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“The Waking,” copyright 1953 by Theodore Roethke, from COLLECTED POEMS OF THEODORE ROETHKE
by Theodore Roethke. Used by permission of Doubleday, a division of Random House, Inc.



—
PP | S AE——— | 1 Jr——

E——F— g =
5 - S —
go - ing where I have to  go. We think by feel- ing,— What is there to
-4 i —— e 1 fm—— !
ﬁ; = e |
'l * ¥ -~ v @ v v g 3
go - ing where I have to go. We think by feel-ing, feel ing. What is there to
L8 . - ] A Jr—
%?%}*%fh‘i _;E-‘:"-JL!J 1 ; = e — — —
Q hd & - ;i bl 11 T
go - ing where I have to  go. We think by feel-ing, feel ing. What is there to
. -
s L e e e S — :F ‘|E e ——— T — s e s
N T —— ] ¥ T  ——
go - ing where I have to go We think by feel-ing, feel ing. What is there to
; ﬁu e — —— {‘ u[ — q o
— - 7 {_‘L 13 :/_.-— - 13 i 1 1 ;I -

- Ao gu e —— | pam—

=i N g 2 D
) * 14

know? I hear my be-ing dance from ear to ear I wake to

A B
' + —+ AL H R O % }* ‘l E—A_-I
T ] g

1
i
L
[~
\_______—/
What is there to know? I hear my be-ing dance from ear to ear. I wake to
N4 e - 1 i 1 . el ]
?\) - ‘;l - ; ) | — 1 1 E | — {‘* 7‘: ; li ]l .
know? I hearmy be- ing dance from ear toear. I wake to sleep, I wake to
. T T —
3 T e i ———H
h | S o X0 L | 1.X ? '| hapumml R
3 w
know? 1 hear from ear to ear I wake to
0
A Eu L") p—— fe————- { AP‘F 1 p—
"% i v r*"'x[ [ I‘ R L I { 1 ¥

\,
i
%

© Alan Stringer 1997

TDypeserting by JMOLINA @ UNM .EDU
PO Box 4663 Alb. NM 87196


mailto:JMOUNA@UNM.EDU

’ AS 'S | . . L
2= = ——— = : —
D) ] v g v o 3 v ¥ ¥ *
sleep, and take my wa-king slow. Of those 50 close be- side me, which are
%‘g = e e e = = : ]
‘)\f 'I._ l‘ l l “L i; l;' ‘&1) ;. ; 1 ' l i J i, i____i
sleep, and take my wa-king slow. Of those 50 close be- side me, which are
4 gu = — + —— —— K & + ) —
- Ii i l; ! 17L o 1 i | H 1 1
! 1 ¢ I
sleep, 00 slow. Of those $0—.— close be- side me, which are
PR st T
L 3 _b{ 1 1 IO
sleep, 00 slow. Of those.— so—— close be- side me, which are
Fy =
- : —N— ‘Iﬁzﬁ'—'—"& - z ! S . e
! VeIl p°fF f [T °
» - J‘ L w v +
—4—-+T lE is E 5 .o u E T 1L-/| 1 - ¥ T T -
. : SS—— : A -
—4 —F = - —— f e
& == 2=
you? God bless the Ground! I shall walk soft-ly there._.. and learn by
spz
%’: .g§ ::L *j‘: e lEL ) T 1 At t % :11‘::? W {.a‘ :
) - ﬂ;—j;j:-*—b'* g

H-—#_tr.:‘::t
you?— . God—. bless— the__ Ground! I

shall

walk soft-ly there

and learn by

Typesetting by JIMOLINAQUNM .EDU
PO Box 4663 Alb. NM 87196

A (o i ] Y s'p['z"m L*f.\_;
?u [ 1 3. A E N 1 Y .45 1 F i ]l —
%’ = e ====s =t |
you? God bless the Ground! . I shall walk soft-ly there. and learn by
spz N I
% .4 T T T T T #M\l T ) -
H—t 1 + 1 i —7 e m——
— - w0 T —— — s 1
you? God bless the Ground! 1 shall walk soft-ly there——. and learn by
spz
&b L I S NS — o)
L - - " L - i
fag
= —
Pyl Sy~
- g‘nﬁ*a 7z T ‘E— % ] g A X “; 1
| I T \'E ———
© Alan Stringer 1997


mailto:JMOUNA@UNM.EDU

B . !f.\ it === sfz . _ _
‘ 1 T ; 0 J‘J‘ i .1 an E i k T(V.L l “F F T |
md — g e A ————
go- ing where 1 have to go. Light takes the tree, but who can tell us
—
ﬂ m qﬁ H [ Y E
% "% = % E—JLA *iL—i 7 } 14 1 1 .‘1 L 1) J__ _,.t j:L il*: :i:i[ :t;:il
o ¥ ¥ 35 3 o ¢ C

go-ing where I have t0 g0..—— .~ Light takes the tree, but who can tell us

Y = —
b % L -Lp + & 1 L 1 EH ‘;7 F‘i :
e

to go.——  Light takes the tree,
mm— ka L_...!

i 1 1 1
F I |  re————| | —

!

|

go- ing where 1 have but who can tell us

T [T — | T ok - r———p—»
==== === = ===
B g | 4
go-ing where I have to go.— Light takes the tree, but who can tell us
[ — gﬁ
Ay p— ! " [ - , N i
r'] —— —— T L3 =7

o
bu
s
1
rr‘
-
L

|4  I—
—| ; 2
v T e E
b T p— | 4 iL ."L ;___
who can tell us how? The low-1ly worm climb up a wind-ing stair. I wake to
A B - 7
it e e R
\v ‘l ‘ i i 'L d_ — kol — d Jl .&‘ ?___,
how? The low-1ly worm climb up a wind-ing stair. I wake to
i — P

L. - - J
Ll 1 L 7]
G S I i

H 1

T

¥, i 1 I S e bt i
? — ') w — :
how? The low-1ly worm climb up a wind-ing stair.
* ‘Plt* ) .L' : ’* . — 4 o - 1 4 1
D * —fF —H = !
ia F 1 ﬁ-____-__-J_-——- —-¥ 1
how? The low-ly worm climb up a wind-ing stair

1.

' T T B = [
4 I T

|
ﬁ
ML
n
Y
% ]
] «_jﬂm

i

' 1

© Alan Stringer 1997
Typesetting by IMOLINA@ UNM.EDU
PO Box 4663 Alb. NM 87196


mailto:JMOUNA@UNM.EDU

VB ~ I Very slightly faster
o — —— ¥ b —— i
L, 15 | i rY £ —
i;u i ’l 7 ‘s‘ } -‘{ i E - hY r i____ !
sleep and take ™Y wa- king slow. Great Na - ture
Hd ) S
Pt e 2 —
T v+ v ‘ e
sleep and take my wa- king slow. Great Na - ture
- f
o4  M— | } T T ]
i — T :{ - — T }
%\)I b1 F .-l E [ ) @ s L -
sleep slow. Great Na - ture
e 0 S
Ty : x5 —Ff - ¥ ] —
Z 4 ——— Z < ]
.\ ~—r——
sleep slow. Great Na - ture
il T ~ S Very slightly faster

i
G

o
m— T J J
= ==—— = :
e —— . | [
2
g 1 — - N Jd i } - lk\ 3 i ;‘ i 4 7
B ¥ ¢ 5 ¥ ¢ 3 1 P ——
has an- oth- er thing to do to you and me so take the live-ly air, and love- ly,
L. . e fm—
i e t 1y 4 —
T T S E— S—  M— 1 1 — - o i-_‘-_—{;
¥ ¢ ¢ & <+ o >
. W .
has an- oth-er thing to do to you and me air, and love - ly,
6 gu I j ‘IE-L* — - ! t 1
e e e e = I
f —c - - P ——]
E 3 - 2 .
has an- oth-er thing to do to you and me air, and love - ly,
T i - - . ‘!
E +———t ;a' 0 ‘,'.: j; T 2
has an- oth-er thing to do to you and me air, and love - ly,
l ! ] [N
ﬁ—_ |Q ll‘ o
e 3
| I I de=" — %* :‘E[l oK |
- 3  — o t M
Y l I i — | j [ — b ———— r
© Alan Stringer 1997
Dypesetting by IMOLINA@ UNM.EDU

PO Box 4663 Alb. NM 87196


mailto:JMOUNA@UNM.EDU

=  — pa—-— | - Y ot — | —
: : " m— ] — e A— Ta— — —
:i;@hi - a—— r - i_.._..d_}i e
learn by go-ing where to go. This shak-ing keeps me stead - y. I should
A Xl K -~ X i
T N e e e e e e e e e
1} e — & v v a ———
learn by go-ing where to go. This shak-ing keeps me stead - y. I should
Al [— pu— i
o3 [ 1 3 H } Kot g, i A PR |
—— -——y g —p —p—p p—ta—n—%  ———
V¥ L 14 el 1 1 r ; { } 1 ~ 1 1. -
DA |4 1
learn by go-ing where to go. This shak-ing keeps me stead - y. 1 should
e P— —p- —s
e [ =
learn— . by go-ing where to go. This shak-ing keeps mestead - y. I should
31
G  ——— e o f— o |

TI—

AN
jﬁ
i
e lr-m
i

et —F
o <
Y - P m A Tempo
7 'DII.L 1 Py
ﬁ % n} t !L\ L 1 Tl 1 ! lLIL 1 ') " J T .!1—_1
) g — t gy
know. What falls a- way is al - ways and is near, I wake to
Fal > P )
2L T —— e ~ ! [
% % I W | 1 | - : - L ‘: | ]!l g
3 ﬁ_l__ﬁd__i__Li__i:I: - —g—e 1
know. What falls a- way is al - ways and is near I wake to
)
A > P f—
L7 31 | £3. Py e - i : e
—r B —— —
% - + 13 1 i t "____‘I_L Eml_'—i:tj 3
) T 4 [ ey ' S
know. What falls a- way is al - ways and is near.— .. . 1 wake to
! » N | ® Py 2 P p . m - i 3
BRI = e — = ——
h ) I i 1 1 ol — ]
i T—  mom—— 4 ——
know. What falls a- way is al - ways and is near.— . 1 wake to
S
3‘ ) [~ I ) P ™ A Tempo
L7 AN m 1. "
o — N—— - - — — e —
5 l — ﬁ;—f l E‘:j""r' U"D
j N
T ——— e e
~—{ Y i g e ]
© Alan Stringer 1997

Typeseiting by JMOLINA@ UNM.EDU
PO Box 4663 Alb. NM 87196


mailto:JMOUNA@UNM.EDU

o R? # MMY/ARY
N5 — | % 13 o — o & M e
il 1 4 1 e | ot | 4\ I L ) E——— ] Y 2 . K . i N L —y. ——
B i e P — — e
sleep, and take my wa-king slow. I leamn by go - ing where I have to go.

FSE==EE

sleep,—.— and take my wa-king slow. I learn by go - ing where I haveto  where I havetogo.
~
A g% i LL:\‘ lk\ Iy lk\ - — L - e P p ‘}_=
% - [ & ] _lL ! f i_ 2_'1 — %:
sleep, slow. I learn by go - ing where__.I have to go.
S e e L/’\i A L o :
T e o ;
Twaketo sleep. 00— 1 learn by go - ing where I have to go.

© Alan Stringer 1997
Typesesting by IMOLINA@ UNM.EDU
PO Box 4663 Alb. NM 87196


mailto:JMOUNA@UNM.EDU

	University of New Mexico
	UNM Digital Repository
	1997

	The Waking
	Alan Stringer
	Theodore Roethke
	Recommended Citation


	tmp.1479857407.pdf.248BM

