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PREFACE

The purpose of this thesls is to give a comprehensive
but not too detalled account of the history of cotton produc~
tion in the middle Brazos valley, in Texas. Very little
printed source material could be found which dealt with this
particuler region. HMost of the material, therefore, came
from Interviews with members of ploneer famlilies whose an-
cestors were among the earllest settlers in this part of
Texas.

The gathering of the material proved to be very in-
teresting, as first hand sceounts of the earliest hlct'ovfpt'
the state are fast dlsappearing. It must be mﬁm
seventy-five yesars sgo most of central Texas was atill a
wilderness. A T
the faet that the 1ife of the writer has been spent within
twenty miles of the Brazos; 1t 1s hoped that some of the
flavor, atmosphere, and traditlions of the plsce will per-
meate the followlng pages.

The author wishes to express his appreciation to
several people who have been of help to him in the prepara-
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tion of this thesis. Dr. Marion Dergen, professor of history,
University of Hew llexico, was a source of inspiretion in
connection with several courses of history. Ir. Vernon G.
Sorrell, professor of economics and hesd of the department
of economlcs and business administration, University of
Hew Mexlco, and Dr. Louls K. Koontz, asscclate professor
of history, University of Celifornia at Los Angeles were
both very helpful with constructive criticism. Mary Lee,
English teacher in Rosebud High School, Rosebud, Texas,
rendered valuable assistance in the matter of organization
and correct form for the thesls. There are many others who
helped unselfishly, the more importent ones being listed in
the bibliography.

Especially does the author wish to scknowledge his
gratitude to Lansing B. Bloom, associate professor of his-
tory, University of New HMexico, for his wise counsel and
his patience in connection with the writing of thia thesis.
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CHAPTER I
GEOGRAPHICAL FEATURES AND POLITICAL HISTORY

The average reader and student of Texas history pays
a great deal of attentlon to the more romantic features. By
this 18 mweant the glamour of the great cattle industry, the
irmense wealth to be found in ol1l, and the challenge given
to the imsgination by the grand scale on which nsture made
the state. However, it mmst be remembered that the same
prosaiec pattern of life that marked the first settlers’
careers in the states from which they came influenced thelr
1ife in Texas.

¥ost of the first settlers ceme from the older
southern states where the production of cotton and tobacoo
had been the chief industries. 4 large number of these
people abendoned the restrlicted and laborlous life of the
cotton producer when they roached Texas. There wag plenty
of wild game and free grassland, so a pateh of corn and a
few cattle made an easy existence.

But people with more resources, such as money end
slaves, soon came and started the production of cotton with
much the same conditions they had experienced in their for-
mer homes.

The ma jorlity of slave owners began growing cotton
on the rich bottom lends of rivers such as the Nississippi.







2
Therefore, when they came to Texas, 1t was only nstural that
the first planterse would take the river bottoms. So the
rather commonplace production of cotton, when compared to the
excltement of cattle raising, has played s most prominent
part In the development of Texas.

Although the subject deals with the middle seetion of
the Prazos river, 1t will not be amiss to give a general
description of the river and the terrain through which it
travels. Attention centers upon the history of cotton cul-
ture between the towns of Weco and Hemrme, while the first
cotton produced on the Bragos was much nearer the Gulf of
Mexico, of which more will be fold later. The sccompanying
map (page 3) shows the entire reglon discussed in this
thesis. The followlng deseription of the Prazos river is in
order: : k

The Brazos River, which was nns »d Bragos-

de-Diosz, is one of the largest ri  Texeg. It
is formed by the functlion of the & mnd Salt

forits in Young County, onee known as the Staked
Platn, m»«:;au 340, It

Gulf of Mexico, between Quintana snd Velaseo, 40

miles west southwest of Galveston. It 1s navigabls
by | _ 305 mi1

mouth. Among the towns on 1ts banks the chief is
¥aco, about half-way from its mouth, now an important
rallvay center. The ogtton plantations on the Brazos
are highly productive.

1 M (New York: Eneyclopedis
hmericana Corpors ’ » v. IV, p. 444
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The portion of the Bragos between Waco and Hearne
flows through what is known ag the black-land region of Texas.
However, the river and its valley here are asbout the same as
they are for fifty miles in either direction from the above
towne. The river velley begins to widen at Waco and varies
from slx to ten miles in width. The Bosque River and the
Little River are the only large streams entering the Brazos
in this reglon. There are some high bluffs near Waceo.
Among the large trees which are native to the region are the
oalt, pecan, cottonwood, sycamore, and elm. The soll is an
acowmlatlon of overflows md is & rich red loms with a&n al-
most Inexhanstible amount of plant muterisl.

The Brazos ls subject to heavy overflows, and millions
of dollars in products snd hunédreds of llves have been lost
becsuse of them. In the area coversd by this study one of
the most destruetive was the flood in September, 1913 At
ell points the river reached the highwater mark of modern
times end swept away live stock, crops, m.'km.m
practically everything that stood in its path. mm:-
once sew an old negro msn whose fingers were permenently
bent inwerd from elinging to s tree through several days and
nights of this flood. The only flood the suthor has seen
on the Brazeos was the one In Ceotober of 1918, when the river

was six miles wide at NMerlin, Texas.
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After each flood there are considerable resdjustments
in lendé ownerships, as some of the planters are not sble to
survive the losses incurred. A large number of the earliier
plantation owners saveéd thelr profits against a flood year,
but not many modem owners do this.

fnyone who has lived near the Brazos or has seen one
of ite floods will realize the wonderful potentialities in-
volved In the present reclemetion project sponsored by the
Federal snd State govermments. It Involves the bullding of
several large lood control dams om the upper reaches -of
the river mnd on its prineipsl tributaries, the Little, the
San Gsbriel, and the Navasota. Uhen this program is com-
pleted, 1t will no doubt double or triple the present value
of the land in the Bragos valley and make 1t one of the
richest sections in the state.

inother characteristic of this river is its constantly
the river becanse of being undermined at elther end. The
largest concrete bridge ever constructed by the Texss State
mmmewmﬁm st Waco. One end of this
bridge was almost undermined In Jeptember, 1936. A large
bridge near Narlin once fell in whils being repalred, and
several people, 1including the mayor of Herlin, were Growmed.
A large bridge jJust south of Marlin has fallen in within the
last two yemrs beceuse of the ceving of the river banks.







&
The Intermational and Creat Northern Railroasd, which paral-
lels the river from Harlin to Hearne, has had to change the
course of its track geveral times to aeeMte the shifting
river. Another evidence of the changing course through the
centuries 1s the fact that large gravel beds ere founéd in

‘all parts of the valley. This gravel has been used commer-

clally in all sections for bullding highwsys end as ballast
on réllroads. Guicksand is found freguently, and many
storles are told of cattle and men who became mired and met
death from the sucking sand. In fact some early cattlemen
kept one or two eamployees whose sole duty it was to ride the
river benke and rescue cattle from the gquicksand.

The Bragzos valley alomg the middle section produces a
variety of crops besides cotton The soll and elimstic con-
ditions are adapted to & wide group of plants, and the rein-
fall 1s abundmt for ordinary farwming purposes. Some of the
above-mentionsd productes are 'alfalfa, corn, osts, sorghum
&nd Fafflir corn, ani many kinds of vegetables snd frults.

Something of the history of how cotton first came to
Texes 1s tolé in the following quotation:

More than e hundred ago a riding pony end s

bolt of domeatie cloth in exchenge for a
league of land sealed sn epoch which was destined to
determine the wealth of Texas.

Acecording to historians, s plonser the name of

Jared E. Groce entered Taxas in 182)1 with one hundred
negro slaves and a limited smount of cotton seed. By

Stephen F. Austin's colonial land grant, Groce wes
entitlied to eighty seres of land for each slave intro-
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duced in addition to the acreage granted to himself
end each member of his family; and before a season
had passed, this ploneer established snd cultivated
the first plantation in the history of Texas. Hias
strange barter brought him an entire league of land,
whereon the town of % Texas, now stands.

In 1825 Colonel Groce t & cotton gin on the
banks of the Hrazos at his home, "Groce's Retreat,”
and this was the first gin In Texas. The near year
the Austins bullt one on the west side of the
Brazos river, at about tem miles above Columbia.
This was burned and the plage has been known ever
since ag "Burnt Gin Place”.

The story of early cotton production in Texas is con-
tinued in the next quotation.

2 3. X. Oglesby, . "--And So Cotton Came to Texss,”
Ferm and Benels, ¥ 46 (October 29, 1927), p. 2.







oniste, June §, 1824, stated that cotton was the
prineipal crop which was to reaise them from poverty.
Again in a memorial to the legislature, December
22, le24, he asked that his colonists be promm
againat forelgn indebtedness, end remarked:--" th.y
will however be able by cultivating cotton to
all of their debts if time is given them--."
another occasion Austin makes the ronn.‘mg recopmen-
dation to Governor Rafael Gonsales: but
foreign commerce, psrticularly by the ation of
cotton to Europe, omearhhtbomumuofthh
section of the stete." J. E. B. and Stephen F.
Auatin, in a letter to Emily M. Perry, Jume 15, 1826,
write: "Our crops are very promi this sesson.
Considerable cotton will be made which '111 bc in-
ferior to none made in any part of the U. S.
Another letter fyom stqmm F. Austin to hh slater,
Emily M. Perry, under date of August 21, 183 , from
San ?iwmsiwtx ct:too: "Our mto:h:a of
superior uces very well, umgo
h-i@t of cotton on bottom lands is 9 to 128 £

mu- generally 2,500 to 35,000 m to tho
acre.”

Adai mmzm on the esarly mmm of

cotm& uwmuya'mm slhport
On Texas," M m m,

states that m
tothobﬂ.om

Bragos. In this &mmm
cottmgmaﬁthu-mpmam'

As can be geen by the above statements, the first
cotton plantations slong the Bragos were near the town of
Washington. The life on these plantations was somewhat
similsr to that along the middle Bragos st & later date.
The following excerpt glves us an 1dea as to what the ear-
liest cotton plantation life was like:

’ '501‘. P. Gabbard u(:g H B. no:él"Ootton Production in
exas G exas Agricultural Experiment
Stat 15:;,%%) = .







Most of the negroes had been brought by
from Alabama A man was worth from & thou to
twelve hundred dollara, and a womsn from eight
bundred to a thousand dollars. Life on the plan-
tation was well organized and systemetic, meking
for the comfort welfare of all without over-
burdening a single worker. There was a negress who
cooked and another who sewed. There was @ negro
milker and & negro gardener. A4 1l had the mak-
ing of beds in the big house, snother had the
very specisl job of "shoolng out flles"--as the
window screen was not yet invented.

These negroes were proud of their "white-folks."
If perchance one should merry over into snother
S g gt g o
t did not wvisit

five or more were » the negroes making a
holiday of it. Hams snd becon were hmng in the big
§:‘;¢..a.m» ‘m g rer T g

mede s from thread, dyed with the Julce
of netive trees

in W ; B. Cv, m cleim for this smounting to
$45,000, et the presemt dsy. When, on sceount of
these trips, the coffee becams scarce, okra
would be pa andl mixed with ft. Vheat flour was
only for use. On week-days it was corn-meal

cakes. However, there were plenty of chickens,

turkeys, and the 1like; while In the orchards grew
peaches, plums, flgs, snd other fruits. There was
never really any want. Corn went to the neighbor-
ing mill every Saturdsy. 7Then would gather at the
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smoke-house representatives from each slave family
to recelve 1lts portion of meal, bacon, snd molagses.

There was no corner grocery to run to when out of
goap. Sosap had to e home-made. Wood ashes con-
tained In & V-shaped hopg:r were soaked with water,
?‘g‘g@k aripp wers bolled up. To these were

tallow; then the whole was bolled wntil it
would jell. The result was soap, which, to the
least, was ing. Blueing was meade fron
indigo plant, end starch was made by sosking in water
corn thet was a little overripe.

Eatables pecullear To plantation life included
bacon and greens cooked to and called "pot-
liguor,” which went well with corn-bread and p
of molasses. 'M: was mtho:lm, made wi
corn-bread brought to a liguor wi t-pork.

The plentutlon’s houses were constructed of tim-
ber, cut from its broad acres. Those bullt of red
cedar and of walmut lasted msny long yesrs. The
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more liberal iﬂ tholr views, and permitted mmsie,
cing, and cards.

The reader 1ls now presented with a more detalled his-
tory of cotton plenting along the portiom of the Prasos
covered by this study. To the very first people who came
to thls section, the river Bottom presented a besutiful
plcture of nature in one of 1its wildest states. There were
many types of vegetation, ineluding trees already mentioned:
and many thonsands of scres were covered with tall reeds.
The reeds snd cans brakes were the cover for wild snimals,
ineluding vear, wildecat, fox, and wolf. The bulffalo and
deer rosmed st will, and the river itself was teeming with
fish-~smong others the catfish, buffalo, end perch, The

Bragos bottom was originally a veritable Metm
for the hunter and fishermen, and its rich soil attracted

the attemtion of colonists iInterested in agriculture.
Let uwa read the socount glven of the original sppear-
muofkheﬁ!nﬁ.htﬁuwlcm,_m,wmn‘u -
first white men to see 1t:
Hr. Harlin got down from his and cut the
(buffelo's) out =nd tled it to his seddle,
before lesvl

and on we went the station. But
the spot where the buffelo fell we took a view of







country. Ve were on one of two high

h.nls that overlook the Brazos valley. Far above
the trees of the vale our vision was unobstructed
for miles and mileg; far below us in the fertile

valley hundreds, and perhaps thousands, of buffalo
were lazily f , up to thelr sides in wild rye
and other lumarilan gruus, pot knowling that the
white man was invading thelr country and that the
advmccgunamotheulmnng down on them as
they were feeding so lelsurely in their solitude.
Little did they know that that same rece would be
atnmtmmrumtmmmm“et
thelr extinetion; that by the deadly ecrack of thelr
riflossthey would be swept from the face of the
earth

A summery of the earliest settlements along the gen-
tral portion of the Brazos suggests itself at this point.

This entire region was first organized eas Kllam
County, but several counties were later carved out of this
territory. The present day countiez with which we are
concerned are Milam, Nobertson, Fells, and McLemnan.

The history of Mllam County :m:hﬁth thi em-~

remy (ohioto! "Sonts AREHEREEE ST R
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Robertson's rights to mmke grants of land to the set-
tlers were taken away from him on two later occasions, and
finelly were given to Austin and ¥Willlams. However, Robert-
son's colonists retained thelr lend and titles.

The ¥ilam territory was first known ss Viesca
{from the last governor of Texas snd Coabuils)
mdthotonetﬂommtmmﬁodatthohlh
of the Brazos (in Falls Coumty). On December
27, 1855, the Texms provisional government de-
crudtht'thoemutmrahofmm
river of the Nashville ;4 kmown
by the name of Viesca,"  be ed to the
neme of Milam, and the name of the icipalil
mmww In 1837 this -

ity was changed to Hilsm County, one of the

or countles. On December 14, 1837,
M1lam wasg divided to create Robertson
cm%:dnmlmiunnhtum
from . mmmmncm
limits since 1850.

Cottm was first planted in Milem County along the

Bnmatthseldbonormwim.e

Attention centers now on the history of Robertson
County. ‘

Robert County was nsmed f mw
Stwlmawmmmn&immm
g lented In this end adjoiming counties, prinecipal-

n::‘ormm m&mmr
ovested by the At of Devesber 14, 1807, sitested

7 B. B. Paddock, & History of Central snd Westera
Texas, vol. II, p. ua.

® Information secured by interview with W. 8. Allen,
ploneer of Calvert, Texas. Born in Nflam County in 1856,
la‘ot.q H. Aummmmmwmumm
9.







between the Pragzos and Trinity rivers, from the
San Antonio road to the north of the Cross
Timbers, including several countles formed at &
later date.

Since the muilding of the Houston and Texas
Central Rallroasd, soon after the Civil War, this
county has been one of the centers of cotton
production. This is one of the few countles In
which the negro population has increased as
rapldly as the white.
is almost & continuous p : : -
hundrodagof small plots cultivated by negro
tenante.

The 1ife slong the portion of the Erazos in Robert-
son County is today more typleal of the ente-ballum plen-
tation 1ife then sny other section in Central Texas. In
Falls and NcLesmen Counties the ferms are smaller esnd are
worked chiefly by "day labor” or by the m of the

owmer.

A student of history cmm ride through the river
bottom in tMls county snd emsiily mmtau tn the imagin-
ation how it looked prior to the Oivil Wer. The long rows
otmmhwmmi;um«twﬁommhm
slave cebins; and most of the mmmw
dant e of slaves snd heve made wery little progress In regard

to eduecstion and general improwement. "A Brazos bottom
negro” 1is » term of contempt wsed by negroes on the sur-
rowmnding uplands.

® B B. Padadoeck, A Histtory of Centrel md Western
Texas, vol. II, p. 645.







The territory surrounding Hearne was the first to
be planted in cotton in Hobertson County. Some of the
earliest plenters were: Charlie lewls, Horatio Hearne
(for whom the town was nmmed), Lewis W. Carr, R. J. White,
Buck Watts, Edwin ¥ilson, and Charless G. Wood.

Charles G. Wood came to Hearme about 1886 snd was a
convict sergeant for a Puck Wabts, who owned a thousand
acres between Hearne and Mumford. ILater Charles Wood be-
came Watts' partner snd meneged the pluntation.

Charles G. Wood pald twenty-five dollsrs en acre for
his first farm, end the first cotton crop paid for the land.
At hile death he owned sbout thirty-two mmdred scres, and
hig son, Fred L. Wood, now farme about twenty-two hundred

An interesting projeet of the early cotton planters
near Hearne was & privete rallroad to mewmmm
of the Bottem. It was called the Hemrne and Brazos Valley
Fallroed end had & espltal stoeck of $50,000, all contributed
by nesrby plantetion owners. It was neerly twenty miles
long. Most of this railroed wes built by convict lsbor, and
the roadbed was constructed with hend shovels. It was later

10 rformation secured by interview with J. Feltom
Lane, politicslly known as "The Tall re of the Prasos”,

and publisher of the Hearnme Democrat s 1912.

11 Information secured by interview with Fred L. Wood,
plantation owner of Hearme and son of Charles G. Wood, a
ploneer in this section.







sold to the Southern Pacific rellrcad system.

£y the present time the Southern Pacific and the
Internationel snd Great Northern rellroeds heve two sets
of tracks each that serve the Bottom near Hearne. The
town ie partly supported by railrcad shops as well as by
& large cotton seed o4l mill end several gins.

Two of the oldest cotton centers in Robertson
County were Old Sterling (nemed for Sterling C. Robertsen,
the empresario) emd mm.n 01d 8terling was between
Calvert and the river; snd when the Houston end Texss Cen-
tral reilroad roached Calvert, the town of Sterling gra-
dually dlssppeared until todsy nothing remains except & fow
old ruins. :

Some of the earliest cotton planters at 01d Sterling
and nesr Calvert were: Robert Calvert (who gave the town
ite neme), Reuben Anderson, C. O. Bartlett, and a msn by
B111; their childven snd grandehfildren now 1ive in Celvert
and control land firet purchased by Reuben Anderson.

To trace the deeds of titlle to some of the plenta-
tions In thle sectlion is to recalll that pert of history in
which Texas was « part of Mexico. Not far from Calvert

12 mromution secured by interview with W. S Allen,
ploneer of Calvert, Texas, concerning the early history of
the Calvert ares. ’
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was & league of land that was secured as a grant, from the
lHexican state of Coalmlle snd Texas, by Jesse Webb in 1834.
At the death of Jesse Webb hils helirs sold the estate, and
L. L. Webb, his son, sold to Robert Calvert two hundred end
elghteen ceres for six hundred dollars In July, 18556. These
facts were ascertalned at Ben C. Love's abstract office in
Franklin, the county seat of Nobertson Coumty.

Host of the land purchesed by original cotton planters
in this entire section cost them about two and one-half
dollara an acre, and the first orop usually paid for the
investment. That 1s quite & comtrast to the prasent, for
&t ths current price of fifty to one hundred dollars an

acre, depending on location, 1t might teke twenty years to
wrormmmam',wmﬁwsmume
is 80 small. '

From 1876 to past 1900, Galvert was the most impor-
tmthmhrMmhm!'m This was

the nw«rmmmm Labor mnd 1living
expenges ware chesp In general compared with the price re-
colved for cotbtom, 8o the margin of profit wes great. Then,
co, the land was still highly productive, as 1t made a dale
or a bale snd a half of seed cotiton an acre. This was a
period (1875 to 1900) when many planters built fine homes
in Calvert and entertained amd tiraveled in much the same
manner as the ante-bellum planters in the older states. Now







is

many of the plantations are hesvily involved In debt, caus-
Ing the homes to he neglected and rundown. Although there
has never been a widespread soclel distinetion in Texas be-
tween the planteras, the poor whites, and the negroes as in
the older southern statesg, the closest approximation was in
the towns of the Braszoes botttom during thils pariod.

In 1882 Calvert recelved thirty thousand bales of
cotton from three surroundiing counties, and now a good
vear's receipts are around alx thousand bales. Tids 1a
partly explained by the fact thet the towmn does not now
receive cotton from as great a dlstance as them, but 1t is
chiefly 4ue to the decresamd yleld of the land caused by
the continuous plamting of cotton. -

As wes true of sll the other BHottom towms, cotton B
was heuled to Houston by oxen snd mmles prior to the com- .
ing of the Houston and Texms Central rallroad to Calvert
in 1869. The roads were extremely diffieult md "bogsy"
in wet weathor, amd 1t has Dbem sald that enough oxen have
been killed freighting cotiton fyom Central Texus to Eouston
to pay for mllding the first twenty-five miles of the
Fouston and Texas Central railroad. The Internstlional and
Great FNorthern Rallroad bLufilt a road In 1900 between Cal-
vert and the river, snd & spur was bullt to the town.

One of Calvert's womt interesting features is s gin
that was onee the largest In the world and was so featured







in the pgeographies used in Texas schools. Colonel J. H.
Gibzon first bullt thie glinm in 1875, and at first it had
only two steands. Later it had twenty stands and could gin
four bales st once with a daily output of one hundred and
fifty bales. It 1z nmow & min and cotton oll mill and is
operated by the descendantas of Colomel Gibson.

Calvert 1s one of the few towns in Texas with a
larger negro population than white, and a mumber of the
stores and shops are omed and opereted Ly negroes--which
fact 1s also unusual in Texas. The main business street
has an old mné time-mellowed appesrsnce, and the conbrast
between the megro shanties across the tracks and the
colonial homes of the plantiers mekes thls town e rather
striking place to visit. |
Fslls County is the next seetlon to be dlscussed.

The first cotton iIn this county was planted at the
falls along the Bragos River, but very little was planted
14
prior to the Civil Vayr.

15 5. B. Paddock, & History of Central md Westem
Texas, vol. II, p. 7286.

14 mrormetion secured by interview with Harjorie
Rogers, wrlier of Falls Coumbty history, Marlin, Texas.
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Merjoric Rogers, & luwyer in Marlin, the county seat
of Falls County, has writtem meany articles on the early
history of Falls County that have sppeared in the Dallas
Hews and in periodlcals. The muthor iz Indebted to her for
the following iInformation.

The first years of the 1850's witnessed a new influx
of settlers to Falls County of a different type from those
who had previcusly come. There were a large mmber of landed
and wealthy slave holders. Among them may be mentioned
General Shields, who located on about three thousand acres
around "The Point"; Churehill Jones, sbout the falls:
Colenel Eezee, on the river; and the Billingsleys. A good
many of these eotton planters brought their slaves to Fells
County on acsount of the current agitstion over the slave
question. They thought thet 1f slavery wee abolished in the
01d South, perheps it would mu done sway with in Texas
or thet probably they could move on to Mexiso.

The perfod of the 0ivil War witnessed a grest influx
of refugees with lsrge bands of slaves. At the close of
‘that eonflict meny left the county for Indian Territory in
@xpectation of retaining their slaves. When this hope
proved vain mogt of them returned to Texas.

The town of Harlin om the edge of the Bottom is
TFalls County'e chief cottom center. The Harlin Cotton Seed
011 M1ll was bullt there im 1892 with & capital stock of
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one hundred thoussnd dollars.
MeLennan County, the richest and probably most widely
kmown in our guartet of coumties, is the last to be consldered.

McLennan County was created by aet of the legls-
lature, Januery 22, 1850. On the maps of that od
the only point designated in this vicinity was Waco
village, which for yemrs had been a rendezvous of the
¥ago and affiliated Indian tribes. Remains of Indian
houses, burial grounds, sand fortificetions were saild
to exiat in Waco a&s late as 1872, in the vieinity
lying north of Austin Street. The Indlan hostilitles,
which began with the Texas revolution and which nesrly
depopulsted the settlements along the Bragos, hindered
the settlement of this on, and it was only after
Texus entered the Union nt edegquate protection was
afforded and immigreatiom made headwey.

An item in the "Texams Telegraph” of March 1, 184e,
states that Waco village was sbout to be settled by
whites under the leader-ship of Ceptain Ross. This was
wzntha first systemstic mov of white
settlers into this terrmitory. Ome of the e
was Richard Coke, later governor of Texas and ted

meny
and worked by slave labwor.

During the Civil War machinery for a cotton factory
in Waco was brought from England through Nexieo, and
Waco stlll has a large cotton factory on the east side
of the Brazos. This is the only cotton factory along
the central portion of the Brazos.

Waco iz in the heart of the most productive farming
lands of the state. Within a redius of one '
miles, with Waco as & ccenter, nearly two million ,
reside, end on sccount of the , rallroad facil-
ities, the statement of'ten publ that two million
people can reach Waco In four hours' time 1s literally







true. In this same radius two-thirds of the output
of the entire cotton Supply of e WorLe i prodused
D400 Vedes AT Gilhen St 3l T LT e
Aceording to Joe Goddard, who is now county surveyor
of Melennun County, some of the earliest settlers who
planted cotton on the Bragos 1n this county were W. W.
Downs, Jemes M. Warner, snd Davis Curley. These men
settled on the west side of the river south of Waeco. North
of Weeo Jolm Stelnbech had a farm with a large cotton gin
mear the mouth of the Bosque River. Hls plsce was known as
Steinbech Bend. Ade Rose had a MQt!.on in the fork mede
by the Bom lnd Brazos.
There were no cotton farms sbove Waco prior to the
Civil Var and not memy slaves below Waeo. Nost of the first
cotton farms In NeLemnam County were established on the west
slde of the river, as the type of eolonists who settled on
the east slds were restless snd Intarested in the cattle
business. 3

15 5. B. Paadock, 3 Jstory of Centrel d Vestern

Texas, vol. II, pp. 772-77







CHAPTER II

PREPARATION OF LAND, AND THE CULTIVATING AND
HARVESTING OF COTTON

The difference between an efficlent and an ineffi-
clent cotiton grower lies clhiefly in his Judgment ss to
when and how to cultivate ithe crop. This dlscussion
divides 1tself imto three eras; namely, preparation of
land and cultivetion to 18©5, from 1855 to 1910, and
Trom 1910 to the present time. | '
The detalls of cotton culture from the beglmning
until 1010 are bost told tirough interviews with ploneers.
From the beglmning of cotton planting slong the middle
Bragos until «fter the Clvil War, the only tools used in
or "eye hos". The tuming plew had an iron point snd
moldhoard end wes made in @ifferent sizes from a ome horse
| plo¥ to a three horse plow. The scovel hoe was large and
: heavy with e long handle, wmnd ecould de used to chop young
sprouts as well as weeds.

The first step in land preparation 1s to get rid of
5 the stalks from the previoms crop. This was no easy bask

1

1 Information secured by interview with R. L. MeGell,
ploneer farmer near Calvexit, Texas since 1876.
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In the early years, as the stelks grew ten to thirteem feet
high and produced heavy bramches. A stalk puller, which
congisted of a chain on the end of a hoe handle, wes oftan
used. The chaln was wrapped around the cotton stalk; and
with the leversage thus secured, ane msn couléd pull up ths
plant. Sometimes axes were used to cut the stalks. The
plants were then plled in Imge bundles and bdurned. This
was & waste of good vegetahle matter that would have helped
the soil, but there was no other prectical way of getting
rid of the stalks.

Then with & turning plow the land was center furrowed
in rows five to six feet epart, and then four furrowed,
which means there were six furrows in a row. This prelis-
mw&kuswur&othMcrm. The
turning plow was pulled by either mmles or oxen. Then the
ma-uM“oMM~quanw.

The sdvantages of wimter plowing are given by Brom
as follows: |

;nd to benefit the following crop. (%) Fresh soil
up

g 3
H. B Brown, Cottom (New York: MeCraw HI1ll Book
Compery, 1927), p. 241"
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In the next operation the twrning plow was used again
to make gix furrowe where the original four furrow work was
done. After this, the land was logged off, which mesns the
beds were dragged with a log or & railroad iron. These
railroad irons were sometimes surreptitiously taken from
the Houston and Texas Central Rallroad, and later from the
International and Great Northern which ran parallel with
the river. This logging waig done to bresk the erust that
the raing formed on the beds and Yo expose @ loose pulver-
1zed bed for planting. By the middle of April or sometimes
in the latter part of Nercl:, the cotton was planted by
opening a Nurrow with the tuwrning plow and dropping the ssed

by hand, and them covering it with the sems turning plow.
This would seem a lsborlous eontrast indeed to the presemt .
day mothods of machine plsating, &nd it was a very slow
process. The one who planted carried the seed in & sack
with o strap over his shoulder, leaving one hand free to

sow. The turning plow covered the seed falrly deep; thus
often causing them to rot 1f the season was rainy.

to "ber" the cotton. In this procedure the dirt waa thrown
away from the plant, and ell weeds were killed in the
middles. The next atep was the chopping or thianing of the
cotton, which was done with the heavy scovel hoe. The cot-
ton was thinned to one stalk in a2 hill--the stalkes being
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gbout twenty-four inchee apart, as they prodused large
plents snd needed plenty of room. At the same time all the
weeds were ocut sround the plants.

The turning plow waa then uged to throw the dlrt wp
noar the plant, mnd at each succeeding plowing it reached
farther out between the rows. The cotton was plowed
usually three timea. MNodern culture requires more than
this, s 1t heas been found that extra plowing increases
the yleld. After the cotton was chopped, 1t was hoed about
three times--which means that the weeds were cut on the row
thatthepzaoculdmtmh. m«ummu
patoheaod'm-ppeu-ed tbympwworm
UDe Aﬂ;ew&eluthoamg mmmmum
mwtwmwwu”hﬁw(dmtmrm‘
anmdmtmﬁlpbkhgthowmmstarm

moxmmb-hwommw
to esch year by first the milaves and lster the fleld hands.
For several days or weeks the lsborers slmply rested and |
besked in the sunshine of the summer season. Flshing and
other mild sports were the order of the day, smd many =
skillet was greased with thwe big catfish from the Brasos
or the swanmp rabbit from thue Bottom underbrush. There was
mch visitation between plamtations, and in later years
nelghborhood purtles calledi ®suppers” were indulged in by
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younz end old. The reason they were called "suppera” was
the beef barbecue and other good things to eat were sold
and ths procesds used for elnweh or lodge purposes. At
these "suprers" the people sometimes played group zames,
and & proat desl of gamblimg was the rule. This has al-
ways been the most carefree and contented ssason for the
negro. He eould indulge his netvral bent for lasiness to
the greatast degree, the hot westher was to his liking, he
was more or lass free from the striet orders of the “boss"
or overseer, he conld vary his diet with game, and he
looked forward to a few extra dollars In the harveat senson.

Tn the mesntime the cotton was eontinuing to grow
and develop sn enormouns smount of follage and bolls. The
cotton rows were smix feet mpart, snd the plant grew from
nine to thirteen feet, which wonld come to the helght of
® man on horseback. The ldimhs of the plant overlenped sach
ommmmmnanmmmmu
plmnﬂﬂ&mmhatwpﬁa“h
row. The rows were long. and often there would be asveml
hundred seres in one field. Wo doubt 1t was a wonderful
view to see e large field of cotton with its derk green
foliage ringed by the river on one side and tall cotton-
woods or oaks on the other. Mwing the hlooming sesson the
fialds resemble a flower garden with their bhrillisnt reds
and slaubaster white.
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¥hen picking time m, & negro was placed on each
slde of a row, as the cotton was too tall and thilek for one
man to plek an entire mow. In later years the pickers each
took & row and sometimes two rows at a time. Oreat care
and pride were exercised in pleking clean cotton and not
allowing any leaves or h\%‘w fall in the sacks. How-
ever, the more modern gins have machinery that extracts all
tragh, and most fast workers get considerable rubblsh in
the sack. To ease the baelk -bresking labor of pleking, the
negroes made knee pads out of old quilts and crawled down
the middlea. Knee pads are now mamfactured from lesther
snd felt. Each pieker had a sack made from about six yards
of elght-ounce dusk with & mmm mby
wirleh he dragged the mack down the middles. Personal ex-
parlence teaches that one of the heaviest physieal tasks
in eotton production is the draseing of this saei £111ea
with eotton. When the smck was full, 1t was thrown seross
the shoulder end carried to the seales at the scotbton wason
vhere it was weighed snd emptied. The smownt of cotton
prlcked each day varied with the Individual. About two lum-
dred pounds would be the average, but some plckers have
been knmown to pick five and even six hndred pounds.

When ths cotton wagon was loaded with ahout sixteen
hundred pounds of seed cotton, 1t wes hauled to the nearsst
gin, and the glmner would take about one-fourth of the ssed
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cotton as his price for ginning. The bale of lint cobton
wonld weich from five hhnmdwred to five hmmndred and fifty
pounds. All of the large farms had their own gins.

¥hen the era from 1885 to 1910 was reached; the pro-
duction of cotton had undergons many changes, eapecially
from the standpoint of the meechinery and tools used.

In the fall of the year the stalks were still dls-
moaed of in mwch the seme mammer as in the begirning of
cotton enlture here. In other words, they were logged
down or pulled np and burned.

The middlaebuster, which is a double turning plow end
prepares one row with ench furrow, had coms Into genersl
wse et this time. This middlebuster, which took the place
of the turning plow, was naed to bresk up the land in
Janmary of eath yenr. Them the lmd was allowed to catel
fihe winter rains; and if $he land became weedy, the middle-
mater uél used a second time.

When plenting time eama, the cotton heds wewe loveled
ar broken down by the nse of logs o vallroad irons. The
m larze sweep (a shovel-lilke plow) was vsed shead of the
planter to level the row. The planter, which had been re-
mently developed, followed behind the sweep.

The first type of cotton planter was callied the roller
ttype mnd came Into use aboukt 1880. It was made of wood, and
wnd one wheel with a box attached to the side of thls wheel.
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As the wheel turmed, the box was agitated and seed dropped
out of a hole in the bottom of the box.

After the gotton came up, 1t wes chopped and hoed in
much the seme manner as has been deserived sariier. A much
11ghter hoe, which was called the "gooss-nesk hos", had bdeen
developed by this tiwe. However, the old heavy "scovel hoe"
was still unssed where the 1land was heavy or foul with weeds
angd sprouts.

By this time the cultivation after the cotton came
up was beine done with 2 eultivator. The enltlvator has two
or four plows or shovels so arranged as to straddle the row
of eotton. So in one round with the oultivator one gonld
ueemumanmbumwmvm.ﬁwawmm
Uirler the original system of fmhgmommﬁplﬂﬂ
work no morve thun twenty-five aores, buft by 1800 one man
could work fifty scres.

memttmmpumu&emmnmm&rum
four times and "lald " as formerly desecribed.

The ploking was done in very wuch the same mennor ap
hafore except for hatter lmee pads. By 1900 cotton lint was
so improved that thirtsen or fourteen Inmdred pounds of seed
cotbon made a five hundred pound bhale of lint. The ginners
at this time took money fowr the gilnning mnd chearged thirty
cente for one hundred pounds of seed cotton and emough extra
for begging end ties to melke §3.50 to £3.75 a bale.
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The Youngblood farm neear Weco iz en exsrple of modern
methods of cotton eult‘lu'c.a

As one enters Younghlood's farm, the long rowe of
alroat perfect cotton plents emd the geners]l nest sppesrance
of the entire ferm ghow the effieieney with which 1t 1o
mensged. FHis stuceo hongalow, meple bernsg, snd storage
chede for farm machinery testify for the progressive spirit
of thelr owner.

In modern methods of cotton eulture there ere two
types of machines for cutbing stelke after the cotten 1s
pleled. The rolling stallk eutter Iz used wherever the stalks
ere not wmmally lerge. Tt consiste of 2 seell exle or
cylinder with prongs supporting m m am m
rotete when pnnnd. Thare ere mﬁm twe row mu,
the shtelke pre cut 1!190 mlm ‘thereby making them
eanwwmmdamh-m; ’ _ Sy

The s1iding stell mumm the cotton
meles 8 lerge plant. It sonelstes of ﬁ‘ rigld bledes ortend-
ing out et m engle from m moving pletform. As this pletform
1s ulled elong, the raszor sharp blades on esch slde cut the
stelks off very closge to the ground. The stalks are then
raked into pilles and turmed, as this euvtter does not cut

3 mformation seemred by interview wit: 7. W.
blood, & farmer living twelve miles southeast of ¥Waso on
ineluded in the C. S. Lankaxrt cotton breeding ferms.
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them to plecea as does the rolling cutter. The sliding cut-
ter takes two rows at a time.

The middlebuster is started near the last of November;
and 1f the beds get grassy, the farmer rebeds or runs between
the beds with a sweep. The beds are always plowed with cul-
tivators before planting to destroy weetis and make a well
pulverized seed bed.

Planting sterts by or before the fifteenth of April,
snd modern type planters are used with a sweep attached in
front of the seed dropper to level off the bed. |

The rows are thirty-six inches apsrt, and the cotton
is thinned or chopped to nine inches apart with two or three
stalks left in a hill. It will be noticeable here that the
rows are much closer together then formerly and the cotton
is not thimned =s mmch. The chief reason for this is that
the cotton does not grow as tdlmmutuﬁiﬁq
formerly. ;

The cotton is plowed with the cultivator from four to
five timee, and it is hoed for weeds three times or more.

Most Bottom farmers now use tractors to pull their
farm muchinery. Some are using them altogether, while others
keep one tractoy to supplement thelir mules when it is neces-
sary to work fast In a rush season. ¥hen the tractor is used
to plant or cultivate, four rows are teken at a time: sc one

man on & tractor can plow or plant as much land In one day as
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formerly six or eight men could with mmles.

The cotton matures earlier than formerly, this charac-
teristic being bred into the plant to beat the leafworm and
other inseects. In a dry year pleking will start by the mid-
dle of August, this being mearly a month earlier thamn 1t
started fifty years ago.

There are practically no changes in the method of
pleking cotton, and 1t still remains the most tedious Job
in cotton production.

It takes thirteem oy fourteen hundred pounds of ssed
cotton to mske a five hundred pound bale. The seed cotton
is hanled to the nesvest gin in wagons pulled by mules or in
trucdks. Some wagons are enlarged to hold two bales of ssed
cotton, and sometimes u-m'ntmmmtmbo
géether snd pulled by aix mwles hitched to the front wagon.
Sometimes these six mules are driven with one line sbttached
to a lead mmle whe has beenm trained to turm right or left
on command.

In the heyday of cotton producilon, gins were often
crowded, and sometimes the farmer walted several hours be-
fore his bale could be ginned. Gins often ran all night
with two crews of workmen, and the cotton wagons ran races
to get mhead of the others at the gin.

The price now charged for ginning varies from elighty-
five to ninety cents & humdred for seed cotton. This is
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from ten to twelve dollars s bale, which is considerably

more than formerly charged.

It is rather Interesting to note how valusble cotton
geed has become In recent years. During the early period
of cotton growing along the middle Brazos, seed was prac-
tically worthless, as the eotton oil mill with 1ts products
of cake, meal, and shorteniing fats had not been invented.

Cotton seed has sold ss low as $3.50 & tom, but in
later years it has sold for as smch as §60.00 a ton. This
would make the peed from ome bale of cotton worth nesrly
$30.00 at a price of $60 a ton. The modern cotton farmer
expeets his seoed to pay for the pleking and the gimming.

Durmgthsmlymmm“wuoq
feed and sometimes spread on the land for fertiliser. In
this period the farmer tool: all of his seed home from the
gin and stored them in a semed-house, bullt of logs, to feed
cattle or to seattor on the land for fertiliser. The old
tine Upidhodbs whe & BRviELe ek for e GikiAvae 56 S
as many fantastic figures conld be bullt from the seed. It
slso served o preserve ice when ice factories were first
built in that section.

By 1900 the gensersl practice wes to leave the seed
at the gin, or rather to smll them to the gin ownmer. The
ginner, In order to detesrmilne the welght of the seed,
weighed the vagon with seed cotton on 1t, and then welgheid
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the empty wagon. The welght of the empty wagon plus the
1int cotton was subtracted from the welght of the wagon of
seed cotton. FHowever, the seed was often caught in the
wagon and sold to a seed buyer, called a "street buyer”,
who usually gave one dollar more & ton than the gin owmer.
“Street buyers” have disappeared in recent years, as the
zin omners started meeting their prices.

801l conservation should he a natural outgrowth of
cotton culture, but, sad to state, it has been given very
1ittle attention along the Braszos river. The naturel rich-
ness of the alluvisl soll amnd the lack of fast esoil erosion
cue to the level Bottom lemés have gontributed to the indlf-
ference to soll conservation. The best Bottom land will
at111 produce within ene-fourth bals & stbe ss mush s it
ever ald, mnmmwmmmm.
lands on esch slde of the piver. The production of the
best prairie land is reduced almost bhalf after thirty to
fifty years of cotton eulture. | |

0f course some rotatilon between cotton and corn has
been practiced in the Bottom, as the farmer who uses mules
plents corn for feeding purposes. However, he will not
average planting ene-fourth of his land in comn each yeur,
and sc does not have a compmlete rotation.

Ho terrsces have evesr been bullt, as the land 1s the
level to develop meny "washies". Some drainage ditches have
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been dug in swampy areas neayr the river. The Bottom soil
hag deteriorated to some extent, because cotton taltes out
sn enormous amount of plant food. |

In connection with the discussion of cotton eunltliva-
tion come the oxen end mulesthst fumilshed the motive power
Tor ferm operations until the modern tractor was developed.

The axen used along the middle Brazos were the typi-
aal longhom Texas steers about which center so many
stories and so nmuch talklaro.‘

When the steorawdm three or four years cld, a pair
would be brought to the lot and yoked together. They would
be left in the lot to get used to tho yoke. This first
yoke consisted of an elm slab fastened to the neck of sach
by & chain. Sometimes the umbroken oxen were hitched di-
mﬂyinhutorthawmtotm. end the ones
in front and rear kept the unmly ones in order.

After the oxen were broksn, they wers hitched as fol-
lows: The yoke wes plased on the neck of the "off" (left)
ox; and the bow wnder his meck, with the key inserted. Them
the "near" {(right) ox would step under the yoke, smd the
same procedure would bhe followed.

In ploving, ususlly one palr of oxen were used, be-

4 Informetion secured by interview with A. P Tomlin.
son, ploneer farmer near Marlin, Texas, concerning oxen mad
mﬂ‘u
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cange the flelds were full of stumps. In pulling wagons,
at least three yoke, or six oxen, were used. The command
to go right was "Baek, Chewrlie®, and to the left was "Whos,
Jers".

The reason oxen were first used instead of mules ves
that very little feed had to be bought for them, as they
lived on native grasses.

The price varied from forty dollars a pair to as low
as twenty-five dollars a pair. In a few cases a good paly
of oxem brought one hundred dollars.

The principal virtues of oxen were that they were
zood pullers and were never lmown to halk, their upkeep vas
1light, mnd they were not subjeet to sickness. Thelr pria-
aipal defeet wes that they were slow md conld not plow &8
meny acres a dey as could mmles. Thelr use was disemmtizued
after 1900.

The Spanish type mmle has slways been used in the
Bragos bottom. He came from native mares and Spanish Jacdks.
The Spenish smle had a blssk atripe down his baeck and tall,
and blaclk zebra-like stripes around his legs. This male
averaged seven or elght humdred pounds. His 1ight weighi
was his chilef defect, as otherwise he was hardy, & good
worker, and eesy to keep im excellent physical condition

Ag farm mechines bewsme heavier, the Spanish mmle
disappeared; and the moderm mle weighs eleven hundred
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pounda or more. Brood mares were Improved, and Jacks were
brought from Temessee and Kentucky. There 1s a great deal

of debate wuwong Bottom farmers ot the present time concerne
ing the advisabllity of using mmles or tractors. ¥Where
negro labor is used, the tractor 1s not practical, as the
uguel field hand 1s too unakilled to handle s tractor.

The modern mule has sold for as high as three hundred
dollars each, while the Spamish mule never brought more than
rifty dollars each.







CHAPTER ITYI
TYPES OF LABOR USED

No deseription of tihe cotton industyry along the
Orazos would be camplete without a dlscussion of the diffep.
ent types of labor used in producing snd gathering the
fleecy staple. In order for me to produce cotbon at =
profit, a large amount of cheap labor 1s necessary, es-
veclally during the choppimg and hoeing season and later
during the pleking season. This is not true in commectlean
with every reglon--ss in West Texas most of the labor 1s
dore WLth mechines-<but 1t 1s true of the Brases valley.

The fivet labor used in hls section wWas that of
slaves brought from the elder southern states.  Slave life
typleal of the Irazos velley has been deseribed in the first
part of thls thesis; however, there are some polnts that
were not discussed. | v

The slaves were valuable property; so in most cases
the owners gave them ppod medical attention and good food.
Practically all food and clothing were produced on the plan-
tation. The price of slaves varied from five hunédred do.-
lars to ome thousand dellare. A good house servant was vorth
one thousand dollars, while a2 field hand sold for flve Imm-
dred dollars.
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Practically all of the slaves drought to Texas came
from the eolder southern states and had been somewhat
civilized. Most of the slaves had no education, and some
were little removed from the savagery of their original
homes. Very little sttempt wazs made by the masters to give
them sny further learning, alﬁ:on@! in more modern times -
some of the larger farms maintain & school for the children
of their negro tenanta. The slaves lived in long rows of
ceblins pear the home of thxe overseer. m the planta-
tlon owers lived in the mearest town, and the overseer wae
in active charge. The negroes wWho -m capable as domestie
servantz were mamﬁemwmmmmm.
There was also a "lot boy®, Ummﬁ:.m'hﬁ
boy", who dicé mmmwdluih the miles md horses
and help with whatever csttls the plantstion owned. The
house servents WQOMII&WQ”MM
as the ordinary slaves were m : :

During &ommﬂnmﬁmhlu
£islde by sunrise and worlved until sundown with sbout sn
hour of f at noon. thhm@. in most m the overseers were
not brutal, in some instewmces they vwhipped reealeitrant
slaves, usually with e heavy strep; and 1t took & stern man
who could give positive commumds snd enforce them to hardle
the slaves. FPhyaical viclemce was rarely resorted to, sad
usuelly a few licks 'itham:&qmmtm







slave to his senses.

The following quotsation will show something of the

conditions under which the slaves lived.

PLANTATION RULES
Ceneral Rules

1st. Never punish a negro when in a passion. HNo
one 1s capable of properly regulabing the punish-
ment for an offense when angry.

2nd. Never require of & negro what is unreason-
able. But shen you glve am order be sure to enforece
it with firmmess, yet mildly.

Srd. Always attempt to govern by reason in the
firet instance, =nd resort to forece only when reason
fails, and then use no more force than absolutely

nec to procure obhedience.
4th. gv!.l.gozdmnmdoit in & mild tone,
end try to leave the impression on the mind of the
negro that what you say is the result of reflection.
Bth. orders be sure that you are under-
for an explanstion if he does not understand

ing a negro
n.umss&a.
7th. Never act in such a way ss to leave im-

8th. A regular and q'ms ‘.ﬂaorwm
is greatly promotive of easy governmen

mtt:s therefore, as far as possible reduced to e
8ys

_ to
make them careful snd ¢4ligent, hence the necessity
of great patience in the mana mﬁ.ntatﬂnl Do not
therefore notice too many omisslons of auty.
ti n:.on hoiqn:uy 11:1;;1“ Sniglnta-

on opomt 8, ¥ app. e as o
vocations of 1ife. The meaning of wiich %z not by
attempting to do too muech, to overwork and conge-
guently Injure your hamds. Recollect that the
of 1ife 18 a long and =t bagt, a tedious one.
traveller who wishes to meke a long and safe Zo
always trevels in regular and moderate steges.
not kill the goose to obtain the golden egg.

ot
.







Particuler Rules

lst. Always require the negroes to eat their
breakfasts before they go to work.

2nd. From the lst of Oetober to the ist of April
they must be ready to mo to work at daylight, stop-
ping at 12. m. long enough to eat thelr dinners, or
as long as one how sceo to circumstances.

ord. From the lst of April to the lst of October
they must be ready to go to work by sunrise, stop-
ping et 12. m. nd resting from one to two hours and
& half asccording to ecircumstances.

4th. Hever require field-work of a womean, until
the expiration of four weeks after confinement, and
then permit her to come home te her child,
breakfast and dimmer, at dimmer, and between dinner
and night, wntil the e¢hild is seven months old.
After thet once = day, until the child 1s & year old
or weaned.

Sth. Serve out to ewvery working hand once a week
from two end a half to three and a half g of
bacom according to circumstsnces. If and but-
ter 1s plenty then less meat; 1f molasses is served
out then one quart 1n place of one pound of meat.
Of dried-beef five or glx pounds is the weekly allow-
ance; also one peck of meal. ¥hen potatoes are
served then less meal. Iying-in women to be allowed
one quert of coffee snd two guarts of sugar, and fed
from the overseer's kittchen two weeks.

6th. The negroes are to be allowed to commence
using the potatoes and sugar-cane on the lat of Ce-
tober.

7¢h. In clearing lamd, alveys cut eand belt the
timber, within one foot of the ground; amd cut down
as mach timber as can be got rid of.

8th. In making rells get them ten feet long, and
never lwart a tree that 1s lese than & foot in
dismeter, slways plle ithe rails on the stunp of the
tree before leaving.

9th. In meking fencws, lay the woram four feet and
& half wide, make it five feet high, snd then stake
with Post-Osk or Nulbewry rails well set in with s
heavy rider.

10th. Pork-hogs to be pemned in Septamber, and fed
on corn previously shellled, snd soaked in water two
or three deys--pumpking--gugar--cane ete.

11th. In planting corn, mix punmpkin seeds with ths
com for every fourth mow.

12th. Potetoes when dug to be housed or banked the
same day.







13th. The women te commence in November spinning
thread at night to malee plow-lines.
14th. The corn to be gathered as soon as it is

dry eaough.

15th. Vo profane or obsecene langusge to be allowed

mon% the negroes.
16th. Every negro-cabin to be inspected every Sun-
day morning to gee that 1t is kept cleam.
negro to r in the fleld on Honday morning
clean c¢lo

17th. The nqmosmmtobodwtolom
the premises, unless by speclal permisaion, and a
written pass stating where they are permitted to

18th. No strmmge negro to be allowed to visit

plantation, unless by permission of the overseer,
and a wrilitten pass from his master.

19th. Every overseer on teking charge of the plen-

tation to take an Invembory of the effects efc. on
the place and to do the seme before leaving.

The larger plantations usuelly had one negro who
could preach, nwmnwmmmmmn
s crude mamer snd directed st minsunmtm At
their relipglous services, = grest deal of -Mung und svay-
ing of bodies was always 1im evidence. This continues emang
the negroes of thls seetiom untll the present time. They
have always beem noted for the fervor with which they siwg
religious songs; and to hemr a group of negroes sing is =
experience not soon forgotten.

Christnas was the omly season vhen the slaves wers
allowed any sort of celebrmtion. The house servants were al-
ways glven presents, and tihe fleld hands had sn extra railon

of hog meat or other food For thelr Christmas dinner.

oy oty T SEETAR REANRRE
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The chief condemmsat lon of slavery was the almost
complete lack of educatlon or social uplift of any kind, and
also the very fact that the slaves were bound to one plase,

After the Civil War the reconsiruction period was a
trying time for the former slaves. They lmew not what € do
with themselves, and a very painful period of readjustments
followed. Some of the slaves remained pescefully on the seme
farms and became day laborers, but others roumed through the
countryside, stole food, snd Insulted and abgnd thelr fyrmer
magsters If the opportunity presented itself.

The United States Government sent a detechment of
soldlers to ¥illican, which is below Bryan, end was the
terminus of the Houston and Texss Central Rallrvosd at that
time. These soldiers were to protect the freed slaves ead
to help edninister the Freedman's Bureau thet had been es-
tsblished to help the negroes.

This Buresu helped the megroes by giving out food and
clothing, tut 1ts sgents lmew nothing about handling tht
sltuation otherwise and expected the negro to be able to
manage his own affairs and become indspendent. This wae
impossible because of the Inability of the negro te take
care of himself.

2 Informtion secured by interview with J. E. Prise
concerning ineldents commected with reconstruction. Price
lived on Dick Beal's farm twelve miles below Marlin, at a
pggge on the river cslled Blue Shoals, in 1865. He died in
1 ‘







The "ecarpetbaggera™, as sgents of the Bureau were
kmown, organized the Brasos bottom negroes into & "Loyel
League”, and st their meetings would encoursge the negroes
to assert thelr rights to wote and to own lamd.

Naturally these sotilons csused friction between the
negroes and whites and led to the formation of the Ku Klux
Xlen. J. E. Price served in & coupsny of the Klan, and
Granville Fose was his cepBtaln. The Klan attempted to
scare the negroes into obedience by vhipping them end by
preying on their superstitilous natures. Only the captain
was allowed to whip, and he gave thirty-five licks with s
strap on the bare back. Scmebtimes menbers of the Ku Klux
secared the negroes by askimg for & drink of water, then
drinking the entire bueket, and letting it fall Into & Te-
negroes' cebins. The negroes soon learned that the csrpet-
baggers were chesting them out of thelr money emd not giv-
ing them clear titles to land as they had promised; &nd s
number of them reslized 1t was better to stay on with thely
old masters. Mnmmnmm.rmu,ﬁmto
eep the former glaves from becoming wnmruly, bribed the car-
petbaggers not to molest the negroes.

In some ways the negroes in the Brasgos bottom have
been worse off since they were freed. The former master:
were no longer s interecsted in giving them good food and







medical attention. As a result thelr diet is restricted
even to the present time, and pellagra and other diseases
have taken a frightful toll. The freed negro could not make
enough wages as & day laborer to live; so the sharecropper
system~-which will be described more in detall later--sprang
up. He was always in debt to the landlord, and the landlord
foreed him to stay on year after yesr. This was practlcally
a system of peonage, mmd 1%t was rot broken up until about
twenty years sgo when the megroes began instituting suits in
the Federal Court at Waco when a landlord would forelibly
mako them return for a debt. Up wntil that time 1t wes &
general custom when a negro ran off owing a debt to go get
him snd bring hia back, with & good beating besides.

At the present time most of the negroes in the rural
sections have a chance to finish a state-supported seven op
nine grade school, and sll of the towms have megro high
schools. However, n-ny weys the educatlonsl opportuni-
tles for negroes snd whites are wnequal, with the balance
in favor of the whites.

In some Instences the large Bottom ferms after the
war cheated the negro by umderpsaying him for his work, by

charging him excessive Interest rates, and by simply not giv-

ing him what he was due. However, these cases are the excep-

tion end not the rule.
In the years since tthe slaves were freed, wages fop
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their labor have varied according to the priece of cotion.
Visges for day lsbor--plowing, hoeing, and chopping--have
varled from fifty cents to one dollar snd fifty centes a day.
Wages for picking have varied from fifty cents each hundred
pounds of seed cotton to ome dollar and over for the same
emount .

Some of the negroes have been gpod encugh menagers
to buy famm equipment and become third and fourth renters
(meaning a third of the corm end s fourth of the cottom pro-
duced goes to the landowmer), instead of poor sharecroppers
who own no farm equipment. There are others who have bought
cotton farms snd farm their own land successfully. However,
in gemeral, the Brazos bottom megre still has & very low
stendard of living and not & very good opportunity for sc-
clal, cultural, md educstionsl edvarcement. The following
quotation is a falr indiecetlon of the Bottom megro'a out-

uhmu.gots in trouvble 'eause he needs us to
work ¥ VI goes to church 'ceunse I meets other







niggers there an' learms about things." "I poes
:gott?ndosggér‘q;oﬁ sfands 'round and talks an'

Although a description of the Brezos bottom labor
situation would not be complete without a dlscussion of
conviet labor, this type was not used in cotton culture o
mach a8 in elearing land. According to Fred L. Wood of
Hearne, Texas, the convicis were leassed from ztate asuthor-
itlies at thirty dollars a month each. The state guarded,
fed, and clothed them. Thils was & viclous system, as they
usually lived in cramped gquarters snd the work was hard.
Yo attempt was made to rehabllitate the conviets In any way,
and the only thought was to gotumh.ﬂékaatdthﬁlu
possible. The leasing of convict labor was finally pro-
hidbited by law, mnd the comvicts were sent to & prigon or
to state owned farms. i

The Nexican has beem a &mmmm_ muan-
here sinee sbout the beglmming of the twentleth ces
Prior to thet time most of the Nextoans sad Spaniaw
ing in Texas were south emd southwest of Austin. However,
in central Texas there were a few Spanish and Hexican
familles, descendants of tie early colonists from Mexico who
had settled as far east as Nacogdoches.

S 7. w. Elltott, “Land Temency Under the Plantstion
System; a Study of Some Brmzos River Bottom Plantetlons,”
{unpublished Master's thesls, Agrlcultural end Mechanical
Collogo of Texas, 1%1). P 56.
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The main reason for the Nexican migration was the com-
ing of negroes to the pralrie regions north of the Brazos.
Prairie farmers from the black land belt dbegsn going to the
towms on the Brazos for negro labor, especlally during cot-
ton plcking season. Some of these negroes stayed on as
house servants, emd some bhecame day leborers and tensnt
fermers on the prairie farms.

The Braszos planters then turned to the Nexlcans from
Sen Antonlo, Austin, and other places &8s & cheap labor suyp-
ply. These lsborers haé & low stendard of living snd would
work for low wages. So at the present time some of the lagms
on the Brazos have ags mmy Mexican as negro tensnis, and
during the pleking season hundreds of Hexlcens come In from
South Texas in old trucks end cars of every mske snd stase d
of dilapidation. Most of these transients go back to Sonth
Texas and even to Mexice afber the pleking sessen 1s oves.

It is suwrprising to learn that Chinese were once used
as laborers and tensnts near Calvert end Hemyme. They wre
used immedlaetely after the Civil Wer vhen some of the negroes
had run off upon securing their freedom. These Chinese rame
In through Galveston, and some had worked on the constrwtion

gangs that bullt the Houston and Texas Central Reilroad

They ell dissppeared within a few years, and it 1s doubtiul
if one could be found in this section todtw-‘

A e

¢ Information secured by interview with J. E. Prise.
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Another group of laborers here were the Itallans who
ceme to the sectlon as Immigresnts sbout thirty years agoe.
4 large number settled in Robertson and Palls Counties, but
only & few in ¥clennen County. They were thrifty and hard
working; so today most of them own smll farms. HNHone have .
become ecotton farmers on & large scale, but they buy and pay
for their farms by having a low stendard of living and by
saving the profits. Yhen a large plentetion is sold out in
parcels, which 1s often done in recent years to satisfy
creditors, the Itellens usuelly buy the landé. Highbank, a
small towm nesr Narlin, is composed slmost entirely of
Ttalisns: and there are many commmities of them In other

parts of the Bottom. They are clsunish and resentful; and
serious trouble hag developed in some sections between them
and the negro and Anglo-Amerlcan recial groups.







CHAPTER IV
FARM TENANCY AND ITS PROBLENS

One of the most interesting, and at the same time
most sordld, conditions of life on the Bottom cotton fems
results from the system of ferm tenancy. Volumes have been
written on this problem, which is considered the dragon
that keeps the southern farmer in bondage. The system was
started in the Brazos bottom immediately after the Clvil
War; and although 1t essed the perloed of readjustment for
the slaves, 1ts many evils have been very much in evidence.

The type of tensncy in most common use is Imown as
the "sharecropper' or "halwes" system. In this form of
tenmey, the landowner furmishes the tensnt with es much
land as he can cultivate, along with mmles, farm tools,
astock feed, groceriss mnd olothes for the tensnt's family,
and a2ll other necesgary items for making a ¢rop. W¥hen the
cotton is merketed, the lsmdowner tukes half of the proceeds
and the tenant the other half.

The chief drawback to this system is that umless the
tenant has & large family for labor and lives very econonicel-
1y he can never make more +than his living expemses. Siclness,
low price of eotton, or insect dmmage will cause the tenmnt
to be go in debt to the lamdowner that it is difficult te pay

out.
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The average family will cultivate fifty aeres of cot-
ton. This will produce sbout twenty bales, which will bring
something like one thousand dollars. Therefore the tenant
will draw five Inmdred dollers, which is a very low living
wage snd 1s possible only under very favorsble cormditions.

Under the "sharseropper” system, there 1s usually one
central barn on a plantetion whers all of the mules and farm
equipment ere stored. The tenant houses are bullt near this
bern, and the overseer or owner lives nesr 1t. The overseer
or owner directs all of the farm operations, and the tenmnt
ususlly does nothing on his own initiletive; the overseer even
tells him when to plant smel how. |

In the yoars tsmedimtely following the Clvil War, the
landowners sometimes kept am:oerm(muutm‘
to fumish the tensnts with food, clothing, and other mup-
plles. TUnder this plan the owner made & large profit on the
goods sold, snd charged from ten to twenty per cent interest
on what the tenant owed. Tmeky was the tenant wip had a few
dollars left over after his living expenses were pd.d in the
fall. :

At the present time the plantstion stores have been
discontinued, snd the landlord writes "orders™ to the newvest
merchant for his tenents. In practice these ordera have
been limited to groceriss =alone, and the tenant must depsnd
on his extra fall money for clothes or luxuries. The amwunt
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of these “"orders" varies with the price of cotton and the
size of the femily involved. They permlt only a very meager
feare, thus creating bad health problems smong the tenants.

There have been instances in which landlords have
robbed the ignorant tenants with high interest and unfalr
settlements, but it can de readily seon that even vhen the
landlord 1s honest the temant never has a chence to get much
noney ahead.

Tnder the recent government crop control program, the
"sharecropper” tenant has not been allowed to share in my
of the cash benefits.

The overseer system 1s one defect In this method of
farming. Often the overseer does not teke the interest in
looking after the tenants and property that he should, md
thus the farm begins to yum down. The equipment is not re-
peired and 1s sllowed to raet out, emd fmproper ewltivation
1otcgrmminmortﬁo:mn. These eoviles are more apt
to appear vhen negroes are used as overseers. ‘

The "sharecropper” gystem mede money for the owmers,
even wnder bad mensgement, wmtil the World Wer came along and
reduced the margin of profit by making cotton chesp and sup-
plies high. Since that time meny of the large farms have had
to borrow slmost as mmch momey s the land 1s worth, and some
have been broken up snd sold In small lots.

The attitude of the landlords toward the negro "share-

Ve e







eropper” is showmn in the following quotetlon:

The negroes, according to the landlords, are ig-
norant, shiftless, irresponsible, dishonest, and
thriftleas. m’ state that it is necessary to
oversee the negro closely in order to have the crops
properly cared for. The attitudes of the landowners
are the ne ¢ have child like minds and must
be taken ocare of. 'rho lmmlnythnt "during
prosperous times the u;g: z:, » &nd never
looks to the fubure. the ﬂz'st or January
comes the plantation has to fumish food and cloth-
!.ng for his femily and feed for his wkatoek. There

few exceptions to this. If the negreo

doea not make mtrzeiu:t out of hig erops to pay In
full for his sdvances, he thinks thaet he does not owe
enything. Mnmomagmdmﬂpmly
superintended, for he i1is

Tioas dics Shenies hae s mﬁumm”i“" m"m‘?' c
riage 8 ¥ are ons B,
hunm"-

Although the"shareeropper” system 1s the most widely
uged, there are othersg that require explemation. Ths third
and fourth type of tenancy 1s used to some extent inm the
Brasos bottom. Here the landlord is pald one-third of the
corn or graln producged and one-fourth of the yalue qt&a
cotton produced. In this omse the landlord fummishes the
land and & home and barn for the tenant. The tenant bas his
om farm stock snd implements, end buys his owm groceries
and household goods.

The tenant under this plen ususlly borrows money from

1 7. w. Ellfott, "Land Tensney Under the Plentstion
System:; a Study of Some Bragzos River Sottom Flentations "
{unpublished Master's thesfas, Agricultural end mm
College of Texas, 1921), p. 8.
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& bank or merchmt to make his crop with. ILiving expenses

and lsbor mumst be pald out of this loan. He pays tem per
cent interest. A prime essential for this type of fermer
is to make & good feed crop, es he camot make much profilg
with whieh to y feed for hs stosk. The average farmer
of this bype works st least one Inmdred aecres or more and
hires day labor or sub-pents his land on the "shavecropper”
basls. If he subrents, hils mergin of profit is reduced,
but his problem of labor 1s solved, ag esch "Murappa"
can talkte care of his own land. |

A11 things being equal, the third and fourth rventer
has a much hetter chance ummymm'm
per". We frequently buys m ferm and counts among his
lumirtes automobiles snd hetter f50d snd furiture. Then,
t00, he 1s move independemt snd wuses hs own laftistive ia
the cultivetion of the ¢rop, as the landlerd seldom vislts
the property if the remter 1s keeping it 1n good shape.

A third type of temaney is thnt in whieh the land is
leaged or monsy rent is paid. This 1g seldowm used, as the
1and mmet be highly prodnetive and a erop fallure womld
leave the tenant hopelessly in debt. The price pald an ecre
is from five dollars up, dut this 1z governed by fertility
of s0il and econvenlence of location to market. TUnder this
plan the tenant operates wmder the seme conditions as the
third and fourth renter wilth the exception of the method of

paying the rent.
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CHAPTER V

PROBLEMS OF COTTON MARKETING

There is plenty of romance connected with the market.
ing of cotton along the Brasgos. It is a story of a contin.
ual struggle between the seller and buyer, with the seller
fighting for his rights to get a feir price for, and good
grading of, hils eotton.l

The first planters freighted their cotton to Houston
and Galveston and sold it to cotton factors. These factors
extended eredit to the plamters throusgh local stores, and the
cot ton producer éld not knmow what price he would get until
the cotton was delivered at the seaport. Under thils system
the farmer paid heavily for transportetion and interest, and
the factor took & fat profit on the aectual price pald.

The Orange or Cranger movement ceme to the Botlom in
the 1870's. 1In each town, cooperatively owned stores were
get up to furnish the farmer groceries mnd to pay him & faip
price for his cotton. A few of these stores were in businegs
wntil 1900, but dlsappesred soon thereaflter.

In the mesntime, or rather after the rallroads cames to

1 mnformation secured by interview with H. E. Virem,
cotton buyer &t Maerlin, Texas, and J N. Eemnedy, nuxm
of the larlin Democrat, Marlin, Texas.
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the Bottom towns, local merchants also furnished farmers
with credit to malee their crop, and then bought thelr cotton
in the fall. These merchents took a heavy profit. At the
same time locel independent buyers began operating during the
selllng season. This latter group included several Jews who
came to Calvert and Hearne.

The second attempt at cooperation was the Farmers Al-
limnce.
It naonlyatnmtﬁwthe M&ncofm
the Southern ltatu, and the wgm:lution bly
committed itself to the cooperative

marketing of
farm products, with particulsr Mﬁm ‘being pald
to mm A number of local organizations were

sot and plans were made to sell ¢ et to millse.
Cin it By R Tk,
organizetions. The nce made attemptas
finsnce the growers, but ! necessary re-
sources.

mrm Alliance from the beglmning
in ties, and, as 1t dbecame s 1its m
activities increased. In the of 1892 its
fortunes becmme nmlm-w:muormw
party, mumiuwm‘mmm
less and less an Influence.

The Farmers Allisnce came to the towns of the Central
Brazos reglon in the 1890"s. A large warehouse was bullt in
each town, in which to store cotton belonging to members of
the Allisnce. The cotton was sold in large groups and some-

2 it
W. R. MeCullough and George Wolfl
Organization of Cooperative Cotton lam g;‘ im »

e oy eeelsirs dipelen oty 6 E

ation, dpril,
1957), p. 21
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times held for an advance in price.

The third attempt at cooperation is explained in the
following quotation:

The next significamt contribution to the founda-
tion of ccoperative market in the South was per-
haps made by the Farmers' s, or to give 1t 1its
full title, the Farmera' Educational comutiw
Union of Amerieca. This movement o tted in Texas,
in 1902, and grew rapidly. Of all organizatlions
which attainodpmim uytolm, this was the
most distine Southern, and its efforts were de~
voted prine ytomproblmotthummm

During the first years af the Im'

tention wes focused mainly mhoﬂ.g‘.
cotton. The sctivities ot
lines were closely allled with tho g::yn ef the

Southem Cotton Assocismtion, which
mluorlmnhlmmthm&ot
Colonel Hasrvie Jordan, a Georgla planter. The
mtmmmﬂwpmmmtm
futures marketz, instead of

fumectioning as m
agencies, were belng msnipulsted to the muq- of
the gembler, and at & severs loss to the farmer. The
Union advocated a minlmum price, snd advised the
farmer to hold his co mmnumnunn i
that level. hm © ho
thelr cotton for &

As the Unlon

success of nopmtiv. mtet

Perhaps the most valuable :!uult of these early
experiences was the demonstration to Southerm farmers
of the 1deals and the practicability of eoopont!vo
endeavor. mhmmchtopmmwtes
ceasful cooperative orgsniszations of today

Sw. R locnuor:? and Ceo
rge Wolf, t and
Organization of 1ve Cotton Market Auee fong,*

Americ Cotton %ﬁ% la E-]1
(New Orlouns » Aprl,

1937), pp- 21-28.
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When the Farmers' Union was organized in Hearme,
Calvert, Marlin, and Wago, the name Farmers Allience on the
warshouses was changed to Permers Union. The Farmers Union
lost out for the seme reason that the Alliance dld, becsuse
1t engaged too mmch In polities.

At the pregent time in Waco and Marlin, the Bottom
farmers are served by the Texas Cotton Cooperative Assocla~
tlion, a branch of the Americen Cobtton Cooperstive Assocla-
tlon, New Orlesns, loulslane. The "Texas Co-op”, as this
organigation 1e called, attempts to give its m the bene-
it ormmmmmmofmmmudn
the beneflt of a slightly higher price through mass sales of
The various cotion cooperative associatlons perform

many services for the farmer thet privaie buysrs d& not or

cemnot do. These services are espert slassing of cotbon,
cheaper freight retes, sd a better price. In some instences
the Independent buyer has been able to beat the price pald
mm@mm:nmdm.wuotmm- In
menerel, however, the cooperstives are reducing the cost of
thelr services oach yesr through more efficlent management,
and the farmer thms benefits in the long rum by joining the
cooperative soclety.

The latest cooperaitive cotton assoclation In the cen-
tral Brazcs region is the Brazos Valley Cooperative Assocly-
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tion. It was organized im September, 1033, st Pryan, Texag:
end the territory served consists of the following countles:
Hobertson, Brazos, Grimee, Washington, and Burleson.

J. R. McCrary of Calvert, Texes, wes the first presi-
dent: the board of directors 1s mede up of seven men inclug.
ing the president. This 1s the only cotton cooperative
assoclation formed whose directors serve without pay.

The reascns for this organizetion being formed were
that the Bottom fmrmers belleved they should be getting a
higher price than the Texams Cotbton Cooperstive Association
could glve, sinee their staple is longer then the average
for other sections of the state, snd that some thought a
smaller organization could serve 1lts members hetter.

This orgenizetion hes estsblished a falr minimum
price besed on world markets. Therefore, since the stapls
of Tottom cotton 1s bettar then the prairie cotton, the
HBottom farmsr seeures a better prics. The following 1s @
covy of the marketing sgreement entered into betwéen the
cotton grower snd the Brazos Valley Cotton Cooperative Ae-
aoclation:

HMAREESNTING ACREEMENT

of the
Bragzos Velley Cotton Cooperative Associstion

The Brazos Velley Cotton Cooperative Assoclation,

. a non-profit co-operstive merketing assoclation with
its prineipal office =% Bryan, Brazos m Toxas,
hereinafter called "Aueohtien" and the undersigned,
her:lmftor called “"Grower”,
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1. If not s member, the Crower heredby applies for
end ig admitted to membership in sald Associstion,
and will carry out the express aims of the Assoclatlon

2. The Assoclation buys and the Grower sells and
sgrees to deliver to 1t, ons (1) bale of ecotton from
and after the date of this contrect; subject only to
the right of elther party to terminate this contract
es hereinafter provided.

The Orower at his discretion may deliver more thsn
one (1) bale of his cotton in any one year.

Either perty hereto may terminste this contraet by
not the other wﬁ¥ in writing betwesn Harch
lst and 1Bth of yeur; 1 ‘ such

termination privﬁggu shall not be cttwk&’;,e, il
the Crower has delivered the eotton covered hereby
for one erop year, nor so long as the Orower is in-
:::tod to the Associetion, or its subsidlary corpora-
ns. 3 X
5. The Associstion agrees to resell such cotion

Asgocistion to my credlt and to become a pert of my
fegerves in sald Association end to be refunded to
me as provided 1n my mmrketing egreement of Texas Cot-
ton Cooperstive Assocl ation. ]

4. The Board of Directors of the Assoclation may,
in its eonclusive dlseretion, create and establish







poole through which the cotton of the Orower and that
of other members mey be hendled and sold; and
mulgete snd establish Crom time to time rules
regulations pertaining to the operation of such pool
or pools, -ndtho Srower sgrees to be bound thereby
and to accept the proceeds reelized from the sale of

is cotton gh such pools, or otherwise, in asccord-
mco therewith.

5. The OGrower sgrees that the Assoelation may hendle
erd/or sell, in its diseretion, some of the cotton in
one'aymdm in snother, as to it might seem most
benef 1cial to the Grower snd the other members of the
Assoeletion, collectively, snd the Grower agress to
cooperste with it In such transactions.

6. mcmniuhrmmwmnamw
of purchase and sale of : . f and
be binding upon ih- u
cotton, either

M1
f

with this oantmtx and mt
its oonelulin

8. IOCAL ASSOCTATIONS. Tt 1s wnderstood snd agresd”
by snd between the Asaoelation end the OGrower thet the
Agsoclation, in oo ion with the Central Sales
Ageney, with whioh Asgoclation 18 armm.a, shel)
have pomndi.t shall be their Znumu
is practiceble, to set up and establish
tory comprising the Assocletion's operations and members,

Sl pe Aol L s







local associations, with sppropriate mnm- of Incor-
poration mmd By-Laws, end other nscessary and
spplications snd contrescta in conneetlion therewiih, for
the benefit of the Grower end other members of ﬂn
Association; end when sweh Iocsl Association has been
s0 orgenized and rated, the Grower hereby ap-
plies for menbership rein and, if wupm agrees:
(a) Te execute, when requested 2 w
Agsoclation, a NMarketing Con

m-nmmm ﬁw.-oum

get forth Inm this ting Contract;

or \ :
(b) At the ion of the Poard of Directors

of such I Assoeiation, by e resolu-

a
tion duly entered on the Minutes of the
meeting, to e bound by the temms of
this Merketing Agreement; snd the so-

the sald Central Sales Agency shell have pows
and activities ct ,

for handling such cottom, plus the overhea mh.’a
cost of the Central Off'ice of this m

10. It 1s sgresd by and between the parties hereto
thet this contract may be modified, and smended, by
the Board of DMrectors of the Assseiation from time to
time; provided, however, such smendment and modifice-
tion ghell only affect ‘:ho members consenting thereto,
but ghall not affect tlie contract of members who do
not eonsent thereto or operate to release them thers-
from.

It 18 egreed that other NMarketlng Contracts may be
entered into from time to time between tle Mha
hereto and other members of seid Aspoclatlon;
tioned, upon the Growez being glven the iy
to adopt the same in l1fen of this cont
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11. The parties agree that there are no oral or
other conditlons, promises, covensnts, representations
or Inducements, in additlon to or at variance with eny
of the terms hereof; snd that this Agreement represeats
the voluntary sand clo‘r understanding of the parties
fully axd completely.
Ve must keep In mind that there are several independ-
ent buyers of ecotton yet operating in the towns elong the
: central Brazos. However, these men must mske a higher margin
' of profit than the cooperative assoclations In order to meke
any money; 8o the trend of the times seems to indicate &
steady drift of the farmers to mewbership in the Texas Cot-

ton Cooperative Associstion of the Prazos Valley Cotton

Cooperative Association.

4 pamphiet issued by Ersszos Valley Cotton Cooperstive
Agsoclst lon.







CHAFPTER VI

VARIETIES OF COTTON

The study of cotton breeding and the origin of various
varieties of cotton would apparently seem a tedious and very
dry subject or undertaking. On the contrary it has proved
to be one of the most Interesting studies In connectlion with
this thesis.

Before we pursue tlwe topie of types of cotton further,
1t might be well to state that the flirat cotton planted in
the region under dliscussiom was of no wticuhr type or
variety. It was simply lomown as Native cotton, and the sced
ceane from various Southern: states. Very few imowm varletles
were plmnted prior to 1900.. The farmer selected his plnting
seed from the best looking end highest ylelding portions of
nis crop. lHowever, 1t mast be noted that some cotton sesd
from Mexleo found its way to Texas at various timea, espseial-
ly daring the war with Mexico in 1846. This Mexlocan cotion
hes intermingled with the strains brought in from the soath-
eastern portions of the Umited States.

One of the esrllest: varieties grown on the Brazos,
according to Joe Coddard of Waco, was lmown as Chestem cot-
gon. It hed a bell stellk end ghort limbs, with bolls near
the stalk; 1t was hard to pick and it gradually dlseppesred.
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Another esrly variety was Imown as Prolific. The limbs were
long and they created such a mass of vegetation that inscets
were bad.
Attention now centers on the first varletles bred in
Texas.
The variety known as Bohemlsn was developed about

1865 by = Bohemlan settler named Supak, who llved
near Austin, Texas. This cotton was kmown also by
the neme snd was apparently developed by some
method of p selection. It was a rathor stable
type and was prominent and in Texas for 40
L or 50 years. The bolls were 'we and turned dowm
on opening, thus protecting the in bad weather.

The broad segments of the bur and the large involuersl
3 bracts also had & roofiing effect over the closely
‘_ elinging locks. In spite of the storm-resistant
features the cotton was easily picked. The steple
length wes about fifteen-sixteenths of an Inch.
Bohemian 1s of historiec importance rmow in ti-t it
is the progenitor of Rowden and of Express.

Some of the Bohemiam cotton was very likely planted
ummecmmmn&wxm.mm'mm
fowden varieties discassed below wers the first thet wers
well known in this sectiom.

A new variety of cobtton wes bred and introduced
by A. D. Mebsne of Lockhart, Texms, in 1900 and
named Nebane Triuwph by Seeman A. Knapp. Develop-
ment snd maintenasnce of this ty represents
the longest emtimued work In the history of up-
lsnd cotton in this country. A splendld combin-
ation of high productiivity, stormproofness,
bolls, medium staple lmgh s high quelity of fiber,

' 1 5. 0. were, "Plant Mémdmmmmm,u

. 8. aof : ' (Washington: Govern-
ment Pmﬂ_ - Eﬁi, p-. -







high lint percentage, and sufficlent earliness to
meet boll weevil condlitions in the Festerm area,
the variety has served as foundation stock for newer
streins end as parental msaterial Iin some important
brids. A. D. Hebane begen his work in 1882 but
did not merket seed to sny extent until about 1900.
During the first few years after 1882, Nebane
studied existing types and varileties of cotton of
his section of the country and concluded that al-
though some of the smaller boll varietles ginned
out & higher lint percentage, the bigbell storm
resistent type, such as Texas Stormproof, Bohemian,
¥yers, and a few others, represented more nearly
the type required for that part of the Cotton Belt.
Presumably he finally chose stocks of Texas Storm-
proof or Boykin Stommproof for his material. After
the stocks were chosen 1in the sarly 1880's, tahogh

Point, Texas, zbout 1905. Stock originated from two
mmnoggmu Sulplmr Fork river bottoms
about 50 & northward and was ’ to be of
the Bohemian variety. The Rowden val was bred

Rowden snd Mebsne cotton were popular slong the Cm-
tral Pragos sbout twemty years ago, but most bottom farmers
have turnsd to later and better varieties. One of these is
kmown as Kasch cotton.

2 1pi4., p. 668.







Kaach cotton was Introduced about 1912 by Ed
Kasch, Sen Marcos, Texas. It is a straln of Hebane
Triuvmph. Widely sold for a mumber of years and its
guxlities were very similer to Qualls cotton.

Qualls was introduced about 1922. It is & straln

of Mebane Triumph, developed by H. Conrads, San
Marcos, Texms. Steple 15/16 to 1 Inch, gin outrum
38 to 41 per cent, bolls 70 to the pound. Widely
distributed in Texas amd adjoining states. Nost g
popular recent variety in Texas outside of Kasch.

Gualle is extensively planted along the Brazos abt the
present time snd in general has taken the place of EKasch
cotton.

One of the most Interesting men interviewed In comnege-
tion with cotton breeding was C. 5. Lenkart of Waco, Texis,
who 1s the only large scale cotton breeder in the central
Brazos reglon. He 1s full of patience--a prime requisite
for success In breeding--willling to answer sny question, and
Antensely interested in the work he is dolng.

Lenkert sterted in the cotton breeding business a: a
result of his farming Interestes in the Brazos bottom and a
desire to improve the quelity and price received for cotion.
His first sxperiments were conducted in 1908, and he did mot
seeure good reosults untll four seasons later in 1911.

Lankart's method of cotton bDreeding 1s a radical de-
parture from thet anployed on government experiment stationg
2nd by other private breediera. Nost breeders use the slhigle

plant selection, which memns they choose a certaln plant that

3 Ibid., pp. 739, 740.
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hias the characteristics desired md plant all the seed to-
gether from that plamt. Nir. Lankart uses the single bell
selection method, which mesns he plants the seed from esch
boll of the parent plant separetely. In dolng this he lag
moticed that each Yoll dewelops certain characteristics,
thus giving him more chances to find the desired gqualitieg
then 1f he used the plent selectlion method. TUnder the
mingle boll selection method, the bolls thst developed

best were used for further planting.

The first superlor type cotton developed by this
method was called Lankert cotton in honor of the breeder.
The ohief sdvantages of thls type sre as follows: (1)
Drought resistance. (2) Heavy production of large bolls.
Bolls mre fifteen per cent larger tha thoge of any other
Bottom variety. (3) Storm and rein resistamce. The cotton
clings to the tur. (4) Good spluning quelity. It 1a ome
finch to one end one-sixteemth inch staple. (5) Forty per
cent 1int, meaning thet im one thousend pounds of eeed tof~
#ton there will be four humdred pounds of lint cotton. %he
Tenkart cotton was bred fwom Lone Star cotton that was
orosged with other strains. It 1s thought to be e hybrid,

The next variety produced by the Lankart system vag
Wacona cotton, 0 called for the city of Waco. It iIs e mﬁ
: type selection out of Lankart eotton. The first plent vas
melected in 1821, and the seed were placed on the markei iy
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1928. Thirteen bolle were selected from the original plant,

and nine of these falled to show Wacons characteristies. of
the rermining four, two showed a mixture of ¥Wacona and
Lanksrt, and the other two showed Wecona cotton. Ome of
the last two bolls was dropped after three years of in-
croase, and the remaining boll continued to breed true to
type.

Wacone cobton is: (1) a close frulting type, meaning
there are meny bolls on & single stalk; (2) a round nose
boll; (3) smaller and shorter in the joints then 1s Lanksrt;
(4) on heavy Bottom land, a prolifie producer without so
much stallk; (5) probably the most storm resistant of all
wvarietios becsuse of its cup-ghaped bur; (6) from one and
one-sixteenth to one and three-sixteenths inch in stepls;
and (7) thirty-four per cemt lint es en average.

The Northern Ster varlety was the next product. The
mrigimlplmtmsmfr&m cotton in 1926,nd
seed were placed on the merket in 1935. The neme was se-
lected begsuse 1t was bred primsrily for growers in Nortk
snd West Texms. The Northern Star: (1) is about two weels
earlier than other types, thus beating insects; (2) will
grow better in cold land, and, therefore, can be planted
earlier; (8) has produced the first bale in the United Siates
for the years 1035, 1936, end 1937--these bales being grem
in the Rio Orande Valley of Texas--(4) has wedium sized lolls
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and very thin tur; (5) produces {ifteen-sixteenths to ons
inch staple; end (6) 1s thirty-eight to forty per cent lint.

Hext was the Caddo varlety of cotton. The origiml
plent was & cross between the Horthern Star and Wacona cot-
ton In 1928. These types hed been erossed te breed early
maturlty into VWacome cotton. The nmms came from Lenkart
breeding ferms in Cedéo, Loulsiena. It 1s a close frulting
type, similer to Wacons, mnd mekes one mmd cne-slixteenth to
one and one-eighth inch staple, with a thirty-eight per sent
average of lint.

Lenkert's latest development 1s the Greenfield Staple.
The original plmnt was selected in 1930, but the seed have
not been placed on the market. One reason is that gins sve
not properly equipped to hmndle long steple cotton. It was
sc named beceuse of the mtm color of its follage. It
hae the following festurem: (1) One wnl one-fourth to ore sna |
five-sixteenths inch steple. (2) Iong jointed open type
plant. (3) Dolls medium long and sharp-pointed, but lage
in size. (4) Atout elghty-five per cent of the bolls being
five lock beolls, which 1s high for lm steple cotton.

The sbove varieties have all been used in the cerntral
Bragos region. Probably more Lenkert has been planted than

any other veriety.
Whon Lenlmrt sterted breeding cotten, he owned faxr
hundred scres of lmd, twelve miles southeast of Waco, m
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the west side of the Brazos river. He now owns six hundred
and elghty acres, snd his experiments have all been started
on this land.

Near his land Lankart has fifty-eight hundred acrea
under contract with a gin located &t Asa which gins only
cotton produced on the Lankart seed farm. Nearer Vaco hs
has thirty-six hundred acies under contract with snother gin.

The msn who owns tiwe land and his tenants both sizn a
written contraect with Lankart. Lankart sgreoes to furnish
planting seed at cost and pay producer five dollars & ton
bonus for all seed produced and used for planting purposasa.
The remainder of the seed 1s sent to ollmills, and the
farmer must not teke sny lhwome. The producer promises to
plant no other seed and amrees to carry his cotton to the
specified gin. In this manner the purity of the varlous
strains is assured. ' | ‘

Lankart's growers hmve slways sold thelr eotton w8 a‘
group at times when they thhouahtmboﬁ, -m
have secured & good premium beceruse of the large amownt of
cne type of cotton. They hlvomrl@dmhnma
bale more thsn the other Bottom farmers. A certaln cotton
mill in BEngland uses all cotton produced on the Lankart

seed fams.







CHAPTER VII
WEED AND INSECT ENBEMIES AND THEIR CONTROL

inyone who 1ls familisr with farm problems kmows that
weeds constitute one of the greatest troubles of all the
array of troubles that beset t'aaluu's.1

Ageording to Tomlinson, the worst weed pest on ths
Brazos is nut grase. This grese mede 1ts sppearsnce along
the middle Pragos immedistiely after the June flood of 1899,
Exactly where 1t came from no one knows, but Tomlinson's
theory is thet it was washed down from the eity of Waco
vhere some citlzens had used it as a lawn covering.

Itumwhu'w&mtmmu
the fact thst the seed is unummmwmm«
shell. mwumwnnmmmaou
along the edge of the Bottom atores the seed of the nut jress
and thus helps to spread Lt. This grass absorbs molsturs
from the cottom plant. About the only good pelnt for mu
grass iz that mga will soxetides fatten on ﬂs soed.

Next in importance as & plant pest 1s Jolmson gress,

1 1uch information coneerning weed pests In the Bragos
bottom was secured from A. P. Tomlinson, who lives at Tonlin-
mmlonumvut side dmrimuclsrm, Texas.

Tomlinson's grendfather, James K. Tomlinson, came to thig
hill from Lvergreen, Alabemss, in 1858. His father, James E.
Tomlingon, also lived at Tomlinson Hill; so his mm
on conditions along the rilver since early times may be &~
cepted as falrly asccurate.
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‘This grass was brought to Marlin by Judge Kimes In 1884. Ig
was plsnted in the Bottom for several years before farmerg

realized 1t was & menace unless properly controlled. Joln-
son gress mkes excellent grazing for cattle and good feed
when out and dried. Therefore it does serve some useful
puarposes, but 1f it gets started on cotton land Herculesmy
efforts are needed to dislodge it. This grass spreads by
its root system &s well as by the seed. Within the last
twenty-Tive years thousands of acres of the best cotton lang
along the Brazos have been abandoned to Jolmson grass. Mist
of this land was worked Ly tenants who made no particulser
effort to cheeck its growth, and the landowner In most cazes

‘had no extra money to hire laborers to keep 1t down

Johnson grass can be controlled by repeated plowiyg,
done now by traotors, by repeated hoeing in hot weather, ang
by digging up the plent amd exposing the roots. Plowing the
land while it is wet is mlso supposed to rot the roots of
this plant.

Other weeds snd grasses thet glve more or less tmuble
in wet yeurs ure the cocklebur, Colorado grass, "careles
weed,” and Bermmuda grass.

The only disesse to affect the bottom cotton to my
large extent has been Texms root rot, which is dlscussed in
the following quotation.

The digeasc has not been found cast of Texas. In
Texas alone the logs fin 1906 was estimated at three
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million dollars.

The generel characteristics of the diseanse are as
follows: the first indication fa the sudden willting
of & single plant, or & mmber of them; this is apt
to occur in May or Jume. During the last of June or
the first of July & large mumber of wilted plants
mgy be seen, later I irregular dead patches.
The plants wilt most frequently on hot days follow-
ing rain. Continuous dry weather tends to hold the
disesse in check.

If the roots of demad ecotton stalks or of those
wilting sre examined, brown threads of fungus will
be found clesely surround the tep root and some
of the lateral roots. Small wartlike bodles, or
sclerotia, ere found in mumerous places on the tap
root and lateral mootam. The roots shrink and decsay.
The fungus Nycelium in younger stages 1s white, and
may be found on roots of plants that asppear healthy.

Sinece this 1is & sofil-borne dlsease, great precau-
tion must be used to prevent the transference of in-
oculated soll to : areas. Soil is often
transferred to carry legume Inoculation, and this
practice may serve to spread the dlsease.

Deep fall plowing mnd the use of lmmme crops,
such a8 gralns, two years in sueceszlon In &
rotation is the only control measure advised.

Cotton farmera in the Bottom are often bothered lty

the cotton plant shedding 1ts bolls and squares because of
woether conditions. If there 1s a ralny season, the plaf

grows repidly end puts on much "fruit". If the weather

then turns hot and dry, the plent camnot mature the "fruit®

it has started, and thus #the shedding process takes muckh

from the yileld.

The next guotation describes the Bottom farmers’

worst insect enemy.

Enemy %Wo. 1 among cotton insects i1s the nortor-
jous boll weevil. HMalking his Tirst sppearance on

2 ®. B. Brown, Cotiton, pp. 285-286.
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the pages of American cotton history in 1862 near
Monclova, Nexico, he forded the Rio CGrande river
in the vicinity of Brownsville, Texas, in 1892.
Thirty {::rs later he had swept the Cotton Belt
except t Toexss anl brought about & revolution
in the cotton industry of the South.

Wew varieties, chamged cultural methods, and
poinon applicetions hmve been used to combat the
weevil. It was in 1915 that Coad showed beyond
doubt that the weevil could be sffectively con-
trolled in the flsld by dusting with caleium
arsenate snd within flive years from that date 4
effective dusting machinery had been developed.

The boll weevil madle his appesrance on the Central
Brages in 1809. In the first fow years following 1900 the
weevil dmmage was so greatt that meny cotton ferms in the
Bottom were ebandoned, simece there seemed no way of combat-
ing the insect. One Tarm of twenty-five Inmdred acres rear
Caslvert, Texas, was ashandoned for five yeare during this
period. Of course the meithods mentioned in the precedirg
paragraph soon brought rellief, but there was slmost s tctal
loss of the orop in 1919, and there is gome infastetion
each year. BErown has the following informetion on the tWl]

weevil. :
| The adult boll weowll 1s & smell grayish or
| brownish weevil, ebou®t ¥4 inch in le h varying
' from to 1/3 inch with a breadth 1/3 of the

The size variles considerably, Mg‘
determined by the amoumt of food suppll
developing larva. Veevils that . in bolls
where food 1z abundantt, are eonaimu{o:.m
then enes that grow im squsares. The co is

S pugene Butler "Fifty Yeers of Cotton Growing,’
Progressive FParmer (Februwary, 1986), pp- 8, 57.
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largely dependent on the sage of the wveevil: newly
hatehed ones sre yellowisth brown, while older ones
become greyish snd derl. Anyone who has seen boll
weevils will have but Litsttle trouble in identify-
ing them. In a cottom fiiceld the presence of weevils
1s indicated by the flarilmg of the bracts of cotton
mmaamwmmmn\vow&mnm-

. If the sgueres whem cout open are found to
contain a shite, curved grrub that has eaten out the
inside of the flower Bwud, there is not mmeh doubt
thet boll weevils are pre:sent.

The boll weevll passes through the winter, or
laying does not begim wmiill co n squeres have
formed. Eggs are depositiced in snell plts or :
ings which the female maikces with her snout.
are usually placed nmemr t#tihs bsge of the flower bud
and inside the corollm.

The egg umder normel @comditions hatches in about
3 g, and the larva, oF [you grub, begins to feed
on plant substence sixout it. It resches matur-

weather importent Dbearing on the length of

¢
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Ferrers of the gentral Brazos have spent many thou.

sands of dollars in the fight sgainst the boll weevll, ang
the methods used are discumsed In the following paragrathg:

The fermer is alded In his fisht sgainst the
weevil by 2 mumber of important matural factors
which tend to reduce thne possible woevll d:?
(1) The weevil is preacitically dependent on -
ton for reprodnction. ((2) The mortality of the
weevil dur the winter 1s very - (a)tm.

cm».muhmwimmumm
It is dnsted on in a dry form when the dew 1s on the ecotien
so that the poison will stlelk to the plamt. Host planters
use & oart machine, a two-wheel two-mile mechine which
straddles a row of eotton. It has three nozzles and will
cover twenty-five to thirty aeres of cotton & night. Aboxt

5 mia., p. 300.
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five to seven pounds of pol.son are used an acre for each gp.

plication. It tekes three or four applicatlions at frequent
intervals to kill most of tle weevils.

Brown nsmes other mesthods of eontrol.

Some other methods oif weevll control are: 21;
destruetion of infested s. (2)

struction of weevils in hibemat {4 Xoatin;
fields to avold weevll diamage. (5) mm::g an early
ecrop of cotton. (6) Barly removal of plents and pre-
paration of land. (7) Uiae o ‘ the sarly variotlies of
cotton. (8) Early planting.

Next to the boll weewvil in importance as a cotton de-
stroyer is the cotton worm o cotton caterpillar. These
worms were mumerous on the Bragos many years before the
weevil came, but only in recent years have they caused ex-
tensive damage. The followimg statement gives Informatisn
on the caterpillar.

w7 SRS, SR e e

matltmbom s
rounam-l nrmaxqm-mn

nog;;omeoe m oggs m"'h’ig”.ﬁ“wm

sometimes mmlnpaumeh lsaf, but never in
ters.

After hatching larvae feods

a':m:g-:h:pm the m.rmau:“ 1::? devouring
8 lower parencihyma pﬁmhg

the upper side until after the first mol Al
thw@themmdfooacrmouurpnhrum
leaves, 1t will frequenttly g-v the tender tﬁg.
and will even dsmage the bO by eating into
in spots. In spite of “Ats comparatively small
size and slender form, this lerva is, 1n fact, very

¢ mid., pp. 502-308.
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voracious, and when occurring in mumbers the ruin
which it secomplishes is complete.

To go into the pupa state the caterpillar spins
a light silken web, uswmally within a folded leaf.
Its color is at first goreen, Dut in the course of
en hour or so0 it changes to brown. The inseet re-
mains in this conditiom for = perlod varying from
one week to thirty days.

The perfeect insect of the cotton caterplller is
a rather small moth of -nenwweqm, some-
times with a somewhat purplish luster.

The first defense umed sgainst the caterpilllar wes
the placing of lights in pams of water on top of posts to
@ attract the moths. Thie 41 & not eatech enough of the mothy

and was diseontinmed. At tihe present time Paris Oreen is
used In a spray form and it put on the plant by & machine
gimilar to the one used in dueting for boll weevils. The
spray csn be used during thie day. Before these machines
were devised, polson was dwsted from sacke on the end of g
; pole carried seross a mmle's back.

The eotton boll worm: helped the weevil to destroy the
: Bottom eotton erop in 1910, tut its damage has been lose
then that of the first two enemles named. The boll worm
works es follows:

! The eotton boll worm destroys cotion squares
Slitios, eweeiatly T Sema, the damage Bs

is considerable.

Eggs are laid on leawwes. After hatching the
young larvae feeds on e surface of the leaves

! 7 :
b L. 0. Howard, The Cotton (Washington: Govern.
: ment Printing Office, 1&) s PP &.
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for & short time snd tlhen enters & square or boll.
After destroying the comtents, it seeks another,
go eontinuing uwntil sewsral have been rulned. ¥When
full grown it enters the ground to pupeste. A moth
huatches from the pupe Inm sbout 2 weeks. This in-
gsect passes the winter =s a pupa in the soll. It
is polsoned in the n-ée menner ag was given for
the cotton leafl worm.

The latest insect to damage cotton In this region hag
been the cotton hopper or cotton fles. It is & small green
bug whose life history and hebits haeve not been worked ocut
completely. This insect camnses the plant to be poorly de-
veloped and to shed most of 1ts squares and bolls. Ib algo
attacks very young cotton smmmd stops lts growth.

The only effective remedy found for the flea 1is
finely ground sulphur that Is blown on the cotton with =
dusting machine. Host fermers use fifteen pounds an acre
and go over the cotton three or four times. |

The most recent methiod uwsed in dusting poison on eot.
ton plante for sontrolling warious insects is by sirplans,
This costs avout one dollar an scre, vhich iIs higher than
the coat of other methods, bwut it has certain advantages.
The work is dome quickly, mnd reiny weather causing mmddy
fields does not stop the polsoning. The plane flies Just
shove the stalks and blows tihe polson on with such foree thet
it sectuslly penetrates the leaves and thme stays on bettes,
This method hes been used vy some of the largest plantationg
near Calvert ind Hearne, but 1t is largely in the experi-

€ ®. B. Brown, Cottom, pp. S15-317.







mentzl stage because of itss hizh cost. There ls some
probability that in the futiure it might be used on a com-
mmity or cooperative basism.

L great many Bottom Carmers begin éusting thelr cot.
ton esrly in the season, ewen though no insects are in
evidence, a8 inswance agallnst possible damage later. If
they walt to begin untill dmmege 1is evident, then more polgon
1s necessary, besides the lloss already incurred from the in.
sects. Vhen the eaterpillewy 1s allowed to run uwnchecked,all
the plant is devoured except the meture bolls and the stallk,
snd the flelds preosent a very ragged and bedraggled appear-
ance. If the ecaterpillasrs do not begin hetching out unill
the middle of August, then some cotton will be made, even
though no polam 1is used, ms most of the bolls are matured
at thet time. However, thewy unnly bateh out much earlier,
especially 1f the sesson 1@ a wet one md the cotton mekes
& large stelk. A cabmﬁMWth‘m’»ﬂuy
msty odor. mmnnumboummmtam,
the cotton plent looks normal from « distemce, but close
examination shows a lack of’ bolls. '

The suecess with whillch cotton Insects are now cor-
trolled is e tribute not omly to the eom-qga and vesourceful-
ness of the farmer, but almo to the patlence and untlring
efforts of entomolozlsts 1m the United States mt of
Agriculture sné in the Texms Agricultural end Mechanieal
College st Collepe Stetion, Texas.







CHMPTER VIII

COMCLUSION

The story of cotton aleong the central Bragos river
is inextricably bound wp with the glemorous history of Texas,
From a time prior to the Cliwil War untlil the present this
region has seen & continuows struggle between msn and the
forces of nature.

To the ploneer, as wsual, fell the hardest struggle,
in which a veritable jungle was cleered and an outlet mede
to the secacosst market. The earliest planters did not have
to contend with the Indisn, as the cettlemen had come be-
fore them snd hed driven hilm westward.

Although the Civil Wer 41d not devastate the cobton
ferms of Texas as much as & 414 those in CGeorgle mnd othey
states, 1t left them In a cheotlic end disorganized condltion.
The chiefl obstacle to progmess prior to thls bime had been
the lack of transportation facillitics to move the cotton to
market. By 1860 the Houstom end Texss Centrsl rallrosd had
been bullt from Houston normth to Hilllcen near the present
Brazos bottom town of Bryem, Texas. In the years immediately
following 1866, this rallroad was extended north througk the
Brazos valley towns of Brymmn, Hearne, and Calvert. The rall-
road veered esst from the river at Cslvert md thence to the
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prairie region of Tezxas. Each of these towns served as a
northern terminus for the mwoad for a brief perlod, at wiigh
time cotton would be freigihted there from many miles and
the btown would have all the characteristics of a boom cotey.
Prom 1870 until well past 1900 (excepting the paniec of 1897)
was the golden era in cotton production along the Eraszos.
Lebor was chesp sad plentifful, living expenses were low, and
the price of cotton was relatively high; so with the exsep-
tion of flood ysars the Beotttom farmers garned substentidl
profits in cotton.

The very fertility of the bottom land has been & hin.
drance to such modern farm developments an the tractor,

diversificetion, and soll eonservation. m are many M..-

uonamumunnanmuu-p\mmm
improvements are secured. :

mm:ummwmmhm‘

of promise in the following ways: MWW&
series omeMﬂ&hﬁnMMi m
control 1s well esteblished; cooperative msrketing is ox 1ts
wey; snd improved living eonditlons for the tensnt md the
dey laborer are slowly ut surely emerging.
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ISDIVIDUWALS DITERVIEWED
Allen, W. S,, A merchent im Calvert, Texas, who was born in
¥i{le= County in 1856.

%“ﬁdigg.‘?" County Survegyor of Helemnan County, beginning

Lene, J. Felton, A citizen of Hearne, Tezas, for forty years,

the edlitor of the m for twenbty-five years
and a former Mr%q Ho is Imown as "The %
Tall Syecsmore of the Bmraszos”.

Tankant, C. 8., A cotton breeder of Vaco, Texus.

Mayo, Thomes, The libparizm of the Texas Agricultural and
Hecharical College, College Station, Texas.

¥eCall, R. x.,zmmmmuammcmut
Texas, alnce 1872. .

¥eCrary, J. R., A plantatlon owner, md s former presidsnt
gtd&o Bragos m'v Cotton o-;;prlth'c Agsocistion,

Price, J. E., Now a residemt of Kosse, M“Mh

struetion Perlod sfter the Civil Ver. . %
Rogers, Mar lorie Almh‘m!&\ 1n, Texse, interested in
i Fells egmty'hht and Texas Y mg:’&?bum
of historicel slet » appearing in us Bews
and periodicals. ; =

Tomlinson, A. P., A gotton: planter et Tomlinson Hill near
Marlin, Texas.

Wood, Fred L., A plumntetiomn owmer near Hesrne, Texas.
Youngblood, J. W., & sotton planter near ¥aco, Texas.
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