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TEE ETHN050TANT OF JWE1 INDIANS

The Indians in New Mexico may be divided into two general types 

— wandering and pueblo. The Athapascan, or wandering Indians, con­

stitu te a group which has drifted  from the fa r  north into New Mexico, 

They are more or less nomadic and war-llke, and not agricu ltura lly  

inclined, therefore to a large extent dependent upon their neighbors. 

The remaining Indians in New Mexico are the pueblos. These groups 

are independent, peaceful, and industrious, particu larly  along their 

respective lines of weaving, basketry, p»ottery, and agriculture.

(13, 14)

Language

The Continental Divide extending thorough New Mexico appears to 

have had some e ffec t upon the distribution of the lin gu is tic  stocks. 

The Rio Grande Pueblos, receiving their name from the Rio Grande 

River, l i e  east of the Divide. In the early  years of the history of 

the Indians these pueblos were very numerous; today only seventeen 

v illages remain. The Zuni v illages a l l  l i e  west o f the Continental 

Divide, while the Athapascan groups have settled.on both the east and 

west sides o f the Divide.

The languages o f the Indians o f New Mexico are derived from three
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distinct lin gu istic  stocks: Tanoan, Kieresan, and Athapascan.

The Tanoan stock is subdivided imto three divisions or tongues: 

Tiwa, Tewa, and Towa. This stock embraces the Rio Grande Pueblos 

lying east of the Divide and the Zuni v illa ges  lying west of the Di­

vide. The Tiwa tongue is  spoken in thie v illa ges  of Taos, P icuris, 

Sandia, and Is le ta , while the villages of San Juan, Santa Clara, San 

Ildefonso, Narabe, and Tesuque use the Tewa tongue. (14) The Towa 

tongue, which is now spoken only in th.e Pueblo o f Jemez, was once the 

language of a large number of pueblos which have become extinct. The 

v illa g e  of Pecos, formerly the largest and most populous of the pre­

h is toric  pueblos, was the last to become extinct. The Pecos ruins 

are located upon the Upper Pecos River , eighteen miles southeast of 

Santa Fe, four miles from Glorieta. During the years 1790-1793 Co­

manche raids and epidemics greatly reduced the numbers in Pecos, and 

in 1838 the seventeen survivors joined their kinsmen at Jemez Pueblo. 

Today in Jemez there are twenty-five inhabitants who claim Pecos hlood 

only one o f whom was born in the mother pueblo. (14, 5)

The v illa ges  of Zuni have in the past been classed by themselves
a )

as to their language. Mr. John P. Harrington says* RThe Zuni lan­

guage is certain ly related to the Tiwa., Tewa, and Towa tongues or the 

Tanoan stock. The words and structure are sim ilar.*

The second stock or Xeresan is no t subdivided, and is  spoken with 

slight variations in the pueblos of Coichiti, Santo Domingo, San Felipe, 

1
Correspondence with J. P. Harrington under date o f May 3, 1930.
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Santa Ana, Zia, Laguna, and Acoma.

The third lin gu is tic  stock, the ^Athapascan, is spoken among the 

nomadic tribes o f Navajos, J ic a r illa  *and Mescallero Apaches. These 

people do not wander as o f old, but hsave become accustomed to the 

comparatively easy liv in g  on their resspective reservations. (Map I )  

(13)

Territory

The Jemez Indians were given fouir square leagues of land, measur­

ed a league in each direction from thee church, by a spurious grait

supposedly from Governor Cruzate at 111 Paso on September 20, 168$.

The surveyor general fo r  Hew Mexico, boelieving the grant to be axth- 

entic, made no investigation, and reccommended that the Indians be 

granted their four square leagues. Coongress confirmed the grant on 

December 22, 1858, surveyed i t  fo r 17,,510 acres, and a patent was is 

sued by the United States Land O ffice in 1864 covering this tract.

This land is called the Jemez Pueblo Grrant, and embraces township 16
(i)

north, range 2 east o f Hew Mexico Primcipal Meridian. (Map I I )

1 1
"According to the documents foumd in the archives at Santa ?e, 

Governor Cru ate between September 20t;h and 25th made twelve grants 
of land to the follow ing pueblos: Acosma, Cochiti, Jemez, Laguna, Pe­
cos, Picuris, San Felipe, San Juan, Saint a Ana, San Domingo, Zia, and 
ZuSi. These documents were forged, anid therefore spurious. From 1854 
to 1890 they were considered true papesrs, when W ill M. Tipton proved 
that they were written subsequent to 11.832. I t  was found that soma o f 
the sentences in the documents were taiken from the book O.leada Sore 
Huevo Medico published in 1832 at Puebjla, Mexico, by Antonio Barriro. 
Further proof of the fa ls ity  was a conmparison o f the signatures of 
Cruzate on these grants with papers o f ' known authenticity. The pieblo 
of Laguna was not founded until ten yeaars la te r , and the Jemez Iniians
were not in their present s ite  u n til aafter 1705." Coan. History o f 
Hew Mexico. Vol. 1 , p.214-77.
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The Jemez Indians also have a reservation given to then by Preii-
( 2)

dent Theodore Roosevelt on December 19, 1906. This reservation 

adjoins the Pueblo Grant on the wes t and covers the entire towiship 

16 north, range 1 east o f Hew Mexico Principal Meridian, and com­

prises 14,933 acres. (Map I I )  President William H. Taft on Septem­

ber 1, 1911, amended the executive order o f President Roosevelt o f 

December 19, 1906, to read "New Mexico Principal Meridian0 as there

was no MJemez Meridian. 0 Otherwise the amendment was identica. with 
(3)

the orig ina l.

History

Prior to the conquest o f the Spaniards in Southwestern America

in 1541, - the Jemez Indians were scattered over an area compris.ng 

approximately townships 17 and 18 north , ranges 1, 2, and a friction  

of 3 east of Hew Mexico Principal Meridian; or ch ie fly  in the een- 

tra l and southern parts of the Canyon <Le San Diego Grant. (M apll)

2
White House, Dec. 19, 1906. Jemiez Pueblo Reservation townihip 

16 H. range 1 2* Jemez Meridian, except ing any tract or tracts the 
t i t l e  to which va lid  lega l rights haive attached, be, and the sane 
are hereby withdrawn from sale and settlement and set apart as a re­
servation fo r the uses and benefit o f  t3he Indians o f Jemez Puelo. 
Theodore Roosevelt.

3
White House, Sept. 1, 1911. Executive order o f Dec. 19, 1506, 

withdrawing township 16 N. of range 1 E.. Jemez Meridian fo r th« bene­
f i t  of the Indians o f Jemez Pueblo i.s hereby amended to read a* f o l ­
lows: ° I t  is hereby ordered that thte fa llow ing described landi in
N. M. namely, township 16 H. range 1. E. H.M.P.M. excepting any tract 
or tracts the t i t l e  to which rights havee attached be, and the same 
are hereby withdrawn from sale and settlem ent, and set apart ai  a 
reservation fo r use and benefit of t,he Indians o f Jemez Pueblo.-
Wm. H. Taft.
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This area lust descrioed may be knowm as a province.
v<4)

A t  was in the f a l l  of 1541 that Coronado, a Spanish explor­

er with an expedition under the command o f Captain Francisco Barrio-
(5)

nuevo, accompanied by Castaneda, the chronicler, found the Jemez 

Indians in this province. Coronado i  s said to have seen sever pueb­

los and heard o f three others which hie did not v is i t .  These pieblos 

were in proximity to Jemez Hot Springes (Aguas Caliente) which is 

more than ha lf the distance up San Diego Canyon and east o f tie cen­

ter. (Map I I )
(6)

Espejo in i m  v is ited  seven v illa g es  in the Jemez province 

and heard of three more which he did not see. OEate in 1598 slso

4
Francisco Vasquez Coronado seemred permission in 1539 tc com­

mand an expedition in quest of the Seven C ities o f Cibola which Fray 
Marcos de Niza claimed to have discovered on a preliminary expedi­
tion  in 1539. Encyclopedia Britannica, 14th edition, Vol. 6, p.457.

5
Pedro de Castaneda de Nacera wars a private sold ier and lis to r-  

ian in Coronado*s expedition of 1541., L it t le  is  known about lim*
That he was well educated is indicated by his superior style in w rit­
ing which fa r  surpassed that of other* narrators of the Spaniel con­
querors. Upon returning to New Spaim he remained in Culiacan and 
wrote Relation de la  Jornada de CibolLa. Tw itchell, Leading Fscts of 
New Mexican History, Vol. 1, p. 173-1774. (note).

6
Antonio de Espejo, a wealthy, iindustrious, courageous, md cap­

able man, offered his services to the; Spanish Government and Irancis- 
can Orders to rescue the fr ia rs  from the savages o f New Mexico. At 
the ti:ne, he was cavalier at the mine;s o f Santa Barbara. The Govern­
or of Cuatro Cienegas issued the licen se . Previous to th is, Coronado* 
fa ilu re  and the reports o f the martyr-s inspired the Franciscar monks 
to save the souls o f the savage men, and under Rodriquez, a Franciscan 
monk, started to New Mexico in 1581. Tw itchell, Leading Facts o f New 
Mexican History, Vol. 1 , p.265-290.
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v is ited  this province. He reported that he saw seven pueblos 

(Guayoguia was the name given to one of them), and heard of three 

more elsewhere which he did not v is it .

I t  was apparently the policy and intention of the Spanish Gov­

ernment to found missions in the New World not only to save the na­

tive  from perdition, but also to enlarge the church influence, 

wealth, and to prepare for future colonization which meant exten­

sion of Spanish power. With few exceptions, a l l  the "padres" came 

to the New World with one intent, to inculcate their fa ith  and to 

save the soul of the savage man. The missions were religious estab­

lishments under the control of law but governed and directed by the 

padre presidente. The ultimate aim in the mission was to Christian­

ize  and c iv i l i z e  the Indian, and make the mission self-supporting; 

then the mission could be converted into a c iv i l  pueblo, the mission

7
Juan de Onate was well f it te d , wealthy Spanish explorer and 

se ttle r  o f New Mexico. 03ate with pains and most systematic ways 
took several years in preparation fo r exploration o f New Mexico. Un­
t i l  Bancrofts account of Ohate's entry into the country, l i t t l e  had 
been published in relation to this important event. Adolf Bandelier 
in writing o f Onate*s "entrada" is  the f i r s t  authority in the English 
language to use the poem of Caspar de Vallagra, a companion o f Oftate, 
which was published eleven years a fter the conquest. Oftate was very 
ambitious to be known as one o f the discoverers o f the unexplored 
lands of New Mexico. He offered to equip and pay part of the expens­
es o f his soldiei*s. His most extravagant ideas were not accepted by 
the viceroy. He obtained t it le s  o f Adelantado, Governor, and Captain 
General fo r  himself, high o f f ic ia l  t i t le s  fo r  his cousins and his son 
who was accompanying him. Onate had great d if f ic u lt ie s  in starting, 
due to jealons friends and enemies. He was able to proceed into New 
Mexico on Dec. 17, 1597. Twitchell, Leading Facts o f New Mexican His­
tory, Vol. 1, p.301-308.

(7)

/ vn v
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buildings into churches, and the missionaries supplanted by a regu­

lar priest.

To comely with the intentions o f the Spanish Government anl to
( 8)

fa c il ita te  religious matters, the fr ia r s ,  particu larly Tray lar&te 

de Salmeron, a Frahciscan who came to l iv e  among the Jemez Indians 

in 1618, induced the Indians to consolidate. I t  was a long, ha?d 

struggle, and only p a rtia lly  successful. The majority of the J«mez 

“Indians organized themselves into two principal pueblos in 1622 

Guysewa (San Diego) in the northeasterm part of the province netr 

Hot Springs, and Astialakwa (San Jose) in the southern part o f ;he 

province between Guadalupe and San Diego Canyons. (Map I I )  Eacl o f 

these v illa ges  probably had a chapel. Previous to 1680 the pueUo 

Astialakwa was abandoned and another ome known as Patokwa (San *uan) 

established to the south. (Map I I )

"''-/"Among the Indians of New Mexico, sa sp ir it  of enmity arose igalnst 

the Spanish people./ Twice during the seventeenth century the Jenez 

Indians confederated with the Navajos and waged war upon the Spmiards, 

se ttlers , colonizers, fr ia rs , and a l l .  'In 1680 occured a general re- 

vo lt o f the pueblo Indians in which the? Jemez Indians participated.

8
Pray is  a person designated as belonging to a relig ious bnth- 

erhood as the Dominicans and Franc isc-anis. Jesuit fathers are never 
so designated. Twitchell, Leading Fact.s o f New Mexican History, Tol.
1, p.253. (note).
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Fray Juan de Jesus in Gyusewa was k illed . Fray Francisco de 

Munoz, then probably in Patokwa, escaped with the Alcalde Ma^or and 

three soldiers. They fled  in the direction of Zia hotly purmed by 

the Indians, and were rescued by tthe Lieutenant Governor, Al<nzo

(2)

Garcia, of New Mexico.

A fter 1680 the Navajos, Apactnes, and Utes waged ceaseless war

upon the v illages  of Jemez, Picuriis, and Taos. At the same 'ime 

these la tte r  v illages combined foirces and made war upon the ?iwa

people because of their support off the Spanish cause. The Jtmez,

Picuris, and Taos Indians fled  to the mesas fo r  they feared punish­

ment by the Spanish fo r v io lation  of their promise of allegiince to

Spain.
, (10)

In 1681 Governor Otermin attempted to gain the mission but 

the Jemez Indians fled  to the highh mesas. The Indians retuned to 

their pueblo8 following Otermin1 s leave. Cruzate made a similar at- 

tempt, with lik e  results, in 1688.. At the time of the Eecon<uest in

9
Fray Juan de Jesus was appoiinted to the mission of Gyuewa in 

1667 and k ille d  by an arrow in 16880. On Aug. 8 , 1694 De Var{as todk 
the remains which were buried closse to the wall o f the kiva n the 
f i r s t  square o f the pueblo, and haad them reinterred in the ciapel at 
Santa Fe on Aug. 11. Twitchell, Heading Facts o f Hew Mexicai History, 
Vol. 1, p.366 (note 375), and p.3662 (note 369). Hodge, Handbook o f 
American Indians, Vol. 1, p.629.

10 /
Antonio de Otermin was the Spanish Governor fo r  New# Mtxico be­

tween the years 1679-1683. luringg the pueblo revolt Otermin was un­
able to withstand the attacks of tthe Indians in the Upper Ri» Grande 
Valley, and was forced to return tto El Paso. In 1681 Otermii tried  
to reconquer the lost terr ito ry  buut was unsuccessful, and reumed 
to El Paso in 1682. He was succeeeded by Petriz  Cruzate. Tw.tchell, 
Leading Facts of New Mexican Histcory, Vol. 1, p.344.
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16921 De Vargas found the Jemez Indians with large pueblos b ii ltJ
on the high mesa (probably in the southern part of the province).

He induced them to descend and won th e ir  allegiance to Spain.

The following year 1693 the old hatred of the Jemez Indians a- 

gain9t the pueblos o f Santa Ana, San Felip e , and Zia on account cf 

their faithfulness to the invading Spaniards, broke out afresh aid 

provoked a new attack. In this outbreak the Jemez a llie d  themselves 

with the Navajo warriors. De Vargas agrain cameto Jemez to subdue the 

unruly Indians, who renewed their promise of f id e l i t y  to the Sparish 

cause. However, almost immediately the Jemez Indians again made an 

attack upon their neighbors. This timie De Vargas, accompanied bj 

so ld iers , Santa Ana and Zia Indians, returned to the Jemez count 17.

The Spanish force was divided; one part climbed a dizzy t r a i l  upcn 

the mesa and attacked from the rear, while the other d iv is ion  mace 

the attack from the front. The Jemez Indians put up a brave fight, 

but due to manoeuvres and firearms, the Spaniards and a ll ie s  wert 

successful. A month la te r  De Vargas destroyed the v illa g e  the Jenez 

12
Diego de Vargas, a Spaniard, wa.s a man o f decided energy aid 

pronounced decision of character. Froim the beginning of his governor­
ship in 1692, he incurred the displeasure o f the Cabildo o f Sants Fe.
De Vargas made many enemies, ignored minor c iv i l  and m ilitary  autior- 
it ie s ,  and was fin a lly  charged with embezzlement of funds. De Vargas 
unwillingly resigned his o f f ic e  to Cuhero. He was imprisoned for 
three years at Santa Fe, and no one wa;s allowed to see him. The ;harg- 
es were investigated, and he was fu lly  exonerated. De Vargas retimed 
to Hew Mexico, was taken i l l  while tra ve lin g  in the Sandia Mountains, 
and died at Bernalillo in 1703. Twitcihall, Leading Facts o f New lexi­
con History, Vo11, p.380-415.

(12)
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Indians had been occupying, alomg with several others, and returned 

to Santa Fe with a large store o>f smppliefc, prisoners, and the body 

of Fray Juan de Jesus.

The pueblo of Gryusewa was r*eocurupied by the Jemez people who

remained there u n til the revolt o f 1696. The Indians h ille d  the
(13)

missionary, Fray Francisco de Je>sus;, then fled  to the high mesas

where temporary shelters were comstiructed. While upon these mesas,

the Jemez confederated with Aconua, INavajo, and jJuni tribes. These

united forces attacked Santa Ana., Ssin Felipe, and Zia, and were a-

gain repulsed by De Vargas. The triibes o f Acooa, Zuni, and Jemez

then severed their relations, amd thie Jemez Indians escaped to the

Navajo country where they remaimed uintil 1705 when they returned and

bu ilt the present v illa g e  (W&latioa).. Between the years 1714-1728 the
(14)

Indians of Jemez were attacked b;y tine Navajos and Utes. These

onsets decimated their numbers amd aabout this time a pestilense spread

among them which took a s t i l l  gr^eatesr t o l l .
(15)

In 1782 Jemez was made a v iis ita i o f the mission o f Zia. In

Fray Francisco de Jesus, ialso> called Francisco de Cas&us, who 
was in charge of the Jemez mission, was k ille d  In 1696. Twitchell, 
Leading Facts o f New Mexican His tory^, Vol. 1, p.410.

14.
The Utes are a group o f Imdiains belonging to the Shoshonean 

lin gu istic  stock. These Indians forrmerly occupied the entire central 
and western portions of Colorado;, eaistem Utah, and extended south in­
to New Mexico. These people weree wairlike and did not fo llow  agricul­
ture. Hodge, Handbook o f Americian Kndlans, Vol. 2, p.874-876.

15
V isita  was a Christian outfcposit v is ited  or to be v is ited  by a 

padre who resided elsewhere. Twiltchiell, Leading Facts o f New Mexican 
History, Vol. 1 , p.253 (note)

.
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1873 this pueblo (Walatoa) became a Presbyterian mission and remains 

such today. The mission with the aid of the Government has been train­

ing the Indians in the useful American arts and providing a certain 

amount of general education. In 1929 this mission school had an en­

rolment of twenty-three pupils. (22) There is  a good Government Day 

School which covers the work of the f i r s t  f iv e  grades. The school 

has a capacity o f th irty  pupils, but the enrolment in 1929 was fo rty - 

one. (22)

Organization

The Indians who wandered into New Mexico so many centuries 

ago possessed some sedentary tendencies. They found homes in the 

natural caves o f the c l i f f s ,  which are numerous in some sections o f 

New Mexico. Their numbers increased and as natural food products 

were not in abundance and usually found at greater or less distance 

from their caves, i t  was necessary fo r them to move down into the 

va lley  where farming could be more easily  carried on, fo r this was 

the only way of supplementing nature1 s g i f t s .  To move downward was 

dangerous fo r  these people as i t  meant exposure to natural elements 

and enemies. To overcome this d if f ic u lty  they bu ilt upon almost In­

accessible heights, mesas, and plateaus. Here they bu ilt their homes 

and kept their wives, children, and the helpless. The men then used 

the fe r t i le  va lleys below fo r agricultural pursuits and carried their 

harvested products to the plateaus.

The Indians used stones set in a mortar of clay fo r the building
kr v* y
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of homes. In the earlier years of their occupation of the va lleys, 

they "built only three walls u t iliz in g  a bank fo r the fourth. Most 

of the Indian homes were constructed by building rooms side by side 

and one above the other, forming a community known as a "pueblo" — 

a name of Spanish origin  meaning " v i l la g e . " These houses were bu ilt 

o f the above named materials, or from "adobes", which are bricks 

made from clay, dried grasses and roots, and baked in the sun. The 

pueblos were sometimes two or three stories high. The ground flo o r  

►« had neither doors nor windows and the only means of access was

through the top; these rooms on the ground flo o r  were used for stor­

age. The liv in g  quarters were upon the second flo o r  with outside 

ladders which could be drawn up in time o f need, and these ladders 

were the means o f ascent and descent* Very l i t t l e  timber was used 

as it  had to be carried great distances by manual labor, as means of 

transportation had not been introduced. The term "pueblo culture" 

has been loosely applied to the customs and habits of the Indians 

\ who build this sty le of home. (14)
\  r

The Indians o f Jemez are pueblo. The v illa g e  today shows the 

changes brought about both by the Spaniards and Americans.^ To see 

how they lived  previous to this, one would have to turn to the study 

o f their ancient s ites . ( 10)

The need fo r  water, though nothing has been said upon the sub­

je c t, was fu lly  realized by the Indian. New Mexico is  considered an 

arid country, but many small streams and springs are found in the

■ft -r v-vf ■ • • ./£%
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mountains which are replenished by the heavy snows and rains. The 

rivers and dry arroyes in the time o f melting snows and heavy storms 

are changed into raging torrents. From these various sources of 

supply the water has been stored in crude reservoirs and used to i r ­

rigate the crops. Some of the less fortunate Indians have had to go 

greater distances, carry, and store the water by means o f o llas ( ja rs ).  

(14. 11)

Climate plays an import ant part in the l i f e  o f every nation.

The mild sunshiny expanse of the Southwest offered every inducement 

to the Indian to pause in his wanderings and remain. (11)

Most o f the pueblo Indians are agriculturists. I t  is only where 

nature’ s food is in abundance we do not find the farmers. The arid 

country adds a hardship to a farmer which is d if f ic u lt  to overcome.

The Indian has succeeded in raising good crops of corn, squash, and 

beans. The seed corn has been carefu lly  selected from year to year; 

only the best is planted and necessarily a deep rooted and sturdy 

variety has been developed. These farmers have found i t  is necessary 

that the seeds be planted deep in the richest of s o il, carefu lly

weeded, and then irrigated  when needed; they try  to plant to catch

the la te spring rains to germinate the seeds. Before the Spanish
y.-. . ; •

came into Hew Mexico, cotton was raised which yielded small fib ers 

hut i t  was in su ffic ien t quantities to weave the ceremonial k i lt s ,

b e lt6 , and headdresses. Most o f th e ir  clothing was made from skins 

and other materials. (14)



I
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The Spanish brought with them goats and sheep, the hair and 

fleece of which took the place of cotton for weaving cloths and cer­

emonial materials. Today commercial cotton yam is bought to weave 

their ceremonial garbs and commercial materials and clothing are 

purchased. The Spaniards introduced horses and donkeys as beasts o f 

burden, and cattle fo r hides and meat. They introduced the ch ile 

which the Indians now raise in large quantities to s e l l ,  reserving 

only enough for themselves.

Apple and peach trees and grapes are said to have been brought 

by the Spaniards. (14) This is probably not the case, but possibly 

the seeds from the f ir s t  brought by them may have geminated and 

grown. (14)

L it t le  domestication was practiced by the Indians previous to 

the Spaniard^ arriva l. I t  has been said by some that eagles and 

turkeys were kept in captivity; others say possibly chickens and dogs. 

Today in most of the homes there are dogs, cats, and chickens. Amer­

ican products, manufactured implements and utensils are rapidly tak­

ing the place o f their own.

The Jemez Indians do not practice the fin e arts o f basketry and

pottery making to any great extent, but some attempt is  being made to
\ p'V

revive the old art of making pottery, and to improve upon upon i t .

Bowls, o lla s , and various pieces were and are s t i l l  made from clay.

In the d ifferent processes of baking d ifferen t clays make d ifferen t 

colored pottery. Jemez ware is mostly gray decorated in black. The
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baking dishes are not usually decorated. Some of the others are 

either ornamented by the imprint of the thumb nail when moist, or 

painted with plant juices a fter the ;pottery is dry. As a whole,

Jenez pottery is very crude. A few '.baskets are woven from the leaves 

of the bear grass (Nolina microcarpa]).

A ll nature contributes to the welfare of the Eed Men who have 

settled  here. The mountains forestecd with pine, spruce, f i r ,  aspen, 

and scruo oak provide haunts fo r deeir, bear, wolf, fox, and squirrel. 

Upon the ragged c l i f f s  is the home off the eagle. Rabbit chases are 

conducted upon the pinon and juniper dotted mesas, h i l ls ,  and sandy 

va lleys of sage and cactus. Sometimes nutrient grasses cover these 

h il ls  which are used fo r grazing. Thie shrubbery o ffers  protection 

fo r grouse and sage hens which are burnted by the Indian. The r ive r 

banks and swamps are lined with a heaivy growth of reeds where hide 

many varieties  of duck. New Mexico hias many beautiful birds, some 

o f which are sought by the Indians f o r  food and plumage. (12)

The conmunity a ffa irs  of Jemez aire conducted through two dis­

tinct d ivisions, the summer and winte»,r people. The summer people 

dwell on the north side o f the pueblo facing the south, the winter

people on the south facing north. Eaich has its  own kiva. The clans

are held sometime in January; each diw ision selects its  men fo r  the

a rb itra r ily  belong to one or the othe>r of the divisions. Elections



—
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the council, is composed of the heads of the fam ilies o f the v illa ge .

The offices are: The governor who represents his people in a l l  na­

tional a ffa irs , unites the v illa ge  fo r  common welfare, and gives the 

orders of the day. A lieutenant governor is also elected whose duty 

is to assist the governor. The war <captain, usually selected from 

the opposite d ivision from that of tfoe governor, is equal in rank to 

the governor. But with the elim ination o f wars his duties changed 

to supervisor o f the ditches, fences,, roads, t r a i l s , and stock, and 

he does police duty during ceremonialLs. A f is c a l is elected whose 

duty is to care fo r the finances of the v illa g e . The lands are com­

munity property, not in the sense of socialism; but each head o f the 

family is given a portion to t i l l  and! care fo r  a l l  of his l i f e  as

long as he performs this duty, then lit is  passed on to his children. 

Since property is  common, every man nnust do his b it in community af­

fa irs , such as cleaning the streets, ditches, t ra i ls ,  and roads, in 

the care and the building o f the sanctuaries, and other communal 

buildings.

Religion though subject to the council to some extent, is  under

tne control of the caciques and of thie medicine societies . Bach clan, 

usually a group o f consanguine people), may have its  own kiva. The 

clans follow the matriarchial system;’;! that is , a l l  the children born
/  . v ' ■ ■ I f

of the clan bear the name o f the mothier. A ll marriages must be out­

side of the mother* s clan. The clan :naae‘ s ign ifies  the totem, the 

origin of which is  not known, and represents some natural object.
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Jemez has eleven clans, namiely: Eagle, Turquoise, Com, Sun, Pine,

Badger, Squash, Cloud, Coyote, Crow, and Earth. (13) The clans with 

names representing objects iof summer are usually members o f the sum­

mer people. Cod and nature are worshiped as one. Each dance repre­

sents a prayer to the Eathe:r for f e r t i l i t y ,  germination, and matur­

ity  of the crops, rain, fo r  a ll  l i f e ,  and the essentials o f l i f e .

The many dances which occur at fixed times during the spring, sum­

mer, f a l l ,  and winter are sacred. Everything that is used in the 

d ifferen t dances represents the thing prayed fo r, or is essential to 

i t .  These should not be macle a matter fo r  jest.

Within this closely knUtted social organisation are found other 

secret orders or fra te rn it ie s . A priest, subject to the cacique, is 

at the head of each fra tem iity . Through application, a young man 

may express his desire to become a member of the order. Entrance to 

these orders is not always am easy matter, and one may be compelled 

to wait many years before being admitted to membership. Some are 

permanently excluded. One diuty of the fra te rn ities  is caring fo r  

and curing of the sick. Zacli order jealously guards its  secrets from 

the others. A betrayal of these secrets means severe punishment, fr e ­

quently the death o f the off*ender. This explains the reason fo r  many 

of the uses of the medicinal herbs not being given. Since many clans

are represented within each fra tern ity , the family or friends may ca ll
.

upon any order fo r aid, the same as an American ca lls  the physician o f
’

his cUce. The Pecos Indians, though amalgamated, are proud o f their ■fi *m

I .

-
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K3T TO PRONOUNCING

a: as in father.

X.: as in cat.

u: sound of oo as in moon. W "being the same sound is represented 

by u also, although the usual w may be used, 

c: represents the sound sh.

■y,: represents ng. This symbol is called the ta iled  n. 

g: is  the so ft g. 

e: as in play, 

i :  as me. 

o: as in lgw.

h is added to a l l  words ending in vowels because i t  is supposed to

be heard.

• (period) a fter a le t te r  denotes the prolonging o f that le t te r , as 

does a rest in music.
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Alnus tennlfoil?-. Alder.

The bark is peeled from this tree, also from the Mountain Mo- 

hogany (cercoc&rpus montanus), and from the birch (betula fon tin a lis ). 

These three barks are then boiled together until a red color is ob­

tained. This dye is used to paint moccasins.
/

Amaranthus retroflexus. Pigweed. Tcie fuoh iah.

The young plant was a food fo r the Indians of many generations 

ago, but i t  is not used by them at the present time.

Arctostffphvl n -n va -n ra l. Bearberry. uio.autjkuh.

The leaves are dried and smoked as tobacco.

Artemisia sp. Sage brush. Giu.ueh.

The leaves o f this plant are excellent for a ll  stomach troubles. 

Asclepias Milkweed. Guo.pHh fuoh.

The immature seeds o f this plant are used for food.

Astragalus sp. Locoweed. SH^fuoh.

The Indians chew the roots o f this plant which acts as a cathar­

t ic .

A trip lex canescens. Salt bush. G-uatawah. Katcalah is  not a 

Jemez word but sometimes used.

I f  a person is badly hurt, weak, and fa in t, the leaves of this 

plant are gathered and put upon a f ir e .  The smoke resulting from the

burning of the leaves revives the sick one.

The leaves are crushed in the hands and placed upon ant b ites. 

(Probably to reduce the swelling and ease the pain.)

Bailey a multiradiata.

. s
J. - ,v> '
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This plant is put into clay which is  used in making adobes; it* 

is also used in plaster.

Berberis fftndleri. Barberry.

The small red berries are gathered and eaten as food.
/

Betula f rmM nai u . Birch. Haiuenah.

The bark of the birch is used to make a red dye by the simple 

process of boiling i t  in water. The dye is used for painting the 

moccasins red.
/

Car ex. sp. Sedge. Pxuah (p means water).

This is a sacred plant and used in the kiva.

Castllle.te. Integra. Paint brush. Givy fuoh.

To prevent ch ile seeds from spoiling while stored, the dried 

colored bracts of the paint brush are mixed with the seeds.

Chrygothamrnifl sp. Babbit bush. Kixnnuh fuoh- (dog bush).

For a gargle, a decoction is  made from boiling the green parts 

o f the plant tied with cedar boughs or twigs. The plant is  also bene­

f i c ia l  in cases of colds on the chest.
/

Clematis l ig u s t lc lfo lla . V irg in 18 bower. TsijJfuoh.

The Xoshares use this beautiful plant to decorate the persons

soid hats o f the performers in the summer and fa l l  dances.
/

Conopholls mexlcana. Squaw root. Pagiabuh.

An odd superstition exists that a participant w ill  bs more sw ift-

jfotted i f  he -will rub the ground with this dried plant Just before the
iSEgfc.

race.
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Cornus lnstolonea. Dogwood. Hotgih. (oow arrow).

3ows and arrows are made from the tough branches o f the dogwood.

A medicine fo r grippe, headaches, and body aches is made by 

grinding the whole plant, roots and a ll  upon a grindstone. This pow­

der is boiled and the decoction with addition of salt is drunk.

Dasiophora fru ticosa. Shrubbery. Cinquefoil.

The Indians gather these beautiful yellow flowers to use in their 

summer dances.

Srodlum cimitarlum. A lf i le r ia . Filaree. Daleh.

To prevent a watermelon disease (probably a fungus growth upon 

the seeds) this plant is  dried and the powder is  mixed with the water­

melon seeds during storage and planting.

The Indian women eat the plant and roots to produce more milk 

fo r the nursing children.

Fallugla par ado xa. Apache plume.

The slender brancnes are gathered and bound together to form a 

broom which is used fo r outdoor sweeping. This broom is also used 

to separate the chaff from the wheat in the harvest season.

i
Jorestiera naomexicana. Wild privet. Ironwood. Ui-julc.

Croton texensls. Giafuopul eh.

makes a purple mark upon the body.

juice o f the berry is mixed in white clay and the body painted.

Geranium atropurpureum. Cranesbill. Lxnlaepah.

The berries are gathered and used in the summer dances. The

f
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Many years ago the moccasins were sewed with the sp lit  epider­

mis peeled from this plant.
/

Grindelia sp. Gum plant. B^tasaefuoiah.

This dried plant is ground and then boiled. This water is used 

to cleanse cuts upon both human beings and horses.

Grossularla leotantha. Gooseberry. Gitciaah.

The gooseberry bush furnishes berries fo r the Indian as well as 

the white man, but the former eats his uncooked.

Gutierrfiy.i.g Snakeweed. G^alikiah fuoh.

The water in which this plant has been boiled is used in the 

healing oi sores.

This plant is chewed by the Indians and the ju ice is spit upon 

bees. Some property in the juice k i l ls  the insects. Another method 

o f k illin g  bees is to place the plant upon a slow f i r e  and the resul­

tant smoke destroys the bees.

A decoction is  made fo r  drinking by bo iling the plant. This is 

used by the women a lte r  ch ildbirth following the cedar decoction re- 

medy. |J| f

Helianthus annuus. Sunflower. Pehpah. (pah is flow er), |

To hold the clay partic les together the sunflower is  mixed with

clay fo r plaster.
.

The seeds are boiled and this water is  used to wash in. The 

juice is extracted and is  used as a direct application in dressing





The sunflower is used by the Xoshares as a decoration in their

dances.

Hyme no caucus sp. Fuoh iah.

A tea is made by steeping the plant which is tied  in l i t t l e  bun­

dles.

The Indian finds this tree very useful as i t  furnishes building 

material, fu e l, medicines, and ceremonial decorations.

The trunks are used as uprights and beams, also fence posts.

The limbs and boughs are placed side by side across the top over por­

tions of corrals or enclosures as shelter fo r livestock.

For medicinal purposes, the leaves are simmered and the resul­

tant decoction is drunk as a remedy in cases o f stomach or bowel dis­

orders. The tribeswomen drink this wtean fo r  four days following the 

birth of an infant.

The ornamental branches and twigs are used in nearly a l l  o f their 

dances.

Juniperus sconulorum. Rocky Mountain Juniper. (Lady juniper).

• The berries which are small, blue, and succulent are gathered 

by. the Indians and eaten raw or stewed as food.

Ir is  missourlensis. 31ue flag . Ukh* pah. (cloud flower).

This dainty flower is used in the dances as a decoration. 

Juniperus mo ns Derma. One-seeded juniper. Cedar. Auj .̂kah.

/
Juniperus s ib ir ica . Juniper,





A "beverage sim ilar to coffee is made "by boiling the leaves.
/

Xoeleria cris ta ta . June gass. Salac.

A broom is made by bunching and tying this grass together. 

Lobelia splendens. Cardinal flower. Uho pah.

This rare dainty red flower is used in the rain dance. 

Machaeranthefta sp.

I f  a horse is suffering from blood poisoning, force the horse 

to drink a decoction made from boiling this plant.

Melilotus alba. Sweet clover.

This plant is  a very nutritious food for horses.

flollna mlcrocarpa. Bear grass. Oteh.

The leaves are woven together into baskets.

Oenothera hookeri. Evening primrose. Paeh pah.

The Indian deer hunters carry the roots o f this plant as a charm.
/

Oountia sp. Prickly pear cactus. Oixpooh.

The fru it or pears are eaten. To remove the spines the fru its  

are rolled on the ground.

This fru it has a medicinal value. The pear is baked in the coals 

a fte r  the spines have been removed. When so ft, the skin Is removed, aid 

the hot fru it skin is placed upon the bo il to heal i t .  (Probably to 

remove the swelling and pain .)

Parosela formosa sp.

The leaves from this plant are steeped to make tea, and when "toil­

ed the liquid is drunk as a cathartic.





Parthenocissus vitacea. V irgin ia creeper. Tsivj fuoh.

This plant is used in the summer dances. The oerries are crush­

ed and the ju ice is mixed witn white clay to paint the body. This

makes a purple mark.

Peritoma serrulatum. Pocky Mountain bee plant. &i»jm<.iu pah. 

(Bee flower).

A delicacy is the fr ied  cakes prepared from this plant. The 

green parts of the plant, when about six or eight inches high, are 

boiled; the fibrous material is taken out and molded into cakes.

These cakes are tnen fried  in grease. Tue young and tender plants 

are also eaten as greens.

Pinus ednlls. Pinon. Tsaan.

Tne small but very rich nuts of this tree are gathered in large 

quantities in the early fa l l .  The Indians save what they desire fo r 

themselves and s e l l  the balance.

A red color is obtained by mixing the gum of the old and the new 

trees and this resin is  used to paint jars and bowls.

Pinus scopulorum. Western Yellow Pine. G-ua.nih.

The principal use to which the Indian puts this tree is to pro­

vide timbers fo r roofs.

Pseudotsuga niucronata. Douglas Spruce. Kw*.puleh.

The Kosfcares use the branches in their dances.

Pterospora andromedea. Pine drops. *lugiou j. (Elk g ir l  tree ). 

The leaves o f this plant are smoked in the kiva.
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Quercus gambelil. Gambel Oak. Gu*nih.

The wood of this tree is very hard and tough, thus suitable for

the clubs used in rabbit hunts

Rhus trllobata (Schnaltzia trilobata). Lemita. Giypooh

This shrub has a wide range of usefulness — baskets are made 

from the twigs and small branches; the bark is chewed as a remedy 

for sore gums; and the berries are gathered in the spring as an arti­

cle of diet.

The branches of this shrub are found to be a suitable material 

for hoe handles.

Robinia neomaTlcanA. Locust. Hue.

The fibre of the locufct tree is so tough and e lastic  that the 

branches are used fo r bows. Because of the sweet nectar o f the flow­

ers they are gathered and eaten as food.

Salix exigua. Sandbar willow. Ts*h.

The straight branches are used fo r  the inside roofs.

Salvia sp. Sage. Guah.

A cure for kidney troubles is this plant either eaten raw or 

boiled in water and the decoction drunk.

Sarcobatus vermiculatus. Greasewood.

In racing games part of this plant is put on the foo t, then the 

foot is raised and kicked. Each contestant tries  to see which kicks 

i t  the farthest. *
/

Seneclo f i l i f o l iu s Guiwfuoiah,

/
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To revive a fa in t person this plant is put upon hot coals and 

the smoke stimulates the sick one.

V itis  arlzonica. Wild grape. Avialah.

The berries or grapes are gathered and eaten; the bodies of the 

dancers are painted with a paste formed by mixing white clay with 

the juice from the berries.

Xanthium sp. Cockleour. Guanpuleh.

Tnis plant has medicinal use in urinary disorders. It is boil­

ed and the decoction is drunk.

Yucca sp.

me roots of tnis plant are boiled, the fibrous parts removed, 

and tnis water ruboed in the hand to form a lather. This soap is 

used particularly in washing the hair and woolen blankets.

Lichen. Xia giK. (Means spilled stone bowls).

For a cure or aid for sores this moss is used.
/

Moss. P*fuoh.

In the sickle dance this moss is used as a decoration.

Algae. rthah.

Algae is a sacred plant and used in the kiva.
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