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The Waking 
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Theodore Roethke Alan Stringer 
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"The Waking," copyright 1953 by Theodore Roethke, from COLLECTED POEMS OF THEODORE ROETHKE 
by Theodore Roethke. Used by permission of Doubleday. a division of Random House, Inc. 
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go - ing where I have to go.__ We think by feel- ing._ What is there to 

go - ing where I to We think by feel- ing, feel ing. What is there to 

go - ing where I have___ to go. We think by feel- ing. feel ing. What is there to 

go - ing where I have___ to go.__ We think by feel- ing, feel ing. What is there to 
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--------­I hear my be- ing dance from ear to ear.______ I wake to 
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I hear my be - ing dance from ear to ear. I wake to sleep. I wake to 
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