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Snow Daughters’ Song

Birches slender and tall,

so ! hey scrape the curved sky,

whiic birches :angling the white, curved sky;
we stand among them, we raise our arms,
arms slender as birch branches, our hands
full of white sky, full of white sky.

The great mountains rise

and lean, lean toward the horizon,

they hold up the sky, they shoulder the moon,
the white mountains shoulder the moon

into the sky, and we stand beneath them

and gaze on the moon, and gaze on the moon.

Daughters of the snow, we come

to you now, dark mouths full of white wind,

white wind of the north, and we sing

toward you now out of our dark mouths

this white song, like a snow owl spreading

wings from our branches, wings from our branches.

Robert Wilkinson
1991
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