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INTRODUC TION

The national convention of an American political party is
powar politics of the first order, Finley Peter Dunne's charescter,
Mr. Dooly, has said, "Politice ain't beanbag", Politics is nev.»
beanbag, even on the local level., In national conventions, careors

are smashed, hopes and dreams are dashed, kings are made and broken,

plots and plans are devised and execubted, success and failure per-

meate the proceedings. In addition to the effeet on men, the party
- is foreed to make decisions that affect the future of the patty as '~ ' =
well as the nation.

The presidentiasl nominating process provides a guadrennial
test of party organization from the precinct to the national comuittee,
Factional conflicts occur at every level, Sometimes these conflicts
involve national issuesj often they involve national candidetes;
always they involve the power relationship of party operators,; local,
state and national, The national convention provides the clearest
view of the nature of a politieal party and the relationship between
its various elements. It seems that the party's entire past is re.
flected and its fubture revealsd in the proceadings.

The Republican Party suffers from & deep split among ite
merbers, This division goes much desper than the dissensions between
the Tast and Midwest, big business and small business, suburb and
rural., In the decade between 1858 and 1868, the business groups

acquired the position of ascendancy, and the progressive.minded

ii







noliticians were laft to soek such influence and rewards ss were

postible,

The basie neture of this early division is revealed by its

persistence, While at times the split is healed on the surface, it
has remeined & fact of 1ife with which the Republican Perty must
contend. In the 1880% it was the Stalwarts against the Half-Praedsy
in the 1900% Regulars against the Progressives; today it is the 0ld
Guard ageinet the Hodern Republicens, This split is only partly
explained in terms of section, ¢lass and cconomic interest. At the
vottom it is ideologieal., Clinton Rositter cells this a split between
"the sophisticated conservetism of corporation exscutives and the
traditional conservatism of small.town leaders. Jameg MacCOragor
Burns refers 4o 1t as betwsen the Congressional wing and the Pregis
dentisl wing -- & division maintained by the differsnt constituenciss
of Congressmen snd the Pnanident,z

In its present form the Republicen discord emerged for the
first time at the Philadelphia convention of 1940. The candidaey of
Jendell Willkie, who had once been a delegate to 2 Democratic national
convention, turned two vague tendencies "into two proud »camps.":’
¥illkie promised to be a better, cleansr and more efficlent New

Dealer than Franklin Rooseveli. This group became known o8 the

10linton Rossiter, Parties and Politics in fwerica (Tthiea,
Hew York: Cornell University Press, s Do

2James MecOregor Burnsy The Deadlock of Democracys Four Party
Polities in Axerics (m J@rsﬂymntic&ﬂ&ll’ mn, i 3)’ Do T;‘o

SRosaiter, k.







Eastern or International wing of the party, Basically international
and busipess minded, it was the mere progressive element. Willkis's
opponent for the nominatieng; Robert A, Taft, promised to roll histery
back at least a few yeers, to reject mueh of the Hew Deal, This
Hidwestern or 0ld Cuard group was conservative and colored with
nationalism and even isolationisns The contest between these two
groupe pointed up the basic eonfliot within the Hepublican Party,

The split continued through the 19k and 19:8 conventions.
The liberal wing of the party sccepted the United Nations, the Truman
Dootrine and NATO. Each time the progressive wing won the nomination
and lost the election., Bach time the conservative wing continued to

wield its influence on party philosophy and peolities from the Congress

whore it was able to maintain itself.

ifter Willkie's defeat followed by that of Dewey in 19Li and
1948, the Taft wing became even more determined to rescue the party
from the "Easternere®, Taft himself believed that the defeats were
caused by the accoptance of the New Deal ideologye To him, victory
could come only if the Republicans retwrned to Yorthodox" Hepublicans
ism, As Teft viewsd it, the campaigns of Willkie and Dewey had
failed to provide a meaningful cholce so the conssrvative supporters
stayed home,

In 1952, the convention contest was between Taft, the conser
vative and Dwight 0, Ziserhower, backed by the moderates. The
apnarent issue had been the technical one of delsgates' eredentials,
but the real issue was who should speak for the Republican Party:
the regulars who worked for the national party round.-the.cloeck and
round. thewyear in lean times snd good, or local politiciens who

iv







moved in on the party opportunistically when prospects looked bright?
As it had in 1912, controversy centered in the Southe Then the
Willian Ha Taft-controlled convention had re-nominated the President
and had sent the fubture Bull Hoosers out of the convention shouting,
gteam roller® and "naked theft¥,.

The 1952 contest between Taft and Eisenhower presumsd the
vietor would have a strong voice in determining the policies and
nolitice of the party. Though neither could esteblish the direction
of the party alone, the outcome of the contest would determine the
course of Republicen policy.

The delegstes to the 1952 Republican convention were in four
to Taft, (3) those committed to neither candidate, (L) those whose |
eredentials were contested.

The study here is concerned with the last category of delew.
gates--egpecially the contested Southern delegates, The hasie
cuestion 1s to evaluste the role of oontestad Southern dalegations.,
No attempt will be made to study the kaleidoscope of convention
activitles. Instead it will foeus only on the contested delegations
and the relation of tin o;nigidnt/es to that contest.

Chronologically, the study will examine the mﬁure of the
candidacy of both Taft and Bisenhower and the strengths and wesknesses
of eachs, The paurpose here is to poinf. up the aapeé'os of esach eandi.
date that relates %o the seating contests.

Hext, it is necessary to examine the nature of the Republican
Party in the Soubh and to examine the ingredients thal moke the
conflict possibles HRach of the contests will be examined at the

v






state lavel to show the deteils of the contest and the relation of
the candidates to the contest,

The effect of the contest on the pre.convention campaigning
and the use of the contests es an issue will be examined. The effect
guestionad here is how the contests were utiliged by the candidates
and what influence the contasts hed on other delegates.

Finally, this study will examine the convention itself, Here
we. are concerned with all of the ramifications of the contesise-
their use as an issue, the relation wit«h the candidates, and the
strategy of the candidates in using the ssating contests as & step-

ping stone to the nomination.

seating contest on the fimal nomination, In sddition, an attespt
will be made to show how this influsnce was affected and why it wes
possible,

An exanination of the contested Southern delegations will
provide some information eomperning why Eisenhower won and why Taft
lost the nomination. It will elso provide sowe information on the

nature of the Repuvlican Party in the South and provide some basls

for determining the role the South has in the fature of the Republican

Party.

A further value of this study is to provide partial insight
intc the Republicen Party as it existed in 1952, 2t the conventlion
the two major divisions of the party were deadlosked and the final
decision wes influenced by the party's most 1mffgctive CORPONEDN Lesen
the Southern wing of the porty. A study of this kind may also lead

to further auestions as to the future developuent of the Republican
vi







Party, JWas Richard Nixon's sasy nomination in 1960, for example,
an indication of healing the Republican split or only an example of
Nixon's political brillisnee that made him satisfactory to both
elements? Or does his subssquent defest in the general election
indicate that the bresch still exists and that he was wholly satis.
factory to none of the major elsments?

The most interesting questions of all, hes the one-party
South been broken by the inswrgent movement, and what is the future
of the Republican Party in the South? dre left unsnswersd., However,
some background information on the subject is provided, The value of
any study lles not only with the questions that are answered, bub

study provides for amswering or examining future quostions.
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CHAPTER I

THE NATIONAL SCENE

Taft 's Candidacy

On October 16, 1951, Senator Robert A, Taft of Ohio threw
his hat in the presidential rimg for the third time, He had first
been a gerious candidatel in 1940 when he lost the nomination to
Wendell Willkie, In 194L, he had steppsd aside so that his sena-
 torial colleague from Ohio,l John Bricker, could run. In 1948, Taf® = = =
made his most serious bid for the nomination before being defeated
by Thomwas U. Dewsy, governor of New York. Now in 1952, hevwould
have his last chance at the nomination.

In the fall of 1951, Taft's chances looked good. Dewey, twice
dafeated in presidential elections, was out of the running. In
addition, the Dewey-led-Eastern-wing of the Hepublican Party had yet
to decide on a willing ecandidate, BEarl Warren of Califormia looked
like a possible contender, primarily because of the large California
delegation. Other possibilities of the "dark horse™ class included
Tverett Dirksen of Illinois, Harold Stassen of Minnesota and CGeneral
Douglas MachArthur,

Taft was the first to snnounce as an avowed carclidate, His

"‘Taft was the Obio Republican delegation's pre-convention
favorite son candidate in 1936, for one purpose of holding the un.
comeitted ODhio delegation together,







announcement was, in fact, a stetessnt of his over.all strategy, He
said, in part,
« » o I have taken this action becauvse I an convinced that a
majority of the Republicans in those states and throughout the
nation reelly desire me to be the candidate for the party, That
majority is especially pronounced among those most interested
in the Kepublican Perty and most determined to restore Republican
prineiples of liberty, integrity and sound judgement to the
couneils of the nation  + &

I am going to run becsuse I believe I can conduct the only
kind of campaign which will elect a Republican to offiege,

I believe we can extend to the eniire nation the methods which
we used in Ohicwes forthright presentation of owr case to the
peoples of the country « o «

Taft was attacking, in effect, the caupaigns of ¥Willkle and

Dewey as ™me-too" on the New Deal and calling for a return to true
nemises; the "ean™ win" charge. He asked the voters to loock at

his victory in Ohio's 1950 senatorial contest as proof of his prowess
as a vobe gettar.6

This announcement urped Republicens to reject the "me~tooism®

of Willkie and Dewey and accept the lsadership of Taft. He argued:
There have been snough of the "me.too" campeigns., Now, Republicans
should L. u to "Mr, Republican®, "ir, Integrity". The Republicans
need 8 "gut" eandidete.-not someone like Dewey in 1948, Don't be.
lieve it when they say, Taft can't win..look what I did in Ohio,.

Thus Taft established the tone of his campaign., He would run

28 & "true” Republican end a fighter for the Fepublican principles,

Siew York Times, October 17, 1951, ps 1.

SIn 1950, Taft had defested J. T. Ferguson by a 431,000
vote margin in the Ohio senatorial contest.






Taft's Strength

Taft entered the campalgn for the Republican presidential
nomination ag the leading member of the Republican Party, He wus
¥r, Republican, He, who believed it wes the duty of the opposition
party to opposey had led the Republican Congressional delegation in
opposing the Fair Deal policies of Democratic President Harry 3,
Trumen, As leader of the Congressional delegation, Taft had been,
in fact, the leader of the Republican Parby.l

Taft's main source of strength was with the party regulars,
His strength was not in converts but in the faithful, Taft wes &n

organization man who understood the value of political rewards to the

about making speeches, he made & point of meeting with county cha.ﬁ‘.
men and preeinet workers and "talking shop", explaining how he won
in Ohio. One perty worker remarked, "If Taft were elected, I would
know everybody in his cabinet. But who in the hell would I know if
it were Ike?"?

A second facet of the same appeal was tha£ Taft was a perty

regular who had sarned his spurs in perty battles and was not an

interloper, He hed led the Republican opposition to the lNew Dsal.

Trhe leadership of the perty out of power is usually assumed
by the Congressional delegation, This is espeecially true when the
out party controls the legislature but not the presideney.

8paul T. Devid, Maleolm Moos, Ralph ¥, Goldman, Presidential
Hominating Polities in 1952, Vol, III. The Hational Story (Faltimore:
John Hopkins Press, 1954), ppe L7-L8.

9nTart or Bisenhower®, Life, Vol. 31. (Angust 6, 1951), L2,
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Fair Deal actions of the Demoerats., His status as party leader wess
aarned.

Because of Taft's strength with the regular party workers
and officials, Taft had gained conirol of the Republican National
Committee. In 1949, Hugh Scott, a Dewey supporter, resigned zs
National Committee Chairmen and was replaced by Cuy Cabrielson, a
Taft man. The extent of Taft's control is indicated by the eonvention
officials sslected by the national committess General Douglas
Hacirthur, keynoter; William Hallshan, temporary chairmany Joe Martin,
permanent chairman.lo All of these were Taft supporters,

Taft also drew strength from his position as Senate Republican
leader, The Congressional Republicans strongly supported him, A
poll of the House of Representatives, taken by Representative Walter
Norblad of Oregon in February of 1952, showed 81 of the responding
1Lk supported Taft, while 37 supported isenhower.tt This support

is further reflected in the list of speakers for the National Convens

tion, It contained 2 of the 25 Hopublican povernors.le

In his demuneciation of the campaigns of Willkie and Dewey
Taft pointed out that these had feiled, because they did not give
the conservative voter a meaningful choice, He believed the failure
of Dewey in 194€ indiecated the need for e hard<hitting campaign.

against the Democrats; and that only he, Teft, could lead that type

10n1he Eye of the Nation", Time, Vol. hO (July ik, 1952), 23-2k,

;g quoted in Paml T, David, Prasidential Nominating Poditica
in-19521-The Natiomal 5%aF¢, Vols 1, pe U0

12pime, Vole b0 (July 1k, 1952), -2k
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ol cm*apai;:n.m It was Taft who had lad the Republican Congress in
the development of the issues that would permit the Republicans to
make a fight in 1952: "Corruption, Communism and Cronyism.’"u‘

A further factor in Taft's strength was his experience. He
had been in the Congress since 1936 and during the lean years for
iepublicans had risen rapidly to the role of leadsr of the Republican
Party in the Senate. While some doubted his administrative ability,
his legislative ability was unquestions@.l®

His personality and public imsge were basic to Taft's politi-
cal approachs He was known as "Mre Integrity". This was a fundamen.
tal part of his eppeals While many would disagree with his stand
on issues, Taft wes never accused of being a politically notivated
rerson. He beliewsd that he was "right" and was leading the fight
againgt the "wrong“.»]-6

Taft's record as a vote geitier was presented to the psople
as & known factor. He had defeated J. T, Ferguson in 195C, by the
largest margin in Ohie's history. He had never been defeated in an

election and would support the entire ticket.

Taft's Weaknesse

Taft also had weaknesses as a candidate. As is often true,

137ar4 failed to realize that Truman, in 1948, had run as much
apeinst the Hepublican 80th Congress which was led by Taft, a8 much
as he ran againgt Dewey.

Wri111am 5, ¥hite, The Taft Story. (New York: Herper and
Brothers, 195L), p. 17he

lsﬁaymond doley, "Senztor and the General," Newsweek, Vol. 39
(January 21, 1952), p. 96,

Ophite y 126,
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politicel assets are :lso liablilities. The congressional lsadership

that made his candidacy possible was glso a disadvantages .1t had
licnated meny vobere. His record weakened him with those groups

whose votes he would need in the general election; that is, the indes.
pendent vote and swing voters from thé'bemocratic Party.

A corollary of this weakness is Taft's ddentificsdion as @
politician. &s Iven Hinderakér points out, the Ameriecan pecnle
prefor a2 man who has a "politieal mind” but whose acte do not appear
politicalst! While Teft could hardly be classified as a Thurlow
Heed, hw was closely identified with the party machinary,

another wesknsess was his lack of voter apg*al. A pe?t of th
v¥a$'h;¥ ;‘;! Ac$1 1dent1$1cation, but there were othaf fartorf. an
of these was his colorlsss public speaking.la His puablie jwape was
uningpiringe Throughout his public carser atleupts were made to
humanige Taf'ts Ae a recent study points out, referring to the 1936
Kepublican Primsry in Ohio,

In their speaches Robert talked sbout issues, Martha (his
wife) talked about Robert. In a sense the wife's tesk was the
herdesty Robert Teft wes an honest product bul not very attroct ves
ly peckaged,1?

Py 1997, the cast was chonged, but their roles wers the same, Taft's

publicity hed the usual pictures of Taeft with Indian hesddrisass or

n&wboy hateg but always Taft looked incongruocus and uncomfortabls,

17ivan Hinderaker, Perty Politics (New York: Henry Hol% and
orpanyy 1956)s pe 466,

Whugens He Roseboom, A H §£7qf Pregidential Elect Lons

(Now Yorks The Naelfilliasn (’0!’*%;12;': * s Pe 400,
) o . * . -
Wori 98 dudah and Ceorge Winston Scdth, The Unciwsoen (Wew

York: Vintsge Hooksy 1619}, pe 230,







In the political field, one of Taft's weeknesses was his
ties with Con;ressipnal leaders with whom he was very strong, Howe
aver, state organizations are more often controlled by a state's
governor through the use of patronage than by the Representatives
and Senztors, This 1s especially true, because the Republican Party

nad been removed from federal patronage since 1933, Patronage that

wag avallable came from the state,

The most telling weakness of Taf't was the charge, "he can't
win®", Taft could not understand this. He had never lost a state.
wide electionj he had carried Ohio by almost a halfemillion votes.
Yet this tag was his constant nemlsis, To the Republican leaders,
primerily interested inbwinning, it became a major issue, Talt, in
his drive for the nomimation, not only had to prove he was the choice
of the Republicans, but also that he could win the slections David
Ingells, Taft's campaign manager, had pointed to Taft's margin of
victory in Ohio, He argued that Truman would be the Democratic cane
didate and that Truman's prestipe was so low anyone could beat him,
fle sald Eisenhower was popular, because no one knew how he stood on
any issue while Taft hed a solid following.20 Ingalls had some
success in convineing the party professionals, but Taft would have to

fight the publie opinion polls as much as the other candidates,

Lilseshower's Candidecy

The name of Dwight D, Bisenhower was {irst entered in the

race for Hepublican presidentisl nomination in 1950, 1ig occurred

2O"Campaign Crisis", Newseek, Vol. 39 (April 7, 1952), pp. 31~







Dewsy agein definitely removed himsell from consideration, then he
referred to a "great world figurey; . . + @ man who understands the
problems of the world® whom he, Dewey, would recommend to the New
Tork ':lelngat,ion.zl The next day Eisenhowsr disclalimed lewey's suge.
section and said he had "had no change in sentiment about the presi.
dency."2 After these announcements Bisenhower's name wes never oub
of the plcture albeit occasionally elouded by doubt,

To the Yzetern wing of the Republican Perty a major drawback
to Eigenhower was his doubtful party affiliation.53 in Ootober of
1950, he had been reecalled %o active duty and appointed as Suprese
Allied Commender in Efurope, Vﬁmn- ha laft for Furope in Jenuary 1951,
his soliticsl affiliation was still unknown, In September, 1951, an
old friend, Ray A, Roberts, said Eisenhower had confided to him that
he was "a good Kansas Republican.."zh During the swmmer of 1951, a
steady stream of leading Republicans visited his Peris headquarters,
On Septeubsr 30, 1951, Sherman Adsms, governor of Wew Haupshire,
announced that Eisenhower's name would be entered in the Hew Hampshire

prir.-‘uu'y.zS He was also endorsed by meny Hepublican governors asttending

2lyew York Herald Tribune, Osteber 16, 1950.

“®pavid, Presidential Nominating Polities, Vol. I, 26.

2353 senhower had been meationed by bobh Democrats and Repube
ans 28 @ candidate in 1940, and had stated he wes not available
» high public office,

2

Upayid, Presidential Nomlnsting Polities, Vol 1, 27

e
“ONew York Times, October 1, 1951,
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9
the governors?! conference in Teunesses,  Asiong them were Peterson of
Hebraska, Adams of New Hampshire, Arn of Kansss, Dewey of Hew York,
Fohler of Wisconsin, Thoraton of Colorado and Langles of Washington,26
%While there had been no public. snnouncement by Pisenhowsr, this
list of gubernatorisl endorsement indicates something more substan.
tial than hope that he would be a candidate, In addition his sup
porters had wmacde some gains in gathering organigationasl support.
Uisenhower's candidacy was not clarified until Jemwary of
1952, On Jenuary 5, 1952, Henry Csbot Lodge made the following
announcenent s
I have been seked by Govarnor Sherman Adams of Hew Hampshire %
....... to enter General Bisenhower as a cendidate for the pregidency - - - - - 1}
on the Republican ticket in the New Hampshire primary, I have
assured Governor Adess that Coneral Elsenphower is in to the
finish, Ceneral ZYisenhower hes personally sssured me that he is
a Republican + « o ¢« 1 invite you to check this inm Peris .2‘} s @
I am speaking for the General and I will not be repudistad.
“isenhower, in Farls, issued a statement confirming Lodge's state-
ment, saying in pard,
« o o Under no circumstance will I ask for relief from this
assignment in order to seek nomination to political office and I
shall not participate in the pre.convention activities of others -
who may have such intention with respect to me . . « +» In the
absence of a clear eub call to politieal duty, I shall contrive
to devote w full attention . + « to the task to which I am
assigned 20
Eisenhowsr had c¢learly left himeelf a loop hole, In his 1048
rejection of moves to nominate him, he had stated that military

of ficers should not seek high political eoffice "in the absence of

%navid, Presidential Nomimating Polities; Vols I, 27.

2TNow York Times, Janusry 7, 1952; p. 1.

“Ulow York Tiwes, January 8, A952,
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some obvious and overriding reasoms."?? Now referring to his eavlier
sentimvents he could still be a candidate, NMere important, howsver,
vere the words "olesar-cut call."  Plainly he waes still hoping for s .

draft-~but if the draft didn'™ come, he was committed to a campaign,

Fisenhowar's 3Strength
Eisenhower's grestest strength as a candidate was his great
personal prestige. Only Bisenhower and MseArthur had emerged from
Yorld War II as true wilitary heroes, and Mscirthwr failed to capital.
ize politieslly on this feeling, Hisenhower's popularity extended
beyond gretitude..it was cherismatic lesadership, His populerity
.approached a feeling of hero worship among much of  the populace, The - . . - . . -

tern “grandfather ismage™ has bean applied to Tisenhower's vopularity.

His public image was certeinly one of wisdow, leadership and bemevow .

lence.

& part of his populerity was his intesrity. His wwillingness
to conduet a politiecal type campaign seeusd to be further evidence of
this. Thus his appeal was a8 2 leader who was sbove the polities
that seemed so much 2 pert of the Truman Adminiatration,

In more conerete aspects, Siscnhower had 2 cereer thet had
trained him to sdninister large organigations. This adainistrative
ability was a aajor part of his appeal to the politicians,.

Lisenhower's understanding of foreign affairs and experience
in dealing with foreign leaders was also pressed as 2 major advantage.

The Eisenhower backers pointed out that smilitery affairs snd foreim

29 Judeh, The Unchosen, 2Ll
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policy were the nost compelling lssues faeing Americe and who knew
these better than their candidate?

This strength of Zisenhowsr was more effective toward winning
popular rather than party econvention votes, HNonetheless, the party
profesgionals backing “isenhower pointed out that Eisenhower was a
winner. This appealed to the non.committied delegates, Thus the most
telling argument for Eisenhower was the coattail argmmnt.30 Supe
porters srgued that Eisenhower was so strong he could bring a. =
Republicen House end Senate into national office with him, His coat.

tails were so broad that he could aid state and loczl candldstes as

mersuasive appeal of Fisenhower.

Eisenhower 's Weakness

As with Taft, EFisenhower's weakness was derived from the seme
sources as his strengths, Eissnhower's lack of experience in eivil
povernment was a common answar to the claim to the virtues as a
soldier, The appeal as being above polities was important, but it
indicates thet his total experience had been in the military,

Where Taft lost some support because of nis stand on issues,
Fiscnhowsr's stand was uwnclear., While this may sometimes be an ade

vantage in an election, the party professional was trying to evaluate

an uknown-~would ¥isenhowsr's views be appesling in his county or

precinet?

The general's appeal on foreign affairs was modersted by the

30pavid, Presidential Hominating Polisies, Vol. I, LS.
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fact that he had been a part in forming the foreign poliey he was
now to eriticize, It placed him in the uncomfortable role of having
served the administration he was trying to replace. When Taft re.
jected Truman's hope that bipartisan foreign policy would not be
upset,; and in faet rejected the entire concept of bipartisan foreign
'polir.:y,31 he was clearly attempting to unite Eisenhower and the
Truman foreign policy,

Lisenhower's late entry into the race placed him at a distinct
disadvantage, This disadvantage was compounded by the early strategy
of Tisenhowsr managers, Possibly in deferance to Eisenhower's de.
sire for a drafty the early campaign seemed to be aimed at gaining
voter strength rather than delegates, The hopes for a2 draft were
heightened by his victory in the New Hempshire primary where he
defeated Taft by 11,000 votess32 In the March Minnesmota primary,33
Sisenhower received a write-lin vote of over 100,000.3b However, on
4pril lst, the draft hopes were dashed, With both Nebraska and
Wisconsin voting on the same day, Taft35 won 24 out of the 30
Tisconsin delegatos36; and in Nebraska with both Fisenhower and he

running s8 write-in candidates, he beat both Zisenhower and Stassens3T.

31"Bipartisan? Ho I", Newseek, Vol. 39 (February L, 1952), p. 20.
32pavid, Presidential Nominating Polities, Vol. I, 32.

337aft had not entered the Minnesota primsry out of deferance
to Harold Stassen, the favority son candidate,

lpavid, Presidential Nominating Politics, Vol. 1, 32,

35.r~:isenhomr was not entered but both Warren and Stassen were.
36Judzh, The Unchosen, 247.
3T7art won 36% of the total in Nebraska's advisory preference

poll »
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The result was two-folds Taft had challenged doubts as to his vote.
ratting sbility, and Eisenhower was not going to get & drafte.it was
a fight to the finish,

On April 2, 1952, Eisenhower asked the Secretary of Defense
to be relieved of his duties, His relief dete wes set at June 1,
1952, zboul one month before the convantion.

The April defeat not only brought fisenhower into the field,
but changed the Eisenhower stretegye. It now aimsd directly at

patiing delegutes, and his mapagers concentrated on both wncommitted

delegates and an effort to convert those Taft-commitied delegstes

who woere not bound by law, In order to fazeilitate this they needed

organizational strength, &n April tally of delepates showed Taft‘
with 201, Eisenhower with E’?»S.B8 in a poll comparing Taft and
Yisenhower with Stevenson, Eisenhower could beat Stevenson by 59%
to 31¢, but Taft was losing W% to L5%.37 The inference was that
Lisenhower could win the election, but could he win the nomination?
The area most available 1o Eisenhower raids on Taft strength
was the South where there were 299 delegates; and, more important,
there existed & number of insurgent organizations with which to

challenge the alrsady committed Teft delegates,

38n; Rolling Taft Gathors the Delepates”, Life; Vol. 32
(April 21, 1952), ppe =35,

393udan, The Unchosen, 2L8,







CHAPTER II
THY SCENE IN THE SOUTH

The Republican Party in the SouthiO

In 1952, the Southern delegates to the National Republican
Convention numbered 229, This smounts to approximetely one-sixth of
the convention end one~third of the total number needed to nominate.

This serves to illustrate the power position of the Southarn Republi.

The Taft and Eisenhower lesdors recognised it. Howsver, the nature
of the Republican Poxty in the South presented diffieulty to both
factions.

The Republican Party in the South is often neither Republican
nor & political party, and it ies freguently diffieult 40 even identify
Republicans, V. 0. Key, Jr. reported a case where a Negro leader
regularly voted in the Demoeratic primsry but refused to join the
‘rkansas Negro Democeratic Associstion, He believed that this would
be embarrassing when he served as a dahgat}o to the Republican state
convention,'l Thus to conelude that Republicans sre thase who do

not vote in Demoeratic prisaries is uisleading. Xven the delegates

LOrhe remerks made here ave genersl statements sbout the
Repablican Party in the South., Exceptions abound snd sre mentioned
only when necessery to problems under discussion,

Lly, 0. Key, Jr., Southern Politics in State and Hation (New
York: Vintage Books, 19h§) s Do ﬂ.
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to state conventions serve ss & poor index, 4 resolution in the
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