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CHAPTER I

INTRODUCTION

Early in the history of America, sports, games, sys-
tems of physiecal training and athletics became a part of
our national 1life, In Colonial days, plaj and some athletic
events were common to practically all settlers with the ex~-
ception of limitations set upon enjoyment of life by the '
Puritans, Early in the school history of the United States,
it was found that the health of students was seriously af-
fected by the cloistered life of study without recourse to
recreational interest and activity, and many colleges insti-
tuted gardening and various utilitarian exercise features
of the manual labor schools to absorb the energlies of the
students in a profitable manner,

Physical education, then called physical training or
culture, began in some schools early in the eighteenth cen-
tury, consisting at first of gymnastic systems of exercise
introduced by refugees from Europe where physical training
had become a valuable means of training a populace in pre=-
paration for defensive or aggresive warfars,

Soon after the war between the Northern and Southern
states, the Germnan Turnverein and the several Buropean sys-

tems of physical education made great headway. As a means

of physical education for children, the schools and school
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systems in many places adopted one or more of the systems of
physical culture or physical training.

Before the Civil War, the only noteworthy ineident of
true athletic development was the origin of our great Ameri-
can game, when in 1859 Abner Doubleday of Cooperstown, New
York is supposed to have started the ball and base running
combination which we now call baseball.1

Tennis, which came to America in 1879, was in its
early history considered only a fit game for weaklings and
women, Golf became an Ameriecan game in 1888 and was played
largely by older men., Basketball, a distincﬁly American
game, was originated by James Nalsmith, a student of the
Young Men's Christian Association Training School a2t Spring-
fleld, Massachusetts, It has become the leading winter
sport.

The part American Negroes have taken in the play and
games of America are a c¢redit to their athletic ability and

prowess, It is known that esarly in the annals of athletic

endeavor colored athletes played a noteworthy part, and
their performances and contacts have gone far to liberalize
popular conceptions of some of the capacities and abilitiles
of this minority of our American citizenry.

The Negro athlete appeared on the seene about 1890

and has since that time made his contribution in the wvarious

1 Edwin Bancroft Henderson, The Negro In Sports (Wash=-

ington, D. C.: The Associated Publishers, Inec., 1939), p. 3







athletic contests. The debut of the Negro came with the
partieipation of W. T. 8., Jackson and W. He Lewls, two Negro
boys who played football at Amherst Collegze and has carried
down to participation of Negroes in the 1948 Olympic games
in London, England,

Although no outstanding competing athletes of color
are recorded prior to the early nineties, 1t is significant
and noteworthy that the first director of Harvard University
physical education was a colored man., He was employed as an
instructor and director of the first gymmasium bullt in
1859, and remained in charge until 1871, when he died.® That
he was a man of ability, of character, and worthy of his

posltion at the University is attested to by several ace

counts. Said a writer in the Harvard Magazine of October,

1859,

It 1s with feelings of pleasure snd pride that we re-
cord the completion of the Harvard Gymnasium; of pleas-
ure, in anticipation of the good effects of regular and
varied exercise; of pride, that 'Conservative Harvard?®
should be the first of the colleges in this country to
incorporate into its course of sducation an organized
system of physical training. For several years the sube
Ject has attracted attention, and the students had been
loud in their demands for better accormmodations than
were alforded by the small, though well=-conducted gy
nasiums of Professor Stewart. But no means of gatisfy-
ing these demands were afforded 111 about a year ago,
through the medium of Dr. Huntington, eight thousand
dollars were given for the erection of a gymnasium. The

2&@4: Pe 1#.
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spot selected for the buillding was the little Delta at
the junction of Cambridge Street and Broadway, The ex~
pense of the bullding and fixtures exceeded ten thousand
dollars. The Gymnasium was opened for use on Wednesday,
September 1, Meanwhile, most fortunately, the services
of Professor A, Molineaux Hewlitt had been secured, He
came with an experience in gymnastic training of four-
teen years, the last five of which had been devoted most
acceptably to the citizens of Worchester. By the fine
accommodations of the new building end under the admire
able system of the new Professor, a fresh Impulse was
given to physical training, which, contrary to predie~
tion, has been on the inecrease., The uniform courtesy of
the Professor, and the personal interest which he takes
In the exercises, keep alive the interest of his pupils
and make the hours spent in the Gymnasium among the
pleasantest.3

I. THE PROBLEM

Statement of the problem. The purpose of this study

1s to produce an accurate record of events in the formation
and development of the Negro Oklahoma Interscholastic Assoc-
lation, in order that those responsible for its purposes and
polices may use these experiences as a gulde in present and
future situations. Incidental to this record (1) trends in
the development of ﬁhe assoclation will be determined; (2)
comparison will be made with similar associations in the
other states; and (3) causes and reasons will be given for
the establiskment, continued existence, and growth and de~

velopmqnt of the organization with which this study is con~-

cerned,

Delimitation of the problem. This report will be

primarily concerned with the Negro Oklahoma Interscholastie

TR T






Athletic Association, with only such references to other

state assoclations as may aid by comparison in setting up
criteria for a sound organization. County and district
groups {conferences) are considered only to the extent that
they affect or are affected by the state organization,

importance of the problem. The important position oc-
cupled by athletics in the extra-surricular program of mode
ern high schools is well evidenced by the fact that nearly
every week of the school year is ended with some form of
athletic event., 1In practically all of the large schools and
in many small ones a large part of the finances for all
school activities is derived from athletics. Some seventy-
two Negro high schools in Oklahoma are members of the ag-
soclation,

The correspondence of the secretary is large, includ-
ing eligibility reports from each member school each semes-
ter of the school year. These reports certify that each boy
listed 1is elig;ble to participate in school sports for the
ensuing semester, The constitution makes it mandatory that
these eligibility reports be filed with the secretary at the
beginning of each semester, . |

In addition to the 8ligibility reports there are let-
ters seeking opinions or advice, letters of protest, appli-

cations for membership ,and checking and filing of player re-

cord sheets,







Letters seeking opinions or advice are usually con=-
cerned with approved rulings of'tha Association or with in-
terpretations of the constitution. Lettera of protest are
as a rule from some member school protesting the eligibility
of a player of another schocl, The player record sheets are
large sheets with the names of all the players who particil-
pated In any single game of football or basketball. The
player record sheet also indicates the score of the game,
the percentage of attendance of each player the week prior
to his participation, the subjects he is taking, and whether
he 1s passing or failling. In addition annual tournaments
are held in basketball and track.

In view of the many and varied duties performed by the
Assoclation and the intricate nature of eachsa history of
thls organization, tresting in detail such items as those
mentioned above, should be of practical value and assist-
ance to school officials interested in athletics. With such
information, those officers may better understend the pres-
ent and possible future status of the Negro Interscholastic
Athletic Assocliation and eonsequently be better prepared to

make constructive criticisms of the organization.

II, DEFINITIONS OF TERMS USED

The Negro Interscholastic Athletic Assoeiation.
Throughout this study, the term Negro Oklahoma Interscholas-

tic Athletic Association shall be interpreted to mean an or-

ganiZ%ation for regulating interscholastic athletic competi-






tibn in all Negro high schools in the state of Oklahoma
which have fulfilled the requirements for membershlip, Con-
trol of this assoclation extends no further than athletiec
contests and functions under a constitution which will be

treated in greater detall in a later chapter,

Board of Control. The term Board of Control shall
refer to an executive and judiclal body consisting of three
persons elected by the members in the manner presecribed by

the constitution,

Member, Except when otherwise designated, the term
member is used to mean one of the schools of the Association

in good standing. Members may be suspended or reinstasted,
III. SOURCES OF THE DATA

A large portion of the data for this study was se~
cured from documents and records filed in the office of the
Assoclation's secretary at Douglass High School, Oklahoma
City, Oklahoma, Data regarding early organization plans
were secured through personal interviews with individuals
who are at present active in the Associetion and with those
who were active in the Association during its formative
years but are now retired from school work, In addition,
many important facts in connection with the development of
the organization are well known by the writer because of

his direct connection'with 1t for more than a decade,






IV, METHODS OF PROCEDURE

In this investigation the data sssembled will be ceri-
tically evaluated to establish their authentiecity and the
facts of the study will be presented by use of the topiecal
and chronological methods,

V. REVIEW OF RELATED LITERATURE

There 1s a very little printed material dealing with
Negro athletic associations 1n.the United States, although
nearly all of the seventeen southern states and the District
of Columbia maintain some form of organizéd athletic pro-
gram, :

Among the few books on Negro athletics is an excel=

lent treatise on football by William H, Lewiah in which he

says:

As early as 1890 a few Negroes were playing football
on white teams. About the same time colored boys in the
Negro schools were beginning to kick the ball around.
Biddle University and Livingston College of North Caro-
lina played the first Negro college game on Thanksgiving
Day, November, 1892,

In this excellent book the author lists a number of
college games engaged in by Negro schools, in addition to
relating some of the exploits of Negro football players on

L Williem H, Lewils, The :
m H, Negro in Football (Washington
D. Cu: Associated Publishérs', Ine,, 1910), Pr. 86-87,






white teams,

Edwin Bancroft HendersonS states that even though
there were few Negro schools partieipating in asthletic con=-
tests, the need for setting up some kind of controlling de=
vice was obvious, As early as 1910 he was advocating strict
educational supervision, with educational aims and ideals as
the goal for athleticss It was on the basis of his phliloso=-
phy that the first organized athletic conferencs came into

existence among Negro high schools,
VI. THE ORGANIZATION OF THE REMAINDER OF THE THESIS

The progress of Negro state athletic associations
will be briefly surveyed In Chapter II., Ths general plan of
their various constitutions and methods of functioning will
be presented with the view toward making comparisons with
the Negro Oklahoma Interscholastic Athletic Association.
Reference will be made to the close relation and similari-
ties existing between Interscholastic and college associa=-
tions. Chapter III will deal with the early history of
the Assoclation, with special reference to Langston Univer-
81ty and the Oklahoma High School Athletic Associstion. The

powers and dutles of the Assoclation, both as they were ori-

??dein Bancroft Henderson, Official gggg%ggg inter~
scholastic Athletic Association of the Middle Atlantic

States, (Washington D. C.t Associated Publishera ing., .
.....T_1910 ,’p. 24- ] » »
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glnally defined and as they have been enlarged or curtalled,
will be discussed in Chapter IV, The growth of the organl=-
zation from 1930 to 19&0, stressing greater need for educa-
tional policies, and the period of most rapid expansion with
speclal reference to the motivating force of high school
principals, will constitute the subject matter of Chapter V,
The period from 1940 to the present, with attention to re-
cent rules and regulations, increased emphasis on scholar-
ship, and problems posed by the return of service men, will
be the concern of Chapter VI, Chapter VII will take up the
general policles and practices of the Association as it now
exists, particularly in regard to types of problems, degree
of publicity, methods of handling protests, and frequency of
meetings, The final chapter will present a summary; con=

clusions, and such recommendations as the writer may deem

advisable,






CHAPTER II
NEGRO STATE ATHLETIC ASSOCIATICONS

The study of the Negro Interscholastic Athletic As~
soclation may well proceed from a preliminary survey of ex=-
isting college and high school associations., College as-
soclations will be considered with a view to determining
what features they have contribﬁted in the organization and
development of Negro high school associations. Attention
will be particularly directed to the high school organiza=
tions for the purpose of identifying thelr best features
and those that differ from the subject of this study,

Negro gollege associations. Until 1906 there were no
organized Negro high school or college associations for the

promotion of athleties., Very few educational institutions
sponsored athletiecs other than baseball and football, Here
and there were rudiments of track and fleld, and occasion~-
ally basketball, With the advent of track and field meets
came the opportunity for the first organization of schools
to foster athleties. In 1906 there met in Washington, D. C.
several educators who planned an assoclation of colored
schools for athletic purposes, It was called the Inter~
scholastic Athletic Association of the Middle Atlantie

States, and among its first members were Howard University,
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The M Street High School and Armstrong Manual Training High

Sehools of Washington, D. C., the Douglass High School of

Baltimore, and the Howard High School of Wilmington, Dela-
ware, The first activity sponsored was a track and fleld

meet, May 30, 1906, at Howard University., Later this organ=-
ization developed basketball and football leagues.

Two college associations began about 1912, The first
was the colored Inter-Colleglate Athletle Assoclation, the
other being the North Carclina Inter~Colleglate Athletic As~
sociation, Some of the membership of the North Carolina
conference merged with the Colored Inter-Collegilate Athletic
Association iIn later years, Since the establishment of
these ploneer organizations other colleges in regional prox-
Imity have banded together for the purpose of developing and
controlling athletie growth and competition, Today there
are many scholastlic conferences and at least seven colle~-
giate associations in the southern section of the country.

The well-known organizations include these seven: the
Colored Inter-Collegiate Athletic Association, operating
ch;cfly among the states of Pennsylvania, Maryland, Virgin-
ia, West Virginia, North Carolina, and the District of
Columbia; the Southern Inter-Colleglate Conference of Col=-

leges 1n Alabama, Georgla, Florida, South Carolina, Tennes=-

see, and Louisianaj; the Midwestern Athletic Association of
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Colleges in Ohio, West Virginia, Missouri, and Kentucky; the

Southwestern Athletic “onference of Colleges in Texas, Ckla=-
homa, Arkansas, and Loéisiana; the South Central Athletic
Conference of Colleges in Mississiopl; the South Atlantiec
Conference of Colleges in North and South Carolina and
Georgla; and the Mlddle Atlantic Athletic Association of
Junior Colleges and Normal Schools in West Virginia, Mary-
land, New Jersey, Delaware, and Pennsylvania,

Conference athletic growth has parallelsd other dem-
onstrations of the Negroes' ability to organize and cooper-
ate for worthy soclal ends. In the early days games be-
tween colleges were on an individual contractual basis,
There were often no eligibility requirements for players who
represented a college. Sportsmanship was only an occasional
rractlice, Officials of ability and worth were rare., Few
opportunities were afforded for meetings of competing units
for discussion of problems. Naturally, contracts to play
vere often worthless or easily broken; since the only ob-
jective of a contest was victory, players were often not
even members of the college; and all of the evils of uncon-
trolled or unregulated athletics were present. In bringing
these institutlions into organized groups for mutual advan-

tage and in enforcing rules and regulations an outstand-

ing work was accomplished at great sacrifice for the bet=-
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terment of athletics in Negro colleges.

Only through conference groupings has athletics been
ralsed to standards compatible with those of educational
institutions, The conference method of promotion and con-
trol has resulted in securing more nearly desirable out=
comes,

Some of the achievements credited to these organi-
zations and thelr leadership should be noted in detail.
The arrangement of schedules in football, basketball, track,
bageball, and tennis has been accomplished in annual meete
ings. These are published in the press and bulletins :
months in advance, A premigm is placed on sportsmanship.
Coachea, rules, regulations, and practices have worked to
make sportsmanly eonduct a prominent outcome, In the past,
some players represented institutions through the prepara=-
tory department, the college, and the professiocnal school
as long as they were enrolled in the institution. Often
players were falling in all scholastic work, paid no tuil-
tion fees, and were connected with the institution only to
engage in athletics. Although many athletes today in some
schools are still "hired"™ for athletic purposes, the great
mass of athletes are eligible as bona fide students of
amateur standing,

Colleges do not require state residence or have age

1limits as do high schools, Due to this fact the practice
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of recrulting 1is prevalant.l Subsidizing is also a conmon
practice in some of the colleges where funds are plentiful,
Although the practice is condemned by all the conferences,
this method i1s still used to lure outstanding athletes.
Inter-collegiate competition is limited to four years and
scholarship requirements are maintained. To prevent one
college from stealing good athletes from other colleges,
all Negro conferences h;ve the one~year residence rmle,
This rule provides that when a student transfers from one
college to another he must spend at least one year in res=-
idence before he becomes eligible for varsity competition.
fhis rule does not apply to transfers from junior col=
leges, All of the conferences have the professionalism
clause in thelr constitution, which states that any stu-
dent who participates in professional athletics or coaches
or teaches athletic teams for pay other than a temporary

recreational employee shall be ineligible for inter-colle-

glate competition.2

Colleges representing these conferences have plo=-

1 V. E, MeCain, Assistant Coach, Tennessee State
Agricultural and Industrial College Nashville, Tennes=-
see, Letter to the writer, April lé, 1948,

2

etin of the lid-Western é&hlgng Aagog%at;ogs
Constitution and rules, Article s Section 8 s PDe 1o
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neered Negro athletic programs in the United States. The
influence of these schools has been felt very strongly by
every athletic association of Negro high schools in Amer-

ica,

Negro high school associations. It would not be
entirely correct to say that Negro high school associa-

tions came into existence as a result of athletic organ=
lzations in colleges. Rathef, the growth of the two has
been almost parallel., In the organized purpose of the
organization of each the basis for their existence was the
same. Yet in recent years college athletics, especially

football and basketball, have become highly commercial-

ized, whereas in the interscholastic program the emphasis
has remained on health, sportsmanship, and educational
ldeas,

Howard High School of Wilmington; Delaware; was one
of the ploneers in Negro high school athletics. As early
s 1906 Howard High School was competing in track and
field events of the Interscholastic Athletie Assoeciation
in Washington, D. C, Since these begimning days, the
Wiley Bates High School of Annapolis; the Dunbar; Booker
T. Washington, and the Vocational School of Baltimore, and
the Manassas and Parker~Gray High Schools of Virginia have
joined these schools to form the South Atlantie High
School Athletic Association. This organigation appears to
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be the first Negro high school athletlc association forme
ede This 1s the only high school assoclation whoase mem-
bership embraces high schools from different states

The Texas Interscholastic League of Colored Schools
had its beginning in the latter part of the school year
1920-1921 for the purpeose of promoting better conditions
in the publie Negro schools of the state by bringing the
schools together In county, distrlet, and state mta; by
the study of declamation, dabaung.md spelling in the
schgols,by encouraging the development of aohools’md by
the promotion of track and field athletics as a means of
stimulating better physical conditions.” The athletic
phases were later expanded to inelude football, basket-
ball, and temnis,

The organization of state athlebic conferences
spread rapidly after World War I until every state in
which separate schools were mainbtained had some form of
organiged athletic program in the Negro high schools.

' The state of Texas was the first to organize its high

school athletic program alfter World War I, Then followed
Oklahoma, Loulislana, Arkansas, Tennesaee and Alabama, The
Ransas State High School Activitiles Association mumted

3 Bulletin of the Texas Interscholastic Le s of

Colored Schools, W &%&i o I Pr:g;a
View Univornity, ri'%%iaw, » 9K6~l§h’{.
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the Negro high schools of that state with the ma jority
schools, however the Negro schools are allowed to compete
with the majorify schools in track and fleld only., There
1s a concerted move on at this time to break down this
practice. Of &ll the assoclations, Texas and Oklahoma
seem to have the best organization, This was the concen=
sus of most. of the coaches frﬁm gixteen different states
gathered at Nashville, Tennessee for the National high
school basketball tournament in 1946,

Most of the constitutions are almost identical in
thelr provisions. The requirements that interscholastic
athletes must be bona fide students of the school they
represent is universal., That is to say, athletes must be
subject to all rules governing the student body as regards
study load. Requirements econecerning the number of eredits
earned each semester are generally imposed. Three ¢redits

a gemester 1s the common ﬁinimum.

The age of participants 1s & matter that is always
checked very carefuily, and no state assoclation pqrmits
the use of players over twenty-two years of sge. The age
limit ranges from eighteen to twenty-two.

The prohibition of professionalism is a common
feature, the general rule being that no high school athlete
may compete in any type of athletic contest for finaneial

gain or even use his knowledge of athletics to coach or as-
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sist or officiate in contests for pay.

Resldence and nigration are subject to close regu~
lations. With certalin specified exeeptlons, a student is
not eligible except in thel:distriet where hle parents or
guardians reside. Most stetes require that én athlete
transferring from cne state te another must have been &
bona fide student in the state from which he came to be eli=
gible for competition in the state to which he has changed
his residence.

Many different types of record forms are found among
the various states, but all have the common purpose of
facilitating the checklng of eliglbility by a central auth-
ority or of minimizing the work of those charged with
handling the business of the Association,

Types of state organizations. State Negro high

school associations generally follow one of two plans: the
first involves purely veoluntary membership and the payment
of a conference fes; the second is one wherein 2ll schools
in a given area, such as a county, which are affiliated with
the State Department of Education participate. The majority
of schools are under the former plan, which seems to be the

more acceptable,







CHAPTER III
EARLY HISTORY OF THE ASSOCIATION:

At the beginning of statehood in 1907 there were no
organized athletle teams in elther of the three Negro sec-
ondary schools 1n the state, School athletic activities
were confined to 1ntra-school baseball games on the re-
spective school grounds,

The high schools existing at that time were
Douglass High School of Oklahoma Clty, Faver High School
off Guthrie, and Langston High School located on the cam=
pus of the Colored Agricultural and Normal University at
Langston, Oklahoma, Because of the close proximity of the
three schools, a series of baseball games was played among

these teams in the spring of 1908, These contests marked
the beginning of interscholastic athletic contests in the

Negro high schools of the state of Oklahoma., DBecause of
the small number compating; problems of supervision were
limited,

Even at this early day the boys who took part in
these events were for the most ?art those who came to

school only on days when & game was to be played and con=

! The data contained in this chapter were secured
through personal interviews with individuals who have been
connectéd with the organization from its inception to the
present, :
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sequently were not bona fide students, Nothing, however,
was done to conceal this practice, since 1t was understood
by the coaches as an unwritten agreement, The practice of
permitting the playing of over-age boys was also quite
common, although it was frowned upon by someée school admin-
istrators,

Coaches at these respective schools were H., A, Berry
of Douglags High School,; Oklahoma City; George Kerry of
Favor High School, Guthrie; and Sam Saddler, a student
coach at the Colored Agricultural and Normal University at
Langston,

In the autumm of 1910 football was added to the ath=-
letic program of these schools, As the population of the
state grew, other Negro high schools were established and
by 1914 Tulsa, Nowata, and Muskogee wers competing in in=-
terscholastic contests in baseball and football and fol=-
lowing the same practices as their predecessors,

Very little if any changes took place in the athle-
tic status of Negro high schools during World War I, but
more high schools were buillt which resulted in more
schools sponsoring athletic programs. Negro high schools
were located at El Reno, Boley, Ardmore, Claremore; Chick=-
asha, Okmulgee, Luther, Shawnee, and Sapulpa., All of
these schools sponsored some kind of athletiec program.

With the rapid growth of Negro secondary schools came

a realization of the need for some form of cenﬁralized don-
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trol of the athletie situation.

Initial steps. Many of the records which contain
data on the early stages of the Negro Oklahoma Interschol-
astic Athletic Association have been lost or otherwise des~
troyed. This laxity on the part of the early directors of
the organization has made it somewhat difficult to record
the history of the Association,

At the state teachers' meeting In 1922 discussions
among the coaches and administrators arose pertaining to
the playing of over-age boys in athletic contests and play~
ing boys who were not properly enrolled in school. The
most outstanding eritie of this practice was H. A, Berry;
the former coach at Douglass High School of Oklahoma City.

He maintained that for a student to represent a school in
an athletlc contest he should be (1) under twenty-one years
of age, (2) a resident of the school district in whieh the
school that he represents is located, (3) limited to five
years of participation in any one sport, (l) required to

be passing In three-fourths of his subjects, (5) required
to carry not less than the minimum load of subjects, and
(6) required to maintain his amateur standing. Most of
these suggestions have been incorporated into the rules
which will be discussed in a later chapter, The basis of

his contentions were well founded and reflected the opin=-
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lons of the majority of the coaches and school administra-
tors, It seems to the writer to be noteworthy to record
that most of the men who played major reles in organizing
the Negro Oklahoma Interscholastie Athletlic Association
have also been dynamic forces in its devélopment down to
the ?resent.

From 1922 to 1924 the discussion of problems arising
from athletic contests continued to be the major topic of
discussion among coaches and school authorities at the an-
nual teachers' meetings, During the meeting of 192 8. E.
Williams, coach at Boékei Washington High School of Tulsa,
and L. L. MeGhee, coach at Douglass High School of Okla-
homa Clty, took the responsibility of beginning a draft of
rules and regulations for some kind of athletic association
among the Negro high schools., Each year at the state meet-
ing for Negro teachers these two men submitted preliminary
drafts for a constitution to coaches and other interessted
persons for analysis and discuasiqn. These preliminary
drafts were discussed pro and con, with additions being
made where warranted and parts stricken that did not ap=
pear to fit the need, Men who took active part in thesa
discussions, other than H, A. Berry, 8. E. Wiliams, and
L. L, McChee, were E. W. Woods, principal of Booker Viash-
ington High School, Tulsa; H. 8. Hughes, Booker Washington
High School, Tulsa; C, D, Tate, asalstant coach; Douglass
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High School; Ardmore; L. H., Hill, Coach at Boley High ;
School; J« W. Sanford, prineipal of Douglass High School,
Ardmore; H. C. Jones, principal, Claremore High School; and
Es W Tolliver, head coach at Douglass High School, Ardmore.,
At the atate teachers! meeting at Tulsa in February,
1926, a speclal session was called by this group for the
purpose of completing the final draft of the constitution
for an athletic conference, at which time the constitution
was completed and adopted, The officers elected were H. 8.
Hughes, a teacher at Booker Washington High School; Tulsa,
president; W. H, Fort, principal, Dunbar High School;
Olomlgee, vice president; and C. D. Tate, Douglass High
School, Ardmore, secretary-treasurer, Board of control
members were H, A. Berry of Oklahoma City, J« W. Sanford of
Ardmore, and Sam Saddler, principal of Manual Training High
School of Muskogee. The Negro high schools of Tulsa, Okla=
homa City, Ardmore, Muskogee, El Reno, Luther, Okmulgee,
Boley, Claremore, Nowata, and Sand Springs were the first
members of the Associastion, Reference to a map of Oklahoma
will show that geographically this group of schools was
fairly well distributed. Although three of the schools
were closely located in and about Oklahoma City, the re=

- malning ones represented nearly all sections from Nowata in

the northeast to Muskogee in the southeast and Ardmore in
the south. Thus, the expressed purpose of the founders to

set up a controlling and integrating body was accomplished.
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In Marech, 1927, the first basketball tournament spon-
sored by the Negro Oklahoma Interscholastic Athletic As~
soclation was conducted at Booker Washington High School in
Tulsa, The tournament was won by Sand Springs, Tourna=-
ments had been conducted before this time but were on an
invitational basis and were not governed by rules of eligi~
bility. This practice only encouraged to a greater degree
the use of over-age boys and even men who were not bona
fide high school pupils for the express purpose of winning
a trophy.

Influence of Langston University. Langston Univer=

sity belng the only institution of higher learning for
Negroes in the state, in addition to beihg the center of a
great deal of the extra-curricula high school activities;
it was only loglcal that the institution should be ecalled
ﬁpon to assist the high schools 1n'formulating good clean
athletic progrems. This obligation the University grace-
fully accepted since the majority of athletes who attended
college after graduation from the high schools entered
Langston University.

Langston initially served primaerily in the polg of
consultant, That is; Vi. E. Andérson, the Langston coach at
that time, was called upon to point out to the high school

coaches the apparent weaknesses of high school athletics.
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Dr. Anderson states in a letter to the writer, April 20,

19481

These were obviously the unequalized competition as
represented in terms of schools playing men for a long-
er period of time, schools that had good men on their
teams who had made no effort to attend school, and
schools which allowed men to finish school on their
athletic ability and thus make them eliglble for ecollege
entrance with most inadequate preparation for college
study.

When the coaches and principals began to sense these
evils in athletiec participation they could see the necess-
ity of taking some specific steps toward improving athletic
econtrol in the schools, A second problem brought to light
by the coaches at Langston wes what to do with those
achocls which did not submit to association control, It
was made clear that so far as Langston was concerned its
attlitude toward those schools would be different., While
this was not a legal position it did not take very long to
communicate the faect the method employed 1n the handling of

players made a difference. It also made the secondary
school principals and teachers see the necessity of getting

into an organized athletic program.

The second phase of Langston's influence was demon=-
strated in the ennual track and field meets which were ori-
ginally sponsored by that institution. Beginning in the
spring of 1926 and lasting through 1928 high schools that

were members of the Negro Oklahoma Interscholastiec Athle-






tic Association were invited to Langston to compete in
track and field events, oratorical contests, and singing
contests., The program was generally held for two days.
Team trophies and individual medals were awarded to the
winners of first, second, and third places., Inasmuch as
the entry blanks and conditions of the meet were prepared
by Langston athletie ecoaches, 1t became necessary for the
participating schools to have some allegiance to the Assoe-

lation on a basis for participation.

The third and most pervasive influence perhaps grew

out of the personality of Coach W, E. Anderson himself.
This was in turn transmitted to the players, who became
ambassadors of the university and the emissaries of every
coachsspreading a philosophy and an idealogy of fairness
and the development of manhood rather then sheer victory
regardless of the conditions of competition., A justifica-
tion of this position 1s the fact that approximately 90
per cent of the coaches in the state are Langston grad-
uates. This number embraces some of the leading coaches

in each of the sports sponsored by the association.

Influence of the Oklshoma High School Athletic As=

soeciation. Mr. Lee K., Anderson, secretary of the Okla=-

homa High School Athletiec Associatlion, was an invaluable

source of information during the early yeers of the Negro
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Oklahoma Interscholastiec Athletic Association, He acted
in an advisory capacity to some of the founders on pro=-
blems that involved handling of schools that transgressed
the rules, especlally those rules which carried the penal-
ty of suspension, In addition, many of the features of
the Oklahoma High School Athletic Association Constitution
are embodled in the Negro Oklahoma Interscholastic Athle-
tic Association's constitution; This 1s also true of eli~-
glbility blanks, schedule sheets, and other forms used in

carrying on the business of the Assoclation,






CHAPTER IV

HISTORY OF THE ASSOCIATION 1930-1940

The decade 1930~1940 may be regarded as a highly im-
portant one in the history of the Negro Oklahoma Interscho-
lastic Athletic Association in that, being a period of rap-
id growth in membership and influence, 1t witnessed the
crystalization of the form end functions of the organliza=-
tion into the falrly definite state it maintains today.

The purpose of this chapter 1s to set forth in order the

prinecipal events and changes which occurred during the per=-

iod indicated.
I. RULE CHANGES

As previously stated, attention is directed to rule
changesa in the chronological order of their appearance,
Therefore, the following review 1s made of important leg-

1slative actlion in the second decade of the organization.

Gonferences. Prior to 193l there was no division of

member schools on a basis of enrollment., All members part-

leipated on the same level in football, basketball, and

track. At the annual meeting, December 15, 193&, at Wewoka,
many of the representatives of the smaller schools argued
that the system of competition practiced was unfair to them

because of the small number of boys in the smaller high
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schools, Thelr argument was well founded by virtue of the
fact that the larger schools consistently won the champion=-
ship in all sports sponsored by the assoclation., On the
basis of these arguments the body voted during the annual
meeting of the State Teachers! Assocliation at Muskogee,
February, 1935, to divide the association into two confer-
ences, High schools with an enrollment in the four upper
grades of one hundred or more were placed in the "A"™ Divi-
sion and all other schools were placed in the "B" Divi-
sion,® The "A" Division basketball tournament was held at
Tulsa and the "B" Division was conducted at Bristow.

At the same time the body approved of the Board of
Control's plan of an entry fee of two dollars and fifty
cents for each team that desired to enter the state basket-
ball tournament of its classification, sald fee to be re-

- turned by the secretary~treasurer to the teanm upon certie
fication of the authority responsible for the tournament
arrangements that sald team had appeared and participated
in the tournament according to the drawings. It also pro=
vided that any team failing to pay the fee seven days
prior to the opening of the tournament would not be allow=
ed to péfticipate, and further that any team falling to
appear and participate as scheduled would automatically

lMinutes of the Negro Oklahoma Interscholastic Ath- -
letic Association, Muskogee, Oklahome, February, 1938, p. 1.
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forfelt its entry fee, same to be pald to tournmament auth-

orities.2

Dues, Based on the financlal report of the retiring

secretary-treasurer for the year 1933, the new secretary=-
treasurer recommended that the conferéncé elther reduce 1its
operating expenses to a much lower level or provide some
means of securing additional revenues for the transaction
of its business, as its present revenue was inadequate.3
With this important fact in mind the assoeiation voted at
its annual meeting in 193 to increase the annual dues to
seven dollars and fifty cents for schools sponsoring two or
more sports and that the duﬁs remain five dellars for

schools participating in only one sport,

1i. TYPICAL PROTESTS AND FINDINGS OF THE BOARD OF CONTROL
1935

Protests. Holdenville protested the eligibility of
Hodge, Adams, Mackey, and Hughesey, football players on the
Beggs team, on the grounds that they had been issued diplo=
mas at commencement in the gpring of that year, and that
they played in the Holdenville-Beggs game the following

awbtumn

N

¢ mbid., p. 2.

3 Minutes of the Negro Oklahoma Interscholastie Athe
letic Association, Annual Meeting, " Wewoka, Oklahoma, Dec=-
ember, 193},
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Carver Junior High School of Tulsa protested the eli-
glbllity of Sam Stell, player on the Beggs football team,
on the grounds that he was over the age limit, gnd also of
Leo Adams on the grounds that he graduated the spring pre-
vious to his partieilpetion.

Ardmore protested Johnson of Tulsa on the grounds
that he participated in the Ardmore game when thévplayer-

record sheet showed that he was taking only two sub jects.

Eindings of the Board of Control. Owing to the

great number of protests received this particular year, the
Board of Control made a more careful examination of the
rlayer-record sheets and eligibllity blenks, The findings
were as followst: Insufficient records were discovered for
Tom Beaver of Beggs, Muskopee's player-record sheets were
improperly filled 1n; having no teacher's signature to any
grade on the sheets, and eligibility blanks did not glve
the requested information; Ardmorets elligibility blanks
were Ilmproperly filled ip, Dempsey Patton; who participat-
ed in all football games, was shown by previous player-rec~
ord sheets to have bgen born in 1912 as recorded on some,
and February 2, 1913, as recorded on others, Stubblefield
of Wewoka was ineligible to participate in the Wewoka=-
Olmmulgee game because he maintained a passing mark in only
two subjects. MeAlester's eligibility sheets showed no
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- grades for the past semester's work for Elmer Smith, Gil-

ford Snowden, an official in the Wewoka-Olmulgee game, was
not a conference offielal, Leodus and Forest Banké, play=
ers on the Wewoka football team, were listed on the eli=
€1bility sheets as residing in Boley, Ed Butler, player on
the Oklahoma City team, played in the Ardmore-Oklahoma City
game at a time when his record showed thaﬁ he was pessing

in only two subjects, Warren Patterson, of the same school,
participated in the Tulsa~0klahoma City game when he was
passing in only two subjects., Carson of Oklahoma City
participated in the Boley game when he was passing in only
one subject, Black of Oklahoma Clty participated in the
Huskogee game when he was passing in only one sub ject.,
Luther sent in no eligibility sheets. Boiey ﬁurned in no
player-record sheets, Holdenville used Honroe Pratt; who

attended the Deaf, Blind and Orphans' Institute at Taft,

v

Oklahoma, in 19341935 and Clemmie Washington whose parents
the records showed 1ied in Idabel, Oklehoma, and had at=-
tended the Deaf, Blind and Orphans' Institute in 1934~

193»5.,}+ Thess cases of rule Infraction seem to have opened
the eyes of the members of the Board of Control.,. From this
time to the present, this bodj of men, charged with the

4 Annual Report of the Board of Control, Tulsa,
Oklehoma, December, 1946, pp. 1-2.
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responsibility of keepling athletics clean in the Negro high
schools of Oklahoma, has been on the alert to observe even
the most minor violations by any member, When a member
school was found gullty this group of men showed no syme
pathy in administering the penalty, whether it was a fine
or suspension, DBecause of this firm attitude taken by the
Board of Control, beginning in 1935, there has been a con=
tinuous decline in the number of schools found guilty of
violating the rules and regulations as set forth ih the

constitution.
III, INFLUENCE OF HIGH SCHOOL PRINCIPALS

The part played by high school principals in direct-
ing and molding the Negro Oklahoma Interscholastic Athletie
Association 1nto the directive athletic force it is today
cannot be over-emphasized. The success and continued pro=
gress of the organization from its inception to the present
is 1n a large degree due to the interest and active support
of this unselfish group of men. Support of this position
may be found in the fact that throughout the history of the
fssoclation nearly all of the positions of authority have
veen held b& high school principals. These men, acting in
capacities as president, vice=president, secretary-treasur-
er, and board members have constantly fostered the idea of

fair play, sportsmanship, and high ideals in athletic com-






petition,

John Buford, president in 193l, appealed to the
sportsmanship of the coaches and the integrity of princis
pals to see that youngsters who participated in sports were
treated fairly. He asked that the pressure to win be re=
duced and that fewer games be scheduled, thereby saving
youths from being "burned out".’

In 1935 the Board of Control, consisting of H. A,
Berry, H. S+ Hughes, and E. E. Weaver, issued a reprimand
and warning to members as follows:

The Board of Control condemms the manner in which
many of the player-record sheets are filled out. It
does seem that the records of an educational institu-
tion, the sole reason for the existence of whiech is the
training of youth to participate effectively in the
soclety of which he is a part, would reflect intelli=
gence. In many instances all information supplied on
the player-record sheet is typed on the sheet before it
ls sent to the classroom teacher, even the indication
of passing or failing, The classroom teacher needs on-
ly to sign on the dotted line. Someone else has al-
ready evaluated the players! scholastic records, It
shall be the polley of this body now and hereafter to
follow to the letter the constitution in dealing with
such aforestated cases,

There 1s a growing tendency in some parts of the
state to diseredit the association by ignoring its
rules end boasting in the community that nothing will
be done about it. The board believes and will make it
mandatory that the constitution be upheld in all con=
troversial matters that affect membership schools ir-
respective of the sizeéof the school or the influence
of 1lts representative.’

: ErAnnuul Report of the Board of Control, December,
1935, pp. 2=3.

; 6"&nnuai Report of the Board of Control, December,
1938, pp. 2-3. ‘ '
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In 1938 the Board of Control pointedly observed that
the officlating in both basketball and football was very
poor. In one or two instances an aggrileved coach had re- ]
moved his team from the field. This, the Board considered,
was a step toward disorganization. The Board condemned the
existing method of determining the eligibility of a econfer~
ence official, observing that it was easy to obtain an
endorsement even when the endorsers knew nothing of the
qualifications or record of the aﬁplicant.

On the basis of individual and group observation,
in addition to numerous irregularities and discrepencies
found in the Association records;the Board of Control rec-
commended that the 1ist of approved officials be purged by
a committee on officlals appointed by the president from
the coaches in the association; that this committee in-
vestigate every officinl on the approved list as to his
quallfications, experience, age, and record for falrness,
and the length of time since he has officlatedy that this
conmittee report its findings to the Board of Control with
recormendations for dropping or retaining; that all appli-
cations for a place on the list of approved officials be
submitted to the chairman of the committee of officialsy
and that the committee investigate thoroughly the appli=-
cant's qualifications, experience, and record and sub=-

mit its findings to the Board of Control for approval or
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disapproval,

n 1940 the Board of Control inquired of the secre=
tary if there were any irregularities., The secretary re-
ported that the records of all schools were In good order,
The Board of Control, consisting of H., 8. thhas; C. Re

Johns, and E. W. Tolliver, commended the schools for the

promptness with which the schools filed the necessary re-

portss It also found that on the whole the officiating in
basketball and football was good,'

From 1934 until his resignation in 1945 the secre=
tary-treasurer, W. E., Anderson, directed the policies of
the organization, His experience and foresight in the
field of athletics helped to mold the Association into one
that 1s recognized throughout the South. Although it has
taken constant purging of officials, reprimanding of mem=
bers, and even fines and suspensions by the directors, gen-
erally principals were equal to the challenge and conse-

quently performed their duties with firmmess and dignity.

IV, SPECIMEN CASES

As material 1llustrative of the type and nature of
the various problems arising before the Association and as
a means of showing 1its method of functioning through the'
Board of Control in Judieilal and disciplinary capacities,

7

Lbidq, Da 6-
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a review of the action taken in some of the more important
cases may be presented, Nearly all the questions decided
by the Board of Control relate to the use of ineligible
players by member schools. In most cases a complete record
of the charge, testimony, and decisions has not been pre=
served; therefore only a brief summary of the charges and

decisions is available,

The case of Harry Atkinson., Harry Atkinson, an or-

phan in the state school for orphans at Taft, Oklahoma, left
school 1in December, 1933, and went to Crescent, Oklahoma,
to live with his cousin, a teacher in the Douglass High
School of that town., In March Harry enrolled in this
school and received credit in four subjects for the last
nine weeks of sohool* He participated in football, repre-
senting Douglass Higﬁ School of Crescent in 1934, in which
season Crescent won 2ll of its conference games, The coach
of the Deaf, Blind and Orphans' Institute of Taft, Okla=
homa, filed a protest against Atkinson on the grounds that
he did not earn a minimum of three state accepted credits
prior to his participation and consequently was ineligible
for participation.a The Crescent coach maintained that on

the basis of teachers? registers Atkinson had earned four

o Annual report of the Board of Control, Wewoka,
Oklahoma, December, 1935,
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credits and was therefore eligible for participation, In
December, 193l, the case came before the Board of Control.
The main question to be decided was whether there had been
a violation of Artlcle II, Seetion 1, Rule l; of the consti~-
tution, which states that:

No athlete who has not completed at least three
state approved credits of work during the semester of
attendance immediately preceding the season of the
sport in which he participates, shall be eligible to
compete in sald sport.

During the testimony it was brought out that Harry Atkinson
had attended Douglass High School of Crescent during the
last nine weeks of school in the year 1933-193l and had
passed in Ehglish III, American History, High School Arithe
metic, and General Seience, The Board in questioning the
principal found that a semester merk could not be earned in
nine weeks and that in such cases a pupil; in order to re-
ceive a semester mark, would have to make up the first nine

weeks work, The Crescent coach contended that the consti-

tution provided only, that the pupll earn three credits
during the semester and that it did not specify that the
marks had to be semester marks, He also stated that if the
constitution intended that these credits be semester cred-
1ts the wording should be made to that effect, otherwise a
miginterpretation could easily be made, He also asked the

Board of Control to consider seriously the wording of the
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constitution in its deliberations of the case.

The Board ruled that according to its interpretation
of the rule governing this case Atkinson had failed to earn
three semester credits, since the state accepted eredits on
& semester basis and not on a nine weeks! basis, and there~
fore was ineligible for partiecipation in the Autumm of
1934e As a result of this decision all of Crescent's games
were forfeited. The Board further stated, however, that
owing to the fact that the wording of Article II, Section
I, Rule L was not so eclear as it should have been and con-
sequently might be misinterpreted it would refrain from
suspending Harry Atkinson., Because of the known good chare
acter of the Croscent,eoach; in addition to the hazy word-
ing of the aforementioned portion of the constitution, the
coach and school were held blameless for the ineident, It
also recommended that the rule be re& orded so that its

meaning could be clearly understood,

Ihe case of Lafayette Dumas., This boy entered Man-
ual Training High School of Muskogee in the early Spring of

1940 and earned sufficient credits to be eligible for foot-
ball in the fall.v During the summer of the same year he
played baseball with the Memphis Red Socks, one of the
teams in the Negro National League, With the opening of
the school term he re-entered the Manual Training High
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School and played in all of the games, which ineidentally
were won, making Manual Training a claimant of the confer-
ence championship, The coach of Booker Washington High
School of Tulsa protested the eligibility of Dumas on the

‘grounds that he (Dumas) had played baseball for a salary,

thereby maeking him a professional athlete and ineligible

under the stipulations of Artiele II, Section I, Rule 5 of
the constitution By-Laws which states thati

Any student playing under an assumed name, or com=
peting with a team or another school other than his own
or who has engaged in professional sports, shell be
suspended for the remainder of that year and a year of
participation counted against him,

The Muskogee coach contended that had the case been

brought before the Board before the season ended the Board
could have suspended Dumas for the remainder of the season

and a year of participation counted against him., He stated
further that under the rules no other penalty was provided,

therefore any action taken by the Board of Control should

not affect the final standing of the teams,
After hearing all the testimony, the Board of Con-

trol deliberated and returned the following dooislona9
testimony showed that the Muskogee coach was aware all

along that Dumas had played professional baseball during

. 3

Ammual Report of the Board of Control, Okmulgee,
Oklahoma, December 1940, p. L.
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the summer prior to participation and therefore lnew at the
beginning of the football season that sald player was a
professional athlete and that on the basis of this fact a=-
lone Dumas was ineligible to participate in any sports e~
vent sponsored by any member school of the Assoeiation,
Further, that since sald player had played the entire sea~
son, the rule suspending him for the remainder of that year
from athletic competition would be ineffective; therefore
the Board ruled that Dumas be suspended from further com-
petition for the unexpired school year 1940-1941 and that
all games of the Manual Tralning High School of Muskogee

in which he participated be forfeited to the opposing team,
The latter part of this decision was based on the spirit of
the constitutlon rather than the actual wording of the
rule, The Board also reprimanded the Tulsa coach for
falling to divulge this information to proper authorities
as soon as he learned it, and likewise the Muskogee coach
for playing the athlete with due knowledge of his ineligi-
ble status,

The writer was well acquainted with Dumas and had
played baseball against him, In conversation with Dumas
the writer found that he (Dumas) was well aware that he
would be ineligible for football in the ensuing season,

His coach was also aware of that fact, but beeaﬁse the boy

was gn outstanding end on the Muskogee team the coach dis-
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regarded the constitution entirely, For this act the coach
was severely critized by the other coaches and sports lov-
ing fans throughout the state, This type of eriticism has
been an important factor in helping to eliminate such un~

falr practices in the state of Oklahoma,
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CHAPTER V
HISTORY OF THE ASSOCIATION 1940-1948

The period begimming with the year 1940 and extende
iIng to the present time has seen the Negro Oklashoma Intere
scholastic Athletic “ssociation operating on a fairly stable
basls both as to administration and finances, There have
been some important rule changes pertaining to distriocts,
the large and small schools, and some regulations necessi-
tated by the wars The most important rule change was pro=-
bably the one pertaining to the executive secretary, which
change will be treated fully in this chapter,

I. NEW RULES

Conferences. Since 1934, when the Association first

divided the schools into "A® and "B" cdnfereneea, many of
the coaches and principals of the smaller schools had con=
tended that the schools should have been divided into three
divisions, as the enrollment in the member schools of the
same conference represented such great differences., Ex-
amples often referred to were the Deaf, Blind and Orphan
Institute of Taft with approximately ninety-five in the
high school and Seminole with about thirty. MWany corre=-
sponding examples could be cited. Most school represent=
atives were in accord with the contention of these prinei~-

pals and coaches.
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The subject was brought before the body at the an=

nuel meeting at Langston in December, 1940, and a subse=-
quent vote established new conferences as follows:

The Association shall maintain an "A", "B", and "¢"
conference in football and basketball,

The "A" conference shall consist of all four year
high schools maintaining an enrocllment of one hundred
and twantz~f1va students,

The "B" conference shall consist of all schools with
an enrollment of seventy-five, to one hundred and
twenty=four pupils,

The "C" conference shall consist of all sehools with
an enrollment less than seventy-five,

The rule also provided that any school in the "B" or

"C" conference could move up to the "A" conference or that
a member of the "C" conference could move up to the "B"
conference with the approval of the Board of Control, but
such school after moving must remain a part of the confer-
ence moved up to until permission be granted by the Board
of Control for another change. :

 This arrangement seems to have pleased everyone con=-
cerned, at least for the time being. The championships in
football were won by the following teams: "AY conferenca;
Muskogee; "B" conference, D¢ B. and O, Institute of Taft;

"C" conference, Seminole, In basketball the "A" confer-

ence championship was won by Sandsprings, the "B" confere

i;ﬂe Oklahoma Intergcholastic Athletie Association
Constitution, Article VII, Sections 2, 3, and L, PPe x O
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ence by Carver Junior High School, and the "C" conference

by Seminole,

Bagketball districts. When the Assoclation first
begén sponsoring the state basketball tdurnament, very lit-
tle difficulty was experienced in getting it played off in
two and one-~half days because the membership was small, but
with the rapid growth of the organization in membership
came -the problems of playing the tournament off on time and
thé housing of a great number of players., There being no
restrictions on the number of teams that could enter; the
question of dividing the state into districts was discussed
by various school principels and coaches. In December 1943
the assoclation rejected a plan which was submitted for
districting the state into eight geographical sections for
the purpose of selecting teams to participate in the State
Basketball Tournament. It was voted, however, that the
president be empowered to appoint a committee to work out a
plan for dividing the state into districts. At the annual
meeting in Oklahoma City, December 11, 1943, a committes
report was adopted which provided that the state be divided
into twelve districts, eight constituting the "C" division
schools and four the "B" division schools, and that the
winner and runner-up in each distriet be allowed to compete

in their respective divisions for the state championship,







I

All the "A" division schools remained as originally pro-
vided, This plan has given satisfaction and has remained
continuously in operation down to the present, With the
continued growth of the assoclation, it 1s the opinion of
the writer that the number of districts now operating will
have to be expanded., This division of teams pertains to
basketball only and does not affect champlionship play in
football, as was originally provided for under the rules

in 1940,2

Ihe "Big Three", "Big Four", and "Big Six". From
the beginning of the organization to the present, there
has been almost a continuous conflict between the large
and small members. This probably eminated from the fact
that the few larger schools won nearly all of the cham=
pionships until the A ssoclation was divided into confer-
ences. The schools that received the greatest amount of
criticlam were Oklahoma City, Tulsa, and Muskogee, Rep=-
resentatives of the smaller schools maintained that these
three schools should be placed in a conference by them=
selves. 0ddly enough, the respective coaches of these
schools felt the samé way. On the strength of this gen=-
eral feeling the body voted at its annual meeting at
Oklahoma City, December 11, 1943, that the A ssociation

o

B e e {
Secretary~Treasurer's Report, Tulsa, Oklahoma
December 12, 15&%, Pe ls o - :







maintain a "Big Three”, and an "A", "B" and "C" confer-
ence in football.3 The Big Three Conference was to con=
sist of the following teams: Oklahoma City; Tulsa, and
Muskogee; the "A" conference was to consist of those
schools having an enrollment of one hundred or more; the
"B" conference of schools with an enrollment of not more
then ninety-nine or less than sixty-five; the "(C" confer~
ence of all schools with an enrollment below sixty-five,

In September 1945, the D. B, and 0, Institute of
Taft applied to the Board of Control for admittance to the
*Big Three", This request was granted and the Board of-
ficially designated the conference "Big Four®, '

At the annual meeting at Langston University in
December 19&8; Lawton and Ardmore made similar requests to
the Board and were admitted to the "Big Four", the confer-
ence immedlately being designated as "Big Six", This
designgtion pertained only to football, It appears that
the reason thﬁthrdmore and Lawton requested the change ;
was the fact that the two schools, Ardmore, "A" division,
and Lawton, g division, dominated thelr respective con=-
ferences in football., They seemingly thought that the

change would increase their prestige, especlally if either

3 Minutes of the Annual Meeting of the Fegro Intere
scholastic Athletiec Assoclation, Oklahoma City, December
11, 1943, p« 5.
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should win a championship in the "Big Six",

Influence of Negro Coaches' and Officlals! Associa=

tion, The Negro Coaches! and Officials' Assoclation is an

organization of coaches, approved officials, and a few
principals organized in 1945 for the purpose of improving
officlating in the Negro Oklahoma Interscholastic Athletie
Assoclation, along with any other assistance it could give
in fostering the policies and ideals of this Association.
Nearly every coach in the state of Oklshoma belongs to the
Negro Coaches' and Officials! Asséciation.

Until 19&5; nothing constructively had been done by
the Negro Oklahoma Interscholastic Athletlc Agsociation to
improve the officiating, waever, officiating had im-
proved gradually through the years, only becsuse those who
accepted the responsibility felt the need themselves fo:
belng more efficient in the performance of their duties,
The Coaches! and Officials! Association, seeing the dirve
need for a more systematic method of gelecting officials
and for better trained officials, requested permission
from the Board of Control to set up rules for selecting
and approving conference officials, The request was
granted and immediately afterward s committee was appoiht-
ed to draw up rules and regulations, which were as fol-

lows: That the complete list of approved officilals be
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thrown out and names of those who desired to be offielals
be submitted to district committees, appointed by the
Coaches! and Officials' Association, and giving instrue-
tions on tentative approval of those whose names were
submitted; that these tentative officlals attend the en=-
nual clinic of coaches and officials; take and pass an
examination for the respective sport in which they
planned to officiate, and give & practical demonstration
of their ability while attending the cliniec. Those who
passed satisfactorily would be placed on the approved
list of officials, after which they must attend at least
one c¢linic each year in order to maintain their status.
This system brought immediate results, as there
was a marked degree of improvement observed in officiat-
ing in 1946, the year that the plan went into operation.
Many minor contributions sponsored by the Coaches'! and
Offiéiala' Association could be noted, but its chief ac~
complishment was that the method used by the body in se~-
lecting officilals eradicated an evil which had existed
sinece the beginning of interscholastic athletic contests
in the state., The membership of the Coaches! and Offi-
clals?! Association have pledged themselves to the task of
fostering the spirit of fair-play; sportsmanship, acholf
arship, and high ideals in all phases of athletic con~-

tests.
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Division of the office of Secrectery-Treasurer, In
the early stages of the Association, the dutlies of the

secretary-treasurer were fairly_light by virtue of the
fact that the membership was small, But es the organliza«
tion grew In sige and influence, the amount of work perw
formed by this office multiplied to an enormous degree,
necessltating at times the appointment of a temporary as-
sistant. This plan continued until the membership decid-
ed that something definite should be done to relieve this
office of some of its duties, The secretary-treasurer
himself had complained of the amount of clerical work
being done, in meny cases at the expense of neglecting
his own school work, Consequently, upon the recommenda~
tion of the secretary-treasurer, the Association, at its
annual meeting at Oklehoma City in December 194k, voted
to separate the office; alecfing We Es Anderson execu=
tive secretary, and G. W. Smith treaaurer.h This action
proved important, as rumors of dlssatisfactlon were belng
heard in regard to the handling of the Associations?
funds. This action taken by the membership, together
with the bonding of the treasurer for five hundred dol-
lars, arrested rumors prevalent at the time, with the re-
sult that the organization assumed a more dignified pos~

ition in the eyes of those concerned,

uMinutos of the Annual Meeting of The Negro Oklae-

homa Interscholastic Atﬁﬁetic Agsoelation, Oklahoma City,
Oklahoma., December, 19, p. 3.







IV, SPECIMEN CASES

The case of Benjamin Blair, On March 1, 1946,
Ben jamin Blair, along with his teammates from Booker
Washington High School of Cushing, came to participate in
the annual basketball tournament. Soon after their arris
val, the prinecipal and coach were informed by Mr, C, R,
Johns, chairman of the Board of Control, that a formal
protest had been presented to the Board against Blair on
the grounds that he had played out his ten sémestars of
eligibility. The protest, signed by lir. Kabble Mitchell,
coach of the Bartlesville High School team, was presented
by Hr, Hyan; coach at Vinita, in the absence of lir,
liitchell, The‘protesting parties claimed that Blair_had
played five seasons of basketball to their knowledge, and
that each of the past five years he had competed against
their teams., They also contended that there could be no
case of misteken ldentity, since the fact that the player
under protest was an outstanding star on the Cushing
team, The Cushing coach maintained that Blair was play=
ing his last year of eligibility in 1946 and that the
Bartlesville and Vinita ccaches had seen Benjamin Blair's
brother, Paul Blair, who had played several years before
Ben jamin Blair beéan playing. In searching the eliglbil=
ity sheets, the Board could find no record of participa~
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tion for Benjamin Blalr prior to 19L2, On the basis of
this evidence and the testimony as gilven by others con=-
cerned, the Board ruled that Benjamin Blair was eligible
and the Case was dismlssed,

This particular case aroused qulte a deal of inter-
est among coaches and principals in attendance at the
tournament, Some felt that the player iIn question had
played prior to 1942, with no eligibility sheets being
filed for him. 8till others felt that some of the teams
in the same division with Cushing wanted the player under
protest declared ineligible because his being a great
basketball player minimiged thei; chances of winning a
championship. The ruling on the case by the Board of
Control has never been clear to most coaches, prinecipals,

and officlals,

The case of Charles Younge Two weeks prior to the
state basketball tournament to be conducted at Oklahoma

City, Merch 11-13, 1948, the Shawnee coach filed an offi-
cial protest agalnst Young, a playef on the Cushing bas~
ketball team, on the grounds that he was not & legal res=-
ident of the school distriet which he represented., The
case was heard on March 7, with the Shawnee coach cons
tending that Young was a legal resident of Shawnee by

virtue of the fact that his parents lived in a rural com=
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munity & few nlles out of Shawnee, and that the previous
seasoen he had matriculated at the Shawnoe High Sghool,
The Cushing prineipal admitted thet Youny had formerly
attended high school at Shawnee, but since that time had
becore a legal resident of the Cushing district in that
he had met resldence requirements by beiny enrclled on
the school census of that district. In order to prove
this point, the principal produced a census card for the A
player under protest which was a;gnod by the county elerk,
Cn the strength of this evidence, Young was declared eli-
gible for the tournament by the Board of lontrol, - There
is still a doubt in the mind of the writer as to whether
the athlete in question was sligible. Artiele II, See-
tion I, Hule 2, states that:

Ho athlete who has competed in any conlerence game
of a particular sport is eligible to compete in that
sport unless his parents rﬁngde in that community or
he 1s actually enrolled on the school census in the
independent dlstrict and transportation area where he
is attending.

If 1t were true that Young attended school at Chawnee the
previous year it seems reesonable that his neme vauld‘
have been on the cemsus rolls in that school district,
inasmmuch as the school census is taken In the spring ?a~

fore the end of the semcster, This being a state law, it

therefors 1s wniform throughout the atate, In the light
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of this fact a grave questlon arises as to how Young's
name came to appear on the census records in the Cushing

District,
V. THE Gs I, PROBLEM

In athletics, the war brought about many problems
not previously encountered by the Association, such as
the age limit, transportation for competing teams and
disposition of numerous cancelled games; yet in spite of
these problems, the athletlc program was carried on by
the Negro Oklahoma Interscholastic Athletic Agssoeiation
with a falr degree of success. In some instances, the
number of games played was decreased, otherwise the or=
ganlzation maintained its standard from the atandpoint of
its aims, educational i1deals, and cbjectives.

When the war ended and boys who had once partici-
pated in the various sports began to return, it was only
natural that they desired to begin where they had left
off in athletic competition. Many players had been
drafted when they were eighteen or nineteen, while others
volunteered at seventeen., Many spent three to five years
in the service, returning in many cases as mature men,
above the age 1limit for participation in the athletiec
contests sponsored by the association., This presented a

problem because boys who were nineteen or twenty when

they were drafted sometimes served two or three years and
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on their return were gbove the twenty-two age limlt, yet
they had sometimes two or three years more in high schooly
Faturally the athletes felt that they should be allowed
to play out thelr eligibility, regardless of ages Thils
important problem came before the moembership at its an-
nual meeting at Muskogee in December, 1045, Some coaches
felt that the age limit should be raised temporarily teo
allow players who had become overage while in service to
participate, Although sympathy for their poslition was
expressed by members of the Assoclation, 1in general most
believed that no special privileges should be granted
service men. Several unsuccessful attempts were made to
amend the constitution in order to make provisions for
returning service men to compete in athletlcs, regard-
less of ages It was finally decided that the Board of
Control make recommendations to the body as to what should
be done about the problem, After careful consideration
and discussion the Board recommended that the age limit
be retained as it was, but that the rule requiring a stu-
dent to have been in regular attendance and pasgingiin
three state-approved subjects in the semester prior to
his partlicipation be temporarily walved.

Most returning service men and many others felt

that the action of the Board was unfalr to these young
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men who had been in the service of their country but most
falr minded people sew the wisdom in the decision of the
Board, It is obvious to the writer that had the Board
allowed all returning service men to particlpate in high
school athletlics regardless of age there would have been
contests staged in which men from twenty-two to twenty-
five years of age would have been competing with boys as
young as thirteen years o0ld, The results would have been
numerous injuries caused from this unfair and unequal
competition, In addition the assoclation of this older
group with the younger boys would not have created a

wholesome situation,







CHAPTER VI
CONSTITUTION AKD RULES

Owingz to the fact that few coples of the consti=
tution and rules under and through which the Negro Okla-
home Interscholastic Athletlc Associastion functions have
been preserved prior to 1930, the treatment of this ime-
portant document hes been deferred to the present chap-
ter, Having brought the narrative down to that date, the
progress of the Investigation requires an examination and

evaluation of the organic regulations,
I, FORM AND EXTERT OF THE CONSTITUTION

The constitution consists of ten articles in sec~
tions, beginning with the name of the Asscciation and
ending with a provision regarding girls' athletiecs. In
additlon there are artlcles on the cbject of the Asso-
clation, officers, conterehcoa, competlition, and duoa;

all of which will be considered at greater length,

Cbjeet of the Association. The expressed purpose
of the organization was the advancement of athletics in
the Negro high schools of the state of Oklahoms. No
elaboration of this broad objective seemed to have been

“thought necessary.
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Officers. Provision was made for the election of
a president, vice president, and a secretary-treasurer
each year at the annual meeting of the Association in
December, The qualifications of these officers are not
specified.

At the outset a Board of Control which consisted
of three members was elected., One member was elected for
a term of three'yeara, one for two years, and one for one
year, Thereafter, one member was to be elected for a
term of three years, Principals, superintendents, and
faculty members were eligible to serve, and in case of a
vacancy the chairman was empowered to appoint a third

who would serve until the next annual meeting,.

Duties of officers., Duties of the president and
vice president did not extend beyond the responsibility

of conducting the regular meeting except in an advisory
capacity. The secretary-treasurer was to collect all
monies due the A ssociation and disburse the same at the
order of the chalrmen of the Board of Control, or subject
to the order of that body, The secretary-treasurer was

required to give a sultable bond and to have his books
audited once a year by an auditing committee appointed by

the president. A copy of the audlt was to be mailed to
each member of the Assoclation, He was in charge of all

correspondence and records, The secretary-treasurer was
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the only paid offlcer, His duties and activities have in
general practice grown to such proportions that a great-
er elaboration of them has been reserved to a later chap~
ter. g

The Board of Control meets once a year in December,
and may meet more often at its own discretion Its gen-
eral duties include; control over interscholastic con=-
tests, approval of forms for contracts, final decision
in disposition of protests in accordance with the rules
- and regulations of the associatlion, and reports on cases
heard and decislons reached. Meetings of the boérd are
not open to the publie, which is a policy severely con-
demned by a majority of the membership.l

Membership. Only Negro high schools and junior
high schools are eligible for membership, To become a
member such schogls must pay the annual dues prescribed
by the constitution.

Only two junior high schools have ever been members
of the association, These were Carver Junior High of
Tulsa end Booker Washington Junlor High of Seminole. The

latter has since become a regular four year high school.

-

Bulletin of the Negro 0¥;ahoma Ig§g§ac§o;agtig :
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Amendments., A provision exists whereby the con-
stitution may be amended by a two-thirds vote of members
present at the annual meeting, but the proposed amend=-
ment must be submitted to the secretary so that all mem-
bers may be notified at least thirty days before the
meeting,

This pfovision has not been followed to the letter;
as on several occasions proposed amendments have been
brought before the body and as many as half of the mem=~
bership knew nothing of the proposal bsforshand,

II., DIGEST OF RULES

The rules of the organigation, in addition to
those promulgated at its origin, have been formulated and
passed at regular annual meetings in which each member
school, through its representative, has one vote. In
this investigation Ilmportant rule changes will be consid-
ered at various points in the narrative., The rules gen=-
erally prescribe the condition under which athletic com~-
petition may be engaged in by pupils of member schools :
and relate to the questions of age, conduct of students,
residence and migration,'certificates of eligiblility and
player record sheets, graduate students, 1imitations and
participation, relations with non-members, tournaments

and meets, length of seasons, and professionalism,
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Ape, Partleipation has always been restricted to
pupils under twenty-two years of age. A pupil 1is ineli-
gible on the day he becomes twenty-two.2

This rule has been severely critlclised by a major-
ity of the coaches, but very little effort has been put
forth to change it. Shortly before the outbreak of World
War 11 some effort was being made to lower the age limit,
but after so many athletes were inducted into the ser-
vice members of the Association thought it unwise to low=-
er the age limit, at least until after the war. Since
the war nothing has been done about the matter of age.
This high age 1limit has consistently posed a problem,
since it throws men into competition with middle and up=-
per teen-age boys, consequently increasing the danger of
injury to the boys who are naturally less physically dev~
eloped than those athletes past twenty years old, On the
basis of this fact the author feels that the age limit
should definitely be lowered,

There 1s no minimum age for participation set

forth in the constitution.

Conduct of students. Pupils under discipline or

whose conduct is such as to reflect on the scheocol may not

2 Ibide, Pe ha
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compote, Entering a contest under an assumed name 1s
forbidden,

During the early years of the pssociation the use
of assumed names to cover up for students who were over
age or who were Iineliglble for gome other reason was a
common practice. In recent years this practice has
ceased almost completely, the decline being caused by the
severe penaltles placed upon schools found guilty by the
Board of Control,

Residence and migration, Hegulations of residence
and migration 1is particularly strict, The general rule

requires that the parents or guardlan of an athlete be
bona fide residents of the dilstrict in which the school
is located, but such requirement is qualified in a num=-
ber of ways, S&tudents 19 schools accredited for less
than four yeara work may, upon the completion of the last
year of accredited work, become aligible at once upon en-

trance at any accredited school of the psscciation,
A student whose parents live in or move into a

distriet having no aceredited high school mny transfer
his eligibility te any distriet having such & school and,
1f a more accessible school should become aceredited, he
may transfer to 1t,

Any stuﬁantvwhcse parents move during elther sen-
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ester may remaln eligible in his o0ld school for a whole
year,

Recrulting of athletes is prohibited. Influencing
of parents or guardians to move so that the student may.
engage in athleties 1s considered en act of recrulting
and, if proved, subjects the offending school to penalty
and renders the pupil ineligible, Eligibility may be
established in any school by attendance for one full
year,

During the entire existence of the Association
there has been a minimum of recrulting; however there
have been a few remote cases that have come to the atten-
tion of the board, These will be discussed in a later

chapter,

Certificates of eligibiliby and player record

gheets, At the beginning of each semester each member of
the Assoclation is required to file with the secretary-
treasurer a atatement of facts tending to establish the
eligibility of probable paftieipants. The Board of gon«
trol prescribes and the secretary-treasurer furnishes
forms on which the prineipal or someone appointed by him
certifies the facts relating to age, participation, reaQ
idence, and scholarship of pupils likely to be used in

competition,
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Before each contest a player record sheet bearing
the names of all probable participants must be circulated
to all teachers for theilr certification of passing grades
for any pupil taking classes under them whose name appears
on the 1list, In addition to this the registrar or other
persons delegated this authority must record on this same
sheet the percentage of attendance for the week preceding
the contest for each name appearing on the list. A prin-
eipal must, under penalty of forfeiture of his school's
membership, furnish to the Board of Control, the secre=-
tary~-treasurer, or representatives of other member
schools such information bearing upon eligibility as they

may from time to time require.

Although the rules required that certificates of
eligibility and player record sheets be filed in the of=~
fice of the secretary~treasurer many schools in the past
have failed to follow this rule dlligently, resulting in
the forfeiture of the contest participated in by the
school falling to abide by the rule. In some instances
as many as fourteen schools have forfeited pgames because
of this negligence. In recent years, however, the fil-
ing of eligibility blanks and player record sheets has
been almost 100 perecent. Much credit for this great im-
provement 1s due the Board of Control, which has penal=-







ized all viclators and assessed meximum penalities in

many cases,

Participation. Partieipation is limited to teh
semesters. Not more than five seasons in a single sport
is allowed to any student., A pupil may begin competing
in the seventh grade, in which case time is deducted from
the period of eligibility in high school, Based upon the
age of the average high school pupil, this seems to be
too many years of competition, Either the pupil begins
competing too early or he remains in high school too
long, possibly for the sole purpose of competing in athe-
letic contests,

Attempts to change this rule several times has
failed, primarily because of the vote of the smaller high
schools. This rule is to thelr advantage because of the

limited number of large boys in attendance,

Relation with members. In the event of an ap=-

proaching contest between two member schools the home
school must, at least ten days-before the contest, furn-
ish the visiting school a list of officisls for approval,
In the event the first list 1s not acceptabie to thé vis~
iting school another list must be sent. No contract can
be made binding upon the visiting school until it has ap-

proved the needed nmumber of officials., Coaches or other







persons with a team may not serve as officials except
wlth the consent of all teams concerned.

A member school which has lnowledge of a rule vio-
lation by another member and does not give information of
the infractlon to the Board of Control or the secretary-
treasurer 1s held gullty of the same violatien,

Members may withdraw from the Association upon
written notice to the Board of Control.

The problem of officials has since the beginning of
the Assoclation bee n a serious one. The lack of competent
officials has caused much trouble among member schools and
in many cases athletic relations have been severed.

The reasons for lack of competent officlals were the
small number of games worked and the absence of athletie
clinies and schools, the latter giving offlclals no chance
to improve themselves, This situation has been femedied as

has been explained in detall in an earlisr chapter.

Relations with non-members. Generally competition

with non-members is forbidden., However, competition is
allowed with academic teams which fulfill all the re-
quirements for membership in the Association except that of

residence. Member schools may competé»with non-member

67
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schools where a county assoclation exists in Oklahoma
which 1s sponsored by the county superintendent, Viola=
tions of thils rule have been few, This may be explained
by the fact that more than 90 per cent of the Negro high

schools in the state are members of the Association,

Tournaments and meets. A plan is outlined for de-
termining the basketball championship of the state. The
Board of Control divides the state into twelve districts
embracing the "B" and "C" conferences. The champion and
runner-up in each distriet compete in an elimination
tournament for the state championship. All members of
the "A" conference are invited to the state tournament

because of the small number of teams in the division.

Length of seasons« In recent years a rule defin-
ing the length of a season in football and basketball has
been passed., Generally, the playing of post-season games
is prohibited. The football season ends the Saturday
following Thanksgiving; but, in the event two teams are
tied for a conference championship, upon the approval of
the Board of Control an additional week may be allowed to
play the tie off., A like exception may be made when a
game has been postponed by mutual agreement of two teams

because of weather conditions or a death in the family of
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a player or someone else connected with elther school,

The basketball season ends with the play=off bn7
tween the members of the "A", "B", and "C" conferences,
These three members compose the winners of their respecs
tive divisions in the state tournament, The winner of
this play-off may or may not attend the nationsl tourna~
ment held at Tennessee State Agricultural and Industrial
College at Nashville, Tennessee, the third week in March
each year, For each of the past four years a team from
Oklahoma has won the national basketball tournament. In
the order of thelr winning they were Douglass High
School of Oklahoma City, 1945, Booker Washington High
School of Cushing, 1946, and Booker ¥ashington High
School of Tulsa, 1947 and 1948,

Scholarship. A contestant is required to have
maintalned up to the end of the week preceding the con=-
test a passing mark In at least three state-approved sub=-
Jects, and must be in regular attendance at least 75 per
cent of the time.3 This rule has been instrumental in
keeping many boys in school, since it requires their reg-

ular attendance to be eligible for any athletic contest.
Athletes in the high schools are more familiar wlth this

; 3 Constitution, Negro COklahoma Interschoégst%g
Athletle Associstlion, Constitution and Rulea, See Index.
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CHAPTER VII
POWERS, DUTIES, AND POLIGIES OF THE ASSOCIATION
I. POWERS OF THE ASSOCIATION

Owing to the brevity of the constitution, and
sometimes ambiguous wording of that instrument, the pow=
ers and duties of the Asscciation have not always been
clearly defined., However, the well defined and consis-
tent poliey of the Board of Control during the past ten
years has left little room for doubt as to what the As-
soclation may or may not properly do., It is the purpose
of this chaptef to analyze as thoroughly as possible the
various aspects of the Association's authority, functions,
and policy.

Limitations of authority. The Association from
its beginning has existed without warrant of legality of

-any kind., No statutory authorization for its establish-

ment and existence is anywhere adduced., Membership is
purely voluntary, renewable each year, and may be ter=
minated by the wish of a member to withdraw, Hence, the
extent and application of whatever authority belongs to
the organigzation 1s contingent upon the willingness of

members to accept the same,
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Legislative powers¢ The power of the Associgtion
to make rules by which its business 1s conducted proceeds
from the assumed right of parlimentary and deliberative
groups to do the best possible in all cases so long as
they do not confliet with superior constituted authority
and the measures so created do not interfere with the
welfare of the publics For twenty-two years the repre-
sentatives of member schools have met annually and passed
wuch legislation with regard to themselves as seemed most
likely to further their purposes and interests: It 1is
evident that in the early history of the organization the
authority of the #ssociatlion was much less widely and
strongly felt, since the membership was small and the
rules less comprehensive, ‘

All power of leglslation 1s vested in the member-
ship and 1s essentially democratic in principle, each
school having one vote .t Although it may be argued that
such a system is unfair to the larger schools, 1t may be
polnted out that in interscholastic athleties the inter=
est of one school is likely to be as great as that of an-
other; nor is there apparent any likelihood of an immed=
late change, because the smaller schools greatly outnum=-

ber the larger schools,

1

) ;ntgracho%astie Athletic Asgociation, Con=-
stitution and Rules, Article VI, Section 1, p. 3
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Executive powers, The executive authority of the
Association 1s subject to the same limitations as the
leglslative department, The powers of this department
are exercised varilously by the president, secretary, and
the Board of Control, This ovarwiapping of power has
caused some conflict from time to time among these three
authorities which has stimulated discussion for a better
clarification of the constitution.

Judiclal suthority. The judicial authority is
vested in the Board of Control, though here sgain the

duties of the secretary are prominent, since his opinions
settle practically all lesser gquestions which arise.
Cases may be appealed to the Board of Control and their
decision is final. Practically all cases brought before
the Board of Control have been concerned with the use of
ineligible playeré, but, In rare cases, other matters
have been considered, From time to time cases have come
to the attention of the Board relative to the violation
of the rules concerning the conduct of students and even

adults at various athletic contests.
II. DUTIES OF THE SECRETARY

The secretary is by far the most important single
officer of the Assoelation, and 1s the only officer re~

celving pay for his services. All the work of adminis-
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tration 1s carried on through his office, consequently
his personal influence is necessarily great,
Correspondence requires much of the secretary's
time, as some two thousand letters and cards are written
each years A'oaretul check of all eligibility reports
and player record sheets requires much careful and de=~
tailed work. The handling of details for twelve dlstrict
tournaments and the state tournament is under the direc~

tion of the secretary. The publication and mailing of
approximately five hundred coples of bulletins consumes

the remaining time of the secretary.
I1I, PINANCIAL PROCEDURE

With the formation of the Association in 1926, the
office of the treasurer was combined with that of the
secretary, bué the present organization maintains a sep=-
arate office of treasurser which has been occupied by the
same man, G. W. Smith of Bristow, Oklahome, since the
current plan was originated in 194li. In genecal, the
secretary collects all fees and the treasurer merely acts
&s a disbursing agent upon the order of the Board of Con~-

trol.,

Sources of revenue., The secretary's finaneial re-

port for the school year 19,7-1948 indicates the various
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sources of revenue: (1) membership dues, (2) flnes, and

(3) tournament receipts. Membership dues are ten dollars
annually for all members. PFPrior to 1946,under the revised
constitution the schools participasting in only one sport paid

seven dollars and fifty cents and those partliclpating in more

than one sport pald ten dollara, The smount received from

fines assessed various schools for breach of contract var-
ies from year to year, but seldom amounts to more than
twenty-five dollars, The state tournament provides another
source of funds through sntry feeé and twenty-~five per cent
of the net receipts.2
The Agsociation receives no funds from district
tournaments. These tournaments are operated by the re-
spective districts, but are under the rules and regulations

of the Association.

Alloeation of funds. The salary of the secretary,
all office expense, ineluding the mimeographiﬁg of the
Association's bulletin, and expenses and mileage for the
Board of Control, president, and secretary are paid from
the general operating fund of the Association. The As-

soclation pays for the trophles and one-half of the ex~

ﬁ»Minutes of the Amnual Meeting of the Negro Okla-

homa Interscholastic Athletic Assoclation, Muskogese,
Cklahome, December, 1945, p. 5.
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penses of the offieclals for the state basketball tourna-

ment ¢
IV. ATHLETIC AND EDUCATIONAL POLICIES

The officers of the Association have been well a-
ware of the necessity for being pupil-minded in determin-
ing the Assoclation's policy and state-minded in dealing
with the many problems. Mr., Joe Doster states:

In making rules; schedules, and handling protests

as well as other matters that arise in the associa~

tion to be decided, the interest, health and educa~
tion of the pupils'ghould be uppermost in the minds

of those concerned,
The efforts to follow the aforementioned policies
have taken two parallel courses, one dealing with the
physical education process and the other with the use of

interscholastic competition as & motivating influence in

the more purely academic and moral features of the educ~-

ational process,

Athletic policies. The Association has sought to
guard against the abuse of athletics in any way that
might become harmful to the physlcal welfare of the par-
ticipants, The rule limiting the age of participants te

§AJ. 0, Doster, president of the Negro Coaches and
Officials' Association, letter to members of the Negro -
Okiahoma Interscholastic Athletle Association, November,
1947,
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twenty~two years (although thils seems to be very high) is
designed to prevent the possibility of adolescents being
placed in competition with persons of mature ages; the
strong discouragement of any professionalism tends to the
same end, The strict enforcement of recruiting, migra-
tion, scholarship, and attendance regulations is condu-
cive to improved school work.

The Oklahoma High School Inspection Division has
one athletic standard as a requirement for high school ac-
crediting:

The program of extrawcurricula actlvitlies should
be organized and administered so as to contribute to
one or more of the cardinal objectlives of secondary
education. Questicnable practices in interscholastie
athletic contests and one sided and unbalanced scti=

vity programs shall be considered sufficient cause
for not acecrediting & school system.

Educational policies. The problem of correlating

athletics with the academig and moral phases of education
is duly recognized by the Association, The requirements
for a definite standard of scholarship and attendance
have existed from the early formation of the organizae-

tion, In regard to moral and ethical phases of athletics

4 Oklahoma State Department of Education,

School Accrediting Regulations, Oklahoma City, OkTahoma,
Aprll, 1948, pe 25,
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the Assoclation officlals have recognized the fact that
leadership here is largely a matter of personal influence
on the part of the administration,

Although the Assoclation has shown progress under
the present organization, it is the opinion of the writer
that a clearly defined set of educational policiles would
add not only to the effectiveness of the Association in

its control of athletics but would meke it a dynamic

force in helping to mold character, high ideals, and cit-

~ 1zenshlp in those athletes who would be touched by its

influences These results would naturally come about only
if the policies formulated were followed to the letter.
During the exlstence of the Association, too many in-
stances of deliberate diéregard for rules, regul#tiona,
and policles have been noted, This practice should and
must be completely eliminated if the organization is to
malke ité full contribution to the Negro youth of Okla-
homa .

The writer feela that the assoclation should put
forth every effort to select the men best available fof
officers of the Assoclation. This has been done in most
cases but in other cases the Association has made ser-
ious mistakes in its selections.

The writer would also recommend a full-time execu-
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tive secretary, This would give him more time to check
eliglibility sheets, player record sheets and other rou=
tine work connected with the office. It 1s only natural
that with more time a better and more thorough job would
be accomplished, This would automatically reduce the num=

ber of rule infractions by membership schools,







CHAPTER VIII

SUMMARY, CONCLUSIONS, AND RECOMMENDATIONS

This investigation has been concerned primarily
with the record of important events marking the origin
and development of the Negro Oklahoma Interscholastic
Athletic Association, 1In & sense it has been a story of
Negro athleties in the state, but due to the fact Ehat
only a part of such activities has been under the control
of the Assoclation, it has seemed best to confine the

study to that body and to 1ts manner of operation,
I, SUMMARY

The foregoing chapters have dealt flrst with an
introduction and the reasonsg for which the study was
made, Thlis was followed by an examination of the types
of athletic organizations as they are exemplified in
colleges and interscholastic associations in other
states. Comparisons anﬁ evaluations were made among
these associations. The formation and early history of
the Negro Oklahoma Interscholastic Athletic Association
was then noted, with special emphasis being placed upon
the influence of Langston University and the Oklahoma
High School Athletlc Assoclation. - A digest of the cone="
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stitution and rules followed with attentlon directed to

the officers, amendments, age, residence and migration,
and tournaments and meets, Next was an account of the
history of the Agsociation from 1930-1940, followed by
the history of the period 1940+198, This latter period
brought with 1t problems caused by the war, Chapter VII
was confined to the enumeration of the powers, dutles,
and policies of the Assoclatlon, including a dlscussion
of the financial aspectss The present chapter presents
the salient features comnected with the above discus=

sions,
II. CONCLUSIONS

In reference to the founding and early hilstory of
the.Asaociation,~five outstanding features have been ob-
served, First, the motives and principles giving rise to
the organization were sound; second, the small membership
and lack of adequate ftnanées in its early days made the
Agsociation's influence less than might have been desiredj
third, the ability of the organization to grow was a fac~-
tor determined by the abllity of the secretary to formu=
late and direct 1ts policles., In addition to this, the
fallure of the Association officials to keep adequate rec= -

ords of business transacted had a tendency to delay the
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early development of the organlization, Finally, the
practices and policies exemplified by the Association in
the past decade has lent lmpetus tc the development of
sounder and better standardized organizations in neigh-
boring states,

The most noteworthy change in the asssoclation dur-
ing the past decade has been the separation of the office
of secretary-treasurer, Many unpleasant situations and
accusations have been eliminated since this action was
taken,

Since 1930 special emphasis has been placed upon
the encouragement of scholarship and sportsmanship, In
the making of the rules much effort has been made to
guard the health of the students. The finsncial program
is at present adequate to the needs arising from a proper
outlay for administration, and, since the organization is

not a commercial one, this would seem sufficient.

III, RECOMMENDATIONS

Having in mind the maferial developed in previous
chapters; the 1nveatigatof, as one connected with the or-
ganization for fifteen years, would respectfully submit
the following suggestions for thanges which would no

doubt increase the efficiency of the organization:
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The pssoclation's constitution should be rewrit=
tens The points covered in the instrument are extensive
enough, but with better construction would enable the
reader to interpret the rules more easily,

The imposition of penalties for rule infractions
often falls of the desired effect, Unless the offending
school has won a championship of some type, the threat
of such penalties as may at present be employed is large-
ly ineffective, Due to the fact that the administration
of athletics in the schools rests directly upon the high
school principals, it seems to the writer that this
school off'icial should answer personally to the pssocia=
tion and to the State Department of Education for his
schools! violation of rules and regulatlons over which he
has control, The threat of an officisl reprimand for

flegrant viclations, or some other penalty prescribed by

the state, would seem a more effective remedy than the
imposition of penalties on the student body and citizens
of the community.

-Ths typical high school student graduates at the
age of eighteen; which indicates that the student come
pleted high school in four years., In order to provide
for this normal group, which far out.numbers the over-age
students; a lowering of the present twenty-two year age

limit to twenty is recommended. This recommendation, if







accepted, would provide an athletic program for the large
group of students rather than the small group of over-age
pupils,

In order to protect their health and to prevent
many injuries to football players, the writer would rec=-
ommend limiting the number of football games to eight for
the "C" division Qchools and ten gemes for the "Big Six",
”A"; and "B" divisions, These numbers would be exclusive
of any championship play-offs ordered by the Board of
Control,

The investigator would further recommend that the
A ggoelation sponsor an annual baseball tournament to de-
clde the championship, with all members participating on
the same basis,

Since the beginning of the Negro Oklahoma Inter-
scholastic Association, wherever coaches and prineipals
met there was a discussion pertaining to the maximum age
limit for athletes in theA ssociation, but the question
of a minimm age for participation has evidently never
been mentioned, Over a course of fifteen years the writ=-
er has had occnsioﬁ to observe contests, football games
in particular, in which men twenty-one and twenty-two
years of age were competing against boys not more than
thirteen or fourteen years old. There can be no question

as to the inequality of competition in contests of this







kind, For the sake of eliminating, to a certain degree,
this kind of unfalr competition, in addition to the pro-
tection of the health of immature boys, the investigator
would recormend that the minimum age for athletic parti-
cipation in the Negro Oklahoma Interscholastic Athletilec

Assoclation be fifteen, Exceptlions could be made by the
submission by the athlete of a signed statement from his
parents and family physician stating thet his participa-
tion was approved and in their opinion he was physically

capable of competing with boys much older and much more

mature ¢
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APPENDIX
THE OKLAHOMA INTERSCHOLASTIC ATHLETIC ASSOCIATION
Article I--Name

The neme of this organizatlion shall be the Okla=
homa Interscholastic Athletic Association,

Article II--Object

The object of this association shall be the ad-
vancement of athletles in the HNegro high schools of the
state of Oklahoma,

Article IIl--Officers

Section I; The officers of the mssociation shall be a
president, vice president, secretary and treasurer, who
shall be elected at the annual meeting of the assccila-
tion,

Section Il1. The Board of Control. A Board of Control
of three (3) members, none of whom shall be & coach,
shall be established.

There shall be also elected an alternate elected
each year at the annual meeting to serve only in case of
vacancy declared by the president.

The Board of Control shall be elected at the
first meeting of the association for a term of three (3)
years; one for two (2); one for (1) year., Thereafter,
one member shall be elected annually for a term of three
(3) years.

Article IV--Duties of Officers

Section I, The President, The President shall preside
at the meeting of the association, He shall keep in-
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formed of all the activities of the association., He
shall £ill all vacancles by appointment from the member-
ship of the assoclation, He shall perform such other
dutlies as the By-Laws may frem time to time assign him,

Section II, The Vice President, In the absence of the
president, the vice president shall perform the duties
of the president. : : !

Section III, The Secretary. The Secretary shall keep &
record of the proceedings of the assoclation. He shall
be the custodian of a2ll documents belonging to the as~-
sociation, He shall give notice of the annual meetings
and conduct all correspondence.  He shall recelve all
funds of the association and transfer all funds and
itemized statements to the treasurer and receive an of-
ficial receipt for the seme, He shall order the treas=
urer to pay all bllls of the association certified by

the president, He shall receive a copy of all complaints,
protests, declsions and general rulings of the Board of
Control and shall keep a record of all decisions of the
Board of Control and of petitions for the annual meet=
ing., He shall furnish all membership schools with
printed matter as follows: Coples of the constitution,
contract forms for contests, a list of the association
membership schools, sald list to be mailed to each mem~-
bership school not later than the 15th day of Oectober of
each year., He shall kesep a record of all eligible A
participants of all contests sponsored by the association.
He shall require that<ns1:XMLFault xmlns:ns1="http://cxf.apache.org/bindings/xformat"><ns1:faultstring xmlns:ns1="http://cxf.apache.org/bindings/xformat">java.lang.OutOfMemoryError: Java heap space</ns1:faultstring></ns1:XMLFault>