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FOREWORD

The French and English material used in this survey was
secured in the New York State Library with the kind assis-
tance of Miss Mary Eyewater. The Spanish translations used
are from the Coronado Room of the Library of the University
of New Mexico.

To Dr* T. M. Pearce, who suggested this survey and
guided its course, thanks are given. To Dr. Dane F. Smith,

whose help was Inestimable, goes deep appreciation.
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INTRODUCTION— THE NORTH AMERICAN INDIAN AS PRESENTED IN

THE EARLY NARRATIVES

'he inhabitants of the newly discovered North American
continent were of great interest to contemporary Europeans*
What manner of creatures lived in this new lend? Were they
monsters? Were they men? A few Indians were brought back
to Europe by Columbus, by Cartier, and by Smith, but these
were seen by a limited number of the populace* The wide-
spread impressions of the natives came, therefore, from the
early writings, the chronicles, the reports, and the letters
of the explorers and the first settlers. It is from these
sources that the picture of the North American Indian was
created for the Europeans.

One point was settled by all the chroniclers* The
Indians were not monsters but men. By the middle of the
eighteenth century the Indians had been glorified in litera-
ture to the position of the "noble savage.** |Is there any
foundation for this conception to be found in the early
writings?

Each report is colored by the personality, the experience
and the aims of the man who wrote it. This fact was probably
overlooked by the European reader who accepted each opinion
as the truth brought to him by an eye-witness. Therefore,
this survey gives equal Importance to each account, present-

ing each as it was written and avoiding any interpretation.
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The facta about the Indians which appear in the
narratives are classified into three general divisions?

their appearance, their character, their customs#






PART |
THE APPEARANCE OF THE INDIANS

The appearance of the Indiana is based upon the
accounts of their stature, their features, their color, and
their dress# The first point to be discussed is that of
physical appearance.

The narratives agree that the Indians were well built
and taller than either the FrenchI or the English.’p A com-
parison with other tribes as well as with the English la
made by Smith when he notes that the Sa3quesahanough are
"such great and well proportioned men as are seldom seen for
they seemed like Giants to the English, yea, and to their
neighbors De Vaca writes that at a distance they seem to
be giantsThat some Indians were more handsome than others

in build and in feature is emphasized by Verrazano also in

NGiovanni de Verrazano, "Report to his most Serene
Majesty the King of France, 1524," Sailor *s Narratives of
Voyages along the New England Coast"TS24~IF2*4, p. 5.

AMartin Pring, "Account of voyage to Plymouth, 1603,"
Sailor™ Narratives of Voyages along the New England Coast

I5gFT6g4~P>"CT"--mmmmmmemmev - “ou

«ACaptain John Smith, Travels and Works [I16Q6-X630] ,
1, 54. -~ ~

~NCabezs de Vaca, The Journey of Alvar Nunez Cabeza de
Vaca (Fanny Bandeller, transTTTHp*3T7






4
his description of the two kings in Newport Harbor who were
"more beautiful in form and stature than can be/ described."A
Another comparison with the French is found in Father Blard?s
statement that the Canadian Indians were "about as a French-
man at 25 years—not pot-bellied, hunchbacked, or deformed.
Jjhere are) no gouty or Insane.n2 Jouvency attributes the
handsome appearance of the same tribes of Canada to their
height and vigorBrereton notes that the Indians of Vir-
ginia are tall.4* That the natives in the interior of the
country were also well built, gaunt, and of great strength
and agility is recorded by de Vaca,™ and confirmed by
Castaneda. Luxan comments upon the extreme health of the
Tlgua Indians, noting that there were no sick or cripples.7
Ribault writes of the natives in Florida; "The people live

~Verrazano, ojd. clt., p. 16.

2Pierre Biard, "Relation,” Jesuit Relations, |11, 75.

~NJoseph Jouvency, "An Account of the Canadian Mission
from the year 1611 until the year 1613," Jesult Relations,
I, 13-14.

4John Brereton, A Brlefe and True Relation of the Dis-
coverle of the North Part of Virpinij~7-r6T5"7~pT—¥X

~De Vaca, 0£. cit., p. 32.
~NCastaneda, "Narrative, 1540,” (G. P. Winshlp, trans.)

IT. S. Bureau of American Ethnology Report, 1892-93, Vol. 14,
2tn T .iN 8 [ ———mmmmm e

7Dlego Perez de Luxan, Expedition into New Mexico,
1582-83 (George ?. Hammond and Agapito Rey, trans.), p. 92.
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5
long and in great health* OIld men go without staves, run and
go like the youngest* Age only is known by wrinkles in the
face end the decay of spirit*There is a unanimity in the
reports upon the fine physique*

The Borth American Indian was no monster* Yet there
are two deviations from the normal reported* Bellegarde, who
summarized all the information about the native, writesj
"Their heads are four times as thick and larger than ours in
Europe* * e they are sword proof, and will break a Blade to
pieces."p Tonti*s comment upon the shape of their heads
also offers the explanation? "Savages have flat heads which
is considered a beauty among them the women taking pains to
flatten children” heads by means of a cushion which they put
on the forehead and bind with a band, which also fastens to
the cradle.”

The size of the countenance was a matter of interest.

Brereton notes their "broad visage," as does Verrazano*4

XJuan de Ribault, "Narrative," (1562) Historical Col-
lections of Louisiana and Florida, 11, 181.

2J. B. M. de Bellegarde, A General History of all
Voyages and Travels Throughout tHe~TITTnd"Ifew"World; p* 200*

Chevalier Tontl, "Memoir, 1693," Journeys of Rene
Robert Cavelier Sleur de la Salle, I, 18.

~Brereton, op* clt., p. 4.

Verrazano, op* clt*, p. 5.
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"Their faces are as hroad as a soup plate,T writes Tonti*l

"They are well countenanced,” Rosier reports***

There are conflicting opinions upon the eyes* Verra-
zano writes that they were Iarge.3 Plate Iv in The Book of
Virginia includes in the tabulation of* features, "small eyes*"4
Possibly the large eyes were more usual, for Jouvency states
that the Canadian standard of beauty praises small eyes* He
also states that turned up, protruding lips are desirable/c':
A "broad mouth" Is noted in The Book of Virginia, and
de Vaca notes that the Florida Indians perforated the under
lip and carried in it "a piece of cane as thin as half a
finger*"7 This may be a custom which grew up in an effort to
attain the protruding lips later admired in the north* Lack
of other comment upon the shape of the mouth and lips seems
to indicate that there was nothing unusual about them*

The average Indian was beardless, a thing which mad®

ATonti, loc* clt*

NJames Rosier, "A True Relation of the most prosperous
voyage made this present yeare 1605," Sailor9s Narratives *
p» L0

%

Verrazano, loc* clt*

4Som Picture » « * "at Frankfort, Imprinted by Ilhon
Wechal at Theodore <& Bry owne coast and charges Here-
after referred to as The Book of Virginia.

5Jouvency, op. clt*, I, 14*

~Book of Virginia, loc. clt*

7De Vaca, op* clt*, p. 65*






~
the "European appear monstrous to him.4* Champlain writes that
savages had no beards as they tore the hair out as fast as it
grew*”~ jouvency notes that "they detest a beard.Rosier
also comments upon their beardlessness, explaining that they
allow no hair to grow upon the face.4 Percy, however,
describes a savage "who was about 8 3core . . . his hair was
all grey with a reasonable bigge beard which was as white as
any snow. It is a miracle to see a Savage have any hair upon
their faces.18 Some Indians had thin black beards, Brereton
records.6 The color of the hair was usually black although
there are exceptions. "Their hair," writes Amidas, nla
black©, yet we saw children that had very fair chestnut
colored hair."*7 Luxan notes that some of the Picos women had

light hair.8 The Albino described by Villagra was an exception

4Bisrd, ££. clt., 111, 73.

NSamuel de Champlain, Works. Pt. 1, Bk. IIll, p. 91.

~Jouvency, loc. clt.

~Rosier, ojd. clt.. p. 114.

~George Percy, "A Discourse on the Planatation of the
Southern Colony In Virginia,"” in Purchas, Purohas his PII-
£ri_naee, p* Ixx.

~Brereton, op. clt., p. 11.

~"Amidaa, 1584, in Smith, op* clt«. 1l, 307.

8Luxan, op. clt., p. 27.
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than, as he is now.™

There is, however, a very great range of skin color
reported* Columbus states: "They are not black— save the
hair*"2 Verrazano writes that the Carolina natives are
"black—not much different from < « « Ethiopians.” S till
another chronicler notes that "the color of their skins is
strongly inclined to black; not one is seen whose skin is
white end yet nothing is so white as their teeth*" They
are "like a dark oIive";C the Florida natives are tawny"; _
"some were very fair, some Incline to white, some are tawny."I
To de Vaca they must have seemed dark, for he mentioned that
the southwestern natives were "whiter than any we had met

Q

. 8
until then"; "they are of color yellow*"™ Many narrators

believe that the Indian is naturally white* They are "browne

NCaspar Perez de Villagra, History of Hew Mexico
(Cilberto Espinosa, trans*), p. ISTI

2Christopher Columbus, "Letter to Santangel, 1493,"
Historical Collections of Louisiana and Florida* p# 150.

~Verrazano, op* clt* p. 5.

*LfAllemanfc, "Letter to Fr. Jerone L*Allemant, 1626,
Indians of North America, |, 205.

CBrereton, EE* clt*, p* 11*
°Hibault, on. clt*, IIl, 172.
7Verrazano, op* cit>, p. 15*
QDe Vaca, ££« clt*, p. 133*

9Amidas, loc. clt*
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9
when of any age, hut they are borne white#"'*' The Cape Breton
savages are white, "but the heat of the Sun, and rubbing Seal
oil and moose fat makes them swarthy."2 Pring classifies the
coloring as "swart, tawnie, or chestnut color—not inclined
by nature but accidentally*" The color of the akin evi-
dently interested Le Jeune particularly, for he compares it
to "those French beggars who are half-roasted in the Sun,
and | have no doubt that the Savages would be very white If
they were well covered."” Jouvency, also, compares them to
the French, writing that they have the same complexion, though
greased with fat and rancid oil#g The consensus of opinion Is
that the Indians were in color between black and white#

Face and body painting and tattooing is commented upon
and in some cases explained. "The Indiansl bodies are painted
red to keep the mosquitoes from biting." Captain John Smith
writess "Their heads and shoulders are painted with red roote.

Pocones braied to powder mixed with oyle * « e preserve them

from heat and cold.” Another interpretation is that the face
m"Smith, 0£. clt», |, 65#
~Le Jeune, "Relation, 1635," Indians of North America,
I, 233.

Pring, op# cit#, p* 59.
4Le Jeune, op* felt.,'l, 62#
5Jouvency, loc# cit#

~Percy, op. cit., p. Ivlii*
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painting is to frighten enemies and to hide their own feel-
ings as by a veil* A slightly different point of view is
found elsewhere in the statement that "he that is the most
gallant is the most monstrous to behold."X Ribault*s idea
is that it is self-expression, for he writes that they paint
their bodies and arms with "pretty devices" in assure, red,
and black, "as well and properly that the best painters of
Europe could not do better.” Perhaps the most interesting
description is that of Le Jeunes

It seemed to me | was looking at those maskers who
run about France in Carnival time. There were some
whose noses were painted blue, the eyes, eyebrows
and cheeks painted black, and the rest of the face
red; and these colors are bright and shiny like
those of our masks* others had black, red, and blue
stripes drawn from one ear to the mouth. Still
others were entirely black, except the upper part
of the brow and around the ears and the end of the
chin; so that It might have been truly said that
they were masquerading*»

Castsfteda compares the women of Opate to the women of Bar-
bary in their way of painting the chin and eyes.”®

Tattooing is closely allied to painting and is well

described as a 'permanent representation of animals or birds*"

xSmith, op. cit*, |, 67.
~Ribault, op. cit., I, 171.
Le Jeune, op. clt»» |, 62.

4Caste?lada, op. cit., p. 62.

5Jouvency, loc* clt*

5
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Percy records tattooing,” and Smith mentions it particularly*
NnWomen embroider legs, hands, breasts, and face with diverse
works artificially wrought into their flesh with black spotse™

Lack of comment upon eyebrows would seem to indicate
that there was nothing unusual about them. However, we find
the following exceptions s eyebrows were painted Vermillion
mixed with blackj® eyebrows were painted white;' eyebrows
were shaved with sharp stones.”

Hair dress varies in accordance with the custom of the
tribe observed* Jouvency reports that some shave the hair;
others cultivate it; some have half the head bare, either a
side or the back; some wear It up on the head while others
let it hang on the temple*0 Bellegarde states nthe male
Indians cut their hair* the Indians in the Carolines had

"thick black hair, not very long, tier! back upon their heads

~Percy, ££. clt., pp* Iviii, Ixx*

2

Smith, 0£. clt*, I, 66*

~Pierre Le Moyne D’'lberville, "Historical Journal or

Narrative of the Expedition made by order of his Majesty
Louis X1V, King of France, to Colonize Louisiana, 1698,r
Historical Collections of Louisiana and Florida, p. 72*
~Brereton, op. clt., p* 4*
~Bellegarde, op. clt*, p* 200*
~Jouvency, loc* cit*

~Bellegarde, loc* cit*






In the form of a little tart*”™ Along the coast of Maine
"the natives shave off their hair far up on their heads,
wear what remains very long, comb and truss it back in various
ways, very neatly. Intertwined with feathers which they attach
o]

to the head*” The men along the Conchoa River

cut their hair very short, up to the middle of their

heads and from there up they leave it two fingers

long and curl it with Iridium paint in such a way

that it resembles a small cap* They leave on the

crown a large lock of hair to which they fasten

feathers of white and black birds**
Braiding the hair "In the shape of a queue” is described;”
also braiding ”in four parts and trussed up about the head
with a small knot behind in which they stick feathers and

g

toys*” Long flowing hair is seen. Ribault notes long hair
trussed up with a lace made of herbs, to the top of the head*"
A distinction mentioned only by Rosier is that the married

men bind up their hair with a leather string in a long round

knot.0

~Verrazano, op. cit*» p. 5*
0Champlain, op. clt*, p. 74*
3Luxa/n, op. clt., pp* 57-58*
41bid., p. 72.

3:\Pring, op. clt., p* 57.
6Da Vacs, Op. clt*, p. 48*
7Ribault, 0£. cjlt*, 11, 175*

8Rcsier, op. clt-. p* 114*
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The moat elaborate hairdresa, however, Is this one of the
Cheveux Relevest
Their hair was elevated and arranged very high and
better combed than that of our countries beyond
comparison, however many irons and shapes the latter,
may use. This seems to give them a fine appearance.l
We find portrayed "a Weroan or great Lorde of Virginia" with
long hair bound up by a knot under the ears while the top of
the head, from forehead to nape Is cut short like a cockscomb.**
Among women the hair dress distinguishes maids from
wivesThe Indian women near San Marcisl wore their hair
"to their heads.”4 Women of Cibola gather their hair over
their ears, making a frame which looks "like an old fashioned
headdress.”"5 Some of the hair hangs in back and the rest ia
braided. One of the "Chleffe Ladyes of Secota" shows the
front of her hair cut short; the rest is not long, but is

"thin and soft and falls down about the shoulders." She wears

7
a wreath of flowers upon her head. The Plcos women wear

~Champlain, op. clt., p. 235.
2Book of Virginia. Plate 111.
5Percy, op. clt.. p. Ixxi.

A / .

Luxan, op. cit., p. 73#
CastaTleda, O clt#, p. 317«
c

Champlain, op. clt#, p. 90.

7
Book of Virginia, Plate lv.
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their hair "like the Spanish";1 the Zunifs, In "large puffs."2
It Is obvious from this survey that there was no uniformity
of hair dress among the North American Indians.

The accounts present the typical Indian as a tail,
well-built individual, with browsed skin, painted red, blue,
or black, a broad face, black eyes and black hair* How was
this Indian dressed?

The matter of dress Is one which la described in detail
by almost every narrator as it contributes greatly to appear-
ance* Nakedness, all or In part, is widely noted* Columbus
found the natives in the West Indies naked. Verrasano writes
that the savages along the Carolina coast were naked except
at the loins*4 Brer©ton writes that five of the Virginia
natives who greeted them were naked* De Vaca writes that
the Pueblo Indians, like the coastal tribes, are naked
Castaneda reports that the virgins of Tlguex and Cibola were

nude until they took a husband.7 And Biard states that the

~Luxan, ope clt*, p* 27.
2lbld., p. 89*

~Columbus, op. clt*, p* 147
4Verrasano, O£. Clt*, p* b*
~Brereton, op. clt*, p* 4*
SDe Vaca, op. clt*, p* 152*

7Castaneda, op. clt*, p* 523*
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women of tha Canadian tribes were less naked than the men®™*

Skins of the animals of the locality furnished most
of the material used for clothing. The costume of the
Indians on the Carolina coast is described as follows?
"About the loins are skins of small animals like martens
fastened to a girdle . .. to which they tie, all around the
body, tails of other animals hanging down to the knees."
A covering of hide is reported. There are "mantles and
aprons of Beereakinn2-breeches and leggings that reach to
the belt.0 Painted deerskin™ and "half sleeves of deerskin"*»
are found among the Pueblo Indians. Elsewhere one comes upon
tanned deerskin bodices over the breasts,p "loose deor skins,"

"leather aprons to the knees,deerskin with "furs close

NeElard, on. clt., IIl, 73.

2Verrazano, eg. clt., p. 5.

it

~Jouvency, op. clt., I, 14; Smith, op. clt., I, 66*

4ThomasHarIot, A brlefe and true report of the new
found land of Virginia and of the nature and manners of the
natural! InKabltants, "pT 24. ~! *

~Champlain, ojd. clt., lv, p. 310.
aDe Vaca, og. clt., p. 21.
"lbid., p. 157.

éiuxéh, op. clt., p. 57.

gRobert Jouet, The Third Voyage of Master Henry Hudson,
160", p. 3.

~“Pring, op. clt., p. 58.
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about the neck."* 'There are "mantles of Beaver or Deere
skins hanging to the knees and fastened on the shoulders
with leather—some with sleevesalso bear or beaver aklns®
and "bear skins like an Irish mantle over the shouldere"
Cowhide was used in the southwest.® A number of decorated
skins were used, "some embroidered with white beads, some
with copper, others painted after their manner."6 "The
Algongquins are clever at inventing designs and preparing
skins . . .with strips of porcupine quills dyed scarlet.”
Sometimes akin was painted in lace-like patterns.8

Cloaks of turkey feathers are reported at ZiaQ and

Cibola,*0 along the Hudson,** and in Virginia.*2 Cloth woven

*Brerston, O£. clt., p. 11.
0Rosier, op. clt., pp. 113-114.
Iberville, op. cit., p. 71.
Spring, op. clt., p. &8.
®Luxan, op. clt.. p* 57.
gSmith, op. clt., |~ 66.
7Champlain, op. clt., p. 311.
8Piard, op. clt.. p*x 33.
OLuxan, op. clt.. px 85.
~CastaYfe&a, op. cit+, p. 517.
**Jouet, op. clt*. px 3.

12Smlth, loc
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of cotton, prass, leaves, palm, yucca, bark, and moss'
is utilized* Although moat of the cotton cloth is found in
the southwest where eotbon was raised, Columbus notes that
the West Indian women weui- cotton covering,8 and Jouvency
reports a particolored cloth which might be cotton*9 After
contact with the Europeans we find an occasional description
of a savage in waistcoat and breeches "of black serge, made

after our sea fashions,” with hose and shoes on his feet*10

xPray Marcos de Nlza, "Discovery of the Seven Cities
of Cibola” (Percy M* Baldwin, trans.), History of New Mexico*
I, 19j Castaheda, loc clt.; Gallegos, "Relation of~TKe
Rodriguez Expedition to New Mexico" (G. P. Hammond and
Agapito Rey, trans. and ed.), p. 27.

2 .f
) “ ... the common sort use grass and leaves of trees,"
Smith, loc. clt*

Loc. cit.; Columbus, 0£. clt.3 p. 147.

4Hernando d'Escalante Fontenado, Memoir on the Country
and Ancient Indian Tribes of Florida," Historical Collections
of Louisiana and Florida, 11, 237.

‘Luxan, 0£» clt., p* 89.

e
Jouvency, op. clt*, 1, 14; Cloakes were made "by

women of the bark or tEsTmulberry tree." (Tonti, op* clt*, I, 21.)

‘'The moss used *[tows on cedar and other trees." (Ribault,
op* clt., Il, 172.) Spanish moss was described In various ways.
Yt was called, "plants which hang down from branches of trees’l
(Verrazano, o£. cit., p* 11); "a kind of wool that grows on
trees5 (de Vaca, op* cit*, p* 71); and, more accurately, "moss
that resembles wool" (Fontenado, loc* clt*)*

QColumbus, OE£. clt*, p. 147.
9Jouvency, op. clt., I, 14-15.

10Rrereton, op* cit., n. 4.
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The possession of European clothing was one of distinction,
for it was the chief who greeted d*lberville who wore a cloak,
blue stockings and e red cravat which had been given to him
by Tonti when the latter was searching for La Salle.~ Father
Biard writes that the natives willingly wore all French
clothes, for which they traded, except trousers which "placed
them in chainse" By 1620, however, trading between the
French and the Indians had provided the latter with French
capes for summer and bed-blankets for wear in winter* occa-
sins, of hide or fur, were the customary foot covering*

Belts and sashes were important, and generally worn*
Biard writes that the distinction in dress between young men
and young women was according to the way of wearing the belti
the women were girdled both above and below the stomach. 34
Hand painted and embroidered shirts, "that are very charming,”
and blankets worn "after the fashion of Jewish women" are
described by Gallegos in the pueblos.”

In spite of the evidence that the Indian wore clothes,
even before the advent of the European, in keeping with the

climate and natural resources, the impression has persisted

"D~™berville, op* clt,, p* 70.
o]

Biard, op* eft., 111, 33*
3lbld.. p. 73.

4
Gallegos, ££. cJLt., p* 27.
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to this day that the only dress of the North American Indian
Is a few feathers in the hair*

The Indians apparently delighted in all sorts of orna-
ments* A headdress of one kind or another is quite commonly
/
reported from a simple garland to an elaborate feather cover-
ing* "Some wear garlands similar to birds’ feathers," writes
Verrazano. Later he notes that they had ornaments on their
heads composed of braids of hair "which do hang down upon
their breasts « * * - Others wear different ornaments such
as the women of Egypt and Syria."1l Rosier writes:
One wore a kind of Coronet about his head, made cun-
ningly of substance like stiff hair colored red,
broad and more than a handfull in depth. Probably a
sign of his superiority as he would not exchange It..*
[others wgre] white feathered skins of fowl around
the head.
Champlain describes a headdress as:
. e a tuft of hair up behind tied with eel-skin
as a band, or sometimes a plate a foot square fas-

tened to it, covered with wampum hanging down
behind.3

4 5
WO find "feather brushes" and "Fowles feathers."” Captain

John Smith notes feather headdresses of "whole skins of hawks

NeVVerrazano, op. clt.* p. 5*
2Roaier, op. eit,., p. 132*
XChampIain, op* cit** p. 313.
*De Vaca, op. clt** p* 21.

5Percy, O£. £*£e* P* [Xiv*
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or strange fowl®” with wide spread wings, or a wing of a
bird, or a large feather with a Rattell* He continues with
a description: "These Rattella are somewhat like the shape
of a Rapier but lease, which they take from the tale of a
snake*Later he mentions "heads bedecked with white down®©
of Birdse"23%

Earrings were generally worn, "by men and women*'/
There is also some mention of piercing of the nostrils:
"they sometimes pierce nose and ears and suspend pieces of
coral or ornaments and wood of peculiar quality and shape";
on their ears was a small copper plate with which they wipe
the sweat from their bodies*”g We find copper earrings, "in
the Orientalmanner";6 "turquoises from noses and ears";V
"ears fringed with beads*”p That the size of the hole in the

ear was important Jouvency notes: "the larger the hole the

Smlth, * clte, X, 66*
2lbld.. 11X, 400.
®Jouvency, op. clt., I, 15.
4D’IberviHe, op* clt*, p* 77*
~Rlbault, 0O£. clt.. 11, 178.
°Verrazano, 0£* cit*, p* 14.
~De Nlza, op. clt*, I, 19.

AChamplain, op. clt*, p* 236*
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more beautiful.” Not only were stones hung In the ears, but
also "fowles legs™~and snakes:

Some of the men wear In their ears small green and

yellow snakes, one nearly one half yard long, which

crawling and lapping her selve about hia necke,

often times familiarly would Kiss his lips.
A dead rat tied by the tall, and the dried hand of an enemy
were also acceptable ornaments.3

Necklaces and chains were the most common adornment.

Chains of wampum are described by Champlain™ as well as by
Smith.5 The women were ornamented with chains, gewgaws,

and finery,” writes Biard.6 Necklaces of turquoise,7 of gold,8

of copper,9 and of copper and silvelrrjare reported* A less

~Jouvency, loc* clt*

©

Percy, op. clt., p* IXxiv.
3Smith, loc* cit*

~Champlain, op. clt.. p. 313.

5Smith, 0£. cit., 1l, 400*
6Biard, ££. cit., I11l, 73.
~

De Nisa, op. clt*, 1, 19.

8”Necklaces of Pieces of Gold fastened together with
Cotton Strings,” Bellegarde, og. cit., p. 200.

~*Red copper chains of many hollow pieces cemented
together, 10 or 12 on a string,” Brereton, op. clt., p* 9.

A""Hanging around their neck a round plate of re mcop-
per and a smaller silver one in the middle of it,” Hlbault,
op* clt., 11, 178.
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understandable decoration is described by Champlain:

Women swarm to meet the returning victorious canoes

to receive the scales which they hang around their

neck like a chain.”%1
Smith describes a Sasquesahanough who wore a bear”™ paw on
his heart; another had "the head of a Woolf hanging in a
chana for a Jewell."2

Collars are occasionally worn:

e e * a3 handfull broad, all hollow pieces of copper,,
400 in a collar, very fine and evenly set togethere

Ribault*s note of a collar of gold and pearls "as large as

n

H H 1’4 H - "
acorns hanging from it is unique as "copper was more

esteemed than gold”5 and rarely are pearls mentioned*" While
bracelets were common they are less frequently described than
earrings or beads. However, we find belts and bracelets "from

. . . Iy
Venus shell or porcupine quills" in Jouvencyfs account: copper2

N-Champlain, £p. cit.. p. 105.

2Smith, ojp. cit.. |, 54.

~Rrereton, opacit. p. 9.

4Ribault, 0£. cit.. I, 77.

~Verrazano, op» cit.. p. 14.

~Book of Virginia. Plates III, IV, and VIl show pearl
earringse In"TlaEe vt wa younge gentill woeman doughter of
Secotie [wearsj a string of pearls with copper or bone between

each bead."

‘Jouvency, op* cit., I, 1$%.
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bracelets, and bracelets of "little white round bone on a
leather string."O In writing of the Indians of Plymouth,
Pring mentions a breastplate of brass, one foot long and one
half foot broad.

This survey Indicates that the Indian was a creature
not unlike the European: darker in color, better built, with
black hair and eyes, wearing fewer clothes than the Europeans,
painting his face and body gay colors, and hanging ornaments
of one kind or another upon himself* The next consideration
is of his character: how did he differ from the men of

Europe? Was he savage or was he gentle? Was he to be feared

or to be embraced? What manner of man was he?

"Dflberville, op. clt*, p. 72.
P

rt
spring, op. cit., p. 56.

Rosier, aop. cit., p. 132; Champlain, ££. clt., p# 313.






PART 11
CHARACTER AND MANNERS

The consensus of opinion establishes the Indians,
upon first contact with the Europeans, as singularly gentle,
friendly, and generous* This opinion Is shown by the follow-
ing: "they are gentle, courteous, and good natured";™ friendly;®

civil and merry;” of good disposition;™ extremely friendly;»
not bellicose;® gay . « * hate a churlish disposition;7 peace-
fuI;Qhappy disposition;’g kind and not cruel < « < faithful

friendsaffable, courteous and well disposed;® great

Nlbault, 0£. cit., I, 171.

~Pring, ££. cit., p. 62; Biard, ££. cit., |1, 27.

~Rosier, op. cit., p. 114.

A

AChamplain, op. cit*, p. 91.

~NCaptain Gabriel Archer, "Relation of the Discovery
of our River 21 May--22 June, 1607," in Smith, op. clt»,p. xII.
Also, Jouet, op. cit., p. 19.

~ALuxan, op. cit., p. 47.

7Samuel Clarke, New England Described and the Planta-
tion thereof by the English, p. 4*7.

~Jouvency, O£. cit., I, 12*
~Biard, op. cit.# HI# 73.
~CastaSteda, 0O£. cit., p. 528.

N"Clarke, loc. oit.
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. 1 . 0
friends; very friendly.

Their generosity Is attested to: Iliberal and generous.
they relieve the poverty of the unfortunate;5 generous and not
malicious;4 "when not fearful, open-handed and liberal with
all they possess";5 very generous;6 generous with everything

. 7 . . . .
(except wife). Biard praises their generosity:
They share ell their good fortunes even with the
French, though they know the latter give little
away to them.8

Their hospitality was noted generally, te Jeune writes
that they always gave their best,9 and in more detail as
follows:

You can lodge where you please for this Native above all
others is exceedingly hospitable towards all sorts of
persons, even toward Strangers; and you may remain as

long as you please, being always well treated according
to the fashion of the country

*~Brereton, op. cit., p. 9.
2Verrszano, op. cit., p. 9.
3Jouvency, op. cit.., X, 12-13.
4Biard, or. cit., IIl, 73.
°Ccluabus, on. cit.B p. 148.
6Verrezano, op. cit., p. 16.
Clarke, loc. cit.

SBiard, og. cit., I, 27.

QLe Jeune, 0jg. cit., I, 231.0

10l1bld, p. 218.
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Archer’s party was entertained "with much Courtesey© in every

De Vaca’'s narrative gives the following account of his treat-
ment in Florida: Against the advice of others who had been
to New Spain and thought that the Spaniards might be sacri-
ficed, de Vaca asked the sympathetic Indians to take them
to their dwellings, which they did, and then provided fires,
built huts for their protection, and carried the Spaniards
who were too weak to walk on the journey.”
Biard’s conanents contrasting the savage and the French
temperament shows the former in an Interesting light:
Their days are nothing but pastime* They are never In
a hurry* Quite different from us, who can never do
anything without hurry and worry; worry, | say, because
our desire t"pannlzes over us and banishes peace from
our actions*'
Brereton writes that the Indians "were fearless of other’s
harms as Intending none themselves.” Hudson’'s Judgment was

that "if the natives are well treated as well disposer, they

should be all right.”5

Archer, 0£. cit., p» xI1lii.
*De Vaca, o0o. clt., p. 60.

3Biard, op. cit., 111, 85.
~Brereton, op. clt_.t p. 10.

~Jouet, op. cit., p. 19.
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That the natives were timid Is mentioned by Smith,*
by Columbus,* and by Ribaalt:
If any rude or vigorous means should be used towards
these people, they would fly hither and thither
through the forest « < * and abandon their habitations. O
Yet their endurance and bravery Is emphasized even more.
Cartier admires their hardiness In coming to the ship In the
coldest weather naked, "which seemeth Incredible to them that
have not seen It." They are fearless In the face of death;0
they never flinch ;6 they endure all trials with cheerfulness
and patience;!r they have great ability to stand hunger,
thirst and cold.®
Blard writes of the deep concern which the Indians
felt when they discovered that they had betrayed the I”*ench to

the Ihgllsh, thinking that the latter were their friends

He also speaks of the deep feeling which brought about the

ASmith, ££. clt., |, 66.
~AColumbus, op. clt., p. 148.
~Ribault, op. clt., II, 179.

4Jaques Cartier, "The First Relation of Jaques Cartier
of San Male, 1534," Early English and French Voyages, p. 75.

5Blard, op. clt., Ill, 69.

g

Clarke, op. clt., p. 47.

i)

‘Jouvency, od. clt., I, 12-13.

®De Vaca, op. clt., p. SO.

®Blard, ojd. clt. 111, 27.
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death of a young man from grief at losing his wlfe*® But,
tears are only noted by de Vaca. He recalls that often when
Indians meet, before they speak, they weep for half an hour,
and sometimes part without a Word*2 A longer excerpt is as

follows s

Upon seeing the disaster we had suffered, our misery
and distress, the Indians sat down and all began to
weep out of compassion for our misfortune e« ¢ < they

wept so loud and so sincerely that it could be heard
far away*

Verily, to see beings so devoid of reason, so untutored,
so like unto brutes, yet so deeply moved by pity for us,
it increased my feelings and those of others in my com-
pany for our own xalsfortur e*$
Early chroniclers note the Indian’s gaity and lightness
of spirit, his humor and his laughter: gay;™ very merrie;®
great friends with silly laughter;® civil and xnerryj® very

talkative and ready jesters; they punish thieves by ridicule

and derision;® a new Sagamore is set up with much Jesting,B

*~Blard, op* clt*. 111, 59*
oDe Vaca, op* clt** p* 32*
Slbld.. p. 59.

~Le Jeune, op. elt.. I, 228.
’C\Clarke, loc* clt*
AChamplain, op. clt*, p* 110*
7Rosier, op. clt*, p* 114*

®Jouvency, loc. cit*
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a "Sagamochin";1 a lover dare not give a sign of passion or
he becomes a laughing stock.2 Derision is also noted by
Blard's comments on their habit of calling attention to any
physical defect either of the French or the Indiana, and call-
ing the man by a nickname indicating his defect, as "One-eye,”
or "Flat-nos®©."~ Sometimes their craftiness will shade into
a jest as narrated by Pring of the attacking party who, when
they saw a mastiff charging them, turned off the attack "as a
jest and sport and left In a friendly manner."4 There is a
grim quality In some of their humorj for Instance, In
Villagra”~ account of the night at Puarai when the Spaniards
were placed In a newly whitewashed room which, as the walls
dried, revealed murals depicting the manner of death of three
Spanish priests.~' Another episode described by VlIllagra shows
the childishness of their humor:

A human figure appeared with ears about half a

yard in length with a long snout, and a tail so long

that it dragged on the ground. This figure stood

menacing our men with bow and arrow and leaping about

with antics such as our men had never witnessed before..*

the sergeant recognized that it was an Indian attempt-

ing to frighten the men so theyfd flee and he*d take
the baggage.

~mBiard, op* cit., Ill, 89*
21fcld.. 111, 91.
3lbid. 111, 73.

~“Pring, of£. elt«, p. 62.

®V1lldgra, op. clt.. p. 142.
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'Hie Spaniards pretended to be afraid as he makes faces and
gestures, until one seizes him and snatches off the mask*
The Indian was very humiliated at the discovery. lhe
Spaniards put him in a good humor, however, before he left
them.»

Another side of the North American Indian is presented
in the chronicles. "Lazy, treacherous, cruel, revengeful,
thieves, and liars" are characterizations also applied.

Some tribes are said to be cannibals*OYet quite the
other point of view is presented by de Vaca: five Christians
on the coast became so desperate that they ate each other,
until only one was left; the Indians were in an uproar about
it? when a number of the natives fell ill they decided that
it was the evil of the Spaniards that had brought a curse
upon them.

Their gluttony is noted.4 "They are altogether
savage* From morning urtil night they have no other thought
than to fill their stomachs*'~ Their habit was to eat in

excess when there was plenty and to starve when that was gone.

~“Villagra, or> cit*, p. 151.

~Columbus, op. cit., p. 151; Percy, op. cit., p« lvlii;
Clarke, op. cit., p. 34.

®De Vaca, op. cit., p. 64.

4Le Jeune, op. cit., I, 231; de Vaca, op. cit., p. 90.
c -

L "Allemant , op. cit., 1, 56*
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Champlain comments upon their improvidence* and notes with
satisfaction that the Plymouth Indians know how to preserve
food in holes. Castehads reports that the plains Indians
dry meat cut in thin slices, then grind it to a powder for
soup, although ordinarily they eat raw flesh and drink blood*”
flne pueblo Indians, however, had large cellars, granaries,
and pantries.®

Clarke observes that the Indians "are wedded to idle-
ness";® yet he makes an exception of the industrious Karra-
gansetts*® Le Jeune finds them all lazy.~ Stealing Is
another characteristic.~ Luxan writes; "They covet iron
very much and whenever they can steal some they do not post-

pone it till the next day."”

~Champlain, 0£. clt., pp. 60-62.
2lbid., p. 410.

~NCastenada, op. clt., p. 528.
*Luxan, op. clt., p. 75.
~Clarke, ojd. clt., p. 42.
6lbid.. p. 34*

'‘Le Jeune, op. clt., I, 251.

°Jouet, op. cit., p. 16; de Vaea, op. clt., p. 90f
Smith, op. clt.,

SLuxan, op» clt., p. 75.
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Along the Massachusetts coast they are:

e o o great thieves# they steal with their hands and

feet. But if they had anything to exchange they

would use it and not ateal
Le Jeune writes of the Hurons:

e » o gamblers, traders and above all thieves. They

are very skilfull at stealing and usually not for

utility but Just to show superior intelligence**
Cruelty seems to be an accepted rather than & proved trait”®
(except in war). The women were more cruel than the men,
more clever at devising tortures.™ Both Biard™ and de Vaca®
call them revengeful. Le Jeune writes that their desire for

revenge is so intense that they

eat the lice upon them not because they like them
but to avenge themselves upon those that eat them.T

That they were liars and boasters is alao claimed.”

~Champlain, o£. cit., p. 91.
Jeune, op. cit.. 1, 95*

R
Verrazsno, op. clt.# p. 21f de Vaca, 0£. clt., p. 170;

Jouvency, op. clt», I, T57
4Champ|ain, 0j). cit, p. 117.
5Biard, ££. cit., Ill, 24.
%e Vaca, op. cit.. p. 122.

Jeune, ££. cit., |, 64.

QChamplain, op. cit., p. 51% de Vaca, op. cit.y
pp. 90, 138; Biard, op. cit.. IIl, 38.
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"Savages would tell a lot of nonsense,” writes Blard.*1 Some
of the deception may have been In self-defense, or for crafti-
ness. The Indians assured the Spaniards that the seven
cities, and the gold that they sought were only a little way
off. When the Indians saw that Hudson was departing, they
broke their bows and arrows and burned them as they thought
he feared them. Hudson thought it showed them to be good
people. A suspicious interpretation might prove the contrary.

It can be seen from this survey that almost every
trait mentioned as good finds its contradiction in another
report. The conclusion is that generalisations about the
Indian are as unreliable as about any nation. Yet the weight
of the evidence was for excellence of character, at least
upon first contact with the white man. On one point, however,
there is unanimity. The Indian was intelligent* Columbus
writes of the West Indians that they were very ingenious, not
stupid.™ Champlain notes their good Judgment and Intelligent
repliesThey are of good Invention, quick understanding

and ready capacity."» "They are acute in mind."5 "Ingenious

~Biard, op. cit., 111, 195.
2Co|umbus, 0 cit.» p. 149.
Chamoisin, loc. cit.
~Hosier, cm. cit.» p. 114.

~Verrazano, op. cit., p. 6.
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in tools—yet excellent of wit.” Father Biard, whose efforts
were to teach the Indian deplores his inability to grasp
abstractions,2 but praises his excellent memory for material

&

things, and his good judgment. Jouvency writes?

None are stupid or sluggish as shown in their fore-

sight in deliberation and fluency in speaking* Their

peroration Is so excellent that it often excites admira-

tion of experienced speakers.4
The same chronicler describes their refusal to believe in
punishment by eternal fire?

They said there could be no fire without fuel and

what forest would sustain fire for so long. This

absurd reasoning had so much influence over the

minds of the savages that they could not be per-

suaded of the truth of the gospel.
At last, however, the priest took some sulphur which the
Indians examined and admitted was earth. Grains of this were
put upon live coals where they burned with bad odor* After
several demonstrations of this the Indians believed that hell

5

fire could burn without wood. That the southwestern Indiana
could learn by experience is shown by their distrust of the

Spaniards after the latter broke their word to the Tiguaa In

1540* Their intelligence Is further shown in their reasoning

"“Harlot, op. eft*, p* 25*

2Sl&rd, OE£. pit.. I1l, 195.
51bid.. 111, 73.
~Jouvency, og. clt.. I, 13.

S5ibia.» i, 17-ie.
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that as Pray Santa ?!aria had been Kkilled, so the Spaniards
were not immortal, and all could be killed. Le Jeune writes:
"They are at no disadvantage with the French,” and goes on to
cite an example that they disguised their language by adding
a syllable to each word in order to confuse the minds of those
whom they did not wish to understand their speech.™ Jouvency
emphasizes their desire for harmony that makes them assent to
whatever they are taught, but. to cling to their own beliefs*”

Other examples of their Intelligence are shown In
their form of government and some social customs which will
be discussed in their place* A summary of their character
and their philosophy would seem to establish a native
intelligence: "They believe that happiness consists in calm
composure of mind*

As manners and characteristics are closely allied, it
is of interest at this point to discover what the early chroni-
clers noted* Indians never walk while they are conversing,

for it is considered disgraceful and arrogant to do so* All

V,allegos, op* clt*, p* 38«
~Le Jeune, op. clt*, 1, 233
~Jouvency, 2o clt*, 1, 13.
~Loc» clt*

5lbid., 1. 16.
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talking and bargaining is dona while sitting,* usually "under
tobacco fumes.Pine smoking was a most important ceremony*®
and the ripe was oassed from one member of the group to another.”
"hey used tobacco like incense.”

Dflberville notes a number of times that the Indians
in Louisiana came to greet the F'rench, dancing and singing:
Singing a song of peace, extending their hands towards
the sun and rubbing their stomachs as a sign of admira-
tion and Joy.
After Joining us they placed their hands upon their
breasts and extended their arms over our heads as a
mark of friendship.®
Percy writes that the king, surrounded by men, approached
playing on a flute mad®© of reed.” To show astonishment they
placed the hand flat across the mouth.® Their manner of

speaking is very deliberate, In council as well as out. They

stop suddenly, reflect a while, and then speak again.® To

*Ribault, op. clt., II, 117.
2Eiard, og. ci/Zt., I, 117.
®Dflberville, of£. clt., p. 73
Biard, loc. clt.
A"D'lberville, op. clt., p. 82
6lbid., pp. 47, 62, 73, 93.
~Percy, op. clt., p. Ixv.
8Jouveney, OE. clt., I, 18.

~Champlain, op. clt., p. 110.
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express thanks they "cried three times, rhow, how, how,*
and elevated their hands, a practice not observed when making
presents to each other.Smith, in describing the Sasque-
sehanough, writes that their great voices are in proportion
to their build, for they "sound from them as it were a great
voice in a vault, or cave, as an Ecchc.”

At table the host sits apart and neither eats nor
drinks with the guests. There is nc conversation while they
©at.* LfAllemant writes that they were very dirty about their
eating.- Specifically, they use the shaggy back of a dog to
wipe their hands upon, and grease from fatty foods they wipe
upon their hair. That these habits were not shared by the
Picos seems evident from Luzon*s comment that they are "clean
and tidy and do not smell as the other nations.”'

One observation upon the manners of an Indian woman
is made in the statement that the Indian sat quietly by while
the sailors made her husband drunk, "as any European woman

would

ASmith, op. clle, |, 54.
Iberville, op. c31., pp. 84-85.
~Champlain, op. clt.« p. 110.
"Allemant, od» clt., I, 56.
°Jouvency, ojj* clt., I, 16.
6lbid., 1, 15.

~Luxan, op. clt., p. 73.
~Jouet, ££- clt., p. 8.
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Each chief had his own mark. Plate XXIIlI In the
Book of Virginia shows a number of the marks of Virginia
chiefs. Champlain contributes the detail that friendly
chiefs exchange marks and leave signs of passage by their
usej they notify each other when they change the marks as
they do from time to time.”

It is difficult to draw a sharp line between manners
and customs as the latter are simply an expression of the
former|] therefore manners will be discussed In relation to

relevant customs.

eA"Champlain, £r>. clt., pp. 82-84.






PART 111

CUSTOMS

The type of habitation of the North American Indian
was determined by the local building material and the cus-
toms of the tribe* "The nomads wander in winter in the woods,
In summer by rivers where they fish; others live In villages."1
The migratory tribes are generally reported to have used mats
for walls or roofs and to have carried these from place to
place.2 Palm leaves,3 bark,4 reeds,5 husks,6 skins,7 moss
or branches8 over a framework of split logs or saplings,

arranged in a circle with a center hole for the smoke to

escape, made the usual shelter. Biard writes of houses built
~Jouvency, ££. clt*, I, 7.
ASmith, op. clt., |, 67; Verrazano, op. cit., p. 19;

de Vaea, ££. clITV, pp. 91, 143; Biard, op. cTt.TTIIl, 77;
Champlain, ££. clt., p. 413.

3
D' lberville, od. clt., p. 47; Castafteda, op. clt.» p.515.

4Biard, loc. clt.: Champlain, o>* clt., p. 76; Smith,
loc. clt.; Jouvency, loc. clt.; Jouet, op. clt., p. 18*

) 5Ribault, op. clt., Il, 180; Champlain, op* clt*, p* 88;
Biard, loc. clt.

6Champlain, 0£. cit*, p. 413.
g
Biard, loc. clt*; Jouvency, loc. clt.

8Jouvency, loc. clt.
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broad and long for air, which are unusual.”- Tontl notes mud
cabins with cane mat roof*™ Every Spanish chronicler reports
that the construction in the southwest was of adobe, rock,
and timbers* Permanent villages are reported in Canada and
along the coast of Massachusetts, and "large cabins sur-
rounded by palisades of rather large trees placed side by
side of each other, in which to take refuge from enemies*”™*
In Virginia there were "small towns, 10, 12 or 20 houses,
the greatest 30*"&# Smith’'s enumeration Is somewhat larger as
he sees villages of from ”2-100 houses together or but a
little separated by groves of trees."6 There were also vil-
lages in Florida,l and in the southwest*®

"There are no tables or chairs upon which to sit,"

writes Jouvency, and that is the usual report, for mats were

1Biard, on. cit., IIIl, 77*
~Tonti, ££. cit*, 1, 20.
6Champlain, on. eit** pp. 87, 175.
41bid., p. 76.

~Harlot, op* cit*, p. 25.

6Smith, ££. cijt., |, 67*

~De Vaca, op* clt*, p* 45*

6Xbld*, p. 150; Gallegos, op. cit., p. 25? Luxan, op.
cit*, p*~7S7

~Jouvency, op. cit*, I* 15*
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generally used. Purs and skins were used for beds.-*- An
exception In furnishing Is noted by Rlbault;

One house had seats around the wall of reeds which
served for beas and benches. They were two feet
from the ground on niliars painted red, yellow and
blue, and pollshed*2
Both Champlain3 and D’'Iberville4 describe beds raised from
the floor and covered with mats. The Canadian Indians
covered the floor of the hut with fir, to keep out dampness,
and used their luggage as pillows*”

The picture drawn of the Indian house and village is
extremely simple* The startling exception Is found in the
descriptions of the pueblos of the southwest, Luxan describes
the pueblos with houses of mud, built by hand, walls like
small adobes half a yard wide? there are upper and lower
floors and they have bed rooms. They climb to the upper
floors by means of "moveable hand ladders and the lower* part
of the pueblo can be dominated from above”j they have large

cellars, and In the lower part they have the granaries, pan~

tries, and kitchens*~ Gallegos adds to the picture that the

-*-Jouet, op, cit,, p, 18] Biard, loc, clt, % Champlain,
op, cit., p. 417; Jouvency, loc* cit*

2RIbault, 0£, cit., 11, 180*
AChamplain, loc* cit*
"D'lberville, op. cit*t p. 50.
3Biard, od. cit*. IIIl, 77.

ALuxan, op, cit*. p. 78.
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houses were square, well planned, whitewashed in the Interior
and decorated with murals** The report of these rich villages
was widespread. Lescarbot, writing in 1613 on the missions In
New France, says;

The farther we penetrate into the country the more we
find It Inhabited; so much so that (if we can believe
the Spaniards) in a country called New Mexico, a long
distance to the southwest of the Iroquois, there are
regularly built cities and houses of three or four
atories, and even domesticated cattle, where they have
named a certain river Rio de las Vaccas or Cow River,
because they saw a large number of them grazing on its
bankse And this country is more than 500 leagues
directly to the north of Old Mexico, being near, |
believe, the end of the great lake of the river of
Canada which (according to the Savages) is a thirty
dayfs journey in length.*

The few references to agriculture in the east are found
in connection with the permanent villages. Champlain is
impressed by cultivation of the soil, "something we have not
hitherto observed," along the coast of Maine. The ground is
broken by "an instrument of very hard wood, shaped like a
spade." The crop consists of Indian corn, beans, squash,
pumpkins, tobacco, white nuts and grapes.3 The Canadian
group felled and burned the trees so the soil was easily

turned up and "the maize planted grain by grain aa it is in

*Gallegos, op. clt., p. 25.

NLescarbot, "Relation Rerum Sestarum in Nova Francica
Missioniom Anni 1613-1614," Jesuit Relations, 11, 87*

AChamplain, op. cit., p. 75* More fruits and roots
"unknown to the French" are noted by Ribault In Florida
(0£. clt., 11, 174).
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Florida."1 Buffalo bones are used to break up the ground In
Louisiana.”

Dogs were the only tame animals which the Indians had.
~hey served variously as pets, food,3 and beasts of burden.4
Smith writes that the dogs were unable to bark,5 and Purchas
reports that they “walked by troups, and endangered the cattle
no less than wolves."5

The North American Indians had never seen horses until
they were brought into the southwest by the Spaniards. These
strange creatures Inspired a great fear in the natives, a
fear which was exploited by the Spaniards*»

With the single exception of the pueblo Indians, women

were “the beasts of burden, the slaves and the laborers."8

AChamplain, op. clt.. p. 174.

2D»lberville, op. clt.. p. 174.

3ttThey killed a fat dog for food,"” Jouet, 0£. clt.»
p. 18. "Dog is delicious to Hurons and shameful to Montagnes,"
Le «*eune, ©£. clt.. I, 235. Also, Champlain, op. clt., p. 51.

4aallegos describes dogs with pack saddles, and halters,
tier together like a pack train traveling three or four
leagues a day. Cd. clt., p. 32.

5Smith, op. clt., |, 60.

~Samuel Purchas, Purchas his Pilgrimage, p. Ixx.

7Vlllagra> op. clt., 167; Castaneda, op. cit., pp. 488,
546; de Vaca, O£. c | t p. 122.

8Jouvency, op. clt., 1, 17.






Prom Canada to Florida, from the sea coast to the plains
women did the work. "I saw bread made by their women," Percy
writes, "which doe all the drugerie."* The occupations of the
men in Virginia were

* . e fishing, hunting, wars and such manlike exer-

cises, scorning to be seen®©® in any woman like

exercise; which is the cause that the women be

verie painful and the men often idle < « . . The

women make mats, baskets, pots, morters, pound corn,

make bread, prepare victuals, plant and gather corn,

bear all kinds of burdens and the like.2
Biard agrees with the list of duties, adding several! child
bearing and rearing, hewing wood and drawing water, repairing
household utensils, sewing garments, catch fish and shellfish,
often hunting, making canoes out of bark, setting up tents*
He concludes that with so much to do more than one wife is
almost a necessity.3 Champlain’s description of the work of
the Canadian women corresponds exactly on all points with
that of the missionaries. Jouvency adds the point that the
hard labor of the women accounts for the fact that most of
the children were not well developed, that only about one in

thirty survives. De Vaca adds his word to the position of

women, writing that they carry the burdens, do all the hard

~Percy, op. cit., p. Ixx.
*Smith, op. elt., |, 67.
3Biard, e cit., Ill, pp. 25"2ti»

AChamplain, or>. cit., p. 7.
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work with only six hours of rest for they must stir the fire
by night to dry roots, and be up at daylight to dig roots,
carry wood and water.1 The Spanish chroniclers, however,
note that men did all the hard work, and bore the burdens,
while the women prepared the food and made the pottery.2
The houses belonged to the women™ and divorce was easy*"

The arranging of marriages was similar In general out-
lines among most of the tribes. The parents, usually after
consultation with relatives, agree to a marriage with a suitor,
who offers gifts to the father ”"in proportion to the rank of
the father and the beauty of the girl."s |Inheritance was
through the female line in tribes where chastity was not
highly prized,6 Champlain writes; earlier he had stated that
chastity was usually followed after marriage although not
before.7

Attitude towards women is shown In Rosier”™ explana-
tion that women were not among the crowds of natives who came

to the ships because the men were "very jealous (as all

~“De Vaca, op. clt., p« 90*
Gallegos, o]> cit., pp. 27-28.
~NCastenada, op. clt., p. 521.
~De Vaca, op. clt., p. 118.
~Biard, op. clt., 111, 40.
~Champlain, op. cit., p. 317.
71bid., p. 120.
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Salvages)*"* D’'lberville writes that several women were
among the group, "which is the greatest mark of friendship
that can be shown."o But de Vaca states that women trade
everywhere, even in war.5

Although women had no enviable position, we find that
children were well treated.” Jouvency writes that the chil-
dren were held in high affection and given no discipline what-
soever with the result that the boys were savages who became
wicked as they grew up.5 Smith remarks that the children are
loved dearly but they are properly hardened to the weather
so that they can withstand its rigors*5 Children were named
according to the humor of the parents in Virginia,? often
given several names. Upon the death of a chief or warrior
his name is given to a young man who must start at once to

battle to prove himself the fit heir*® In the same tribe we

~N-Rosier, op. BjLt., p. 114.
®Dflberville, op* cit*j p*
5De Vaca, op* clt*, p* 146

41bld., p. 66

®Jouvency, of£e clte, |, 13
6Smith, op. clt** I, 67.
?Loc. cit.

®Jouvency, op* cifc., I, 10*
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find that the children deprived of their parents are put to
death#™** On the other hand, among the tribes of Florida if a
child dies the whole settlement bewails and laments for a full
year; the parents weep at sunrise end at noon; at the end of
the year the anniversary is celebrated and the parents cleanse
their bodies of dirt and. paint.®

A picture of home and community life would be incom-
plete without knowledge of the kinds of food eaten, and of
their methods of preparation. 'The crops raised by the Indians
have already been indicated and particular emphasis must be
laid upon the principal one, maize or Indian corn.

Some tribes ate all foods raw, or practically so;3
some cooked all foods.4 Fire was started (1) "by chafing a
dry pointed stick in a hole of a little square piece of wood” B
(2) by f.a mineral stone” which was carried in a purse of
leather and rubbed for a spark which ignited the wood.e Cook-

ing utensils for boiling were: baskets™ and gourds® filled

~Jouvency, ag. clt.» 1, 8.
%>e Vaca, op. clt., p# 66.

~“Montoya, "Relation of the Discovery of New Mexico,
Hew Mexico in 1602, p. 57.

~Rosier, oj>. clt., o. 115.
®Smith, op. cit., 1, 68.
®Brereton, op. clt#, p. 101.

N"Before pots, kettles*, etc. were brought from France,”
Jouvency, op. clt., I, 16.

®De Vaca, op. clt., p. 154.
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with water into which hot stone? were dropped* then removed
with wooden tongs when the water was boiling; earthenware
pots;™ earthenware Jars glased with antimony.~ Roasting and
broiling were done directly over the coals,® upon "hurdles
over the fire" or upon a suit. Flour or meal was ground
between two stones,® between two pieces of wood,7 or placed
on the ground and pounded with wood.Q 'The stone mortars and
the grinding as described in the pueblos are of interest*
"There was a separate house to prepare food and to grind meal,
which was very clean. Within there was a trough with three
stones fixed in stiff clay. Three women would enter, each
with a grinding stone; one breaks the corn, the next grinds
it, the third woman again grinds it. Upon entering the room,
the women must remove their shoes, do up their hair, and cover

their clothes. At the door a man sits playing a fife while

-Champlain, op. clt.a p* 92; Jouet, ££* cit., p. 5*

NCastaneda, jop. cit*, p. 522.

ASmith, oo. cit., I, 62* Champlain, op. cit., p. 308;
Dlberville, opT~cltTT p. 69. e

-Smith, op, clt», I, 63.

5loc. cit.

~Champlain, op. cit., p. 181.
7lbid., p. 92.
Oe Vaca, op. cit., p. 126
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they grind, and they move to the music, and sing**
ifany different kinds of meal are reported; meacjuite,”
bean,3 pine nut, with and without shells,4 straw and foxtail,5
bones of animals or fish ,e and most important of all, corn
from ear, grain,* or "core/ 0 These meal3 were use4 in
various ways. A kind of porridge was made with boiling water

to which fish (bones, entrails, and scales)9 meat, fat, 10

beans,** berries*™ were added. They were used as bread*3 or

made into a thick mush, then boiled or roasted in corn husks»*4

*Oastanede, 0of£. cit*, p* 522*

®De Vacs, lcc* clt.; Cstall©da, op* cit*, p. 516.

3Champlain, o£. cit., p* 215*

Vaca, op. cit., p* 140; Castaneda, 0£. cit., p* 517*

5De Vaca, ojd. cit., pp* 155, 160.

6lbid, p. 91.

7Dflberville, op* cit*, p* 73.

“Smith, op* cit*. |, 93.

9Jouvency, op* cit., I, 15;

*NLoc. cit.

*Chemplaln, op* cit., p. 305*

*2Loc. cit.

13Dflberville, 0£. cit., pp* 73, 83; Gallegos, 0£. cit.,
P» 26; Smith, op. cit*, Champlain, loc* cit.; Castaneda,
op. cit*, p. 517.

‘i40hamplain, loc. cit*; Smith, op* cit., I, 62; Gallegos,
op* cit., p. 26. “ '
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The Indiana ate whatever fish, meat, or fowl was in
that particular locality at that season* The only references
to raising turkeys for food is by Gallegos, who says that
flocks are commonly kept in the pueblos,'l and by Champlain,
who notes that often bears are fattened for food#" Da Vaca
llofc3 spiders, any egga, worms, lizards, salamanders, ser-
pents, and vipers among the diet of the Iguaces*”

The common vegetables were corn, beans, calabashes,
squash, melons, pumpkins, cucumbers, roots (many unknown to
the Europeans), mushrooms, and watercress* Most of the vege-
tables were boiled, although pumpkins and squash were also
naked in the coals* Corn was not always ground fine, but

often the whole grains were cooked,* or it was roasted on

the ear*™ The most curious treatment of corn is described
by Champlain* The ear of corn was put in water under mud
for from two to three months, until it had decayed, then
taken out and boiled or roasted and eaten with meat or fish*

*Ehe women and children suck the dirty ears of corn like sugar«n®

~Champlain, loc* cit*

Nbide, p. 309* The care which they give these ani-
mals makes Champlain feel that they would take good care of
cattle*

Ds Vaca, op* elt*, p* 91l.

~Chamolain, loc* cit*

c
Smitil, loc* clt»

°Champlain, op* cit*, p* 308*
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In the enumeration cf the native fruits of the country
re find especially noted citrus (in Florida), tunas (prickly
pears), cherries, graces, blackberries, raspberries, and mul-
berries* "pbo nuts most mentioned are walnuts, hazelnuts,
acorns, and pinons.

The methods of food preparation so far described have
been, with the exception of grinding of meal, for food that
is to be consumed at once* However, the Indians used other
methods of preserving foods* All meats were dried as they
kept well* Melons, corn and tunas were also dried.*® Hie
tunas were also preserved in sap.2 Honey was used for ffweeten
ing* Salt was generally used although some of the food was
cooked without salt in Canada* Corlendor seeds, pennyroyal,
and marjoram were used as condiments* All meat fats wore
used, and in Canada seal oil Is noted.6 These meat fats were
not only used for seasoning and cooking but sometimes eaten
in chunks like bread.6 Rosier writes that the Europeans

showed the Indian captives how to make bxitter and cheese from

%© Vaca, ot>. jclt., p, 90.

NCastaheda, op. clt*, p. 5009.

Champlain, loc. clt.

~NCastabeda, £p. clt., p. 517.

6Jouvency, op* clt., 1, 15f Biard, op. clt., 11, 79.

~Montoya, op* clt., p. 57*
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the mill of ?r&In~deore and fallc-deere which sre as tame as
acre,"1l but. there Is no reference to that knowledge being
widespread*

The only liquids which the Indians drank were meat
broth, clear water,0 and in the southwest, "wine from the
great thistle**~

Hunting was e necessity for obtaining game for food
and was both an individual and a community activity. Smith
describes a tribal hunt In Virginia In which two to three hun-
dred Indians oarticlpated; the deer were surrounded by fires
and th© Indians stood between each fire so that all means of
escape was cut off by land* and the anlirals were easily
killed* They were also driven Into the water and caught#*
The Zunl hunt, in which ever eight hundred took part, did
not drive the animals by fire, but simply cut off all retreat
as the Indiana closed In upon the deer in a great circle*®
Fire was used to burn off the pasture and drive the game to

new fields where the Indians awaited them*® Most hunting was

~Rosier, op* cit*, p. 148.
~Champlain, ££. clt*, p* 181.
NCast&fieda, op* cll*, p. 516*
*8alth, op* cit., |, 70#
~Vlllagra, op. clt*» p* 168.

loc* clt*
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done by individuals or in small parties. One ingenious
method was used by a lone savage: he would put on the akin
of a deer, putting his hand through the neok and into the
head, which had been stuffed and the tthorns, eyes, ears, and
every part artfully counterfeited; shrouding his body by his
akin he stalks the Deere and if a deere looks there Is
another deere gazing and licking himself* The Indian takes
his chance and shoots.”* Triangular traps were also built,
into which the deer were driven by Indians imitating the
howls of wolves.2 In Canada, Indians (on snow shoes) pur-
sued moose through the deep snow from which their delicate
legs were “with difficulty extricated” so that they were
easily caught. No part of deer or moose was wasted* The
flesh was used for meat; the skin for clothes, the hoofs and
horns were used for a strong glue,4 and, among the Canadians,
the left hind hoof of a moose was considered to have great
medical properties*>s As we have seen already, the bones were

often ground for meal.

*Jouvency, op* clt*, I, 4*
QChampIain, on. clt*, p. 270%*
5Jouvency, loc.clt.

4Smith, op. clt., I, 68*

5Jouvency, loc* clt*
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Three measures for wealth are given. It was sometimes
estimated by pots and kettles. The natives in Canada had a
high opinion of the King of France, for he i*as said to pos-
sess many kettles.* Other Indians made their appraisals by
wampum belts and strings "which they use in dealing with one
another as we do gold chains*"2 Still others used tobacco,
"which passes there as current Silver."®

The Indians had arts and crafts. We have already
pointed out that they used color in decoration and design in
the survey of body painting, clothing, and murals. Spinning
and weaving was shown in the types of materials made into
cloth for dress. Decorations of porcupine quills and feather-
work were noted. Purchas quotes Oviedo”™ statement that the
Indians were skilled at feather pictures or portraiture*4
Representations of birds, beasts, and men were made In both
wood and stone® and simple wood work is shown in their wooden

bowls and spoons.6 Cups and baskets were fashioned from bark.7

That they worked In metal is shown by their Jewelry and their

*Jouvency, loc. clt.

2Champlain, op. clt., p. 143; Cartier, op. clt., p. 60.
®Smith, op. cit., I, 599.

~Purchas, op. clt*, p. 615.

®lbid., p. 629.

AChamplain, cj>. clt.s p. 181.

~Rosier, O£. clt., p. 125.
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metal cups and plates,1 They wove nets for fishing and lines
o}

for angling. Their arrows were of great skill and beauty,
being wrought with heads of ,femery, jasper, hard marble and
other sharp stones.Probably the most highly developed
craft among the tribes living on or near water was that of
building canoes. Three different types are noted. Eiard
describes the birch-bark canoes as follows;

Little skiffs of birch-bark, narrow and closed at

both ends, like the crest of a morion. The body is a

large hollow cradle, eight to ten feet so capacious

that one holds five or six persons with dogs, sacks,

skins, kettles and other baggage. They may land

anywhere as only the heaviest draw one half foot of

water, and they are so light that they are easily

carried.4
There were also canoes of solid wood cut from a large tree.
The selected tree was felled with a stone hatchet, the bark
removed and the tree rounded off except on one side. Pire
was applied to the entire length and the burned wood was

scraped out with stones. The third type was of cane, bound

with wood. According to Columbus, the canoe was an incredibly

~Brereton, ££. clt.a p. 9.

ASmith, joo. clt., 1, 69.

~Verrazano, op. clt.. p* 18.

4Piard, og. cit., 111, 85. Pring, op. clt., p. 58,
the birch-bark canoes are fa3 3weet as frankinsence.” Hosier,

op. clt., p. 114.

~Champlain, op. clt., p. 81%Dflberville, op. clt.,
pu 60] Verrazano, loc. CIT.

A"D’lberville, loc. clt.
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fast means of transportation.*

Tools were primitive but effective. There were stone
hatchets. There were knives of splinters of reed with which
nto cut feathers, joint a Deer, shape shoes.12 Shells were
used to dress hide and bark. There was the tooth of a
beaver to notch arrowsThere was even a little bone "which
they always wore" to make an arrow-head.” The agricultural
implements have already been mentioned.

For amusement the Indiana player a number of games*

Le Jeune lists three of the most popular ones among the
Canadiansj crosse, on which a bet was placed to make It more
exciting; dish, in which black and white plum stones were
tossed, and a certain game played with straw.”™ Spelman
describes the Indian sports as not unlike the English. Foot-
ball was only for women and boys, and was like the English
game in that goals were made, but unlike the English game in
that "they never fight nor null one another doune.” The men

played a game with a small ball which they dropped from the

N-Columbus, 0£. cit.» p. 149.
2Smith, op. cit.» |, 68.
3Ribault, ££. cit., I, 174.
ASmith, loce cit.

~Loc. cit.

sLe Jeune, op. cit., |, pp. 269-271.
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hand and kicked as far as possible with the toe. This
required great skill.*

There were also dances. One, like a "darbysher Horn-
pipe,” is mentioned by Spelman. In this men and women alter-
nating stand in a circle while a man In the center with a
pipe and rattle directs the group. The circle "gigetts
about, wriinge ther necks and stamping®© on ye ground.
Another chronicler describes a dance of victory which Is
unusual In that the dancers do not move from the spot but
lift first one foot and then the other, and make gestures
and motions with the whole body. The women drop their mantles
and dance only In their ornamentsA dance in Louisiana
which culminated in seizing staves and striking one another4
Is paralleled by a Canadian dance which ends by the dancers
Jumping into canoes and striking each other with paddles and
throwing water*5 Dancing around cane torches, clapping the
hands and "touching together the feet" Is described by

D'lberville.n The same writer notes a short dance of th©

Spelman, "Introduction—Relation of Virginia,”
In Smith, op. clt., I, cxlv.

~Loc. elt.

AChamplain, o0j5. clt., p. 108.

4D’ lberville, on. clt.» p. 94.
AChamplain, ££. clt., pp. 179-180.

"D'lberville, ojd clt., p. 70.
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young men. Each holds a gourd filled with small stones and
shakes it "in cadence which accorded well with the voices."
The accompanying song was short, and in the intervals the
Indians gave "frightful yells."* That the dancers made a
noise "like Wolves or Devils®l is reported by Harlot.** The
entertainment provided by Pocohantes and her women was, on
the contrary,"like a marqu ." They all wore different cos-
tumes and carried different weapons. They rushed from the
woods, made a ring around Smith’'s fire, sang, danced, and
departed.3 Ifce savages are reported as liking the music of
a sailor who played the "G ltterre,” dancing in a ring and
then rewarding the youth with presents.4 |In each of the
pueblos the plaza is used for games and dances, as were the
estufas. Luxan reports that the dance at Acoma was impressive
after the Mexican fashion. Women took part, wearing Mexican
blankets, "very elegant with paintings, feathers and other
trappings." Another description of a southwestern dance is

in contrast with the eastern and northern dances. The rhythm

*D’lberville,oE. clt», p. 69.
2Hariot, op. clt., p. 24
3Smith, op. clt., |5 436
4Pring, O0£. clt., px 56.

®LuxSn, op. clt», Y.
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resembles the negro rhythm and is beaten out on a "skin
attached to a vessel "like a tambourineThe participants
rise and perform the dances like "merry-andrews,” raising
their hands towards the sun

with much compass and harmony in such a way that
though there are three hundred it seems as if it
ware being 3ung and danced by only one dxie to good
harmony and measiire with which they do it*1l
The early narrators presented the Indians not only as
individuals but also as social groups. We have seen what kind
of houses the savages lived in, what kind of food they ate,
and how they prepared it; how they worked and how they played*
Two important questions remain to be discussed before the plc~
ture is complete. How were the savages governed, in war and
in peace? What were the religious beliefs which they held?
The government of the North American Indian falls into
three general forms: rule by king,2 by eourcll,~ and by
family*~ The three forms cannot be sharply distinguished,

for no king was absolute. Many were obeyed only in warfare,**

and most were guided by assemblies of priest and elders where

~Gallegos, op. cit., p. 21.

IOIn Canada and Virginia.

*In the southwest and New England.
4In Florida.

AChamplain, 0£. clt.» p. 413.
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th© rule of the majority prevailed,l Families looked to the
eldest as head, and were ruled in important matters by th©
important members. Merit rather than heredity determined
the succession, although kingship was often kept in a power-
ful family,23 The king’s position is well defined in this
excerpt from te Jeune:

He has under him a number of families whom he rules,
not with so much authority as does our King . < e«
but with sufficient power to harangue, advise and
lead them to war, to render justice to one who has a
grievance and like matters. He does not impose
taxes upon the people but if there are any profits
from the chase he has a share of them . . . they some-
times make him presents of Beaver skins when he is
occupied in curing the sick or in questioning his
demon < < < to have news of some future event or of
the absent*
It is clear that the king was not only ruler but also medi-
cine man and soothsayer. The young people who were in the
retinue of the king have various duties; to provide dogs for
hunting, canoes for transportation, provisions for reserve
stock during bad weather and to take on expeditions*4 All

that the unmarried men catch belongs to the king, while the

AChamplain, op. clt.. p. 328; Smith, op. clt*. |, 375;
CastafTe&a, op. eft., p.lilS; Archer, op. clt., pTxllv.

28iard, op. clt.. Ill, pp* 37, 89. Smith, op. clt., |
p. 376, "His kingdomes descent not to his sonnes nor children,
but first to his brethren e « * and after their decease to
his sisters . .. after them to the heirs male or female of
the eldest sister, but never to the heires of the male*”

3Le Jeune, op. c”~t., |, 75*

ABlard, O£. clt.. 1Ill, 89.
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married pay tribute.~* In return the king gives protection
and gifts.

On one occasion at a kingfs command* stolen goods were
returned to the English.** Certain punishments were traditional
and enforced by the tribe* or by the Injured family. Murderers
were put to death without trial and ~without disturbance.”®
furder was held a crilre against the whole tribe and any