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Commissioned by the Santa Fe Women’s Ensemble
for its tenth anniversary

WITH THIS CHILD:

Christmas Cantata for Women’s Voices and Harp
by Michael Mauldin

While working on piano accompaniments for a string method, I cherished every moment | spent
working on this piece. | knew Linda Raney, the director of the SFWE, and Rosalind Simpson,
the harp accompanist. | had heard and enjoyed their concerts in the beautiful and resonant
Loretto Chapel in Santa Fe. As a boychoir director, | had a fondness for treble voices, and for
harp.

There was a competition of sorts for who would supply the text. | fell in love with the poems of
Lara Hill, herself a member of the women’s ensemble. Her words were earthy yet reverent, full
of imagery and color. She was agreeable to small changes motivated by musical issues and
formal structure. The composing process was a joy.

So was the performance. My wife and sons and | attended the premiere in December, 1990 on a
snowy night in Santa Fe. Loretto Chapel was filled with people, candlelight, song — and magic.
Thanks Linda, Rosalind, Lara and all the ensemble members for the memory of a lifetime. A
recording of the premiere is included in the group’s CD, “Glad Tidings.” The NEW MEXICAN
said the piece was “intriguingly new and overwhelmingly beautiful.”

Michael Mauldin Duration: 16:35
http:/maww.mmauldin.com

Published by
Michael Mauldin
12713 Summer Ave. NE
Albuquerque, New Mexico 87112
USA
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WITH THIS CHILD:

Christmas Cantata for Women's Voices and Harp

I. Holy Mother

Text: LARA HILL, 1990 MICHAEL MAULDIN, 1990
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