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CHAPTER 1

INTRODUCTION

The history of education, like other historical
studies, offers research opportunities of unlimited possi-
bilities. Great have been the evolutionary steps in the
progress of education through the years, but still greater
changes are expected within the next decade. The early set-
tlers labored in primitive days building the firm foundation
of a great institution, the publie school, to which humanity
has become so closely attached.

Before events of the past become totally lost and the
records unobtainable, workers in the field of educational re-
search must unveil and preserve these crude and simple be-
ginnings so that the people of tomorrow may better appreclate
the efforts of the pioneers. In the same way that time has
been gradually obseuring this information, the days that lie
ghead will, in a very brief time, completely obliterate much
of it. In many parts of New Mexico the founders of early set-
tlements have almost totally disappeared and with them is
going the knowledge of early happenings yet unrecorded. The
few still living have interesting and valuable stories to re-

late. By recording these stories, research workers are able

to restore life to the eventful happenings of the past.







Herein lies the challenge to students in the field of edu-
cation--students who are eager to spend time on a highly
valuable undertaking.

I. THE PROBLEN

4

Statement of the problem. It is the purpose of this
study to trace the development of public education in Lin-

coln County from 1869, when the county was created, to the
modern school of 1948. The writer will discuss the educe-
ticnal opportunities in an area where bandits became famous,
and where men fought men in an effort to exist. Though lim-
{ted, education was carried on even in the midst of Indian

masgacres and the "Lincoln County Wars."

Delimitation of the problem. This study deals with
the development of elementary snd secondary public schools

only within the boundaries of what is now Lincoln County.

Importance of the study. Historieally, Lincoln Coun-

ty was at one time "as dangerous a country as ever lay out
of doors," according to Emerson Hough. In an area of this
type, with a bloody and terrorizing background, typical in

many aspects of the general pioneer life of New Mexico, &
research worker in the field of education will find infor-
mation that is not only interesting but fascinating as well.
In 1878 Lew Wallace was appointed governor of territorial







New Mexico "for the specific purpose of putting an end to

the disturbances in Lincoln County and restoring order in the
Territory."l By tracing eﬁucation from its very early begin-
nings through this "earnival of crime” to the present day,
information may be revealed that will add to the general
knowledge and appreciation of the progress made in Lincoln
County public school system.

Several books have been written about the doings of
early desperados such as Billy the Kid and about the unpleas-
ant and horrifying experiences of the settlers who constantly
confronted hardships and worry. Yet the struggles against
illiteracy, the problems which haé to be solved, the obstac-
les that had to be met, and the meager accomplishments in an
effort to minimize illiteracy have been left to an obscure

past. The accomplishments of such "educators"” as Jose Cor-

dova, Esteban Collazo, José Mar{a Aguayo, and others who
gave of their time that their contemporaries might not live
in surroundings completely devoid of culture, are too little
known or appreclated.

Present-day educators often speak of the many obstacles
that need to be overcome for continued development and prog-

ress. It is hdped that this study may serve as a2 means of

1
John H, Vaughan, The History
“251§§ (State College, New Mexicos John H. Vhﬁggun, ?gégfg
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sneouraging educators and the average citizen towards a keen-

or desire to improve existing conditions so that future gen-
erations may have 2 better and more substantial educational

system than their forefathers inherlted.
iI. DEFINITIONS OF TERMS USED

Public schoole. Public schools refer to tax-supported
elementary and secondary schools open to all children and
having a teacher at the head of the school.

Consolidation. Consolidation is the elimination of
boundary lines between two or more districts and their com-
bination into one unit for educationsl purposes,

Placita. A placita is any small settlement composed

of several families.
III. SOUDRCES OF THE DATA

Data were secured from personal interviews with "old-
timers" living in different parts of the county. Additional
information was obtained from the reports and records filed
in the office of the State Superintendent of Public Instruec-
tion and from records and reports of the Lincoln County
superintendent of schools, tax assessor, and treasurer.
Other sources of data were literature on the history and

development of New Mexico, United States government publi-

cations and reports, county newspapers, and periodiecals







dealing with education.

IV. METHODS OF PROCEDURE

Data obtained through interviews were carefully eval-
uated and classified on a chronoclogical basis; beginning with
the very earliest schools early in the second half of the
nineteenth century. All available sources of materisl were
studied; scattered bits of information were carefully read
and analyzed. By studying, analyzing, and classifying all
information, the writer established a continuous picture of

educational progress.
V. REVIEW OF RELATED STUDIES

Historical studies of Lincoln County have been written
but, so far as the writer knows, this 1s the only study of
the educational system in the county. The thrilling adven-
tures of the early settlers have been related in other writ-
ings, but the development of education has never been assem-
bled under one title, showing the continuity of progress
through the years.

VI. ORGANIZATION OF THE REMAINDER OF THE STUDY

Following Chapter I, the study is divided into five
additional chapters. Chapter II offers a detailed deserip-

tion of Lincoln County as background for a better understand-
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ing of the public educational institutions now in existence.
A brief statement of the chief historical points of interest

will acquaint the reader with one of New Mexico's most in-
teresting counties. The deseription of the county will in-
clude geographical features, mentioning the original bound-
aries of the county and the changes that have taken place
prior to the establishment of the present county boundaries.
The latter part of Chapter II is concerned with inhabitants
of the county, the changes in population through the years,
and the migration of people from centers of diminishing
activity to centers of progress and growth. Two Lincoln
County towns give one vivid examples of the changes that
take place as time marches on. ;

The early attempts to carry on an educational program,
from about 1870 to 1891, the obstacles that had to be over-
come, and the first contributions to a continued developument
in the field of learning arc covered in detail in Chapter I1I.
These early attempts and fallures paved the way for a steady
upward movement in education brought about as a result of the
wave of immigration and culminating in the opening of the
first real public schools in New Mexicec in 1891,

The big Jjob that confronted the people, the many bar-
riers that had to be removed, and the accomplishments that
were realized from 1891 to 1912, when New Mexico became a

state, are discussed in Chapter IV.







Chapter V describes the educational system in the

county from 1912 through World War I, the depression years
of the thirties, World War II, and the post-war years to
1948.

The final chapter presents a summary of findings,

conclusions, and recommendations.







CHAPTER 1II

THE COUNTY'S HISTORY AND GEOGRAPHY, PEOPLE AND WEALTH

The Red Man lived here; later the Spaniard and the
Mexican vacationed here; and later still the Anglo, too,
made Lincoln County his camping ground. Liking it and de-
termined to stay, these peoples fought each other to gain a
permanent foothold on the vast areas of pasture, scenic, and
fertile lands that lay before them practically untouched,
totally undeveloped, tempting sll who came. In spite of the
struggles and the hostility and the terror that were engen-
dered, Lincoln County is still inhabited by the Indien, the
Spaniard, the Mexican, and the Anglo--all living a contented
1ife, sharing their joys, their troubles, their institutions,

and their many scenic attractions with each other.
I. HISTORY

Bxcavetions in the canyons, the valleys, and the mesas
have unearthed Indian relics and skeletons which are proof of
the coming and passing of early Indian adventurers over the
vest aress of the county. These may have been the Apache
tribes as they journeyed here or lived here in permanent set-
tlementes. Then, tooc, the early Spaniards and Mexicans passed

through this section of the Southwest, stayed briefly, and

then went on or became victims of the Red Man. A few families,
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however, stayed and established the first permanent settle-

ments of the white people in the county.

The written record of people living in this part of
New'uoxico begins in 1855, almost one hundred years ago, fol-
lowing the American invasion of the state in 18k4é:

Americans of Spanish and Mexican stock founded the

first settlement in the present county in 1855, and
other settlements followed, but it was a region of
large ranches, and except for Lincoln, the county seat,
sparsely popuiatod.l

In the same year Fort Stanton came into existence as
an outpost for United States Cavalry called to this region
to subdue the then vicious and hostile Apache Indians. The
fort was first located two miles below the present site on
the Bonito River, but later it was moved to the site where
Fort Stanton now gtands. Today i1t is used principally for
the hospitalization of ex-marines.

The Americans of Spanish and Mexican stock came from
the Rio Grande Valley and the Manzano Mountains to settle
in Linecoln County. They settled a few miles below Fort
Stanton in a placita which they called Rio Bonito. Later,
in 1859, another settlement was started near the Rio Bonito
community. This new settlement was named Las Placitas, but
after the county was named Lincoln in honor of President Lin-

coln, Las Placitas was also re-named Lincoln. "It was the

1&; compiled by Vorkers of the Writers' Pro-
gram of the Work Projects Administration the Btagg of New

Mexico, 1940 (New York: Hastings House, 1940), p. 3
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county seat until 1913, when the seat was changed to Car-
riz020."2

Other settlers founded small placitas along the streams
of the region. One of these settlements was located west of
the present town of Picacho and was known as the Missouri
Plaza. This and some of the other smaller settlements were
later abandoned. Thus Lincoln County remained a region of
large pastures, fertile valleys, and beautiful mountains and
mesas, and, except for Lincoln Town, the county continued to
be sparsely populated. Although the population of Lincoln
County in 1870, one year after it was created, was 1,803, one
must remember that the county at this time comprised almost
one-fourth of the entire territory of New Mexlco.

Other courageous adventurers followed. By the iarly
seventies, sheep raising and cattle raising became flourish-
ing occupations. The first herds of cattle, except for the
small herds owned by the Spanish and Mexicans, were probably
brought to Lincoln County during the Civil ®ar. ®In 1863,

a herd of steers was wintered in and around Fort Stanton."3

"But a new element was beginning to drift into the
lowlands of the Pecos Valley from the south and east. It

210¢. cit.

3R. E. Twitchell Leadine Facts of isxican Hig-
tory (Cedar Rapids, Iowa: The Torc ess,!qg g YO .H%g,

p. 297.
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was composed of restless cattlemen from western Texas." As

these mingled with the old cattlemen of the county, troubles
began, and soon the newcomers and the old settlers were at
war. These disorders were known as the "Lincoln County War®
(1876-1878). Bach group accused the other of stealing cat-
tle. The punishment for stealing or molesting cattle was
death, and this, of course, brought terror into the entire
settlement and fear and anxiety into every home. One of the
famous desperados of the times was Billy the Kid. In 1878
General Lew Wallace was made gdvernor of the territory, with
his big assignment that of putting an end to these disorders.
When Sheriff Pat F. Garrett killed the brave and feared
Billy the Kid in 1878, much of the terror died down.

To add to the dangers that existed, the Mescalero
Apaches also came to the homes and farms and stole goats,
sheep, cattle, and even children. It 1s reported by some
of the old-timers that the men and women hoeing the gardens
and fields carried arms just in case Indians should come.
Young children tending goats and sheep were forced to re-
main close to their home, in full view of the parents, so
that they could be protected, for it was nothing unusual to
have the Apaches carry off some of the young children as

captives. Indians were reported to come in small groups

%John H. Vaughan 2gg
Mexlcg (State College, New Mexico: John ﬁ?’%’%ﬁgigs fézgf!
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and attack from several directions st the same time,
The Indians csused trouble until the year 1886 when:
General Nelson A. Miles succeeded in eaptur' the
dreaded Indian chief, Geronimo. From that time the in-
cursions of the Indians ceased forever and the pcople

of New Mexico were enabled to enter gpen the -ont\ecn-
plete development of 1ts indusitries.

b

II. GECGRAPHY

Creation. "Linecoln County, in its original form, was
created on January 16, 1869, from the western [eastern] part
of Socorro County.“6 This new county was created becsuse of
the increased development of the cattle industry and the min-
ing activity in the area. The new county was enlarged Feb-
ruary 15, 1878, to include the eastern part of Dona Ana
County. At this time ILincoln County included almost one-
fourth of the entire territory of the state. On February
25, 1889, a part of Lincoln County was made into Chaves and
Bddy counties. Then on January 30, 1899, Otero County was
created from the southern part of Lincoln County and the
eastern part of Dona Ana County. "Only minor changes have
been made in the eres of the county since that time "7

5B¢njclin M. Read, ‘%éi&?xz
Hexico (Cedar Rapids, Towa: The Torch Press, pe 1

écharles F. Coan, g;e Q:§ (Chicagos
The American Historical "Socle Y, c.,!3! i 5325), P 3

71psd., p. 561.
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According to Ralph Emerson Twitchell "the county has an area

of 4,954 square miles, or 3,170.600 acres, more than four

times the area of Rhode Island.“8

Location. The present Lincoln County is located near-
ly in the center of New Mexico, bounded by Torrance and Guada~
lupe counties on the north, Roosevelt and Chaves counties on
the east, Otero, Dona Ana, and Chaves counties on the south,
and Socorro County on the west. :

The figures that immediately follow indicate how the
counties were created and geographical boundaries changed from
1863 to 1948,

Altitude. The altitude varies between 4,500 feet on
the eastern part to 10,000 feet in the northern and western

part.

Drainage. The principal mountains are the Sierra
Blanca at whose foot is located the beautiful resort of Rui-
doso, a fast-growing modern town, Sierra Capitan to the
north, and the Nogal and Carrizo ranges in the central and
southern portions., These mountains are well covered with
pine, pinon, juniper, ocak, and cottonwood. The loftier
ranges run north and south and are spurs or offshoots of the

Rocky Mountains. The eastern slopes are comparatively well

8

Twitchell, loc. git.
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watered. Besides innumerable springs, there are several
streams which supply the fertile valleys with water for agri-
cultural purposes. The main water courses are the gbnito,
Ruldoso, and Hondo Rivers. These are all small .troiis, but
furnish sufficlent water to masintain a thriving poyd;ation.

On the west slope there are other small streams, the W&rt&lﬂ.u,
Water Canyon, and Three Rivers. \‘

A great deal of the land of the county is not nuitahlo
for farming and is used as pasture land for hundreds of ‘\
sheep, cattle, and goats. Springs, wells, rivers, and aré
tificial dirt reservoirs furnish the flocks with water. ':

A large area near the town of Carrizozo is covered 3

with lava rock. This region is known as Malpais.

Climate and rainfall. The average annual precipita-
tion at Fort Stanton is sixteen inches, in the higher moun-

tains twenty inches is common, while at lower levels in the Rt
western part of the area the rainfall is not more than ten £
inches. The mean temperature for the period between October

and March, both months included, at Fort Stanton is 41° and

during the months of April through September, 62°.
. The cool and mild summers in the mountains of Linecoln
County are the main reason why tourists come there in large

numbers during the summer months. The magnificent mountain

areas and interesting landmarks make one forget momentarily
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the hardships endured by the pioneers during the last half of

the nineteenth century. The climate of Lincoln County "is
one of its glories and its greatest assets."? ©j large body
of land in the county is included in the Linceln National
Forest, the area being 444,251 acres."10

III. THE PEOPLE

According to an editorial appearing in the Ruldoso
Hews on August 20, 1948:

The population of the final Lincoln County has re-
mained almost equally divided Spanish and Anglo blood.
Two languages are still written and spoken although the
cultures of the two races have mixed and mingled to
build a united area full of friendliness and |ndorifand-
ing not to be surpassed by any place in the state.

The natural beauty of the land, where the old set-

tlers welcome the steady flow of new settlers, has made
possible the continuous growth in population,and the carefree
living exhibited in the placitas that now occupy the valleys,
mesas, and canyons of the county. The Indian, the Spaniard,
the Mexican, the Anglo, and others now live a peaceful life
of work, of enjoyment, of leisure, with an ardent desire for
continued progress.

9Twitchell, op. git., p. 299.
10coan, op. git., p. 561.
1l1gditorial in The Ruidoso News, August 20, 1948,
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According to the census report of 1940, there are
8,557 inhabitants in the county. These people have made
their homes in different parts of the county, some remain-
ing in the placitas where they were born, others having
moved into the larger settlements. The towns that now have
the largest population are Carrizozo, Capitan, and Ruldoso.
Many of the Lincoln County residents live on their own
ranches several miles off the main highways.

Table I gives the population of the election pre-
eincts in the county from 1880 through 19%0. According to
the census of 1860, though Lincoln County had not fct beeh
created, there were two known settlements in the region.
These were Rio Bonito with a population of 273 and Fort Stan-
ton with a population of 122. The census of 1870, one year
after Lincoln County was organized, gives 1,803 as the pop-
ulation of the county. The census of 1880 gives a total
population of 2,513, but one must remember that in that year
Lincoln County included all of Chaves and Eddy counties. 1In
1890 the population of the county was 7,081, but the southern
part of the county had not yet been taken to form part of
Otero County. As a result of these boundary changes, the
census totals in population as shown on Table I for the years
1880 and 1890 are only for precincts that remained a part of

the county after Bddy, Chaves, and Otero counties were

created.







TABLE I

POPULATION OF ELECTION PRECINCTS IN LINCOLN COUNTY

Precinet No. 1880 1890 1900 1910 1920 1930 1940

Lincoln 1 638 854 1065 1024 8ok 89 905
Hondo 2 32 325 760 822 (a) 992
Arabela g 35 621(b) 503 2(c) 197
Picacho %5 384 319 362 klo 9
Reventon 5 183 229 ' 21 168 €9
Encinoso 6 263 242 lgg 282(4) 1k 146
Jicarilla g 122 102 23 130
White Oaks 268 719  80& 57 109 110
Capitan 9 . 670 Skg(‘) 35 gz; 1127
Ruidoso 10 270 348 300 g
Nogal ; 11 420 165 237 136 38
gonito 1 359 300 337 %13 1
orona
Carrizozo E 1082(331305 1242 16%1,
Oscuro {h 81
Ancho 16 h82 i) 3zg 269 188
Spindle 17 (N1 108
Joneta 18 213(k) 11k
White Mt. 19 602(1;
Ramon 20 40 (m
Totals 906 3614 4o43 7822 7823 7198 8557

"Returned as San Patriclo in 1890, 1900, 1910, and 1920.

Returned as Agua Azul in 1900.
Returned as Las Palas in 1910 and 1920,

) Returned as Las Tablas in 1890 and 1900 and as Richardson

in 1910.

Returned as Gray in 1900.

Organized from part of the White Oaks precinet in 1902;
part taken to form part of Torrance County in 1905,
Organigzed from part of ¥hite Oaks precinet in 1906.
Organized from part of Carrizozo precinet in 1909,
Organized from part of Jicarilla freeinct in 1909.
Organized since 19103 no information as to territory
from which organized.

Organized from parts of Jiearilla and Corona precincts
in 1924,

Organizod from parts of Ruidosoc and Bonito precincts in
1931.

Organized from parts of Joneta precinect in 1936.







As time goes by, great changes take place. The

writer will give two vivid examples of the migratory spirit
of the people--first of a settlement that grew up, flourished
with aetivity and progress, and then became a roadside ghost
town and second that of an uninhabited regilon which was but

a forested paradise for birds and animals of the woods, but
which has become the site of one of the county's largest |
villages and one of the Southwest's most popular year-round
playgrounds.

Traveling some fourteen miles northeast of Carrizozo,
one reaches a low, rocky hill which 1is quickly ascended.
There before him are the remains of a once rich mining town
in the county and known as White Oaks. Traveling over the
winding road at the canyon bed in the Jnnipor-covcrod-aoun-
tains, one sees the weather-beaten adobe walls of what were
once the homes of early inhabitants,

Years ago, on pay day, men hurried in and out of the
big bank which is now abandoned, with its doors and windows
showing marks of many years of jnactivity. The roof of the
"Little Casino," a deserted bar and dance hall, has caved in.
The post-office building is gradually giving up its fight to
hold itself together. All around reigns a silonco; the type
of nostalgie silence which brings a yearning for a return of

events as they once existed. There on the hillside stands a

dwelling and people live in it, but there on the same hill-
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side, among the junipers and pinons, are many others whose
doors are barred and which show no sign of life except for
some bird that has built its nest under the aging eaves of
the roof. A few families live in that town, vory'?ew. They
enjoy the quietness end solitude and of ten remember the once
wealthy booming mining town of many years past.

The abandoned gold mines are seen in the distance,
but the view that brings the most depressed feeling is that
of the red brick school building, as it stands there sur-
rounded by empty brick and adobe buildings that once housed
the many children who attended school there. There are not
enough children in the town now to open the schéol; so the
building stands locked, and one is reminded of the poem,
"Phe Little People™ by John G. Whittier as it appeared, in
part, in MeGuffey's third grade readers published in 18962

THE LITTLE PEOPLE
A dreary place would be this earth
Were there no little people in 1‘

The song of life would lose its ’
Were there no children to begin 1it;

Llfo‘s song, indeed, would lose 1ts charn,
Were there no babies to begin it;

A doleful place this world would be,
Were there no little people in it. iz

12yeguffey, McGuffey's gggg Eglgg’}g Reader (New
York: American 803k Conpany, 1 Do
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In a little over an hour's drive in a southwesterly
direction, one reaches ancther small hill Jjust off Highway
70. The road over the hill is in excellent condition and in
one minute one views the eastern end of the county'’s fastest
growing town, Ruidosc. 4 beautiful hospital, a big drug
store, a new high school building, an inviting restaurant,
several modern residences, many under construction, and large
business establishments, greet the eye. Transportation is
heavy and the activity is great.

As one continues he finds that this has been but the
entrance to a modern town where thousands of people come
every summer. In the heart of the town are numerous stores
and restaurants, two theaters, churches, skating rinks, drug-
stores, bars, tourist courts, service stations, and other
types of business places, besides the hundreds of cabins and
other modern homes. For miles in every canyon and on every
hillside, among the growth of tall pines, fir, spruce, and
pinon, one sees the many attractive cabins where people live
in perfect contentment, using their leisure time for fishing,
hiking, skiing, and other out-door sports.

One pauses for a moment and recalls the time, some
sixty years or so ago, when wild 1ife inhabited most of the
region. A ocecasional hunter or trapper came there, but only

for a brief stay. The entire atmosphere gave one a creeping

feeling of secluded distant places miles away from the
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constant hubbub of everyday living. From the heart of

the Sierra Blanca rushed forth a bubbling stream of clear
spring water hurrying down the canyon and through the valley
below to meet the waters of the Rio Bonito thirty miles
away. The water made a constant nolse as it moved over the
many rocke along its course; thus the early Spaniard gave it
a very appropriate name, Rio Ruidoso (Noisy River).

This was the time when White Oaks hummed with activ-
ity; and now that the town of White Osks rests, the entire
wooded area along the Rio Ruidoso buzzes with the sounds of
progress and groans with the pains of a growing town. For

Ruidoso is now the year-round playground of the Southwest.
IV. WEALTH

The greatest source of wealth in the county is the
cattle, sheep, and goat industries, Much of the income dur-
ing the summer and autumn months comes from the tourist
trade. Fruit stands and curio shops dot the main highways
passing through the county. The fruit grown in the county
is of high gquality and is a means of income for many farmers.
Lincoln County has become a popular recreation area, having

a mumber of publiec campgrounds, with conveniences, as well

as many attractive camping sites., "Game is plentiful and
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the region attracts scores of hunters and fishermen,"12

Small streams and wells furnish sufficient water for
irrigation purposes in the valleys and lowlands where fruit
trees, alfalfa, corn, wheat, and cabbage are a substantial
source of income to the farmer.

A great deal of the land in the county is classified
as mineral land, with gold, silver, copper, coal, and iron
as some of the chief minerals. In his brief report on
minerals to be found in Lincoln Gounty, Mr. C. E. Degner of
Carrizozo said:

Development is likely to require several years of
time, and plenty of money; hence exploitation should
show that the ore deposits are sufficient to justify.
the time and money. Lincoln County has numerous prop-
erties that warrant large capital for its development,
great fissure vein systems, the making of great mines.
And the day will come when these numerous mining prop-
erties in Lincoln County, New Mexico, will be system-
atically explolited and developed and the results will
be the ogeg%ng up of the largest mining region in the
Southwest.

Another source of income i{s lumbering, which is in-
creasing in importance with the passing of time. Because
of the supply of logs obtained from the forests nearby,
lumbering may soon become one of the leading industries of

the ares.

1?511‘115199 compiled by Workers of the Writers'
Program of the Work’ProJects Administration in the State of
New Mexico, 1940 (Hastings House, New York, 1940), p. 384.

Larticle in The Ruidoso News, August 20, 1948,
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The coming of the railrocad opened new possibilities,

as this offered rail transportation for the products of the
county without the necessity of going great distances by
truck or some other means to reach a rallroad. :
Lincoln County had no railroad until the E1 Paso and
Southwestern Rsilroad was constructed from Corona to
Three Rivers across the western part from north to south
Tiie s BULIC fra Carrizoms So MEpBEIRMES D
This latter branch has been discontinued. It is still a
mystery why the town of White Oaks was left without a rail-
road when one had been promised. Gold had been discovered
there in 1879. Men flocked from everywhere, and built homes,
churches, and stores, but later White Oaks became one of the
roadside ghost towns of the state becsuse the rallroad had
passed it by. ._ .
The tax valvation has increased steadily and is still
increasing. In 1901 the tax valuation was $43,800; in 1912
it was $103,848; in 1920 it had grown to $788,300; in 1935

it had increased to $6,528,687; and in 1948 it was $8,889,883.
V. SUMMARY

Lincoln County, rich in history and development, re-
mains a bilingual county, attracting hundreds of tourists

each summer because of the beautiful scenery, mild climate,

1"‘Coan, op. eit., p. 560.







and the hospitality of its inhabitants. I¢ is still a

county of seattered placitas, towns, and ranches.







CHAPTER IIIX

EDUCATIONAL ATTEMPTS BETWEEN 1869 AND 1891

On August 18, 1846, the American army had camped on
the hills above Santa Fe. "A salute of thirteen guns an-
nounced the end of the Mexican period and the beginning of
the American.”l Though Santa Fe had been captured without
the necessity of firing a single shot, it was not long af-
ter its surrender that revolts were planned and carried out
unsuccessfully. A territorial civil government was set up
in 1850 to replace the half-military, half-civil government
that had existed. In 1851 the Territory was divided into
nine counties, but it was not until January 16, 1869, that
Lincoln County was created in its original form.

There had been schools in New Mexico prior to the
American invasion but:

One year after the American invasion (1846), all the
public schools, except one in Santa Fe, had been dis-
continued, as shown by the officlal -o:sago of Governor
Donaciano’ Vigil to the legislature dated December 6,
1847. In his message Governor Vigil makes urtcat u
peal for the establishment of pnblie schools to give all

an equal chance of being educated. The appeal of Gover-
nor Vigil had no effect, and New Mexico went without

ljohn H. Vaughan His ;gzg
gggigg (State College, iew Mexico: ﬁﬁga. Vaughan, 192!¥!
Pe 137+







28

schoolg, except an insignificant private school here and
there.

In Lincoln County, until 1891, education for the masses
made no headway. Prior to the enactment of the law of 1891,
only some Spanish had been taught. Education had been sadly
neglected. :

Until 1891 the school code in New Mexico was worse
than unsatisfactory. It was vicious. For years every
attempt to establish a well-regulated educational sys-
tem, supported by general tax, falled in the legisla-
tures, the ngjority in which was invariably of native
inhabitants.

Not having known better schools, these people were
content to continue to let the education of children be a
responsibility of each individual family. Then, too, these
pioneers were busy holding the land which thoy occupied and
struggling for a bare existence. Leisure time was unknown in
those days. Population was sparse and distances were great.
The small settlements were made up of some fifteen or twenty
families and many miles separated one community from another.
Lincoln and Yhite Oaks were the largest settlements at the
time and forty-one miles separated them. Good roads were un-

known. Roaming Apaches were everywhere. Existing conditions

“Benjamin M., Read, Popular Elementary His &gzx
%gﬁigg (Cedar Rapids, Io;a: The Torch Press, 191 PP. E%g—

Qﬂggsggx of New !gﬁégg, 1907 (New York: Pacific States
Publishing Company), p.
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made each little settlement an isclated placita. A few of
the families lived on ranches several miles from any kind of
a community center.

Here and there was found a tutor who taught some in-
terested child the bare essentials in reading and writing.
All teaching was in Spanish. The outlying districts and
settlements, and Lincoln County consisted of these in great
part, could not give much time to education. According to
the census of 1880 the total population of the county was
2,513, of which 2,300 were Spanish-spoakinglncw Mexicans.

Having had no support from the United States Con-
gress or from any other source, Linceln County, like all of
New Mexico, had to work out its own educational salvation.
The solutions to their problems of education were very far
from adequate and thus the education of the youth remained
deplorably neglected. The wealth of the county was in its
land, its ranges and livestock, and its farms, and was in

possession of a few people who did not favor being taxed

for the education of the masses. The wealthier people

could easily hire a tutor or send their children elsewhere
for an education. The poor, however, made up the greatest
part of the population. Several times New Mexico had at-
tempted to establish schools and provide funds for them, but

every time these ventures became educational hopes built on

nothing. Throughout the state these deplorable conditions
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prevailed down to 1891, and Lincoln County was no exception.

As has been stated previously, there was a certain
amount of education carried on in the placitas of Lincoln
County even a few years prior to its ereation in 1869. ac-
cording to Mr. Elerdo Chaves, who was born in Linecoln on
lareh 17, 1880, the first known school in that seetion of
the state was a school in Lincoln in the year 1868, ihis
school was in session three months. An uncle of Mr. Eiordo
Chaves, Demetrio Perea, attended this school and he had often
told his nephew about it. Perea's father had been killed by
the Indians in Manzano and his mother had brought him to
Lincoln in 1865 when he was a young child.

These early schools, of which the Lincoln school of
1868 was typical, will be deseribed in detail in the re-
mainder of this chapter under appropriate subheadings,

I. BUILDINGS AND EQUIPMENT

When a teacher was available, one room in some family
home in the community would serve temporarily as a schoel
for children who wished to attend. All furniture was moved
out of the room except the wood stove if there were one.
Homemade benches and tables were then borrowed from different
homes and brought into the classroom. The long vooden benches

were placed around the room against the walls and available

tables of varying heights and sizes were placed at different
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places in the room., Many times this same room served as a

storage place for grain, the sacks of grain occupying part
of the available space.

II. BOOKS AND SUPPLIES

All textbooks were printed in Spanish and it was
nothing unusual to find students using whatever book eould
be brought from home, such as the Bible, a catechism, or
a story book. If no type of book was found in the home,
students sometimes brought family letters or other written
materials. Mrs. Lorenzita Miranda, born August 10, 1861,
and a student in one of these early schools, tock to :ehool(
as her reader a book "Libro de la Valle,” a family prayer
book. She recited as many as three lessons by noon from
this book. Other students, Mrs. Miranda remembers, used the
New Testament for a reader. B8ome students brought no kind
of written matter to school and depended on the teacher's
resourcefulness in providing materials te teach the children
reading and writing.

During the first year of school much of the time was
spent learning the alphabet. Many times this was all that
was learned during the school term, which sometimes lasted
only a month, the longest term being three months. Each
student was required to finish the first-grade book before

starting the work of the second grade. Because of the
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scarcity of books and the short school term, most of the
students remained in the first grade and used the same book
year after year.

The writer examined one of the second-grade readers
used by students during the last years of the eighties. It
was published by the American Book Company. The title of the
book is "Libro de Lectura" (reading book), No., 2. Its con-
tents are historical in part, telling sbout the discovery of
America, the conquest of Mexico, the discovery and conquest
of Peruy, ete. The book contains many poems such as "A Mi
Madre" (To My Mother), "lLa Oraciéh Por Todos" (The Prayer for
All), and "Agua Dormida" (Sleeping Water)., The authors of
most of the poems were Latin American writers. The boock con-

tains 336 pages.

In the second grade, students were also taught to

read from geography and grammar books. These were used as
readers and also as texts for teaching geography and grammar.
The writer examined these books, which were used around 1890,
The geography book, "Geografias Elemental," was published by
the D. Appleton Company. The preface stated that the book
was prepared because of the demand for such a book by the
teachers of beginning schools, and it also stated that the
book was easy to memorize. It was written in gquestion and

answer form, and the students were expected to memorize the

answers to the questions. No supplementary explanation of
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any kind was furnished. Lesson I, for example, began with

this question: "Que es la Tierra?" (What is the Earth?).

"La Tierra es el planeta que habitamos.” (The Earth is the
planet which we inhabit). The first lesson contained seven
questions. When the answers to these guestions were thor-
oughly memorized, the child was permitted to go on to Les-
son II. The book, 73 pages long, contained sixty-six les-
sons, besides maps, flags of the old and new continents, and
a few dull, lifeless pictures of people, animals, and build-
ings. Very few students ever completed the book.

The grammar, "Blementos de Gramatica Castellana,” also
published by the D. Appleton and Company, has 108 pages, and
1ike the geography, is written in question and answer form.
Throughout, the questions are difficult and meaningless to
small children. The print is very fine and there arc no
pictures whatsoever in this book.

Arithmetic, which was considered the really difficult
subjeet to teach in those days, was taught only when the
teacher understood the subject well enough to teach it.

This was not the case with the teaching of reading, which
was many times taught by some teacher who read just as poor-
1y as the students. The preface of the arithmetic book was
written by Pedro P. Ortiz, ex-inspector of the municipal
schools of Valparaiso on October 20, 1855. The preface of

"aritmetica Elemental” states that this texthook uses the
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explanation method in preference to the memory method used

heretofore. First the students were taught to count to
twenty and then they were taught to add, subtract, multiply,
and divide, in that order, Next the students learned the
Roman numerals to 1,500 followed by the Arabic numerals to
one hundred. The book, 163 pages in length, contained los-
sons in decimal and common fractions as well as tables of
measurements. x

Aside from the few bocks that were brought to school,
students brought individual slates, varying in sizes. The
average size of the slates was 8 x 12, On these they learned
to write and worked arithmetic problems. As in reading, the
alphabet was learned first in the writing instruction. After
they learned to print and write the alphabet, they were then
given passages from their readers to copy. Their chalk was
a rock or slate type of chalk called the "pigzarrin." These
were about five or six inches long and lasted a long time un-
less broken and they were easily broken.

After the student learned to write fairly well, he
brought paper and pencil and if possible pen and ink. Very
few ever reached this stage in their education. Some of the
teachers did not know how to write but did know how to print.

III. TEACHING METHODS

Classes of groups of children as we know them now were
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unknown in those days; each individual recited his assign-

ment when he was ready and he advanced as rapidly as he was
able. All studying and reciting was aloud. When a student
felt that he knew the assignment he would go to the teacher
for his recitation. People passing by a school often heard
the continuous noise made by students studying or reciting.
Students who failed to memorize a given assignment after a
reasonable length of time were deprived of recess privi-
leges. ‘

Many times the only assignments from dasy to day con-
sisted of reading assignments and drills in writing, but
once in a while a "well-educated" teacher was employed who
was able to teach arithmetic. In teaching grammar or geo-
graphy the teacher did not need to know the answers himself,
as he kept his book open while the student recited from

memorye.
IV. RECESSES AND GAMES

The school term lasted between one month and three
monthe and was in session any month or months of the year
when a teacher was avallable. Evon'as late as 1910, school
terms were held whenever a teacher was avalilable, sometimes
during the summer months. The school day opened around
9300 A, M. and ended some time between 4:00 and 5:00 P. M.

The students were given a mid-morning and a mid-afternoon
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recess in addition to the noon hour intermission. The re-

cesses were about thirty minutes in length; the noon inter-
mission lasted one hour, as most of the students went home
for lunch.

During recesses and part of the noon intermission the

children enjoyed playing a few popular games.

El Chueco. This game required considerable outdoor
space, but there were no set rules as to the size of the
playing field. The “"chueco" was a strong stick with a curved
end used for hitting the ball. This curved end was eallod
"el gancho" (the hook). The children made their own "chuecos"
by obtaining some strong branch from such tree as the oak.
The branch was peeled and shaped while green and then dried
slowly near a fire so that the “"gancho"™ would remain curved.
The ball, about the size of a large softball, was made of
deerskin filled with rags or wocl and laced with deerskin
laces.

Any number of students could play the game, which re-
sembles our present-day game of hockey. The game was played
between goals calied "topaderos." The "chueco" was used for
driving the ball across the field toward the team's goal.

The defending team, in turn, tried to drive the ball back
towards their "topadero." Occasionally a student would get

hit with the "chueco" and was injured.
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The game was usually played by boys or girls, seldom

a mixed group. It was such a popular game that adults
played 1t in the placits ss = means of getting the losing
team to give a free dance the following Saturday night.

Lg Pitarilla. The figure for this popular game was
drawn on the ground. The approximate size of the figure was

a one foot square.

ac

Each player had twelve small rocks which were to be
placed, one at a time, on the "pitarilla,” the name of the
figure. Only two could play "pitarilla™ at one time, each
having a different size or color of pebbles in order to be
able to tell them apart. These pebbles, placed one at a
time by each player, were placed on each cross-section of
the lines of the "pitarilla.” Thus the players proceeded,
atteapting to line three of their own rocks in a straight
line on the “pitarillia.” If the opponent placed a rock on

a spot where the other’s "man" was able to Jump it, as in
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checkers, the rock would be jumped and removed from the
game. The winner was the one who could place three pebbles
in a straight line first. Many times neither player was
able to do this, and they would begin the game all over
again. One could see the children, in pairs, seated on the
ground, seattered over the school yard playing "pitarilla."

Pares y Nones. Two students played this game with
buttons. The player dropping the buttons on the ground
had to have the buttons in pairs with the buttons' faces
elther up or down in order to be the winner. The other
Player would then pay his opponent a number of buttons
equal to the buttons dropped on the ground. If the button
combinations were odd~numbered, the opponent would be the
winner and he would collect the number of buttons due him,
The player dropping the buttons could drop as many buttons
as he desired. Just as one often sees some young boy with
trouser pockets filled with marbles, one would, in those
days, see the boys with large collections of buttons. Many
times a loser would detach buttons on his clothing in an
effort to rcgaih his loss. This game was played mostly by
boys,

Other games, less popular at times, were spinning

home-made tops, playing marbles, horse-shoes, and dolls.







V. EXPENDITURES

The teacher's wages consisted of money paid him by
the parents for each child attending school. The amount
collected was between fifty cents and one dollar per child
per month. Thus a teacher earned around $15 or $20 a month,
depending upon the number of children who attended school.
In addition to his monthly wages, the teacher lived with
some family in the community, seldom paying for board and
room. BEvery Saturday during the school term the children
attending school were expected to take the teacher what was
known as "pan de sabado.”™ This gift consisted of several
green ears of corn, squash, string beans, and other types of
vegetables. If vegetables were not available, the children
would take prepared foods from home. Other times they took
ripe pumpkins, canned or dried fruits, and anything else
that the teacher might need in foods to help him live in
comfort. The “pan de sabado" was given only when the teach-
er had his own home in the community or when he lived in
the schoolhouse, as was sometimes the case. A few of the
early teachers moved into Linceln County with their families
and lived there permanently.

Each child attending school in winter was expected to
take at least one stick of wood for heating purposes. At

times the school boys and the teacher were forced to go

-
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along the river bank or on hillsides in search for wood. Once
in a while some man in the community would donate a load of
wood to the school.

Janitors were unheard of in those daysj the teacher

or the students did whatever cleaning was deemad necessary.
vi. TYPES OF PUNISHMENT

The dunce gap. The teacher usually made a dunce cap
of cardboard, which he kept for those students who misbehaved.
While wearing this long pointed capy students were required to
stand in the doorway and face outward so thaf ahyone passing
by would know that the child had misbehaved and was being
punished. Once in a while a teacher would meke the cap a
1ittle more ridiculous by placing a skunk's tail on the

peinted end.

La palmeta. "La Palmeta" was a8 rounded board with a

" handle, used for hitting students on the hands when the teach-
er felt that they deserved punishment. The student would be
nit first on one hand and then the other. In extreme cases

of temper, the teacher would use the "palmeta®™ on any part of

the offender's body.

Pebbles from anthills. Some teachers used a unique
method of punishment with great resulis. Tiny pebbles were

placed on one corner of the room and students who had







41
disobeyed the teacher were forced to kneel on them for long

periods of time, depending on the seriousness of the of-
fense. Naturally these pebbles brought great pain to the
child, as they embedded themselves in the child's flesh as
he knelt there.

¥hipping. Some teachers, such as Esteban Collaszo,
were known for thelr strictness in administering punishment.
They used quirts, long whips, boards, rope, rope and wire
twisted together, as whips on the legs and back.

Milder types of punishment. Other and less severe
types of punishment consisted of requiring the child to stay

in during recess or after school, facing a corner of the
classroom, standing on top of sacks of stored grain; stand- ;
ing with arms outsiretched holding some heavy object in each
hand, being confined in a dark room or cellar adjaceant to
the classroom, and studying the lesson while standing.

VII. SOME OF THE EARLY TEACHERS

As has been stated repeatedly, a2ll instruction was in
Spanish. Any man, for only men were mentioned by the people
interviewed, who could read and write and was selected by a

community to teach school would automatically become a

teacher. As a result some of the early teachers knew only
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reading and printing; others lnew only the alphabet and a
few words; others knew reading, writing, and addition of
whole numbers; still others knew the three R's and knew
them well. These latter teachers became gquite popuﬂ?t and
were invited for a school term in each of the several set-
tlements. Often a teacher remained in one ccllnnlt,pgad
did not accept offers in another community. {;

One of the early schools was in a district near
Lincoln known as Las Tablas. This was in the year 1877.
The teacher of this schocl wes José cé}dova, who had come
to Linecoln County from Polvadera. According to the census
of 1910, Las Tablas was later called Richardson. Anotha;
teacher at Las Tablas in these early years was José Gomez.
Jose Marillita SBanchez, who came from Santa Fe, was one of
the best-liked teachers of his time, being well-educated,
kind, and very interested in stimulating interest among
his students. He taught in several of the settlements along
the Rio Bonito. Juan Patron, another teacher, who may have
come from Tularosa, was sald tc have known some English but
not sufficiently well to teach it; consequently he taught
only Spanish. Esteban Collazo, Jose Maria Aguayo, Juan Ta-

foya, and others were teachers of the late eighties and
nineties. They taught school in setilements of both the
Rio Bonito anéd the Rio Ruidoso.







VIII. SCHOOL KEEPING PROCEDURES

Attendance was not compulsory and as a result many
children came to school only a few days out of the school
term. The teacher kept no records of attendance or of prog-
ress made in school. The teacher placed a check mark at the
beginning of the assignment and a check mark at the end of
the assignment. The last check narkvsorved as the beginning
of the succeeding lesson. Some of the books examined still
have the check marks used to designafe assignments. The
average assignment in the reader was between eight and four-
teen lines, depending on the eont?nts of the book and the
ability of the student. At the close of the school term
some students were still on the first or second page of the
reader. No report cards were ever given and a child was never
officially promoted. If he was fortunate enough to complete
the first reader during the school termy, he was placed in the
second reader. There seemed to be no urgent desire on the
part of the student to be promoted. After a lapse of several
months without any type of schooling, 1t was not unusual for
a second-grade student to start the first grade all over

again.

IX. SETTLEMERTS HAVING SCHOOLS AT THIS TIME

Las Placitas. Las Placitas, later known as Linecoln,







had some of the earliest schools in the county.

Las Tablas. Las Tablas was a community of some
twenty families, near Lincoln, that had school terms from
the late seventies through the eighties and nineties.

¥hite Oasks. White Oaks, forty-one miles northwest
of Lincoln, became an important Lincoln County town in the
early eighties and had schools during the eighties, nineties,
and early part of the twentieth century. It was a town sur-
rounded by good gold mines and mills. The adjacent mountains
were all rich in coal and iron and were covered with pine,
Juniper, and pinon timber. During the time of the "real
boom" White Oaks had what were considered the best schools
in the county. "The real boom commenced in March, 1880,
with the discovery of unusually rich ore in the North Home-
stake.“u

A number of academies were established between 1879
and 1891. "The White Oaks Academy at White Oaks, Lincoln
County . . . was conducted from 1889 until 1891."9

San Patricio. It was during the late eighties and

“g;ato;x of New ico, 1907 (New York: Pacific States
Publishing Company), p. 752.

Charles F. Coan A History of New Mexico (Chiecago:
The American Historical’Soeiety, Inc., Vol. I, 1925), p. 485.
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thereafter that this settlement on the Rio Ruidoso had the

usual type of early school.

Missouri Plaza. This settlement on the extreme east
end of the valley occasionally had a teacher to come and _
give instruction. This was during the last two decades of

the nineteenth century.

Rancho del Mangano. During the last part of the

nineteenth century, this small settlement, near the town

of Picacho, occasionally had a school term.

Lower Ruidosg. Between the present towns of Glen-
coe and Ruldoso schools were conducted during the eighties,

nineties, and the early part of the twentieth century.
X. SUMMARY

The years between 1869 and 1891 had been the strug-
gling years in Lincoln County--struggles for existence and
struggles to carry on some type of education. The schools
were far from adequate, but they did provide a beginning,

a foundation for the excellent school system that féllo'od.
The work of Jose Cordova and the others whe labored with him

was not in vain, for there are those who still remember them,

those who still read and write beeauso of their teachings.

Some of the practices of these early teachers continued in
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use after 1891, for with the passage of the school law of
1891 conditions did not change over night. It took time,
as will be seen in Chapter IV, for the schools to become w

what had been hoped for by educators responsible for the
passage of this law.

To the men who provided rooms for instruction, to
the men who made it possible for the teacher to live com-
fortably, also goes praise, for they struggled in the dark-
ness but were desirous of a brighter tomorrow. The school-
room, the equipment, the books, the methods of instruetion,
the games--all combined to make the early schools the best
perhaps that could be had under the conditions that existed.

These early pioneers of Lincoln County had moved one
step in the right direction; others with richer educational
experiences were to follow later, as had already been the
case with the coming of the mining population to White Oaks.
As their desert-weary eyes beheld with joy the small farms
and ranches surrounding the farm-houses of the valleys, on
their way to White Oaks, they were eager to see the hills
that had the valuable ainérals which they were seeking.
Soon after reaching the region where groves of Juniper and
pine diversified the scene, they built their homes, their
churches, and their schools.

The period between 1869 and 1891 had not been a per-

iod of progress and development in education but merely a
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period of attempts on the part of the settlers to keep "alive"
what 1ittle they knew about the three R's. By their having

done this educators who followed, after 1891, had something
to start on and something to cling to until conditions could

be improved.







CHAPTER IV

EDUCATION FROM 1891 TO 1912

During the decade 1880-1890 a new type of immigrant
came into the county. These immigrants came to build their
homes and become a2 part of the new country. They had been
accustomed to good schools in the older states and natural-
ly they immediately began to discuss the problem of educa-
tion in the new land. By December, 1886, groups of earnest
New Mexico educators had organized the New Mexico Education-
al Association to acquaint the public with the chaotic and
deplorable educational conditions that existed. In 1888
plans were formulated for opening the Las Cruces College.

These and other accomplishments were paving the way
for the passage of a new education law,

When the twenty-ninth Legislative Assembly met in
December, 1890, Governor Prince urged upon it the crea-
tion of a modern and up-to-date school system as its
most important duty. The old series of makeshift acts
that had passed as public school laws had long been
known as utter failures and were not worth patching up.
Nothing short of a new system would meet the needs of
the Territory's expanding life. The governor had chosen
his time wisely and well. The agitation of recent years
had made its impression on the public. The ignorance,
hidebound conservatism, selfish interests, and sslfish
individuals that had had their way in the Territory for
forty years were now marked for defeat. The Education
Bill became law February 12, 18911

1john H. Vaughan, The History and Government of Jew
Mexico (State College, New Mexico: John H. Vaughan, 1923),

p. 222.
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The new law changed the existing system of school
organization. It ereated the office of State Superinten-
dent of Public Instruction. The governor was to appoint
the State Superintendent. A territorial board of education
was also created. It was to be composed of the governor,
superintendent of public instruction, and the presidents of
the University, the Agricultural College, and St. Michael's
College. The duty of the board was to organize and control
the entire system of education in the territory. Amado
Chaves, who was a graduate of St. Michael's College, was
appointed as first Superintendent of Public Instruction.

The schools under the new law were to be not only
public, but free and supported at public expense. Under
the law of 1891 "the state board of education also selected
textbooks every four years. The law, in addition, provided
for bonding of school districts to build aehoolhounea."z

One must remember, however, that the law did not
revolutionize the way of thinking over night. There were
many problems to be solved. Some of the unsatisfactory con-
ditions existing before 1891 continued until funds were made
available to better them. Qualified teachers could not be
had in sufficient numbers.

2Lansing B. Bloom and Thomas C. Donnell !g;icg
History and g;g;gg (Albuquerque, New Mexico: Tz: 5&%7.:: y
Press, 1933), p. 390.







I. BSCHOOLS IN GENERAL

For a number of years after 1891 schools remained
very much the same. In a report entitled "Lincoln County
Notes," which Superintendent L. R. Rudisille sent to the New

Mexico Journal of Education, and which was published on April
1, 1907, he presented an educational picture which was typi-
cal of the school conditions that existed in Lincoln County
during the latter part of the nineteenth century and the
first decade of the twentieth century. The writer has copled

the report as it appeared in the New Mexico Journal of Edu-

cation:
Lineoln County Notes

Superintendent Lee R. Rudisille held an examination
at Lincoln in Janmary for third grade certificates.

Miss Harris is conducting a large private school at
Nogal.

Mr., L. M. Mathis, who closed a five months' term near
Lincoln in January, began a three months' term at Par-
sons in February.

Miss Emma Peebles taught her first term in the Little
Creek district, her school closing in February.

Alto had a six months' school this year taught by Miss
Mae Gilmore.

H. C. Harper, who closed his school at Capitan last
December, opened a private school at Angus in January
with an enrollment of fifty pupils. When the private
school closes, there will be four months of public
school. This will make Mr. Harper twelve months of
teaching in the school year.

Miscs Mae Burleson closed her school in the Lincoln
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distriet last January, and began a three months' term
on the Ruidoso in March.

Mrs. Elizabeth Gumm, since January, has been conduct-
ing the Lincoln School alone, Mr. P. é. Griffith, her
assistant, having resigned to accept a position on the
Forest Reserve.

The White Oaks schools have had a very successful
term this year. Miss Covington has proved herself a
proficient principal, and the people appreciate her
efforts to give them a good school.

Miss Nettie Lee has closed a very successful term at
the Block district.3

As may be noted from Mr. Rudisille's report, not only
were there public schools in the county but also a number of
private schools for children whose parents could afford ad-
ditional educational opportunities at their own expense. AsS
is still the ease in the isolated districts in the county,
teachers have, since early times, been hesitant in accepting
teaching positions in these districts. Consegquently the
children of these communities have had lessened opportunities
for attending school regularly and under the more eenpotcnt.
teachers.

This report also shows that a teacher could not af=-
ford to remain idle after a school was closed after two or
three months, but went into another community ahd opened a
school there. If a public school could not be opened, the
teacher would open a private school. Many of the outlying

districts would have had more and longer school terms but

3New Mexico Journal of Education, 2:16, April 1,1907.
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money was not avallable in sufficient amounts to allow this.

As a result, schools struggled along and the children con-
tinued to have long vacations at the expense of their own edu-
cation. Textbooks continued to be in Epanish or Spanish and
English, but the introduction of the all-English textbooks
was soon to become a reality.

"The minimum school term was three months, and for
years afterwards many a district was without a schoolhouse
and struggled to maintain a three months school torn."k "In
some of the towns and cities it stood at full nine months,
but in the poorer and more sparsely settled rural districts
it was seldom more than two months." During the year 1891
when the law went into effect, 523 school districts were es-
tablished, "but in some of these no school was taught as is
shown by the fact that there were only 487 teachers in 1891.“6
According to the report of the governor of New Mexico for the
year 1892, Lincoln County had thirty-nine districts 1q 1892
and only thirty-five teachers. |

The inhabitants of Lincoln County had been accustomed

t'Blc:n'.ul, op. cit., p. 392.

%augmn’ LoD ss_t_o’ Pe 22“.’0

6Charles F. Coan, A History of New 20y Vol. I
(Chicago: The American Bistorical Society, nc.,’1925), p. 487.
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only to Spanish-speaking teachers and to replace these im-

mediately with qualified teachers of English was no easy
matter. As a result some of the early teachers continued
teaching in much the same way they had prior to 1891, Jose
M, Aguayo continued to teach after 1891, Elerdo.Chavez, a
resident of Carrizozo, stated that Mr. Aguayo taught in
Honde in the early nineties and at San Patriclo after that.
Other Spanish-speaking teachers who continued to teach after
1891 were Esteban Collazo and Jos{ Cérdova. Others who be-
gan their instruetion in the late nineties were Acacio Gal-
legos, Porfirio Chavez, Toribio Lujan, and others. Mr.
Gallegos was a well-educated man and knew both Spanish and
English and could teach both.

Textbooks, likewise, continued in use until they
could be replaced with newer and better ocnes. School build-
ings did not become better all of & sudden after 1891; their
replacement was a gradual process and for several years the
same rented and borrowed buildings and equipment continued
in use. For example, according to information given the
writer by Mrs. Sydney Coe Bonnell of Glencoe, the schoole-
house at Glencoe was built about 1886 by the three Coe broth-
ers, Frank, Jasper, and George. They had come to Linecoln
County in 1884 and, having a desire for education for their
children and the children of the community, they built this

one-room schoolhouse. There were others in the Glencoe
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community, but distances were great in those days and people

could not easily get together, but undoubtedly those living
near helped with the work of constructing the schoolhouse.

The Glencoe schoolhouse was an adobe building with
several windows on the east and west sides, The first teach-
er in the new school was Miss Clara Blanchard. Very few stu-
dents attended school there at first, perhaps around ten.

Year after year school was in session in this Glencoe school-
house for two or three months at a time. Gradually the en-
rollment and the length of school term were inereased. This
schoolhouse served the Glencoe community for some forty years,
the writer having attended school there in 1920 and 1921. It
was in the year 1932 that the Glencoe children were transport-
ed by school bus to the Stetson School about fifteen miles
west of Glencoe. The same schoolhouse, though changed in some
ways, is now the Glencoe Women's Club House.

In White Oaks, however, where many of the inhabitants
were from other states, conditions were much better. "White
Oaks, which at one time boasted of a population of 2,000,"7
was a town that attracted boys and girls from other commu-

‘nities to come and attend school there. The White Oaks

school was one of the best during the last decade of the

75;; co, compiled by Workers of the Writers'
Program of the Work Projects Administration in the State of
New Mexico, 1940 (New York: Hastings House, 1940), p.388.
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nineteenth century and the early years of the twentieth ccﬁ-

tury. In 1901, for example, Mr. Julian Silva of Glencoe was
sent by his father to White Oaks to attend the English school
there., He had never gone beyond the second grade in the
schools which he had attended but, due to the faet that he
was already twenty-one years old at the time, he placed him-
self in the third grade in the White Oaks Schools: He re-
calls two classrooms, one for the smaller children (Grades
1 and 2), and one for the other grades. Mr. Silva knew no
English whatsoever. He stayed there three months and in
that time he learned what English he knows now, which is
quite satisfactory.

The reader which he used in the White Oaks School was
a T. Robertson reader called "El Ingles"™ published in Mexico
in 1899, The book was written in English and Spanish. Each
page of the book contained the Spanish translation to the
English lesson. There were sixty lessons in the book which
contained 260 pages. Above each English word was a number or
letter telling how to pronounce tho'vord. At the beginning
of the book was a table explaining the different letters and

33 3 8 3 5 B 537
numbers., "My dear children, you say that you wish
2 £33 7 30 ¢

to learn the English language.”

3&. Robertson, El1 Ingles (Mexico: Antigua Imprenta
de E. Murguia, 1899), p. 5.
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This school in White Oaks was the first school that

Mr. Silva had attended where English-speaking children were
in attendance and it was the first school where the teachers
were English-speaking. All clesses were conducted in English,
The White Oaks school serves as an example of the type
of school that could have been possible in every placita if
conditions had been different. This school in White Oaks was
not & typical Lincoln County school, as most of them were not
as adequate as this one. It was believed at first that the
Spanish-speaking people of the county would object to the
change from the Spanish school to the English school, but this
was not the case. According to R. B. Twitchell:
No opposition has ever been encountered in any part
of the territory in the matter of employment of English-
speaking teachers in districts where, prior to the en-
actment of the law of 1891, only Spanish had been taught.,
In truth, the § nish-apoaiing people have evineced an
almost universal desire and purpose to have competent
teachers, well-versed in the English language, employed
and assigned to teach in isolated districts re, in
times past, the only schools existing were those
which the Spanish language alone was used.9
The population in the county in 1890 wes 7,081, but
because Otero County was carved in 1890 from the territory
comprising Lincoln County the census of 1900 showed only
4,953 inhabitants. The eounty, in 1900, was still large and

sparsely populated. Parents began to feel the need of having

9

R. E. T'itChﬁll m M -
togxgogol II (Cedar aaéids, Iowa: The gfigg!Prala, gé?*f,
ppo -

509.
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their children in communities where schools would be in ses-

sion for longer periods of time, realizing that the longer
term had many advantages over the shorter one.

According to a school report sent in to the New Mex-
ico Journal of Education by Superintendent L. H. Rudisille
of Lineoln County for the month of December, 1906, the en-
rollment, average daily attendance, and teachers of some of

the districts were as follows:

District No. 1, Lincoln, enrollment 96, A.D.A. 71,
Mrs. Elizabeth Gumm, principal, Miss Mae Burleson, as-
sistant.

District No. 8, White Osks, enrollment 9%, A.D.A.

82, Miss Covington, principal, Miss Ruth Tompkins, as-
sistant.

District No. 28, Capitan, enrollment 92, A.D.A. 71,
Mrs. Zane Ogden, principal, Mr. James Dowe, assistant.

District No. 11, Nogsl, enrollment 45, A.D.A. 34,
Miss Mabel Anglin teacher.

| District No. 20, Hondo, enrollment 41, A.D.A. 25,
Mrs. Ruth Harper, teacher.

The districts given are among the larger schools of
the county which have been in session...lt has been
the custom to have a separate school in session at the
upper end of the Lincoln distriect, which is too widely
separated to allow attendance at ilncg%n, but as yet
no suitable teacher has been secured.

Barly in the twentieth century some of the districts

bonded themselves for the erection of schoolhouses. These

10yew Mexico Journal of Edueation, 3312, February 15,

1907.
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public schoolhouses would gradually replace the "borrowed"

room of the private home. ©Some of the districts which
bonded themselves for the erection of school buildings were:
Capitan, $2,500 in 19013 Hondo, $1,000 in 1902; Carrizozo,
$10,000 in 19063 Corona, $5,000 in 1909; Carrizozo again,
$6,000 in 1910; and Capitan again, $7,500 in 1911. Ac~-
cording to information given by Mrs. Ora G.Tully of Glencoe,
Mr. J. V. Tully, a resident of Lincoln County for many years,
bought the $1,000 bond that built the first public school-
house at Honde in 1902, This first school in Hondo was a
two-room structure. Later, more rooms were added to the
original duilding and these two rooms are still housing
children during the school year.

II. SCHOOL FUNDS

In the Compilation of School Laws of New Mexico
published by the Territory in 1891 the sources of common

school revenue are set forth as follows:

8ec. 35. That the following are hereby declared to
be and remain temporary funds for common school pur-
poses:

st. The prodeeds of all sales of interstate es-
tates which escheat to the territory.

Second. All forfeitures or recoveries on bonds of
county, precinct or territorial school officers.

o« The proceeds of all fines collected for
violation of the penal laws.
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« The proceeds of the sales of lost goods or
estrays.

£1£§¥. All moneys arising from licenses imposed on
wholesale and retall liquor dealers, distilleries,
breweries, wine-presses, gambling tables or games of
chance, which now pay 1icense or may hereafter be re-
quired to pay license,

All the moneys arising from the above enumerated
sources when collected, shall be paid into the county
treasury to the account of the several school districts,
wherein such sums are collected, officers collecting
and paying in the same taking the county treasurer's
receipt therefor. Should there be more than one school
district in any precinct, said amount collected shall
be divided among the several school districts pro rata,
according to the scholastic census of said district, as
furnished to the county school superintendent for the
current year.

Sec.36. That a poll tax of one dollar shall be
levied upon all able bodied male persons over the age
of twenty-one years for school purposes. It shall be
the duty of the county assessor to make out separate
lists of all persons liable to pay a poll tax in each
district and certify the same to the clerks of the
several school districts, whose duty it shall be to
colleet the same, and sald clerks shall receive ten
gor centum of ali moneys collected from poll taxes.

he district clerks are hereby em red to bring suit
in the name of the district for the collection of the
same, if not paid within sixty days after said lists
have been received by the treasurer.

Provided, it shall be illegal for any person to
vote at any election who has not paid his podll tax
for the current year, and said payment must be made in
case of a general election one day previous to such
election day.ll

The balance in the county school fund on December 1,

1
lgggni;ggg n Laws Mexico, 1891
(Santa Fe, New lexgcd?£1§9l?, Pp. 16é§ !!! e
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1897, was $1,764.10 and the receipts for the year 1898 were
as follows: county school fund, $3,408.99; poll tax, fines,
etc., $1,304,64; total: $6,477.73. Expenditures for the
same year, 1898, were: teachers’ wages, $+,094.95; rent,
fuel, etec., $258.61; schoolhouses and grounds, $38.00; total:
$4,391.56. The balance at end of year was $2,086.17. This

gives one an idea of how school funds were accumulating
seven years after the law of 1891 went into effect.

III. CERTIFICATION OF TEACHERS

The employment of highly qualified teachers was an
impossibility, but attempts to have definite standards for
certifying teachers were constantly being made. The days
when anyone who could read and write could teach school

were gone.

County certificates. Any person desiring to teach
school wouéd present himself to the county examining board

composed of the county superintendent and other educators.
The applicant would be exsmined in the following fields:
reading, penmanship, orthography, English (Grammar and Com-
position), geography, physiology, and arithmetic. If the
applicant made an average of 90 per cent or better in the

examination, with no grade below 70 per cent, he would be

given a first-grade certificate, valid for three years
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anywhere in the territory. An ayolicant whe made an average
between 70 per eent and 90 per cent with no grede lower than
50 per eent would be grented o second-grade certificate.

If the examining board or the county superintendent
recormended that an epplicant be given a third-grade cer-
tifieate, this could be done even if the applicant mede low
scores on his examination, Sccond and thirde-grade gertifi.
cate’s were valid for one year and only in the county where
the applloant was examined, Due to the seereity of teachers,
county superintendents would sometimes grant teaching per-
mits to applicants whon they consldered qualified to teach
school,

‘ The examinations were given sometimes at the close of
8 summer Iinstitute in the county., Sumer ingtitutes are
described later in the study,

Other types of certificetes. A person could become
qualified to teach by completing specified courses in

specified schools, by graduation from full course at St,
Micheel's Gollege, by securing a Territorial Certificate,
or by meeting requirements specified by boards of education,

At the last session of the legisleture an act was
passed empowering the Territorial Board of Bducation to
issue Territoriel teachers' certificates to persons whom
it nay deenm qualified by reason of thelr moral charsecter,
academic seholarship, kmowledge of the theory and art
of teaching and gctual practice in teaching, The lowest
qualificetions entitling to such eertifisantes must equal
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the full professional cour«e in either of the Normal
8chools of New Mexico.l2

During the school year 1909-1910 there were thirty-
five teachers teaching in Lincoln County. Of these, two
had Territorial certificates, six had first-grade certifi-
cates, nine had second-grade certificates, ten had third-
grade certificates, and eight had permits. This reveals the
existing shortage of qualified teachers in the county. Boys
and girle in the more isolated districts waited their turn
until some other school would be closed and a teacher made
available for them.

Early in the twentieth century one of Lincoln Coun-
ty's own young men, Mr. W. E, Kimbrell of Picacho, taught
school under Superintendent Rudisille. Mr. Kimbrell is
Spanish-speaking but knew English sufficiently well to ob-
tain a teaching permit from the county examining board. He
taught one month in the lower Ruidosc district, near the
present Glencoe community, and from here he went to San
Patricio and taught there another month. At 8S8an Patricio.
he taught in a one-room school room which was built and
used exclusively for school purposes. The house still
stands; i1t is the first house west of the San Patriclo
church, It has been idle for many, many years. Mr. Kimbrell

12p4tteenth An of the of
Public Ins s , (S an a Fe, New Mexico, s Pe 13.
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taught two or three more terms in the "Rancho del Montano,"
now called Sunset,

IV. TEACHERS' INSTITUTES

The Territorial superintendent of instruction, the
county superintendent, the parents, and everyone concerned
wanted their teachers to be well qualified and wanted them
to do a good job. This desire to improve the teaching per-
sonnel brought about the legislative provision for holding
teachers' institutes in the different counties.

The county institutes were short periods of instrue-
tion conducted annually by each county for the advance-
ment of teachers in service, and for the preparation of
applicants for certification. The law of 1891 pre-
seribed that the Territorial Superintendent of Education
should visit each county at least once a year to hold
teachers' institutes of at least two days ®aration,

«_+ « These professional meetings were thoroughly rege
ulated by law in 1897; the law required the county su-
perintendent to hold a two week session under the guid-
ance of qualified conductors and instructors. . . ., At-
tendance became compulsory after 1901, . . . In 1909
the Territorial Board of Education waived the holding

of institutes in counties who had access to authorized
summer schools,l3

From the very start teachers' institutes becanme pop-
ular and they undoubtedly increased the efficiency of the
teaching corps and aroused public sentiment in aid of publie
education. Institutions of this sort had to be understood

13Brother Basil, New Mexico §g§ggl§§ Ei!lﬂl-!t%ﬂl!&ﬂﬂ!
and5§;gg§125§ (Albuque;quo, Rew Mexico: Alken Letter hop,
s PP. -94

9%

o
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and appreciated before they could be productive. They had

to be adopted as beneficial, not from compulsion but by a
desire to attend. These institutes were a great help in
bettering existing educational conditions since, as has al-
ready been stated, teachers were so very secarce.

Recognizing the educational benefits derived from at-
tending these institutes, many counties held it to be as
binding for the teacher to attend the institute, at least
once a year, as it was for a child to go to school daily
during the term.

Those conducting the institutes invited well-educated
people to give lectures on how the teacher should perform
his teaching duties so as to develop the child's thinking
processes.

The Linecoln County institute held in August, 1910
was conducted by Professor John Milne of Albuguerque
according to a schedule of Summer School and Inatituics
published in the June, 1910 issue of the New Mexico
Journal of Education.ld

Some of the weakmesses of the law in regard to in-
stitutes were: it imposed no penalty for non-attendance and
it required the teacher to pay a fee for defraying the ex~
penses of the institute. The latter many teachers could not

do. As the law read regarding the means of defraying the

New Mexico Journal of Education, 619, June 15, 1910.







65
expenses of the institute, the teacher was required to pay

a reasonable tuition fee not to exceed for any one session
the sum of five dollars. The fee varied at different times
that institutes were held.

At the elose of mach institute the county superin-
tendent was to transuit to the county treasurer all moneys
received by him together with the names of the persons
contributing said amount. The country tressurer was to
place all such moneys to the credit of the institute fund,
According to the jilxteenth Annual Report of the Superinten-

dent of FPublic Ipstruction, December, 1906, the Institute
Fund of Lincoln County was 3103.60.15

Teachers' institutes remained guite popular during
the first two decades of the twentieth century., ®ith the
establishment of summer scheools at the higher institutions
of learning where teachers could attend and obtain the nece

essary instruction, the county institutes gradually became

extinet,
V. OSECONDARY EDUCATION

High schools were unknown in Lincoln County prief to

the fall term of 1909, when the Carrizozo school began in-
struction in high school courses: "Carrizozo has over 200

15
Eublic Iﬁiiggggigg.égg%g% ?%ﬁﬁ%f §§’Sg§' exico, ;95. 22,
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pupils enrolled in school and Belen has more than 500. Both

of these towns are inaugurating high school eouruea.“16> One
teacher was employed to do high school work.

As early as 1898 parents felt the need for a higher
level of education for their children than was being offered
in the schools that existed. Private tutors were employed
to give this additional instruction. Such was the case of
Mrs., Sydney Coe Bonnell, whose parents employed a private
tutor in 1898 to give her instruction.

VI. SUMMARY

The Lincoln County school system had gradually im-
proved since the passage of the law of 1891. A few school
houses were being built, more teachers were being employed,
better qualified teachers were at work, better salaries were
being paid, and the school population was growing and the
attendance increasing. By 1911 there were forty-two teach-
ers employed in the county, fifteen men and t'nntjbsavcn
women. The average salary for men was $54.00 a month and
for women $50.00 a month. The average term was over five
months. Thirteen teachers held first-grade certificates,
nineteen held second-grade certificates, eight held third-
grade certificates, and only two were teaching with permits.

16§ew Mexico Journal of Education, 6:21, October 15,

1909.
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The county institutes had been largely responsible

for the improvement of teaching methods and for the prepara-
tion of additional teachers.

Mr. Amado Chaves had guided the schools of the state
efficiently during his terms of office; the Territorial
Board of Education had done its best to improve the early
schools of the seventies and eighties; the county superin-
tendents had likewise shared in the big job of improvement
of existing conditions.

The general public had accepted new ideas and in
accepting them, it had taken on new responsibilities, mainly

the support of schools by taxation.







CHAPTER V

THE EDUCATIONAL SYSTEM FROM 1912 TO 1948

"pPromptly on January 6, 1912, as soon as the of-
fieial count of the votes reached Washington, President Taft
proclaimed New Mexico the forty-seventh Etate of the Union."1
After the inauguration ceremonies at Santa Fe on January 15,
the Territory of New Mexico became something of the past.

The educational tradition inherited by the State of
Hew Mexico from the territory had a solid foundation for
further development. A great era of educational progress
got under way, using all the previous accomplishments as
starting points for further expansion in all phases of educa-
tion. Just as conditions were improved after the passage of
the Law of 1891, the new State accepted and improved the
schools that existed when the territory became a commcnwealth.
The thirty-six years from 1912 to 1948 brought about educa-
tional advancements undreamed of in the days of Jose Cordova

and his associates.
I. GOVERNOR W, C., McDONALD

The first governor of the State of New Mexico was

lyohn H. Vaughan, The History and ol
!95%&9 (State College, New Mexico: John H. Vaughan, 1923),
p' L]
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William C. McDonald of Carrizozo in Linecoln County. He was

a friend of the cattlemen of the region and he was an ardent
worker for the advancement of education. Many of the resi-
dents of the county were eager to see what Mr. McDonald
would do for the schools of the State of New Mexico and

more especially the schools of Lincoln County. In reply

to an invitation to attend the meeting of the Educational
Assoclation soon after his election, Mr.McPonald wrote,

in part, "You may safely depend upon me to use my best ef-

forte to advance the cause of education in our new stato,'a
1I. LENGTHENING THE SCHOOL TERM

"The State constitution, effective January 6, 1912,
raised the minimum requirement to five months."3 One must
remember that prior to.l912 there were many Lincoln County
settlements which d1d not have any school at all during
some years., At other placitas they had terms one or two
months in length, three months being considered a good
school term. According to the statistics of the New Mex~

.L__ Educational Directory for the school year 1913-14, ILin-
coln County had twenty-eight school districts, three of

?ﬂg! Mexico Journal of Education, 8:%, December, 1911.

3Vaughan, 2p. cit., p. 225,
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which had no school terms. The writer has placed the
twenty-eight districts, length of term in each, and the num-
ber of teachers, in Table II to show the progress made thus
far in education.

A few years later the school term was lengthened to a
minimum of seven months. Some of the districts were able to
hold nine-month terms, but every district did its best to
meet the minimum requirement. By the beginning of the third
decade of the twentieth century most schools in the county
had a nine-month school term. The length of the regular

term has remained the same for over twenty-five years.
I1I. PROGRESS IN CERTIFICATION

During the school year 1913-14 there were forty-nine
teachers employed in the county. Of these four had profes-
sional certificates, twenty-nine had first-grade certificates,
twelve had second-grade certificates, three had third-grade
certificates, and one had a permit.

Some of the highlights in the gradual progress of
teachers' qualifications are summed up by former State Super-
intendent H. R. Rodgers:

+» « o The first bulletin on certification regulations

was issued on April 30, 1912, and provided for three
grades of certificates on examination—-firltéiseeond and

third. In addition, professionals on credéntials and
emergency certifica%e

s and permits were issued.







TABLIE 11

SCHOOL DISTRICTS, LENGTH OF TERM,
AND NUMBER OF TEACHERS

1913-191%

School distriet No. Length of term Number of teachers
e —————

Lincoln 1 6 months L

San Patriecio 2 5 months 1

Ruidoso a 6 months 1

Pieacho 8 months 1

Glencoe 5 ——— no teacher

Richardson 6 6 months 2

Carrizozo g 9 months 6*

White Osks 9 months 1

Mesa 9 6 months 1

San Patricio 10 5 months 1

Nogal 11 ¢ months 1

Angus 12 9 months 2%

Corona 1 9 months E?

Reventon 1 9 months 1

Alteo 15 5 months 1

Bonito (Parsons) 16 5 months 1

Arabela 1 € months 1

Torrez Ranch 1 e no teacher

Oscuro 19 months 2

Junction (Hondo) 20 months 1

Ancho 21 9 months 2

Meek 22 6 months 1

Alto 2 5 months 1

Capitan 2 9 months iy

Analla (Tinnie) 33 6 months 3

Ruidoso 5 6 months 1

Hale Ranch 2 -— no teacher

Jicarilla 43 6 months 1

6nemteachor for gradis 1 and 25 one té;chorwror grades 3'and

4; one teacher for grades 5 to

8; one teacher for grades 7,

8, and 9; one teacher for Spanish-speaking pupils.
one teacher taught six months and another teacher nine.
*one teacher taught five months, two teacher nine ménths.

*"*rive teachers taught five months, four teachers nine
months.
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In 1923 some changes in requirements were made, but
in 1931 radieal changes were made showing definite ad-
vancement in qualifications for teachers. The elimina-
tion of teacher's certificates on examination in 1931
marked a real epoch in state certification which made
possible the standards of our present certificate re-
quirements, adopted by the State Bo of Education in
1935 and supplemented in 1937. . . .

Gradually teachers' qualifications have been advanced.

One cannot raise standards over night, but must do it grad-
ually. Many persons would hold that it is much better to
have a poorly qualified teacher, as was the case of our early
schools, than no teacher at all. %hen too, in spite of ac-
cepted standards, there are times of emergency when one has
to resort to the best that is available at the time.

The third-grade certificate, with its exceedingly low
requirements, was eliminated in 1924, This was a great step
toward bettering conditions, especially in the rural schools.

Under the former regulations a high school graduate
was eligible for a first-grade certificate, but at the same
time that the third-grade certificate was abolished a high
school graduate became eligible for a second-grade credential.
To be entitled to a first-grade certificate one had to be a
high school graduate and have nine months of successful

teaching experience, together with twenty-four term hours of

Y5. R. Rodgers, "Progress in Certification," New Mex-
ice School Review, 17317, January, 1938.
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normal or college work. These changes in requirements for
certificates constituted an added step toward better qual-

ified teachers everywhere.

On account of the scarcity of qualified teachers dur-
ing VWorld War II and the years following, boards of education
have had to employ sub-standard teachers who were able to ob-
tain only emergency certificates or permits. 1In spite of
this practice, standards for certification have gradually
been raised. According to present regulations all teaching
certificates are issued by the State Board of Education. The
1929 legislature gave the State Board this authority.

A minimum of two years of college work has been set up
as the requirement for teachers in elementary schools and a
bachelor's degree is required for teachers in the high schools.
Superintendents and principals of school systems in which &
four-year high school employing more than four teachers is
maintained are required to hold administrative certificates.
The State Board of Education also issues special certificates
for high school teachers of the vocational subjects. Emer-
geney certificates and permits are being eliminated ss fast
as possible.

It may be noted in the tables immediately following
that teachers, principals, and superintendents in Lincoln

County, and this 1is typical of the state, are better prepared







TABLE III

LINCOLN COUNTY TEACHERS: SALARIES AND PREPARATION

1937-1938

School system No. of

Av. salary* MA BA 3yr. 2yr. Less

teachers
—— — —
Rural Schools 41 $ 926 SR CING 1% 22
Mun. Schools 37 1097 1 28 2 3 3
Totals 78 o1 L% e e
19%7.1948
Rural Schools 17 $2333 S
Mun. Schools 54 2666 7 38 6 3 0
Totals 71 $2499"" 7 ¥5 10 8 1
o= —— ——M

*To nearest whole dollar.

**This is an average, not a total.







TABLE IV

LINCOLN COUNTY PRINCIPALS: SALARIES AND PREPARATION

1937-1938

School system No. of Av. Salary® MA Ba

3yr. 2yr. Less

principals

Rural Schools 1 $1,065 0 2

Mun, Schools L 1,208 0 1 0
Totals 15 $1,136** o 3 6 2

3 1947-1948

Rural Schools 5 ;2,397 0 1 3

Hun. Schools 7 3,215 0 0 0
Totals 12 $2,806 3 1 3 0

*To nearest whole dollsr.

**This is an average, not a total.







TABLE V

LINCOLN COUNTY SUPERINTENDENTS: SALARIES AND PREPARATION
1937-1938

School system No. of Av. salary‘ MA BA 3yr. 2 yr. Less

supts.
pero e o e
Rural Schools 1 $2,000 (no data on training)
Mun. Schools b 3,90 2 @- "8 0 0
Totals 5 $1,957 2 3 ‘¢ @ 0
| 1947-1948
\
Rural Schools 1 $3,050 . 9 0
Mun. Schools 5 4,540 L Ao | 0 0 0
Totals 6 9,759 % ¢ 89 1

*To nearest whole dollar.

**This is an average, not a total.
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to do a good teaching job now than they were in 1937-38.

Of the eighty-nine teachers, including prineipals and super-
intendents, employed in the county in 1947-48, only two have
less than the minimum requirement of two years of college
training. Fourteen hold master's degrees and fifty-one hold
bachelor's degrees. This information gives one an encourag-
ing picture of the progress that has been made in raising

the standards for teacher certification.
IV. SECONDARY SCHOOLS

Carrizozo. As was stated in the latter part of Chap-
ter IV, Carrizozo was the first town in Lincoln County to
offer instruction in high school work. According to school
news published in the September issue of the New Mexico Jour-
nal of Education, 1909, Carrizozo probably offered its first
high sehool instruction in the fall of 1909. "Carrizozo has
over 200 pupils enrolled in school and Belen has more than
500. Both of these towns are insugurating high school
courses."?

H. C. Hall, former superintendent of the Carrizozec
schools, told how the Carrizozo school system was founded:

The Carrizoze school system was founded in 1907 soon

after the Southern Pacific Railway moved its division

point from Alamogordo to Carrizozo. William C. McDon-
ald, the first state governor of New Mexico, whose home

3393 Mexico Journal of Education, 6:21, September 15,

1909.







is near Carrizozo, donated the first school building.
This structure had only one room., One teacher was
considered sufficient to instruect the pupils. School
was held in this building until 1909 when bonds were
voted, and the beginnings of our present building were
made. The land for the building site and playgrounds
was given by Governor McDonald.

According to Mrs. Anna Roberts of Carrizozo the first
graduate of the Carrizozo High School was Mildred Peters, who
graduated in the spring of 1914, She was listed as one of
the teachers of the Carrizozo schools in the year 1915-1916.

In 1910 bonds were issued in the amount of $6,000 in
addition to a previous issue of $10,000 in 1906, Table VI
shows the 1948 bonded indebtedness of the Carrizozo school
distriect.

By 1923-24 the Carrizozo High School had an average
daily attendance of 64 and fifteen teachers were employed in
the elementary and high schools that same year. By 1931-32
the average daily attendance was eighty-eight and in 1947-h48
it was eighty-nine.

The Carrizozo High School is a six-year high school
accredited by the North Central Association of Colleges and
Secondary Schools. In the fall of 1948, the high school had
eight teachers in addition to Mr. L. Z. Manire, superintendent,
and Mr. Omer Spurlock, principal.

64, c. Hall, "Sehool System of Carrizozo,” New Mexico
Sehool Review, 15:23

, February, 1936.







TABLE VI

BONDED INDEBTEDNESS
AS OF 1948

School system

Date of issue Original amount Outstanding

Capitean U H § 1935 $41, 500 $16,500
Capitan Elem. 1946 40,000 36,000
Carrizozo Mun. 1940 25,000 17,500
Corena Mun, 1919 10,000 2,500
Corona Mun, 1946 40,000 36,000
Hondo U H 8 1947 49,400 46,900
Stetson Elem. 1938 54500 1,000
Ruidoso Mun., 1947 48,500 46,000
Ruidoso Mun. 1948 34,300 34,300

Totals $294%,200 $236,700
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County High School. As stated by John H. Vaughan,
it was in 1912 when- the counties were given a right by the

legislature to establish county high schools:

The first State legislature (1912) passed a general
county high school law under which, as amended in 1913,
any county might by special election establish one or
more county high schools supported by a general county
tax and free to all children of high-school grade in
the county.

The first county high schocl in Lincoln County was
opened in Capitan in 1912 according to Karl A. Cunningham,
a former school superintendent of the Capitan schools:

Our school held its first session in 1912 as the
Lincoln County High School in the elementary school
building of District No. 28 of Lincoln County with 12
pupils . . « In 1932 seven districts united to form a
union high school district. In August, 1933 plan were
made to erect a new higg school building under the P.

W. A, provisions., . .
The average dally attendance of the Lincoln County
High School was thirty by 192425 and the number of teachers
employed was five, By 1931-32 the average daily attendance
had reached seventy-five.
Between 1941 and 1947 the Capitan Union High School
provided a high school education to many students transported
there by bus from Ruidoso. In 1941 the average daily atten-

dance was 141 and twelve tzechers were employed in the high

7Vau¢han, op. cit., p. 225.

8kar1 A. Cunningham, “"Capitan Union High School,"
New Mexico School Review, 15:23-24, February, 1936.
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school. The average daily attendance for 19%7-48 was seven-
ty, the decrease due to the loss of the Ruidoso students.

The 1947-48 valuation of the Capitan Union High
School (buildings and grounds) is $155,500, which is the
highest in the county. Table VII shows the value of school
property and equipment for the different systems in the
county for the years 1937-38 and 1947-48.

The Capitan Union High School is a six-year high
school accredited by the North Central Association of Col-
leges and Secondary Schools. Mr. L. W. Clark, superinten-
dent, and Mr. R. M. Jones, principal, had seven high school
teachers on their faculty when the school opened in the fall
of 1948,

Corona Municipal School. Corona is an inter-county
consolidated four-year high school accredited by the State

Board of Education, serving students from Lincoln and Tor-
rance counties. In 1921, the Corona school was offering two
years of high school work:

The new gymnasium at Corona is completed and equip-
ment 1s being installed., Corona is ah inter-county
consolidated school, offering two years of high school
work, and is planning on three years of high school
work next year. One-hundred three children are transe-
ported by four auto trucks.?

New Mexico School Review, 1:18, November, 1921.







TABLE VII

VALUE OF SCHOOL PROPERTY AND EQUIPMENT

1937-1938

School system Buildings and grounds Equipment
Elementary Secondary [Elementary Secondary

Rural Schools § 61,200 w-- $11,000 R
Capitan UHS - ’ 50,500 - ' 9,500
Carrizozo Mun. 13,500 55,500 1,950 9,450
Corona Mun, ——— 32,500 1,680 7,250
Hondo Mun. 1,800 18,500 500 1,930

Totals $ 76,500 $157,000 $15,130 $28,130

1947-1948
— -~

Rural Schools § 82,100 «-- $38,630 R
Capitan U H 8 18,300 $155,500 3,650 $13,400
Carrizozo Mun. 40, 500 57,000 2,500 9,200
Corona Mun. 64,000 68,000 4,500 17,000
Hondo U H 8 —— 10,500 e 3,400
Ruidoso Mun. 22,000 52,000 3,700 7,100

Totals $226,900  $343,000 $52,980 $50,100
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The average daily attendance in the high school at Corona

for 1923-24 was twenty-three and two teachers were employed.
The average daily attendance by 1931-32 was sixty-three and
had increased to eighty-three by 1947-48,

Besides the present bonded indebtedness as shown in
Table VI, Corona had a $5,000 issue in 1909 and a $10,000
issue in 1919.

Mr. L. Parker is the superintendent of the Corona
Munieipal School. He had thirteen teachers employed in
the system (Grades 1 through 12) when school opened in the
fall of 1948,

Lincoln High School. “The town of Lincoln offers two
years of high school with an enrollment of eighteen wide

awake girls and boys. They maintain a fine glee club and
basketball team."'C This was in the year 1921. The average
dally attendance for the 1925-26 school term was twenty and
five teachers were employed for all the grades (elementary
and high school).' Lincoln was a three-year aceredited high
school since the fall of 1922 until the close of the 1930-31

school term. The average dally attendance for the year 1930-
31 was nine and after that year the high school students at-
tending the three-year high school at Lincoln were transported
to the high school at Capitan.

1010¢. cit.
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Hondo High School. At the budget hearing in the
spring of 1923 J, W. Wilferth, principal of the Hondo School,

asked for additional money to employ one high school teacher
for the school year 1923-24%, This was granted and one year

of high school work was offered that fall, Four teachers were
employed for all the grades, one through nine.

The average daily attendance for the 1924-25 term was
eleven, For the term 1925-26 it was twenty, and the high
school became a two-year accredited high school. The Hondo
High School became a four-year state accredited high school in
1930-31, when the average daily attendance was fifty-two and
seven teachers were employed for all the grades, one through
twelve.

A1l the grades were taught in four classrooms and
there was a definite need for more rooms and a gymnasium:

Several years ago the Hondo School Board, together with
the Lincoln County Board of Education, began to tax the
Hondo School District to its limit in order that they
might raise money for a new building. By this method
$1,000 was raised for a2 building fund. The F.E.R.A. {ro-
posed to furnish the labor and some money for material,

govid%ngitgo Hondo School would furnish the remainder of
@ maverial.

The Hondo School Board continued to tax the Hondo Dis-
trict to its limit, but that was not enough. Such & chance
to obtain a much needed building could not be passed up,
so we attempted to rsise money from private donations,
school programs, and dances.

The Hondo School District now has i{roo school build-
ings and practically no indebtedness.

11, M. " a t School," .
ico §chg_qi 59.112?%?53 g e ‘pma hoal,” o -

, February, 193
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Until 1935 the Hondo High School had been under the

county system, but in that year it was made an independent
distriet. The high school average daily attendance during
the school year 1936-37 was eighty-seven, and ten teachers
were employed in the system in grades one through twelve.

The Hondo High School was serving the students of
the entire valley from Ruidoso to Riverside on a tuition
basis. The students of the Hondo District did not pay tui-
tion. Attempts to consolidate the districts failed as the
voters voted against such a move. Conditions became some-
what bad. Inereased enrocllment brought about crowded class-
rooms and sufficient money was not available to provide ad-
ditional rooms or additional equipment., Consequently, the
Ruidoso and Stetson districts became dissatisfied and in the
fall of 1941, the high school students from those districts
were transported to the Capitan Union High School as a re-
sult of signed petitions from the parents. For two or three
years following this move the Hondo High School fought des-
perately trying to uphold the required attendance of forty
for a four-year high school.

In 1947 four distriects, San Patricio, Hondo, Tinnie,

and Picacho, voted almost unanimously for the formation of a

union high school district. Thus the trying days were over
for the Hondo High School. In the fall of 1948, with Mr,
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F. 8. Montes as superintendent and Mr. Vernon Allen as
principal, eighty-two students moved into a new high school
building. For the fall of 1949 plans have been approved for
a six-year high school in Hondo. The average daily atten-
dance for the 1947-48 school year wes fifty-seven, with four
teachers employed in the high school.

Picacho School. During the school year 1925-26 the
Picacho School allowed one year of high school work,but was
not on the accredited list of high schools. The average daily
attendance for that one year of high school work was seven;
thus the one-year high school course was dropped the follow-

ing year,

Buidoso High School. In the fall of the 1947-48
school term, the Stetson and Ruidoso high school students at-

tended for the first time their own high school in Ruidoso.
It was a $50,000 building, the solution to many years of long
bus rides for the students who had attended first the Hondo
High School and then the Capitan Union High School.

In 1948, $34,300 in bonds were issued for additional
buildings on the high school site. The average daily atten-
dance for the 1947-48 school year was sixty-two. During this
same year, 1947-48, there were 294 elementary students in
average dally attendance in the Ruidoso municipal district.
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In the fall of 1948 the organization of the four-year

high school was changed to include Grades 7 and 8, The six-
year Ruidoso High School opened in August with Mr. Thomas
Crume as superintendent and Mr. Paul Vance as principal.
Eight teachers assisted the administrators during the second
year's existence of the school.

In summing up the development of secondary schools in
Lineoln County, it is not difficult to note that one of the
most striking advances made in education was the aroused pub-
lic interest in favor of the establishment of standard high

schools.
V. ELEMENTARY SCHOOLS

From the days of the isolated one-room schools of the
nineteenth century, the Lincoln County elementary schools have
shown a marked advancement in enrollment, average dally atten-
dance, length of school term, qualifications of teachers, and
the erection of better schoel buildings.

The value of elementary school buildings and grounds in
1937-38 was $76,500 and in ten years it rose to $226,900.

There were 1,846 pupils enrolled in the elementary schools of
Lincoln County in 1947-48, as compared to 175 in 1893, 852 in
1901, and 1,625 in 1910.

In November, 1948, Mrs. Elva Wilson, one of the out-
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standing Lincoln County teachers, was elected county super-

intendent of schools. At the opening of the 1948 fall ses-
sion the Lincoln County rural schools were as follows: Ancho,
one teacher; Arabela, one teacher; Bluewater, one teacher;
Bogle, one teacher; Encinoso, one teacher; Fort Stanton, one
teacher; Hondo, four teachers; Lincoln, three teachers; Nogal,
one teacher; Picacho, two teachers; S8an Patriecio, four teach-
ers; and Tinnie, one teacher. The total number of teachers

in the Lincoln County rural schools was twenty-one as of 1948,
VIi. CONSOLIDATIONS

The consolidation of schools had been going on for
years in the county as in other parts of the state, but the
term "consolidation" was not used. When a school was closed
and the students went to another school, this was in effect
a type of consolidation. The first real consolidation, how-
ever, was that of the Lincoln Consolidated Schools brought
about in 1919. This ereated one of the finest schools in the
county at that time, resulting in a school of 150 students and
four teachers. Sixty-five of the 150 students were trans-
ported by motor vehicle to the consolidated school. A bond
issue in the amount of $6,000 issued on August 1, 1919, was

for the erection of a new four-room building in Lincoln.

The March, 1920, edition of the New Mexico Journal of
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Education mentions a National Consolidated Conference of
Schools called by Mr. McBrien of the Department of Interior
which met in Cedar Falls, Iowa. The key note of the meeting
was consolidation of schools. The need for good roads was
stressed as a prerequisite to consolidation. Where consoli-
dations had been effected, motor trucks were used to trans-
port the children:

Hotor trucks are often driven by the teacher which
adds to her meager salary and insures proper conduct of
children to and from school. Sometimes these trucks are
g:::;grbzﬁzzgpgg;::%:og?{g who are glad to earn money to

Another large consolidation which took place early in
the twenties was that at San Patricio. "San Patricio in Lin-
coln County is to have a consolidated school, the site having
been selected at a recent community meeting."l3 As & result
of this consolidation, San Patricio still has one of the
large schools in the county.

Many more consolidations might seem desirable to one
who does not know Lincoln County. In many instances, however,
great distances make further consolidation unfeasible and well-
nigh impossible. This iz especially true in the northern and
western parts of the county.

When Louise H. Coe was county superintendent (1923-25),

she was highly in favor of improved schools. She worked

1%ew Mexico Journal of Education, 16:16, March, 1920.

13New Mexico Journal of Education, 16:2%, January, 1920.
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continuously for better buildings and better teachers., In

an article published in the February 24, 1924, issue of the

New Mexieco School Review, she spoke strongly for conseclida-

tion:

« « « There is only one way--absolutely only one--by
which the rural school cen afford the educational
advantages which it iBould supply, and that is by
consclidation. . . .

The Division of Informastion and Statistics of the

State Department of Education in a statistical report on the
Status of Consolidation in New Mexico gives this information:
Lincoln County has thirty-four county schools, twenty-one one-
room schools, three consolidated schools, twenty-five impos-
sible to consolidate.ls The report does not say why it is im-
possible to consolidate these twenty-five schools, but it is
probably due to poor roads and long distances.

All the high schools in the county ere the result of
consolidations of one kind or another. Another early cone
solidation-of elsmentary schools which closed several one-
room schools scattered over a distance of some twelve or
fifteen miles was the Stetson consolidation. The Stetsen

Consolidated School opened in the fall of 1932 and at the

thouise H. Coe, "Advantages of Consolidation,"” New
Mexico School Review, 3:10, February, 192,

lsGoorge I. Sanchez, "Status of Consolidation in New
Mexico," New Mexico School Review, 11:25, November, 1931.
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end of the school term it had an average daily attendance

of eighty. The lower Ruidoso School, the Brown's Ranch
gchool, the Sanchez School, the filva School, and the Glencoe
School all ceased to exist after the Stetson consolidation.
Bond issues in 1932 and in 1939 made possible the erection of
a fine elementary school in the Stetson district.

Another type of consolidation is that in which the
seventh and eighth-grade students from adjoining districts are
brought into the same system with the high school students,
thereby forming a six-year high school, from grades seven
through twelve. This type of organization is especially satis-
factory in smaller communities where it is not advisable to
have a separate junior high school. There are many advan-
tages to the six-six plan, and Dr, J. W. Diefendorf has very
adequately summed up the advantages of the six-year high
school in his article published in the April, 1939, issue of

Ihe New Mexlco Sckool Review:

+ + « Perhaps the greatest advantage that the six-
year high school offers the small community is that of
larger enrollment in one unit. The mere fact of larger
enrollment possesses significance for school administra-
tion in several ways. In the first place, larger en-
rollment means lower per-pupil cost.

A difficulty commonly experienced by administrator
of small school systems is that of providing an ade-
quate pupil activity program for the relatively small
number of pupils enrolled. The addition of grades
seven and eight to the usual four-year program materially
increases the enrollment in the new unit and makes
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provision of a wider program much easier. . . .16
Dr. Diefendorf mentions other advantages to be gained
by combining the seventh and eighth grades with the four high
school grades.
In Lincoln County, which is a county of small communi-
ties, the six-year high school is very popular, and the
schools that have followed this plan for some years find that

the advantages are many.
VII. TRANSPORTATION OF PUPILS

As a result of consolidations the problem of trans-
porting the students from the districts involved into the dis-
trict where the consolidated school is located has become more
pressing. In the earliest consolidations, such as that of the
Lincoln area, pupils were first transported in open wagons.
According to information obtained from Ismael Salas of Lincoln,
Ezequiel Vigil of lincoln was the driver of an open wagon which
transported students to the Lincoln School from adjoining set-
tlements during the school year 1917-18. From the same source
it was learned that Enrique Maes was the first driver of the
Model T motor wvehicle which transported students after the 1919

167, W. Diefendorf, "The Six-Year High School in New
Mexico," New Mexico School Review, 18: 5y April, 1939.
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consolidation.

Some of the early school busses were privately owned

and some were rented from the State Highway Department:

Many school districts have taken advantage of the
offer of the State Highway Department to furnish truckse
for the transportation of pupils. These trucks may
be secured at a small rental cost with the provision
that they be used wherever possible in work on the
local roadi and that they be kept safely and {n good
condition,17

Accordihg to a budget report of the Lincoln School,
auto trucks or wagons were used for fransportltion in .

192425 at a cost of $900. Fifty-seven pupils were trans-
ported,18

An organized transportetion system was initiated by

the Legislature in 1937:

The regular Bession of the Legislature of 1937, ap-
proved House Bill No. 155, whieh ereated a department
of transportation under the direct supervision of the
State Board of Education. The purpose of this depart-
ment, working in conjunction with the BEducational
Budget Auditor, is 1nvcst1gat1ng, supervising and con-
trolling the transportation of pupils throughout the
state in the interests of economy efficiency and
safety. The Director of rranapor‘ation,wal appointed
by the State Board of Education with instructions to
establish standards 1n transportation; establish and
reorganize bus routes where neconsary} set up require-
ments for drivers and Specifications for school busses,

Transportation has been increasing so rapidly in
this state in the last few years that it has now bhecome
a major problem in education; however the inereased
cost in transportation has been more than offset by
better educational advantages that have been afforded

17New Mexico Journal of Education, 16:11, July, 1920.

lsggdget for 1925-26.
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through larger consolidation units. Today practically
every boy and girl in the state is given not only the
advantages of a good grade_school education, but high
school advantages as well,

The results of a survey which was made during the
school term of 1937-38 regarding transportation routes and
the types and condition of busses in use showed that Lincoln
County was using forty-five busses, thirty-one of which were
steel, five composite, eight cars, and fourteen home-made
bodies. All forty-five busses were privately owned. The
number of pupils transported was 898. The actual cost of
transportation that year was $40,267.47.

During the school year 1947-48, the number of pupils
transported was 1,046 at a cost of $46,451.89. The number
of school busses in operation was twenty-nine, all being
good modern busses.

VIII. TEACHERS' SALARIES

Due to the constant desire on fho part of superinten-
dents and school boards to pay teachers what they rightfully
deserve for their services, Lincoln County teachers now re-
ceive an average of $2499 a year as compared with an average
of $1011 for the 1937-38 school year. The long road travelled

is even more evident when one recalls that the average salary

195% the State of - Instrue-
tion, 1936-1930, Saﬁ%; Fe, New Mexico, Yy Pe 39.
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in 1911 was $52 a month.

Rural schools in Lincoln County pay teachers less than
do the munieipal schools, but this is due to the fact that
rural teachers usually have less college preparation than do
the muniecipal teachers. The average salary for rural school
teachers in 1947-48 was $2333 as compared with $2666 for the
municipal school teachers., There is, however, a considerable
difference in the preparation of the two groups. During the
1947-48 school term, thers were seventeen rural teachers,
seven held bachelor's degrees, four had three years of col-
lege preparation, five had two years, and one had less than
two years., Of the fifty-four teachers in nnnigipal schools,
seven held master's degrees, thirty-eight held bachelor's de-
grees, six had three years training and three had two years
training. All teachers in the county are paild according to
teaching experience and preparation, and regardless of the
school where he teaches, he 13 paid according to an adopted
county salary schedule,

IX. SUMMARY

Since that memorable day when the Territory of New
Mexico became a State on January 6, 1912, the schools of
Lincoln County followed the forward trend of education pre-

valent in most of the New Mexico schools. The progress has
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in the main been steady, halted momentarily at times by the

exigencies of current conditions, such as World War I, the
depression, World War II, and other less significant oc-
currences.,

Some of the most noteworthy advances were made in the
standardizing of instruction, the lengthening of the school
term, the increased standards for teacher certification, and
the inecreasing conseciousness on the part of the public of the
value of better schools., The establishment and continued de-
velopment of secondary schools in the county has been due to
the cooperative effort of the general public in accepting .bond
issues necessary for additional buildings and equipment.,

In a period of thirty-six years many educational ace
complishments have become a reality, thus paving the way for
a continued program of progress adapted to the needs of to-
morrow's youth. The larger central school with adequate
buildings and equipment, with wellequalified teachers, and with
the proper facilities for transporting the children is grade-
ually replacing the one-room schools of isolated communities.

One of the most significant developments during the
past few years has been the inecreased emphasis on higher sal-
aries for teachers. Uniform salary schedules have been adopt-~

ed with very gratifying results. Young men and women are

again entering the teaching profession, thereby assuring
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educators that the schools of tomorrow will be adequately

supplied with efficient teaching personnel.

Ex-governor 0. A. Larrazole, in his inaugural ad-
dress of 1919, saild, in part: "“Public education must be not
only encouraged but compelled, if we would have this magnif-
icent Government of ours to survive."20 If this was true
in 1919 following the first World War, it is just as true

now during these post-war years of World War II.

*ONew Mexico Journal of Edueation, 15:1, Jamuary,

1919.
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SUHBARY ANO RECOMMEMDATIONS

Having adhered to their soattered attempts to pro-
vide schools for their ehildren, the eerly plonsers of
Iineeln Cownty made possible the esteblishment of the
| twelve comty rural sehools and the five wmioipal sehools
| which ere now in extetmice, The contributloms of the serly
{ plonsers were of paresount lmportance in bringing about the
boginnings of the free public schools after the passage of
the Lew of 1091, Gradunlly the need was felt for the ese
tablighuent of teschera'® Lngtitutes, nowmal sehools, end
the present stenderds of cortification, The Wm »
mmamwmnaammmurmmmumm
catlen; they worked wnder discouraging conditions with no
Liwediate intentives for Liproverent, of ther flnenoctal,
physical, or cultwral, Tholr serviscs were rendered without

important professions--the tesshing prefession, _

The faot that thelr resowrcas were limited ald net :
totally dlssourage the fnhabitants of %w various plssites :
in thetr atbempbs %o establish sshools, Today, in sshool
training, the aim 18 to socurc thoso courses which ave ‘ }
prostical and intenslve and which will lead to remmerative i
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employment. Better paying jobs were seldom the reward for
attending the schools that existed,for it was the stockman
and the business man who possessed most of the wealth of
the county. Their children were not the children who most
urgently needed adequate educational opportunities, for they
could afford to send their children to good schools else-
where or to hire a private tutor. This type of schooling,
however, was not what the majority of the immigrants wanted
once they came to Lincoln County and decided to stay.

This new outlook on 1life of the immigrant of the
eighties and thereafter brought about the erection of the
first school houses. They did not hesitate to donate money
and labor meeded for the construction of these early schools.
A step had been taken away from the borrowed room in a
private home and in the direction of the public school
building. Some communities, however, which were inhabited
by native New Mexicans remained gravely in need of improve-
ment of their educational program. Continued emphasis was
placed on the need for better schools and better teachers.
The gquality of instruction, the school plant, and the
educational traditions needed much improvement. The popu-
lation was increasing enormously; illiteracy was high.

On February 12, 1891, a new school law was passed
making schools not only public but free and supported at
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public expense. It was the real beginning of free publiec

education in New Mexico. All previous attempts to es-
tablish tax-supported schools in the Territory had failed.
With Amado Chaves as the first Superintendent of Public
Instruction, the inhabitants of Lincoln Céunty began in
earnest to improve the practices which had beeniin use
since the opening of the first schools in Lincoln, Las
Tablas, and White Oaks. They were confronted with many
problems, but gradually, step by step, conditions became
less deplorable. By 1912, when New Mexico became the
forty-seventh State, conditions were much improved.

All educators recognized the tremendous responsi-
bilitles which were added to the different counties, dis-
tricts,and communities. The particular and in faect the
most important responsibility was that of continning to
decrease illiteracy and to speed up the tempo of accomplish-
ments. Immediately the school term was lengthened to a
minimum of five months, and by the school year 1913-191%

several Lincoln County schools had nine-months terms and

no scheol had less than the minimum requirement of five

months. By the early twenties every school in the county

was having nine months of schdol out of every calendar year.
Third-grade certificates and permits were abolished; |

teachers' salaries were raised; districts were bonded for

the erection of more and better buildings; noteworthy con-
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solidations were effected. Every move made was for the
betterment of existing conditions. High schools were es-
tablished and steel busses replaced the wagons and trucks
that had been in use.

Esteban Collazo, Jose céidova, L. R. Rudisille,
Elizabeth Gumm, Louise Coe, 0Ola Jones, and many others
contributed greatly to the development of the Lincoln
“ounty school system which, though adequate, is still im-
proving and expanding.

II. RECOMMENDATIONS

As may be noted from the data in Table V, the county
superintendent of schools during the 194%7-48 school year
had less than two years of college preparation, whereas
the minimum for municipal superintendents was a bachelor's

degree. As a result of this difference in preparation, the

salaries for munieipal superintendents are higher than the
salary of the county superintendent of schools.

One of the most urgent steps in the improvement of
instruction is that of raising the requirements of those
who seek the position of county superintendent of schoels.
A bachelor's degree should be set as the minimum require-

ment, with a master’s degree recommended. Besides this

minimum requirement in collegiate preparation, certainly
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the county superintendent of schools should have had teach-
ing experience which would seem indispensable in the type
of work that the county superintendent is required to per-
form. ©&he is in constant contact with her teachers and the
county rural schools and can be of increasing value if she
is qualified to ald and direct, The situation as it stands
now is lacking in all professional requirements and the
rural schools may, as a result, be retarded in progress.

Once the standards are raised, the next step would
be that of tenure. A worker in the field of education who
stays on the Job two years and is then replaced by another
has not had an opportunity to acquaint himself with the
needs of the schools, the possible means of improvement,
or any type of long-range programs of experimentation. No
very elaborate procedures of improvement ean be launched
during a two-year period, or even a four-year period.
Adaquate preparation, no limit on the length of term, and
removing the office from the political pot would aid im-
measurably in securing county superintendents who would be
in a better position to direet the learning activities of
the children and gulde the teachers in their teaching pro-
cedures, especially in times of apparent need.

Several consolidations have been successfully car-

ried out in the county, but there are a few more consolida-

tions that should be undertaken, especially in the south-
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eastern side of the county. Five high schools in the county

are more than the county needs and more tham the county is
able to finance adequately., 4 large central high school
somewhere between Ruidoso and Riverside would provide the
children of the valley with more nearly adequate facilities
for instruction. As it is, the valley now has two high
schools, one at each end of the valley, the Ruidose High
Schocl and the Hondo Union High School. By having the
children transported from both ends of the walley to a ecen-
trally located school, the bus travel would not exceed
twenty-five miles one way.

In the same way one high school could adequately
serve the students of the Carrizozo and Capitan areas. But
in either case, whether it is the consolidation of the two
high schools of the Ruidoso Valley or the consolidation of
the Carrizozo and Capitan schools, the opposition on the
part of the general public would be overwhelming. Corona,
on the extreme end of the county, must because of the distances
have a separate high school, though the enrollment does not ex-
cead that of the other high schools,

A deplorable condition exists in the Arabela and Blue-
water districts that could be remedied by the elimination
of these schools and the transportation of the pupils to the

Tinnie School, thereby bringing together the children of







IOH

three one-room schools and providing them with more teach-
ers and more desirable housing. Under the present situa-
tion the Arabela and Bluewater districts have no transpor-
tation facilities for children wishing to attend high school.
To attend high school, these students have to move from
thgir home communities to those which have a high school.
By transporting the students to the Tinnie Schocl, high
school studants could be transported along with the pthors
and maet the school bus that transports students to fho.
Hondo Union High School. Both the Arabela and the Blue-
water schools are regarded as someyhat isolated and highly
qualified teachers are not likely to accept teaching pos~
itions in either of those schools.

A big consolidation of elementary schools that would
result in one of the finest elementary cchooli in the state
would be the consolidation of the San Patricio, Hondo,
Tinnie, and Plcacho districts into one, as has already been
done in the case of the union high school. The combined en-
rollment of the consolidated school would be over 250 stu-
dents. BEvery phase of school work would be improved and
needed economies would be effected. The distance between
the two end schools at present 1s about tyel;Q miles; the
two other schools are between these two schools. School

busses are now in operation transporting high school stu-
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dents from the four districts and with additional bdusses
all children could easily be brought to a certain elementary
school. Eleven teachers are employed now in the four
schools; this number could be reduced to eight, thereby em-
ploylng a teacher for each grade. Again, however, the sen-
timent of the general public is very much against such a
move. Other attempted consolidations in the vieinity of
Carrizozo have met with strong opposition from the patrons
of the communities involved.

These recommendations are made in the hope that they
will give further impetus to the many request for consolida-
tion moves and a reorganization of the present set-up regard-
ing the office of the county superintendent of schools.
Those favoring these changes are people who have been work-
ing with educatlon steadily for years and who realize that
changes are needed to meet the many problems which confront
the county, mainly that of increased enrollments and-ero'dod
classrooms, Just as the present state of events has grad-
ually come about, much more progress undreamed of today will

become tomorrow's reality.
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Chavez, Elerdo, born at Lincoln in 1880.
Gomes, Felipe, born at San Patricio in 1869,
Griego, Saturnina, born 2t Lincoln in 1866.
Kimbrell, #. E., born at Picacho in 1880.

Lujan, Sista, born st Mansano in 1870; came to Lincoln
County as a small child.

Miranda, Lorenzita, born st Lincoln in 1861.

Hejeres, Tonite, born at Puerto de Luna, nesr Santa Rosa
in iB?O; came to Lincoln County in is8u,

Price, Mrs. C. N., born in Tennessee in the eighties; came
to ¥hite Oaks in 1893,

Roberts, Anna, born at the Bonito Plaza in 1880.

Salas, Ismael, born at Lincoln about 1915.

Salazar, Genoveva, born at the Missouri Plaza in 1867.
Silve, Julian, born at Glencoe in 1882.

Tully, Ora G., came to Lincoln County in the late nineties.
Ulibarri, Fina, born at San Patricio in 1877.

Ulibarri, Vicente, born at San Patricio in 1877.

Zamora, Marcofla, born at Manszano in 1868; came to Lincoln
County as & small child.
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