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CHAPTER I

ON STAGE FOR BATTLE

During the latter part of 1927 and the early part of 1928
Colorado had the difficult problem of a paralyzing strike in its
coal mining areas, The actual causes of the walkouts and picket-
ing, which occurred off and on from August until late February,
were numerous, As is only natural, both sides made charges,
counter-charges, and refutations, The main reason for a strike
at that time can be blamed on the presence and virility of the
Industrial Workers of the World., A former Prime Minister of
England, J, Ramsay Macdonald, stated the cause of its presence

in our country to be as follows:

In America, the Syndicalist has received more encouragement.
The corrupt state of American polities, the power of the machine,
the electoral difficulties presented by a mixed population speak-
in many tongues and brought up under very diverse ecivil
conditions, have hampered the growth of a politieal Labour and
Socialist movement, and have encouraged the tctiv:lties of the
Syndicalist Industrial Workers of the World.

The existence of the I, W, W, should have demonstrated to
some people, rather forcefully, that there must have been something
wrong with the poliey of firmness followed by the state., Forrest
Bailey, Director of the Ameriecan Civil Liberties Union, which lent

its support to reform movements, said that Coloradoc had "the

1 7. Ramsay Macdonald, Syndiealism, A Critical Examination,
(Chicago: The Open Court Publishing Co., n.d.), p. 35,
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severest strictures on civil liberties'.'z of any of the forty-eight
states, It was gharged that the State did not allow the United

Mine Workers and other more respectable bodies to take direect

3
action to improve the conditions of the miners, The U, M, W, were

restricted to merely organizing and gaining recognition, There

was little the loecal union ceould do as they had no powers of their
own and had to rely on the central headquarters for all cl:lmct:lvens.4
In fact this union was so ineffectual that "in the coal fields of
Colorado at the time, . .no company reecognized labor's right to
bargain collectively through the mechanism of the trade union."5
Ccnsequently, labor took the alternative of following the I, W. W.
to gain its demands,

The I, W, W, which ealled on all of the workers in the coal
fields to support its banner, was indeed a reformist labor body.
According to its philosophy, the workers have no money to effect
the desired benefits, and since capital will seldom, if ever, help
anyone but itself, labor must resort to fear in order to better its
position., Since legislatures can do little but cater to the demands
of the rieh for protection, so the I, W, W, argues, when these labor

leaders force a battle, the lawmakers must step in to maintain the

5 New York Times, Nov, 13, 1927, p. 20:2.

% "Blood-spilling in Colorade," Literary Digst, Dec. 3, 1927,
P. 6,

4 Mary Van Kleeck, Miners and Management, (New York: Russell
Sage Foundation, 1934), p. 50,

. Ibid., p. 41.







peage and welfare for the majority of the population, Yet the
temporary changes effected through fear and the arousal of the

legislatures, are not the ultimate aims of the I, W, W, and their

6
followers, They want, and promise to the less fortunate, to take

over all property and re-divide it amongst the working classes;

they try to show that the worker has nothing in common with his
employer; and they demand a unity of aetion to such an extent that
even those who are not members of their organization must abide by
their decision and earry out their will, for what affect one,
affeets all, To them each individual is an important entity and
all will share equally, Government, either by a bureaucraey or a
professional body of politicians, will not serve their purpose for
the one or the other is merely a change of master, The term
socialism cannot be used to classify this group for the socialist
uses political as well as unified action, The syndicalist says
that all life will center about the industrial trade union while the
socialist sayes that the community will own and operate all businesa.v

In reality, the syndiealist, or I, W, Wey i8 a rebel from the

6 The followers and members of the I. W. W. might not be in
full aceord with its philosophy and merely use its foreeful leadership
as a means to an end, This was the case in the Colorado Strike when
the membership boomed temporarily and then subsided as did the effect-
iveness of the professional strike leaders in that organization,

! James Boyle, Minimum Wage and Syndicalism, (Cincinnati:
Stewart and Kidd Co,, 1913;, P. 99,







socialist.8 This more recent philosophy appeals to the guasi-
anarchist who revolts from the discipline of the internally well
organized trade unions which fail to aceomplish the full desires
and necessities of the members. No group "uses the work forganiza-
tion' oftener or practices it less™ than the Syndicalist. It
appeals to a fourth estate or the lowest stratum in labor's ranks.
It is their desire to "eliminate polities, band together., . .with
power decentralized, . .and dream of the cooperative commonwealth."lo
legislation is no cure for their wants, Their members, largely
immigrants, have few votes and it is the property owner who rules
the laimakers.ll As a result direct action is the only alternative.
The Syndicalists hope that each strike will be the straw
that breaks the camel's back or that it will start-a final battle
betweén the property bwhef and fhoée‘who’hﬁvi ﬁo properfy; ‘Each‘
strike is to be a step toward the finish of capitalism and the
only way to gain anything from their areh enemy. Long strikes
are not good. The syndicalist's rule is to strike hard, fast,
and with deadliness., The strike is the least offensive method

of direct aetion., Sabotage in all of its glory is also a possibility,

8
Mscdonald, op. eit., p. 5.

» John Grahem Brooks, Americen Syndiecalism: The I, I. W,
(New York: Maemillen, 1913), p. 252,

10 1pia., p. 61,

s Ibid., p. 128,
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The I, W, W, has to shogck the people into notieing them so that
they ean be heard, Too much deafness, apathy, and indifference
confronts their cause. They also uphold a.nti-»policeigm, anti-
patriotism, anti-militarism, and "peari" strikes.lz When the
end of their road is reached they claim that all of the world
will bless them hearty for their actions,

The Colorado strike was urged by organizers who harangued
the workers and appeared as messiahs, The professional leaders
went to Colorado and to New Mexico from various parts of the United
States, Canada, and even from Australia., These speakers were not
ignorant as charged_‘ for some held college degree and were well
trained in the I, W, W, school in Duluth, Minnesota, for their
duties, which were perfommed in many areas, How eould the poor
‘and uneducated miners resist these often practice appeals of the
agitatoi ? It was suggested that‘ the possible cause for the
troubles was in the fact that so many of the workers were foreign

13
born and were more suseeptible to the trained speakers, This

12 A pearl strike is one in which the workers remain on the
Job and purposely do their work incorrectly, Charles Watney and
Jo &, Little, Industrial Warfare (New York: Dutton, 1013), Pp, 28-34,

18 Paul Seidler, official of the I. W. W,, said that the
membership perecentages of this groaup were as follows:

Mexican 4%
Slav and Lett 25%
American 13%
Mixsd 17%

Trinidad Chroniele News, Oct, 19, 1927, p. 1l:1,

3







6
was proven by the faet that the speeches made as mass meetings
were given in several languages,

The 1, W, W, agitators offered these workers golden dreams
of a division of the wealth and a world without the fear of the
employer, The miners' checkweighmen would no longer be told to
have their weights come out light so that the companies could
obtain their eoal at no cost as had been practiced in the past
years, Supplies would be ready and waiting for the miners
instead of the miners ready and waiting for the supplies which
‘had caused the miners to not be able to use their working day to
its utmost., They would no longer be restricted to company unions

which did not allow for any difference of opinion with the hier-

archy. And there would be an equality in responsibility between

\ einplojrei' and aﬁxployoo.

The more tangible motives advanced by the I, W, W, leaders
for their activities were based on the Jacksonville wage scale as
well as on an improvement of working eonditions, The wage scale
which was accepted by the coal operators in Jacksonville, Florida,
in March of 1924, provided for an §7.75 eight hour day plus other

compensatory measum:'tm.]"1 The demand for this scale when voiced

4
" Hazel Alice Glenny, A History of Labor Disputes in the

Northern Colorado Coal Mining Fields with Emphasis on the 1927-
1928 Strike (Boulder, Colorado: University of Colorado, 1038),
P. 78,







7
at the mass meeting held at Aguilar, Colorado, on September 4,
1927, caused some furor, In that day and for that economic era it
was very liberal and quite unusual, Some miners in the United
States were receiving its bene fits but it was not the rule, The
adjustments in working eonditions ineluded more sanitary wash-
rooms, no work delays caused by waiting for materials and tools,
less delay in the mantrap service, and fair eleetions of chegk-
weighmen with no intervention in their duties by the owners?®
representatives,

Othexr causes were the general conditions of coal mining
in the United States, the miners' distaste for the state industri-
al commission, and the hangover from the 191:.1914 strike .15

The final addition to the list of grievances came when the strike

was déciared l‘awv by eailing a meeting of representatives of the

various camps and serving a thirty day notice to the Colorado
Industrial Conmission, But the I, W, W, was declared an outlawed
body and the strike illegal,

So far as the employees' welfare was concerned, the I, W, W,
was a help, In spite of this body's warlike methods, the organiza-
tion gained many things for whieh the U, M, W, and A, F, of L,
would not even ask, much less strike. The President of the Colorado

Federation of Labor showed his fears and desired rather well, Hs

e v,
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stated that his group was not going out on strike but he believed
that the men who were had just grievances.l6 He was to change his
stand somewhat, as the strike developed in intensity, to a position
of opposing the wobbly portion of the striking body. When the
reforming labor organizers in Colorado received such national
acclaim and disclaim, it should have been a sign post toward the
understandable unrest which was rifie in most labor units through-
out the United States, Labor as a whole watched the I. W, W, with
interest as it represented the ultimate of "blind revolt of those
who feel oppressed, . . ."17 Employers and government officials
were receiving a rude awakening, At firty they paid little or no
attention to the threatened crippling of business. As the strike
developed they began to take more cognizance and notice what was
happening. 'When‘they decidbdvthaf thé ¥s W.'W. ﬁeant bﬁsiness |
they appealed to all civie minded citizens to help eliminate this
nuisance, Frank J, Hays, former international president of the

U, M, W,, stated that:

The I, W, W,s are a group of ignorant troublemakers represen t-
ing no body of organized labor and with no permanency of purpose,
Their methods are destructive, They have wrecked everything they
have touched. The I, W, W, does not work for better conditions

or for the welfare of organized 1iaor but for the communistiec
doctrine of the great revolution.

8 New York Times, Oct. 19, 1927, p. 1:2.

¥ Williem Y, Elliot, The Pragmatic Revolt in Politics
(New York: Maemillen, 1928), Pp, 133, 186n, 187n.

e Trinidad Chronicle News, Oct. 19, 1927, p. 4:1,
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From the employers' point of view this strike was a definite
threat to their businesses, It was not only a threat from a tempo-
rary standpoint but also a threat for the future, The mineowners
had to worry whether or not the I, W, W, would keep returning until
they finally had taken over all the property. In addition, the
owners were only receiving so many orders for coal a‘nd thus had
only & specific amount of income, whieh made the strikers® demands
impossible of fulfillment, If they did meet the requests of the
miners then the submarginal mines could not be supported by the
more profitable, It was also put forward by the owners that
costs were higher in Colorado than in the filelds of West Virginia
and Kentucky because the railroads were discriminating against the
western state with respeect to transportation costs,

As in‘ the presen‘t poét;wér or‘a,‘ t‘he‘re' was ‘th‘en a. doﬁniﬁ
sentiment against Reds and opinions were expressed that the I. W, W,
were an extreme element of the Communistie party. The Pueblo Star
charged that Bill Haywood was at that time in Russia and was advanc-
ing the designs of his Fellow Workers by getting special contribu-
tions to the cause.l9 Because of this antipathy toward Reds and
because, to a great number of the citizens of the United States,
"labor" was a word to be spoken with & hushed voice, groups such
as the I, W. W, had to be treated with an iron hand, This was the

method decided upon and scted upon by Governor Richard C, Dillen

1 "Blood-spilling in Colorado,™ Literary Digest, Dec. 3, 1927,

Ps Se
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of New Mexico, This was the theory toyed with by Governor William
H, Adams of Colorado and which he finally used after everylhing
else seemed to fail, This was the method which played into the
hands of the strike organizers, for the "I, W, W, victories have

been won by the blunders of their enemies."ao

Yet Gov, Dillon's
prompt action was applauded and Gov, Adams!? seemingly dilatory
manner was eriticized.

The I, W, W, carefully planned their strike so that it would
take place when it would eause the owners the most finaneial
trouble, that is, when there was the greatest demand for coal,
which was in the fall and winter months, Therefore, in the locales

where the aection took plagce, the strikers and drifters disrupted

the publie and private commnity life a great deal, The State of

Gelorado under the leadership of Gov, Adams had to take action to

protect the citizens from both eold snaps, which frequently occur
in that state, and irresponsible actions of any fanatics, In
spite of foreeful measures taken by the two governors, the fear
inculcated by the I, W, W, into a large majority of the non syndi-
calist miners made the strike practically a concerted effort,

and resulted in several beneficial changes in the miners’ econdition

which were volunteered by the stricken mineowners,

Brooks, op. eit., p. 31,







CHAPTER II
ACTION IN SOUTHERN COLORADO

After preparing the ground work and sowing seeds of dis-
content for some time, national leaders of the I. W, W, made their
move, A, S. Embreel, one of the many professional agitators in
the fields, issued a call for a meeting of &ll members. One
hundred and forty-three men assembled in Walsenburg on August 6,
1927, and decided that a general strike would be scheduled for
September 1, At the meeting the miners heard the facts about the
Sacco-Vanzetti case which was then causing such varied reaction
all over the world. The leaders told the miners to walk out in
demonstration against the unsympathetic Massachusetts court,

This was not the general strike, however, which was to occur
almosf a moﬂth later,

Two days later approximately four thousand miners did not
report for work. The demonstration was originally planned to last
only three days. It was to be a temporary activity; about one-third
of the miners answered the call., The Colorado Industrial Commission

tried to get an injunction against the demonstrators, Local author-

1 Embree arrived in Walsenburg in January of 1926 and "Big Bull"
Haywood came to help out. Glenny, A History of Labor Disputes. . .,
Pp. 80-81, Haywood's presence is improbable as he was to die about
a half a year later (March of 1928) of diabetes in Moscow, having
been "cooped up in a room in the Hotel Iux, . ." for some years,
carrying on a constant correspondence with his very close I, W, W,
friend, Cheplin., This chain of events can be followed in Ralph Chaplin,

Wobbly.
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ities closed pool halls and similar meeting places, One hundred

and sixty-five deputy sheriffs were on duty. Three of the top
members of the Industrial Commission went to the strike area to
plead with the miners to go back to the pits,

All of this coercion was unnecessary and really ineffective
because it was to be just a matter of time before the companies
would be operating at full strength again, Furthemore, relations
between the two groups were entirely peaceful as there were no
agts of dest.ruction on the part of the strikers. As a matter of
fact, on the following day there was another mass meeting which
was concerned with recalling the protest strike, At this meeting
the men voted to discontinue their actions, Ieaders however,
announced that there would be a general strike of all western
| coai and metal minéré oﬁ Septomber 1 1h amthy ‘with the ir‘
striking middle western brothers, The strike cormittee was
designated, among whom were A, S5, Embree, Paul Seidler, and I, W, W,
tough and organizer, 4, K, Payne, and Jose Villa, leader or the
Mexiecan I, W, W, forees, All of these men were to gain much
prominence a8 the strike developed.

The walkout for Sacco and Vanzetti was :ln*l’.cancieaci“‘a to be

merely a demonstration, but it ended as a preview of what was to

come and showed the effectiveness of the I, W, W, speechmakers,

In the Walsenburg and Aguilar region of southern Colorado over

2 Paul Seidler in Rogky Mountain News, Aug. 9, 1927, p. 1:6,
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eleven hundred out of a total of sixteen hundred miners were off

the job when the eall back to work sounded., In Trinidad only five
hundred out of thirty four hundred miners left the Jjob, but this
region proved a tougher nut to erack for the radicals all during
the strike, It also showed what action the mine, local, and
state officials were going to take, Four men, ineluding Jose
Villa, were fired from their jobs for siriking, It was charged
that Villa had handed the foremen of one of the mines a poster
upon which was written: "Workers who refuse to strike for
Justlee to Saceo and Vanzetti are signing their death warrant."a
Also two men were arrested for picketing in the Trinidad area,
The maximum punishment, which few strikers regeived, amounted to
a $250 fine and sixty days in jail,

After the miners returned to their jobs fram this brief
demonstration, the labor situation became quiet once more, This
was only a temporary lull before the real stomm broke, The pro-
fessional leaders saw what had had to be done and set out to make
their next move felt by all, Kristen Svanum, General VMetal and
Coal Organizer of the I, W, W, and Chairman of the Stats EZxecutive
Board, arrived in Walsenburg to launch a drive for mcre members,
These officlals set about getting their warious strike comittees

girded for the coming battle and getting the demands outlined which

’ Walsenburg Independent, Aug. 12, 1927, p, 116,







were to be presented to the mine ovmers.‘

The opposition, in the meantime, was busy trying to find loop-
holes in the strike leader's activities, An United States Immigra-
tion Director was making "an investigation of certain radieal
gocieties that have established heau.iquarters"5 in Walsenburg, The
Colorado Industrial Commission had been alerted to probe the matter
and to chetk any moves toward any illegal peace dieturbances. It
asked tLe state National Guard to prepare itself for any eventuality

such as tihe rapid spread of violem:ce.6 The Colorado Fiel and Irom

Company's General Manager, £, H, Weitzel, urged that employers
discharge all of their workers who were affiliated with the I, W. W.7
This recommendation received unanimous approval from the unaffiliated
employees' representatives beecause they did not desire any interrup-
tions in their work and did not cherish the idee of losing any of

thelir pay checks due to the actions of some out-of-state agitators,

4 Accusations were made that the society's central headquarters
in Chicago was sending substantial financial assistance into the strike
area, This charge was later shown to be accurate from documents

I which were captured during a raid on the I, W, W, office in Walsenburg

1 as well as from receipts in the local express company, <There was

little that was done or eould be done to alleviate this foree behind
the strike., Halthusen to Dillon, Nov, 15, 1927, Dillon Papers.

® Walsenburg Independent, Aug. 30, 1927, p. 1:7.

® Prinidad Chronicle News, Sept. 10, 1927, p. 1.

v A, C, F, and I, company law called for the dismissal of any -

employee who was & member of or who spreads propaganda for any Red
organization, JIbid,
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September 4, 1927, saw the opening salvo of formsl welfare

between the I, W, W, and the State of Colorado, At Aguilar,
Colorado, one hundred and eighty-seven delegates from forty-three
~coal camps met from 9:30 in the morning until 5:30 at night,
Eristen Svanum presided over the meeting, Further efforts were
discussed to organize Colorado and to step up the tempo in New
Mexico, It was decided to file their demands with the Industrial
Board against the "C, F, & I.,, Victor American Coal Company,
Calumet Coal Company, Alamo Coal Company, and all other companies

operating in CJoloraa.do."8 The demands issued at the Aguilar
9

Conference were:
1. §7.75 per day was to be fortheoming,
2. There was to be no work on Saturday and Sunday,
3, Men were fovwo‘rk' ohl& sii hoﬁr i-:ei- day. i 7
4, A varying seale was set up for the different types of work,
5, Checkweighmen and pit committees of miners to insure their
own welfare were to be elected at all mines,
6., 7There was to be no loading on declared holidays,
7. All materials and timber were to be supplied by the

ecompany,

8. There was to be no discrimination against labor organiza-

tions,

® Ivia., sept. 6, 1927, p. 1:1.

® Ivid., p. 1:6.
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The rent and light in company houses were not to be

inereased,
10, Union organizers could come and go on company property
without being molested.
11, Employers were not to discriminate against miners
participating in union activities,
128, Stril: breakers would not be employed,
If the c¢oal companies would not comply with these demands there
would be a general strike in the coal camps commencing Octoler 8,
1027,

With one month to disburse the gathering storm clouds, the
industrialists set out to solve the problem by means of forece and
suasion, The I, W, W, too set about to econsolidate their position,
The courts of law and state offices were resorted to in order to
establish the cgn,s\ti.mtipx}gl‘_.ity of ¥he methods of each party. One
Jusn Norisga, key nen in the striking forees, was fired from a
C. F,V&_I, mine because of his a.f‘filia-ti‘o»n}.m'hr‘!;;‘ I. ‘?I.. W. lawyers
decided to maeke a test case of this action, In Walsenburg the
status of the I, W, W, itself was under consideration, Both of
these cases depended on whether this organization was lawful or
not. As is only natural, the case of Noriega was watched avidly.

If»the (}.‘F,’ & I, were found guilty of diserimination, there would

be a flood of cases in the courts since most of the mine owners







followed the practice or firing undaairable workera.

There was an audible sigh of relief from all peace-loving
eitizens when a Justice of the Peage found that Noriega's discharge
was valid because he had broken a company rule with respect to
spreading Red propaganda, However, by the time this decision had
been rendexred, there had been other announcements issued which had
delivered a blow to the agitator's cause, Mr, Thomas Annear, Chaire
man of the Colorado State Industrial Commission, denounced the
Aguilar Conlerence as illegal because the miners! representatives

were appointved by the agitators rather than eleeted by the men,

He also said that all of the voting was dome by show of hand rather

than secret ballot, thus leaving no option of disagreement with the

I, W, W, policy.lo A, 8, Exbree said that the representatives had

volunteered and werg not named by the I. W, W, hierarchy,
As a result of these blows, the atrike leader postponed the

strike date until October 18, 1927, Ton give their cause a purer

atmosphere, and to minimize any objections Mr, Annear might have,
they proposed to hold open mass meetings at the various mines and
to have a representative of the Industrial Commission present, A
secret or an open ballot would be held, in compliance with the

gonmission's wishes, to see if the miners would support the strike,

10 Walsenburg Independent, Sept. 16, 1927, p, 1:6,
1 Rocky Mountain News, Sept, 15, 1927, 7. 4:6.
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Delegates were being named to the meeting at Pueblo, Colorado, to
make final plans for the proposed strike, Although the delegates
eonvened, this meeting was ealled off by Svanum because the leaders
had decided that the strike would be earried out.lz Then too they
had regeived word that the northern fields of Colorado were in-
terested in the possible outecome of the pending strike, These
areas were not in alignment with the southern fields and the
organizers needed more time to bring about an effective coordination
of agction., Also, the leaders had not given up hope of receiving
gourt relief from the diseriminatory actions of the employers,
Paul Seidler was seeking an injunetion against the Toltee Mine,
near Walsenburg, for not letting Juan Noriega take over his Job,
Noriega had been a duly elected checkweighman in this mine but the
superintendent had not been allowed to let him work, This order
had been given by the mine's president.,

Even with these strong amm tacties and support by the eivil
servants, the owners were not through, On September 24, 1927, the
C., ¥, & I, announced pay inereases to beeome effective October 1.13
About forty-five hundred men were to get $6,20 per day as opposed
to $5.25 which they had been receiving, On October 6 eleven more
companies followed suit, so the pay raises embraced virtually all

of the miners in Colorado.

12
Ibid., Oet, 17, 1927, p. 2:4.

3
Irinidad Chronicle News, Sept. 35, 1927, p,., 1l:1,
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The high command of the I, W, W, had to overcome the
employers! forceful tacties, Thanks to the announced pay boost,
the miners would not be so likely to walk out on their bene factors,
it would be difficult to explain to the workers that there were
5t111 many grievances unanswered and that the pay was still not
equitable, Another mass meetinz was necessary to decide on policy,
It was called for about a week after the employers' pay increase
announceme .ty At this meeting on Uctober 16, Kristen Svanum began,
onge more, to spread the seeds of dissatisfaction., He claimed,
by dint of erroneous mathematical caleulations, that in order
to get the amount of incrsased pay, the miners would have to
produce seventeen tons per day or about three times a8 nuch coal
as they had been producing.u' The truth of the matter was, the
miners wbuid 'ge't ‘ab'ou-t %.00 par mk niox;e '1f‘ tfwe& éoriti-nuéd' tl.leir.
same production and could get about $6,00 per week more by produc~
ing only & bhalfl ton a day mores The claims of the Svanum and the
promises of the employers both appear to be wrong and the actual
pay hike appeared to be somewhere in between the two sxiremes,

In spite of all the neutralizing efforts of the law abiding
citizens, the oratory of the organizers tipped the &cales and the
workers stuck by their strike intentions, Hand bills were printed
and distributed which said:

STRIKEY The all state conference meeting in Pueblo Sunday,
October 16 confirmed the strike eall by the Aguilar Conference,

14 1p14., Oct, 14, 1927, p. 116,






The strike date is October 18, If you want demands of the
Aguilar Conference, STAY OUT OF THE MINES by order of the
all state conference of Colorado coal mines, Kristen Svanum,
chairman state executive board,

Sheriff's order is that no deputy be allowed to asju_gult
or shoot in the course of duty exeept in self defense,

The last paragraph of the handbill was however, refuted
by the Sheriff of Trinidad.

Thus it was obvious to the law officers and industrialists
that suasion and legal steps were of little use in dealing with
the striking employeee, This "mere disease of envy and 11‘1‘91131011"16
was spreading. Consequently, the citizens of Walsenburg and Aguiler
held meetinge too, Edicts were issued by these groups to the
effect that the I, W, W, had better leave town.l" When the
agitators did not take this advice s Vigilance committees were
formed, In Walsenburg fifty vigilantes raided the I, W, W,
headquarters and either seized or burned all papers and records
which eould be found. They broke all of the windows and escorted
all of the leaders present to the highway leading ﬁorth to Pueblo
and ordered them to leave, The Mayor of Walsenburg was soon to
admit that these men had taken too mueh authori ty into their own
hands and said that that town would reimburse the Wobblies for

all damage clcme.l8

15 Ibid,, Oet, 18, 1927, p. 4:4,

. Brooks, op. eit., p. 46,
7 prinidad Chronicle News, Oct. 17, 1927, p. 1:1.

18 Rocky Mountain News, Oet. 17, 1927, p,. 1:8,
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At a mass meetinzg in this town the :opreﬁentativea of the
Industrial Commission again declared the strike illegsl and tried .
tc sway the listening mimrs.n But this announcement was only
met with a roar from the workers and there was some difficulty
in quieting them domn without a pitched battle ensuing. In
Aguilar the marshall closed the local I, W. ¥, office and again
records were taken., Seventeen men were put intc jail by the
sheriff for picketing.

Trinided offieials on the other band, deeided that they
would not resort to foree unless it was requinﬂ to enforee the
laws., This would give them an air of sanctity and also save
them from any retaliatory measures. Thus, when zhe agitators
showed up in tho area, tha oitinns paid tm little haad‘ 'rho
law officers watched tbcm clmely for any illegal activities
and the mine cwners kapt them off their private property by means
of well armed guards. This theory pfﬁaé. in the léng run, to
be a fruitful one as fhe Trintdad mines ‘hd a iunipr force of
miners on the job all tmngx the strike period than did the
mines in the Wall&nburg-aaith.r area. Also, the day é.tth the
issuance of the edict of banishment in ﬂalmburg, the agiutara
had returned in & mnah more determined humor and were smmug

justifiable legal acticn against their pcmmmm.m About Qo;

9 einided Guronslo Nows, Oct. 18, 1%, p. 4:1.
® Hew York Times, Oct. 19, 1927, p. 12,
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of the mimers in this region were imective and n!'w ‘trlbn asking
§8.50 per diem while the ¢, ¥, & 1.,‘ which operated the vast
majority of the minees in the Trinidad environs, was oporating
on an almost novmal basis., The various companies® officials in the .
Trinidad region still believed that the ;tim was t0 be shorte
lived in spite of the fact that the I. ¥, W, speakers said that
it was socon to be more widespread and that they were working
diligently to make this threat come tme.al .

Sheriff H, J. Capp of mhrurg heard nrmm that the
strike ormisarl hnd bands of men up in tbo uishhorm Hilh
and that these men had received a carload et- guns snd mttiq@
plus four oerlonds of food, 4 speeial agent of the Denver and
Rio Grande murn Railraad ulam& that he haa ymf 0!' ﬁnt

fact, Of course tho 1. ¥, !. denied nu.a? ‘.l‘ho hxhr &m

Company of LSRR NP e 9 50% mmn 1: sale of miﬂm.“. -

If the strikers did mai'n this earload ar gm nnd dié buy this
ammunition they kept it all well h.iw;, for only & very _tow: Zuns
were turned up in the ~whole southern area and -iha strikers Pnctiulli.:=
never used them, Their main weapon nu m use of mmu and .

appeals directed at ‘the working men. In).inttmctim‘ sent to hiﬁ :

21 1n1a,
#2 ZTrinisag Shronicle News, Oct. 19, 1927, p. 14,
® Bocky Mountain lews, Ost. 22, 1927, p. 1:1.
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soldiers, Paul Seidler said:
Hello workers:
You are not to abuse anyone, You are not to strike
anyone, Tell them they are hurting themselves as well
as tho rest of us. There will be no rough stuff on this
job., The sheriff's orders to his men are teat they must
not shoot or abuse anyone, I_f anyone ﬁ going to get
killed let it be one of cur men Pirst,
The employers' tactics remained unchanged, In Trinidad
the fimm legal defense method was continmuing to pay dividends,
The 1. W, W, was 8till making no beadway in this region. It is
true that the C, F, & I, ccal tomnage production had dropped by
almost one~-third, but a large amount of this loss was attributable
to the Halsenburg area. Sheriff J, J. Marty of Trinidad arrested
twenty men, These men pleaded "mot guilty” to charges of pleket-
ing and bond was set at J500., thus essuring that they would stay
| m m&mm eause any more unpleasantness, The Mexican Consul
stationed in Demver called a meeting of his countrymen, who were
employed in the coal mimes, and asked them to stay on the job and
thus avoid ereating any difficulties between the United States
and iiaxim{:.n.
By the 20th of October, the Walsenburg-Aguilar a.m was hard
bit by the walkouts. Two hundred women of the district had been
added to the pi.bchttng forces. DBecause they lacked the guard force

such as the . F. & 1. or Vietor-imeriesn bad, the smsller and

* Priniaed Ohrontele News, Oct. 20, 1927, p. 43,
%5 1v44., Oct. 22, 1927, p. 1:1.
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independent mines had been the Lardest hit. At 5:00 4. M, on the
20th, some fifty strikers had mede the rounds of five mim in
the region and had forced a complete shutdowmn, The roving hnd
ignored the threats of the guards and formed a human wall through
which those miners, who wished tc work, had to pass. There was
no actual violence, but their threatening presence was ﬁnmgh to
scare off the willing workers. The strikers and tb uirihbw g -
still wanted to get along without recourse to'phyaiﬁl" '«‘uo;.m.' AR
There were charges thab shots were fired at ome warker's home e
during the night, but this charge was frequently reiterated and '
little was done by either -m. to prove or atnwm m M.

Yot it was fear caused by these rovtng m and Mtvim

terrorists which M to be so effective for the I, W. L mu.- ]
This emctlml mn cunaoa tha omploynrl to m.r ’llntho!

or not their po'ﬁien was 8o strong. There were mrt tlnu

that the C, ¥, & 1. hnﬂ nmlﬁ appeal to tht ommr M Md‘,

The fommer had stated that 90% of his men wanted to m hut |
afraid to enter the mines. The mem of one of his mines m o ‘
formally appealed for pi‘otactidn.”r These mmtly ?@Qﬂ'

and at a meeting with Governor Adams it was s.tafad that the

owners 8till felt that there was no cause for alamm and that

they had not asked for help.>. Governor Adams was all in favor

26 1v44., Oct. 20, 1927, p. 1:1.
" ibid., p. 1186,







25
of dodging the issue too and 414 not want anyone to even thint
about the use of amms much less talk about their use. it zeut :
the prospect of state intervention was in the air and not to he |
discounted. Also Sheriff Capps of #alsenburg had asked fér fifty
more deputies 80 that he could place six special deputies ut.gﬁh
of luerfano Ccmxity' 8 twenty-siz mines.

The next few days in Trianidad 1::4?.1*0Z rathe-r quiet although
it took some rather deecisive action on the part of Binrtt!' lla;rt?.'
He placed thirty-six pickets in jall. These men had turned back
the miners at two mines near the Colorado-New MW mr. k. ‘!h
Jailed pickets had coms down from Walgenburg ta mu th
unrest and the mnert wWio hmd quit the mines went hm to _save

trouble. Among the men umshd were Faul Seidler, Juan xoﬁ.g,

and Boaar Mnm. QMMn of tho I, #. 7, National mﬂn

Board. 4s a result of this purge, 90% of the mmm were ;dn tht.,., "

job in las Animas County (‘rrinidnd). : I
ihhmbﬁrg eontinuod to be & sore spot to tho xmwuuu,

" ".p; e
S &

- arrests mounted and ucnen becane more and more ymmnt m ﬁn
Picketing efforts. Sheriff Capps arrested rorty-eno mn ané ﬂ.zt“n
woisen, He held the m on 1o charges after guickly tryin.g., ‘to n'n
the troublesome women who insisted on singing the I. K ‘!».-»t&g.
"Solidarity." The women refused to léave the jgu untn. tbtir :
- menfolk were mlm However there were oth.r women te tak' thir.
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place in the field. Some ten women led the way up toa C. ¥, & I,
mine. There they threw rocks at the twelve mounted and armed
guards and dared them to start a fight. All this time their male
escorts remained in the background and the guards tried to pay
little sttention Vo their adversaries, Undoubtedly they were
happy to see Sheriff Capps arrive and 1ift the siege. When this
group arrived at the jail, they were greeted by their incarcerated
buddies who broke windows again, sang "Solidarity,” and raised a
din in general.

But Sheriff Capps® troubles were not over. The u‘it w,h

had to go out to the same mine and rescue the guards fram the same

kind of treatment, Theme were aboat :1:!;3 -trihﬂ m thu ma. ; sk

all of whal were addad te an squll mher a.ltendy in jcil. n a
result of thcu and other ut&m, more mﬁl were shipped in
from the €, F..& : 9 h&ldim‘ in‘Pﬁoblo. This company ‘ln
electrified the fenee about one ot‘ their mmn in tho m m
kept armed guards posted on tnnty-fnur hour duty. It was uid
that tear gas had been used to disperse erowds at mines and that
it would be used again if necessary.  One hundred special
deputies were sworn in %o ensurs a troubled peace. Thi# move,
however, was soon to be dougtepmin ded by #heﬂit:v Miaéim‘gn
of Walsenburg who, keeping an eye on their purse strings, would 0517
allom a certain ﬁmhor of a;msg,-. Gov.&dams s?till remué to

- Ivid., Oct. 27, 1987, p. 2:3.
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move. The State would not act until the Huerfano County (Walsenburg-
dguilar) funds were exhausted. HNeedless to say the town's oitizens
were none too happy about ﬁe Governor's and Cormissioners?® dcéiaim».
These statements, however, were greeted with cheers from the stﬂh’rs}‘;
"mext to the success of our fight againet oppressors, this is the best
news wo have had since we closed the mines of Huerfano county."ao

The calm appeared to be rapidly kpymohing its end in las
animas County. E. H, deitzel, GCeneral Manager for the C, ¥, & b
made & direct sppesl o the striking miners. He tried to - explain
the diffieulty about anymore pay lcreasss and urged his employess
to_Tetum o worke a1l be got for his efforts was @ loud and

unanimous "Nol"™ from the crowd. \ :
The District sttorney mas the next official te have trouble

Uith the milling mob, Tw sirls bad besn lodsed {n the jail and the
idlers deecided to try to get their release through cocreive methods -
vy rushing his office. But he funly stocd his ground and the otrm;“f:b; ik
retired, , ¥

#hile all this was going on, a thivrd "amy” wes on mlinn._
This erew had came down from WM@g ana had made ‘m rounds of
seven mines in the Trinidad terrisory, qum m in charge of
the operations but the forces were aotually led by a glant Slavie

woman, Sants Benash, With her es inspiration, the mine guards eould

i Irinidad Chronicle News, Oct. 25, 1927, p, 1:1,
s
. ‘;m.’ P. 134,
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not stop the murching pilckets,. Some wirtyz-thm_pichﬁ: nr’ :
thrown iato a nearby jail shich caussd the thmg to mm
irate and to attempt the rescue of their mm. v.&sra. Bo»uh
"attacked Marshsll Sanders, and it is upeM. leid him low
with one mighty ma).:mp.*'g'z " Ehe and one of h@r’ corpanions were
errested. 4gain the mob became ugly, so all the priaénem mere
moved to ssfety into Trinidad,

Hevertheless these demonstrations were effective fram the
I. #. V. standpoint. Many miners were loltering in the streets
of Trinidad, Only sirxty~seven out of three hundred and umt’—ﬂ'
wore at work in the mines which were visited. m:m m m
happy over their mvaraion and said thet all nouthom M ml&
be closed within a fou dn:noa; The mim otﬂmh, in m.
deciaed togmﬂnmmcmmthmmm
_prim,nim Voo Sl iR e

In tyib of theae mrwm thnna wers W vhtny
pointing tc a dlhriomtim or the ‘IMtimm of the mﬁs

leadership, a forced pos.oa. ora mcntnuum to the l:ptnti‘!l (o it

disturbance. It was poanible that the timgzal baniung- from the
1, %, %, gentral mmrm would soon give out . !ln Gmx-u
deeruiting Union in Chieago em&d auppox't the cahmﬁc atrih ae

i 1T on, 24, 1927, po Ll
33 ﬁg! ’!ork g_es, Oet. 25, 192?, P 13*3.
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longer, Word had come from that body that the G. R. U, took in a
total of $400, per month to conduet its affairs in the whole of
the United States, Francezon had asked for $500. per month to
carry on the southern Colorado activities alone.u It can
therefore be understood that the local leaders request was
impossible $o fulfill and that the Colorado affair would necessarily
have to be diminished in magnitude on the part of the strikers,

On the other side of the fence the employers hévm the
effectiveness of the refomers' methods, The red herring scare
of the lLudlow Massacre of 1915-1914 ané fear in general had
decimated the ranke of their workers, The prospeet of paying
$7.75 per day boom more and more m as time pessed. But tho
owners still euma that they would elon down befors -mmina.
thum@& m,uﬁnuaumn otﬁayhaatﬁhoc. r.&x.
hierarehy for protection, Governor idams pua a vult to tln , |
southern ¢oal fields to look the situation en!.

He arrived at ome esmp during a m-mnm hy the pxehti.
Deputies were guarding the bridge leaﬂng to the camp when about
seventy-five people arrived in fifteen cars, The _Moa-intm
were cheering and shouting but, other than that, appeared to be
orderly; so Governor Adams got close to them and was givenm & special
cheer. The strike orgamizers thought it was a zood idea for him

54 trinidad Ohroniels Jiews, Oct. 25, 1927, p. 1:5.
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to pay some attention to their efforts. However, the Governor
was not so smitten with their presemce., He md that the "situation
looks bad" but expressed his trust in the sheriffs to hnndie ii’».36

Re L. Hair, General Supervisor of the ¢, F, & I., told the
Governor that it was this roving bdand of strikers who were causing
all the trouble and that 95% of his men would work if protected
from this mob.w The atrikers thought that the Governor would
mediate, so the 1, 4, #, elected representatives, speakers, and
planned a large demonstraticn for his benefit. Zvery time his
neme was mentioned there was a eheer. However, the Governor was
in conference with the local peace offietal mnd soon seme out with 4
a reiteration of the poliey of non-recognition of the radieal
grouﬁ which was disrupting life in Golom@e.a As a result of
this dictum, he refused fo_niat thair delegation, e axa meet
a group of mon-affiliated miners who made zpm- wishes known to
him, This conference was mracmu lwnwn

The peaceful Settlement project continued on the down-
grade as a vesult of Mry efforts of m pum ériyorm_ |
unknown, Representatives of the C, F. & I, end ‘nmra uu Hold-
ing a friendly meeting in the Trinidad Y. M. C. 4. The couneil

was about %o approve of the existing wage scale when a fire broke

= _m.' P 231,
 mid., p. 44,
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out in the rear of the building. Gas and oil soaked rags were
found in the vieinity of the blaze and the mai;u against the
I, 4. ¥, for setting the fire scon followed.

Then foreshadowing rumors were circulated by the United
Fress that Governor Adams had called out the Hational Guard,
This release was dencunced in no uncertain temms by the Governor
and the Associated Praiu..ao However, only a fow days were to
elapse before the Colorado National Guard Adjutant General, Col.
Paul Newlon, was to caution his campanics to de ready to move.

dith their hopes of coneiliation shattored and their two
top leaders, Kristen Svanum and Peul Seidler, "still in FORTE
vile at fhe sousiy Beskiteit" the plokets set out % make their
weizht felt, Huerfano County wall all but completely elosed
down; so they oncentrated, during the next few days, on the
Trinidad aren. Their fimet efforts were directed toward the
mines between Trinund and inon Pass, They were cmﬂiw io a
fine degree for oanly rorty mz of mr ﬁru mma umn
showed up in the mines on October 26, ‘l!lnir asxt move was to
the north and Aguiler. Here, however, they achieved little

success, Prior to any ptdkﬂins aotiﬂttn they araainc ‘their

maneuvers at an open mass meeting and the mine o-un got ﬁnd et =

the impending sctiom. When the I, W, W. amvu! all th niun, ‘

having been warned of the prospects of wm-anmn, were in

& ;b!é" Oet. 2?’ 19!8” P. 1:4.
 1vd., Oct, 25, 1927, p. 1:5.
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their homes instead of on the way to the miue. Notices had been
left by the workers for thq I. W, i, stating that they had a
holiday and would be back to work on the following day.

The mob, led by Amelis (Milks) Sablich, nineteen year pid
sister of Senta Benash and soon to achieve iational noteriety as
"Flaming Milka" and "The Girl in Red,” would not leave, after
their long hike, without some sort of satisfaction, Gﬁnmntntlr

a fight developed between guards and marchers in which ﬁsts and
clubs were used freely. Sheritf Marty came to the mmo, '
arrested a few strikers, and strengthened his jail force in
order to keep some in and others out. ‘

ihile the strikere were thus sotively omgnﬂ_euh!h of
the town, inside the Trinidad city limite the triale of six
pickets weve \mdomy The d.!hnu attomoy. thu uma ¥illiam
Penn Collins of mxmmxa argued for the right of free speech,
Lie showed that, although the men hopped on the ruaning boards Qﬁf
the miners' cars and fomed road blocks, they did iot a,ctutny_
use foree to keep the mines clear of workers. Nevertheloss two
of the men were found guilsy and given jail sentences of five
days. This was the usual legal procedure followed by the Colorado
authorities uring this strike: that 1s, the men wers kept in
Jail for two or more weeks and then thal_ir cases were dismissed
or they were givem short jail temms, _

The company guards in Huerfano County spent the next few




- bodesris

b
.
9




4 33
days helping two I. . W, fanaties enter the renks of the mertyre.
J. B, Childs, who was in the labor limelisht in 1923 :or his part
in the San Pedro, Califormia, harbor strike, and was one of the
more physiecally formidable Wobbly leaders, wae m & group
against the lester Mine pear Walsenburg. When he refused to
stop as the guards ordered, he was hit "a half dozen times

aseross the hcad“u

with & pick hendie by W. T. S, James, & C, F,
& I, guard captain, This attack did not swerve Childs from nis
march and only caused his comrades to take heart and t;no'.
Charges of assault and battery were lodged and claims wlul thtt
Tifty tough guys were on the ny to lead tha pitlmta.“

The other to gain martyrdom was Amelia ‘albm" . Sbe ms

leading two hundred snd fifty strikers against tmty~ﬂ!l mm

and thirteen bayonet-armed company guards, m m!h tttll@hd

to seize her when she made a break throughthnum mu‘

the guards galloped after her and dragged her back, bmkm b‘r

wrist and causing possible internmal injuries, Thie mDM- the V

march but, for the next hour and a half, the gnards were uncomfortably

entertained by the threatening mob. : : . ;
The next day, October 26, every mine in &ur&no County was '

closed for the first time in history, Between three and four hundred

atrikers made the rounds to ensure that their effective work eould

endure for sometime, These were met by seemingly friendly employers

- idbid., Oct. 26, 1927, p. 1:2,
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CHAPTER 11X
STRUGGLE FOR SUPREMACY

By October 28, the strike was definitely hurting the
employers. They tried to show that their financial mis-
fortunes would be transferred to and shared by the workers.
Since the mines were shutdown, or their production sporadic
at best, buyers were forced to look elsewhere for coal,. bm
of these buyers would not bring their business baek to Colorado
when the strike was over and this would mean a contimuation of
hard times for some workers.

A more amet malevolent feature of the walk out was that
the C, ¥, & I, announced the banking of every third m« of ;
their steel plant in Pueblo, Colorado, thus putting five hundred

1 Furthermore this phnt»hé only :

employees on the imactive list,
two weeks supply of eoal at the two-thirds capseity produetion,
remaining in the coal bins. When this supply was exhausted between
five and six thousand men would be unemployed. HNeedless to say

the men thus affected were unhappy and wemt so far as to tender
their services as mine guards in the southern fields for the
duration,

Because the efforts directed toward a compromise had failed,

A Trinidad Chronicle News, Oct. 28, 1927, p. 1li4.
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the state hoped to spread fear amongst the idle by sending airplanes
into the area and thereby to cause less destructive activities.
Hany of the citizens did not feel this was enough coercion. In
#alsenburg the city commission discussed the effectiveness of a
sirong foree of deputy sheriffs. It was decided that even a force
numering two hundred would be insufficient, so they declared that
they wanted the National Guard to move u-." The President of the
Co Po & 1., J. F, Welborn, too was asking for the troopma

around the turn of the month, both sides seemed to take a
hiteh in their respective belts and to rely more on psychologieal
warfare rather than the more aati;ro measures heretofor used, One
newspaper reported, "Morley has almost full ecrew--Berwind Canon
coming back strong--WHalsenburg distriet gains and gnnaral.uitu;ﬁan. ,
takes good turn, 8Strike pickets lay off, Bapomb striking mi_ujn

nd Two groups were seeking this reported compro-

seek compromise,
mise. The first was the group of miners in the Trinidad area who
were trying to get a former ,-éiatrtét secretary of the U, M. #. to
act as their spokesman to the Govermor. The other group representated

themselves as independent of the I, W, W, They went straight to

2 Ivid., p. 45,

aMa. Oet, 29, 198,' Pe 1:3, The state Judiciary too,
was having diffjeunlties. Members of the I. W. W. were posting bonds
for their imprisoned comrades and they had no property to support their
signatures, Thus the idea of bond forfeiture had become a farce aad

impractical.

* mia., Nov. 2, 1927, p. 1:1.
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the Governor and were directed to the State Industrial Commission;
but the workers refused to appeal to this body for arbitration
becsuse it had been dilatory., 4ll they wanted mas to be asked to
come back to work by their former employers., A few days later,
hosever, one of their leaders agreed to get the sirikers to submit
their grievances to the Camission,

A third group, with battle atill left in tleir veins and led
by Kristen Svamum, voted to continue their picketing methods in spite
of the Governor's order asgainet such setions. Food and coal were
issued to married strikers and soup kitchens set up by the I, ¥, W,
4an estimated eight bundred mere fed in this manner, The money
gotten for this project had been sent fram the headquarters in
Butte, Hontana., Ome of the agitators said, "Hooverize, We've
sent to some of the camps and merely preached to the few miners
rather than cursing and threatening them. This, they claimed, was
not ageinst the executive éréer.‘

In this lull, the coal operatars agreed to openm their mines
on a larger basis, They were detemmined $o protect the men mho
desired to work but they would not keep the pilekets out of the
camps, Consequently when an I, ¥, 4, motorcade arriwed at one
camp they were allowed in and pernitted to make their speeches,

® mig., Bov. 1, 1927, p. 1:4.
Glm.g Bov, 3’ 1927, p. 13l.






Agaln they were fed breakfast after thei r oratory efforts 'en
completed, : »

The law-enforcement officers began to realize the high coet
of the strike and used this calm to unload some of their political
prisoners, JForty pickets were rnhaad from the W#bnrs };u
becsuse they had cost the town $500, per month to keep them locked
up. Undoubtedly they were released because of lack of evidence
but the money reason would have more appeal to the citizens,

The slow acting State government either was not to be
fooled by the inactivity or was just getting around to acting,
Natioml Guam ‘tanks, trucks, and other equipment were hriu onr- <
hauled and readied for any eventuality,. M bmhern were ordered
from Hew York, all the necessary military cuppiiea ncxv, bolng =
atrit.__gioully placed, snd plass of asticn P, being drawn up. The
Governor sent Col. Paul Newlon and his staff to 4ook tha mthom b
situation over, He lilo made an mn& with Roger Mm '
that thirty hour notice of m action would bo fortheoming from thlv
State 1f Francezon would discontinue picketing, This would insure
something the Governor had been demanding for some days in return
for sanething which mattered little.

The miners could not forget the threatening and fear inspiring
methods of the I, W. . In faet the @alsenburg ni‘i‘affaik‘tfimsq 2
demand for protective measures for the miners and even tried %o prod







fadve B el Sl o Lo duieg i st it B e

39
Governor Adams on by binting at efforts to impeach hin if assurence
wae not forthemins.v The police force's irrart- to break up nnf
large meetings followed by frequent arrests oﬂbnﬁ little relaxation
to the men. The miners at the Ideal Mine, near Walsenburg, refused
to work unless machine gun emplacements were erected msar the tipple.
They had seen the mass arrests made and seen the pickets come back
for more,

Partially es a result of this growing sentiment and partially
as a resuli of the pressure brought to bear by f’b owners, -Govam;or
adams ordered the State Law Enforcement Officers to the sceme of the
disturbanool.a The head of this body, Louls Bﬁhﬂ'. ﬁb had been
in charge of that body whem prohibition had required much forcee :
ful support. He was to be in the thick of moh .&‘btt Mtﬂu the ’

I. #. W, and the law, The fifteen State officers were Booi to be =
shown their Guties for, on the day after their arrival, while m«»
tecting mine property mear Trinidad, they were rushed by some five
mndred strikers. In the battle which followed, gun butts, piek handles,
and fists flourished and twelve were arrested including imelia Sablich.
Perhaps the miners did have their protection. :

The State, however, was not finished with its efforts against
the I, W, #. The Colorado Attorney General, i, L. Boatwright, uphbeld

the Industrial Cammission and ruled that the strike was illegal because |

7 salsenburg Independent, Nov. 4, 1927, p. 1:6.
8 Prinidad Chroniele News, Nov. 4, 1927, p. 1:1.
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the signers of the etrike notice were not legally elected representa-
tives of the miners. He also ruled that the owners could seek in-
junctive relief from their troubles.. These were definite moves
toward the satisfying of the grumbligy which were gz;onng in volume,

But the next move was designed to completely break the baek
of the radicals. On November 7 tha tuenty-five top members of the
I. W, W, were arrested end put in jail., There were no charges
filed against these men and none were expected to be issued in
Ghe future, It had been decided that, without forse®ul leadership,
the strike would die a natural death, the leaders could be released

a few at a time with none too veiled thmtu to hurry them on thoir
way out of thn nkto.

However s few of th. -m-mm :nk and file auppoa into the

gap and rorua a ma gunra.. i ma muyt were mﬁmd to k«p
the officials from tmmfering their leaders tp the Pueblo jail by
which move the law forces hoped to lessen the tension. The pecple
of ialunburs could sece bonnm and rockets Mng fired ul through
the night, hchim guns were nmm on the: cmmty Jjail by the
police and a group of armed deputies pntmlbd the stmets all

night long, In spite of the :trikors’ vigil a eoodly numbe » o!'

the leaders were taken to Puehlo.. melud.ﬁ:g m from the nartl;om

fields who were in the emvirons to sonfer with the southern leaders,

9 Ivid., Nov. 5, 1927, p. 1:1.
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These northern men were soon relessed when it was discovered that
they were secking a reconciliation between the men and thair-mw
ployers.

During this period, the County officials showed how they
wers going to clamp down. The Justice of the Pesce, Tan Bradley
of the City of Trinidad, dismissed the casss of Mmm -mnu
and the Distriek ittormey, J. W. Hawley, bad every one of'ﬁh :
immediately put in the County jail, Tihus it appeared tﬁt the
various officiale had finally decided to act with um. L

The state lammen, thinking that their arrests of the tor'
leaders had completely disheartened the strikers, n;itqﬂ the
I, B N mmw:'. on Hovember 9 with the 12“&%0& et llkingi-
more arrests. This was not s emart move for Major mnm Hamln,
Chief of the Stato Police in the soutbern distriet, ud M!' ot
his assistants were set upen and beaten badly in a short, w
battle., The Major was hit on the heed with a briek and the b—- E
sulting wound required four stitches to close, Anothtz tnopcr
bad o have six stitehes taken as o result of o knife wound ead
all five had to fight their way dack to safety, In spite o:fvtb'
annuaneoh Ssaling of the tsler 6f maen pertialassts 3 b strike

activities, they seemed to be well represented in t&;a‘ ‘nmm.m

Possibly as & result of this flareup the total of State law ﬁtf!;qq!l"

was soon increased to gixty in this area,

10 1b14., Nov. 5, 1927, p. 4:5.
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To correct the misfortune of being without leaders, ‘m' E #3 s
lawyer, Willian Penn Collins, was trying to get the release of ew&
of the leaders on a writ of habou corpus, At their haarins u)mﬁ
a week later, November 18, this attempt was all but foiled hy e
Federal statute which stated that any parties who ‘had deen summoned
to appesr and who resided more than ome hundred miles from the
place of the hearing had more than tmty ﬁuyn tn whieh to cppur
Therefore the hearing was to be Gnlayoﬁ m— mﬂ!ﬂr two m and
the leaders were to stay in jail. | | ; 4' v

The miners nevertheless, mn m&ﬁm.,&m nut nat
left in them, continuea to ask i‘ur u&ht% m thcr a@in |

.

approached the Induatrial Commitsion thty nn wﬂ thnt M ml‘ '

have to go back to work before the Mnim mzn m.n § . g i
could only mediate between an:ploylrs and nﬁlml m, u tb

men were on an illegal striks, thay were not uplw. But s
mediation was again souzht by thl miners who claine tht shy m
independent of the 1, W, W. 12

As Ammistice Day came and went, the mplmmi eontimd their

firm stand and the only roremable cessation of hmtiliﬂcs seemed
to be a eomplete capitulation on the part ef the minera, m
employers insisted that there wss nothing to arbitrate although

the miners were resorting to the ecirculasion of petitions which

zdo; EQ'. 10 1927. p. 1‘1@
12
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were to be presented to Gov, Adams. The mine officials claimed that
these petitions were just another means of getting into thc camps
for stirring up diasatiamctich.m They therefore warned the men
that anyone entering mine property with this aim in mind would
be treated as a 1;rexspasner.14= ;I‘heir sincerity in this matter was
proven by W. T, 5, James, the C. ¥, & 1. guard who had shown him-
self to be forceful once before, Janes had used a great deal of
force in getting one of these petitions from one of the ecirculators
and again had assault and battery charges filed against him,

The strikers attempied to get safe conduct for their peti-
tioners by promising to withold striking and picketing uethitiu.lﬁ
They would, that is, discontinue these activ‘itha until they had
gotten their petitions for reinstatement and adjustments before the
Governor. Howeier the cn;»loyoi'a stood firm and fhe mmrism
miners trickled back to work until the mines were restored to about
a half to three quarters of their opontingatrcfnéﬂa. R, L, Hair,
official of the C, ¥, & I,, was asked to reopen hii mines so that
the idle could provide for their raﬁxilias. To acé&nodate thevso men,
and to earn a few dollars, a new system of admittange and assurance

was established, Cards were issued to suthorized miners and not

issued to the I, W, W, agitators.

13 1vid., Nov. 12, 1927, p. 1:1.

14 Ibido, NO'. 14’ 1927, po 1:40 f

15 1pia.







: 44
In one trouble spot machine guns were set up by Louis Scherf
snd his State Foliee to make sure that mo strike leaders would get
near the <ns1:XMLFault xmlns:ns1="http://cxf.apache.org/bindings/xformat"><ns1:faultstring xmlns:ns1="http://cxf.apache.org/bindings/xformat">java.lang.OutOfMemoryError: Java heap space</ns1:faultstring></ns1:XMLFault>