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CONVERSATION PIECE -
. from the Analects of Confucius '

Tselu, Tseng Hsi, Jan Ch’iu and Kunghsi Hua were sitting
together one day and Confucius said, “Do not think that I
am a little bit older than you and therefore am assuming

airs. You often say among yourselves that people don’t.

know you. Suppose someone should know you, I should like
to know how you would appear to that person.” .
Tselu immediately replied, “I like to rule over a country
with a jages, situated between two powerful
war ine. I like
to take charge of such a country, and in three years the na-
tion will become strong and orderly.” -
Confucius smiled at this remark and said, “How about
you, Ah Ch'iu?” ’
" Jan Ch’iu replied, “Let me have a country sixty or sev-
enty li square or perhaps only fifty or sixty I square. Put
it in_my charge, and in three years the people will have

enangh to eat, but as for teaching them moral order and mu-

sic, I shall leave it to the superior man.”
“(Turning to Kunghsi Hua) Confucius said, “How about
you, Ah Ch’ih?” ; _ Coe -
Kunghsi Hua replied, “Not that 1 say I can do it, but
I’m willing to learn this. At the ce i religio or-
ship and at the conference of the princes, I should like to

wear the ceremonial cap and gown and be a minor official

assisting at the ceremopy.” -
_ 195
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«How about you, Ah Tién?” -+ = BRI ¢
The latter (Tseng Hsi) was just playing on the seh, and’g

with a bang he left the instrument and arose to speak. “You 3§

know my ambition is different from theirs.” :

«It doesn’t matter,” said Confucius, “we are just trying %
to find out what each would like to do.” Y o

Then he replied, “In late spring, when the new spring &
dress is made, I would like to go with five or six grownups 3
and six or seven children to bathe in the River Ch'i, and 3%
after the bath go to enjoy the breeze in the Wuyi woods,
and then sing on our way home.” -

Confucius heaved a deep sigh and said, “You are the

" man after my own heart.” .
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CHARON
Lord Dunsany

Charon leaned forward and rowed. All things were one
with his weariness. ‘
It was not with him a matter of years or of centuries, but
of wide floods of time, and an old heaviness and a pain in
the arms that had become for him part of the scheme
that the gods had made and was of a piece with Eternity.
- If the gods had even sent him a contrary wind it would
have divided all time in his memory into two equal slabs.
So grey were all things always where he was_that if any
radiance lingered a moment among the dead, on-the face of

such a queen perhaps as Cleopatra, his eyes could not have -

perceived it. :
It was strange that the dead nowadays were coming in
such numbers. They were coming in thousands where they
- used to come in fifties. It was neither Charon’s duty nor his
wont to ponder in his grey soul why these things might be.
Charon leaned forward and rowed, S
Bo one came for a while. It was not usual for the
gods to send no one down from Earth for such a space.
But the gods knew best. -
Then one man came alone. And the little shade sat shiv-
ering on a lonely bench and the great boat pushed off. Only
- One passenger; the gods knew best. And great and weary.
gﬁmron rowed on and on beside the little, silent, shivering
" ghost. . .
And the sound of the river was like a mighty sigh that
Grief in the beginning had sighed among her sisters, and that
could not die like the echoes of human sorrow failing on
earthly hills, but was as old as time and the pain in Charon’s
arms.
Then the boat from the slow, grey river loomed up to the

61

e —— e B

e}




coast of Dis and the little, silent shade still shivering
stepped ashore, and Charon tumed the boat to go wearily
back to the world. Then the little shadow spoke, that had
been a2 man.
© “I am the last,” he said.

No one had ever made Charon smile before, no one before
had ever made him weep.
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