


Showrooms and Warehouses
in 14 cities

Factory and General Office
San Angelo, Texas

Member, Tile Council of America

S

SCHOOL ARCHITECTS over mid-America are choosing Mon-
arch glazed ceramic wall tile for two basic reasons. Its completed
installation cost is competitive to other wall surfaces; and, it

eliminates costly maintenance. A recent Monarch Tile installa-

TILE MANUFACTURING INC. tion in an elementary school is shown above. Let us discuss the
advantages of this superior wall surface with you. Contact any
showroom or our general office,

automatic

rEAT PUMP

Every fine home and well-planned building deserves the

very best in modern climate conditioning . .. And nothing

excels the automatic Heat Pump. A single unit . . . a single

thermostate heats and cools alike. Clean, flameless, "
moderate in cost it provides the finest possible year-around Public Service Company
climate comfort. Your Public Service Company of New Mexico of New Mexico

will be happy to discuss the Electric Heat Pump with you
at your convenience.

AN INVESTOR-OWNED, TAXPAYING ELECTRIC UTILITY
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VA PORGILIDEKE

Arkla-Servel proudly announces a design and engineering vehicle which:
1. Gives Y4rd more power without pistons or valves.
2. Provides lowest ownership cost...full 5-year warranty.
3. Is vibration-free ... never needs a tune-up.
4. Has double and triple normal life expectancy, because there
are no moving parts to wear out.
5. Won't lose capacity or jump operating costs with age,
because it has no efficiency-robbing friction.
No, that's not a space age automobile...it's the Arkla-Servel Sun
Valley All-Year gas air conditioner, as it compares to conventional electric
central system air conditioners.
If we were really describing a new auto, you'd probably never buy
anything but the Arkla model. That's what we think about modern Arkla
gas air conditioning, too.
And, if you find the comparisons a bit hard to believe, we
respectfully invite you to talk to your local gas company, or write
Arkla Air Conditioning Corp.

e GAS

ARKLA AIR CONDITIONING CORP + SHANNON BLDG. + LITTLE ROCK, ARK.

AlIR CONDITIONING
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More doors for the choosing
More door for the money

When you specify

CRAWFORD DOORS

Yes, look to Crawford for all the door models,
styles and sizes you'll ever need . . . residen-
tial, industrial or service station. Designed to
complement any style of architecture . . . en-
gineered for “feather-touch” operation . . . .
built to last a trouble-free lifetime. That, in a
nutshell, is why you should specify Crawford

Doors.
CRAWFORD DOOR SALES
of NEW MEXICO

Division of Welch-Erwin Corporation
1726 LOMAS BLVD., N.E. ALBUQUERQUE

Chair and table in office of the New Mexico
0il & Gas Associntion designed by

SOUTHWESTERN MASTER
CRAFTSMEN
116 E. Palace Santa Fe, N. M.  YUcca 3-3971
Offering CONSULTANT & DESIGN SERVICE
For INTERIORS AND CUSTOM FURNITURE

NOTES AND NEWS
New Editors for the NMA. With this issue the NMA

enters an interim under new editors. John Conron and
Bainbridge Bunting jointly will serve as editors during
the year’s absence of Dr. David Gebhard. David has
taken a leave of absence from his post as director of
the Roswell Museum to teach—on a Fulbright appoint-
ment—architectural design and history at the University
of Istanbul. The Gebhards flew to England in mid-Au-

gust en route to Turkey.

The new editors aspire to maintain the high level
of performance and presentation that Dr. Gebhard estab-
lished during his year of editorship. They also take this
opportunity to appeal to the architects of New Mexico
for their suggestions concerning future issues. Negative
criticism as well as positive will always be welcomed.

Register Opens Own Office. Philippe de Montauzan
Register, president of the New Mexico A.LLA., opened
his own office on August first. Phil’s new address: 109
Washington Avenue, Santa Fe. On September first he
will also open a branch office in the Simms Building,
in Albuquerque.

News from the Portland Cement Association. The
Portland Cement Association announces the establish-
ment of a branch office in Albuquerque. Officials thus
far assigned to the office are Bernard C. Smith as Dis-
trict Engineer and Kenneth D. Hansen as Field Engineer.
Mr. Smith has been active in New Mexican engineering
circles since 1953, and Mr. Hansen was a 1955 graduate
in architectural engineering of UNM. P.C.A. is a non-
profit organization supported by some seventy portland
cement-producing companies in USA and Canada.

Another interesting item from the Portland Cement
Association concerns an intensive investigation of the
reported scaling of concrete surfaces during winter
months. The Association, drawing on its research facili-
ties to investigate the situation in the Rocky Mountain
region, concluded that all complaints of scaling without
exception involved concrete that was not air-entrained.

Air-entrained concrete is produced through the use
of air-entraining agents as the concrete is mixed. The
amount of entrained air is usually between 3 and 6 per
cent of the volume of the concrete. Air-entraining port-
land cement is made by grinding small amounts of soap-
like resinous or fatty materials with normal cement
clinker. This produces concrete with billions of micro-
scopie air cells per cubic foot to provide room for expan-
sion of water as it freezes. The P.C.A. urges an air-en-
training agent in work done in this area sufficient to
entrain at least 414 per cent by volume on all outside
flatwork.

Commiittee for the Preservation of Historic Build-
ings. Friday, August 12, found the Committee for the
Preservation of Historic Buildings of the New Mexico
chapter of A.LA. called together for a dinner meeting
in Albuquerque. Nine members (three all the way from
Santa Fe) were present to consider the program for the
coming Autumn. Preservation of the Nusbaum house,
the BIG conservation issue of the present, was discussed,
and subsequently chairman Richard Milner represented
the committee at hearings of the city council in Santa Fe.
Several A.ILA. members from Santa Fe have lead the

continued—page 26 NoTes oN NEWS
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NOTES ON READING

Robert W. Marks, THE Dymaxian WorLD oF
BuckminsTER FULLER.
Reinhold Publishing Corp.. NEW YORK, 1960.

Certainly one of the most fascinating persons in our
contemporary American scene iz the designer Buckmin-
ster Fuller. Not only is Fuller an extremely “popular”
figure among intellectuals, designers and students today,
but he has been outstanding in the minds of many
people for well over 30 years. Those who have had the
opportunity of meeting and hearing this man have in-
evitably been tremendously impressed with his pene-
trating approach to a vast range of human-oriented
problems. Fuller’s geodesic dome is literally a by word
in contemporary architecture, but it should not be for-
gotten that as far back as the late 1920’s that he was
designing his first “Dymaxion” house, which entailed a
full utilization of our mass production techniques; and
that in the 1930’s he was experimenting with his metal
single-piece “unitary” bath room units and his three
wheeled dymaxian automobiles.

The breadth of Fuller's work forms the base for
this study by Robert Marks. Well over half of the book
is devoted to photographs and drawings of Fuller’s de-
signs from the 1920’s to the present. The text seeks pri-
marily to explain Fuller’s creations in the designer’s
own language and within his own philosophical system.
Because of the author’s close rapport with the designer,
one almost feels that the text is by Fuller himself, rather
than someone else. This partisanship on the part of the
author removes any possibility that this might be a
critical study of the remarkable man in terms of the
forces and influences which have played such a signifi-
cant part in his development. As is so often the case
with writings about Frank Lloyd Wright, Fuller is pre-
sented to us as a singular lone genius, completely sep-
arated from the world in which he lived. Perhaps though.
one is expecting too much, especially when the subject
is still living, in the way of a eritical approach.

Although these limitations are quite serious, never-
theless this book does fulfil a real need in simply pub-
lishing Fuller’s many accomplishments. The numerous
illustrations present a rather full and detailed picture
of the many inventions which have occupied the mind
of this remarkable twentieth century man.

—David Gebhard

Frank Lroyp WricHT: WRITINGS AND BUILDINGS selected
by Edgar Kaufmann and Ben Raeburn, MerDIAN Books,
New York $1.95 in paper; $3.95 in cloth.

Because of what publishers have felt to be the limit-
ed circulation of books on architecture and also due to
the expense of producing the many needed illustrative
plates, most architectural books are far more expensive
than people can generally afford. It is welcome to note
that a limited number of inexpensive paper back editions
are now beginning to be published. Among the most
recent of these is the present book which contains a wide
and sensitively selected group of writings by Wright,
together with a large number of half tone and line cut
illustrations of many of his important buildings and
projects. The writings are grouped in such a manner as
to explain the various phases of the architect’s work,
from the early 1890’s until the time of his death in 1959.
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NEW | BRANDS

NEW | VERSATILITY

NEW | POPULARITY

GAS
COOLING!
GAS
HEATING!

Increasing demand from home-
owners and businessmen for the
economy and efliciency of gas air
conditioning and heating systems is
turning additional manufacturers to
production of gas-fired equipment.

Result : A broad selection of efficient
systems for residential, commercial
and industrial applications.

Whether requirements call for a
three-ton residential unit, or a 3,000-
ton industrial installation, you’ll
assure your customers the most
economical and efficient service by
specifying gas-fired equipment. For
details on gas heating and air condi-
tioning, please contact

SOUTHERN UNION
GAS COMPANY




These phases are: “Roots—to 1893, “Prairie Archi-
tecture 1893-1910," “Taliesin 1911-1916,” “Japan 1916-
1922, “Great Projects and Small Houses 1920-1929,”
“Fellowship 1930-1945," “World Architecture 1946-
1959.” The grouping of the writings in this manner serves
the admirable purpose of providing the reader with a
sense of historical periods as seen through the architect’s
own eyes and mind. But at the same time the reader must
cautiously note the date of these individual writings,
for many of them were written years after the events
which they describe and thus entail more hindsight than
foresight.

The illustrations alone would make this book well
worth buying and an additional premium and bonus pro-
vided the reader is a map and a listing by cities and
and town (with street addresses) of Wright's executed
work. Thus the reader may take this small pocket book
along with him on his travels as a field guide to Wright’s

buildings.
—David Gebhard
at Blue Prints
White Prints
9 0 u‘h f\}:{;:\?f:: :SSuppIies
1 Engineers Supplies
CREGO BLOCK COMPANY Qovice | e 6 octven
6026 Second NW DI 4-3475

Albuquerque, New Mexico CQQUQ Qﬂ[eab
Maoker of the FINEST outoclaved CDQPhOdUCﬁOﬂS

products in New Mexico
417 4th N.W. 128 Quincy N.E
CH 7-9565 AL 5-8606

THE HALLMARK OF QUALITY
IN
ELECTRICAL SIGNS

Neon Plexiglas
Quality Our Foundation

ELECTRICAL PRODUCTS

CO. OF NEW MEX.

Architects: Qur services include conferences, assistance
in design, complete with engineering and installation.

ELECTRICAL PRODUCTS COMPANY OF NEW MEXICO
210 Central N.E. Albuquerque, New Mexico
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AM . . the snield T American Marietta

the shield you look for when you want qualih

materials. It's the sign that assures you of o

staff behind the product,

professional

the way from the planning state to the finished

building. The value of years of experience in the
use of concrete — in all of its forms — is offered

for beams and slabs in churches, machine shops,
shopping centers, industrial buildings, schools and
also residences. Talk to an American Marietta man
today about the advantages of pre-stressed concrete
And watch for the AM shield when you look for

quality materials

Concrete Products Division

Southwest District
2800 Second St. SW, Aubuquerque, New Mexico
Ira B. Miller, District Manager

One-step, spray-on
fireproofing

by ZONOLITE" |

applies direct to steel. ..
fast, firm, fool-proof!

® Direct application saves slow, costly prepa-
ration. Scaffolding and application time are
slashed, other trades can follow up fast.

® Applied right on steel, MONO-KOTE leaves
maximum space for mechanical installations,
saves up to 7-inches per story in height.

® Hard, firm monolithic surface has high re-
sistance to fissuring and cracking, withstands
severe temperature and humidity changes.

Complete data on new Zonolite Mono-Kote,
including Underwriters’ Laboratories fire test
information, is yours for the asking. Phone
your Zonolite Sales Office, or write Zonolite
Company today.

SOUTHWEST VERMICULITE CO.

1822 First Street, Northwest » Albuquerque, N. M.
Phone: CHapel 7-2244
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SOUTHWEST BLOOD BANK ALBURBUERQUE

The Southwest Blood Bank was completed in October, 1959. Excepting portions reserved for
service, the entire 4200 square foot area is treated as a single, flowing space. Separated by perforated
masonry screens or shoulder-high partitions of glass or wood, this large area is partially divided into
areas for three main activities: blood donor areq, blood processing-storage-delivery areo, and adminis-
trative area. Suspended ceilings containing ductwork also serve to divide the space visually. This
large amount of open area is a result of the client’s request that blood donors be able to see the
complete operation of the blood bank, thus putting them more at ease while giving of their blood.

The client also r(_quu"».t_'d a non-commercial appearance for the building. As the site is in an
older, ill-maintained sec of Albuguerque, there was little inducement to introduce windows into
the design. The only reﬁcs!f:t.v‘. used is on the main facade, fronting to the west and therefore
protected by solar screens,

The structure consists of steel
1l
Il

or ' "J[J'l' 15 r'r'ld a T um
ar screen, The building
fitted with blood-

roof deck,
has refrigera a
processing equip , has @ walk-in reefer for blood stor
Offic ic.'a of the Southwest Blood Ba
specifically designed to function as a blood bank
is welcome to visit the building at the comer of

age,

g is one of the few in !'r'»'_» United States
ted in the operation of o blood bank
Lead STrEc\:, SF
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San Agustin de la Isleta
is one of the key monuments
in that at chain of mission
stations built by Franciscan
friars in the remote province
of Nuevo Mexico between
1607 and 1834. One of the
earliest churches erected in
this - area, perhaps 1626
though the exact date is un-
certain, it is also a perfect
stylistic representative of this
class of monuments.

Characteristic are the
church’s long, narrow nave,
the polygonal apse and the
low-lying convento or priest’s
house to one side. These ele-
ments repeat, in New Mexican

, forms that had a cen-

earlier been constructe
in stone by Spanish mission-
aries who came to old Mexico
to convert the Aztecs., Indecd,
the ancestry of these churches
could even be traced to Spain
itself, though there the proto-
types are not as simply and
clearly discerned as in the
sixteenth century “fortress
churches” of old Mexico.

Another outstanding fea-
ture of the Isleta church is
the original transverse clear-
story window placed above
the roof of the nave and il-
luminating the area immedi-
ately about the altar. As the
naves of all New Mexican
churches were originally very
dark, the flood of overhead

ARCHITECTS FOR REMODELING:
McHusH & Hooker, BRADLEY
P. KiDDER AND ASSOCIATES.

Photographs top to botton: 1860
(Museum of New Mexico); 1931
(New Mexico Magazine); 1961 (New
Mexico Tourist Bureau); 1050 (John
MeHugh). Opposite page photo-
graphs. John McHugh; sketch, Al-
bert Clark,




light admitted to the altar by this large clearstory
window was once even more dramatic than is the
present effect.

Other than this opening, early churches were illumi-
nated only by two or three small windows fitted with
solid wood shutters: the |urge. g]ass-fi“('d windows
currently in use were added only after Yankee occupa-
tion of New Mexico.

Whereas important Mexican prototypes were
spanned by masonry vaults, sometimes even elaborate
late Gothic ribbed vaults. the New Mexican copies
were covered with simple wooden roofs. Large pine
vigas support a covering of short thin poles (latias or
savinos) which in turn support a covering of bark
or moss and then a thick layer of clay impenetrable
to water. Often the vigas are supported at their wall
ends by a range of elaborately profiled corbels, and
sometimes the latias are set in a herringbone pattern
and even painted different colors. Because of damp-
ness in the clay roofing material, these wooden ceilings
have had to be replaced at intervals. The corbels,
least exposed to the damp, often out-last several sets
of vt’gﬂs. In the recent restoration of Isleta, the date
1716, incised and darkly painted, was discovered in
one of the corbels near the altar (right side, second
corbel from altar wall). Although the naves of vault-
ed Mexican mission churches often measure from 35
to 45 feet in width. New Mexican churches are limited
by their wooden and earth construction to widths of
25 to 30 feet; they are also proportionally shorter
and lower than their Mexican ancestors.

One final similarity between old and new Mexi-
can churches might be mentioned: the choir loft
(coro) placed in a balcony immediately above the
main doorway. In Mexico these coros were custom.
arily supported on masonry vaults while here there
are simple wooden beams, but in both instances il-
lumination derives from a single small window just
over the front entrance. Access to the coro was from
the adjacent convento though the recent remodeling
at Isleta has provided a new little stairway rising
directly from the nave,

Our knowledge of the history of San Agustin is
far from exact. This is so in part because records
are missing and also because the building itself con-
tains so little internal evidence regarding the modifi-
cations that have been made from time to time. Adobe
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is such a fugitive material. Melting and eroding away
or being added to with such facility, adobe buildings
are constantly subject to modifications. And since
adobe brick made in 1626 look quite like adobe brick
made from the same clay pit in 1826, the historian
can not distinguish one building campaign from
another.

As for the antiquity of the present church of San
Agustin, there is no cogent reason to doubt that the
present edifice is, in part at least, the original struc-
ture of 1626. Tts architectural features are comparable
to those of the earliest New Mexican churches, and
there are no historical circumstances which cast
doubt on its age. This is all the more true as Isleta
was the one pueblo that did not take part in the Indian
uprising against the Spanish in 1680. Sometime be-
fore the Spanish reconquered the Rio Grande valley
in 1692, Isleta church was burned by hostile Indians
but this damage was not beyond repair. There was a
hasty reparation in 1706 and a more thorough renova-
tion in 1716, the date of the apsidal corbel mentioned
above. George Kubler, the authority on New Mexican
churches (The Religious Architecture of New Mexico,
Taylor Museum, Colorado Springs, 1940) suggests
additional renovations in the mid-nineteenth and
early twentieth centuries.

The other thing about adobe, aesthetically chal-
lenging but elusive to the historian, is the ease with




which the whole character of a building can be altered
with a minimum of effort—new openings punched here
and old ones filled in there, whole wings added or
allowed to dissolve into a low clay mound that can
scarcely be distinguished from the ground on which
the building stands, silhouettes altered by merely re-
placing a couple of courses of adobe masonry or
adding a light wooden superstructure or roof. And
this does not even suggest the havoc \\.‘r(m;_'hl b)’ such
modern hazards as hard plaster and steel casement.
The enormous variations in external appearances
achieved within less than a century at lsleta are
chronicled by the four accompanying photographs.
And had earlier Spanish or Indian settlers found time
to draw pictures of this building, it is quite likely
that equally drastic changes in appearance would
have been chronicled for the previous two and a
quarter centuries,

As for San Agustin’s original appearance, all we
can do is hypothesize a crenelated roofline, similar to
the extant stone battlements of Mexican churches.
The first photographs of Isleta may have been made as
early as the 1860’s but a surely dated photograph of
1876 shows the same elements: the undulating outline
of the face with its central espadaria and the two-
storied, three-arched convento to the right. Subse-
quent pictures are self explanatory and indicate the
changing tastes and technology of the Rio Grande
valley—a corregated iron roof of about 1910 and the
concrete block towers of 1959,

The most recent remodeling of San Agustin de la
Isleta was carried out by the Santa Fe firm of archi-

Photograph by Laura Gilpin, 1988,

tects, McHugh and Hooker, Bradley P. Kidder and
Associates. The significant aspect of this undertaking
was the removal of the iron roof and re-activation of
the transverse clearstory window. This feature once
again floods the altar with light and thus dramatically
focuses attention on this all-important area. The
church interior has benefited by the removal of some
of the nineteenth century clutter. Required cult images
were placed in discrete niches cut into the thick adobe
walls as were inconspicuous glass panels that conceal
modern electric lights. The fresh white plaster of in-
terior walls follow the undulating surfaces of adobe
masonry and form a fine background for the collec-
tion of venerable religious paintings.

On the exterior the substitution of hard plaster
is more practical if somewhat less vibrant than was
the old mudded surface, but perhaps Isleta women
no longer can find time for the yearly exercises of
plastering which almost amount to ritual in some
New Mexico villages. Lastly, one cannot fail to regret
those perky little 1830 towers of wood which formerly
crowned the ponderously buttressed facade. Incon-
gruous as was that contrast, the combination was
somehow indicative of a particular time and place.
The new block towers, more rationally related, it is
true, to the base, are also less distinctively and specifi-
cally Isleta. Without a blush of embarassment this
new facade might appear on any church in any neigh-
borhood in any community between the Panhandle
and Los Angeles—an interchangeable architecture for
an interchangeable man in an interchangeable society.

—DBainbridge Bunting

FPhotograph by Bainbridge Bunting, 1960




NEW STEEL BEARING WALL* OFFERS THE MANY
ADVANTAGES OF CURTAINWALL PREFABRICATION

An ingenious new PAC /WALL concept
integrates steel open web joist with
panels and fenestration to provide a
e finished interior / exterior,
N/ \ /\\* prefabricated wall unit for one-

T === and two-story buildings.

TR AT Advantages include:
“= efficient use of materials » more
, floor space « elimination of projecting
. ~~Z7>  columns * very narrow column

: sight lines * reduction of construction
time » structural analysis can provide
for seismic-wind plus bearing loads

E prefabrication quality control

D THE JOHN BARNES COMPANY
i [j P.0. Box 131, 700 Haines Ave.

Albugquerque, N. M. » CH 7-1521

B
*patent applied for agent and erector for PACIFIC CURTAINWALL, INC. pL J

Terry Atkinson, A.LA., Architect

In the design of the Banes Company Tucson office, the purpose was to
show how originality and practicality are possible at the same time
through the use of Standard Butler Components.

Southwest builder and distributor for Butler Buildings @
THE BANES COMPANY, INC.

ALBUQUERQUE — EL PASO - TUCSON — PHOENIX - FARMINGTON
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THE LAST DAYS OF

“And therefore I move that the Nusbaum prop-
erty be retained in its entirety as a parking lot; that
the trees on the property be retained as far as po.ssable
that any artifacts within the building which the Mu-
seum of New Mexico deem worth saving be given to
them . . . . 5

These were the words which, on the night of Au-
gust 10, 1960, apparently sealed the fate of the Nus-
baum House, one of the earliest Territorial homes in
Santa Fe.

The Nusbaum House, at the intersection of Wash-
ington Avenue and Nusbaum Street, was built in the
1850’s by Solomon Spiegelberg. Walls and some in-
terior partitions are 2’-8” thick adobe. The rectangu-
lar house, 78 by 48 feet, is set back 55" from Wash-
ington Street. The facade is graced with a Territorial
portal with gently tapering square white columns.
About 1900, a second story was added with 1°.8”
thick adobe walls and a matching portal. The prop-
erty. which extends 180" behind the house, has many
trees, the largest of which are between the house and
Washington Avenue. Empty for the past three years,
the Nusbaum House had served Santa Fe as a board-
ing house and hotel for the 45 previous years. The
exterior of the building reminds one of the Thomas O.
Larkin House, 1835, in Monterey.

Herewith is presented a chronicle of the 28 days
preceding the fateful day of August 10th and subse-
quent events up to press-time, as reported in Santa Fe's
daily newspaper, “The New Mexican.”

Jury 14. SECOND OFF-STREET PARKING
LOT SET FOR SANTA FE THIS YEAR . . . “The
city council last night approved a long-term lease on
the Nusbaum property immediately adjacent to city
hall on the south, with plans to convert the six-tenths
of an acre lot into off-street parking capable of ac-
comodating from 80-86 cars.

The 15-year lease, at a base rate of $600 a month
with an escalator clause based on a cost of living in-
dex, becomes effective Aug. 1. It carries an option
for another 15 years when the first term expires .

A large adobe house, now vacant, will be razed
to make way for the parking lot . . ..”

Jury 17. The first two letters to the editor are
printed. One, expressing “deep regret,” suggests that
the building could be used as an office building, city
museum, or expanded library. The second, terming
the city’s plans “ill-advised,” suggests the building
is more valuable than the minute the parking lot
might save motorists,

Jury 19. SF STORM OF PROTEST MOUNTS
OVER RAZING OF OLD BUILDING . . . “Follow-
ing a lengthly discussion last night, the Old Santa Fe
Assn. mapped plans to ‘do all it can to preserve the
old [Nusbaum] building.” John Gaw Meem, president
of the organization, said today. He said a delegation
from the association was planning to meet this after-

THE NUSBAUM HOUSE?

— A CHRONICLE
BY MARK HEYMAN

noon with Mayor Leo T. Murphy to present specific
proposals for the use of the Nusbaum property . . . .

Meem termed the building ‘characteristic of the
old Territorial style of Santa Fe.” He said that while
the building ‘did not have a history comparable to
that of the Palace of the Governors,” it is a type
which the city’s historical zone ordinance was design-
ed to include. Its chief historical significance, Meem
said, is its origin as part of the Ft. Marcy military
complex in the Civil War period . . . .

‘We (the Association) have been puzzled by the
policy of tearing down old buildings to provide park-
ing space for tourists who come to Santa Fe to look
at old buildings,” Meem declared . . . .”

Jury 20. OLD SF ASSN. MAY TACKLE RENO-
VATION . . . “A temporary compromise with ‘time
for us to see what we can do’ came out of a meeting
vesterday afternoon between city officials and repre-
sentatives of the Old Santa Fe Assn. . ..” The Asso-
ciation offers to raise funds necessary to restore the
building.

Same pATE. Editorial: SOLUTION TO LAND-
MARK PROBLEM . . . “In the case of the Nushaum
property it now seems clear that Santa Fe does not
necessarily face a choice between a shady downtown
landmark and a parking lot. It can have both.

Architect Robert Plettenberg, working with the
Old Santa Fe Association, has drafted preliminary
plans which show how parking for some 60 cars could
be arranged behind the old Nusbaum building. That
means that the unique old structure could be retained
at the cost of decreasing parking space only shghlly
from the original plan for about 85 vehicles .

Jury 22. A half-page advertisement by Lhe Old
Santa Fe Association: NOW IS THE TIME FOR
SANTA FE TO PROTECT ITS HERITAGE . . .
HERE ARE THE FACTS: *1. If this old Terri-
torial home is removed in favor of a parking lot, the
view for residents and visitors alike will be over 3
blocks of parking areas with unsightly back-sides of
buildings exposed. 2. Santa Fe can still have its
cake and eat it too by building a parking area for
50 to 60 cars instead of 85 in back of the Nusbaum
house, thus adding more income to the city than an
entire parking area could bring . . . .” The ad ended
with a plea to write or speak to city councilmen and
to contribute to an escrow fund for the reconditioning

of the building.

Jury 24. SANTA FE FACES CHALLENGE TO
SAVE NUSBAUM BUILDING. This is the headline
of Oliver LaFarge’s weekly column. LaFarge very
strongly takes the side of the Association’s plan and
asks his readers to make their opinions known and
send in their contributions. He concludes, “This is
our chance to prove that the people of Santa Fe can
act as well as protest.”
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JuLy 26. Headline across the top of page one:
$22,000 RAISED IN LAST DITCH FIGHT TO SAVE
NUSBAUM HOUSE. In three days a sum equal to
the estimate for restoration is raised and a six-member
delegation appears before “an apparently unreceptive
city council.” After a long discussion, decision is post-
poned until the following night’s official council meet-
ing.

JuLy 28. NUSBAUM BUILDING DECISION
DELAYED. A two hour council meeting ends with a
motion to delay decision until August 10 to “allow
the city to explore the possibilities of finding another
area near the Plaza for a parking lot” and to give the
Association time “to continue its drive” and to come
up with a plan for assuming responsibility of the city’s
lease. There are 11 speakers pro and one con. Meem
reads letters from the owners of the historic Sena and
Prince buildings. Why, they ask, should they con-
tinue to preserve buildings which, though important
to the city’s tourist trade, are uneconomic in them-
selves when the city government will destroy a similar
structure without a second thought? Meem proposes
that the city sub-lease the building to the association
for 8300 a month. Attorney Jack Watson says the
city must “go through channels” before making a de-
cision, pointing out that before a permit for demoli-
tion is issued in the Historical Zone, it must be ap-
proved by the City Planning Commission and the
Historical Committee. Replies the attorney for the
city, “The City Council can take whatever action it
wants. The Planning Commission is subordinate to
the council. The council is ‘king’ and the ‘king can
do no wrong.’”

PENCIL SKETCH BY JOHN MCHUGH

Aucust 7. A full-page ad by the Old Santa Fe
Association: AN OPEN LETTER TO THE CITY
COUNCIL. The facts of the case are reviewed and
the Association now offers to sublease the building
for $350 a month, allowing the city to operate the re-
maining parking lot on a profitable basis.

Same pate. HISTORIC SITES UNIT PRO-
POSED. The mayor proposes an “historical sites ad-
visory commission to catalog and authenticate sites
and buildings in Santa Fe . . . At the same time, the
mayor said he would recommend that the council pro-
ceed with its plans to raze the Nusbaum building . . .
‘In the face of the controversy which has arisen over
the Nushaum property, my recommendation may seem
contradictory; however it is not,” the mayor declared.
‘The lengthy debate and series of public hearings on
the matter have been manifestations of a healthy at-
titude within the community’ . . . .”

SAME pATE. Oliver LaFarge’s column: NUS.
BAUM BUILDING STRUGGLE BRINGS OUT NU-
MEROUS FACTORS. LaFarge notes the great
strength of the “referendum” which was conducted
by the Association in terms of hard cash. He con-
cludes: “We are warned . . . that if the Nusbaum
building goes down, we may also lose the Prince and
Sena buildings, which would be a catastrophe. We
can require that new buildings comply with certain
style requirements. Fine. But pull out all the really
old ones, everything that really backs up the city's
claim to age, authenticity and a special culture, and
pretty soon it will look like a mouthful of false teeth,
with a single old molar, the Governor’s Palace, in
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one corner. Nobody, but nobody, will cross the con-
tinent just to look at a well constructed set of den-
tures.”

Aucust 8. NUSBAUM SITE ONLY SPOT MUR-
PHY SAYS. “Mayor Leo Murphy said today that ‘in
three years of surveys and discussions’ the city Park-
ing Authority found no location except the Nusbaum
bulldmg site which would meet downtown parking
needs within the limits of the city’s financial re:
sources . ...

Aucust 9. PLANNERS ASK COMPROMISE.
The City Planning Commission, at a special meeting,
votes six to one to recommend that the city council
“give all possible consideration to the Old Santa Fe
Assn. compromise proposal and to accept it if they
can possibly see their way to do so.” The story also
quotes Meem who points out that the new “historie
sites commission” would be a good idea, but not en-
tirely necessary, as the Planning Commission had
already reported 26 sites and buildings, including
the Nusbaum House, as important. Another report,
this time by outside planners, had specifically men-
tioned the Nusbhaum building as worthy of preserva-
tion.

SAME DATE.
A MIRACLE.

Aucust 11. NUSBAUM BUILDING DOOMED:
COUNCIL UNITED. After an hour and a half dis-
cussion from the crowded meeting hall (of the 16
speakers, 14 favor saving the building), the council
unanimously passes the motion quoted at the begin-
ning of this chronicle.

Editorial: WE STILL HOPE FOR

August 12. Letter to the editor: "It is interest-
ing to speculate what could be behind the demonstra-
tion of cultural ignorance demonstrated by the City
Council Wednesday in deciding to demolish the Nus-
boum house. In the decision to destory a permanent
landmark for something that is not even a long-term
solution to the long-range parking problems of the
city, the Council ignored all pleas to reconsider that
a landmark destroyed is gone forever. It octed wnb
a stubborn and somewhat indecent haste . . .

August 14, Letter to the editor: “A strange thing
has happened! Under our legally constituted govern-
ment, officials such as councilmen are elected to repre-
sent the interests of their taxpaying electors. Yet, the
unanimous vote of our city council to raze the MNus-
baum building does in o way represent the wishes
of our citizens , . . .

August 19, Letter to the editor: "“There is an
old proverb that says, ‘A guest for a while sees a mile.

As a guest in your interesting city | witnessed a
spectacle that was funnier than any Broadway farce
| have yet seen. As a resident of New Jersey, 17 miles
from Broadway, | have seen many.

Wednesday evening | ottended the meeting of
your council and as scon as | looked at their faces it
wos plain to see that whatever decisions were to be
made had already been agreed upon. The call for
citizens to voice their opinions was a mere sop of ap-
peasement to let them ‘blow off steam”

It is easy to tear down. To build something worth
seeing is something else again. In 60 odd years I've
never heard of anyone going anywhere to view a park-
ing lot , . ..

Are Santa Fe residents really so lazy they can't

walk a few blocks?”

Auvcust 21. NO LEGAL ACTION PLANNED
BY OSFA NOW. At the annual meeting of the Old
Santa Fe Association, Meem says that legal action
would be taken only after other courses of action are
exhausted. “During the session, a letter from Mayor
Leo T. Murphy was read, which asked the Associa:
tion’s cooperation in establishing a ‘historical sites
commission’ to help determine which buildings here
are worthy of preservation. Following the reading,
ore of the members stood up and labeled the letter
‘sheer hypocrisy’, a comment which brought loud ap-
plause from the other members.”

Auvcust 22, Under a photograph of a sign in-
scribed, “Future Home of Ye Olde Historical Park-
ing Lot Founded MCMLX™ — “BIG SIGN. The sign
shown above was left sometime Friday night in front
of the Nusbaum building on Washington Ave., which

—continued on page 23
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is to be razed and converted to a parking lot by the
city. The sign measured about four feet by eight feet,
and rested on a sturdy wooden frame.”

Auvcust 24. Legal advertisement, Section 1, Ad-
vertisement for Bids. “Municipal Parking Lot at Nus-
baum Street and Washington Avenue, Phase 1. The
City Council of the City of Santa Fe, New Mexico
will receive sealed bids for the removal and disposal
of building on the proposed Municipal Parking lot
on the Southeast corner of Washington Avenue and
Nusbaum Street . . . "

Auvcust 30. TO BLOCK DEMOLITION. “The
Old Santa Fe Assn. notified the mayor and the city
council today it will file a court suit asking a writ of
mandamus to block the proposed demolition of the
Nusbaum building . . .

The legal point which the OSFA hopes to have
decided by the action is whether the city council must
follow the procedures established by city ordinances
or whether it is legally ‘supreme’ and thus able to by-
pass these procedures . . . .

In his letter to city officials, Meem again asked
the council to reverse its decision to tear down the
old building and stated that the Association’s offer
still stands to pay $350 monthly as our share of the
$600 monthly lease for the right to restore the build-
R oimiie

SepremBer 1. COUNCIL SLAMS DOOR ON
PLEA—OSAF FILES SUIT TO DELAY RAZING
OLD NUSBAUM HOUSE. “The Old Santa Fe Assn.
today carried its battle to save the old Nusbaum build-
ing to the courts, after the city council last night
slammed the door on the OSFA request for a stay of
execution for the structure on Washington Ave,

As expected, an alternative writ of mandamus
was obtained this morning by the Association and its
president, John Gaw Meem, from Dist. Judge James
Scarborough refraining the city from tearing down
the Nusbaum building.

The writ, which names the city, Mayor Leo Mur-
phy, councilmen, Building Inspector Mel Hagman
and City Mgr. Marion Sebastian, directs them ‘to per-
form their duties in accordance with controlling
statutes and ordinances’ and to obtain or acquire an
application for a permit and to submit it to the Histori-
cal Style Committee and the Planning Commission.

In addition to refraining the city from demoli-
tion, the writ also refrains constructing on the proper-
ty ‘until a permit is granted’ or ‘to show cause’ at 2
p-m., Sept. 13, in the courthouse here why the city
should ‘not do so and why the writ should not be made
permanent.’

The council last night, on the motion of Alder-
man Orlando Fernandez, voted unanimously to fol-
low through with plans for razing the structure to
make room for a second municipal parking lot at the
location adjacent to city hall . . . .

Meem requested that the council hold up demo-
lition of the old adobe building until a planning
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group, already engaged to draw up a master plan for
the city can complete a study and submit a report as
to the feasibility and value of a parking facility at the
Washington Ave. location.

The Association spokesman even offered to pay
the rent (3600 monthly under the lease arrangement)
during the period it would take to complete the
study . ..."”

SepreMBER 20. Editorial: CITY HALL FOR-
GETS A LESSON. “Those who make up Santa Fe's
solidly Democratic city administration seem to have
forgotten a lesson residents of this town once taught
the Republican Party,

The lesson was that Santa Fe citizens will toler-
ale an arrogant attitude at the city hall only so long.
The Republicans learned the hard way, being exiled
from the city hall for a decade by fed-up voters . . .

The grim-jawed determination of the Mayor and
City Council to build a parking lot between City Hall
and the Greer Building, whether the public likes it or
not. has been a disturbing thing to watch.

In this single-minded drive, the Mayor and Coun-
cil have ignored the procedures prescribed in the city’s
ordinances. They have ignored the recommendation
of the City Planning Commission—and they have ig-
nored expressions of public opinion which have indi-
cated overwhelming public disapproval of the project.

Wednesday night's performance of the council
was the low point of this entire affair.

We can think of no possible explanation or ex-
cuse for the council’s summary rejection of a proposal
by John Gaw Meem that demolition of the old Nus-
baum building and clearing of the parking lot be post-
poned until completion of a comprehensive city plan-
ning study now being made . . . .

The good sense of delaying construction of a city
parking lot until completion of a study to determine
where such lots should be located is obvious, to say
the least. Why else spend $60,000 for such a planning

report?

Members of the Planning Commission have seri-
ous doubts about the Nusbaum location. They ques-
tion whether it is large enough to be economically
feasible. They question the wisdom of locating the
lot with its entrance-exit on Washington Avenue in the
block that already produces one of the city’s worst
traffic jams every afternoon. They question the wis-
dom of locating this lot, which can only further serve
to slow traffic, immediately adjoining the emergency
exits of the police and fire departments.

In the early stages of locating this second mu-
nicipal parking lot, city officials made it clear that
there was no particular hurry and that it was intended

COMMON HOLLOW

BRICK STRUCTURAL

FACE TILE

BRICK SCR and HOLLOW
BRICK

distributors for
acme
BRICK COMPANY

samples & literature
on request

KINNEY BRICK

COMPANY, INC.
P. O. Box 86
Ph. CHapel 2-0246

Office ot Brick & Tile Works
5 Miles South on Second Street

Albuquerque, New Mexico

Look for this shield displayed by leading
plumbing, heating and air conditioning
dealers and homebuilders in New Mezico,

It's The Sign Of Pre-Engineered Excellence

BROWN PIPE & SUPPLY
Albuquerque—Farmington—Santa Fe

MANUFACTURERS OF

Asphalt Roofing
WHICH MEET FEDERAL AND
ASTM SPECIFICATIONS

Now featuring the new

locking tab shingle with the
“break - 'n - half” feature

more to satisfy future demands than current needs. ROOFING PRODUCTS, INC.
Why the hurry now? Why doesn’t the council 1621 Williams St. SE — CH 3-5619
want to wait for completion of the current planning Albuquerque, New Mexico
study?”
—to be continued
N M A, September - October, ‘60 23



general
pumice

corp.

santa fe
new
mexico

Armco STEELOX wall panels and struc-
tural members are attractively and func-
tionally blended with brick and wood in
this school building ot Middleton, Ohio.
Armco steel buildings and prefabricated
units provide the architect with a new
freedom in design.

Bordenave Construction Co., Inc.
P. O. Box 1402 Albuquerque, N. M.
CHapel 3-2882

Archatex Sunbar
Solar Sereen

Available in four matte
glazes, white, brown,
turquoise and yellow

and in four beautiful
shapes. An easy, inexpensive
way to get some

unusual effects in both
interiors and exteriors.

Samples on request

New Mexico Marble & Tile Co.
New Mexico’s Oldest

and Largest Tile Contractors
414 2nd St. SW—CH 3-5541

24 N M A, September - October, 60




NEW, FREE TELEPHONE SERVICE FOR ARCHITECTS,
CONTRACTORS, BUILDERS

We'll Run Concealed Telephone Wiring In The Homes You're
Building At No Cost To You Or Your Client

Concealed Telephone Wiring — run during construction to any number of locations
in a home where telephones might eventually be needed — is now yours for the
asking. That’s right. We'll send an installer to your jobs — big or small — to in-
clude this extra feature at no cost to you or your client. If you are interested, just
call the Telephone Business Office in your community.

NOUTRIT STHIES  TELEPAONE

LAVALITE"” masonry units

One of the superior concrete products available from Edgar D. Otto
& Son, New Mexico’s oldest and largest manufacturer of concrete
masonry products.

Any concrete product is only as good as the care used in making it. For
over twenty years, Edgar D. Otto & Son has emphasized quality in
design and manufacture,.

LAVALITE® masonry units are produced by the exclusive Unimex
process which assures you of the highest standards of . . . durability . . .
dimensional stability . . . uniformity of texture.

®T M. Reg. U.S. Pat. Off.

E DGAR D.[]| TTO & SON, Inc.
hd

MANUFACTURERS OF SUPERIOR CONCRETE PRODUCTS
2700 Second St. SW ® P.O. Box 387 ® Albugquerque, N. M,

N M A, September - October, '60



BETTER
Weatherstrips
Caulking
Installation
Service
Cooperation

E WEATHER FEND CO.
et Fartaction”

Lasdond du
P. O. Box 1421

1910 Broadway NE
Albuquerque, N. M.
Phone CH 3-4361

New Mexico’s
Most Complete Line of
Materials and Supplies

e Supplies for
Contractors-

e. Construction
Materials

e Municipal
Supplies

McCaffrey-Way

Materials & Supply Co., Inc.
2107 Menaul Bivd., NE
Dlamond 4-1681

—continued from page 6 NOTES AND NEWS

preservation fight on the home front. Work done by
staff and architectural students of the UNM in recording
historic buildings was reviewed and a standard short
form for recording significant New Mexican buildings
was established. The UNM was designated as the region-
al repository for these records. A field trip to important
historic architectural sites (the first we hope of a series)
was planned for September 18 in Santa Fe.

Regional Meetings of the A.I.A. Two regional meet-
ings of the A.I.A. are planned for mid-autumn in this
area, one in El Paso and a second in Tucson. The ninth
annual conference of the Western Mountain District of
A.LA. will convene October 26-29 in Tucson. Speakers
will include Carl Feiss, leading urban planner, Philip
Will, president of A.ILA., and James Hunter, an A.LA.
vice-president. The theme of the conference is pertinent
“Architecture and Planning for Arid Regions.” Also
scheduled is a post-conference tour to Mexico City.

The El Paso meeting on November 2, 3 and 4 will
be an international gathering. Sponsored jointly by the
Sociedad de Arquitectos Mexicanos and the Texas Society
of Architects, this meeting is entitled “Architecture for
the Americas.” Specifically problems of “Collaboration
in Planning Between Our Nations” will be discussed,
and the gathering will be addressed by the presidents of
national architectural organizations in both Mexico and
this country. The social life will also be international
with diversions planned in both El Paso and Ciudad

Juarez.
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