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CHAFTER 1

INTRODUCTION

Requirements for the Master's degree in School Admin-
igtration vary from state to stateAand among schools within
states. The fact that educatlion is a state functlon and
each state has a different school system may seem reeson
enough for them to differ in requirements. Differences
within a state cannot be so easlly justified, however.

If the aim of education is to teach children to
become worthwhile citizens in a democratic soclety and to
prepare all the children of the Unlted States for thelr
places in the American way of life, uniform requirements
for school administrators are desirable. This is true, in
seplte of sections of the United States formerly considered
remote. Alr travel and modern communiéation have drawn these
sections closer together; thus it would seem that American
public school goezls should'be much the same throughout the
nation. Administrators should be prepared to meet problems
and situstions peculiar to & given area, it is true.’ But
thece metters should be solved in the light of the generally
accepted principles of school administration. These special

problems, then, are an additional substantiation of the con-

B

tention theat a uniform preparation program for schocol admin-

istrators should be established.

|
|
|
|
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I. THE PROBLEM 2

Staetement gﬁ the problem. It 1s the purpose of this

study (1) to analyze requirements for Mester's degreee in
school aaministration of selected colleges aﬁd universities
of the United States; (2) to compare these reguirements;
(3) to summarize views and recommendsations of authorities
in‘education on existing progrems for the preperation of
educational administrators; end (4) to presert conclusions
and suggestions of the writer gainéd as & result of the study.

-This problem deals with criterla lezding to degrees
representing the fifth year of higher education, in most
cases, though three institutions are included which require
an additional year of study for a Master's degree.

A total of 129 coileges end univérsitiee ere included.

Among these are the institutions accredited by the American
Assoclation of Colleges for Teacher Education es of January,
1952,.state universities of the forty-eight states which
were not included in tﬁe firet category, the universities
of the District of Columbia, Alaska, Hawaii, and Puerto Rico,
all institutions of New Kexico arnd 1ts neighboring stztes of
Arizona, Coloredo, Oklahome, and Texas, schools selected
because of their freguent mention in references ueged Ifor

this theslis by suthorities in the field of educationsl

3

administration, and ones whose catalogs and lettfers were so

clear and conclse as to warrent their 1lnclusion.
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Delimitations of the study. This study is based

solely on the writer's interpretation of information from
bulletins, catalogs,ﬁand letters sent in response to a
reqguest for literature giving the reguirements, prereguisites,
and information as to the selection of a minor for a Masters'
degree with a major in School Administration. :
Prerequisites and requirements for admisslon to
graduate study in education are given as far as they can be
»ascertained, but no mention is mede of the submission of
copies of official transcripts and other details which are
standard procedure and subsequent admission to candidacy for

the degree.

Importance of the study. A more uniform system of

preparation of school administrators would greatly improve
existing conditions as the "types of degrees offered, term-
inclogles used to designateqthem, a8 well as background and

formzl requirements, have always varied markedly among .

2

universities." Lund,2 in a fact-finding report, stated that:

Tnere can be no doubt that the problems, incident
to providing adequate professional education for sdmin-
istrative personnel in our public schools, loom large

1 sSister lMary Praxedes, "Practices and Opinions on
Masters' Nonresearch Degrees," School and Soclety, 75:72,
February 2, 1952. E

2 John Iund, Education of School Adminisgtrators
?

(Washington, D. C.: United States Government printing
Office, 1942).




in the thinking of all who are concerned with_the
quality of educational leadership in America.

The awarding of a Master of Arts degree, for example,
may mean that a student has satisfied the reguirements of a
strenuous program of graducte work or it may mean as little
as his having spent a certain amount of time at an institu-

tion and getting by in a few subjects. This clearly points

\
:
:
2
3
3
;
g
E
4

to the fact that the Master's degree needs to be standard-

ized much more than it is at present.

L e e T e £ e et Sl T

Z . EbEge, Dy D

i 4 Irwin A. Buell, "The Small College and the Master's
" . - = g i
Degree," Journal of Higher. Educstion, 15:420, XNovember, 1044,




II. DEFINITIONS OF TERMS USED

General degrees. General degrees are usually

conferred by the Graduste School and are the Master of

Arts and the Master of Sclence degrees.

Professional degrees. Those degrees conferred by

colleges or schools of education are generelly called
professiohal degrees. They include the degrees of Master -
of Arts in Education, Master of Science in Education, and

Yacster of Education.

Master's degree. The term "Master's degree,"

throughout thé report of this 1nveétigatién, shouldabe

interpreted as meaning a documentary certification of the
satisfactory completion of reguirements which epproximate |
a year of full-time study beyond the Bachelor's degree,

whether the reference is made to a general or a professionzal

degree.

Plan. The term "plan" i1s used to denote a schedule
or course of study to be pursued in order to obtain a

specific degree.

Prerequisites. Prerequicites are conditions which

should have been met prior to entrance to graduate study in

school administration. In some cases part of the prereguisites

can be obtzined as the student is satlsfying requirements,

but in 211 cases they must be met prior to admission to




candidacy for the degree.

Reguirements. As used in this study, the word

"requirements" means those courses, projects, research
étudies, and 5ther criteria which must be accomplished
satlisfactorily in order for a candidate to be eligible
for the degree towards which he is working. Included in
this thesis are requirements for admission to graduate
study, requirements for admission to candidacy, and

reguirements for the Master's degree.

Semester hour. A semester hour i1s defined as one

hour a week of lecture or class instruction for one csemester,
or its credit equivalent of laboratory, field work, or other
types of instruction.5 For schools in which credits are -
determined by means other than the semester hour, such as
the quarter hour, the unit, the point, and the tuition

point, conversions were made to the nearest semester hour

for uniformity and ease of comparison.

Schools - colleges and universities. In this study

the words "schools," "colleges," and universities" are used

erms 'college’ and gre used

ck |

3ly. The

0

synonymou

5 Carter V. Good, Dictionary of Education (New York:
McGraw-Hill Book Company, Ific., 1945), D. J0(.




as given in the titles of the schools covered in this
report even though some of the designations are erroneous,

.as ali of the institutions mentioned herein are correctly

6

defined as "universities."

School administration. The term "school adminis-

tration" will be used to indicate a curriculum which
prepareé the student for the direction, control, and
menagement of all matters perteining to school affairs.7
No distinction is made, therefore, among the terms school

administration, school supervision, educational adminis-

tration, or educational supervision.
III. ©SOURCES OF THE DATA

The information which forms the basis of this study
was obtained from the latest avallable catalogs and bulle;
tins of schools offeriné Master's degrees in education, by
correspondence with graduate scﬁools, directors of graduate
studies, and department heads, and from books, pamphlets,

and periodicals containing related studies.

6 Howerd Mumford Jones, Southern University Confer-
~ - g . Iy . )
ence (Proceedings, New Orleans, louisiana, April 16-17,
1847, v 105,

000y Bhy Clbey D. 11
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Conclusions and suggestions were, in part, glezned
from the writer's interpretation of statements and opinions
of members of national educationzl organizations and other

authorities in the field of school edministration.
I1V. METHODS OF PROCm=DURE

A listing of the colleges and universities accred-
ited by the American Association of Colleges for Tezcher
Education as of January, 1952, which offered a Macster's
degree in education was made. Catelogs and bulletinsﬁof
the graauate schools and departments of education of these
institutions were collected and schools that did not offer
a ma jor in school edministration were eliminated. Since
the number of institutions left on the list did not seem
edeguate, the state universities not already listed were
added. As the eabove referred to data were being accumulated,
an intensive search was made for pertiinent literature,
which was read and poinis of significance to the study noted.
A few schools mentioned by wriiters of related literature
were added to the list and, later, after the catalogs and
bulletins had been examined thoroughly, other institutions
were added which hed unusuelly clesr publications. Infor-
mation on prereguisites to admittance to graduate work in
school administration and general and specific reguirements

for the Master's degree was tabulated. In some cases very




2
little information could be obtained from the catalogs, and
inguiries were sent to about forty schools. Some replied
.by letter giving the necessary informetion and others sent
edditional copies of their bulletins.

The data were tabulated and counted and tables of
comparison were mede. A summary was made of the opinions
and recommendations of writers on the subject of graduate
study in education, parficularly in the field of schiool
admipistration, and conclusions and sﬁggestions for more
nearly uniform training programs for school administrators

were formulated.
V. ORGANIZATION OF THE REMAINDER CF THE THESIS

The remainder of this study will be recorded in four
chapters. Chapter II presents a review of related studies.
In Chapter III the existing programs of reguirements are
described and compared and the frequencies of prerequisites
and requirements are given. Tables are included in this
chapter for ease in making comparisons aﬁd noting similar-
1ties. Views and recommendations of leaders in the field
of education are indicated in Chapter IV. The content of
Chapter V is a summery of the findings of the preceding
chapters and statements of conclusions reached through this
investigation, with suggestions for improving existing

conditions.
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CHAPTER II
REVIEW OF RELATED STUDIES

Many writers have sung the preises of higher educa-
tion, discounted the good of it, or expressed themselves

&8 being pleased with the status guo, and fairly extensive

research has been done concerning the Master's degree in

educatlion. As far as the number of studies éo, the field
of school administration has Just been scratched, but the
guality and significance of the existing study is excellent.l

Articles written by active edministrators and pub-

lished in such periodicals as The American School Board

Journal, The School Executive, The Nation's School, School

Management, The Journal of Higher Educatlon, School and

Society, and the yearbooks of the American Association of
School Administrators indicaete that something should be
done in regerd to Master's degrees in general, and specifi-

cally those which are awarded in education and educational

gdninistration.

With the professionzl degrees steadlly growing in

1 John lund, Educetion of School Administretors
wWashington, D. C.: United States Government Printing
ks ,‘ O
Office, 1242).
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popularity, and the graduate school becoming a mass agency
of higher education,2 substltutions heve been made and items
of requirements have been dropped by many of the institu-
tions which had fought &gainst "the debasing practices."3
This prompted investigations an& evaluations as to the ﬁrac—
tlcallty of awarding the general degrees in education. The
general-degree-versus-the-professional-degree argument will
not be discussed here, as it is presented in Chapter IV.

The 1931 edition of thne National Society of College
Teachers of Education's Yearbook was devoted to a study of
practises in granting'higher degrees in education.4 It con-
sists of a series of officlal statements from twenty insti-
tutions of higher learning which give a complete picture of
practices of the schools in granting graduete degrees in
education.as well as the theories behind these practices.

Of the schools included in this survey, the degrees of thir-
teen are administered by the graduate school, while in the
remaining seven, the graduate work in education is adminis-

tered 1n whole or in part by a professional school.5

2 Walter S. Monroe, editor, Encyclopedia of Educa-
- : Sy 2 =
tionsl Research (revised edition; New York: The Macmillan
Company, 1950} . p. 518.
D LB G B BT,
4

ank N. Freeman, editor, Practices of American
B in Granting HHaher Deegrees in Bducation
es5s, 1931)0




12
In institutions wnhere the lMaster's degree is consid-
ered to be a natural or an essential step on the roed to the
Doctor's degree, the work required of the Master 1s usually
similaf to that required of the Doctor eand the regulrements
are fairly high. In other schools the Masters are treated
as a distinct grdup and the requirements may be rather lzax.
Information given in this yearbook alsoc points out
the fact that Yale, Harvard, and Johns Hopkins Universities
reguire two years for tne completion of the Master's degree,7

while other schools sometimes recuire even le then one

!

& . 1 8
academic year in the case of sumnmer students.

Ji Qnin Powers9 gives & report of sixty-four insti-

tutions of learning as to administrative practices and

requirements for the Mazster'’s degree in BEducestion which is

included as a chapter in the yearbook just mentioned. The

eliminary study was mede by means of catalogs, but to supply

information whick the catalogs failed to give, 144 guestion-

o oo g
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naires were mailed of which sixty-four were returned. Of
~those returned, thirty—two were from state universities.

Mr. Powers found that Master's degrees in education
are given various names but that an examination of adminis-
traetive practices and recuirements failed to show signifi-
cant differences corresponding to the name of the degree
offered, and in most cases (forty-ceven institutions) the
graduate school administered the degree.lo

A wide variance as to prereguisite regquirements for
admicssion to candidacy, trensfer credits accepted, and major
and minor reguirements was found to exist in the institutions
studied. Other facts of note given in this report are: A
thesis 1s definitely required in more than three-fourths of
the schools; eight permit the substitution of other work for
it; and only five have no thesis J."equ'1Jz‘ement;l:L one-half of |
the instltutions requiring the thesis essigned no semester |
hour credit for it; one-half of the remainder report varying ;
ellowance of from two to fifteen semester hourse; and the J
other institutions report definite allowances ranging from l
three to eight semester hours; in only one-half of the schools
i1s & minor required, permitted, or adviseé;12 modal practices l

as to the total semester hour requirements in course work are

lo Ibido s tle 6-

= s s P g
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at thirty semester hours and twenty-four semester hours
and thesis;l3 a forelgn lenguage requirement i1s not typlical
of the Master's degree in education;l4 and that ma jority
opinion regarés the research function of the degree as of
secondary 1mportance.15

‘The trend away from the thesis i1s clearly seen when
Powers' study 1s compared with one made ten years later in
which éwynn and G-ruhnl6 presented an article which was the
result of a survey of twenty-nine institutions which offer
Master's degrees in educetion. Those reguirements partic-
ularly‘ihvestigated were the reading knowledge of foreign
languages, the preparation of a thesis, the semester hours
of credit required for the degree, and the transfer of grad-
uate credits eraned at other institutions. This report pre-
gents the finding with respect the the Mesdier of Arts in Ed-
ucation degree, and the Master of Education degree. The
findings with regerd to the general or regular degrees were;
(1) a foreign language is not required at more than half of

the institutions; (2) a thesis is not required at more

i Thhe., D s
15 Theas . po A10S0Y

T Iikas . pe 1B

15 2abae, b 19

16 J. Minor Gwynn and Willism T. Gruhn, "Reguire-
ments for the Master's Degree Br Students in Education,"
School and Society, 53:93-96, January 18, 1941. e




15
than half of the institutions. At most of the schools not
requiring a thesis 1t is the practice to substitute for it
" elther seminar papers or additionzl course work or both;
‘(3) most of the institutions require between twenty-four
and thirty semester hours of graduate credit; and (4) at
‘more than half of the schools there is some provision for
transferring éredit for courses taken elsewhere, and there
is usually some restriction on the amount. Practices with
respect to special Master's degrees in education were (1)
these degrees are granted—at more than half of the instltu-
tions, and are divided about equally among the Master of
Education, Master of Arts in FEducation, and laster of
Science in Education degrees; (2) a foreign language wes
required at only one of the seventeen schools; (3) there
was no uniform practice concerning the thesis, but half the
schools required either a thesis or seminar paper; and (4)
these degrees are conferred by the graduate school rather
than by the school or college in most cases. :

Good,17 in 1944, summerized trends in Mester's pro-
grams in education which wae based on reports from éeventy

graduate departments of education. It was revealed that

17 Carter V. Good, "The Master's Degree in Education,"
School and Soclety, 61:186-167, March 24, 1945. £
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there was a wide diversity in reguirements such as the
trensfer of semester hours of credit, credits given for

the thesls or a simllzr piece of work, the semester hours
reguired in course work, and in the terms used tovdesignate
almost identical projects. He was happy to cite the fact
that more certain uniformities exist in the eleven Ohio
schools which reported then are found within any other

given state.18

The Natiamal Society for the study of Ejucation
devoted an'entire book to the gredusate divieion of the
American system of formal education.19 It presents a sum-
mary of both theory and practice in the orgenization and
administration of programs leading ito higher degrees in
elghty-five institutions of teacher education, with the
progrems of twenty-eight given in detail and representing
different types of schools as well as examples of plans
and procedures.

A thorough study of practices, theories, and opinions,
as they were in 1941, was presented by Lund.2O This inves-
tigation, made under the auspices of the United States Office

of Education, is & sharing by institutions and State Depart-

TH v Eusal a0 T8

19 Nelson Bollinger Henry, editor, "Graduate Study
in Education," The Fiftieth Yearbook of the.-National Society
for the Study-of Education, Part I, 1951, 369 pp.

20 Bamd o aiited i
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ments of Education of experiences and activities of value
in the education for school administration, providing infor-
.mation es to plans, progrems, and problems. Review of the
documentation of sixty-two representative institutions
located in thirty-five states and the District of Columbia
and Hawail is given in regard to (1) a philosophy of school
administration; (2) the graduate teaching staff; (3) selec-
tion and guidance of students; (4) content and organization
of program; and (5) suggestions for improvement. It wes
diséovered that "few schools have appraoched the problem of
& needed philosoéhy of school administration in a very system-

wad

atic fashion, "the majority of schools have only two selec-

tive bases opérating in the first year professional program,
namely, the completion of a four-year undergraduate college

program and sufficlent money to permit attendance at the

ne2

institution,” and that mot too meny schools feel that

thelir programs are adequate in educating sdministrators

25

relative to the nature of children. Conclusions and

suggestions included (1) a continuing study of the place,

function, and essential character of administration in the

21 Imdd., p. 8.
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educational scheme should be carried on in order to develop
a philosophy to which the program of education can be kept
constantly aligned;24 (2) all institutions ehould establish
selective admission requirements which will be compatible
with the functions of administrative positions;25 (3) the
gap between theory and practice in progrems should be
bridged;26 (&) ﬁrograms ehould be expanded to include exper-
ilences which %ill help the student to understand human

beings in terms of how they grow, their varying abilitiles,

thelr motives, and how physiological, social, and econonmic

¢

factors condition their growth; 7 and (5) steps should be
taken to set up studies in evaluation of‘programs of educa-
tion in school administration which should facilitate agree-
ments on fﬁndamental agpects of the program.28

A study was made by Praxede829 in 1952 of sixty-

elght graduate schools of universities with enrollments

of from 10,000 to 40,000. She found that there were meny

24 IHid. , pe BT.
st i L ROl A
26 IBLA. bl rdL

&=
s
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ter Mary Praxedes, "Practices and Opinions on
search Degrees," School and Society, 75:72-74,
52
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differences 1n the degrees offered and in background and

~ formal requirements. For the most part this article dealt

with the nonresearch type of degree and listed eleven ways

in which plans for these degrees are designated.Bo Argu-

ments for and against the nonresearch degree are given.

Most of the institutlions which responded to the ilngulry

were in favor of it. Two of the reasons mentioned most

often as to its advantages over the research degree were :

the‘inadeQuacy of research facilities and over-worked

advlisers.




CHAPTER III
ANALYSIS OF THE DATA

It is the purpose of this chapter to present the
prerequisites and requirements of existing programs of the
129 institutions used in this study for the education of
school administrators. g

The progrems of the schools vary widely. There are
unigue ones such as those of Yale, Northwestern, and Wyoming,
meny which are almost identical, and a few whose requirements
seem to be almost nonexistent.

The Yale University program lmpressed this writer as
outstanding in meeting the needs of present-day soclety. It
is liberal and progreseive end is designed to meet the spe-
cific needs of the limited number of carefully selected
students. All the resources of the Department of Education
are opened to them along with services of other departments
of the Universlty, as the needs may dictate. §Students have
freedom from 21l conventionzl courses and course require-
ments and work is conducted through general, special, and

thesis seminars which meet not too freguently, and supple-

OJ

mented by meny individual conferences between students an

faculty members and among the students. Flexible programs

~

end adjustments of conditionse of work assure eacnh student ihe

maximum of opportunity and

«

i

the minimum of routine require-
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Comprehensive Examinztion Option, Paper Option, Project .
Option, Field Study, Fleld Project Option, Internship type,
: or School Speclalist type.l Usually the graduate schools
confer the general degrees, the schools or departments of
education, the professional ones.

At some universities, including Buffalo, Cincinnati,
Harvard, Oklahoma, Oregon, and Rutgers, the graduate school
largely relleves itself of responsibility for graduate work
in education. Under varying franchises, which intend to
protect the soundness of the Master of Arts and the Doctor
of Philosophy degrees as well as to permmit freedom for
education, the-divisions of education are permitted to ad-
minister their own master and doctor of education degrees.
In many other institutions, the graduate school has given
similar authorization but the educationvdepartment or divi- |
sion retains membership in the graduate school and its can-

didates may have graduate school degrees by fulfilling the

usual reguirements. The Uhiversity of North Carolina and
Duke University are representative of the institutions where
the division.of education tries to meet the needs of its
clientele by offering the Master of Fducation degree for

those who do not want to meet the standard graduate school

1 Sister Mary Praxedes, "Practices and Opinions on
lMasters' Nonresearch Degrees," School and Society, 75:73,
February 2, 1952, i :
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reguirements.

In most cases the nonresearch or professional degree
requires a total of more credlt hours than does the research
or general degree. The findings of this study indicate that
from twenty-four to thirty-eight semester or credit hours
were reguired for professional degrees, while from fifteen
to thirty were required for the general degrees. It is
interesting to note that even though certain degrees are
called "nonresearch", in nearly all institutions which offer
them & }esearch pfo&ect mnust be successfully completed.

This project i1s not as extensive as a formel thesis but
usually requires the same general procedures. Table I in-
dicates the frequency with which each type and title of

degree is offered by the schools used in this survey.

Thesis option. The bulletins of most of the schools

were rather vague as to whether the choice of writing a
thesls was made by the student, but in many cases gave the
impresslon that this is so. However, & few schools stated
specifically that the decision is mzde by the student's

adviser, the graduate councll, or the majJor department.

hours allowed for the thesis varies from two to twelve, with

four and six hours &s

[15]

requent allowance, but

considerable number of schools give no credit in terms of

o | .

P
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TABLE I
MASTER'S DEGREES OFFERED IN 129 INSTITUTIONS
'OF HIGHER LEARNING WITH A MAJOR
IN SCHOOL ADMINISTRATION

Degrees Research Nonresezrch TOTALS
Vaster of Arts 63 34 o7
Master of Scilence 15 8 21
laster of Arts

in Education 20 11 il
Master of Science

in Education 14 16 30
Master of Education 17 60 T

TOTALS a7 129
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senester hours.

The University of New Hampshire has an unusual
program in that emphasis is placed upon the prevaration
and defense of a series of theses which are brief state-
ments of important ideas which were developed in the course
of education tazken in graduate work, and which the candi-
date ig prepared to defend. Emphasis is placed on the
candidate's "spelling oqt" his point of view rather than on
"grilling" him on the issues.-

i Pr&ject plan, When a project, report, paper,

practicum, problem, or field study is required, from two

to 8ix credits are given. In many cases this credit is
not given for the project as such but for the satisfactory
completion of & seminar or course in which the project 1s

done.

II. PREREQUISITES FOR ADMITTANCE TO

GRADUATE STUDY IN SCHOOL ADMINISTRATION

With few exceptions the prereguisites as given in
this section ere those set up by graduste schools and schools

and departments of education for studentis who wish to teke &

y 3 1 - » ¥r LR H €T e
9 He Be Bretsch end A. M. Btowe, "ITneges, 1ot Thesis,
® e 32 Q (o e o B o =i |
Tducetional Resezrch Bulletin, 29:126-32, May, 1950. .
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me jor in any phase of education. Speclal reguirements for
prospective school administrators are added to the general
'ones. These prerequlisites are those reguired for regular
stetus in the graduate schools or school and colleges of
education. Applicants who do not meet all requirements are
often admitted provisionally until such time as they can
make up deficiencies or show ability and competence. lany
of these shortages can be deleted by on-campus courses,
correspondence work, examiﬁations; or proof of scholarship.
In a2ll cases the deficiencies must be erased before a stu-
dent is given regular graduate standing or ie zdmitted to

candidacy for & Mester's degree.

Undergreduate requirements. The possesslon of a

Bachelor's degree is required in most all of the schools,
but a feﬁ admit students who have the egquivalent number of
credits required for the degree. The majority of institu-
tions state that the degree should be conferred by an
accredited or recognized school; some request a certain
undergraduate grade average, and others make no mention of
echolarcship. About one fifth of the schools suggest that
gchool administration should have been the major or minor

ler

e

of students desiring 1t as a graduate major; a sma
number request that the undergraduate mea jor be education;

at about half, the prerequisites are prescribed in terms of
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semester hours of education and pyschology, ranging from six
to twenty-seven; and at a very few schools the Bachelor's

degree in itself meets zll admission reguirements.

Entrance examinations. Nearly a fifth of the schools

require the applicant to take the Graduate Record Exemin-
ation. 1In about one fifth more it is considered desirable
and is often required at the discretion of the adviser, the
department, or the graduate council. Often achlevement
tests are given to determine the competency of appllcants.
In many cases they are fequired, but in some cases they are
given only if some question of the student's ebility pre-
gents itself. About one sixth of the institutions reguire

the student to give proof of his ability to speak and write

good English. This is sometimes determined by means of an

English proficiency examination. Health examinations are
not reguired for admittence to many institutions. ¥hen
necessary, they are sometimes to be of & very thorough
nature, requiring shots, vaccinations, tests, and X-rays;
othertimes, & general physical examination reguiring only

a few minutes is sufficlent.

Teaching experience and certification. Most of the

129 institutions reguire some teachking experience.
schools practice teaching 1s considered emough and, while

two years experience is often reguired, the most freguently
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‘stated length of time is one year. Certificatlion is a pre-
reguisite for admission to graduate study in school admin-
: istretion at only & few schools; however, many others
demand that state certification requirements be met before
the Master's degree is awarded. Sometimes exceptions are
made to this rule in cases of foreign students and in

instances where students may be taking the degree for

reasons other than to administer or supervise schools.

Table II presents specific prerequisites of the
schools tabulated in this study. The institutions are
listed alphabetically according to stetes in this and

subseguent tables.

III. REQUIREMENTS OF THE MASTER'S DEGREE

Minimum hours. From fifteen to thirty hours are
required in schools which give credit 1ﬁ eddition to this
for a thesis or project, and from {wenty—four_to thirty-
eight hours are reguired when no credit is given for a
thesis or project. When course-credit is regarded as a
substitute for the thesis, credit in the amounts of from
two to twelve semester hours is given, but six hours is the

most often stated emount.

Graduate courses. A student is required to take a
course or two at the greduate level with his major professor
in 2 smell number of the schools. Iore often lnstitutions

reguire that a certain number of courses, a certain propor-
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tion of the courses taken, or & certein number of semester
hours be taken in graduate subjects. Most of these schools
reguire twelve 6r fifteen credits for the various degrees,
but in three instances only five were asked, a few reguire
twenty-four, and one, twenty-five. Often specific subjects

are mentioned which must be taken to meet these regulrements.

Course work. Many of ‘the catalogs listed courses

which the prospective administrator must take, others

stated that there were certain course requirements which
must be met but did not name them, and still others seemed
to have no specific requirements oather than that the stu-
dent take a certain number of hours in administretlion and

2 minor field. Sﬁbjects most often mentioned as necessary
to students of school administration were those dealing wilth
educationzal edministration, research and scientific method,

peychology, philosophy and history, and curriculum.

Thesis credit. Credit allowed for the thesls ranges

from none to twelve semester hours, but the majority of
schools which give credit for such a project evaluate it
2s six semester hours. In Table III, thesis credit is not

included in the minimum hours reguired unless the thesls

earns a2n indefinite smount.
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Ve jor field. The majority of institutlons offer the

Master's degree in school administration or educationel
adminiétration. However, those that do not, list majors
in the narrower fields of elementary or secondary adminis-
tration and elementary or secondary supervision. Not a few
of the schools state that all of the work for the Mzster's
degree may be taken in the major field. As might be
expected, the requirements for the mgjor field of study Jor
nonresearch degrees are more specifically stated than are
those for research degrees. In the latter case, the mini-
mam number of credits reguired in the me jor field usually
depends on the number, if any, given for the research

pro jecte.

Minor field. The minor field of study i1s an area

in the education of school administrators in which there

is much divergence. Of the schools meking statementis regard-
ing the selection of & minor, the majority require that it

58 a related field or outside the field of education. Very
few schools say that it may be chosen from the field of
education or from any field of study thet the student
desires. For the most part, one minor is studied, buti a
student is allowed by some institutions to study two. VWhen
this is done, the credit hour reguirement in the major field
is usually lowered.

Sometimes the thesis or research pro
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in the field. 1In such cases it is usually recommended that

the minimum hours be increased.

Foreign languages. Only about one fourth of the

schools meke any mention of foreign language requirements
even if just to say that there is none. German and French
are the two most often mentioned, and the few institutions
which regquire the resding knowledge of one usually state
that it may be in either of these. Sometlmes, it is sald
that another language of which there is considerable liter-
ature in the field may be substituted. In most cases,
credlt earned as an undergreduate may be used to fulfill

language regulrements.

Final examinations. Without exception, the schools

mede statements in their bulletins regarding final examin-
ations. In most schools a comprehensive written examin-
etion 1is fequired for tne nonresearch degree, and &n oral
examination is required for a research degree. Often it

is stated that the final examineation may be written, oral,'

or both at the discretion of the adviser or the major depart-

ment. As a whole, written examinations are given for the
express purpose of testing the student's ability to inte-

grate the knowledge attalned from course work, while oral

examinetions place emphasis on the defense of the thesls,
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but major and minor fields and any other graduate work may
be included.

Minimum residence. A period of the equivalent of

_‘one fu1l year of study was reguired in the majority of
institutions. Very rerely is this requirement reduced |
even though credits mey be accepted from other schocls.
Students who work full or part-time are expected to carry
a limited number of hours, and in these cases the minimun
residené? requirements are increased proportionately.
Teble III shows graphically the reguirements of the

“ yarious institutions.
IV. OTHER REGULATION

Transfer, extension, and correspondence credit.

Definite stetements are made by most schools &s to the
amodnt'of transfer credit allowed, but some merely state
 that they will accept credits earned at other schools. The
usual &@ount is s8ix. Other institutions accept from zero
to sixteen credits. However, transfer credit is not auto-
matic. Reguests for approval of these credits are usually
presented at the time of application, but not granted

until after the student has successfully completed & spec-

[

ution often
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TABLE IIT (Continued) 4
REQUIRFMENTS FOR THE MASTER'S DEGREE WITH A MAJOR IN SCHOOL ADMINISTRATION
i i B S o
% il ¥
7
&
Institution Degree éél :
£ i?
3 g
SIE,
rinity College A 30 B
M Ed 36 B
Univ. of Houston M Ed 36 3*
Unive of Texas - MA 2l 18§12 K3)| 6 B|B
M Ed 30 18 12026 *
Unive of Utah MA 30 atfuv (20 8 x B F ] 30)
MS 30 o fuv [20| 8 x B 12
Utah State Agric. Coll, (M S 30! 10 x B L
Unive of Vermont M Ed I {2k 6K3)| 6 B 2ie
! T1 5130 6 K(3) B 2| 5
Unive of Virginia MA 2L 6 6 B Fraﬁ
M Ed 30 6 E
Univ. of Washington M A 2l c 12 [(3) | x Lyr BB | 2
M Eq 2l Slc|s 15 K3) Ly Wl
Cent. Washinton Coll.Ed, i Ed I {2 15|ebd |imp 15 6 Lyr EiSo| 2
II | 30| 15 jabd |imp 15 (@] Lyr EBo| 2
State Coll af Washington |M A(Ed) 28 2062 K2) 1 Iy B 0 |22
- M Ed 32 20|12 2) | x B lyr 2
West Wrginia Iniv. A M I |2y gﬁg 6 c £ 2
II |30 def | ped c 5 2
g !
i o {36 def GYD | ¢ B
1 s {
Unive of Wiscansin 2 4 VR (o o L i [£35 (1) ; Iy FGg| W1
: II (22| |ddm |f5d y  p@|B G| W1
Uhiv. of Wyoming M A A e8RS B S N jo,%] 2
Ir {30 imn | s |14 (d) |B o,H| 2
Tiv. of Alaska Ll 30 or x Be FeG| Ei| 2| 4
M Ed 30 B|cC Eif 2| &4 .
Univ. of Hawaii Ed M 24 {6 edf -[2) |6 BBy 2
Univ, of Puerto Rice f;.g el

X = requirn~d; #* - syggested

* Courses: a~Introductim to Grad. Study; b-Intro. to Educe.; c~Ed'al Research; Scientific Method;
d-Edtal Psych.; e-Bd'al Scciology; f-Ed'al Pniles,.; g-ld'al History; h-Ed'al Hygziene; i-Curriculum; j-Methods;
k-Guidance; 1-Ed‘!al Literature; m-id'al Admia.; n-City Sch. Admin.; o-State Sch. Adnin.; p-Principal and Schoolj
g~Sch. Law; r~Sch. Finance; s-Sch. Bldgs; t-Ed'al Tests, Measurements, Statistics; u-Tlcm. Ed.; v-Secondary Ed.;
w=-Child Develcopment; y-Gracuate course(sg with Hajor professor; 2z~Field work or Internshipe

® Piner fhaia: (1)-Education; (2)-tlelated; (3)-Outside Bducation; (L)-Any

3 Project: (a)-Problem(s); (b)-Practicum; (c)-Field Study; (d)-Paper(s); (e)-fiepert(s); (f)-Essay

L Lanruaces: E-Enplish; F-French; G-German; S-incther foreign language may be substituted for F or G

5 Final examinations; W-ritten; 0-Oral; Ei-Either; Bo-Both
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then a non-graduate; sometimes up 1o one-half of the total
reguirements for the degree.

Institutions usually grant credit for extension
work taken under their auspices and taught by regular mem-
bers of their faculties. When credit is allowed for both
trancsfer and extention work, the total amount, in most
cases, cannot exceed the maximum which 1s esteblished for

either one.

Only three schools stated that credit for corres-

<

nondence work could be applied toward a mester's degree.
S e

Maximum load. The number of graduate hours consid-

ered as meximum loads renge from ten to eighteen. If a
ctudent takes a combination of graduate and undergraduate .

courses, the meximum number of hours may be increased.

Time limit. The totel work<ns1:XMLFault xmlns:ns1="http://cxf.apache.org/bindings/xformat"><ns1:faultstring xmlns:ns1="http://cxf.apache.org/bindings/xformat">java.lang.OutOfMemoryError: Java heap space</ns1:faultstring></ns1:XMLFault>