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FOREWORD

The French and English  m a te r ia l used in  th is  survey was 

secured in  the New York S ta te  L ib ra ry  w ith  the kind a s s is ­

tance o f  Miss Mary Eyewater. The Spanish tra n s la t io n s  used 

are from the Coronado Room o f  the L ib ra ry  o f  the U n iv e rs ity  

o f New Mexico.

To Dr* T . M. Pearce, who suggested th is  survey and 

guided i t s  course, thanks are g iv en . To Dr. Dane F. Smith, 

whose h e lp  was In es tim a b le , goes deep a p p re c ia t io n .
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INTRODUCTION— THE NORTH AMERICAN INDIAN AS PRESENTED IN

THE EARLY NARRATIVES

!he in h ab itan ts  o f  the newly d iscovered  North American 

con tin en t were o f  g r e a t  in t e r e s t  to  contemporary Europeans* 

What manner o f  c rea tu res  l iv e d  in  th is  new lend? Were they 

monsters? Were they men? A few Indians were brought back 

to  Europe by Columbus, by C a r t ie r ,  and by Smith, but these 

were seen by a l im ite d  number o f  the populace* The w ide­

spread im pressions o f  the n a tiv es  came, th e re fo re , from the 

e a r ly  w r it in g s ,  the c h ro n ic le s , the r e p o r ts , and the le t t e r s  

o f  the exp lo rers  and the f i r s t  s e t t l e r s .  I t  is  from these 

sources that the p ic tu re  o f  the North American Indian was 

crea ted  fo r  the Europeans.

One p o in t was s e t t l e d  by a l l  the ch ro n ic le rs *  The 

Indians were not monsters but men. By the m iddle o f  the 

e igh teen th  century the Indians had been g l o r i f i e d  in  l i t e r a ­

ture to  the p o s it io n  o f  the "n ob le  savage.** Is  th ere any 

foundation fo r  th is  con cep tion  to  be found in  the e a r ly  

w r it in g s?

Each re p o r t  is  c o lo re d  by the p e rs o n a lity , the experience 

and the aims o f  the man who w rote i t .  This fa c t  was probably 

overlooked by the European reader who accepted each op in ion  

as the tru th  brought to  him by an eye -w itn ess . T h ere fo re , 

th is  survey g iv e s  equal Im portance to  each account, presen t­

ing  each as i t  was w r it te n  and a vo id in g  any in te rp re ta t io n .



#?



The fa c ta  about the Indians which appear in  the 

n a rra t iv e s  are c la s s i f i e d  in to  th ree gen era l d iv is io n s ?  

th e ir  appearance, th e ir  ch a ra c te r , th e ir  customs#





PART I

THE APPEARANCE OF THE INDIANS

The appearance o f  the Indiana is  based upon the 

accounts o f  th e ir  s ta tu re , th e ir  fe a tu re s , th e ir  c o lo r ,  and 

th e ir  dress# The f i r s t  p o in t to  be d iscussed is  th a t o f  

p h ys ica l appearance.

The n a rra t iv e s  agree  th a t the Indians were w e ll  b u i l t
l pand t a l l e r  than e ith e r  the French or the E nglish .* ' A com­

parison  w ith  other t r ib e s  as w e ll  as w ith  the English  la  

made by Smith when he n o tes  that the Sa3quesahanough are 

"such g rea t and w e ll  p roportion ed  men as are seldom seen fo r  

they seemed l ik e  G iants to  the E n g lish , yea , and to  th e ir  

neighbors De Vaca w r it e s  that a t  a d is tan ce  they seem to 

be g i a n t s T h a t  some Ind ians were more handsome than others 

in  b u ild  and in  fe a tu re  i s  emphasized by Verrazano a ls o  in

^Giovanni de V errazano, "R eport to h is  most Serene 
M ajesty the K ing o f  F rance, 1524," S a ilo r  *s N a rra tives  o f  
Voyages along the New England Coast"TS24~lF2*4, p. 5 .

^Martin P rln g , "Account o f  voyage to  Plymouth, 1603," 
S a i l o r ^  N a rra tives  o f  Voyages along the New England Coast
I5 g F T 6 g 4 ~ P>"CT"------------------------------ -------------------  “ “

•^Captain John Sm ith, T rave ls  and Works [l6Q6-X630] ,
I ,  54. ~  ~ ’

^Cabezs de Vaca, The Journey o f  A lvar Nunez Cabeza de 
Vaca (Fanny B an delle r , transTTTH p*3T7
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4

h is  d e s c r ip t io n  o f  the two k ings in  Newport Harbor who were 

"more b e a u t ifu l in  form and sta tu re  than can be/ d e s c r ib e d ."A 

Another comparison w ith  the French is  found in  Father B la rd ?s 

statement th a t the Canadian Indians were "about as a French­

man a t 25 y ea rs— not p o t - b e l l ie d ,  hunchbacked, or deformed. 

J jhere are) no gou ty or In san e .n2 Jouvency a tt r ib u te s  the 

handsome appearance o f  the same t r ib e s  o f  Canada to  th e ir  

h e igh t and v i g o r B r e r e t o n  notes th at the Indians o f  V ir ­

g in ia  are t a l l . 4 * * That the n a tiv es  in  the in t e r io r  o f  the 

country were a ls o  w e ll  b u i l t ,  gaunt, and o f  g rea t stren gth  

and a g i l i t y  is  recorded  by de Vaca,^ and confirm ed by 

Castaneda.^ Luxan comments upon the extreme h ea lth  o f  the 

Tlgua In d ians, n o tin g  th a t there were no s ick  or c r ip p le s .7 

R ib au lt w r ite s  o f the n a tiv es  in  F lo r id a ; "The peop le l i v e

^Verrazano, ojd. c l t . , p. 16.

2P ie r re  B iard , "R e la t io n ,” Jesu it R e la t io n s , I I I ,  75.

^Joseph Jouvency, "An Account o f the Canadian M ission 
from the year 1611 u n t i l  the year 1613," J esu lt R e la t io n s ,
I ,  13-14.

4John B rereton , A B r le fe  and True R e la t io n  o f  the D is­
co v e r le  o f  the North Part o f  V i rpinij~7~r6T5^7~pT~~¥.

^De Vaca, 0 £ . c i t . , p. 32.

^Castaneda, "N a r ra t iv e , 1540,” (G. P. W inshlp, tra n s .) 
IT. S. Bureau o f  American Ethnology R eport, 1892-93, V o l. 14,
? t n , T . i ^ 8 : ----------------------

7DIego Perez de Luxan, Exped ition  in to  New Mexico, 
1582-83 (George ? . Hammond and Agap ito  Rey, t r a n s . ) ,  p. 92.
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5

long and in  g rea t  h ea lth * Old men go w ith ou t s ta ves , run and 

go l ik e  the youngest* Age on ly  is  known by w rin k les  in  the 

fa ce  end the decay o f  s p i r i t * T h e r e  is  a unanim ity in  the 

rep o r ts  upon the f in e  physique*

The Borth American Indian was no monster* Y e t there 

are two d ev ia tio n s  from the normal rep o rted *  B e lle ga rd e , who 

summarized a l l  the in form ation  about the n a t iv e ,  w r it e s j  

"T h e ir  heads are fou r times as th ick  and la r g e r  than ours in  

Europe* * • they are sword p ro o f, and w i l l  break a Blade to
p

p ie c e s ."  T on ti*s  comment upon the shape o f  th e ir  heads 

a lso  o f fe r s  the exp lanation? "Savages have f l a t  heads which 

is  considered a beauty among them the women tak ing pains to 

f la t t e n  c h i ld r e n ^  heads by means o f  a cushion which they put 

on the forehead and bind w ith  a band, which a lso  fa s ten s  to 

the c r a d le ."

The s iz e  o f  the countenance was a m atter o f  in t e r e s t .  

Brereton notes th e ir  "broad v is a g e ,"  as does Verrazano*4''

XJuan de R ib a u lt , "N a r r a t iv e , "  (1562) H is t o r ic a l  Col­
le c t io n s  o f  Lou isiana and F lo r id a , I I ,  181.

2J. B. M. de B e llega rd e , A G eneral H is to ry  o f  a l l  
Voyages and T rave ls  Throughout tH e~T lTTnd"lfew'"World-, p* 200*

C h eva lie r  T o n t l,  "Memoir, 1693," Journeys o f  Rene 
Robert C a ve lie r  S leur de la  S a l le , I ,  18.

^B rereton , op* c l t . ,  p . 4 .

Verrazano, op* c l t *, p. 5.
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6

"T h e ir  fa ces  are as hroad as a soup p l a t e , Tl w r ite s  Ton ti*

"They are w e ll  countenanced," R os ier  reports***

There are c o n f l ic t in g  op in ions upon the eyes* V erra-
3

zano w r ite s  that they were la r g e .  P la te  I v  in  The Book o f
4

V ir g in ia  includes in  the tab u la tion  of* fe a tu re s , "sm all eyes*" 

P o ss ib ly  the la rg e  eyes were more u su a l, fo r  Jouvency s ta tes  

that the Canadian standard o f  beauty p ra ise s  sm all eyes* He
C

a lso  s ta tes  that turned up, p ro tru d in g  l ip s  are d e s ir a b le / '

A "broad mouth" Is  noted in  The Book o f  V ir g in ia , and 

de Vaca notes that the F lo r id a  Ind ians p e r fo ra ted  the under 

l i p  and ca rr ied  in  i t  "a p iece  o f  cane as th in  as h a l f  a
„7

f in g e r *  This may be a custom which grew up in  an e f f o r t  to 

a t ta in  the protrud ing l ip s  la t e r  admired in  the north* Lack 

o f  other comment upon the shape o f the mouth and l ip s  seems 

to  in d ica te  that there was noth ing unusual about them*

The average Indian was b e a rd le s s , a th ing which mad©

^T on ti, l o c * c l t *

^ James R o s ie r , "A True R e la t io n  o f  the most prosperous 
voyage made th is  presen t yeare 1605," S a i lo r 9s N a rra tives  * .
p» Li.-Ov

%
Verrazano, l o c * c l t *

4Som P ic tu re  » • * , " a t  F ra n k fo r t , Im printed by Ihon 
Wechal a t Theodore <£e Bry owne coast and charges Here­
a f t e r  r e fe r r e d  to as The Book o f  V i r g in ia .

5 Jouvency, op. c l t * , I ,  14*

^Book o f  V ir g in ia , l o c . c l t *
7

1

'De Vaca, o p* c l t * , p. 65*
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the "European appear monstrous to him . 4 * Champlain w r ite s  that 

savages had no beards as they to re  the h a ir  out as fa s t  as i t  

grew*^ jouvency notes th a t "th ey  d e te s t a b e a r d . R o s i e r  

a lso  comments upon th e ir  beard lessn ess , ex p la in in g  that they 

a llow  no h a ir  to grow upon the fa c e . 4 Percy , however, 

d esc rib es  a savage "who was about 8 3core . . .  h is  h a ir  was 

a l l  g rey  w ith  a reason ab le  b ig g e  beard which was as w h ite as 

any snow. I t  is  a m ira c le  to  see a Savage have any h a ir  upon 

th e ir  fa c e s . 1,8 Some Ind ians had th in  black beards, Brereton 

re c o rd s . 6 The co lo r  o f  the h a ir  was u su a lly  b lack although 

there are ex cep tio n s . "T h e ir  h a i r , "  w r ite s  Amidas, nla  

black©, y e t  we saw ch ild ren  th a t had ve ry  f a i r  chestnut 

co lo red  h a ir ."*7 Luxan n otes  that some o f  the Picos women had 

l i g h t  h a ir . 8 The A lb ino  d escrib ed  by V i l la g r a  was an excep tion

4 B isrd , ££. c l t . ,  I I I ,  73.

^Samuel de Champlain, Works. P t. 1 , Bk. I l l ,  p. 91. 

^Jouvency, l o c . c l t .

^R os ier, ojd. c l t . .  p . 114.

^George Percy, "A D iscourse on the P lan a ta tion  o f  the 
Southern Colony In V i r g in ia , "  in  Purchas, Purohas h is  P l l -  
£ri_naee, p* lx x .

^B rereton , op. c l t . , p. 11.

^Amidaa, 1584, in  Smith, op* c l t « .  I I ,  307.

8 Luxan, op . c l t . , p . 27.
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8

than, as he is  now.^

There i s ,  how ever, a v e ry  g rea t range o f  skin co lo r

rep o rted *  Columbus s t a t e s :  "They are not b lack— save the 
2

h a ir * "  Verrazano w r ite s  th a t the C aro lina  n a tiv es  are 

"b la ck — not much d i f f e r e n t  from • « « E th iop ia n s ."  S t i l l  

another ch ro n ic le r  notes th a t "th e  c o lo r  o f  th e ir  skins is  

s tro n g ly  in c lin ed  to  b la ck ; not one is  seen whose skin is  

w h ite  end y e t  noth ing i s  so w h ite as th e ir  te e th * "  They
c 6

are " l ik e  a dark o l i v e " ;  the F lo r id a  n a tiv es  are tawny";
i

"some were very  f a i r ,  some In c lin e  to  w h ite , some are tawny." 

To de Vaca they must have seemed dark, fo r  he mentioned that

the southwestern n a tiv e s  were "w h ite r  than any we had met
8 Q

u n t i l  then "; "th ey  a re  o f  c o lo r  y e l lo w * " ’ Many n a rra tors

b e l ie v e  th a t the Indian is  n a tu ra lly  w h ite* They are "browne

^Caspar Perez de V i l la g r a ,  H is to ry  o f  Hew Mexico 
(C i lb e r to  Espinosa, t r a n s * ) ,  p. IST I

2Christopher Columbus, "L e t te r  to  Santangel, 1493," 
H is to r ic a l C o lle c t io n s  o f  Louisiana and F lo r id a * p# 150.

^Verrazano, op* c l t * » p. 5.

* L f Allemanfc, " L e t t e r  to  F r. Jerone L*A llem ant, 1626, 
Indians o f North Am erica, I ,  205.

c
Brereton , ££* c l t * , p* 1 1 *

°H ib a u lt, on. c l t  * , I I ,  172.
7Verrazano, op* c i t >, p . 15*
Q
De Vaca, ££• c l t * , p . 133*

9Amidas, loc . c l t *
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when o f  any age, hut they are borne w hite#"'* ’ The Cape Breton

savages a re  w h ite , "but the heat o f  th e Sun, and rubbing Seal
2

o i l  and moose fa t  makes them sw arth y .”  Pring c la s s i f i e s  the 

c o lo r in g  as "sw art, taw nie, or chestnu t c o lo r — not in c lin ed  

by nature but a c c id e n ta l ly * " The c o lo r  o f  the akin e v i ­

d en tly  in te re s te d  Le Jeune p a r t ic u la r ly ,  fo r  he compares i t  

to  " those French beggars who are h a lf- r o a s te d  in  the Sun, 

and I  have no doubt that the Savages would be ve ry  w h ite  I f
4

they were w e ll  c o ve red ."  Jouvency, a ls o ,  compares them to 

the French, w r it in g  that they have th e  same com plexion, though
g

greased w ith  f a t  and ran c id  o i l#  The consensus o f  op in ion  Is  

that the Indians were in  c o lo r  between black and white#

Face and body p a in tin g  and ta t to o in g  is  commented upon 

and in  some cases exp la in ed . "The In d ia n s 1 bod ies are painted 

red  to keep the mosquitoes from b i t in g . "  Captain John Smith 

w r ite s s  "T h e ir  heads and shoulders a re  pa in ted w ith  red  ro o te . 

Pocones b ra ied  to  powder mixed w ith  o y le  * « • p reserve  them 

from heat and c o ld . "  Another in te rp r e ta t io n  is  th a t the fa ce

■^Smith, 0£ . c l t » ,  I ,  65#

^Le Jeune, "R e la t io n , 1635," Ind ians o f  North America,
I ,  233.

P r in g , op# c i t #, p* 59.
4Le Jeune, op* fe lt . , ' I ,  62#

5 Jouvency, l o c # c i t #

^Percy , op . c i t . , p. I v l i i *

9
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p a in tin g  is  to  fr ig h te n  enemies and to h ide th e ir  own f e e l ­

1 0

in gs as by a v e i l *  A s l i g h t l y  d i f f e r e n t  po in t o f  v iew  is

found elsew here in  the statem ent that "he that is  the most

g a lla n t  is  the most monstrous to b eh o ld ."X R ib a u lt*s  idea

is  that i t  i s  s e l f - e x p r e s s io n ,  fo r  he w r ite s  that they pa in t

th e ir  bodies and arms w ith  "p r e t ty  d e v ic e s "  in  assure, red ,

and b lack , "as w e ll  and p ro p e r ly  that the best p a in ters  o f

Europe could not do b e t t e r . "  Perhaps the most in te r e s t in g

d e sc r ip tio n  is  th a t o f  Le Jeunes

I t  seemed to  me I  was look in g  a t  those maskers who 
run about France in  C arn iva l tim e. There were some 
whose noses were pa in ted  b lu e, the eyes , eyebrows 
and cheeks painted b la ck , and the r e s t  o f  the fa ce  
red ; and these c o lo r s  a re  b r ig h t and shiny l ik e  
those o f  our masks* o th ers  had b lack , red , and blue 
s tr ip e s  drawn from one ear to the mouth. S t i l l  
others were e n t i r e ly  b lack , except the upper part 
o f  the brow and around the ears and the end o f  the 
ch in ; so that I t  m ight have been t ru ly  sa id  that 
they were masquerading*^

Castsfteda compares the women o f  Opate to  the women o f  Bar­

bary in  th e ir  way o f  p a in t in g  the chin and eyes.^

T a ttoo in g  is  c lo s e ly  a l l i e d  to p a in tin g  and is  w e ll
5describ ed  as a 'permanent rep resen ta tion  o f  animals or b ird s * "

xSmith, op . c i t * ,  I ,  67. 

^R ib au lt, op. c i t . , I I ,  171.

Le Jeune, op . c l t » »  I ,  62. 

4Caste?lada, op. c i t . , p. 62.

5 Jouvency, l o c * c l  t *
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Percy records ta t to o in g ,^  and Smith mentions i t  p a r t ic u la r ly *  

nWomen embroider le g s ,  hands, b rea s ts , and fa c e  w ith  d iv e rs e

works a r t i f i c i a l l y  wrought in to  th e ir  f le s h  w ith  black sp o ts• 

Lack o f  comment upon eyebrows would seem to  in d ica te  

th a t there was noth ing unusual about them. However, we fin d  

the fo l lo w in g  excep tions s eyebrows were pa in ted V erm illion  

mixed w ith  black j®  eyebrows were painted w h it e ; ' eyebrows 

were shaved w ith  sharp s ton es .^

H air dress v a r ie s  in  accordance w ith  the custom o f  the 

t r ib e  observed* Jouvency rep o r ts  that some shave the h a ir ;  

o thers c u lt iv a te  i t ;  some have h a l f  the head bare , e ith e r  a 

s id e  or the back; some wear I t  up on the head w h ile  o thers 

l e t  i t  hang on the tem ple*0 B e llega rde  s ta te s  nthe male 

Indians cut th e ir  h a ir *  the Indians in  the C aro lin es had

"th ic k  black h a ir ,  not v e ry  lon g , tier! back upon th e ir  heads

..2

^Percy , ££. c l t . , pp* I v i i i ,  lxx *
2

Smith, 0£ . c l t * , I ,  6 6 *

^ P ie r re  Le Moyne D’ I b e r v i l l e ,  "H is to r ic a l Journal or 
N a rra tiv e  o f  the E xped ition  made by order o f  h is  M ajesty 
Louis XIV, K ing o f  France, to  C o lon ize  Lou isiana, 1698,r? 
H is to r ic a l  C o lle c t io n s  o f  Lou isiana and F lo r id a , p. 72*

^B rereton , op . c l t . ,  p* 4*

^ B e llega rd e , op. c l t * ,  p* 200*

^Jouvency, l o c * c i t *

^ B e llega rd e , l o c * c i t *
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In  the form  o f  a l i t t l e  t a r t * ”  ̂ A long the coast o f  Maine

"th e  n a tiv es  shave o f f  th e ir  h a ir  fa r  up on th e ir  heads,

wear what remains ve ry  lo n g , comb and truss i t  back in  various

ways, ve ry  n e a t ly .  In te rtw in ed  w ith  fea th e rs  which they a ttach  
o

to  the head*” The men a long the Conchoa R iv e r

cut th e ir  h a ir  ve ry  sh o rt, up to  the m iddle o f  th e ir  
heads and from th ere  up they le a v e  i t  two fin g e rs  
long  and cu r l i t  w ith  Ir id iu m  pa in t in  such a way 
that i t  resem bles a sm all cap* They lea ve  on the 
crown a la rg e  lock  o f  h a ir  to  which they fa s ten  
fea th ers  o f  w h ite and black b ird s **

B raid ing the h a ir  ” ln  the shape o f  a queue” is  d esc rib ed ;^

a lso  b ra id in g  ” in  fou r p a rts  and trussed up about the head

w ith  a sm all knot behind in  which they s t ic k  fea th e rs  and
g

to y s * ” Long flo w in g  h a ir  is  seen. R ib au lt notes lon g  h a ir  

trussed up w ith  a la c e  made o f  herbs, to the top o f  the head*^ 

A d is t in c t io n  mentioned on ly  by R os ier  is  th a t the m arried 

men bind up th e ir  h a ir  w ith  a le a th e r  s t r in g  in  a lon g  round

k n o t . 0

^Verrazano, op . c i t * » p. 5* 
o

Champlain, op . c l t * , p . 74*
3 /Luxan, op. c l t . , pp* 57-58*

4 I b id . ,  p . 72.
c
^Pring , op. c l t . ,  p* 57.
6Da Vacs, Op. c l t * , p. 48*
7
R ib a u lt , 0£. c j l t * , I I ,  175*

8°Rcsier, op. c l t * a  p* 114*
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The moat e la b o ra te  h a ird resa , however, Is  th is  one o f  the 

Cheveux R e le v e st

Th eir h a ir  was e le va te d  and arranged very  h igh  and 
b e tte r  combed than th a t o f  our cou n tries  beyond 
comparison, however many irons and shapes the la t t e r ,  
may use. This seems to  g iv e  them a f in e  appearance . 1

We fin d  portrayed  "a  Weroan or g rea t  Lorde o f  V ir g in ia "  w ith

long h a ir  bound up by a knot under the ears w h ile  the top o f

the head, from forehead  to  nape Is  cu t sh ort l i k e  a cockscomb.**

Among women the h a ir  dress d is tin gu ish es  maids from

w i v e s T h e  Indian women near San M arc is l wore th e ir  h a ir

" t o  th e ir  heads . " 4 Women o f  C ibola  gather th e ir  h a ir  over

th e ir  ea rs , making a frame which looks " l i k e  an o ld  fash ioned

headdress . " 5 Some o f  the h a ir  hangs in  back and the r e s t  ia

b ra id ed . One o f  the "C h le f fe  Ladyes o f  Secota" shows the

fr o n t  o f  her h a ir  cut sh o r t; the r e s t  is  not lo n g , but is

" th in  and s o f t  and f a l l s  down about the sh ou ld ers ." She wears
7

a wreath o f  flow ers  upon her head. The P lcos women wear

13

^Champlain, op. c l t . , p. 235. 

2Book o f V irg in ia . P late 111. 

5Percy, op. c l t . . p. lx x i .
A /
Luxan, op. c i t . , p. 73#

CastaTleda, Oj »̂ c l t # , p. 317«
c
Champlain, op. c l t #, p. 90.

Book o f V irg in ia , P late lv .
7
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1 2 th e ir  h a ir  " l ik e  the Span ish "; the Zun if s , In  " la r g e  p u ffs . "

I t  Is  obvious from th is  survey th at there was no u n ifo rm ity

o f  h a ir  dress among the North American Ind ians.

The accounts p resen t the ty p ic a l Indian as a t a i l ,

w e l l - b u i l t  in d iv id u a l, w ith  browsed sk in , pain ted re d , b lu e,

or b la ck , a broad fa c e ,  b lack eyes and black h a ir *  How was

th is  Indian dressed?

The m atter o f  d ress  Is  one which la  d escrib ed  in  d e ta i l  

by almost every  n a rra to r  as i t  con tr ib u tes  g r e a t ly  to appear­

ance* Nakedness, a l l  o r In  p a r t, i s  w id e ly  noted* Columbus 

found the n a tiv es  in  the West In d ies  naked.^ Verrasano w rite s  

th a t the savages a long the C aro lina  coast were naked excep t 

a t  the lo in s *4 Brer ©ton w r ite s  th at f i v e  o f  the V ir g in ia  

n a tiv e s  who g ree ted  them were naked* De Vaca w r ite s  th a t 

the Pueblo Ind ians, l ik e  the co a s ta l t r ib e s , a re naked

Castaneda rep o rts  that th e v ir g in s  o f  Tlguex and C ibola  were
7nude u n t i l  they took a husband. And Biard s ta te s  that the

^Luxan, op • c l t * ,  p* 27.

2 I b ld . ,  p . 89*

^Columbus, op. c l t * , p* 147
4
V e rr  as ano , 0£. C lt* , p* 5*

^Brereton , op. c l t * , p* 4*

SDe Vaca, op. c l t * , p* 152*

7Castaneda, op. c l t *, p* 523*





women o f  tha Canadian tr ib e s  were le s s  naked than the men***’

Skins o f  the animals o f  the l o c a l i t y  fu rn ished most

o f  the m a te r ia l used fo r  c lo th in g . The costume o f  the

Indians on the Carolina coast is  d esc r ib ed  as fo llo w s?

"About the lo in s  are skins o f  sm all animals l ik e  martens

fastened  to  a g ir d le  . . .  to  which they t i e ,  a l l  around the
2

body, t a i l s  o f  o ther animals hanging down to  the kn ees ."

A coverin g  o f  h ide is  rep o r te d . There are "mantles and 

aprons o f  B eereak inn2-breeches and le g g in g s  th a t reach to  

the b e l t . 0 Pa in ted deersk in^ and " h a l f  s le eves  o f  deerskin"*^ 

are found among the Pueblo In d ian s. E lsewhere one comes upon
p

tanned deersk in  bodices over the b re a s ts , " lo o s e  deor sk in s ,"  

" le a th e r  aprons to  the k n e e s , d e e r s k i n  w ith  " fu rs  c lo s e

^•Elard, on. c l t . ,  I l l ,  73.
2Verrazano, eg . c l  t . , p. 5 .
it
^Jouvency, op . c l t . ,  I ,  14; Sm ith, op . c l t . ,  I ,  6 6 *
4Thomas H a r lo t , A b r le fe  and tru e r e p o r t  o f  the new 

found land o f  V ir g in ia  and o f  the natu re and manners o f  the 
n a tu ra l! In K ab ltan ts ,^pT 24. ~ ' *

^Champlain, ojd. c l t . ,  l v ,  p. 310.
a
De Vaca, o g . c l t . ,  p. 21.

’' I b id . ,  p. 157.
>2 /
vLuxsn, op . c l t . ,  p . 57.
g
’ Robert Jouet, The Th ird  Voyage o f  Master Henry Hudson, 

160^, p . 3 .

15

^ P r in g ,  op. c l t . ,  p. 58.
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about the n eck ."*  'There are "mantles o f  Beaver or Deere

skins hanging to the knees and fa s ten ed  on the shoulders

w ith  le a th e r— some w ith  s l e e v e s a l s o  bear or beaver aklns^

and "bear skins l ik e  an I r is h  mantle o ver the sh ou lder•"

Cowhide was used in  the southwest.® A number o f  decora ted

skins were used, "some embroidered w ith  w h ite  beads, some
6w ith  copper, others pa in ted  a f t e r  th e ir  manner." "The 

Algonquins are c le v e r  a t  in ven tin g  d es ign s and preparing
7

skins .  . . w i t h  s t r ip s  o f  porcupine q u i l l s  dyed s c a r le t . "  

Sometimes akin was pa in ted in  la c e - l ik e  p a tte rn s . 8
Q

Cloaks o f  turkey fea th e rs  are rep o rted  a t  Z ia  and 

C ib o la , * 0 a long the Hudson,** and in  V i r g in ia . * 2  C lo th  woven

*  Brers ton , 0 £. c l t . ,  p . 11.
o
R o s ie r , op. c l t . , pp. 113-114.

I b e r v i l l e ,  op. c i t . ,  p. 71.

Spring, op. c l t . , p . Or 03 .

®Luxan, op. c l t . . P* 57.
g

Smith, op. c l t . , I * 6 6 .
7Champlain, op. c l t . , p. 311.

8 P ia rd , op. c l t . . P* 33.

0Luxan, op. c l t . . P* 85.

^CastaYfe&a, op. c i t+ , p . 517.

**Jou et, op. c l t * . P* 3 .

1 2 Smlth, lo c
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o f  co tton , prass, le a ve s ,^  palm, yucca, bark, and moss' 

is  u t i l i z e d *  Although moat o f  the co tton  c lo th  is  found in 

the southwest where eotbon was r a is e d , Columbus notes that 

the West Indian women weui- co tton  c o v e r in g , 8 and Jouvency 

rep o rts  a p a r t ic o lo re d  c lo th  which m ight be c o tto n *9 A fte r  

con tact w ith  the Europeans we f in d  an occas ion a l d e sc r ip tio n  

o f  a savage in w a is tcoa t and breeches " o f  b lack se rge , made 

a f t e r  our sea fa s h io n s ,” w ith  hose and shoes on h is  f e e t *10

xPray Marcos de N Iza , "D iscovery  o f  the Seven C it ie s  
o f  C ib o la ” (P ercy  M* Baldwin, t r a n s . ) ,  H is to ry  o f  New Mexico*
I ,  19j Castaheda, lo c  c l t .; G a lle g o s , "R e la t io n  of~TKe
Rodriguez Exped ition  to New Mexico" (G. P. Hammond and 
A gap ito  Rey, tran s . and e d . ) ,  p. 27.

2 ,f
" . . .  the common s o r t  use grass and lea ves  o f  t r e e s , "  

Smith, l o c . c l t *

Loc. c i t .; Columbus, 0£ . c l t .3 p. 147.
4Hernando d 'E sca lan te  Fontenado, Memoir on the Country 

and Ancient Indian T rib es  o f  F lo r id a ,"  H is to r ic a l  C o lle c t io n s  
o f  Lou isiana and F lo r id a , I I ,  237.

'Luxan, 0£» c l t . , p* 89.
e

Jouvency, op. c l t * ,  I ,  14; Cloakes were made "by
women o f  the bark o r  tEsTmulberry t r e e . "  (T o n t i,  op* c l t * , I ,  2 1 .)

'The moss used *|tows on cedar and o ther t r e e s . "  (R ib a u lt , 
op* c l t . ,  I I ,  172 .) Spanish moss was d escrib ed  In  variou s ways. 
Y t  was c a l le d ,  "p lan ts  which hang down from branches o f  t r e e s ’1 
(V errazano, o£. c i t . ,  p* 1 1 ); "a kind o f  wool that grows on 
t r e e s 5 (de Vaca, op* c i t * , p* 7 1 ); and, more a c cu ra te ly , "moss 
that resem bles w ool" (Fontenado, l o c * c l t * )*

Q
Columbus, 0£. c l t * , p. 147.

9Jouvency, op. c l t . , I ,  14-15.

1 0 Rrereton , op* c i t . ,  n. 4.
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The possession  o f  European c lo th in g  was one o f  d is t in c t io n ,  

fo r  i t  was the c h ie f  who g ree ted  d * I b e r v i l l e  who wore a c loak , 

b lue stock ings and e red  cra va t which had been g iven  to  him 

by Ton ti when the l a t t e r  was search ing fo r  La S a lle .^  Father 

Biard w r ite s  that the n a t iv e s  w i l l in g l y  wore a l l  French 

c lo th e s , fo r  which they traded , excep t trousers which "p laced  

them in  chains• " By 1620, however, trad in g  between the 

French and the Indians had provided  the la t t e r  w ith  French 

capes fo r  summer and bed-b lankets fo r  wear in  w in te r*  occa- 

s in s , o f  h ide or fu r ,  were the customary fo o t  coverin g*

B elts  and sashes were im portan t, and g e n e ra lly  worn* 

Biard w r ite s  that the d is t in c t io n  in  dress between young men 

and young women was a cco rd in g  to  the way o f  wearing the b e l t i  

the women were g ird le d  both  above and below the stomach. 3 4 

Hand pain ted and em broidered s h ir t s ,  " th a t  are ve ry  charm ing," 

and b lankets worn " a f t e r  the fash ion  o f  Jewish women" are 

describ ed  by G a llegos in  the pueb los.^

In  s p ite  o f  the ev iden ce th a t the Indian wore c lo th e s , 

even b e fo re  the advent o f  the European, in  keep ing w ith  the 

c lim a te  and na tu ra l re s o u rc e s , the im pression has p e rs is ted

^ D ^ b e r v i l le ,  op * c l t , ,  p* 70. 
o

B iard , op* e f t . ,  I l l ,  33*

3 Ib ld . .  p . 73.
4
G a llego s , ££ . cJLt., p* 27.





to  th is  day that the o n ly  dress o f  the North American Indian 

Is  a few fea th e rs  in  the h a ir *

The Indians apparen tly  d e lig h te d  in  a l l  so rts  o f  orna­

ments* A headdress o f  one kind or another i s  q u ite  commonly
/

rep o rted  from a sim ple garland  to  an e lab o ra te  fea th e r  cover­

in g* "Some wear garlands s im ila r  to  b ir d s ’ fe a th e r s ,"  w r ite s  

Verrazano. La ter he n o tes  that they had ornaments on th e ir  

heads composed o f  b ra ids o f  h a ir  "which do hang down upon 

th e ir  breasts • * * - Others wear d i f f e r e n t  ornaments such 

as the women o f  Egypt and S y r ia . " 1 R os ier w r i t e s :

One wore a k ind o f  Coronet about h is  head, made cun­
n in g ly  o f  substance l i k e  s t i f f  h a ir  co lo red  red , 
broad and more than a handful 1 in  depth. Probably a 
s ign  o f  h is  s u p e r io r ity  as he would not exchange I t . . *  
[o th e rs  wgre] w h ite  fea th e red  sk ins o f  fow l around 
the head.

Champlain d escrib es  a headdress as :

. • • a tu f t  o f  h a ir  up behind t ie d  w ith  e e l-s k in  
as a band, or sometimes a p la te  a fo o t  square fa s ­
tened to i t ,  covered w ith  wampum hanging down 
behind . 3

4 5
W© fin d  " fe a th e r  brushes" and "Fow les fe a th e rs ."  Captain 

John Smith notes fe a th e r  headdresses o f  "whole skins o f  hawks

^•Verrazano, op. c l t . * p . 5*

2R o a ie r , op. e i t , . ,  p . 132* 
x
Champlain, op* c i t ** p . 313.

*De Vaca, op. c l t * * p* 21.

5 Percy , 0£ . £ *£ •* P* lx iv *
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or strange fow l© ” w ith  w ide spread w ings, or a wing o f  a 

b ird , or a la rg e  fe a th e r  w ith  a R a t t e l l *  He continues w ith  

a d e s c r ip t io n : "These R a t te l la  a re  somewhat l ik e  the shape

o f  a Rapier but le a s e , which they take from the ta le  o f  a 

s n a k e * L a t e r  he mentions "heads bedecked w ith  w h ite  down© 

o f  B ird s • ” * 2 * 4

Earrings were g e n e ra lly  worn, "by men and women*"^ 

There is  a lso  some mention o f  p ie r c in g  o f the n o s t r i ls :

"th ey  sometimes p ie rc e  nose and ears and suspend p ieces o f
4

co ra l or ornaments and wood o f  p e cu lia r  q u a lity  and shape"; 

on th e ir  ears was a sm all copper p la te  w ith  which they wipe
g

the sweat from th e ir  b o d ie s * ” We fin d  copper ea rr in g s , " in
6 Vthe O rien ta l manner"; "tu rqu o ises  from noses and e a rs " ;

p
"ea rs  fr in g e d  w ith  beads*” That the s iz e  o f  the h o le  in  the 

ear was im portant Jouvency n o tes : "th e  la rg e r  the h o le  the

20

Smlth, * c l t • , X, 6 6 *

2 I b ld . .  IX , 400.

®Jouvency, op . c l t . , I ,  15.
4
D’ I b e r v i l l e ,  op* c l t * , p* 77* 

^R lbau lt, 0£ . c l t . .  I I ,  178. 

°Verrazano, 0£* c i t * , p* 14. 

^De N lza , op. c l t * , I ,  19. 

^Champlain, op . c l t * , p* 236*
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more b e a u t i fu l . ” Not on ly  were stones hung In the ea rs , but

a ls o  ” fow les  le g s ^ a n d  snakes:

Some o f  the men wear In th e ir  ears sm all green and 
y e llo w  snakes, one n ea r ly  one h a l f  yard lon g , which 
c raw lin g  and lapp ing her s e lv e  about h ia  necke, 
o fte n  times fa m il ia r ly  would k is s  h is  l i p s .

A dead r a t  t ie d  by the t a l l ,  and the d r ied  hand o f  an enemy

were a lso  accep tab le  ornaments. 3

Necklaces and chains were the most common adornment.

Chains o f  wampum are d escrib ed  by Champlain^ as w e ll  as by
5Smith. The women were ornamented w ith  chains, gewgaws,

and f i n e r y , ” w r ite s  B iard . 6 Necklaces o f  tu rqu o ise , 7  o f  g o ld , 8 
9 i  rjo f  copper, and o f  copper and s i l v e r a r e  rep o rted *  A le s s

^Jouvency, l o c * c l t *
©

Percy , op. c l t . , p* I x i v .

3 Smith, l o c * c i t *

^Champlain, op . c l t . .  p. 313.

5 Smith, 0£. c i t . ,  I I ,  400*

6 B iard , ££ . c i t . ,  I l l ,  73.
7

De N isa , op. c l t * , I ,  19.
8 ”Necklaces o f  P ieces o f  Gold fasten ed  toge th er w ith  

Cotton S t r in g s , ” B e llega rd e , og . c i t . ,  p . 200.

^*Red copper chains o f  many h o llow  p ieces  cemented 
to g e th e r , 10 or 12 on a s t r in g , ” B rereton , op. c l t . ,  p* 9.

^ "H an g in g  around th e ir  neck a round p la te  o f  r e ■ cop­
per and a sm a ller s i l v e r  one in  the m iddle o f  i t , ” H lb au lt, 
op * c l t . ,  I I ,  178.



*
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understandable d eco ra tion  is  describ ed  by Champlain:

Women swarm to  meet the re tu rn in g  v ic to r io u s  canoes 
to  r e c e iv e  the sca les  which they hang around th e ir  
neck l ik e  a ch a in . ” *1

Smith d esc r ib es  a Sasquesahanough who wore a b e a r ^  paw on

h is  h e a r t ; another had "th e  head o f  a W oo lf hanging in  a
2chana fo r  a J e w e ll . "

C o lla rs  are o c ca s io n a lly  worn:

• • * a h an d fu ll broad, a l l  ho llow  p ieces  o f  co p p e r ,,
400 in  a c o l la r ,  very  f in e  and even ly  s e t  to g e th e r •

R ib au lt*s  note o f  a c o l la r  o f  go ld  and p ea r ls  "as la r g e  as
4 nacorns hanging from i t ” i s  unique as "copper was more

5esteemed than g o ld ” and r a r e ly  are p ea r ls  m en tioned*' While 

b ra c e le ts  were common they are le s s  fre q u en t ly  d esc rib ed  than 

ea rr in gs  or beads. However, we f in d  b e lts  and b ra c e le ts  "from
ry

Venus s h e l l  or porcupine q u i l ls "  in  Jouvencyf s accoun t: copper * 2 * 4

^-Champlain, £p. c i t . . p. 105.
2Smith, ojp. c i t . .  I ,  54.

^R rereton , opa c i t . p. 9.

4R ib a u lt , 0£. c i t . .  I I ,  77.

^Verrazano, op» c i t . .  p. 14.

^Book o f  V ir g in ia . P la tes  I I I ,  IV , and V I I  show pearl 
ea rr ings • In "T la £ e  v t wa younge gen t i l l  woeman dough te r  o f  
S e co t ie  [wearsj a s t r in g  o f  p earls  w ith  copper o r  bone between 
each bead ."

'Jouvency, op* c i t . , I ,  1$.
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b ra c e le ts ,^  and b ra c e le ts  o f  " l i t t l e  w h ite  round bone on a
o

le a th e r  s t r in g . "  In w r it in g  o f  the Indians o f  Plymouth, 

P ring  mentions a b re a s tp la te  o f  b rass, one fo o t  long and one 

h a l f  fo o t  broad.

This survey In d ic a te s  that the Indian was a crea tu re  

not u n lik e  the European: darker in  c o lo r ,  b e tte r  b u i l t ,  w ith  

b lack  h a ir  and eyes, w earing fewer c lo th es  than the Europeans, 

p a in tin g  h is  fa ce  and body gay c o lo r s , and hanging ornaments 

o f  one kind or another upon h im se lf*  The next con s id era tion  

is  o f  h is  ch a ra c ter : how d id  he d i f f e r  from the men o f

Europe? Was he savage or was he g e n t le ?  Was he to be fea red  

or to  be embraced? What manner o f  man was he?

^DfIb e rv i l l e ,  o p .  c l t * , p .  72.
p
‘ 'Rosier, cnp. c i t . , p. 132; Champlain, ££. c l t . , p# 313.
nt
spring, op. c i t . , p. 56.





PART I I

CHARACTER AND MANNERS

The consensus o f  op in ion  e s ta b lis h es  the Ind ians, 

upon f i r s t  con tact w ith  the Europeans, as s in g u la r ly  g e n t le ,  

f r ie n d ly ,  and generous* This op in ion  Is  shown by the fo l lo w ­

in g : "th ey  are g e n t le ,  courteous, and good n a tu red ";^  fr ie n d ly ;^

c i v i l  and m erry;’"' o f  good d is p o s it io n ;^  extrem ely  fr ie n d ly ;^  

not b e ll ic o s e ;®  gay . « * hate a ch u r lish  d is p o s it io n ; 7 peace-
Q Q

f u l ;  happy d is p o s it io n ;^  kind and not c ru e l • • • fa i t h fu l  

f r i e n d s a f f a b l e ,  courteous and w e ll  d is p o s e d ;^  g rea t

^ I b a u l t ,  0£. c i t . ,  I I ,  171.

^P rin g , ££. c i t . , p . 62; B iard , ££. c i t . , I I I ,  27.

^R os ier, op. c i t . , p . 114.
A
^Champlain, op. c i t * ,  p. 91.

^Captain G ab rie l A rcher, "R e la t io n  o f  the D iscovery  
o f  our R iv e r  21 May--22 June, 1607," in  Smith, op. c l t » , p .  x l l .  
A ls o , Jouet, op. c i t . , p . 19.

^Luxan, op. c i t . , p . 47.

7Samuel C larke, New England D escribed  and the P lanta­
t io n  th e reo f by the E n g lish , p. 4*7.

^Jouvency, o£. c i t . , I ,  12*

^B iard , op. c i t .#  H I#  73.

^CastaSteda, 0£. c i t . ,  p. 528.

^ C la r k e ,  l o c . o i t .
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1 Ofr ie n d s ; ve ry  f r ie n d ly .

Their g en e ro s ity  Is  a tte s te d  t o :  l ib e r a l  and generous. . .

they r e l i e v e  the poverty  o f  the u n fo rtu n a te ; 5 generous and not

m a lic iou s ; 4 "when not f e a r fu l ,  open-handed and l ib e r a l  w ith

a l l  they possess" ; 5 very  generous ; 6 generous w ith  every th in g  
7( except w i f e ) .  B iard p ra ises  th e ir  g e n e ro s ity :

They share e l l  th e ir  good fo rtu nes even w ith  the 
French, though they know the l a t t e r  g iv e  l i t t l e  
away to  them. 8

Their h o s p it a l i t y  was noted g e n e ra l ly ,  te Jeune w rite s  

that they always gave th e ir  b e s t , 9 and in  more d e t a i l  as 

f o l lo w s :

You can lodge where you p lease fo r  th is  N a tive  above a l l  
others is  exceed in g ly  h osp ita b le  towards a l l  so rts  o f  
persons, even toward S tran gers ; and you may remain as 
long as you p lease , being always w e l l  tre a ted  accord ing 
to the fash ion  o f  the country

•^Brereton, op. c i t . , p . 9 .

2 Verrszano, op . c i t . , p. 9.

3 Jouvency, op. c i t . . ,  X, 12-13.

4B iard , o r .  c i t . ,  I l l ,  73.

°Ccluabus, on. c i t . B p. 148.
6V errezano, op. c i t . ,  p. 16.
7

C larke, l o c . c i t .

SB iard , og . c i t . ,  I I ,  27.
Q
Le Jeune, ojg. c i t . ,  I ,  231. 10

1 0 Ib ld ,  p. 218.
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A rch er ’ s party  was en te rta in ed  "w ith  much Courtesey© in  every

De Vaca ’ s n a r ra t iv e  g iv e s  the fo l lo w in g  account o f  h is  t r e a t ­

ment in  F lo r id a : A ga inst the adv ice  o f  others who had been 

to  New Spain and thought that the Spaniards m ight be s a c r i­

f ic e d ,  de Vaca asked the sym pathetic Ind ians to  take them 

to  th e ir  d w e llin g s , which they d id , and then prov ided  f i r e s ,  

b u i l t  huts fo r  th e ir  p ro te c t io n , and c a r r ie d  the Spaniards 

who were too weak to  walk on the jou rn ey .^

B iard ’ s conanents co n tra s tin g  the savage and the French

temperament shows the form er in  an In te r e s t in g  l i g h t :

Their days are noth ing but pastim e* * They are never In  
a hurry* Quite d i f f e r e n t  from us, who can never do 
anything w ithout hurry and w orry ; w orry , I  say, because 
our d e s ir e  t^pannlzes over us and banishes peace from 
our a c t io n s * '

Brereton w rite s  that the Indians "were fe a r le s s  o f  o th e r ’ s 

harms as In tend ing none th em se lves .” ^ Hudson’ s Judgment was 

th a t " i f  the n a tiv es  are w e ll  trea ted  as w e ll d is p o s e r , they 

should be a l l  r i g h t . ” 5

*De Vaca, oo. c l t ., p. 60. 

3 Biard , op. c i t . ,  I l l ,  85. 

^Brereton , op. c l t .t p. 10. 

^Jouet, op. c i t . , p. 19.

Archer, 0£. c i t . ,  p» x l l i i .
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That the n a tiv es  were tim id  Is  mentioned by Sm ith,**•

by Columbus,*' and by Riba a l t :

I f  any rude or v igorous means should be used towards 
these people, they would f l y  h ith e r  and th ith e r  ,
through the fo r e s t  • • * and abandon th e ir  h a b ita t io n s . 0

Y e t th e ir  endurance and bravery  Is  emphasized even more.

C a r t ie r  admires th e ir  hardiness In  coming to the sh ip In  the

c o ld e s t  weather naked, "which seemeth In c re d ib le  to  them that

have not seen I t . "  They are fe a r le s s  In the fa c e  o f  death ; 0

they never f l in c h ; 6 they endure a l l  t r i a l s  w ith  ch eerfu lness
rr

and p a t ie n c e ; ' they have g rea t a b i l i t y  to stand hunger, 

t h ir s t  and co ld .®

Blard w r ite s  o f  the deep concern which the Indians 

f e l t  when they d iscovered  th at they had betrayed  the I^ench to  

the Ih g l ls h ,  th ink ing th a t the l a t t e r  were th e ir  fr ien d s  

He a ls o  speaks o f  the deep f e e l in g  which brought about the

^Smith, ££ . c l t . ,  I ,  6 6 .

^Columbus, op. c l t . , p. 148.

^R ib au lt, op. c l t . , I I ,  179.
4Jaques C a r t ie r ,  "The F ir s t  R e la t io n  o f  Jaques C a rtie r  

o f  San M ale, 1534," E arly  English  and French Voyages, p . 75.

5 Blard, o p . c l t . ,  I l l ,  69.
g

C larke, op. c l t . , p . 47.
TJ
'Jouvency, od. c l t . ,  I ,  12-13.

®De Vaca, op. c l t . ,  p. SO.

®Blard, ojd. c l t .  I I I ,  27.
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death o f  a young man from g r i e f  a t lo s in g  h is  w lfe *^  But,

tea rs  are on ly noted by de Vaca. He r e c a l ls  that o ften  when

Indians meet, b e fo re  they speak, they weep fo r  h a l f  an hour,
2and sometimes part w ithout a word* A longer excerp t is  as 

fo llo w s  s

Upon see ing  the d is a s te r  we had s u ffe r e d , our m isery 
and d is t r e s s ,  the Indians sa t down and a l l  began to 
weep out o f  compassion fo r  our m isfortu ne • • • they 
wept so loud and so s in c e r e ly  th at i t  could be heard 
fa r  away*

V e r i ly ,  to see beings so devo id  o f  reason , so untutored, 
so l ik e  unto bru tes, y e t  so d eep ly  moved by p it y  fo r  us, 
i t  increased  my fe e l in g s  and those o f others in  my com­
pany fo r  our own xalsfortur e*$

E arly  ch ro n ic le rs  note the In d ia n ’ s g a ity  and ligh tn ess

o f  s p i r i t ,  h is  humor and h is  la u g h te r : gay;^  very  m errie;®

g re a t  fr ien d s  w ith  s i l l y  laugh ter;®  c i v i l  and xnerryj^ very

ta lk a t iv e  and ready je s t e r s ;  they punish th ieves  by r id ic u le

and d e r is io n ;®  a new Sagamore is  s e t  up w ith  much J es tin g , * S * 7

•^Blard, op* c l t * . I I I ,  59*
o

De Vaca, op* c l t * * p* 32*

SIb ld . .  p . 59.

^Le Jeune, op. e l t . . I ,  228.
c
^C larke, l o c * c l t *

^Champlain, op . c l t * , p* 110*
7R o s ie r , op. c l t * ,  p* 114* 

®Jouvency, l o c . c i t *
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a "Sagamochin" ; 1 a lo v e r  dare not g iv e  a s ign  o f  passion or 

he becomes a laughing s to ck . 2 D e r is io n  is  a lso  noted by 

B la rd 's  comments on th e ir  h a b it  o f  c a l l in g  a tte n t io n  to any 

p h ys ica l d e fe c t  e ith e r  o f  the French or the Ind iana, and c a l l ­

ing the man by a nickname in d ic a t in g  h is  d e fe c t ,  as "O ne-eye," 

or "F la t-n os© ."^  Sometimes th e ir  c r a ft in e s s  w i l l  shade in to  

a je s t  as narra ted  by P rin g  o f  the a tta c k in g  party  who, when 

they saw a m a s t if f  charging them, turned o f f  the a ttack  "as a 

j e s t  and sp ort and l e f t  In a f r ie n d ly  manner. " 4 There is  a 

grim  q u a lity  In  some o f  th e ir  humor j f o r  In stan ce , In 

V i l l a g r a ^  account o f  the n igh t a t  Puarai when the Spaniards 

were p laced In a newly whitewashed room which, as the w a lls  

d r ie d , rev ea led  murals d e p ic t in g  the manner o f  death o f  three 

Spanish p r ie s ts .^ ' Another ep isode d esc r ib ed  by V l l la g r a  shows 

the ch ild ish n ess o f  th e ir  humor:

A human fig u re  appeared w ith  ears about h a l f  a 
yard in  len gth  w ith  a long snout, and a t a i l  so long 
that i t  dragged on the ground. Th is f ig u r e  stood 
menacing our men w ith  bow and arrow  and leap in g  about 
w ith  a n tic s  such as our men had n ever w itnessed b e fo r e . . *  
the sergean t recogn ized  that i t  was an Indian attem pt­
ing to  fr ig h te n  the men so th e y fd f l e e  and he*d take 
the baggage.

^■Biard, op* c i t . , I I I ,  89*

2 Ifc ld . .  I l l ,  91.

3Ib id . I l l ,  73.

^ P rln g , o£. e l t « ,  p . 62.

®V1114gra, op. c l t . . p . 142.
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'Hie Spaniards pretended to  be a fr a id  as he makes fa ces  and 

ges tu res , u n t i l  one s e ize s  him and snatches o f f  the mask*

•The Indian was ve ry  hu m ilia ted  a t  the d is c o v e ry . Ihe 

Spaniards put him in  a good humor, how ever, b e fo re  he l e f t  

them.^

Another s id e  o f  the North American Indian i s  presented

in  the ch ro n ic le s . "Lazy , treach erou s , c ru e l,  r e v e n g e fu l,

th ie v e s , and l i a r s "  are ch a ra c te r iza t io n s  a lso  a p p lie d .
o

Some tr ib e s  are sa id  to be can n iba ls* Y e t q u ite  the

other po in t o f  view  is  presented by de Vaca: f i v e  C hristians 

on the coast became so desperate th a t they a te  each o th e r , 

u n t i l  on ly  one was l e f t ;  the Indians were in  an uproar about 

i t ?  when a number o f  the n a tiv es  f e l l  i l l  they decided  that 

i t  was the e v i l  o f  the Spaniards th a t had brought a curse
<K

upon them.

Their g lu tton y  is  n o ted . 4 "They are a lto g e th e r  

savage* From morning ur t i l  n igh t th ey  have no other thought 

than to  f i l l  th e ir  stomachs*"^ Th e ir  h a b it  was to  ea t in  

excess when there was p len ty  and to  s ta rv e  when that was gone.

^ V il la g ra , or>. c i t * , p. 151.

^Columbus, op. c i t . ,  p. 151; P e rcy , op. c i t . ,  p« l v l i i ;  
C larke, op . c i t . , p . 34.

®De Vaca, op. c i t . ,  p . 64.

4Le Jeune, op . c i t . ,  I ,  231; de Vaca, op . c i t . ,  p. 90.
cL’Allemant , op. cit., I, 56*
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Champlain comments upon th e ir  im providence* and notes w ith  

s a t is fa c t io n  that the Plymouth Indians know how to preserve 

food  in  h o le s .^  Castehads rep o r ts  th a t the p la in s  Indians 

d ry  meat cut in  th in  s l i c e s ,  then grin d  i t  to a powder fo r  

soup, although o r d in a r i ly  they ea t raw f le s h  and drink blood*^ 

f!he pueblo Ind ians, how ever, had la r g e  c e l la r s ,  g ran a r ies , 

and p a n tr ie s .^

C larke observes that the Indians "a re  wedded to  id l e ­

n ess ";^  y e t  he makes an excep tion  o f  the indu striou s Karra- 

gan setts*^  Le Jeune f in d s  them a l l  la z y .^  S tea lin g  Is  

another c h a r a c te r is t ic .^  Luxan w r it e s ;  "They co ve t iron  

ve ry  much and whenever they can s t e a l  some they do not post­

pone i t  t i l l  the n ex t d a y ."^

^Champlain, 0£ . c l t . ,  pp. 60-62.

2 I b id . ,  p . 410.

^Castenada, op. c l t . ,  p. 528.

*Luxan, op. c l t . , p . 75.

^C larke, ojd. c l t . ,  p . 42.

6 Ib id . .  p . 34*

'L e  Jeune, op. c l t . ,  I ,  251.

°Jou et, op. c i t . ,  p . 16; de Vaea, op. c l t . , p . 90f 
Smith, op. c l t . ,

S Lux an, op» c l t . , p. 75.
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Along the Massachusetts coast they a re :

• • • g rea t th ie v e s # they s t e a l  w ith  th e ir  hands and 
f e e t .  But i f  they had anyth ing to  exchange they
would use i t  and not a te a l

Le Jeune w r ite s  o f  the Hurons:

• » • gam blers, traders and above a l l  th ie v e s . They 
are very  s k i l f u l l  a t s te a lin g  and u su a lly  not fo r  
u t i l i t y  but Just to  show su perior in t e l l ig e n c e * *

C ru e lty  seems to be an accepted ra th er  than & proved t r a i t ^

(excep t in  w a r ). The women were more cru e l than the men,

more c le v e r  a t d e v is in g  to r tu re s .^  Both Biard^ and de Vaca®

c a l l  them re v e n g e fu l. Le Jeune w rite s  th a t th e ir  d e s ire  fo r

revenge is  so in tense that they

ea t the l i c e  upon them not because they l ik e  them 
but to  avenge themselves upon those that ea t them. 17

That they were l ia r s  and boasters is  a lao cla im ed .^

^Champlain, o£ . c i t . ,  p . 91.

Jeune, op. c i t . . I ,  95*
•R
Verrazsno, op. c l t . # p . 21f de Vaca, 0£ . c l t . ,  p . 170;

Jouvency, op. c l t » , I ,  T57
4

Champlain, oj). c i t , p . 117.

5 B iard , ££. c i t . ,  I l l ,  24 .

% e  Vaca, op. c i t . .  p . 122.

Jeune, ££. c i t . ,  I ,  64.
Q

Champlain, op. c i t . ,  p. 51$ de Vaca, op. c i t . 
pp. 90, 138; B iard , op. c i t . . I l l ,  38.
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"Savages would t e l l  a l o t  o f  nonsense," w r ite s  B lard .*1 Some 

o f  the decep tion  may have been In  s e lf-d e fe n s e ,  or fo r  c r a f t i ­

n ess . The Indians assured the Spaniards that the seven 

c i t i e s ,  and the go ld  th a t they sought were on ly  a l i t t l e  way 

o f f .  When the Indians saw that Hudson was d ep a rtin g , they 

broke th e ir  bows and arrows and burned them as they thought 

he fea red  them. Hudson thought i t  showed them to be good 

p eop le . A suspicious in te rp r e ta t io n  might prove the con tra ry .

I t  can be seen from  th is  survey that almost every  

t r a i t  mentioned as good f in d s  i t s  co n tra d ic tion  in  another 

r e p o r t .  The conclusion  is  that g en e ra lis a t io n s  about the 

Indian are as u n re lia b le  as about any n a tion . Y e t the w eight 

o f  the evidence was fo r  e x c e lle n ce  o f  ch a racter , a t le a s t  

upon f i r s t  con tact w ith  the w h ite man. On one p o in t , however, 

th ere  is  unanim ity. The Indian was in t e l l i g e n t *  Columbus 

w r ite s  o f the West Indians that they were very  in gen iou s , not 

s tu p id .^  Champlain notes th e ir  good Judgment and In t e l l i g e n t  

r e p l i e s T h e y  are o f  good In ven tion , quick understanding 

and ready c a p a c ity ."^  "They are acute in  mind . " 5 "Ingen ious

^B iard , op. c i t . ,  I l l ,  195.
2Columbus, o c i t . » p. 149.
•X

Chamoisin, lo c .  c i t . 

^H osier, cm. c i t . » p . 114.

^Verrazano, op. c i t . ,  p. 6.
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in  t o o ls — y e t  e x c e lle n t  o f  w i t . ”  ̂ Father B iard , whose e f fo r t s

were to  teach the Indian dep lores  h is  in a b i l i t y  to  grasp

a b s tra c t io n s , 2  but p ra ises  h is  e x c e lle n t  memory fo r  m a ter ia l
<*

th in gs , and h is  good judgment. Jouvency w rites?

None are stup id  or s lu gg ish  as shown in th e ir  fo r e ­
s ig h t  in  d e lib e ra t io n  and flu en cy  in  speaking* Th eir 
p ero ra tion  Is  so e x c e l le n t  that i t  o ften  e x c ite s  admira­
tion  o f  experienced  sp eakers .4

The same ch ro n ic le r  d escrib es  th e ir  re fu s a l to  b e l ie v e  in

punishment by e te rn a l f i r e ?

They sa id  there could be no f i r e  w ithout fu e l  and 
what fo r e s t  would su sta in  f i r e  fo r  so lon g . This 
absurd reason ing had so much in flu en ce  over the 
minds o f  the savages that they could not be per­
suaded o f  the tru th  o f  the g o sp e l.

At la s t ,  however, the p r ie s t  took some sulphur which the

Indians examined and adm itted was ea rth . Grains o f  th is  were

put upon l i v e  coa ls  where they burned w ith  bad odor* A fte r

s e v e ra l dem onstrations o f  th is  the Indians b e lie v ed  that h e l l
5

f i r e  could burn w ithout wood. That the southwestern Indiana 

could lea rn  by experience is  shown by th e ir  d is t ru s t  o f  the 

Spaniards a f t e r  the la t t e r  broke th e ir  word to the Tiguaa In 

1540* Their in t e l l ig e n c e  Is  fu rth er  shown in  th e ir  reason ing

“̂ H arlot, op. e f t * ,  p* 25*

2 Sl& rd, 0 £. p i t . .  I l l ,  195.

5 I b id . .  I l l ,  73.

^Jouvency, og . c l t . . I ,  13.

5ib ia .» i ,  17-ie.
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that as Pray Santa ?!aria had been k i l l e d ,  so the Spaniards 

were not im m ortal, and a l l  could be k i l l e d .  Le Jeune w r ite s : 

"They are a t  no d isadvantage w ith  th e  French ," and goes on to 

c i t e  an example that they d isgu ised  th e ir  language by adding 

a s y l la b le  to  each word in  order to  confuse the minds o f  those 

whom they d id  not wish to understand th e ir  speech .^ Jouvency 

emphasizes th e ir  d e s ir e  fo r  harmony th a t  makes them assent to  

whatever they are taugh t, but. to  c l in g  to  th e ir  own b e l ie fs * ^

Other examples o f  th e ir  In t e l l ig e n c e  are shown In

th e ir  form o f government and some s o c ia l  customs which w i l l

be discussed in  th e ir  p la ce* A summary o f  th e ir  ch aracter

and th e ir  ph ilosophy would seem to e s ta b lis h  a n a tiv e

in t e l l ig e n c e :  "They b e l ie v e  that happiness con s is ts  in  calm
4

composure o f  mind*

As manners and c h a ra c te r is t ic s  a re  c lo s e ly  a l l i e d ,  i t  

i s  o f  in te r e s t  a t  th is  po in t to d is co v e r  what the e a r ly  ch ron i­

c le r s  noted* Indians never walk w h ile  they are convers ing , 

fo r  i t  is  considered d is g ra c e fu l and arrogan t to do so*^ A l l

V, a 11 egos, op* c l t * , p * 3 8 «

^Le Jeune, op. c l t * , I ,  233

^Jouvency, 22* c l t * , I ,  13.

^Loc» c l t *

5 I b id . ,  I . 16.
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ta lk in g  and barga in in g  is  dona w h ile  s i t t i n g , *  u su a lly  "under

tobacco f u m e s . P i n e  smoking was a most im portant ceremony*®

and the r ip e  was oassed from one member o f  the group to  another.^

'’’hey used tobacco l ik e  in cense.^

Df I b e r v i l l e  notes a number o f  tim es th a t the Indians

in  Lou isiana came to  g r e e t  the F'rench, dancing and s in g in g :

S ing ing  a song o f  peace, extending th e ir  hands towards 
the sun and rubbing th e ir  stomachs as a s ign  o f  admira­
t io n  and Joy.

A ft e r  Jo in in g  us they p laced th e ir  hands upon th e ir  
b reasts  and extended th e ir  arms o v e r  our heads as a 
mark o f  fr ien d sh ip .®

Percy w r ite s  th a t the k in g , surrounded by men, approached 

p la y in g  on a f lu t e  mad© o f  re e d .^  To show astonishment they 

p laced  the hand f l a t  across the mouth.® Th eir manner o f  

speaking is  ve ry  d e l ib e r a t e ,  In  co u n c il as w e l l  as o u t. They 

stop  suddenly, r e f l e c t  a w h ile , and then speak a ga in.® To

*R ib a u lt , op. c l t . , I I , 117.

2 E iard , og . c i/ t., I l l , 117.

®Df I b e r v i l l e ,  o£. c l t . , p . 73
4

B iard , lo c .  c l t .

^D’ I b e r v i l l e ,  op. c l t . , p. 82

6 I b id . ,  pp. 47, 62, 73, 93.

^ Percy , op. c l t . ,  p . lx v .

8Jouveney, o£. c l t . , I , 18.

^Champlain, op. c l t . ,  p . 1 1 0 .





express thanks they " c r ie d  th ree tim es, rhow, how, h ow ,*

and e le va ted  th e ir  hands, a p ra c t ic e  not observed when making

presen ts to  each o t h e r . S m i t h ,  in  d esc r ib in g  the Sasque-

sehanough, w r ite s  th a t t h e ir  g re a t  vo ices  are in  p roportion

to  th e ir  b u ild , fo r  they "sound from them as i t  were a g rea t
2

v o ic e  in  a v a u lt , or cave , as an Ecchc.”

At ta b le  the host s i t s  apart and n e ith e r  eats nor 

drinks w ith  the gu es ts . There i s  nc con versation  w h ile  they 

©at.*^ L f A llem ant w r ite s  th a t they were ve ry  d i r t y  about th e ir  

e a t in g .-  S p e c i f ic a l ly ,  they use the shaggy back o f  a dog to 

wipe th e ir  hands upon,^ and grease from fa t t y  foods they wipe 

upon th e ir  h a ir .  That these h a b its  were not shared by the 

Pi cos seems ev id en t from Luzon* s comment th a t they are "c lean  

and t id y  and do not sm ell as the other n a t io n s .” '

One observa tion  upon the manners o f  an Indian woman 

is  made in  the statem ent th a t the Indian sa t q u ie t ly  by w h ile  

the s a i lo r s  made her husband drunk, "as any European woman 

would

^Smith, op. c 11♦ , I ,  54.

I b e r v i l l e ,  op. c 31. ,  pp. 84-85.

^Champlain, o p . c 1t . «  p. 110.

’ A llem ant, od» c l t . ,  I ,  56.

°Jouvency, ojj* c l t . , I ,  16.

6 I b id . ,  I ,  15.

^Luxan, op. c l t . , p . 73.

^Jouet, ££• c l t . , p.  8 .
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Each c h ie f  had h is  own mark. P la te  XXIII In  the 

Book o f V ir g in ia  shows a number o f  the marks o f  V ir g in ia  

c h ie fs .  Champlain co n tr ib u tes  the d e t a i l  that fr ie n d ly  

c h ie fs  exchange marks and lea ve  s igns o f  passage by th e ir  

u se j they n o t i fy  each o th er when they change the marks as 

they do from time to tim e .^

I t  is  d i f f i c u l t  to  draw a sharp l in e  between manners 

and customs as the l a t t e r  a re  sim ply an expression  o f  the 

former| th e re fo re  manners w i l l  be d iscu ssed  In r e la t io n  to 

r e le v a n t  customs.

•^Champlain, £r>. c l  t . ,  pp. 82-84.





PART I I I

CUSTOMS

The type o f  h a b ita t io n  o f  the North American Indian 

was determ ined by the lo c a l  b u ild in g  m a te r ia l and the cus­

toms o f  the t r ib e *  "The nomads wander in w in te r  in the woods, 

In  summer by r iv e r s  where they f is h ;  others l i v e  In  v i l l a g e s . " 1 

The m igra tory  t r ib e s  are g e n e ra lly  rep o rted  to  have used mats 

fo r  w a lls  or ro o fs  and to  have ca rr ied  these from p lace to 

p la c e . 2  Palm le a v e s , 3 bark , 4 re ed s , 5  husks, 6 sk in s , 7  moss 

or branches8 over a framework o f  s p l i t  lo gs  or sa p lin gs , 

arranged in  a c i r c le  w ith  a cen ter h o le  fo r  the smoke to 

escape, made the usual s h e l t e r .  B iard w r ite s  o f  houses b u i l t

•^Jouvency, ££. c l t * , I ,  7.

 ̂Smith, op. c l t . ,  I ,  67; Verrazano, op. c i t . ,  p. 19; 
de Vaea, ££. cl TV, pp. 91, 143; Biard, op. c T t .T T l I ,  77; 
Champlain, ££. c l t . ,  p. 413.

3
D’ Ib e r v i l le ,  od. c l t . , p. 47; Castafteda, op. c l t . » p.515.

4Biard, lo c . c l t . : Champlain, oj>* c l t . , p. 76; Smith, 
lo c . c l t . ; Jouvency, l o c . c l t . ; Jouet, op. c l t . , p. 18*

5Ribault, op. c l t . , I I ,  180; Champlain, op* c l t * ,  p* 88; 
Biard, lo c . c l t .

6Champlain, 0£. c i t * , p. 413.
17

Biard, lo c . c l t * ; Jouvency, lo c . c l t .

8Jouvency, l o c . c l t .



#1



40
broad and long fo r  a i r ,  which are  unusual.^- Ton tl notes mud 

cabins w ith  cane mat r o o f*^  Every Spanish c h ro n ic le r  rep o rts  

th a t the con stru ction  in the southwest was o f  adobe, rock , 

and tim bers* Permanent v i l la g e s  are rep o rted  in  Canada and 

a long the coast o f  M assachusetts,^ and " la r g e  cabins sur­

rounded by pa lisades o f  ra th e r  la rg e  trees  p laced s id e  by 

s id e  o f  each o th e r , in which to take re fu ge  from enem ies*” '*

In  V ir g in ia  there were "sm a ll towns, 10, 12 or 20 houses, 

the g re a te s t  30* " 1 * * 4 5 Sm ith’ s enumeration Is  somewhat la rg e r  as 

he sees v i l la g e s  o f  from ” 2 - 1 0 0  houses toge th er or but a 

l i t t l e  separated by groves o f  t r e e s . " 6 There were a ls o  v i l ­

la ges  in  F lo r id a ,1 and in  the southwest*®

"There are no ta b le s  or ch airs upon which to  s i t , "  

w r ite s  Jouvency,^ and th a t is  the usual r e p o r t ,  fo r  mats were

1 Biard , on. c i t . ,  I l l ,  77*

^T on ti, ££ . c i t *, I ,  20.

6 Champlain, on. e i t * * pp. 87, 175.

4 I b id . ,  p . 76.

^H arlo t, op* c i t * , p . 25.

6Smith, ££ . c i j t . , I ,  67*

^De Vaca, op* c l t *, p* 45*

6 Xbld* , p . 150; G a lle g o s , op. c i t . ,  p. 25? Luxan, op. 
c i t * ,  p*~7S7

^Jouvency, op . c i t * , I *  15*





g e n e ra lly  used. Purs and skins were used fo r  beds.-*- An

excep tion  In fu rn ish in g  Is  noted by R Ib a u lt ;

One house had seats around the w a ll o f  reeds which 
served  fo r  beas and benches. They were two f e e t  
from the ground on n i l ia r s  pa in ted  red, y e llo w  and 
b lu e , and p o llsh e d *2

Both Champlain3 and D’ I b e r v i l l e 4 d esc r ib e  beds ra is ed  from 

the f l o o r  and covered w ith  m ats. The Canadian Indians 

covered  the f lo o r  o f  the hut w ith  f i r ,  to  keep out dampness, 

and used th e ir  luggage as p illo w s *^

The p ic tu re  drawn o f  the Indian house and v i l l a g e  is  

ex trem ely  sim ple* The s t a r t l in g  excep tion  Is  found in  the 

d e s c r ip tio n s  o f the pueblos o f the southwest, Luxan describes 

the pueblos w ith  houses o f  mud, b u i l t  by hand, w a lls  l ik e  

sm all adobes h a l f  a yard wide? there are upper and low er 

f lo o r s  and they have bed rooms. They climb to the upper 

f lo o r s  by means o f  "moveable hand ladders and the lower* part 

o f  the pueblo can be dominated from above” j they have la rg e  

c e l la r s ,  and In the low er pa rt th ey  have the g ra n a r ie s , pan~ 

t r i e s ,  and k itchens*~  G a llegos  adds to  the p ic tu re  that the

-*-Jouet, op, c i t , , p, 18| B iard , l o c , c l t ,% Champlain, 
op , c i t . ,  p. 41^; Jouvency, l o c * c i t *

2R lb a u lt, 0£, c i t . ,  I I ,  180*

^Champlain, l o c * c i t *

^D’ I b e r v i l l e ,  op . c i t *t p . 50.

3 Biard, od. c i t * . I l l ,  77.

^Luxan, op, c i t * . p. 78.
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houses were square, w e ll planned, whitewashed in  the In te r io r  

and decorated  w ith  m urals** The r e p o r t  o f  these r ic h  v i l la g e s  

was w idespread. L esca rbo t, w r it in g  in  1613 on the m issions In 

New France, says;

The fa r th e r  we p en etra te  in to  the country the more we 
f in d  I t  In h ab ited ; so much so that ( i f  we can b e lie v e  
the Spaniards) in  a country c a l le d  New M exico, a lon g  
d is tan ce  to the southwest o f  the Ir o q u o is , there are 
r e g u la r ly  b u ilt  c i t i e s  and houses o f  th ree  or fou r 
a to r ie s ,  and even dom esticated c a t t l e ,  where they have 
named a ce r ta in  r i v e r  R io  de la s  Vaccas or Cow R iv e r ,  
because they saw a la rg e  number o f  them g ra z in g  on i t s  
banks• And th is  country is  more than 500 leagues 
d i r e c t ly  to  the north  o f  Old M exico, being n ea r, I  
b e l ie v e ,  the end o f  the g rea t lake  o f  the r i v e r  o f  
Canada which (a cco rd in g  to  the Savages) i s  a t h ir t y  
d a y f s journey in le n g th .*

The few re fe ren c es  to  a g r ic u ltu re  in  the east a re  found 

in  connection w ith  the permanent v i l l a g e s .  Champlain is  

impressed by c u lt iv a t io n  o f the s o i l ,  " something we have not 

h ith e r to  ob served ," a long the coast o f  Maine. The ground is  

broken by "an instrument o f  ve ry  hard wood, shaped l ik e  a 

spade." The crop con s is ts  o f  Indian co rn , beans, squash, 

pumpkins, tobacco, w h ite nuts and g ra p es .3 The Canadian 

group f e l l e d  and burned the tre es  so the s o i l  was e a s i ly  

turned up and "th e  maize p lan ted  g ra in  by g ra in  aa i t  is  in

*G a lle go s , op . c l t . , p . 25.

^Lescarbot, "R e la t io n  Rerum Sestarum in  Nova Francica 
M issioniom  Anni 1613-1614," Jesu it R e la t io n s , I I ,  87*

^Champlain, op. c i t . , p . 75* More f r u i t s  and ro o ts  
"unknown to  the French" are noted by R ib a u lt  In  F lo r id a  
(o £ . c l t . ,  I I ,  174 ).





F lo r id a . " 1 B u ffa lo  bones a re  used to break up the ground In 

Lou is iana .^

Dogs were the on ly  tame animals which the Indians had. 

^hey served va r io u s ly  as p e ts , fo o d , 3  and beasts o f  burden . 4 

Smith w r ite s  that the dogs were unable to  bark , 5  and Purchas 

rep o r ts  that they “walked by troups, and endangered the c a t t le  

no le s s  than w o lves . " 5

The North American Indians had never seen horses u n t i l  

they were brought in to  the southwest by the Spaniards. These 

stran ge creatu res In sp ired  a g rea t fe a r  in the n a t iv e s , a 

fe a r  which was e x p lo ite d  by the Spaniards*^

With the s in g le  excep tion  o f  the pueblo In d ian s , women 

were “ the beasts o f  burden, the s la ves  and the la b o r e r s . " 8

43

^Champlain, op. c l t . . p. 174.

2 D » Ib e r v i l l e ,  op. c l t . . p . 174.

3ttThey k i l l e d  a f a t  dog fo r  fo o d , "  Jouet, 0£. c l t . »  
p . 18. "Dog is  d e lic io u s  to  Hurons and shameful t o  Montagnes," 
Le «*eune, ©£. c l t . .  I ,  235. A lso , Champlain, op . c l t . ,  p . 51.

4a a lle g o s  describ es dogs w ith  pack sadd les , and h a lt e r s ,
t i e r  toge th er l ik e  a pack tra in  t ra v e lin g  three o r  fou r 
leagues a day. C>d . c l t . , p . 32.

5 Smith, op. c l t . ,  I ,  60.

^Samuel Purchas, Purchas h is  P ilg r im a g e , p. lx x .

7 V llla g ra >  op. c l t . ,  167; Castaneda, op. c i t . ,  pp. 488, 
546; de Vaca, 0 £. c l t p.  122.

8 Jouvency, op. c l t . ,  I ,  17.
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Prom Canada to  F lo r id a , from the sea coas t to  the p la in s  

women d id  the work. " I  saw bread made by th e ir  women," Percy 

w r it e s ,  "which doe a l l  the d r u g e r ie . " *  The occupations o f  the 

men in  V ir g in ia  were

* . • f is h in g ,  hu n ting, wars and such manlike exer­
c is e s ,  scorn ing to be seen© in  any woman l ik e  
e x e r c is e ; which is  the cause that the women be 
v e r ie  p a in fu l and the men o fte n  id le  • « . . The 
women make mats, baskets , p o ts , m orters , pound corn , 
make bread, prepare v ic tu a ls ,  p lan t and gather corn , 
bear a l l  kinds o f  burdens and the l i k e . 2

Biard agrees w ith  the l i s t  o f  d u t ie s , adding s e v e r a l !  ch ild

bearing and r e a r in g , hewing wood and drawing w a ter , r e p a ir in g

household u te n s i ls ,  sewing garments, ca tch  f is h  and s h e l l f is h ,

o ften  hunting, making canoes out o f  bark, s e t t in g  up ten ts*

He concludes that w ith  so much to  do more than one w ife  is

alm ost a n e c e s s ity . 3 Champlain’ s d e s c r ip t io n  o f  th e work o f

the Canadian women corresponds e x a c t ly  on a l l  p o in ts  w ith

that o f  the m is s io n a r ie s . Jouvency adds the p o in t that the

hard labor o f  the women accounts fo r  the fa c t  th a t most o f

the ch ild ren  were not w e l l  d eve lop ed , th a t on ly  about one in

t h i r t y  su rv iv e s .^  De Vaca adds h is  word to  the p o s it io n  of

women, w r it in g  th at they ca rry  the burdens, do a l l  the hard

^Percy, op. c i t . , p . lx x .

** Smith, op. e l t . , I ,  67.

3Biard, • c i t . , I I I ,  pp. 25**2ti»

^Champlain, or>. c i t . ,  p. 7.
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work w ith  on ly  s ix  hours o f  r e s t  fo r  they must s t i r  the f i r e  

by n igh t to  dry r o o ts ,  and be up at d a y lig h t to  d ig  r o o ts , 

ca rry  wood and w a te r . 1 The Spanish c h ro n ic le rs , however, 

note that men d id  a l l  the hard work, and bore the burdens, 

w h ile  the women prepared the food  and made the p o t t e r y .2  

The houses belonged to  the women^ and d iv o rc e  was easy*"’

The arranging o f m arriages was s im ila r  In  gen era l out­

l in e s  among most o f  the t r ib e s .  The paren ts, u s u a lly  a f t e r  

con su lta tion  w ith  r e la t i v e s ,  agree to  a m arriage w ith  a s u ito r , 

who o f fe r s  g i f t s  to  the fa th e r  ” in  p roportion  to  the rank o f  

the fa th e r  and the beauty o f  the g i r l . " s In h eritan ce  was 

through the fem ale l in e  in  t r ib e s  where c h a s t ity  was n ot 

h ig h ly  p r iz e d , 6 Champlain w r i t e s ; e a r l ie r  he had sta ted  that 

c h a s t ity  was u su a lly  fo llo w e d  a f t e r  m arriage although n ot 

b e fo r e . 7

A tt itu d e  towards women is  shown In  R o s ie r ^  explana­

t io n  that women were not among the crowds o f n a tiv es  who came 

to  the ships because the men were "v e ry  jea lou s  (as a l l

^De Vaca, op. c l t . ,  p« 90*

G a l le g o s ,  o|>. c i t . , pp. 27-28.

^Castenada, op. c l t . ,  p . 521.

^De Vaca, op . c l t . , p . 118.

^B iard , op. c l t . ,  I l l ,  40.

^Champlain, op. c i t . ,  p. 317.

7 I b id . ,  p. 1 2 0 .
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S a lva g es ) • " *  D’ I b e r v i l l e  w r ite s  that s e ve ra l women were 

among the group, "which is  the g r e a te s t  mark o f  fr ien d sh ip
o

th a t can be shown." But de Vaca s ta te s  that women trade 

everywhere, even in  war. 5

Although women had no en v ia b le  p o s it io n , we f in d  th a t 

ch ild ren  were w e ll  t re a te d .^  Jouvency w rites  th at the c h i l ­

dren were he ld  in  h igh  a f f e c t io n  and g iven  no d is c ip l in e  what­

soever w ith  the r e s u lt  th a t the boys were savages who became 

w icked as they grew up. 5 Smith remarks th a t the ch ild ren  are 

loved  d e a r ly  but they  are p ro p e r ly  hardened to  the weather 

so th a t they can w ithstand i t s  r ig o r s *5  Ch ildren  were named 

accord ing to  the humor o f  the parents in  V ir g in ia ,?  o ften  

g iven  se ve ra l names. Upon the death o f  a c h ie f  o r  w a rr io r  

h is  name is  g iven  to  a young man who must s ta r t  a t  once to  

b a t t le  to  prove h im se lf the f i t  h e ir*®  In the same t r ib e  we

^-Rosier, op. <3jLt., p . 114.

®Df I b e r v i l l e , op* c i t * j p*

5De Vaca, op* c l t * ,  p * 146

4 lb ld . ,  p . 66 •

®Jouvency, o£ • c l t • , I ,  13

6Smith, op . c l t * * I ,  67. 

?Loc. c i t .

®Jouvency, op* c ifc ., I ,  1 0 *
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f in d  that the ch ild ren  dep rived  o f  th e ir  parents are put to 

death#"** On the other hand, among the t r ib e s  o f  F lo r id a  i f  a 

c h i ld  d ies  the whole se ttlem en t bew ails and laments fo r  a f u l l  

y e a r ; the parents weep a t  su n rise  end a t noon; a t  the end o f  

the year the ann iversary is  c e leb ra ted  and the paren ts cleanse 

th e ir  bodies o f  d i r t  and. p a in t.^

A p ic tu re  o f  home and community l i f e  would be incom­

p le te  w ithout knowledge o f  the kinds o f  food ea ten , and o f  

th e ir  methods o f p rep a ra t io n . ’The crops ra is ed  by the Indians 

have a lread y  been in d ica ted  and p a r t ic u la r  emphasis must be 

la id  upon the p r in c ip a l one, maize or Indian corn .

Some tr ib e s  a te  a l l  foods raw, or p r a c t ic a l ly  s o ; 3 

some cooked a l l  fo o d s . 4 F ir e  was s ta rted  (1 ) ” by ch a fin g  a 

d ry  po in ted  s t ic k  in  a h o le  o f  a l i t t l e  square p ie c e  o f  wood” i5 

( 2 ) by f,a m ineral s ton e ” which was ca rr ie d  in  a purse o f 

le a th e r  and rubbed fo r  a spark which ig n ite d  the w o o d . e  Cook­

ing u te n s ils  fo r  b o i l in g  w ere : baskets^ and gourds® f i l l e d

^Jouvency, ag. c l t . » I ,  8 .

%>e Vaca, op. c l t . , p# 6 6 .

^Montoya, "R e la t io n  o f  the D iscovery  o f  New Mexico,
Hew Mexico in 1602, p. 57.

^R osier, oj>. c l t . , o . 115.

®Smith, op . c i t . , I ,  6 8 .

®Brereton, op . c l t #, p . 1 0 1 .

^ "B e fo re  p o ts , k e tt le s * , e t c .  were brought from France,” 
Jouvency, op . c l t . ,  I ,  16.

®De Vaca, op. c l t . , p . 154.
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w ith  water in to  which hot stone? were dropped* then removed 

w ith  wooden tongs when the w ater was b o i l in g ;  earthenware 

p o ts ;^  earthenware Jars g la sed  w ith  antimony.^ R oasting  and 

b r o i l in g  were done d i r e c t l y  over the c o a ls ,^  upon "hurd les 

over the f i r e "  or upon a s u i t .  F lour or meal was ground 

between two stones,®  between two p ieces o f  wood, 7 or p laced
Q

on the ground and pounded w ith  wood. 'The stone mortars and 

the g r in d in g  as d esc rib ed  in  the pueblos are o f  in t e r e s t *

"There was a separate house to  prepare food and to  grind  meal, 

which was ve ry  c lea n . W ith in  there was a trough w ith  th ree  

stones f ix e d  in  s t i f f  c la y .  Three women would e n te r , each 

w ith  a g r in d in g  stone ; one breaks the corn, the next grinds 

i t ,  the th ird  woman again  grinds i t .  Upon en te r in g  the room, 

the women must remove th e ir  shoes, do up th e ir  h a ir ,  and cover 

th e ir  c lo th e s . A t the door a man s i t s  p lay in g  a f i f e  w h ile

-Champlain, op. c lt . a p* 92; Jouet, ££* c it . , p. 5* 

^Castaneda, jop. c it * , p. 522.

“̂ Smith, oo. c it . ,  I ,  62* Champlain, op. c it . ,  p. 308; 
D1Iberv ille , opT^cltTT p. 69. ‘ -----

-Smith, op, c lt », I ,  63.

5Loc. c it .

^Champlain, op. c it . , p. 181.

7Ib id ., p. 92.

^Oe Vaca, op. c it . ,  p. 126
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they g r in d , and they move to  the music, and s in g **

i^any d i f f e r e n t  k inds o f  meal are rep o r te d ; meacjuite,^ 

bean , 3 pine nut, w ith  and w ithout s h e l ls , 4 straw and f o x t a i l , 5 

bones o f  animals or f i s h , e and most important o f  a l l ,  corn 

from  ea r, g ra in ,*  or " c o r e / 0 These meal3 were u se4 in  

variou s ways. A kind o f p o rr id ge  was made w ith  b o i l in g  water 

to  which f i s h  (bones, e n t r a i ls ,  and s c a le s ),9 meat, f a t , 10  

bean s,**  b e r r ie s *^  were added. They were used as bread*3  or 

made in to  a th ick  mush, then b o ile d  or roasted  in  corn husks»*4

*Oastanede, o£. c i t * , p* 522*

®De Vacs, l c c * c l t . ; Ce. stall ©da, op* c i t * , p. 516.

3 Champlain, o£. c i t . , p* 215*

Vaca, op . c i t . ,  p* 140; Castaneda, 0£. c i t . ,  p* 517*

5De Vaca, ojd. c i t . ,  pp* 155, 160.

6 Ib id ,  p. 91.

7 Df I b e r v i l l e ,  op* c i t * , p* 7 3 .

‘“'Smith, op* c i t * .  I ,  93.

9Jouvency, op* c i t . ,  I ,  15;

* ^Loc. c i t .

**Chemplaln, op * c i t . , p. 305*

* 2 Loc. c i t .

1 3Df I b e r v i l l e ,  0£ . c i t . ,  pp* 73, 83; G a lle g o s , 0 £. c i t . ,  
P» 26; Smith, op. c i t * , Champlain, l o c * c i t . ; Castaneda,
op. c i t * , p. 517.

i 4 0hamplain, l o c . c i t * ; Smith, op* c i t . ,  I ,  62; G a lle go s ,
op* c i t . ,  p. 26. “  '
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The Indiana a te  whatever f is h ,  meat, or fo w l was in 

that p a r t ic u la r  l o c a l i t y  a t that season* The on ly  re fe ren ces  

to  r a is in g  turkeys fo r  food  is  by G a lle go s , who says th a t 

f lo c k s  are commonly k ep t in  the pu eb los,'1' and by Champlain, 

who notes that o fte n  bears are fa tten ed  fo r  fo od # " Da Vaca 

llofc3 sp id e rs , any egga, worms, l iz a r d s ,  salamanders, s e r ­

pen ts, and v ip e rs  among the d ie t  o f  the Iguaces*^

The common veg e ta b les  were corn , beans, ca labashes, 

squash, m elons, pumpkins, cucumbers, ro o ts  (many unknown to 

the Europeans), mushrooms, and w a tercress* Most o f  the vege­

ta b les  were b o ile d ,  a lthough  pumpkins and squash were a lso  

naked in  the coa ls* Corn was not always ground f in e ,  but 

o fte n  the whole g ra in s  w ere cooked,*^ or i t  was roa s ted  on 

the ear*^ The most curious treatm ent o f  corn i s  described  

by Champlain* The ear o f  corn was put in  water under mud 

fo r  from two to th ree  months, u n t i l  i t  had decayed, then 

taken out and b o iled  or roa s ted  and eaten w ith  meat or f is h *  

*Ehe women and ch ild ren  suck the d ir ty  ears o f  corn l ik e  su gar«n^

^Champlain, l o c * c i t *

^ Ib id •, p. 309* The care which they g iv e  these an i­
mals makes Champlain f e e l  th a t they would take good care o f  
c a t t le *

Ds Vaca, op* e l t * , p* 91.

^Chamolain, l o c * c i t *
c
Sm itil, l o c * c l t »

°Champlain, op* c i t * , p* 308*
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In the enumeration c f  the n a t iv e  f r u i t s  o f  the country 

r e  fin d  e s p e c ia l ly  noted c it ru s  ( in  F lo r id a ) ,  tunas (p r ic k ly  

p e a rs ), ch e rr ie s , g races , b la c k b e r r ie s , ra s p b e r r ie s , and mul­

b e rr ie s *  "bo nuts most mentioned are w alnuts, h aze ln u ts , 

acorns, and pinons.

The methods o f  food p repa ra tion  so fa r  described  have 

been, w ith  the excep tion  o f  g r in d in g  o f  m eal, fo r  food that 

is  to be consumed a t  once* However, the Indians used o th er 

methods o f p reserv in g  foods* A l l  meats were d r ie d  as they 

kep t w e ll*  Melons, corn and tunas w ere a lso  d r ie d .**• Hie 

tunas were a ls o  p reserved  in  sap . 2 Honey was used fo r  ffweeten 

in g* S a lt  was g e n e ra lly  used although some o f  the food  was 

cooked w ithou t s a lt  in Canada*^ Corlendor seeds,^  pennyroyal, 

and marjoram were used as condiments* A l l  meat fa t s  wore 

used, and in  Canada sea l o i l  Is  noted . 6 These meat fa t s  were 

not on ly  used fo r  seasoning and cooking but sometimes eaten 

in  chunks l ik e  bread . 6 R os ier w r ite s  that the Europeans 

showed the Indian ca p tive s  how to make bxitter and cheese from

%© Vaca, ot>. j c l t . ,  p,, 90.

^Castaheda, op . c l t * , p. 509.
3
Champlain, l o c . c l t .

^Castabeda, £p. c l t . , p. 517.

6 Jouvency, op* c l t . ,  I ,  15f B ia rd , op. c l t . ,  I l l ,  79.

^Montoya, o p* c l t . ,  p . 57*
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the m il1: o f  ?*r&In~deore and fa l lc - d e e r e  which s re  as tame as 
a c re , " 1 but. th ere  Is  no r e fe r e n c e  to  th a t knowledge being 

w idespread*

The on ly  l iq u id s  which the Indians drank were meat 
o

bro th , c le a r  w a ter , and in  the southwest, "wine from the 

g rea t t h is t le * * ^

Hunting was e n e c e s s ity  fo r  ob ta in in g  game fo r  food  

and was both an in d iv id u a l and a community a c t i v i t y .  Smith 

describes a t r ib a l  hunt In V ir g in ia  In which two t o  th ree  hun­

dred Indians o a r t lc lp a te d ; the deer were surrounded by f i r e s  

and th© Indians stood between each f i r e  so that a l l  means o f  

escape was cut o f f  by land* and the anlirals were e a s i ly  

k i l l e d *  They were a lso  d r iv en  In to  the water and caught#*

The Zunl hunt, in  which ever e igh t hundred took p a rt, d id  

not d r iv e  the animals by f i r e ,  but sim ply cut o f f  a l l  r e t r e a t  

as the Indiana c lo sed  In upon the deer in  a g r e a t  c ir c le *®

F ir e  was used to  burn o f f  the pasture and d r iv e  the game to  

new f i e ld s  where the Indians awaited them*® Most hunting was

^R os ier, op* c i t * ,  p. 148.

^Champlain, ££. c l  t * , p* 181.

^Cast&fieda, op* c 11 * , p. 516*

* 8a lth ,  op* c i t . ,  I ,  70#

^ V ll la g ra ,  op. c l t * »  p* 168. 

l o c * c l t *
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done by in d iv id u a ls  or in  sm all p a r t ie s .  One ingen ious 

method was used by a lone sa va ge : he would put on the akin

o f  a d e e r , pu ttin g  h is  hand through the neok and in to  the 

head, which had been s tu ffe d  and the tthorns, eyes, ea rs , and 

every  part a r t fu l l y  c o u n te r fe ite d ; shrouding h is  body by h is  

akin he s ta lk s  the Deere and i f  a deere looks there Is  

another deere gazing and l ic k in g  h im se lf*  The Indian takes 

h is  chance and sh o o ts .” * T r ia n gu la r traps were a lso  b u i l t ,  

in to  which the deer were d r iv en  by Indians im ita t in g  the 

howls o f  w o lv e s .2 In Canada, Indians (on snow shoes) pur­

sued moose through the deep snow from which th e ir  d e l ic a te  

le g s  were “w ith  d i f f i c u l t y  e x t r ic a te d ” so th a t they were 

e a s i ly  caught.^ No part o f  deer or moose was wasted* The 

f le s h  was used fo r  meat; the sk in  fo r  c lo th e s , the hoo fs  and 

horns were used fo r  a s tron g  g lu e , 4 and, among the Canadians, 

the l e f t  hind h oo f o f  a moose was considered to have g re a t  

m ed ica l p ro p e r t ie s *5 As we have seen a lrea d y , the bones were 

o fte n  ground fo r  meal.

*Jouvency, op* c l t * , I ,  4* 
o
*Cham p la in , on. c l t * ,  p. 270*

5Jouvency, l o c . c l t .

4Smith, op . c l t . ,  I ,  6 8 *

5 Jouvency, l o c * c l t *
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Three measures fo r  w ea lth  are g iv e n . I t  was sometimes 

estim ated  by pots and k e t t l e s .  The n a tives  in  Canada had a 

h igh  op in ion  o f  the K ing o f  France, fo r  he i*as sa id  to  pos­

sess many k e t t l e s . *  Other Indians made th e ir  a p p ra isa ls  by 

wampum b e lts  and s t r in g s  "which they use in  d ea lin g  w ith  one 

another as we do g o ld  ch a in s * "2  S t i l l  others used tobacco, 

"which passes there as cu rren t S i lv e r . "®

The Indians had a r ts  and c r a f t s .  We have a lready  

po in ted  out that they used c o lo r  in  d ecora tion  and design  in  

the survey o f body p a in t in g , c lo th in g , and m urals. Spinning 

and weaving was shown in  the types o f  m ateria ls  made in to  

c lo th  fo r  d re ss . D ecorations o f  porcupine q u i l ls  and fe a th e r -  

work were noted . Purchas quotes O v ied o ^  statement that the 

Indians were s k i l le d  a t  fe a th e r  p ic tu res  or p o r t r a itu r e *4 

R epresen ta tions o f b ir d s ,  b eas ts , and men were made In  both 

wood and stone® and sim ple wood work is  shown in  th e ir  wooden 

bowls and spoons. 6 Cups and baskets were fash ioned from bark . 7 

That they worked In  m etal i s  shown by th e ir  Jewelry and th e ir

* Jouvency, l o c . c l t .

2 Champlain, op. c l t . , p. 143; C a r t ie r ,  op. c l t . ,  p. 60.

®Smith, op. c i t . , I ,  599.

^Purchas, op. c l t * , p . 615.

® Ib id . ,  p . 629.

^Champlain, cj>. c l t . s p. 181.

^ R o s ie r , 0£ . c l t . , p . 125.
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m etal cups and p la t e s , 1 They wove nets f o r  f is h in g  and l in e s
o

fo r  a n g lin g . Their arrows were o f g rea t s k i l l  and beauty,

being wrought w ith  heads o f  ,femery, ja sp e r , hard marble and

other sharp s t o n e s . P r o b a b l y  the most h ig h ly  developed

c r a f t  among the t r ib e s  l i v in g  on or near water was th a t o f

b u ild in g  canoes. Three d i f f e r e n t  types are noted . Eiard

d esc r ib es  the b irch -bark  canoes as fo l lo w s ;

L i t t l e  s k i f f s  o f  b irch -b a rk , narrow and c lo sed  a t  
both ends, l ik e  the c r e s t  o f  a m orion. The body is  a 
la rg e  h o llow  c ra d le , e ig h t  to  ten f e e t  so capacious 
that one holds f i v e  or s ix  persons w ith  dogs, sacks, 
sk in s , k e t t le s  and o th er baggage. They may land 
anywhere as on ly  the h e a v ie s t  draw one h a l f  fo o t  o f  
w ater, and they a re  so l i g h t  th a t they a re  e a s i ly  
c a r r ie d . 4

There were a ls o  canoes o f  s o l id  wood cut from a la rg e  t r e e .

The se le c te d  tre e  was f e l l e d  w ith  a stone h a tch e t, the bark 

removed and the tre e  rounded o f f  except on one s id e . P ir e  

was a p p lied  to  the e n t ir e  len gth  and the burned wood was 

scraped out w ith  s ton es .^  The th ird  type was o f  cane, bound 

w ith  wood.^ According to  Columbus, the canoe was an in c re d ib ly

^Brereton, ££. c l t . a p. 9.

^Smith, joo. c l t . ,  I ,  69.

^Verrazano, op . c l t . . p* 18.

4Piard, og. c i t . , I I I ,  85. Pring, op. c l t . , p. 58, 
the birch-bark canoes are f?a3 3weet as frankinsence.” Hosier, 
op. c l t . , p. 114.

^Champlain, op. c l t . , p. 81 % DfI b e r v i l l e ,  op. c l t . ,  
pu 60| Verrazano, lo c . cTT.

^D’ Ib e rv i l l e ,  l o c . c l t .
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f a s t  means o f  t ra n s p o r ta t io n .*

Tools were p r im it iv e  but e f f e c t i v e .  There were stone 

h a tch e ts . There were k n ives  o f  s p lin te rs  o f  reed  w ith  which 

nto  cut fe a th e rs , j o in t  a Deer, shape shoes . 1,2 S h e lls  were 

used to  dress h ide and bark .^  There was the tooth  o f  a 

beaver to  notch a r r o w s T h e r e  was even a l i t t l e  bone "which 

they always wore" to  make an arrow-head.^ The a g r ic u ltu ra l 

implements have a lread y  been mentioned.

For amusement th e  Indiana p layer a number o f  games*

Le Jeune l i s t s  th ree o f  the most popular ones among the 

Canadians j c ro sse , on which a bet was placed to  make I t  more 

e x c it in g ;  d ish , in  which black and w hite plum stones were 

tossed , and a ce r ta in  game p layed  w ith  straw .^  Spelman 

d escrib es  the Indian sp o rts  as not u n lik e  the E n g lish . Foot­

b a l l  was on ly  fo r  women and boys, and was l i k e  the English  

game in  that g oa ls  were made, but u n lik e  the English  game in  

th a t "th ey  never f ig h t  nor n u ll one another doune." The men 

p layed a game w ith  a sm all b a l l  which they dropped from the

^-Columbus, 0£. c i t . » p. 149.

2 Smith, op. c i t . » I ,  6 8 .

3 R ib a u lt , ££ . c i t . ,  I I ,  174.

^Smith, l o c • c i t .

^Loc. c i t .

sLe Jeune, op . c i t . ,  I ,  pp. 269-271.
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hand and k icked  as fa r  as p o ss ib le  w ith  the to e .  This 

req u ired  g rea t s k i l l . *

There were a ls o  dances. One, l ik e  a "darbysher Horn­

p ip e , ” is  mentioned by Spelman. In th is  men and women a l t e r ­

n a tin g  stand in  a c i r c l e  w h ile  a man In the cen ter w ith  a 

p ip e  and r a t t l e  d ir e c t s  the group. The c i r c l e  " g ig e t t s  

about, w riin ge  ther necks and stamping© on ye ground.

Another ch ro n ic le r  d esc r ib es  a dance o f  v ic to r y  which Is  

unusual In  that the dancers do not move from the spot but 

l i f t  f i r s t  one fo o t  and then the o th er , and make gestu res 

and motions w ith  the whole body. The women drop th e ir  mantles 

and dance on ly  In  th e ir  o r n a m e n t s A  dance in  Lou isiana 

which culm inated in  s e iz in g  s taves  and s t r ik in g  one another4 

Is  p a ra l le le d  by a Canadian dance which ends by the dancers 

Jumping in to  canoes and s t r ik in g  each o ther w ith  paddles and 

throw ing w a te r*5 Dancing around cane to rch es , clapp ing the 

hands and "touch ing to g e th e r  the f e e t "  Is  d escrib ed  by 

D ’ I b e r v i l l e . ^  The same w r it e r  notes a sh ort dance o f  th©

Spelman, " In tro d u c tio n — R e la t io n  o f  V i r g in ia , ”
In  Smith, op. c l t . ,  I ,  c x lv .

^Loc. e I t .

^Champlain, oj5. c l t . ,  p. 108.

4D’ I b e r v i l l e ,  on. c l t . » p . 94.

^Champlain, ££ . c l t . ,  pp. 179-180.

^D’ I b e r v i l l e ,  ojd. c l t . ,  p. 70.
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young men. Each holds a gourd f i l l e d  w ith  small stones and 

shakes i t  " in  cadence which accorded w e ll  w ith  the v o ic e s . "

The accompanying song was sh o r t, and in  the in te rv a ls  the 

Indians gave " f r i g h t fu l  y e l l s . " *  That the dancers made a 

n o ise  " l ik e  Wolves or D e v i ls *1 is  rep o rted  by H arlot.** The 

en terta inm ent provided  by Pocohantes and her women was, on 

the c o n t r a r y , " l ik e  a marqu . "  They a l l  wore d i f f e r e n t  cos­

tumes and ca rr ied  d i f f e r e n t  weapons. They rushed from the 

woods, made a r in g  around Sm ith ’ s f i r e ,  sang, danced, and 

dep a rted . 3  Ifce savages a re  rep o rted  as l ik in g  the music o f  

a s a i lo r  who played the " G l t t e r r e , "  dancing in  a r in g  and 

then rewarding the youth w ith  p resen ts . 4 In  each o f  the 

pueblos the p laza is  used fo r  games and dances, as were the 

e s tu fa s . Luxan rep o rts  th a t the dance a t  Acoma was im pressive 

a f t e r  the Mexican fa sh io n . Women took p a rt, w earing Mexican 

b lan k ets , "v e ry  e le ga n t w ith  p a in t in g s , fe a th e rs  and other 

tra p p in g s ."^  Another d e s c r ip t io n  o f  a southwestern dance i s  

in  con trast w ith  the eastern  and northern dances. The rhythm

*D ’ Ib e r v i l l e , o £ .  c l t » ,  p . 69.

2H a rio t, op. c l t . » P . 24

3Smith, op. c l t . , la 436

4 P r in g , 0 £. c l t . , P* 56.

®LuxSn, op. c l t » , •>CD
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resem bles the negro rhythm and is  beaten out on a "sk in

attached  to  a v e s s e l " l ik e  a t a m b o u r i n e T h e  p a rtic ip a n ts

r i s e  and perform  the dances l ik e  "m erry-andrew s," r a is in g

th e ir  hands towards the sun

w ith  much compass and harmony in such a way that 
though there are th ree hundred i t  seems as i f  i t  
ware being 3ung and danced by on ly one dxie to  good 
harmony and measiire w ith  which they do i t *1

The e a r ly  n a rra to rs  presented the Indians not on ly  as 

in d iv id u a ls  but a ls o  as s o c ia l groups. We have seen what kind 

o f  houses the savages l iv e d  in , what k ind  o f  food  th ey  a te , 

and how they prepared i t ;  how they worked and how they played* 

Two im portant questions remain to  be d iscussed  b e fo re  the p lc~  

tu re is  com plete. How were the savages governed, in  war and 

in  peace? What were the r e l ig io u s  b e l i e f s  which they held?

The government o f  the North American Indian f a l l s  in to  

th ree  gen era l form s: ru le  by k in g , 2 by e o u r c l l ,^  and by

fa m ily *^  The th ree forms cannot be sharp ly  d is t in gu ish ed , 

fo r  no k ing was a b so lu te . Many were obeyed on ly  in  w arfare,** 

and most were guided by assem blies o f  p r ie s t  and e ld e rs  where

^G a llegos , op. c i t . , p. 2 1 .
p

In  Canada and V ir g in ia .

* In  the southwest and New England. 

4In F lo r id a .

^Champlain, 0£ . c l  t . » p. 413.
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th© ru le  o f  the m a jo r ity  p r e v a i le d , 1 Fam ilies looked to  the 

e ld e s t  as head, and were ru led  in im portant m atters by th© 

im portant members. M erit ra th e r  than h e re d ity  determ ined 

the su ccession , a lthough k in gsh ip  was o ften  kept in  a power­

fu l  fa m ily , 2  3 The k in g ’ s p o s it io n  i s  w e ll d e fin ed  in  th is  

ex ce rp t from  te Jeune:

He has under him a number o f  fa m ilie s  whom he ru le s , 
not w ith  so much a u th o r ity  as does our K ing . • • 
but w ith  s u f f ic ie n t  power to  harangue, adv ise  and 
lea d  them to  war, t o  render ju s t ic e  to  one who has a 
g r ieva n ce  and l ik e  m atters . He does not impose 
taxes upon the peop le  but i f  there are any p r o f i t s  
from the chase he has a share o f  them . . . they some­
times make him presents o f  Beaver skins when he is  
occupied in  curing the s ick  or in  qu estion in g  h is  
demon • • • to  have news o f  some fu tu re  event or o f  
the a b sen t* '

I t  is  c le a r  th a t the k ing was not on ly ru le r  but a lso  medi­

c in e  man and sooth sayer. The young peop le who were in  the 

re t in u e  o f  the k ing have va riou s d u t ie s ; to  p rov ide dogs fo r  

hu n ting, canoes fo r  tra n s p o r ta t io n , p rov is ion s  fo r  res e rve  

stock  during bad weather and to  take on e x p ed it io n s *4 A l l  

th at the unmarried men catch belongs to  the k in g , w h ile  the

^Champlain, op. c l t . .  p. 328; Smith, op. c l t * . I ,  375; 
CastafTe&a, op. e f t . ,  p . l i l S ;  A rcher, op. c l t . , p T x l l v .

2 8ia r d ,  op. c l t . . I l l ,  pp* 37, 89. Smith, op. c l t . ,  I  
p . 376, "H is kingdomes descent not to  h is  sonnes nor ch ild ren , 
but f i r s t  to h is  brethren  • • * and a f t e r  th e ir  decease to  
h is  s is t e r s  . . .  a f t e r  them to  the h e irs  male or fem ale o f  
the e ld e s t  s i s t e r ,  but n ever to  the h e ire s  o f  the m ale*”

3Le Jeune, op. c ^ t . ,  I ,  75*

4 B lard , 0£ . c l t . .  I l l ,  89.





m arried  pay tribute.^* In  retu rn  the k in g  g iv e s  p ro tec tio n  

and g i f t s .

On one occasion  a t  a k in g fs command* s to le n  goods were 

retu rned  to  the English.** C erta in  punishments were t ra d it io n a l 

and en forced  by the t r ib e *  or by the In ju red  fa m ily . Murderers 

were put to  death w ith ou t t r i a l  and ^without d is tu rb a n ce .”^ 

?furder was h e ld  a c r l r e  a ga in s t the whole t r ib e  and any mem­

ber o f  the t r ib e  could take reven ge ,^  although i t  was custom­

a ry  fo r  a r e la t i v e  o f  the s la in  man to  do s o . T h e ft  o f  a 

woman by a member o f  the same t r ib e  must be avenged by the 

husband*6 Absolute power i s ,  however, rep o rted  by Smith, who 

says that what the K ing commands they dare not d isobey  In  the 

l e a s t .  He goes on to  l i s t  the punishment o f  m a le fa ctors  by 

to r tu re  and burning and th e  o rd in a ry  form o f  punishment, 

b ea tin g  w ith  cudgels u n t i l  s e n se le s s . 6

I t  is  ev id en t th a t  the government o f  the t r ib e  va r ies  

w ith  i t s  c u ltu re . The co u n c ils  o f  the pueblos are the most 

c iv ll is s e d  form encountered . The op in ion  o f  the e ld ers  in

^B iard, l o c . c i t *
p

Archer, op . c i t . .  p . x l i v .

6Le Jeune, op. c i t . ,  I ,  229.

4 B iard , oj>. c i t . .  I l l ,  38.

6Loc. c i t .
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6 Smith, 0£ . c i t . .  I ,  377.
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co u n c il determ ines the fo r e ig n  and dom estic p o l ic y  o f  the 

t r ib e *  The v i l l a g e  was b u i l t  and m aintained c o o p e ra t iv e ly *

The fo llo w in g  summary o f  CasteHadaf s d e s c r ip tio n  o f  C ibola  

g iv e s  a p ic tu re  o f  a way o f  l i f e  to  be en v ied :

They are ru led  by a cou ncil o f  the o ld e s t  men*
The p r ie s ts  are c a l le d  Papa, which means in  Zunl, 
o ld e r  b ro th er* They preach from the h igh es t r o o f  
to  the v i l l a g e  l i k e  a pu b lic  c r ie r  in  the morning 
when the sun is  r is in g *  The whole v i l l a g e  s i t s  
q u ie t ly  below to  l i s t e n .  He t e l l s  them how to  
l i v e ,  g iv e s  them coimoandmenta: th ere  is  no drunken­
ness, no s a c r i f ic e s ,  no s t e a l in g ;  a l l  u su a lly  w ork .2-

Wars were waged u su a lly  ,fbetween language and language, 

or country and cou n try ,^  not to  extend the dominion but 

u su a lly  to  avenge an in ju r y . 3 Champlain w r ite s  th a t in  some 

t r ib e s  the ch ie fs  had no r e a l  a u th o r ity  over the men even in  

b a t t le ,  and that consequen tly  no plan can be c a rr ied  out*^

In o th er t r ib e s  the b a t t le  p lan is  c a r e fu l ly  rehearsed  a ft e r  

the soothsayers have rep o r te d  what la  to  happen. The ch ie fs  

take s t ic k s ,  one fo r  each man, to  a l e v e l  spot and arrange 

them in  the d es ired  form ation  to  in d ica te  to each man where 

he i s  to  take h is  p lace in  f ig h t in g  the enem ies. Th is i s  

repeated, s e ve ra l times u n t i l  each man understands h is  rank

2-Castafteda, op. c i t . , p. 518.

^B iard , op. c i t . ,  I I I ,  91.
<*
°Jouvency, op. c i t . »  I ,  10. 

^Champlain, op. c i t * g p. 260.
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and o rd e r ; there la  "no need fo r  a sergean t to  make them keep 

the ranks . ” 1 Sometimes b a t t le  was decided  by s in g le  combat. 2  

A ttack  was u su a lly  a t  dawn or by m oon ligh t . 5 The Europeans 

underestim ated the s k i l l  o f  the Indians In  w arfa re because 

i t  was u n lik e  th e ir  own. H a rlo t w r ite s  th a t th ere  is  no need 

to  fe a r  the Indians In  war as they do not have the B r it is h  

d is c ip l in e ,  weapons, o r  "d ev ic e s  e l s , "  and u su a lly  th ey  run 

away. 4 There was no l in e  o f  b a t t l e . 5 R e trea t was o rd e r ly ,  

and a t n ig h t , w ith  the wounded men placed in  baskets which 

were ca rr ied  on the backs o f  w arrio rs  in the m idst o f  the 

group . 6 The army was d iv id ed  In to  troops fo r  hunting, fo r  

scou tin g , and fo r  f i g h t in g .*7 The hunters go in  the main 

l in e  o f  r e t r e a t  w h ile  the main guard approaches the enemy, 

h id in g  in  the woods by day w h ile  the scouts re co n n o ite r , and 

a l l  advancing a t n ig h t .  Sometimes a messenger Is  sent ahead 

to  the camp o f  the enemy to  see whether they wish to  f i g h t .  

U su a lly  dawn Is  agreed upon and the n igh t Is  spent dancing

^Champlain, ££ . c i t . ,  pp. 87-88.
ô

Jouvency, c p . c i t . .  I ,  1 1 .

°H a r lo t ,  on. c i t . , p . 25; Champlain, C£. c l t . a p. 95.

4H a r io t , lo c .  c i t .

5 E la rd , &g. c i t . .  I l l ,  38.

®Chempl8 in ,  o p. c i t . . p. 84.

7 I b id . ,  p . 96.
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and s in g in g  end h u rlin g  In su lts  a t  each o ther and "a grea t 

d e a l o f  o th er  t a lk ,  such as is  usual a t  the s e lg e  o f  a e i t y . wl 

A comment by Smith upon the w arfa re  among the t r ib e s  is  

a p p ro p r ia te :

A l l  th e ir  a c t io n s , vo ic es  and ges tu res , both in  charg­
in g  and r e t i r in g ,  were ao s tra in ed  to  the h igh t o f 
th e ir  q u a l l i t i e  and nature, th a t the strangenes th ereo f 
made i t  seem v e ry  d e l ig h t fu l . 2

>*or weapons the Indians used bows and arrowsf*^ clubs 

awords o f  wood;^ pickaxes mad© by pu ttin g  the horn o f  a deer 

o r  a sharpened ston e through a p ie ce  o f  woodj^ spears/^ and 

d a r t s S o m e  t r ib e s  wore an armor th a t was woven o f  cotton  

thread and wood, 4 5 * * * 9 which was p roo f a ga in s t arrow s. Shields 

were o f  h ide so hard that a b u lle t  would not pass through,^®

^-Champlain, on. c i t . » p. 95.

2 Smlth, 0 £ . c i t # ,  I ,  73.

5De Vaca, og . c i t . , p . 31; H o s ie r , op. c i t . ,  p . 120; 
R lb a u lt , 0£ . c i t *7 Xl7~^74; Luxdn, op. e f t . ,  pT“F9; Champlain, 
££• c U . ,  pp.“ , 236; Smith, 0£. cT t.,~ T 7  6 8 .

4 /Luxan, jog. c i t . ,  p. 69; Champlain, op. c i t . ,  p. 74.

5 Smith, l o c . c i t .

^Champlain, l o c . c i t . ; Smith, l o c . c i t .

"'Columbus, op . c i t . , p. 147.

^R os ier, l o c . c i t .

^Champlain, 0£. c i t . ,  p. 98.

^ D e  Klza, op. c i t . , p. 165; Champlain, on . c i t . p. 236.
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or o f  wood o v e r la id  w ith  le a th e r ,^  and s t i l l  o thers o f  bark*^ 

The sh ie ld s  were long and la rg e  in  order to  cover the e n tire  

body, and were worn over the r ig h t  s h o u l d e r W h i l e  pa in t 

can s c a rc e ly  be considered  a weapon, i t  was an e s s e n t ia l p a r t  

o f  war equipment, and probab ly  served  to  in s p ir e  te r r o r *

Next in  im portance to  the King was the c h ie f  who was 

m edicine man or soothsayer* Sometimes the King h im se lf was 

p r ie s t  and d o c to r : more o ften  s e v e ra l p r ie s ts  served  a t r ib e *

As m edicine men they m in is te red  to  the s ic k ; as p r ie s ts  they 

performed ceremonies and made prophesy. The m edicine man, 

accord ing to  fa th e r  B iard , knew the use o f  a few sim ple la xa ­

t iv e s ,  a s tr in g e n ts , hot and co ld  a p p lic a t io n s , i r r i t a n t s  fo r  

l i v e r  and k idn eys*4 Th is  o u t l in e  i s  f i l l e d  in  by o th er ch ron i­

c le r s .  Verrazano w r it e s :  ” I f  th ey  a re  s ick  they cure them­
es

se lv e s  by the heat o f  th e f i r e  . • • » They d ie  o f  o ld  age* 

The therapy o f  heat is  t e s t i f i e d  to  by the hot a t o n e s t w e e t ­

in g ,^  sweat houses wfo r  d rop s ies  and most d is ea se s , w8 h ot

•^Jouvency, on* c l t * ,  I ,  11; B iard , op * c l t *» 111,38* 

^Smith, op* c i t *,  I ,  69.

^Jouvency, l o c . c l t *

^B iard , oo. c l t * , I I I ,  pp* 45-50.

^Verrazano, op* c l t  * , p* 15.

^De Vaca, 0£. c l t * , p* 69.

^Le Jeune, op*. c i t » f I ,  197.

8Smlth, o p . c l t * .  I ,  74*
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room s, " sweat houses and h a th a ."1 Various la x a t iv e s  and 

purges were made from  rhu barb ,2 ju ic e  o f r o o t s ,3 * scraping 

o f  the in s id e  o f a bark o f  b irc h .^  Not on ly  i s  massage by 

the hands upon the body noted5 * but a ls o  a movement o f  the 

hands above the body .5 B reath ing upon the s ick ,*7 * * 10 and s in g­

ing® are im portant trea tm en ts . Both cu ttin g  and burning o f 

a wound or s w e llin g , ia  rep o rted ,~  and then the poison is  

drawn out in to  the h e a le r ’ s mouth. A headache is  made to  

b leed  a t  the spot where the pain i s ,  and "th e pain stops at 

o n c e ."1^ Two s p e c i f i c  rem edies are noted ; sassa fras to  cure 

s c u r v i e ,^  and the l e f t  h ind fo o t  o f  a moose fo r  e p ile p s y .

1B iard , op. c i t . , ITT,  44; Champlain, op. c l t . , p . 525; 
Jouvency, op . c T t. ,~ T 7  8 .

^H os ier, op. c i t . , p. 177.

3Smith, ££. c l t . ,  I ,  74.

*Le Jeune, op. c i t . . I ,  194.

5B iard , ££ . c i_ t . ,  I l l ,  44.

^Champlain, ojd. c l t . .  p. 399; de Vaca, ojp» c l t . . p. 69.

7De Vaca, l o c . c i t .

1I b e r v i l l e ,  op . c l t . , p. 97; Champlain, l o c . c l t . ;
Le Jeune, op. c l t . .  I ,  2315“

% m ith , lo c .  c l t . ; Le Jeune, op . c l t . . I ,  194; 
de Vaca, l o c . cPET

10Champlain, op . c i t . ,  p. 91.

llpurchas,op. c i t . .  p . 360.
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T h is  fo o t  a ls o  cures p le u r is y , d iz z in e s s , and s ix  hundred

o th e r  diseases.**- A l l  o f  these treatm ents were combined w ith
o

wt r ic k s ,  charms and in te rp r e ta t io n  o f  dreams• " Ceremonies,

In c a n ta t io n s , and g i f t s  were p a r t  o f  the treatm ent o f  a l l  

d is ea se s *

That these cerem on ies, fe a s ts ,  and g i f t s  fo r  the sick 

had become sim ply th e business o f  the m edicine man, and were 

s tim u la ted  by him i s  in d ica ted  by a l l  o f  the ch ro n ic le rs  who 

t r e a t  o f  the m atter w ith  more than passing r e fe r e n c e *  Jouvency1 a 

d is cu ss ion  o f  the sources o f  d is ea se , and i t s  treatm ent, is  a 

fo reru n n er o f  modern psychoana lys is . He w r ite s  th a t the sor­

c e r e r s  b e l ie v e  th at th ere  i s  something vexacious in  the mind 

o f  the p a t ie n t ,  perhaps even unknown to him, but upon which 

h is  happiness depends. By lo ok in g  in to  the re c ess es  o f  the 

mind the soothsayer d is co ve rs  the d is s a t is fa c t io n  which is  

causing the tro u b le , b r in gs  i t  to  l i g h t ,  exp la in s  i t  to  the 

p a t ie n t , and th ereb y  cures him. The trou b le  may have been 

caused by a charm o f  some s o rc e re r , and can be trea ted  in the 

same way. I f  on the o ther hand, the physician  fe e ls  th at the 

I l ln e s s  is  in cu ra b le , th a t i t  is  to  be p ro tra c ted  or merely 

due to  o ld  age , he f e e ls  i t  A kindness to  put th e p a t ien t out 

o f  h is  m isery a t o n ce .3

^Jouvency, o£ . c i t . » X, 4.

2B iard , o£. c i t . , I I I ,  45.

3Jouvency, ££* c i t . . ,  X, 7 -8 .
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Le Jeune emphasizes the power o f the doctors  or sooth­

sayers  who " ju d ge  o f  e v i l  by pyro-hydro-necro-m ancy; by 

f e a s t s ,  dances and songs; by b low in g , t r ic k s  and p o t io n s ," 

and demand generous presen ts in  retu rn * They p ro te c t  them­

s e lv e s  in  th e ir  p ra c t ic e s  by r e v e a lin g  by such obscure wajs 

th a t  no one can say th a t i t  is  not r i g h t . 1

Champlain goes so fa r  in  h is  skep tic ism  o f  the cere­

monies o f  the s ic k  as to  in c lu de the genuineness o f  the i l l ­

n e s s . He d e sc r ib es  a ceremony fo r  the s ick  as fo llo w s?

A group o f  men, women, and g i r l s  en ter the lodge 

dan c in g , d ressed  in  skins o f  b eas ts , e s p e c ia l ly  the skin o f 

the bear as i t  i s  most f r i g h t fu l ;  o ld  women s i t  near the sick 

to r e c e iv e  the p resen ts and when a l l  the g i f t s  are g iven  in 

th ey  s in g  and b ea t time w ith  s t ick s  on dry bark . Then the 

women and g i r l s  gather a t  the end o f  the lodge as i f  th ey  

"In ten d ed  to  perform  the opening scenes o f  a b a l l e t , "  the 

o ld  women w ith  bear skins over th e ir  heads. They dance, one 

dance o f  fou r and another o f  tw e lve  s tep s . I t  is  very  grace­

fu l  and the young men o ften  jo in  in . The o ld  women take the 

s ic k  man between them and t r y  to  have him Join the dance.

The fancy o f  any s ick  man is  ca rr ied  ou t. O ften they go mad, 

bu t some, a f t e r  sw ea tin g , r e c o v e r . The n a rra to r  rep ea ts  that 

i t  is  probab ly an im aginary sickness in  order to g e t presen ts,

^Le Jeune, op. c l t . , I ,  230.
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f o r  the r e a l l y  i l l  cannot reco ve r  so soon.-**

Under a heading o f  "T h e ir  Charmes to  Cure," Captain

John Smith d iscu sses the p h ys ic ian s .

They have many p ro fessed  P h is it io n s , who w ith  th e ir  
charms and R a t te ls ,  w ith  an in f  e m a i l  row t o f  words 
and a c t io n s , w i l l  seeme to  sucke th e ir  inwarde 
g r i e f e  from th e ir  navels or th e ir  g r ie v e d  p la ce s ; but 
o f  our Chirurgians they were so con ca ip ted , that they 
b e lie v e d  any P la is t e r  would h ea le  any h u r t .2

Ihe soo th sayer, or p r ie s t ,  as l in k  between man and

God had enormous power in  the t r ib e .  He in te rp re te d  a l l  the

m a n ifes ta tio n s  o f  nature and advised what p r o p it ia t io n  mar:

should o f f e r *  Consequently he b u i l t  up e la b o ra te  ceremonies

and ex a c tin g  r i t u a l .  A few examples w i l l  i l lu s t r a t e  th is .

F ir s t  they made a f a i r e  f i r e  in  a house. About th is  
f i r e  s e t  7 P r ie s ts  s e t t in g  him [Smith] by them; and 
about the f i r e  they made a c i r c le  o f  m eale. That 
done, the c h ie fe  P r ie s t  a t t ir e d  as is  expressed , 
began to  shake h is  r a t t l e ;  and the r e s t  fo llo w ed  him 
in  h is  song. At the end o f  the song he l a i d  downe 
5 or 5 g ra in es  o f  wheat, and so continued counting 
h is  songs by the g ra in es , t i l l  3 times they In e ir c le d  
the f i r e .  Then they d iv id e  the g ra in es  by c e r ta in  
numbers w ith  l i t t l e  s t ic k s ,  la y in g  downe a t th e  ende 
o f  every  song a l i t t l e  s t ic k e .

In th is  manner, they sa t 8, 10, or 12 houres w ithou t 
cease , w ith  such strange s tre tch in g  o f  th e ir  armes, 
and v io le n t  passions and gestu res as m ight w e l l  seeme 
stran ge to  him they so con iured; who but every  hour© > 
expected h is  end. Not any meat d id  they ea t t i l l ,  la te  
in  the even in g , they had fin ish e d  th is  work? and then 
they fe a s te d  him and them selves w ith  much m irth . B it 
3 or 4 d a les  they continued th is  ce rem o n y .3

■^Champlain, op. c i t . , p . 325. 

^Smith, op. c i t . , I ,  74. 

5I b ld . .  T, 77.





‘This ceremony was to  d is co v e r  whether more English  would 

a r r iv e ,  and what th ey  intended*

A sim ple ceremony a t S t* George R ive r  Is  describ ed  by 

H os ie r  as fo l lo w s :  The e ld e s t  r i s e s ,  looks about, and cr ies

lo u d ly ,  nBaugh, Waugh,” whereupon the women a l l  l i e  f l a t  cn 

the ground and the men stamp around the f i r e  making the ground 

shake and g iv in g  o u tc r ie s  w ith  changes o f  v o ic e *  F ir e -s t ic k s  

a re  th ru st in to  the earth * This Is  repeated  many t in e s  with 

In t e r v a ls  o f  r e s t *  They beat on stones w ith  s t ic k s ,  and upon 

the ea rth  .w ith atones®*

Champlain1 a skep tic ism  Is  again shown in  w r it in g  o f 

the a c tion s  o f  the soothsayer during a war* He con trad ic ts  

each In te rp r e ta t io n  o f  the p r ie s ts *  They say th a t the d e v il  

shakes the te n t ; Champlain says th a t the p r ie s ts  shake I t *  

They say f i r e  comes out o f the t e n t; Champlain sees no f i r e .  

They speak In a loud c le a r  v o ic e  in  a language not known to 

the o th er savages, then in  a cracked v o ic e , which they say Is  

the d e v i l ;  Champlain says that I t  is  simply the p r ie s ts *  He 

concludes th at i t  I s  a l l  d e c e i t **2

There a re , how ever, a few sim ple ceremonies in  which 

the peop le take p a rt*  At Chaudiere F a lls  the Indians c o l le c t  

tobacco in  a wooden p la te ,  dance about i t ,  l is t e n  to  the

^R os ier, ojom c l t * , p* 122®

’̂ Champlain, £o* c i t * , p* 8 6 *
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speech o f  the c h ie f  asking fo r  s a fe ty  from th e ir  enemies*

I f  th ere  Is  no ceremony they w i l l  be unfortunate In war. The 

p la t e  w ith  the o f f e r in g  o f tobacco Is  cast in to  the rap ids 

w h ile  the Indians w h o o p T o b a c c o ,  copper, and Pocones ars 

c a s t  In to  the w ater to  p a c ify  the god during a storm .^ A 

r i t u a l  even s im p ler Is  that rep o rted  by W illiam  W hite, who 

had l iv e d  w ith  the n a tiv es  o f  V ir g in ia .  In the morning, at 

break o f  day, b e fo re  they ea t or d r in k , the men, women, anl 

ch ild re n  run In to  the w ater where they wash u n t i l  the aim 

r i s e s .  They o f f e r  s a c r i f ic e  o f  tobacco to the sun, which 

th ey  honor as a god . This Is  repea ted  a t sunset.^ Purchas 

d e sc r ib es  a y e a r ly  r i t e  among the F lo r id a  Indians which Is  

h e ld  in  8a r ly  s p r in g . The h ide o f  the g re a te s t  hart which 

th ey  can fin d  Is  s tu ffe d  and hung w ith  garlands, born In  a 

p rocess ion  o f  s in g in g  and dancing fo lk  to  a h igh  tre e  where 

i t  i s  s e t  w ith  the head toward the ea s t. Prayers to  the sun
A

a re  o f fe r e d  that he may cause th ings to  grow a ga in .*

These cerem onies o f  nature worship lead  d ir e c t ly  back 

to  the legends and b e l ie f s  o f  the Ind ians.

•‘‘Champlain, op. c l t . ,  p. 201. 

^Sralth, C£. c l t . , I ,  77.

^Percy, op. c l t . » p. I x x I I I .  

^Purchas, op . c l t . , p* 646.
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There is  y e t  in  V ir g in ia  no p lace d iscovered  to 
bee so Savage in  which the Savages have not a
r e l i g i o n . ^

That statem ent might app ly  to  a l l  the North American continent

as w e l l  as to V ir g in ia ,  fo r  a l l  rep o r ts  o f  e a r ly  ch ron ic le rs

p resen t ev idence o f  b e l i e f  in  the unseen ru lin g  fo rc e  o f  the

u n iv e rs e . Indians had a r e l i g io n :

They b e l ie v e  that good and e v i l  come from the sk ies .^

What they do not understand, or is  new to  them, they 
are wont to  sey i t  comes from above.3

A l l  th ings th a t were ab le to do them hurt beyond 
th e ir  p reven tion , they a d o re .4

So fa r  as I  can f in d  ou t, the w ater is  what these 
Indians worship because they say i t  makes the corn 
grow end susta ins th e ir  l i f e ,  and that the on ly  
o ther reason they know is  because th e ir  ancestors 
d id  so . 5

Coronado w rote th is  o f the Indians In  a land where l i t t l e

r a in  f e l l .  In another c lim a te , in  Canada, Le Jeune w r ite s :

God Is  in su rfa ce  th in gs , Hocks, Streams, e s p e c ia l ly  
the sky. They b e l ie v e  the Sky is  angry when anyone 
drowns or is  frossen to  death, and they have to  make 
s a c r i f ic e s  to  apoease the Sky. 6

Smith, op » c i t . ,  T, 74 m

^Columbus, c i t .  , P* 148

5De Vaca, op. c i t . , p. 158.

^Smlth, loc . c l t .

5Coronado, op. c i t . , P* 56.

6Le Jeune, c i t . , 1# 263
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W orship o f  the sun was w idespread in  l o c a l i t i e s  where i t  was

le s s  usual than in  the southwest:

They b e l ie v e  in  God and c a l l  him by the name o f  the 
Sun.*

The p r ie s t  prays to  the sun*1 2 * 4

When they swear by th e ir  God which is  the Sunne, 
no C h ris tian  w i l l  keep th e ir  Oath b e t t e r .5

L i f t in g  up h is  arm toward heaven he put fo r th  two 
f in g e r s  whereby I t  seemed that he wished to  t e l l  us 
that he worshipped the Sun and the Moon fo r  th e ir  
gods*—as a fterw ards  we understood i t  s o 3

A d e s ir e  to  r e c o n c i le  the In d ia n ’ s r e l i g io n  w ith  that o f  t'ae

c h ro n ic le r  is  shown in  the fo l lo w in g  passages:

There i s  a God who has made a l l  th ings • • . one 
Son and one Mother • • • the son is  the sun who 
Is  good . 5

They honor a D ie ty  o f  no regu la r  character and no 
code o f  w orsh ip . Put they p e rce iv e  th a t th ere  Is  
a D ie ty . 6 7

Le deune w r ite s  th a t i t  is  ev id en t to  the Hurons that a 

D iv in it y  has made heaven and ea rth , although they have no 

tem p les, p r ie s t ,  fe a s t s ,  or ceremonies O bviously he means 

th a t  what tem ples, p r ie s t s ,  fe a s ts ,  and ceremonies the Hurons 

have canrct be considered  accep tab le  to  the D iv in it y  o f  a

1 B iard , og . c i t . ,  I l l ,  51.

^L ’ Allemant. op. c i t . ,  I ,  57.

^Percy, op. c i t . ,  p . l x x l .

4P.lbau lt, op . c i t . ,  I I ,  171.

^Champlain, ov* c i t . ,  p .112.

6Jouvency, ££ . c i j t . , I ,  16.

7Le Jeune, oj>. c l t . , I ,  228.
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J esu it*

I t  is  In e v ita b le  that the Europeans should f e e l  that

the r e a l  god o f  the Indians was the D e v il*  ,fS a c r i f ic e s  are

made to  the author o f  e v i l , ” w r ite s  Jouvency.^- This Is  made

c le a r  In  the fo l lo w in g  excerp t from L ’ A llem a n t^  R e la t io n *

There Is  one who has made a l l  but they render him 
no homage • • • • There are persons who make a 
p ro fes s io n  o f  ta lk in g  to  the D e v il * * • who are 
fea red  and humored by the savages . 2

Biard w r ite s  th a t the Indians have so s l ig h t  an id ea  o f  Ood

th a t they r e a l l y  worship the D e v i l .3 This fe e l in g  was shared

by the Spaniards who c a l l  the Indians id o la t e r s ,  and w r ite  o f

th e ir  sm all sh rines and prayer houses where they speak to  the

d e v i l  and g iv e  him o f fe r in g s  o f o l la s  con ta in in g  nuts and

ve g e ta b les *^  The fo l lo w in g  passage from Purchas in d ica te s

th a t the D ev il was ever-p resen ts

He c a r r ie d  a t  h is  neck the marks o f  h is  p ro fess ion  
which was a purse, t r ia n g le -w is e ,  covered w ith  
th e ir  em broidered work, w ith in  which there was 
somewhat as b ig g e  as a Nut which he sa id  was h is  
D e v i l ,  c a lle d  Aouten • . • • Every Sagamore e ith e r  
Is  or hath h is  Aouten

^Jouvency, op. c i t . , IT , 17* 

^ L ’ A llem ant, o£. c i t . ,  I ,  58. 

^B lard , op. c i t . , I I I ,  25.

^Luxan, op. c i t . , pp. 93, 103. 

°Purchas, op . c i t . , p . 630.
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Adoration  o f  a l l  kinds o f anim als, Ton ti w r ite s , is  

the on ly  worship among the Ind ians** The closeness o f  men 

and anim als is  shown in  the d esc r ip tio n s  o f  totem p o les , 

t h i r t y  f e e t  h igh  and ornamented w ith  the carved designs o f 

f is h e s .^  In  the parts  o f  the country where animals provide 

most o f  the food and c lo th in g  th is  b e l i e f  is  s tron ges t* VVkat 

e v e r  animal a grow ing boy sees in  h is  dreams, whether i t  l i  

dog , b ear, or b ir d ,  that animal is  h is  d ie ty *^  This notion 

i s  fu r th e r  a m p lifie d  by the b e l i e f  that each animal has an 

e ld e r  b ro th er who is  the source and o r ig in  o f  a l l  in d iv idu a ls  

o f  h is  sp ec ies*  I f  in  a dream the e ld e r  animal i s  seen, the 

chase w i l l  be fo r tu n a te .*  D ir e c t ly  d e r ived  from th is  b e l ie f  

I s  the s u p e rs t it io n  th a t bones o f  animals must not be given 

to  the dogs or non© o f I t s  sp ec ies  w i l l  ever be caught again* 

F ish , d ee r , and moose possess rea son .b

The Importance o f  dreams in Indian l i f e  cannot be o te r  

es tim a ted . 7 Jouvency t e l l s  us that they have such fa i t h  in

* ? o n t i ,  op * c i t * , I ,  2 0 * 

^ D ^ b e r v i l l e ,  od* c i t * * p. 76. 

5 Jouvency, on , c i t * , 1 1 , 16*
A

L© Jeune, ©£. c i t * , I ,  105. 

^Champlain, op* c i t . » p# 275. 

®Le Jeune, ££• c i t . , I ,  264. 

7 B iard , on. c i t . ,  I l l ,  25.
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dreams that I f  th ey  dream that a man should be k i l l e d  they 

do not r e s t  u n t i l  I t  Is  accom plished*2' Even ch ild ren , who 

r e c e iv e  the k in des t treatm ent o rd in a r ily , are k i l l e d  I f  i t  is  

ao ordered  in  a dream. ̂  Among the Hurons, however, the 

dreamer must have a c e r ta in  p r e s t ig e , and he must have proved 

th a t h is  dreams are o f  va lu e  b e fo re  they are b e lie v e d , fo r  

^some dreams are f a l s e . W i t h  such fa i th  in  dreams i t  was 

in e v it a b le  that the sooth sayer should a tta in  the power which 

we have seen that he had.

111© whole t r a d it io n  o f  b u r ia l,  o f  r i t e s ,  and o f  mourn­

in g  is  an outcome o f  the In d ia n fs a t t itu d e  toward death . He 

b e lie v e d  in  im m orta lity . E iard  writes that the Indian has 

a genera l idea  o f the im m orta lity  o f the soul and o f  fu tu re  

rewards and punishments.^ The V irg in ia n s  are rep o rted  to  

b e l ie v e  th at a f t e r  death they go e ith e r  to jo in  the gods in  

perpetual b l is s  and happ iness, or to  burn in  a g rea t  p i t .

This b e l i e f  was known to  be tru e  fo r  two men had returned 

a f t e r  death— one had seen heaven and the other had seen h e l l » D 

Another angle among the same t r ib e s  is  rep orted  by Smith. The

^Jouvency, ££. e f t .  ,11 , 16.

%)e Vaca, £p . c l t . ,  p . 87.

^Le Jeune, op. c i t . ,  I ,  265.

4 E lard , C£. c l t . .  I l l ,  51.

^H arlo t, op. c l t . ,  p . 26.
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common peop le  do not l i v e  a f t e r  death ; on ly the k ings and 

p r ie s t s  go beyond the mountains to  the s e t t in g  sun where they 

rem ain in  the form o f  an Oke to  dance, s in g , and fe a s t  w ith 

t h e ir  p red ecesso rs **  The Canadian s p ir i t s  are a lso  sa id  to 

have gone in  the d ir e c t io n  o f  the s e tt in g  sun where they 

®njoyed hu n ting, fe a s t in g ,  and dancing.^ L ’ Allem ant makes 

the fe a s t in g  the s p e c i f i c  ea tin g  o f  mushrooms*5  B e lie v in g  as 

th ey  d id ,  i t  was easy  to  endow a l l  m a te r ia l ob je c ts  w ith  

sou ls  in  order th a t  the deceased might continue to  en joy a l l  

h is  w ord ly  p ossess ion s .^  Purchas, in  summarizing C a r t ie r ’ s 

accou n ts, w r ite s  th a t  the Indians b e lie v e  that when they d ie  

th ey  go to  the s ta rs  and l i t t l e  by l i t t l e  descend to  the 

h o r iz o n , as s ta rs  d o , u n t i l  f i n a l l y  they go in to  a green 

f i e l d  where flo w ers  and f r u i t s  grow *5  Less p o e t ic  is  Champlain’ s 

r e p o r t  that souls g o  where they "s in g  l ik e  crow s . " 5 In fan ts 

a re  bu rled  by pa th s, so th a t the soul may s l ip  in to  the bosom 

o f  a passing woman and animate an undeveloped fe tu s

*Sm ith, op. e f t * ,  I ,  79.
o
*Jouvency, oo . e f t * ,11 , 17.

^ L ’ A llem ant, op . c i t * , I ,  57.

4 Loc » c i t *

5 ?urchas, o£ . e f t . ,  p . 627.

6 Champlain, op, c i t . .  p . 532.

7 Jouvency, op . c i t * , I I ,  8 .
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The In d ia n ’ s b e l i e f  in  im m orta lity  was a t the base o f  

b is  fu n e ra l r i t e s  and form o f  b u r ia l .  There are some va r ia ­

t io n s  to  be noted , but Jouvencyfs observations among the 

Canadians serve  as a g en e ra l p a tte rn . As soon as a man dies 

h is  name is  lo u d ly  procla im ed among the lod ges , so that nc 

one may ra s h ly  use i t .  I f  the name is  spoken i t  must be 

in trodu ced  by a " s o fte n in g  p r e fa c e ,” but a circum locution  is  

p r e fe r a b le  in  order not to  o ffen d  the su rv iv in g  r e la t iv e s .  

F riends and r e la t i v e s ,  b r in g in g  g i f t s ,  assemble where the 

corps© l i e s ,  b lacken  th e ir  fa ces  and w a il and lament u n t i l  

some member o f  the fa m ily ,  u su a lly  the e ld e s t ,  r is e s  to  g ive 

an address. He p ra is e s  the dead man and po in ts out that as 

a l l  men are born, so a l l  men must d ie s  the m isfortune is  

not t o  be re p a ired  and must be ligh ten ed  by pa tien ce* A 

fe a s t  is  h e ld  to  assuage the gen era l g r i e f ,  to  en te rta in  

fr ie n d s  f i t t i n g l y ,  and to  p lease the s p i r i t  o f  the dead man* 

who partakes o f  th© fe a s t  w ith  them. A fte r  th is ,  a t the f i t ­

t in g  tim e , the master o f  the fu n e ra l— a permanent o f f i c e  in 

a d is tin gu ish ed  fa m ily — d ec la res  that the time fo r  b u r ia l ha# 

come. The s o u l’ s e x i t  through the smoke h o le  is  hastened by 

b ea tin g  on the w a lls  o f the lo d g e . The body cannot be c a rr ie  

ou t through the door but through th a t part o f the wljwam 

towards which the dy in g  man has looked la s t .  W ith w a ilin g  

and c ry in g , the corpse is  c a r r ie d  to the grave and buried  w ith  

the g i f t s  and the w o r ld ly  goods which are f e l t  e s s e n t ia l in
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the next w orld.'*’ On the grave o f  a c h ie f  a banquet and dance 

Is h e ld  three times a y e a r .2 Among the Hurons every  e ig h t  

or ten years a l l  corpses are dragged from the graves in  a l l  

the nearby v i l la g e s  and ca rr ied  to  a designate:! p lace  where 

a la rg e  p it  is  prepared to  r e c e iv e  them*3 I t  was f e l t  that 

the m inglin g  o f  the bones o f  the dead made fo r  fr ien d sh ip  

among the l i v in g .^

D e ta ils  vary* Sometimes the corpse is  c a rr ied  to  a
5nearb; wigwam inhere i t  Is  smoked fo r  p re se rva t io n . In  V ir ­

g in ia  the k ings are not buried  In the ground as the common 

peop le  a re , but p laced h igh  on a pyramid.® In Lou isiana , 

where water is  found near the su rfa ce , there are no under­

ground b u r ia la , a l l  corpses being la id  in  a ra is ed  p la c e , w ith  

food  on a nearby m o u n d . A s  a genera l ru le  the corpse was 

arranged w ith  the knees aga in s t the stomach and the head 

a ga in s t the knees® th a t the departed  may be committed to  the

^Jouvency, op . c l t * ,1 1 , pp. 8-10.

2Champlain, op. c l t . , p . 55.

S jouvency, l o e . c l t .

^Champlain, op. c i t . ,  p. 332.

6I b ld *. p. 445.

^Smlth, op. c i t . . , I ,  75.

I b e r v i l l e ,  £ o . c i t . , p . 73.

®EIar&, op. c i t . , I I I ,  129.
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earth  in  the p o s it io n  in which he had la in  in  h is  m other^ 

womb*3. The corpse was sewed in to  a mat,^ or wrapped in  wfi 

red  c o v e r l e t . ” ^ In  New England, i f  a woman d ied  she was 

hu rled  in  or near her house and the su rv ivors  "removed th e ir  

d w e llin g  or gave over h ou sekeep ing ."4 In F lo r id a  a l l  were 

bu ried  excep t th e m edicine men, who were burned, and from 

th e ir  bones a powder was made which at the end o f  the year 
was mixed w ith  w ater as a d rink  fo r  h is  r e la t i v e s * 5 Ihe 

more im portant a fa m ily  was, the more e lab ora te  was the 

fu n e ra l,  the g i f t s ,  the address, and the fe a s t in g *

Champlain w r it e s  th a t graves were marked by a p iece 

o f  wood on which was ca rved , ru d e ly , the fa ce  o f  the one 

b u ried  th ere*  Plumes and tr in k e ts  ornamented the grave o f  a 

w a r r io r ;  a k e t t l e  or household implement was placed on the 

g rave  o f  a woman; a sm all bow and arrow marked where a ch ild  

l a y . 6

S p ec ia l b u r ia l  was g iven  by the Hurons to  the bodies 

o f  the drowned. The bodies were cut open and a po rtion  o f the 

f le s h  and the v is c e ra  were thrown in to  the f i r e .  This was a

•^Jouvency, o£. £ i_ t * , I I ,  9*

^C larke, op * c l t . ,  p« 63*

^Champlain, op. e i t * ,  p* 445*

^C larke, l o o * c i t *

5De Vaca, op. o l t * , p* 66*

^Champlain, on. c l t * , p* 179*
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s a c r i f i c e  to appease heaven, which Is  aga inst the race when­

ever anyone drowns* For ten days the mourners l i e  f l a t  on 

the ground, making no sound but o f  g r i e f ,  not approaching the 

f i r e  or e a t in g *  Then they must mourn fo r  the r e s t  o f the 

yea r*  I f  any p a r t  o f  th is  ceremony Is n eglected  future 

c a la m it ie s  w i l l  f a l l  upon the t r i b e . 1

There was noth ing  In the In d ian ’ s treatm ent o f the 

•-.ead to  o f  1 end the Europeans* I t  was unfortunate that they 

were e l l  heathen and condemned to  h e l l *

The su p e rs t it io u s  b e l i e f s ,  the legends and fo lk  ta les  

as they are lound in  the e a r ly  ch ron ic les  are o f g rea t in te r ­

e s t*  They w e ll i l l u s t r a t e  the u n iv e rs a lity  o f  men’ s explana— 

tio n s  o f the causes o f  na tu ra l th in gs* Hie la r g e s t  number 

Is  recorded  by Le Jeune; a few are g iven  by Champlain*

legends d e a lin g  w ith  the c rea t io n  are the most numer— 

oas* The Indians b e lie v e d  that lod  stuck arrows in to  the 

ground whence he drew fo r th  men and women*^ H arlo t w r ite s  

that Cod made women and then worked w ith  her to  b rin g  fo r th  

Id ren , and thus men were crea ted *^  A body o f  water figu res  

j.r, mosL o f  these ta le s *  One t e l l s  o f  a woman, A e ta e n ts lc * who 

 ̂e l l  irezn heaven* As she worked in  a f i e l d  she saw a dog pur­

su ing a -e a r , and she jo in ed  chase* The bear f e l l  in a deep

^•Jouvency, op . c l U . I I .  9.
‘ •Champlain, og . £ l t . ,  p. 112.

^ H a rlo t, o g . e l t . .  p. 26.
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h o le ;  the dog fo llo w e d ; A e taen ts lc  f e l l  a lso  and landed in  

deep w a ter. She was w ith  c h ild .  When the waters d r ied  up, 

the earth  appeared and became habitab le.^- Another legend 

t e l l s  o f  the r e s to ra t io n  o f  the world which had been destroyed 

by flo o d *

Messon, hunting w ith  lyn xes , in stead  o f  dogs, was 
warned that i t  would be dangerous fo r  the lynxes (h is  
b ro th e rs ) in  a c e r ta in  lake near the p lace  where he 
was. One day as he was hunting an e lk  h is  lynxes 
gave chase even in to  the la k e ; and . . . were sub­
merged • • • • A b ird  to ld  him that i t  had seen 
(h is  b ro th e rs ) th ere a t  the bottom o f  the lake  and 
that c e r ta in  animals or monsters he ld  them there*
He leaped in to  the w ater to  rescue them; but 
im m ediately the lake Increased  so p ro d ig io u s ly  th a t 
i t  inundated and drowned the whole ea rth . Then 
Messon, ve ry  much aston ish ed , gave up a l l  thought 
o f  h is  lynxes to  m ed ita te on c rea t in g  the w orld  anew.
He sent a raven to  f in d  a sm all p ie ce  o f  earth  w ith  
which to  b u ild  up another w orld* The raven was 
unable to  fin d  any, every th in g  being covered  w ith  
w a te r . He made an o t te r  d iv e  down, but the depth o f  
the water prevented him from go ing to  the bottom. At 
la s t  a muskrat descended and brought back some earth .
With th is  b i t  o f  ea rth  he re s to red  eve ry th in g  to  I t s  
co n d it ion . He remade the trunks o f  tre e s  and shot 
arrows aga in s t them, which were changed in to  branches. . . 
took vengeance upon the monsters which had taken h is  
hunters . . .  transform ed h im se lf in to  a thousand kinds 
o f  anim als. In sh o rt, the g rea t R es to re r , having 
m arried a l i t t l e  muskrat, had ch ild ren  who repeop led  the 
w o r ld .2

There is  another legend  about A e taen ts lc  d ea lin g  w ith  the 

c rea t io n  o f  the sun and the moon. The husband o f  A etaen ts lc  

dreamed that a t re e  in  heaven from which they  obta ined  most o f

^Le Jeune, op. c l t . , I ,  251. 

2I b ld . ,  I, 85.
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th e ir  fo o d , must be cut down, and he would be h ea led . She 

cu t the t r e e ,  to ld  the news to  her husband, and threw h e r s e l f  

In  a h o le .  As she f e l l ,  a t u r t le ,  r a is in g  h is  head above the 

w a ter , saw her and c a lle d  the other aqu a tic  animals in to  con­

fe r e n c e . The Eeaver r e fe r r e d  the m atter back to the t u r t le ,  

who sa id  th a t they should go to w ork, d iv e  to  the bottom o f  

the w a te r , bring up s o i l  and put on her back. So she f e l l  on 

an Is la n d . She had a daughter who at once had two boys who 

qu arre led  as they grew up* One o f  them, Ionskeha, used the 

horn o f  a stag as a weapon; the o th er , Taw lscaron, used the 

f r u i t s  o f  the w ild  rosebush. Ionskeha struck h is  brother so 

that b lood poured fo r th  and where i t  sp rin k led  the ea rth  

stones sprang up. Ionskeha k i l l e d  h is  brother w ith  a s ton e . 

Ionskeha Is  the sun and A e taen ts ic  is  the moon.1

There are o th er ta le s  o f n a tu re . There are two pro­

g e n ito rs  o f  the seasons who share the w orld , sp ringtim e and 

w in te r .2 The wind is  c a rr ie d  by a f i s h - l ik e  l i z a r d ,  and i f  

one is  caught he must be thrown back. In order to  Insure a 

good catch the f is h  nets are m arried to  two l i t t l e  g i r l s ,  s ix  

or seven years o ld ; then they w i l l  become fu l l .®  G ir ls  and 

women must not ea t the head o f  p ike o r th ey  w i l l  never bear

^Le Jeune, op. c l t . , I ,  252. 

2Ib ld ,  I ,  105. 

s I b ld . .  I ,  264.
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ch ild ren *^  When i t  is  too co ld  in  w in te r  to  hunt, a l l  the 

people torn in  summer must go out w ith  f i r s  and torches and 

throw them a t him who made w in te r .2 I f  meat is  taken in  hunt­

in g , care must be taken in  the r o a s t in g ,  fo r  i f  any fa t  or 

bones f a l l  in to  the f i r e  the Indian w i l l  never be ab le  to  

catch more o f  that anim al.^

A number o f  the legends dea l w ith  man’ s d isobed ience 

and h is  punishment by god#

F ive  men went toward the s e t t in g  sun and met God who 
asked them, ’Whither go y e ? ’ They sa id , ’We go in  
search o f  a l iv in g #  ’ God answered them, ’ Ye s h a ll 
f in d  i t  h e r e . ’ They went on w ith ou t re g a rd . God took 
a stone, touched two who turned to  ston e . He asked 
the o th ers , ’Whither go ye?* They answered as b e fo re .
God turned two in to  s ton e . The f i f t h  stayed and God 
gave him meat which he a t e .4

Another la  o f a c e r ta in  savage who r e c e iv e d  the g i f t  o f  immor­

t a l i t y  in a l i t t l e  package w ith  the in ju n c tion  not to open I t#  

But h is  w ife  was curious and d id  so . I t  a l l  f lew  away and 

s in ce  then men d ie .^

Champlain rep o rts  a legend o f  a man who shared h is  

p ipe w ith  God, who broke i t  but gave him a new one to  take to

^Le Jeune, op. c l t . , I ,  239. 

^Loc. c l t .

^Champlain, on. c l t . ,  p. 275. 

4Ib ld . ,  p. 110.

5Le Jeune, op. c l t #, I ,  104.



.

.

\



85

h is  k in g , saying he would want nothing# Because the k in g  lo s t  

the p ip e , he had found fam ine and other d is t r e s s .  Champlain 

adds, "Th is  seemeth to  be the cause why they say Cod Is  not 

v e ry  good."'*'

There Is  one more t a le  o f  na tu re . In  the beginn ing 

the w orld  was dry and a r id *  A l l  the w ater c o l le c t e d  under the 

arm pit o f a la rg e  fro g *  So I  oink aha made an in c is io n  under the 

f r o g ’ s armpit and the w ater came fo r th  and spread through the 

e a r th . Then the tu r t le  taught I  oink aha to m ke f i r e *  Imokaha 

had shut a l l  the animals In a cave but decided  to  l e t  them 

come ou t. He f i r s t  wounded each one in  the fo o t  w ith  an arrow . 

Only the w o lf  excaped the shot and th a t I s  why he is  so d i f f i ­

c u lt  to  c a tc h .2

There are a few legends o f  l i f e  a f t e r  death that in d i­

ca te  more than a mere b e l i e f  in  im m orta lity . One t e l l s  o f  a 

separate v i l l a g e  fo r  the sou ls  from each v i l l a g e  on e a r th , 

which l i e s  westward, e ig h t  leagues along a c e r ta in  road which 

a l l  must pass. On th is  Road o f  Souls is  a cabin where 

"P ie rc e -h ea d " l i v e s ,  who draws the brains from  the head o f  

e v e ry  man who has d ie d . Beyond is  a r i v e r  which is  guarded by 

a dog who jumps a t  the so u ls . Many f e l l  in  the water and are 

c a r r ie d  away. The v i l l a g e s  are l ik e  those o f  the l i v in g

■''Purehas, op. a l t * ,  p. 268.

^Le Jeune, jb£. c l t . * I ,  254.
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excep t that the sou ls  g r ie v e  and complain a l l  the tine,.

Souls o f  w arr io rs  k i l l e d  in  b a t t le  roam toge th er in a band 

and cannot go in to  the v i l l a g e s .  Souls o f  su ic id es  a re  out­

lawed, to o , and must wander to g e th e r .

There is  one la s t  legend o f the Canadian Ind ians, 

which shows h is  humor and Im agination :

Once upon a time a s ta r  f e l l  from heaven In  the form 
o f  a fa t  Goose. When they see a person fa t  and c o r ­
p u len t, they say, * Behold the fa l le n  s t a r . 1,2

Tru ly  these are not the b e l i e f s  o f  monsters but o f  men o f  a l l

the ages.

*̂Le Jeune, 0£. c i t » ,  I ,  pp. 256-258.

2Ib id . »  I ,  249





CONCLUSION

This survey has presen ted  many o f  the sources upon 

which the European o f  the s ix te en th  and seventeenth  cen tu ries  

based h is  conceDtion o f  the North American Indian* I t  has 

shown the in d iv id u a l and a lso  the group*

What kind o f man h r3 emerged from these e a r ly  accounts? 

He was t a l l ,  ^ e l l  b u i l t ,  w ith  dark s k in , b lack h a ir  and eyes . 

H is c lo th es  were s im p le, fash ioned  from n a tiv e  m ateria ls  $ he 

decora ted  h is  body w ith  gay c o lo r s ,  and hung beads and ea rrin gs 

upon h i& s o lf .  He was f r ie n d ly ,  generous, h o s p ita b le , brave 

and gay; above a l l ,  he was In t e l l ig e n t *

The communities were d is tin gu ish ed  by coopera tion  which 

was fo r  the b e n e f it  o f  a l l .  There was n e ith e r  extreme w ealth  

nor extrem e poverty* The few  laws were fundamental ones 

approved by a l l ,  not laws to  p ro te c t  the p rop erty  o f  the power­

fu l*  War was not waged to  extend t e r r i t o r y  as In  Europe*

The In d ia n 's  r e l i g i o n  Included a c re a t in g  good, and an 

e v i l  which must be o la ca ted *  His in te rp re ta t io n  o f  nature 

p a r a l le ls  the b e l ie f s  o f many ra c es .

I t  is  not su rp r is in g  that the seventeenth  and e igh teen th  

century European, oppressed by In ju s t ic e  and s o c ia l d iscr im in a ­

t io n s , surrounded by greed  o f  the pow erfu l, thought o f  the 

Indian  as a member o f an id e a l  s o c ie t y ,  and the Indian h im se lf

as a nob le crea tu re
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