, to the Sources of the Arkan-
saw, Kans, La Platte, and Pierre
Jaun, Rivers; Performed by Order
of the Government of the United
States during the Years 1805,
1806, and 1807. . .. (Philadelphia,
C. & A. Conrad & Co.).

The original edition, containing
Pike's accounts of his expedition
in search of the headwaters of the
Mississippl In 1805-1806 and his
Southwestern expedition in 1806-
1807, supplemented by his obser-
vations on New Spain. Reprinted
under the title Sources of the Mis-
sissippi and the Western Louisi-
ana Territory. Readex Microprint,
1966.

1811: London edition of above, edited
by Thomas Rees; reprinted Den-
ver: W. H. Lawrence & Co., 1889.

1895: The Expeditions of Zebulon
Montgomery Pike, edited by Elli-
ott Coues (New York: Francis R.
Harper); reprinted Minneapolis:
Ross & Haines, 1965; reprinted
New York: Dover, 1987. The first
critical edition, voluminously an-
notated.

1925: The Southwestern Expedition
of Zebulon M. Pike, edited by Milo
Milton Quaife (Chicago: R. R.
Donnelley). An edited edition of
Pike’'s 1810 publication, with a
portrait and fold-out map.

1932: Zebulon Pike's Arkansaw
Journal: In Search of the South-
ern Louisiana Purchase Boundary
Line, edited by Stephen Harding
Hart and Archer Butler Hulbert
(Denver: Stewart Commission &
Denver Public Library). Reprint-
ed Westport, Conn.: Greenwood
Press, 1972. Contains Pike's jour-
nal of the Southwestern expedi-
tion up to the time he was cap-
tured by Spanish troops, with
notes and a lively preface by Hul-
bert entitled "The Purpose of
Pike's Expedition,” rebutting ar-
guments that he was party to the
Burr-Wilkinson conspiracy.

1966: The Journals of Zebulon Mont-
gomery Pike, with Letters and Re-
lated Documents, edited by Don-
ald Jackson (Norman: University
of Oklahoma Press). An indispen-
sable source, containing authori-
tative notes and a wealth of docu-
ments relating to the Southwest-
ern expedition, including transla-
tions of reports from Spanish offi-

Wagon Tracks

clals supplementing Pike's ver-
sion of the events. Any serious
student of the Southwest Expedi-
tion should begin with this edi-
tion.

B. Books and Articles on Pike's
Southwestern Expedition

(includes books devoting a chapter
or more to the subject):

Abernethy, Thomas Perkins. The
Burr Conspiracy. New York: Ox-
ford University Press, 1954. A
well-documented but highly spec-
ulative account of the plot. Chap-
ter Nine, entitled "Pike's Peek,"
deals with the Southwestern ex-
pedition and portrays Pike as an
unwitting accomplice of Wilkin-
son and Burr.

Bennet, Robert Ames. A Volunteer
with Pike; the True Narrative of
One Dr. John Robinson and of His

- Love for the Fair Serniorita Vallois.
Chicago: A. C. McClurg, 1909. De-
spite i1ts title, this "true narrative"
1s a work of fiction.

Bierck, Harold A. "Dr. John Hamil-
ton Robinson," Louisiana Histori-
cal Quarterly 25 (July 1942): 644-
69. A close look at the checkered
career of Dr. Robinson. "Whether
he was a spy for Wilkinson and
Burr, or a mere disinterested vol-
unteer, Robinson took an active
part in the expedition,” the author
observes, and he later figured
prominently in further adven-
tures and intrigues along the
Spanish-American frontier.

Bolton, Herbert E. "Papers of Zebu-
lon M. Pike, 1806-1807," Ameri-
can Historical Review 13 (July
1908): 798-827. This article marks
the first publication of vital docu-
ments on the Southwestern expe-
dition confiscated from Pike in
Chihuahua in 1807 and recovered
by Bolton in the archive of the Sec-
retariat of Foreign Relations in
Mexico City.Includes a nreface by
Bolton and editorial remarks.

Carter, Carrol Joe. Pike in Colorado.
Fort Collins, Colo.: Old Army

Press, 1978. Another look at Pike
1n Colorado.

Carter, Harvey L. Zebulon Mont-
gomery Pike: Pathfinder and Pa-
triot. Colorado Springs: Dentan
Printing, 1956. A 32-page booklet
deftly summarizing Pike's career
and his Southwestern expedition
and arguing forcefully that Pike's

May 2003



account was faithful and "his‘.mo- .

tives patriotic.

Crichton, Kyle S. "Zeb Plke " Scrzb
ner's Magazine 82 (July-Decem-
ber 1927): 462-67. A slight, loose:
ly-argued piece accusing Pike of
being "highly unethical and un-

truthful at the veryleast and with -
a fair chance of being. d1st1nctly |

traitorous."”

Greely, General W. W, -Explorers and
Travellers (a volume in the "Men
of Achievement" series).
York: Charles Scribner's- Sons,
1893. This volume contains a
chapter on Pike, pp. 163-193.

Hafen, LeRoy R. "Zebulon Montgom-
ery Pike," Colorado Magazine 13

(July 1931), 132-142. A useful blO— -

graphical essay.

Hollon, W. Eugene. The Lost Paith-
finder: Zebulon Montgomery Pike.
Norman: Unmversity of-Oklahoma

Press, 1949. A conscientious biog-

raphy of enduring value. Hollon’s
annotated bibliography (219-228)
offers 'a thorough review -of
sources on Pike in print and in
manuscript.

Hollon, W. Eugene. "Zebulon Mont-

gomery Pike's Lost Papers,"-Mis-
sissippi Valley Historical Review
34 (September 1947): 265-273:
Hyslop, Stephen G: Bound for Santa
Fe: The Road to New Mexico and

the American Conquest: 1806-
1848. Norman: University of
Oklahoma Press, 2002. -This'

book's opening chapter, "The Am-

biguous Venture of Zebulon Pike,"

concludes that the Southwestern
expedition set the stage for both
peaceful and hostile exchanges be-
tween Americans and rival groups
on the Santa Fe Trail in decades
to come.

Hyslop, Stephen GG. "An Explorerora -
History 37

Spy?"  American
(August 2002): 58-64. Examines
the Southwestern expedition and
the Burr-Wilkinson conspiracy
and concludes that any subterfuge
or spying Pike engaged in during
the mission was consistent with
his official duties as leader of a
military reconnaissance in dis-
puted territory.

Jackson, Donald. "The American En-
trada: A Spanish Point of View,"
in The Frontier Re-Examined, ed.
Francis McDermott. Urbana: Uni-
versity of Illinois Press, 1967.

May 2003

Published by UNM Digital Repository, 2003

New:

: Wagon Tracks. Volume 17, Issue 3 (May, 2003)

~Jackson, Donald. "How Lost Was Ze-

bulon Pike?" American Heritage
16 (February-1965): 10-15, 75-80.
-Examines the charge that Pike
strayed deliberately into Spanish
territory and concludes that he
‘had good reason -for being mis-
taken as to his whereabouts.

-Jackson, Donald. Thomas Jefferson

and.-the Stony Mountains: Explor-

ing the West from Monticello. Ur-
‘banad: University.of Illinois Press,
1981. An 1mportant study of Jef-
ferson's role in furthering western
exploration and American expan-
sion,including a chapter on Pike.

- Jackson, Donald. "Zebulon M. Pike

"Tours' Mexico," American West 3
(Summer 1966): 67-71, 89-93. Ex-
.amines Pike's expedition from the
‘time he and his men entered
Spanish territory until they re-
“turned to the U.S.

Jackson, Donald. "Zebulon Pike-the

Poor Man's Lewis and Clark," We
Proceeded On (October 1978): 6-9.

Jackson, Donald. "Zebulon Pike's
Damned Rascals," Occasional Pa-
pers, No. 1 (1979). Pikes Peak
Posse of the Westerners. -Re-
printed in Wagon Tracks 17 (Feb-

- ruary 2003): 5-8. A revealing look
at the soldiers who made up Pike's
force, 1ncluding biographical
sketches of all 15 men who accom-
panied him up the Arkansas 1nto
the Rockies.

Loomis, Noel M. and Abraham P.
Nasatir. Pedro Vial and the Roads
te Santa Fe. Norman: University
of Oklahoma Press, 1967. This
study, based largely on materials
1n various Spanish archival collec-
tions, -provides essential back-
ground 1nformation on New
Spain, New Mexico, and the Lou-
1s1ana country before, during, and
after the Pike Expedition, provid-
ing a vital perspective on the in-
ternational situation and Spanish
concerns and fears of U.S. en-
croachment. It includes Spanish
exploration and Indian relations
on the Great Plains, as well as
Pike's venture and the aftermath.

Montgomery, M. R. Jefferson and the
Gun-Men: How the West Was Al-
most Lost. New York: Crown,
2000. The author takes a dim view
of Pike, portraying him as vain-
glorious, careless of the welfare of

-his men, and devoted to the ne-

Wagon Tracks

farious interests of his benefactor
Wilkinson.

Murphy, John. F., Jr., "West's In-
trepid Pathfinder,” Wild West
(August 1991): 18-24. This is a
popular view of Pike's exploration
of the upper Mississippi River and
his trip across the plains to New
Mexico, with fine 1llustrations.

Prucha, ¥Francis Paul. The Sword of
the Republic: The United States
Army on the Frontier, 1783-1846.
‘Lincoln: University of Nebraska
Press, 1986. An authoritative
military history of American ex-
pansion. Chapter Five, "Exploring
and Protecting the Empire beyond
the Mississippl,” concludes that
Wilkinson had good reason in his
officital capacity for ordering
Pike's Southwestern expedition.

Sabin, Edwin L. Lost with Lieuten-
ant Pike. Philadelphia: J. B. Lip-
pincott, 1919. A work of fiction.

Stallones, Jared. Zebulon Pike and
the Explorers of the American
Southwest. New York: Chelsea
House, 1992.

Terrell, John Upton. Zebulon Pike :
‘The Life and Times of an Adven-
turer. New York: Weybright and
Talley, 1968. This critical assess
ment of Pike's career contains a
lengthy account of his Southwest-
ern -expedition, interspersed with
much speculation about the rela-
tionship of that venture to the
Burr-Wilkinson conspiracy, un-
supported by notes.

Whiting, Henry. Lives of Count
Rumford, Zebulon Montgomery
Pike, and Samuel Gorton. Boston:
Little and Brown, 1845. Whiting's
"Life of Pike" also appears in Ja-
red Sparks, ed., Library of Ameri-
can Biography 5: 217-314.

NOTES

1. Donald Jackson, ed., The Journals of Ze-
bulon Montgomery Pike, with Lefters
and Related Documents, 2 vols, 2; 246-
48.

2. lbid., 1: 286.

3. Ibid., 1: 378-79.

4. Archer Butler Hulbert, Zebulon Pike's Ar-
kansaw Journal, ixxx.

5. oid., Ixxv.

6. For the Spanish perspective on the Louisi -
ana Purchase, see David J. Weber, The
Spanish Frontier in North America (New
Haven: Yale University Press, 1992), 291-
301.

. John Upton Terrell, Zebulon Pike, 130-31.

8. Hulbert, Zebulon Pike's Arkansaw Jour-
nal, Ixviii-Ixix.

~



Wagon Tracks, Vol. 17 [2003], Iss. 3, Art. 1

WITH ZEBULON MONTGOMERY PIKE THROUGH PUEBLO COUNTY, COLORADO

[Peyton Abbott, Pueblo, CO, 1s achar-
ter member of SFTA. His attempt to
trace Pike's route and locate camp-
sites in Pueblo County is what the Bi-
centennial Commission 1s doing for
the entire expedition. Anyone who
wishes to volunteer to work on this
project is welcome.]

IT was obvious from the start that
the original plan was not going to
work. It had been my intention to fol-
low Pike, campsite to campsite,
through Pueblo County using his
- map.' Pike had surveyed his way up
the Arkansas using, among other
methods, satellites to establish lon-
gitude. I thought 1t would be inter-
esting to check his longitudes and
latitudes by a modern use of satel-
“lites. Pike had used a different prime
meridian from that used by my GPS,
probably Washington D.C., as that
was the prime advocated by then
President Thomas Jefferson, but
that could be accounted for. So at the
confluence of the Arkansas and
Fountain Creek I stood waiting for at
least four of the 24 or so Global Posi-
tioning System (GPS) navigation
satellites to lock in. These of course
were not the satellites used by Pike.
His were the four major satellites of
Jupiter, the Galilean moons. By
knowing the time of their immer-
gence and emergence with the planet
at the prime meridian and observing
the time of these occurrences at his
location he was able to determine the
distance from the prime meridian as
each hour difference is equal to ex-
actly 15 degrees difference in longi-
tude.

The GPS location, when checked
against the USGS 7.5 minute North-
east Pueblo quad map, read 38° 15' N
and 104° 35' W.? Pike's location, as
near as I could estimate it, was 40°
- 11" N and 32° 40' W. Even allowing
for the 77+° difference in longitude
between the use of the Washington
meridian and the Greenwich merid-
1an, this was too much to make the
GPS useful. The map shows a dotted
line for the route of Pike's party and
a small x for each encampment. The
text of the diary often gives the mile-
age covered each day by the party
and, though the map and the text
could not always be reconciled, it
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was this combination used in follow-
ing Pike's party through the county.

Pike can hardly be faulted for the
discrepancies in latitude and longi-
tude. Don Nemesio Salcedo, Com-
mandant-General of the Interior
Provinces in Chthuahua, New Spain,
had confiscated Pike's meteorologi-
cal tables and other notes. And it was
only by use of courses and distances
copied by Dr. John Robinson, also of
Pike's party, that Pike was able to re-
produce his chart.’

On the evening of November 23,
1806, Pike and his party camped at a
spot he called the "grand forks,"
which on the map i1s clearly the con-
fluence of the Arkansas River and
Fountain Creek. The party had trav-
eled 19 miles that day. The day bef-
ore, Saturday, November 22, Pike re-
corded 17 miles of travel. If we accept
these estimates of distance traveled
1t would put the party's encampment
on the night of the 21st somewhere
just east of present-day Fowler. No-
vember 22 was chosen for the day
Pike entered Pueblo County.

The party, traveling on the south
side of the river, had gone about five
miles from the previous night's camp
and had dropped down off the prairie
into the river bottoms when they en-
countered a band of 60 Pawnees who
were returning from an unsuccessful
search for their enemies, the Tetaus
(Comanches).” Outnumbered 60 to
16, it was a nervous time for Pike
and his men. Though the Indians
were not hostile, Pike was well
aware that, as he put it, an "unsuc-
cessful war party on their return
home, are always ready to embrace
an opportunity, of gratifying their
disappointed vengeance, on the first
persons they meet." Pike was able to

. placate the Pawnees with a few gifts,
but lost many small items to theft in

the process.

Though not mentioned in the di-
ary entry for the 22nd, the map indi-
cates that the party had passed the
Second Fork, apparently the Huer-
fano River, and a Spanish campsite.
The Spanish campsite was that of
Lieutenant Facundo Melgares who,
with a troop of 600 men, had been
sent out from Santa Fe to explore
and examine the country northeast
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to the Missouri River as the Spanish
did not recognize France's right to
the Louisiana Territory or its sale to
the Americans. They were also to
meet with Indian tribes and per-
suade them to reject overtures from
the U.S. Melgares was also to watch
for Pike's party and turn them back
or arrest them. The Melgares party
was In present Kansas and visited a
Pawnee village 1n present Nebraska
a month ahead of Pike. They re-
turned to Santa Fe in October. Pike
had been essentially following their
return route from the center of pres-
ent Kansas. Pike later met Melgares
in Santa Fe and, from his comments,
the two developed a high mutual re-
spect.

On November 23 the party, still on
the south side of the Arkansas,
crossed the Third Fork, apparently
the Saint Charles River, and stopped
near another deserted Spanish camp
at the mouth of the north fork, Foun-
tain Creek. Here Pike decided to put
the party in a defensible situation
and to go up the Fountain and climb
to the high point of the blue moun-
tain, later named Pikes Peak. He felt
he could make the round trip in a
day's march.

During the morning of November
24 a breastwork of 14 logs was
erected. The logs formed walls five
feet high on three sides with the
fourth side against the river. The
map shows the breastworks on the
south side of the river just upstream
from the confluence with the Foun-
tain.

The four making the side trip to
"high peak of the blue mountain" or
"Grand Peak" as Pike termed the
mountain later named for him were
Captain Pike, Dr. Robinson, and pri-
vates John Brown and Theodore
Miller. The trip took considerably
more than the one-day allotted. The
group left the breastworks on No-
vember 24 and did not return until
the 29th. They reported hiking 12
miles the first day and camping be-
neath a lone pine on the dry prairie.
On the second night out, after a hike
of 22 miles, they camped at some
springs in an otherwise dry stream
at the foot of the mountains. Here
they left their gear and on the third
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day began climbing the mountain.
After climbing all day they camped
in a cave, and upon awakening the
following day found themselves un-
der a clear sky looking down on a
blanket of clouds below. They contin-
ued climbing to the peak of this
mountain only to find they were stil]
what Pike estimated to be 15 or 16
miles south of his Grand Peak. Due
to considerations of time and
weather—their thermometer regis-
tered four degrees below zero—they
decided to turn back. Back at the
camp at the foot of the mountain
they found all of the gear they had
left, but ravens had destroyed all
their provisions. That night they
camped under a sheltering ledge and
dined on a single partridge and the
single deer rib the ravens had left.
Pike noted that it was their first
meal in 48 hours. The following day
they proceeded straight down the
creek. That day they shot two buffalo
and enjoyed the first full meal they
had eaten 1n three days. Pike noted
that the place they picked to camp,
again under a sheltering rock, was
as he termed 1t "very rich, and cov-
ered with old Tetau camps." On Sat-
urday, November 29, they arrived
back at the camp on the Arkansas
where the rest of their party awaited
them.

Pike's map shows only a general
loop north from the breastworks
camp up toward the "highest peak." I
can make out only two of the small x
marks that denote encampments
and can assume the top of the loop,
which is indicated to be on a ridge of
mountains, would be the cave where
a night was spent. There should be
one more x at the base of the moun-
tains where two nights were spent.
Elliot Coues (see footnote 1) gives
much space 1n his footnotes to this
side trip.> He has them starting out
up the Fountain but quickly aban-
doning that course for one on the di-
vide between the Fountain and Tur-
key creeks. He identifies the dry
creek where Pike found a spring as a
headwater stream of Turkey Creek.

He suggests that the mountain Pike’

actually climbed was Cheyenne
Peak, and has the party traveling
down Turkey Creek to rejoin the
main group. Donald Jackson (see
footnote 1) disputes this being the
mountain, citing identification by lo-
cal investigators of Black Mountain
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or Blue Mountain being the one
climbed. Jackson points out, how-
ever, as Pikes Peak 1s not visible
from either of those two heights,
Pike must have actually been view-
ing Almagre Mountain when he de-
cided to return to camp. Coues closes
his footnote by stating: "I think this
was probably the route; but do not
see that we have the data to estab-
lish the fact." For this reason and a
couple of other reasons (the necessity
of crossing Fort Carson firing range
and the fact that the north part of
the trip is outside Pueblo County), I
decided to forego the side trip.

On Sunday, November 30, the
party broke camp and by 11:00 a.m.
were on their way up the river. Pike,
Dr. Robinson, and the interpreter,
Baronet (Baroney) Vasquez, went to
view a Tetau encampment. Pike esti-
mated 1t to not have been occupied
for about two years and, "from the
their having cut down so large a
quantity of trees to support their
horses" he concluded the encamp-
ment must have included at least a
thousand persons. It would be great
to know just where this large Co-
manche campsite was located. Pike
did not mention on which side of the
river it laid. It could have been where
downtown Pueblo now stands or in
the large field between the Pueblo
Nature Center and the Rock Canyon
Recreation Area or even in the rec-
reation area itself where the swim-
ming pool now exists. It really does
not make much difference as Pike
goes on to say that they passed sev-
eral more of these abandoned camp-
sites during the day, so any or per-
haps all these areas could have con-
tained an Indian encampment. Pike
also reported passing the site of a
Spanish camp on this day as well. He
reported traveling 15 miles for the
day.

Monday, December 1, was bad, a
violent snowstorm. The party, except
for one hunter who killed nothing,
remained in camp. Magpies were at-
tacking the sores on the backs of the
horses. This camp was probably at
the mouth of Boggs Creek or Rock
Creek.®

On December 2 Pike's party
marched two miles and found it nec-
essary to cross to the north side of
the river. Coues has them crossing at
around Swallows,” but that would
put them above the mouth of Turkey
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Creek and the map shows clearly
they crossed below Turkey Creek
and crossed that creek on their prog-
ress along the north side of the river.
The stream shown on Pike's map i1s
the one encountered on the side trip
to the peak and i1s thought to be Tur-
key Creek. However there are only
two major streams shown on the
north side in this reach of the river,
so Pike may have mistaken the
mouth of Beaver Creek for the mouth
of Turkey Creek and mapped it that
way. Were they traveling on the
south side of the river, as Coues be-
lieved, he might well have not no-
ticed the passing of Turkey Creek.
Why they felt they had to cross to the
north side of the river I don’t knows;
the map indicates that the Melgares
party had continued west on the
south side of the river. Pike on this
day remarks of the extreme cold, 17°
below zero, and the killing of a buf-
falo. They also had to send a man af-
ter a runaway horse. They traveled
13 miles. Coues believed this camp to
be near Carlisle Springs.

On December 3 the party re-
mained in the encampment awaiting
the men sent to retrieve the runaway
horse. While waiting, Pike and Rob-
inson tried, with poor results it turns
out, to measure the altitude of Pikes
Peak. Pike reported that the weather
had moderated to 3° below zero and
that two buffalo were killed in order
to make moccasins from their hides.

On December 4 they started out at
5:00 o'clock and marched 20 miles,
which would have put them well out
of Pueblo County, thus ending my
self-assigned odyssey.

At no place over the past days
could I stand on a spot and say for
sure: "Here 1s the place that Zebulon
Pike did such and such.” There 1is
some frustration in that. It would
have been nice to know exactly
where the Comanche camps were lo-
cated or where Pike’s breastworks
stood. On the other hand, now when
I look from the north part of Pueblo
toward Pikes Peak I can squint my
eyes, blank out any recent develop-
ment in the foreground, and know
I'm seeing the same sight Pike saw
during that cold winter almost 200
years ago. And as I stroll through the
cottonwoods lining the river bottoms
between the Pueblo Nature center
and Pueblo Dam it is easy to imagine
the tipis of a large "Tetau" camp.
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And I'can almost hear the hoof beats -

of a large Spanish reconnaissance
party wending their way west up the
south side of the Arkansas River.

NOTES

1. The map, A Chart of the Internal Part of
Louisiana, Plate 1l found in Volume-ll of
The Expeditions of Zebulon Montgomery
Pike, edited by Eliott Coues (1895; re -
orint, New York: Dover Publications,
1987}, presently out of print, can also be
found in Pike's original 1810 publication
of a rather long name published under
the name Sources of the Mississippi and
the Western Louisiana Termritory by
Readex Microprint Corporation in 1966.
It can also be found in Volume 1 of The
Journals of Zebulon Montgomery Pike,
with Lefters and Related Documents,
edited and annefated by Donald Jack -
son {Norman: University of Oklahoma
Press, 1966). The map is available on the
Internet from the Library of Congress at
the following address: <http://memory.
loc.gov/ammem/gmdhtml/gmdhome.
htmi>.

2. The GPS actually reads degrees, minutes,
and seconds, each second represent -
ing around 80 feet at this latitude. The lo -
cation is cited only to minutes as that
was the nearest | could estimate on
Pike's map. Also, no care was taken to
get exactly at the confluence as the
course of the two streams has no doubt
wandered all over the immediate area
during the last two centuries. See the
map in the U.S. Geological Survey Bulle -
tin 1262, General and Engineering Geol -
ogy of the Northern Part of Pueblo Colo-
rado, by Glenn R. Scott, for the locations
of the 1870, 1921, and present Arkansas
River channels through downtown

Pueblo.

3. See Pike's letter of July 5, 1807, to General
James Wilkkinson, in the books cited in
note 1 above. That Pike's astronomical
observations were more precise than
those indicated by the chart mentioned
innote 1 above can be seen on Piate 48
of volume 1 of the Journals edited by
Jackson, where, near present Canon
City, Pike noted the latitude to be 37° 59’
only an error of about 27'. In volume 2 of
Jackson’'s publication is A Map of the In -
ternal Provinces of New Spain by Pike,
the topmost part of which shows the
confluence of the Arkansas River and
Fountain Creek and which is plotted at
about 39° 20° N and 104° 48" W. On this
map Pike used Greenwich as the princi -
pal meridian. This map was probably
drafted some time after Jefferson left of -
fice.

4. Pke mentions the Tetaus in numerous
places in his journal. Coues states that
this is a misprint for Tetans, and that a
mistake of letans or Comanches.

5. Coues's footnotes, which describe the
area as he found it in the 1890s, are inter -
esting themselves. | have been particu -
larly intrigued by the following statement
at the end of a long footnote on what is
now called Fort Pueblo: "For a long time
there was also an adobe tower or 100k -
out on top of the hill, about the present
intersection of Second and Summit

streets; but it has entirely disappeared.” |
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have been seeking information on-this

adobe tower for some time now with no
SUCCESS. T

| 6. All the major creeks entering the Arkan -

sas from the south in this reach of the
river are'not shown on Pike's map. They
are Boggs. Rock, Peck, Rush, and Red
creeks, the latter intermittent. Only three:
unnamed streams are shown. There is
another shown at the base of the moun -
tains, which undoubtedly is. Hardscrab -
ble Creek.

/. The site of the community of Swallows is
now usually under the waters of Pueblo
Reservoir. Swalows Cemetery remains
on the terrace above and slightly down -
stream.

COLORADO SPRINGS PIO-
NEER MUSEUM PLANS FOR
PIKE BICENTENNIAL
by Matt Mayberry

[Mayberry is director of the Colorado
Springs Pioneer Museum. The Pike
Bicentennial Commission plans to
coordinate events with activities in
Colorado Springs.]

THE Colorado Springs Pioneers
Museum (CSPM) is in the process of
planning activities to mark the
200th anniversary of the Zebulon
Montgomery Pike Expedition in
2006. Late last year a proposal was
submitted to the US Postal Service
for a. stamp commemorating the bi-
centennial. For 2006, a fine art ex-
hibit is planned utilizing paintings
from the CSPM collection, from mu-
seums around the county, and in pri-
vate collections. Another exhibit will

address Pike-related kitsch, such

things as snow globes, medals, and
similar tourist items associated with
the man and the mountain.

The key element of this yearlong
observance will be a scholarly ex-
hibit that reexamines the purpose,
results, and long-term impact of this
expedition. The Museum’s consult-
ants for this project are the country’s
two premiere scholars of western ex-

ploration, James Rondo and John
Loan Allen.

Professor Rondo 1s the H. G. Barn-
yard Chair in Western American
History at the University of Tulsa.
His numerous publications include
Lewis and Clark Among the Indians,
Voyages of Discovery, and Jefferson's
West. Professor Allen 1s the chair of
the Geography Department at the
University of Wyoming and has pub-
lished many books and essays on
western exploration, including Lew-
is and Clark and the Image of the
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- American West. Both have consulted

with . museums across the country re-
garding exhibit design and content.
The Museum: will be raising funds

to help: cover the costs of research

and planning for this exhibition. The
CSPM was recently selected for the
2003 Public Programming Award
from the Charles Reed Center for

‘Western-Studies, which 1s based at

Bright Young University.

For more infermation about these
plans and other museum activities,
please contact the CSPM at 719-385-
5990 or online at< www.cspm.org>.

PHCE'S JOURNAL, PART |

Introduction .

Tuis begins a serial reprint of
Pike's journal of “an expedition to ex-
plore the internal parts of Louisiana,
1806-1807.” It should be noted that
some of Pike's records were confis-
cated when he was under arrest 1n
Mexico, and some portions of his
journal had to be reconstructed from
memory. This was originally pub-
lished 1n 1810, with several later edi-
tions, the two most important being
Elhott Coues, ed., Expeditions of Ze-
bulon Montgomery Pike, 3 vols. (New
York: Francis P. Harper, 1895), reis-
sued in two volumes (Minneapolis:
Ross & Haines, 1965) and Donald
Jackson, ed., The Journals of Zebu-
lon Montgomery Pike, with Letters
and Related Documents, 2 vols. (Nor-
man: University of Oklahoma Press,
1966), both sets of which contain
much- additional information, rec-
ords, and notes 1n addition to Pike's
diaries.

This series contains Pike's journal
of the expedition, as first published.
Serious students are encouraged to
see annotated editi