University of New Mexico

UNM Digital Repository

Political Science ETDs Electronic Theses and Dissertations

Spring 5-28-1927

A History of New Mexico Election Laws

William E. Harper

Follow this and additional works at: https://digitalrepositoryunm.edu/pols_etds
& Part of the Political Science Commons

Recommended Citation
Harper, William E.. "A History of New Mexico Election Laws." (1927). https://digitalrepositoryunm.edu/pols_etds/44

This Thesis is brought to you for free and open access by the Electronic Theses and Dissertations at UNM Digital Repository. It has been accepted for

inclusion in Political Science ETDs by an authorized administrator of UNM Digital Repository. For more information, please contact disc@unm.edu.


https://digitalrepository.unm.edu?utm_source=digitalrepository.unm.edu%2Fpols_etds%2F44&utm_medium=PDF&utm_campaign=PDFCoverPages
https://digitalrepository.unm.edu/pols_etds?utm_source=digitalrepository.unm.edu%2Fpols_etds%2F44&utm_medium=PDF&utm_campaign=PDFCoverPages
https://digitalrepository.unm.edu/etds?utm_source=digitalrepository.unm.edu%2Fpols_etds%2F44&utm_medium=PDF&utm_campaign=PDFCoverPages
https://digitalrepository.unm.edu/pols_etds?utm_source=digitalrepository.unm.edu%2Fpols_etds%2F44&utm_medium=PDF&utm_campaign=PDFCoverPages
http://network.bepress.com/hgg/discipline/386?utm_source=digitalrepository.unm.edu%2Fpols_etds%2F44&utm_medium=PDF&utm_campaign=PDFCoverPages
https://digitalrepository.unm.edu/pols_etds/44?utm_source=digitalrepository.unm.edu%2Fpols_etds%2F44&utm_medium=PDF&utm_campaign=PDFCoverPages
mailto:disc@unm.edu

)-UNIVERSITY LIBRARIES

B

Al4429 52825k







i

ot

dﬁ'lr 7 #

{aie
i
£ JhEp
|"v,-||' iy -

',.“".. T

e
1 e S

_ \}; " N

. :

SO ';nl

¢ A he
LA

o = .rL' Lk

Wlug- (ki
|‘ A‘, \ I‘

PV W
oA el
'.'!i,‘ o
L

i
1
Y
'

B i,
T s 0 P
y U P










i v
S RN bk S Sie A a8 Ve Co it o Coed

A HISTORY

CF

g}
R
w

N-EW -MEXIC-0--BELEEELT-I-ON

WILLIAM LEE HARPER, A, B
("heaton College)

In Partial Fulfillment for the ,,j

Degree of lMaster of Arts at the i

University of New Mexico, 1927. . . . . . . . . . . . . |

1927

L S P e S

|
|
{
|
|
|
ALBURUZRCUE, NEW 1IEXICO i
{
1
|







Chapteri

IT
IIT
v

VI
VII
VT

IX

X1

0.

CONTENTS

Introduction- = = = = = = = = = = = & & - - 2]
The Origin of Office~ = = = = = = = = = - - -3
Election Officers- = = = = = = = = = = - - - 8
Calling and Conduct of Elections- -~ - - - - 16

Qualification and Registration of Voters- - 44

I

|

I

!

L}

|

[}

!

I

I

I
(93}
(@)

Canvasgssing of Votes- -

!

I

I

I

!

i

!

!

|

[

!
(9]
-3

Contested Elections- -
Corrupt Practices Law- - - -« = =« = = - <« - =G0
The Constitution and Elections- - - - - - - 78
Repegls— = = = = = = = = = = = = =« =« - - =~ =80

Laws Pacsed by the New llexico Legislature

Relating to Llections- - = = = - - - - =83

-3
O

@
0o

87







CEAPTER 1
INTRCDUCTION

The history of man's struggle for a representative govern-
ment is a long one and the success of this struggle has been
seen only in the last two hundred years, Representative gov-
ernments are not world wide by any means and many so-called
"democracies" are only nominal democracies, ZEven in the United
States unscrupulous voliticians seeking their own ends would
deprive the majority of the people of the right to vote, or to

vote as they wish,

The hope of outwitting these crooked politicians and cor-
rupt political organizations lies in legislation, ZXven legis-
lation cannot bring perfection in politics, but good 2nd scien-

tific election laws can better conditions,

The state of New Mexico has not heen overlooked as & pos=-
.8ible exploitation ground for "cepital™ and political bosses,
Meny election laws have been.passed -to out-wit the crooked pol=- -
iticiens, "hether the laws are good and adequate, the author
of this paper will not say, but a short history of the election
laws will show progress along these lines and will serve as a

beginning for a critical estimation of such laws,

One short paragraph or section on the origin of office hsas
been included, This part of the thesis is not complete but
merely states the name of the office und gives the authority

for its existence, Llany offices started as appointive ones

but later developed into elective offices.







Man's struggle for independence is not finished and the

field of politics has much to do each year to bring about a

proportional betterment of man's political condition, Credit
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should be given every man who studies to create better elec- ; ]

tion laws, -4

The progress and future existence of this great country
depends on clean politics more than on any other activity

of human society. DPolitics and government are the keys to bet-

ter conditions of &1l kinds., If the point may be continued,
the hope of better government lies almost wholly in an elec-
tion system that honestly draws out the will of the people,
Bvery man can contribute to his own advancement and to the pro-
gress of his country by an active interest in the election

problems, and the elections proper., of his own locality.







CHAPTER II
THE ORIGIN OF OFFICE

Practically all officers under the Kearney government were
appointed, The Xearney Code provided for certain of these of-
ficers and from some of these, the present group of officers

_deyeioped,

Al though the Kearney Code speaks of & governor there is
no provision made for him, DNo doubt the governor was appointed
by the military governor who had supreme power until the Orgsan-

ic Act of the Congress created a territory out of New Mexico.

An attorney genersal was provided for and he wes to keep
his office at the seat of government, His duty was that of

circuit attorney in the district in which he resided., (1)

Every prefect was to appoint constables in each county
and the number was not to exceed four in each county and their

duties were to be established by law, (2)

The territory was divided into three judicial districts
and there was to be one judge for each district and in the
judicial division there was to be one prefect in each county.

This prefect corresponded somewhat to the present probate

judge. (3)
< 1. Xearney Code, Attorney General and Circuit Attorneys.
ec, 1, .
2, Ibid., Constables., Sec. 1.
3. Ibid., Courts and Judicial Powers. Sec, B, Oy
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Fven the sheriffs were to be appointed and the governor
was to appoint one for each county and his duty was to con-

serve the peace, (1)

The territorial treasurer and auditor were to keep their

office in the seat of government. The auditor was the adjust- = = _

er of a8ll claims against the state while the treasurer received

and kept 2ll the money received by the state. (2)

Each division of the government was to appoint its own

clerks,

It is a difficult matter to trace the present offices
through the ¥earney Code for meny were abolished and meny vere
re-created with new names and new duties. The Xearney Code
was the beginning of the present judicial system, The pre-
fect's office has been lost to New 'exico and this office was

one of the most influential in its day.

The Crganic Act of Congress gave a more American form
to the government, The governor was appointed by the Pres-
jdent of the United States., The governor was also the Com-
mender of the militia and superintendent of Indian affairs

in the territory.

The Secretary of Territory was also appointed by the

1. Xearney Code. Sheriffs, Sec, 1, 2,

2. Ibid., Treasury Department, Sec, 1, 2, 3.






President of the United States and his duties were much the same -

as the present Secretary of State. (1)

The legislative power and authority of this territory was
invested in a governor and a legislative assembly; the legis-
lative assembly consisted of a council and a houce of represent-

—atives, —There were thirteen members-in the council &and twenty-

six members in the house of representatives, (2)

The judicial department consisted of & supreme court,
district courts, probate courts, and justices of the peace,
The supreme court hsd three judges, one of which was the chief
Justice and these judges were to preside over the district

court, (3)

An attorney general was to be appointed for a term of four
years, A marshsall worked' in conjunction with the attorney gen-

eral and served all processes of the said courts, (4)

A delegate to the house of revnresentutives.of the.United.
States was elected by the elector:s of the territory and served

during each session of congress. (5)

Thus the chief territory officers were provided for by the

OCrganic Act and these cffices continue to erist in most cases

Organic Act of 1650, Sec, 4.
Ibid, Sec, 5.

Ibid. Sec, 10,

bid. Sec, 14,

1
2
3
4

. . . .
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From time to time the territcrial legisleture created
offices in the territory., Some of these were minor offices
which were to be appointive; socme were school offices, The
two most important were thoce of Attorney General, which was
created in 1858, and the county commissioners who were to be
three in number in each county, This board of county commis-

sicners exercised the power of the couunty as & body politie,

“hen New Mexico became & state the Constitution provided
for the state and cocunty officers, and the follcwing gives an
outline of these ocffices and the authority for their being,

Legielative officials: The senzte was to consist of twenty-

four members and their term of office was to be for a pericd
of four years, (Article IV, Sectione 3, 4.) The house of
representatives was to consist of forty-nine members who were
to hold their office for two years., (Article IV, Sections
3, 4.)

Executive officials: The chief executive was to be the Gover-

.nor who was to be elected for four years, -and the Governor was
the commender-in-chief of the military forces of the state un-
less such forces were in the service of the President of the
United States, The Lieutenant Governor, Secretery of State,
State Auditor, State Treasurer, Attorney General, Superintendent
of Public Instruction, znd Commissicner of Public Lends were
&lso in the executive department, (Article V., Section 1,)

Judicisl officials: The supreme court was to consist of three

Justices who were to be elected at the general election and vere
to serve for a term of eight years., (Article VI. Section 4,)

The state was divided into eight judiciel districts and the







w'la

Judges of the district court were elected for & period of six
yesrs, (Article VI, Section 12,) A probate court was to
exist in each county and it seems that no judge for such court
was provided for, but this office already existed from terri-
torial government. (Article VI, Section 23,) There was to
be a county clerk in each county who should serve for & period
of time not stated but later provided for and which was four
vears, (Article VI, Section 103,) Justices of the pesace,
~constables, and police magistrates were to be elected for e
period of time to be determined by law, (Article VI, Section
107,) There was to be & district attorney in each judicisl
district elected for four years, (Article VI, Section 105,)
A state corporation was to erxist which should consist of three
members elected for a term of six years, (Article XI. Sections

145, 146,)

IR AP A SN T 2o A O S St







CHAPTER TIII

ELECTION CFFICERS

In 1851 the legislature of the Territory of New Mexico
passed & law that gave the probate judge elmost complege
power over the conduct of elections, The probeate judge is-
sued the local election proclamation, decided the place where.
the election was to be held, and appointed the election offi-

cers, He also prepered and forwarded the poll-books,

Ten days before any county or territory election, the
probate judge gave notice, by hand-bills and proclemeticn, of
the election to be held, which notice included the object of
the electicn, the officers to be voted for, and the place of

the election, (1)

Probaebly the greztest power over elections was the pover
to appoint the election judges, These judges were appointed
eight days before the election and were to be men of discre-
tion, honesty, and good character, (2) These judges in con-

.Junction with the probate judge could select the polling place.:

Two poll boqks were to be prepared and furnished by the
probate judge, and these books were to be prepered according
to prescribed rules, They were to be sent to the judges of
the election on the day they vere notified of their appoin-

ment, (3) The ballot box was to be supplied by the probate

judge, (4)
1, New Mexicc, Sesgion Laws, 1851, Ch, 28, Sec, 8,
2. +Ibid, Seci 95
3, Ibiéd. Sec., 10,
4, Ibid., Sec., 23,
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This power of the probate judge continued until 1875,
when the board of county commissioners was created and the z

responsibility of election was assumed by them,

The judges of electiong were to take an oath of of-
fice before entering on their duties, This oath was to the

effect that they would carry out their duties honestly,

R

fairly, etc., and to the best of their abilities. (1)

The judges of election had full authority in the B
rolling places and their duties as provided by the first '
legislature, were few: to appoint two cierks of electicn

and swear them into office; to keep the polls open from

e b o, .

nine until six; and to publicly count the votes after tkre
closing of the polls and forwsasrd the results to the Pro-

bate judge., Election officers were free from arrest on

TSR GI S

election day, except for criminul offenses. If they diad

not cerry out their duties according to lew, they were to

‘be fined from fifty dollers to 200 dollars. (2)

The compensation was not stipulated, except that the
clerks of probate courts were to be given one dollar for

preparing the poll-books,

1. TNew Mexico, Session Laws, 1851, Ch. 28, Sec, 12,

2. Ibid. Sec. 13, 14, 16, 44,







)=

In case the probaete judge feiled to appoint the
judges of election, the people of such precinct were to
select three qualified men to fill the places, and the

election was to be valid., (1)

TheVSecpnd qusiog quthe Ei:st ngislaturgrpa§s§¢
few laws with regard to election officers, The Gover-
nor was to draw a legaleOrm and set of rules for the
conduct of elections @nd he was to print and distribute
sufficient numbers to inform each electicn precinct of
the prescribed rules for the conduct of elections, All

election officers were to adhere to these rules, (2)

Because of confusion in poll-bcoks which no doubt
was used to cover miscount, the Legislature of 1823 &nd
1854 required the clerk of probate to make the poll-book
of sufficieht size to avoid confusion, &nd to line two
full pages, The book was to contain the octh of office
for the election judges; also the certificates to be
Agivéﬁ fhé élédtéd‘céﬁdidétés;l ﬁeélécf‘wés‘pﬁﬁiéhébié

by a fine of from three dollars to twenty-five dollars, (3)

If the judge of probate neglected to forward the poll-
books to the electorate in sufficient time, he wus subject
to a fine of from ten dollars to twenty-five dollars for

neglect, (4)

1, UNew Mexico, Session Laws, 1851, Ch, 28, Sec, 15,
Z,. Ibld, Ch, 29, Se6, .1, &,

3. 1bid., 1853, Ch, 31, Sec, 5.

4, Ibid, .Sec. 7,
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The person appointed to carry the election returns
from the electoral precinct to the county seat was to re-

ceive five cents per mile for travel, going and coming, (1)

In 1860-1861 more legislation concerning election
‘officers was passed. Vit-Wéshfeéuiréd-dfhtﬁehjﬁégés~6f7
election that the bazllot box should be opened and shown
to the public before commencing the election, =nd it shrould
afterward be closed and sealed in the presence of the voters

assembled, (2)

At six P, M,, the polls should immediastely be closed
and the bellcts counted publicly and certified by the judge
of election, The Jjudge shculd also make certificates of
the results and give certified copies to the parties inter-

ested, provided the number does not exceed four in number,

(3)

If eny judge should fail t6 ¢omply witk thése provisions

he should be tried by the justice of the peace or probate
Judge in a summary mamner and if convicted, should be fined

and forfeit the right to vote. (4)

New Mexico, <Session TLaws, 1853-54, Ch, 31
Ibid., 1860561, Ch, 42, Sec, 1

Ibid, Sec"' , 2.
Tbid. Sec. 5. 8,

0
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The judges of prcbete were to designate the most central

points in the judicial precincts for the assembling of the

|
v

people to hold elections, (1)

The Secretary of the Territory was to furnicsh printed
forms of poll-books to the judges of probate at least three

months before elections, (2)

The question of compensetion was not considered until

R

o

1882, when the legislature vrovided tkhat the judge

mn

an
clerks of electicon were to be vayed three dollsrs rer 4sy

<

for service in elections, the ssme to be paid out of the

county treasury. (3) |

The board of county commissicners was created in 1875
but its power as to elections was establiched later when
the legislature provided thut the county commissioners were
to appoint the judges of election, There were tc be three
of theée'jﬁdgés; not more thmn two of the came pdiificé1.
party, and the cheirman of the cow.ty political party was
to givé & list from which the judges were tc be selected,
These Jjudges were to be men of honesty, good repute, honor, ' ]

ané integrity. (4)

Yew Merico, Session Lawe, 1860-61, Ch, 42, Sec, 1C
Ibvid,, 1867-68, Ch, 26, Sec, 8,
Ibid,, 1882, Ch, &7, Sec, 1.

.

Lo RV o

1bid,, 1909, Ch, 105, Sec, 2, 3,

v
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The duty of making electicn proclemations slso fell
to the board of county commissioners, They were to make
proclamation by placards and in daily and weekly newspapers

ten days before election, (1)

Thevdounfyicbﬁhiséibﬁéfs»wéré>t6 éeéiéhafe“wﬁiéﬁ judgé
of election should receive the election supplies and bellot
box, The political cheirman furnished a list of the judges
of election from which the clerks of election were to be
chosen, The clerks were to be men of character, honesty,

and good repute, (2)

Election clerke haed to take the same oeth of office

as did the judges of election., (3)

If the county commissicners feiled to appoint judges
of election, the veters were to select judges to act in

official capacity., (4)

It is interesting to note the way in which the polit-
ical perties were being given legal notice, but at the same

time they were bound by law,

1, TNew Merico, Session Laws, 1909, Ch, 105, Sec, 1.
2, 1Ibid, Sec, 4,
3. 1Ibid, Sec, 7.
4, ‘¥pid, -Seo, 9.

P,

o o S







Polls were to be open from ncon A, f, to six P, M,

and as soon as the polls should be cldsed, the ballots
were to be counted in public and then the bellot box and
the poll-books sezled and sent by speciel messenger,
express or meil, to the board of county commissioners,
Cné'fdli-bobk‘ﬁaé to be left in the clerk's office for =~
inspection by the public, A violation was & misdemeanor
and punishable by a fine up to 1000 dollars and & jail

sentence of from one to six months, (1)

In 1913 the Territory of New llexico had become &
stete and the stete legicslature immediately made more rules

with regerd to forwarding of poll-books, Cne such book

ct

was to be Sent to the Secretary of State, This bock was to
be properly filled out and certified by the judges of elec-
tion and was to be sent within twelve hours after the polls
closed. The other poll-book was to be filled out properly
and certified and sent with the ballots in the cealed bal-
1ot box to the county clerk, The clerk was to keep it, -(2)
In the case of elections for United States Senators, Repre-
sentatives, district judges, District Attorneys, or members

of the legislature, the judge of election was to do like-

wise., (3)

1, New Mexico., Session Laws, 1909, Ch, 104
2, Iold, . 1925, "Cb, DY, Seo. O,
3, Ibid., 1915, Ch, 34, Sec, 1.

Sec, 12,

*







In the case of special elections for constitutional
amendments, the board of county commissioners was to appoint
Judges of election, no more than two of which were to be of

the same opinion on the question to be voted on, (1)

Evidently there was much fraud in elections committed
by the judges of election'in’handling’thé counted ballots,
for in 1919 & law was passed which provided that after the
judges had counted the ballots, they should then seal them
in a package and sign their names on the packages, then

vput them into the sealed ballot box, (2)

On receiving the ballots, and the ballot bor, the
county clerk was to keep them without allowing them to be
opened or inspected, except when a re-count was to be held,
If no contest was entered in the reguired time, the county

clerk was to burn the ballots with seals unbroken. (3)

The board of county commissioners retained their power
over elections even after the laws of.1927 had. been passed,
Their duty was to appoint all election officials. Several
new election officers were sdded to the regulsr list of

election officers by the 1927 legislature,

Three election judges and three counting judges were

to be appointed by the board of county commissioners, The

1., New Mexico, Session Laws, 1917, Ch, b L.
o« c2bid, . 3918, "Ch, 91  See, "1,

2
o, 3038, Sen. 2.
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duties of the counting judges consisted of counting the
returns from time to time through the day, (1) Also,
there were to be three election clerks to assist the
election judges and three counting clerks to assist the

counting judges. (2)

The newest office created was that of polling clerk
which person was to assist all who needed assistance, (3)
The chairmen of the dominating political parties were to
have one such polling clerk at each precinct but such
officer was appointed by the board of county commission-
ers from a list provided by the chairmen of the pelitical

parties,

All election officers were to take oatih of office,

and were responsible for any breach of such oath,

New Mexico, Senate Bill, 03, 1927, Sec, 314,
Ibid, Sec, 310,
Sec, 316,
329,
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CHAPTER IV
CALLING AND CONDUCT OF ELECTIONS

Time of Elections

In 1851 the elecfion lews provided that the first ifon-
day in September, 1853, was to be the day for the election
of.one delegate to Congress, thirteen members of the terri-
torial council, and twenty-six members of the house of rep-
resentatives, The first two named officers were to be

elscted every two years =nd the representatives every year, (1)

The first Monday in September, 1851, and every two years
thereafter was to be the generzl election day for county of-
ficers such as probate Judge and sheriffs and every yeer for

officers such as justice of peace,constables, and others, (2)

The polls were to remain open from nine A, ¥, to six

P. M., and in subsequent laws this has not been changed, (3)

In 1869-70 it was provided that the iegislature should
meet every two years instezd of each year, This made a
change in the dates for the election of represeptatives,.
cbuncilmen, and the delegate to congress, It was provided
that the first Monday in 1870 and each second year there-
after was to be the day for the election of twenty-six mem-
bers to the house of representatives, On the first Monday

in September, 1871, and each second year thereafter was to

1., HNew Mexico, Session Lavws, 1851, Ch, &8, Sec, 1. 3,
2, 'Ibid, Ch, 28, Sec, 4, b5,
3. Ibid, Sec, 16.

veniat
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be the dey <or the election of the delegate to congress and

the thirteen members of the territorisl council, (1)

A law providing for a generzl election day was passed
in 1876, The Tuesday after the first Monday in November was
the day set for such elections end every two years after was

set &s such day., (2)

In 1889 another change in the day for the election of
justices of the peace, constables, school directors, and
other minor offices was made., The new day was to be the
second Monday in Janusry eeach year and the officer was to

teke office on the first Monday of February thereafter, (3)

The election laws of 1909 restated the law reguiring

the election officers to keep the polls open from nine 4, MM,

to six P, M. (4)

ik On becoming & state it was necessary to set specizl
days for elections on constitutional aﬁéndménfs;. épéciél.
elections seemed to follow the rule of being held on the
third Tuesday of September, This was done in 1919 and in

1921, (5) (6)

New Mexico, Session Lews, 1869-70, Ch, 47, Sec.l,

’-J
L

Ibid.

ipbid,, 1876-76, Ch, 25, Sec, 1.
Ibid,, 1909, Ch, 105, Sec, 12,
1bid, . 1919, Ch, 198, Sec, i,
Ibid,, 1921, Ch, 138, 8ec, 1.

2-
3.
4.
5.
6.
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The laws of 1927, although providing an entirely new
election code seemed to make very few provisions as to the
time of elections, It was imvlied that the general elec-
tion day was to continue the same, This general election
day was mentioned in section 701 as the Tuesday following
tie first Monday in September oh the even numbered years,

(1)

Notice of election was to be published fifteen deys
rreceeding such election and notice was to be in papers

as well as on placards posted in various public places, (2)

The polls were to remain open from nine A, I, until

six P, M, . as before., (2)

’

1. DNew Mexico, Senate Bill, 53
Ibid, Sec, 701,
Ibid, Sec., 324,
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Place of Elections
The laws of 1851 provided that the 0ld Xearney civil
election precincts should be continued until otherwise

changed by law, (1)

It was later provided that the plece of election should
be determined by the probate judge &nd the election officials

gselected by him, This provision was made in 1851,

The legislature of 1909 passed & law that the board of
county commissioners were t0 determine the place of election
polls, but it was stated that this place was to be where it

was most convenient to all, (2)

In a precinct where more than five hundred votes were
cast, the county commissioners were to divide such precinct
into two election districts and the boundaries were to be

specifically designated. (3)

The place of election, as provided for by law previously
was left to the county commissioners who were to fix the

boundaries of each precinct znd were to fix the place of

polls, (4)
1. New Mexico., Session Laws, 1851, Ch. 2b, Sec, e
2. Ibid., 1909, Ch 105, Sec. ah
3, Ipid,, 1903, Ch, b4, Sec, 1e
4, Ibid., Senate Bill No, 53, 1927, ©Sec, 201
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One booth for each seventy-five voters was to be pro-
vided eand such booths were to be arranged as to insure pri-
vacy of voting, A rail was to be so placed that people

other than the person voting and the election officers could

s N L b it b S A R i

not approach nearer to the booths than fifty feet, The old

e

distance was thirty feet. (1)_

Ballots

The question of ballots heas caused every legislature
trouble and if a legislature is free from corrupt politics
and tries to eliminate frsud by ballot reforem, that legis-
lature has a task which is worthy of the greatest political

scientist,

The first New Mexico legislation with regards to bel-
lots was in the first Election Code of the territory which
provided that all votes should be by ballot and each voter
was required to deliver his ballot in person, Each ballot
was to be numbered and the name of the voter was to eppear
next to the number and the ballot was not to be examined

unless the election was contested, (2)

There was quite a lapse of time until other legis-
lation on ballots was passed, In 1889 it was made lawful
for a political party to select & party emblem or marking
device and have this device printed on the official ballot

at the top of the list of candidates nominated by such

1., Yew Mexico., Senate Bill, £3, 1927, Sec. 310,

2, Ibid. Séssion Laws of 1851, Ch, 28, Sec, 22,
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party. After the party had filed this marking device with
the county clerk, it was unlawful for any person or party
to copy the said mark, However, any voter could add any

names that he wished to his official ballot before voting

it, (1)

The legislature of 1889 had &n inspiration to improve

the ballot and quite a bit of work was done, It is well to

quote verbatim the law of requirements concerning the ballot:

"That hereafter 211 tickets or ballots used at any general
election in this territory, chall be printed on plain white
paper, three inches by eight inches or within on fourth of
an inch of this size, No ticket shall have any mark or
designating device on the back so that the character may be
knovin when folded, If such ticket shall have on its face
the mark or designating device provided by the first sec-
tion of this act, 'such mark shall be printed at the head of
the ticket or ballot, then shall be printed in large black
letters the character of such ticket end then shall follow
the name or names of the candidates,.." No misleading sam-
ple ballots were to be printed; that is, with the wrong
names on such ballot or with a false designating device on

it., (2)

In 1891, section 2 of chapter 135 of the laws of 1889

was amended but such amendment did not affect the nature of

1, TNew Mexico, Session TLaws, 1889, Ch.135, Sec, 1.
2, Ibid, Sec., 2.
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the ballot but merely put forth the rules and regulations

more clearly., (1)

Evidently the permission to put designating devices
end nunbers on the bsllot was leading to trouble &nd fraud
on the part of the.election judges for in 1893 it was made
unlawful for eny judge or clerk of election to put any desig-
nating device on the ballot and the number that was to appear
next to the name of the votér casting the ballot was to be

left out, (2)

Such designating édevices were again permitted in 1903
and each party could choose such marking device and file it
with the.Secretary of the Territory. The charge for filing
wes one dollar, The percsons providing the ballots were to
have the certified designeting device printed at the heed
of the ballot over the list of candidates supported by such

perty. (3)

After choosing their list of candidates it was unlaw-
ful for anyone to circulate tickets or ballots with these

officiel candidastes' names appearing thereon. (4)

It became the duty of the county recorder to furnish

printed ballots for every electicn in his county and at

New Mevico, Session Laws, 1891, Ch, 85, Sec, 1.
Ibia, . 1898, OH 76, fec, 1.
Ibid, . 1905, - €h, §9, 'Bee, 1, 2,

S o

Ibid,, 1905, Ch, 127, Sec, 1, 2,
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public er¥pense, On such ballots there was to be printed

the certified candidates and the party emblems in the right

plece and on the back was to be printed "official bellot

*
’

election held (dete) with the fac-simile signature

of the county recorder, The printing and distributing o
the bgllots was to be under the supervision of the chair

men of the county political committees, (1)

In 1909 the instructions and laws concerning the pr

ing of the ballots were made pleainer and stricter: "The

county recorder shall furnish printed ballots &t the couuty's

expense and on them shall be printed the appropriate nem
of every candidate whose name has been certified and no
son is to accept nomination to more thaén one office nor
more than one political party, Printing shall be as bef
and under the supervision of the county politicel commit

chairmen," (2)

The state legislature of 1917 made reguirements for
bellot even stricter, This was the first legislation me
concerning the ballot after New Mexico had become a stat
The important parts of chapter eighty-nine sre as follow
Sec, 1: All ballots are to be printed at public expense
the county except bellots for municipal elections,
Sec, 2: Cheirmen of the state political committees shel

file emblem of hie party with the Secretary of State and
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1. New Mexico., Session Laws, 1905, Ch; 127, Sec,

2y . Abid,  X9CY. Ch, 0. Séa, 18,
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This mark or emblem shall be used upon all ballots as that
party's emblem in all the state, Parties may chenge this
emblem but any change must be filed, and no party mey en-
croach on the emblem of the other parties,

Sec, 3: When a vacancy occurs before election day after»
the printing of the ballots then the county clerk must have
stickers printed and sent to the election judges to stick

on the ballots in the proper place,

| Sec, 8: Requirements for ballots:

i 1) Printed on good gquality peper, plain white, in black ink,

2) Ballots shall contein names of certified candidetes and
no others,

3) Party nominztions shall be under thaet party's emblem,

4) There shell be a circle under the designating emblem
of each party and a square to the right of each nene
so that the voter may cleerly indicate his choice,

5) Republican party names are to be placed on the left hand
column, Democratic next, and any others succeeding,

6) No candidate's name shall appear more than once on the
ballot and if such cundicdzte is the choice of two
paerties then he shell designate his choice or he will
put in the party list which first endorsed him,

7) Each ballot shall be numbered consecutively and the num-
ber concezled and trhe nupber shsll 2lso be printed in
the upper right hand corner and perforcted so thet. the

corner may be torn off and the number entered in the

poll book next to the name casting the bellot. On the

back of the ballot shall be printed the endorsement of

the county clerk "official becllot”-election held







(date) end a fec-simile signature of the county clerk,
Only in contested elections cshall the concealec number
be revealed to test which wey the voter voted.

8) Sepsrate ballots shell be furnished for constitutional
smendments and shall be as nearly as practicable in the

_general form herein described,

9) Instructions shall be printed across the top of the bal-~
lot in both Spanish and English and constitutional amend-
ments proposed shall be printed in both Spanish and English,

10) The party emblem adopted according to law in this &ct shall
be printed upon the bzllot at the head of the column con-
teining the names of the candidates of the party edopting
such emblem, and over the designating name of such party.

11) Ballcts shall be substentielly in‘the following form
(Porm of Ballot) = W =—---=-- (Form:de Boleta)
Instructions: mark X in the circle under the party name
for whose cesndidates ydu wish to vote, If you decire %o
vote for any candidate of any other party place the X in
the square to the right of the name of such cendidate,
Instructions: Marqgue X en incirco bajo el nombre de par-
tido, por cuyos candidatos usted desee votear, Si usted
desea votar por cuslquier candidato de cualquier otro
partido ponga una X en (squuire) a la derecha del nombre
de tazl candideto.

( here place any state or lccal guestions to be voted on,
if bullot is for an election upon a proprosed constitution-
ul amendment or cther sepurcte guestion as aforesaid, )
(Agui ponga cuslguiera cuestiocnes de Estado o lccales por

las que se va a votar si la boleta es pare una eleccion,

i A R I 1 S S 550, ', 5

sobre propuestas constitucionales enmiendas a les mismas,







segun arriba dicho,)

Sec., 9: The county clerk shall deliver one hundred bellots
to every fifty votes cast in the last election and any more
that may be necessary.

~-Sec; 10:— If there-is any omission of names on tre b&llot,
the county clerk must correct it on the bsllot or show reason
for such omissions,

Sec, 11: Before the opening of the polls the county clerk or
city clerk shall cause to be delivered to the Judge of elec-
tion designated to receive b.llots in each precinct, the
proper number of ballots provided in Sec. 9,

Sec, 12: The board of county commissioners shell provide for
each election a sufficient number of booths or compartments
which sh2ll be furnished with needed supplies to eneble voters
to conveniently vote; a place screencd from observation vhere
the vote is cast end a guard reil or rope so placed that only
prersons within such enclosure c=n epproach within fifty feet
of the ballot boxes or booths or compartments provided, One
booth shall bé provided for every seventy-five electors or
fraction thereof, No persons other than the judges and clerks
of election, and electors receiving and preparing the ballot,
and one challenger for each political party whose ticket is

printed on the officigl ballot shall be allowed in the polls,

Another lsw was passed in 1917 which stated that the
Secretery of State was to provide printed bullots for elec-
tions on constitutional smendments. The number of ballots

supplied to eachhcounty waés to be twice the number of regis-
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tered voters in the county. The county clerk was to deliver
the ballots, ballot boxes, and instructions to the judge of
election, Only authorized printers could print such bsllots
and then only on written permission from the Secretary of

State, INo person was allowed to have any such ballct in his

possession unless voting or unless authorized to do so by the

authorities, (1)

For instruction in voting on constitutionel amendments,
the Secretary of State was required to furnish sample bsllots
which were to be printed ervactly like the officisl bsllots
except that such ballots were to be on different colored
raper and the work "sample” was to be printed on it, XNo san-

rle ballot could be placed in the ballot box, (2)

The boerd of county commissicners were to provide pri-
vate 5ooths at public expense for elections on constitution-
al amendments, Booths were to be so constructed with table
for marking the ballot and so as to insure privacy in mark-
ing the ballot, OCne bootk was to be provided for esch one

hundred voters, (3)

A1l bsllots on'proposed constitutional amendments were
to huve the joint resolution &nd proposed amendment printed

in both English uand Spanish znd on the ballot two blank

1, DNew Mexico, Session Laws of 1917. Ch. 17, Sec, 3.
2, Ibid. Seoc, 4,
3. 1Ibid., Sec, 7.







sgusres; over one sguare in both English and Spanish was to

be printed "For “mendment" and over the other "Against Amend-

ment”, An X was to be put in the square representing the

elector's choice, (1)

If there was more then one proposed amendment at the

‘seme election, each was to be printed on seperate bsllots., (2)

In 1919 the legislature amended Chapter eighty-nine,
Section eight and sub-secticn seven of the laws of 1917:
"Ballots furnished to esch election district shall be num-
bered consecutively beginning with number one, The number
shall be printed in the center of & space tvio inches sguare
in the left-hand corner of each bzllot which space shall bte
rendered opaque by the application of black printer's ink
on the back thereof, 2nd such corner shall be folded &nd pas-
ted down in such menner as effectually to conce2l such number,
beforé the ballots are distributei to the election judges,
The same number shall also be printed in the upper right
haﬁd corner of the ballot, with the diagonal perforated and
so0 placed that the portion of the ballot bearing such number
may be readily detached therefrom, Fach ballot shall have
printed upon its back the official endorsement of the county
clerk, substantially as follows: '"Official Ballot--Election
held ~ (date), @nd with a fac-simile impression of the

clerk's signature, The number appezring upon the ballot chall

1, Few llexico, Session Laws, 1917, Ch, 17, Sec, 9
. Ibid., Sec, 10,
. 1bid.
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be entered upon the poll book opposite the name of the voter
casting such ballot, and the sealing of the upper left hand
corner of the ballot shall only be broken in case of contes-
ted elections but not unless it shall have become a material
question as to how ‘the elector voted, Any person who shall
break the seal of such number shall be fined from 100 to 500
“dollars or be sentenced from thirty days to six months in the

county jail,"” (1)

In 1923 the law of 1889 with regard to the county clerk
providing the ballot was amended to read: ™"Ervcent as in this
act otherwise provided, it shall be the duty of the county
clerk to provide printed ballots for every election for pub-
lic officers in which electors, or any of the electors of the
county, participate, and to casuse to be printed on the bal-
lot the name of every candidate whose naﬁe has been certifiesd
to or filed with the county clerk in the manner provided for
in this act: Provided, in case of candidates for the same
office in groups (as two Republicans for legislature), the
county clerk shall csuse their names to be printed on such
ballot in the order certified, Ballots other than those
printed by the respective county clerks, according to the
provisions of this act, shall not be cast, counted or can-
vassed in any election, Nothing in this act contained shall
prevent any voter from writing on his ballot the name of any
person for whom he desires to vote for any office, in the
manner provided, and such vote shell be counted the éame 28
if such name were printed upon the b2llot and marked by the

voter.," (2)

1. Bew llexico., Session Laws, 1919, Ch. 141,
2, Ibid

N
(4]
o
.
4
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1923, Ch, 43, Sec, 2,
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The secret ballot provisions remzined the same and were
not changed by the most recent legislation, 1927, The pariy
emblem was to be filed with the Secretary of State and such
emblem was to appear on the ballot at the top of the party

ticket, (1)

The general provisions for the size, color, printing,
end numbering of ballots were not changed, and remained the
samé as the requirements provided in Chapter eighty-nine
of the laws of 1917, except that the secret nunber was to be
placed in the upper 1eft hand corner of the ballot rather

than in the center of the ballot. (2)

The ballot boxes were frequently burned and the re-
| guirements made by the 1927 legislature were that such bal-
1ot box was to be of galvanized iron and each ballot box was

to be furnished with a Yale lock, (3)

Sample ballots were provided for and each precinct was
to be provided with sample ballots equal to twenty percent

of the official used in such precinct., (4)

Absolute secrecy was maintazined in the preparation and

casting of ballots. (5)

Wew Meyico. Senate Bill No, 53, 1927, Sec. 304,300,
Ibid, Sec, 30¢. '

Ibid., Sec. 8&l,

Ibid Sec, 323,
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Voting Instructions and Regulations
In the first elections in the territory, the only in-
structions for voting were that the voter should personally
deliver his ballot to the judge who was to put it into the
ballot-box, (1) |

In 1889 some regulations were mede regarding conduct
at the polls, "No person or persons other than the judges
and clerks of election, and the persons voting, and one per-
son to act as challenger for each political party, or for
and against any question voted for, shall be permitted to
approsch nearer than ten yards of any polling place during
any election held under the laws of this territory; and no
voter shall be permitted to remain at the polling place =
longer period of time than is necessary for him to deposit
his vote, and after voting, he shall immediately retire e
distance of at least ten yards from any polling place for
voting, and it is unlawful to in any way interfere with or
obstruct such voter, or to eramine or attempt tc examine
the ballot or ticket of such voter, or to ask or solicit
such voter to permit such persons to examine such ticket
or ballot, Violation of this law is punishable by a fine
of from 100 dollars to 500 dollars and imprisonment in
the county jail not less than three months nor more than

six months, or both."

The legislature of 1917 made formal legal provision

1., New Mexico, Session Laws of 1851, Ch, 28, Sec, 22,
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concerning this matter, This, in substance was as follows:
The judge of election was to hand the ballot to the voter and
the elector was to give his name to the Judge, and the judge
was to give the name in audible voice, whereupon the chal-
lenger could challenge said voter, If no challenge was made,
the judge gave the ballot to the voter. Any aualified voter
who was not registered could, upon producing evidence, vote,
Yach elector was to have his name entered upon the poll-book

with the number of his ballot opposite his name, (1)

The voter could mark X in the circle under one party
emblem and vote & straight ticket, or he could vote for any
man by marking X in the square to the right of the candidate's
name, If two men were running for the same office in the
same party, an X was to be put in the square to the right of
the one desired, Any name might be &dded to any party. The

voter then was to fold his ballot so that the number showed

and hand his ballot to the judge who was to call his name &nd

the number of his ballot and the clerk entered it on the poll-

book, The judge was to teke the number off the ballot and

deposit the ballot in the ballot box, (2)

Except when assistznce was required, only one person was

to be permitted in a booth at one time, and no person was to

occupy a hooth longer than was necessary to mark his ballot, (3)

: 3 e AR
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1, New Hexico, Session Lavs, 1317, Ch, 89, Sec, 13,
2, Ibid, Sec, 10,
3, Ibid. Sec. 16,
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Any voter spoiling a ballot by accident or mistake, upon
returning the same, could receive another in place thereof, and
the judge was to return the spoiled ballot to the county clerk,

(1)

Any voter requesting assistance for any reason could
chooée é éuéiifiedrvoter of the precinct to assist him in
voting and the person chosen could go into the booth and as-
sist. The person requiring the assistance was not to reveal
his preference of candidates to any other person in the polls
or outside the polls, nor was any other person in the polls
to offer assistance, The person giving assistance was not

to reveal the choice of candidates made., (2)

Cnly official ballots were to be deposited in the bellot-

box, (3)

The Secretary of State was to furnish ten cards of complete
instructions for each precinct and these cards were to be used
by Jjudges of election to instruct voters in preparing and cact-
ing ballots, Qne card was to be posted in each booth. (4)

No officer of.election was to electioneer on election
day. No electioneering was to be done at any poll or in the

building in which the election was being held, Absolute

New Mexico., Session Laws, 1917, Ch, 89, Sec, 17,
Ibid., Sec. 18,
Tbid., Sec. 19,
Ibid, Sec, 20,
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secrecy was to be preserved in marking ballots, Free passage
was not to be obstructed in going to and from the polls, Yo
voter was to receive a ballot from any éther person than the
Judgzes of election, No ballot was to be carried away from the
polls until after closing time, No elector was to place any
mark on & ballot by which it might afterward by identified as
having been voted by him, After voting the elector was to

immediately retire. (1)

The ballot was to be marked by the elector unless he re-
quested assistance, =nd unless he could satisfy the election
officials of his inability to do so, The election officer

was to mark the ballot in the presence of the entire election

i
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board and return it to the elector who was to return it to
one of the judges of the election by whom it was to be de-

posited in the ballot box., (2)

In 1919, Section fifteen of Chapter eighty-nine of the
lews of 1917 was amended to read: "The elector shall forth- ié
with on receiving his ballot, retire to the booth to prepeare ;§
it. A straight ticket shall be marked with a cross in the &
circle under the name of such party ticket, If the voter
does not desire to vote a straight ticket, he shall make a

cross in the square to the right of the candidate for whom

A i Ssasianr s &

he desires to vote, If a cross is put in one circle and
another square marked, his vote shall be the straight ticket

evcept where otherwise indicated by marks in a square, The

1, New Mexico, Session Laws, 1917, Ch, 89, Sec, 23,
2, Ibid, Ch, 17, Sec, O.
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indicated-by-merks-in-ea square, The cross may be omitted from
the circle and crosses put in the squares to the right of the
names, “When two or more cendidates of the same party are
grouped in the ticket on the ballot for the same office, a
cross in the square opposite the name of one such candidate
shall not be considered a vote for all of the candidates in
any such grbup; but if the voter wishes to vote forAdné or
more candidates for that office of another party or parties,
he shall make a cross in the square opposite thevname of each
candidate of his own party for whom he wishes to vote for that
office and also make a cross in the square opposite the name
of each candidate of any other narty or parties for whom he
wishes to vote for that office: Provided, thazt should the
voter mark a cross in the circle at the head of his ticket,
and then should mark 2 ceross in the square opposite the name
of any candidate of s&id group of any other party or parties,
end should fail to mark a cross in the square at the right of
the name of all candidates in such group for whom%he desires
to vote, then in that event the ballot shall be considered a

straight party vote as to all the candidates in said group.”

Before leaving the booth the elector was to fold his bal-
lot in such manner that the perforated number showed without
displaying any other marks, The Jjudge was to call the name
cf the voter and the number of his bellet and the clerk then
entered them on the poll-book or registration 1ist, The clerk
was then to call back "voted™" ani the judge detached the num-~
ter slip and put the ballot in the ballot box, and the slip

detached was to be destroyed. (1)

1, New HMexico, Session Lews, 1919, Ch, 110, Sec, 1,
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In 1921 it was decided that Section eighteen of Chapter
eighty-nine of the laws of 1917 needed to be amended to read:
"Aid in marking ballots, Any voter who declares under oath,
to the judges of election that he cannot read or write the
English or Spanish languages, or that by reason of physical
disability other than total blindness, or for any other rea-
sonrofrphysicalrdisability'he-is unable to mark-his ballot, -
may request assistance from the officers of election and it
shall be the duty of two of such officers, of opposite po-
litical parties, to go with the elector into the booth or
compartment and assist him in the msrking of his ballot,
In case the elector is totally blind, he may be assisted
by any person chosen by him from any of the gqualified elec-
tors of the county in which the voting precinct is loceted,
No elector other than the one who may request and receive
such assistance shall divulge to &ny person within the
polling place the name of zny candidate for whom he intends
to vote, or ask or receive the assistance of anyone within
the polling place other than the officers or challengers
aforesaid, or the person selected by & blind voter, as here-

in provided, in the preparastion of his ballot.,” (1)

In 1923 it was discovered that more regulation was needed
in giving instructions for marking ballots, and this law in
substance was as follows: On receipt of his ballot, the elec-
tor should forthwith and without leaving the polling place
retire to one of the booths and prepare the ballot, If he
wished to vote a straight ticket he was to mark an ¥ in the

circle beneath the party he desired to support., If the voter

1. DNew lexico, Session Laws, 1921, Ch, 92, Sec, 1,
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did not wish to vote a straight ticket then was to mark an X

! in the scuare to the right of the candidate's name or was to
| .
| write the name of any cendidate he wished to vete fer on the

| ballot.

Each elector might make crosses in the sauares to the
right of the candidate's name whom he favored, if he so de-
sired, rather than putting the cross in the circle under the

party neme he wished to support.

in the ticket on the ballot for the same office @nd the voter

desired to vote a straight ticket, he might put crosses in the
squares to the right of the candidete's name, but if the elec-
tor voted for more candidates than he was entitled to vote for,

then his bellot was not counted,

Upon ballots designed for voting upon proposed constitu-
tional emendments or other questions, the elector weas to meke
an X in the sauare after the question which indicated for or

against such question or amendment, (1)

Before leaving the booth the elector was to fold his bal-
lot in such menner that the number &ppeared outside thereof,
without displaying the marks on the fiéce thereof, and he was
to keep it fulded until he had voted., The elector was to

ieliver the folded ballot to the judge who in audible voice

announced the name of the elector end the number of his bal-

lot., The clerk was to write opposite the name of such elec-

1 ~ 1, New Mexico, <ession lLaws, lJzs, Ch, 40, Sec, 3,

When two or more cendidates of the same party were grouped
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Spenish were to be furnished each precinct, (1)

Assistance in voting was changed to some extent, A blind

voter or any voter unable to vote because of other physicel
disabilities could bring any person to the polls to assist
him in voting whether this person were & gualified voter or
not, He could also bring any member of his family to the
polls to mark his ballot for him, (2) As before,the pol-
ling judges and clerks could be called on for assistance
and in such case two were to assist, They were to be of
different politicel parties, If there was & polling clerk,

he was to give such assistance,

Challenging Voters

There are many times that an unknovn voter comes to the
polls and offers to vote when the judges of election sre not
certain that such person is qualified to vote, Likewise
there are times when a judge of election would exclude a
voter who might be eligible to vote, It was not legal to
abandon any precinct for the purpose of voting in another.

(3)

The same legislature provided that when any person
offered to vote, whose qualifications as recuired by this

law were not personglly known to e&ny of the judges, he was

to be examined under oath before being allowed to vote, (4)

. lNew Mexico, Senate Bill, 653, 1927. Sec, 311.
. JIbid, Sec, 326,

New Mexico, Session Lews, 1851, Ch, 26, sec, 18,
Ibic, Sec, 43,
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Then a person offered to vote and was rejected, his neme
wes to be registered in the poll-book, and all the names of
persons he offered to vote for, and the word rejected was

written opposite the name of the voter., (1)

Other legislation on this subject was not passed until
1903 when section 1701 of the ccmpiled laws of 1897 was cmen-
ded to read: "Unless he shall tender to the judges of elec-
tion an affidevit signed and sworn to by himself and by two
qualified electors of the precinct in which he offers to vote,
showing him to be a guaclified voter of such precinect &t such
election, he cannot vote, His vote might be chellenged and
he might be examined by such judges touching his gqualifica-

tions as & voter notwithstanding hie affidavit,” (2)

Also, section 1706 of the compiled laws of 1897 was
amended to read: "Provided thet it shall be lawful for any
qualified voter whose name has been omitted from the regis-
tration list, to vote upon presentment to the electicn judges
of his affidavit supported by the affidavit of two qualified

voters of the precinct," (3)

Each political party whose name appeared on the ballot
could h:ve one challenger &t the polls, (4) Any foter who
was challenged or who wies suspected of being unqguslified to
vote, wes allowed tc mark «nd cast his ballot but such bal-

lot was merked "rejected" end the county canvassing bourd

New Mexico, Session Laws, 1851, Ch, 28, Sec, 46,
Ibid,  r'1903; ‘Ch, 64, Sec, 1,
ibid, Sea, 2,

. 1bid, Senate Bill,6 63, 1927, Sec, 313,
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determined the validity of such ballot, (1)

Absentee Voting: Railroed lfen, etc,

As living grew in complerity, new election legisletion
wes created to meet new problems, Absentee voting seemed to
be no problem until 1912 when the territory had become a stete
and then the fact that railroad men were necessarily away from
their residence on many voting days created a situation thst

was met by special laws on the subject.

Any railroad employee, who wzs & qualified voter when he
was necessarily away from his residence at the time of the gen-
erel election, could vote in any voting precinct in the stzte
on the day of such election if he met with the regulaticns in-
cluded in the law, (2) The reguirement was that the men
should present a certificate signed by his home regicstraticn
board, (3) The judge 0f election where the man presented him-
self to vote was to take the bsllot and the certificate &nd
send them to the county clerk ¢f the rrecinct where the man
wee a qualified elector., (4) Upon compliance with the proc-
visions of the preceeding sections the voter was to be con-
sidered as offering to vote, and voting in the precinct of"

which he was a qualified voter, (5)

The county clerk in the resident town of such voter was
to count such votes and add them to the totel to determine

the winner of any election, (6)

1, DNew Mexico, Senate Bill, 53, 1927. Sec, 327,

2, New Mexico, Sessiocn -Lews, 1912, Ch, . V- R
3. Ibid, Sec. 2, .

4, 1Ibid, Sec. 3.

5, Ibid. Sec. 4,

6. Ibid. Sec., 5.
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The county clerk was to furnish certificates and ballots

for the use of railroad men who would be away from their resi- 5

dence on the electicn day. (1)

In 1917 a general law on absentee voting was passed and

N S Al = e Pt i it

it provided that any person necessarily away from their res- {53
dence on election day could vote by complying with the regu- '

lations mede for railroad men, (2)

Probably the greatest change made in conduct of elections '4
by the legislature of 1927 waus made concerning absentee voting,
Any voter who expected to be absent from his home precinct on
election day was to fill an application for a bsllot and send
such application to the county clerk, (3) The county clerk
was to send such ballot to the applicent with an affidavi

blenk attached, This affidavit was to the effect that the voter

marked his bellot in the correct wey, (4) On receipt of such

.
ct
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ballot the elector was to fill it out &s he wished to vote una
he aleso weas to fill out the affidavit, (5) He then gave such
ballct, secled in an official envelope, to another qualifiesd

elector of his precinect and this second perty was to take such

ballot and affidavit to the polls on election day and cest the

vote, (6) !

New Merico Session Laws, 1912, Ch, 73, Sec, 7.
Tbid,, 1917, Ch, 89, Sec, 14,
Ibid, Senate Bill, 53, 1927, Sec, 333,

Ibid,. Seec, B854,
Ibid., Sec, 335,

1bid, Sec, 336,
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CHAPTER V
QUALIFICATIONS AND REGISTRATION QE.VOTERS

When New !fexico was made a territory in 1850, the first
legislature passed several laws concerning the gualifications
of voters, ZEvery white male of the United States over twenty-
one years of age énd a resident in this territory for one year

| and & resident in the precinct where he voted for three montas,
was entitled to vote unless he fell in one of the groups speci-

fied below., (1)

No person prevented by the Crganic Law of the territory,
no officer or soldier of the United States army, and no person
included in the term "camp follower" was entitled to vote or

hold office in the territory. (2)

All persons sentenced for perjury, forgery, incendiarism,
coining false money, rape, larceny, or who had been sentenced
twice for petty larceny, were forever excluded from the right

to vote in this territory. (3)

The laws concerning qualifications of voters were not
very elaborate and the third legislature passed more laws on
this subject. Every person who was not a netive citizen of
the United States or &#n adopted citizen of this territory,
who presented himself to vote at any election in this terri-
tory, was to be exemined by the Jjudges of election in whose

precinct he applied to vote, and having proved to the satis-

1, New Mexico, Session Laws, 1851, Ch,., 28, Sec, 19,
2viantbidl Sed) 208
3., 1Ibid. Sec. 63,
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faction of the said judges that had legal letters of naturali-

zation or of citizenship, he was allowed to vote., (1)

The Pueblo Indians, until they should be declared to have
the right to vote by the Congress of the United States, were

excluded from the privilege of voting at popular elections, (2)

The payment of-a one dollar poll tax had been made a pre-
requisite to voting, but this was done in spite of the fact that
no such territorial law existed, and a law was made in 1893 that

poll tax payment was not a prerequisite or qualification of the

right to vote, (3)

Section 1647 of the compiled laws of 1897 was amended to
reas as follows: "No person prevented by the Organic 4ct of
the territory, no officer, or soldier of the United States Airmy,
no person who is an inmate or employee of asny government sani-
tarium or hospital, except regular employees under the civil
service laws of the United States, claiming such sanitarium or
hospital as their domicile, and no person included in the term
"camp follower"™ of the United States Army shall be entitled to

vote or hold office in this territory." (4)

The employees and inmates of the United States hospitals
and sanitariums gave rise to another amenément of the above
amendment and this in substance was that such employees or* in-
mates could vote if they claimed the territory as their res-

idence before becoming such employee or inmate, (5)

1, New iexico, Session Laws, 1853-54, Ch, 31, Sec, 2,
25 - FhiidianiS an SRS :

S, Abla.. .- XBOS. Ch, &. 8ec. 2.

4, Ibid,, 1907, Ch, 21, Sec, 1,

6, Ibid,, 1909, Ch, 134, Sec, 1,
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The question of poll tax came up again in 1909 when Section ¥
1532 of the compiled laws of 1897 was amended to read: "All .
legal voters, residing in a school district, who have paid their
poll tax of the current year in said district, shall be considered
qualified voters of said district, entitled to vote therein,” (1)

Registration

No registration was necessary to qualify a voter to vote

for justices of the peace or constables, (2)

The Board of Registration was created in 1867 and there
were a few preliminary regulations made at this time, Probate
judges were to appoint three competent persons as & board of
registration, thirty days before an election, (3) Only regis-
tered votes were to be allowed to vote, (4) This board of
registration was to make a list of all qualified voters in the

county or precinct, (5)

The board of registration was regquired to make three al-
phabetical lists of qualified voters and give one to the judge

of election, and two to the judge of probate., (6) ] é

The board of registration was to post five notices of
their public meeting and &t the meeting hear complaints of those
who were not registered or for erroneous registration, Any

illegal name on the regictration list had to be erased, (7)

1.New Merico, Session Taws, 1209, Ch. 95, Sec, 1. i
2.Ibid,, 1915, ~Ch, 16, Sec. 1. i
3.1bid,, 16867. Ch. 8, Sec., 2. i
4, Thid, oh, 26, Sea. 1, i
: V‘J

y

é

2]

:

5. Lblidy . See. 3.
6,lbid, Sec, 4,
T bEdl - Sec.wa;







On the morning of election the board of registration
furnished a certified and signed list of the true voters in

the precinet. All names registered as gualified voters

could vote and no person whose name was not registered could

not vote, (1)

If the board of registration wilfully failed to register
a qualified voter, they were subject to a fine and imprison-

ment, (2)

Members of this board of registration were paid one dollar

per day and five cents per mile for travel, (3)

The legislature of 1868-69 passed a law for the creation
of the registration board which practically duplicated the
legislation of 1867-68, except that such registration beard
was to receive three dollers per day instead of one doller
per day. (4)

After the board of county commissioners took over much of
the work of the frobate judge concerning elections, it became
their duty to appoint this board of registration and the duties

of the bosrd remained much the same., (5)

In 1893 a la7 was passed which made it the duty of the

city council in 21l municipalities to appoint a board of regis-

New Mexico, Session Laws, 1867-68., Ch., 26, Sec, 9,10,
Ibid,, 1867-68, Ch, 26, Sec, 11,

1bl8,. Seo. 13.

Ibid,, 1866-69, Ch, 49,

Tbia,  1889. Ch. 135, Sec. 12.
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tration, This board regicstered all applicants who applied and
brought with them some person to vouch as to their qualifica-
tions, Otherwise, duties were not changed in such city boards,

(1)

In 1905 the compensation of the board of registration was
changed, Board members in precincts where the votes did not
exceed 100 in the last election were entitled to three dollars
per day and those where the vote exceeded 100 at the last elec-

tion were to get five dollars per day., (2)

'The Election Code of 1927 did not change the procedure of
registration to any great extent, The board of county commis-
sioners were to appoint four men of the county as & registra-~
tion board, These men were to be chosen from a list furnished
by the chairmen of the dominant poiitical parties, (3) TFor
their work of registration they were to be paid three dollars
per day, (4) While in session, any two members could consti-

tute a quorum provided they were of opposite political parties,

(5)

As soon &c the registration list was finished by the board
of registration, such list wes to be sent to the county clerk |
who was to certify such list and send & copy to the chairmen i

of the dominant politicel party, (6) TFourteen days before

e BN 50 i i

1, New Mexico, Session Laws, 1893, Ch, 6d, S8y 1.9y ]

2, Ibid,, 1905, Ch, 40, Sec, 1, i

3, 1bid., Senzte Bill No, 53, 1927, Sec. 203. o3

4. Tbid. Sec. 221. %

5, Tbid, Sec, 208, f

6. Ibid. Sec, 220, 4
e
i
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the election, & finel list was te be mede and such list wes
to consist of nemes not contested, end contested names upheld

by ccurt action as qualified electors, (1)

Registration was made an absolute requirement for voting
end those who were citizens of the United Sfates, vho were
twenty-one years of age, who had lived in the state one yesar,
in the county ninety days, and in the precinct thirty days
vere eligible to register and to vote provided they were of
sane mind, and had not been convicted for any infamous or
2elonious erime. Non-tax-paying Indians were &lso excluded

2rom the right to register and to vote. (2)

It wes made lawful to register in four ways., The names
from the last poll book were tc be automaticelly registered
by the boaré of registration, provided that the people were
not known to have moved away or died, or to have committed
some felonious or infemous crime, (3) Others could vote by
personal applicatidn on teking ozth that they were eligible
slectors or would be at the time cf the next election, (4)
Jne member of the femily could register for the other mem-
bers, provided the saié members were qualified, (5) If &
nerson could not personally appeer &t the session of the
registraticn board, he could register by sending & certificate

sirned eand sworn to that he was a qualified elector, (6)

New Mexico., Senate PBill,6 53, 1927, Sec, 229,
1 Sen ko
il MSee N 2SN

Sec, 214.
Sec, 215,
RIS 1 -
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CHAPTER VI

CANVASSING C™ VQTES

The first board of canveaessers in the territory of New Mex-
ico was composed of the probate judge and the justice of the
peace, This board publicly examined the poll-books and & two-
day notice of such exemination was to be given, Any person
who wished to challenge the legality of any vote could do so,
(1)

The judge of probate as chief of the board of canvassers
was to forward the examined poll-bcecks to the Secretery of the

Territory within ten days of such examination, (2)

In gll senatoriel districts, composed of two or more
counties, the clerks of all the counties in the district, under
the inspecticn of the judge of prohate, were to forward within
five days after the election to the judge of probate of the
county first appointed to receive returns, a certificate of

the number of votes polled for each candidate in the district,

(3)

If the Secretaery of Territcry failed to receive the returns
of any such election within fifteen days after the election, he
sent & special messenger to the county failing to meke returns

with orders to send such returns imnmediately. (4)

1, New Mexico, Session Laws, 1851, Ch, 28, Sec, 17,
2, 1Ibid, Seoc. 26,
S vkbid, iSecy 28;
4, Ibid., Sec, 29,
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Sectioné thirty, thirty-one, and thirty-two of the law of
1851 provided that the judges of election and clerks of the
probate court should forwerd the returns of any election to

the Secretary of the Territory.

Within thirty deys efter eaech general eleetion; the Sec-
retary of the Territory, in the presence of the Governor, was
to count the number of votes polled in the different counties
of the territory for the delegate to Congress, and to give to
the verson having the highest number of votes, a certificate

of election with the ceal of the territory. (1)

If two or more persons had an equal number of votes,
higher than any other candidate for Congress, the Governor
was to give notice of the fact and declere another election

within sixty days to run off the tie, (2)

e e S R e o T At il . v b i s ol o e AL e o e 003 LIS N cdin i e SR i s i SEEANRTRRS NY

If two or more members of either branch of the legis-
lative assembly hed an eguel number of votes, it was to be
the duty of the Governor, after having ascertained the fact,
to order a new election as soon as possible. Thifty days
notice was to be given of such election and such election wes

to be conducted according to the law for general elections,

(3)

If there was a tie in any election for the probate

judges, sheriffs, justices of the peace, constables, the

1. New Mexico. Session Laws, 1851, Ch, 28, Sec, 33.
. Ibid, Sec., 34.

2
3., TIbia. Sec, 36,
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probete judge of the county in which said tie occurred was to

order new elections for said offices, (1)

The judge of probate, as chief of canvessing board, was
to forwerd to the person receiving the highest number of votes,

the corresponding certificate of election., (2)

In 1676, the board of county commissioners was given the
job of carnvassing the votes at the elections and a two day

secsion wes allowed in which to do this, (3)

The toard of county commissioners, as ceanvassing bosard,
was to canvass every election returned to them and & refussal
to canvass was to be punished by court acticn, A mandemus

was to be used to make such board canvess the vote., (4)

Yithin six days after eny general election, the board of
county conmissioners was to &scertein the resulte of such elec-
tion, They were to carefully examine the poll-books and cer-
tificates, and if any certificate was found unsigned, a sub-
poena was to be issued to the officer neglecting to sign such
certificete and the sheriff's fee collected frcm the delin-

quent election officer. (5)

It wes to be unlawful for any board of county commiscion-

ers

actinrg as canvassirg board, to thrcw out returns of any

1, Jew Mexico, Session Laws, 1851, Ch, 28, Sec. 46,
B 1bid, ., 1853-54, Ch, 31, Sec, 9,

3, :big., 1ls7b5-76., Ch, 29, Sec., 44,

S Ibid., 1889, 'Ch, 135, Sec, 13,

5, .bid,, 1895, Ch, 24, Sec, 1.
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election on the grounds_that the certificate hed not been proper-
1y signed or filled out, but the commissioners were to fill it
out and could not become "functus officio" until this was done
end the results declered. (1) If the board of county commis-

sioners refused to do this, it was to be compelled to 4o so. (2)

"There the council and house of representatives district
was composed of more than one county, the Secretary of the
Interior was to canvass the votes 2s chown by the returns in
the same manner as the delegates to congress, and were to iscue
certificates of election to members of the council and house

?aging the highest number of votes in their respective districts,
]

(=]

After the territofy hed become & state, & law was passed
that all election returns except those for the justice of the
peace, constables, asequl commissioners, school directers,
and municipel and town officers were 1o be made directly to

the Secretary of State. (4)

It wos the duty of the State Canvassing Board, ten days
after the election, to meet as & Canvassing Board &t the cepi-
tal of the state, to sscertain the result of any election,
general in character, as stated in tre proceeding sections,
They were to meet from ‘dey to dcy as above_stated and continue

the work until the canvess was complete, (5)

New Mexico. Session Laws, 1895, Ch, 24, Sec, 4.
Ibid. Sec, 9.

Tbid., 1901, Ch, 48, Sec. 1,

Tbid.,, 1913. Ch, 59, Sec. 1
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Within six days after the electicn the board of county
commissioners was to meet and canvass the election returns
end declare the results of the election as to all county
officers, members of the legislature and propositions, As
to the election of officers chosen by the electors of more
than one county, each county board was to immedistely canvass
the results and forward them to the Stete Canvassing Board,

(1)

At the time of canvessing the vote by the county conm-
missioners as provited by law, the county clerk, in the pres-
ence of the county chairman of every political party represent-
ed on the official ballot of such election, if they desired
to be present, were to publiecly open said ballot boxes, &nd
without removing the wrapping or breasking the seal, were to
wrap securely and seal the package, marking on each packsge
the number in it and eending the same to the judge of the
district court., (2) The judge was to preserve these pack-
ages until the time for contest had elapcsed and then was to

burn thenm, (3)

The last laws concerning the Canvassing Board were passed
in 1921, and are in the form of amendments to the law of 1919,
Chapter ninety-one, Section iwo, These provide that the wrap-
ping of such ballots as had been cacnvassed and the labeling of
the same was to be done by thie county clerk

who was tc keep

’

them until the time for destroying.

. HNew Mexico, Seseion Laws, 1915, Ch, 34, Sec, 2,
o Ibid,, 1919, - Ch, 91, Sec; B,
. J1bid, Sec. 3.

1
2
3
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Canvassing the Votes

In the Flection Code of 1927 the process of convassing the
vote was changed to scme extent, The judges and clerks of elec-
tion were to count the votes immediestely after the polls cloced;
but if there were counting judges and counting clerks they were
to count the votes 1n the pre°€nce of the other electlon offlcers
(1) The chasirmen of easch dominant polltlcal party could upn01nt
s watcher to witness the counting of the votes but this watcher
vas not allowed to touch any bellot. (2) Results of the elec-

tion were not to be disclosed before the polls clored, (3)

After the polls closed, all good, spoiled, and rejected
bellots, together with all absentee vote envelopes vere to be
sent to the county clerk and such ballots were to be locked in

the bellot box, (4)

Certificates of electicn results were to be sent to the
chairmen of the dominent politicsl parties as soon &s results

vere determined, (5)

The board of county commissioners were to constitute the
county canvessing boerd, Their duties were to correct all
errors and omissions in the poll-tooks, If a question were
raised as to how many votes were cast, the district judge,
the board of countyvcommissioners and the county clerk wvere to

cpen the ballot box and re-count the votes, (6)

Tew llexico. oenate 2ill Lo, o3, sec, 23b,
Ibid, Sec. 341,
-Fhild, T See 93,
Ibid, Sec., 340,
Ibid., FSfec, 342,
Ibid., Sec. 347,
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In case of a tie vote for some office the two candidetes,

tre chairmen of the political parties affected, and the district

judge were to determine a method by which such tie should be

settled, (1)

The board of county commissioners could be compelled by

court action to cenvass any county election, (2)

Seventy-five days after the adjournment of the Stete
Cenvassing Board, &ll ballotes vere to be destroyed by the
county clerk unless the election had been contested. (3)

The State Canvassing Board was tc meet on the fourth I‘on-
day after each generel election and canvass votes for all state

officers, Presidential Electors, United States Senators, and

Répresentatives to the United States Congress, (4)

The duties of the State Canvassing Board were much the
ssme as the duties of the county canvassing board, nanely: to
correct all errors in the poll-books, to £il1ll in any omissicns,

end to issue certificates of election to the successful cendi-

dates, (5)

1., New Mexico, Senzte 3Bill, No, b3, Sec, 351,
2. Ibid,, 1927, Sec., 352,

3. 1Ibid., Sec., 3%5,

4, 1Ibid., Sec, 356.

5. 1Ibid, Sec, 357, 368,
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CHAPTER VII

CONTESTED ELECTIONS

The laws concerning contested elections began in 1851
and arparently ended in 1889, In the Election Code cf 1851,

lengthy consideration was given this subject.

In the case of contested elections, the ballots could
be examined when the questicn arose as to how the elector
voted., The evamination was to be made by the probate judge,
in the presence of the contesting parties, and the judge wes
to forward his findings to the one in power who determined the

legality of the election, (1)

In case any election for sheriff, justice of the peace,
or constable were contestea, the pafty contesting was to give
eight days notice to the opposing perty, The case was to be
tried in & summary manner by the probate judge., In case any
election for subaltern officers, created by the law, was con-

tested, such contest was to be tried in the probate court, (2)

If an election for vprobate judge was contested, eignht
days notice was to be given, the grounds for the contest
stated, objections to voters specified, and the contest was
to be tried in a district court or by three justices of the
reace selected for the occasion by the contesting and oppos-

ing parties, (3)

1. New lfexico, Session Laws, 1851, Ch, 28, Sec. 22,
. Ibid. Sec, 50,

2
3, 1lbid, Sec., 49,







If a contested election was pending, the person holding

the certificate of election was to take possession and dis-

charge the duties of office until the contest was decided. (1)

If any candidate in any election desired to contest any
E votes given to the opposing perty, he was given eight days to
give notice and specify the names of the voters objected to,

and state his basis for contesting., (2)

If any candidzte from sny county or district contested the
seat of any representative or member of the council, said person
was to give written notice within thirty days after the returns
were received by the Secretary of the Territory. This notice
and contest was to follow specified rules much like other con-

tests, (3)

If the person.whose office was contested failed to select
a justice of the peace, as provided in the previous section, the
cbntesting party was to select another justice of the peace;
and the two justices selected by the contesting party were to
have full power and authority to take the depositions of wit-

nesses brought before them for examination, (4)

s - T
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To reject any illegal votes that were polled &t any elec=-
tion in this territory, it was not necessary to contest or ques-

-

tion them at the polls, but they were to be rejected by the

1, New Mexico, Session Laws, 1851, Ch, 28, Sec, 51,
2. Ibid,. Sec, 52,
B bid, Sec, 54,
4 Sec ., .55







authorities qualified by the law to determine the validity of

said elections. (1)

If the person whose seat was contested in either branch
of the assembly intended to guestion the legality of any votes
given to the contesting candidate, he was to give notice to
the opposite party within eight days after said contest, in

the manner prescribed in Section fifty-four, (2)

The justices were to hear all the testimony and certify
the same to the president of the council if the seat contested
was that of a councelor, and to the speaker of the house of

representatives, if the seat was that of a representative, (3)

ither

D

No testimony was to be received by the justices, or
branch of the territory legislature, from either the contesting
or opposing perties, unless it referred to the points specified
in the notice, The Jjustices of the peace were to forward to the
general assembly a certificate, together with the depositions -
taken by them, and no others, and the legislative assembly was

not to receive any other testimony that that slready specified, (4)

The legislature of 1859-1860 pascsed & law which made it
possible for & contestant to demand a jury trial and also a case
of contest could be appealed to the district court, provided the
contestant could put up sufficient securities to pay court costs,

(5)

1, TNew Mexico, Session Laws, 1851, Ch, 28, Sec, 56,
2. dbid, wi8ee: 5T

3. 1Ibid. Sec. 60.

4, Tbhid, Sec, 51,

5, Tbid,, 1859-60, Ch, 20, Sec, 1, 2,
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A1l contested elections between county officers were to
be decided according to law, in a summary manner, at the first
regular term held by the magistrate authorized by law to hear

and try the case, (1)

In 1873 it was decided that all contests for the offices
of the different counties in this territory were to commence
in the district court., The notice of contest was to be filed
within thirty days from the day on which the judge of probate
counted the votes for the election from which the contest a-

rose, (2)

In the case of a contest over the sheriff's office, the
sheriff whose office was contested was not to neriforu the
duties of office until the contest was settled, When such &
contest arose, the district judge was to appoint & special
officer to perform the duties of the sheriff's office until

the contest was settled, and the winner determined, (3)

If the contestant or the contestee applied to the court
to continue the cause of contest for another term, the office
in question was to be delivered to the adverse party, as
entitled to it, and the costs of said contest paid by the losing

party. (4)

New HMexico, Session laws, 1860-61, Ch, 42, Sec, 9.
Ibid,, 1873-74, Ch, 29, Sec, 1,

Ibhid,. Sec, 2.

. Ibid, Sec, 4.
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In 1875 and 1876 the laws and regulations governing con-
tested elections were further strengthencd and expanded., In all
cases of contested elections triesble in district courts, the
notice of contest, when filed and served as provided by law,
was to be taken and considered as the only petition and process

necessary for the court to acquire jurisdiction, (1)

The respondent was to file his answer to the notice of
contest, and serve & copy thereof on the contestant within
twenty days from and after the service of such notice, iny
materisl fact alleged in the notice of contest, not snecially

denied, was to be taken as true, (2)

The respondent might in his answer dbring up any materisl
bearing on the answer, and if any votes were sail to be il-
legal the names of such voters were to be specified and the

precinet in which such votes were cast, (3)

The contestant was to file his reply to any new matter
within twenty days, end eny such new matter not denied was to

be taken as true., (4)

A copy of the notice of contest, answer and reply, was

to be served in the same memner &s any process of law, (95)

5 Rty Pt R R i3 R 57
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1. New lexico., Session Laws, 1875-76, Ch, 26, Sec, 1. .
2. Ibid. Sec. 2. B
%. 1bid., Sec. 3. j
4, Tbid. Sec. 4, .
5, Tbid. Sec. 5. |
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A11 iessues of law and fact in any such cases of contesteqd
election were to be.tried before the district judge in the
district in which the contest arose, All testimony was to Yve
put in writing and reported to the judge within a time set by
him, and this time was not to be more than three months after

the service of the last pleading, (1)

Upon trial of such case, Jjudgement was to be rendered in
favor of the party for whom a majority of the legeal votes was
cast, to the effect that he was entitled to the office eand
costs and he was to be entitled to hold the office with &ll the

privileges, powers, and emoluments belonging thereto, (2)

Either party feeling himself aggrieved by any judgement
rendered under the provisions of this act could make appreal
therefrom to the supreme court, but no such appeal was to
operate as a stay of the execution of judgement except as to

costs, (3)

In 1889, Section 1170 of the compiled laws of 1884 was
amended in such & way as to meke it possible to contest an
election to office on any plausible reason other than those

stated before., (4)

Section 1172 of the compiled laws of 1884 was amended to

read that the office of representatives could be contested und

New Mexico, Session Laws, 1875-76, Ch. £6, Sec. u, 7,
Ibid, 6Gec, 8.

Ibid, Sec, 10,

. 1bid.,, 1889, Ch. 135, Sec. 8.
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and notice of such statement was to be set fortnh giving the
grounds for contest and specifying the Jjustices of the peace
before whom it was purposed to try such case. (1) The per-
son whose office waé being contested could then name the

justice whom he preferred to assist in such trisl, (2)

X =

In the case of sickness on the part of any justice of
the peece or notary before whom such trisl of contest was to

be held, or in case of any other just cause for absence, sub-
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stitutes were to be appointed and the trial was to prbceed in

the same manner., (3)

Any unsuccessful candidate was allowed to contest an

election but the cendidate holding the certificate of elec-

ol
o
.
NN

tion was to hold the office until such contest wes decid

The procedure of contest provided for in 1v27 was notv &
great change from previous procedure provided, The contest- f:

ant was to file a verified notice of contest with the district

et b Vet 5 s

judge. (5) Such notice was %o contain the evidence on which

s s ondesidea.

the contest was based. (6) Unless such notice was filed

within thirty deys after the election it was acted on, (7) ;

within twenty days of the service of such verified notice B
of election, the contestee was to file a verified answer,

Then the contestant was to file a verified rerly containing

L gt B T v gy g i R il o+ s LI

Tew Jexico. oSession Laws, 189, Cn, 130, Ses, 9,
Ibid. See. 10,
1bid., Sec. 11,
bid. Senate 3ill, 53, 1927, Sec, 601, ;
Ipbid, Sec, 602, ,%
Ibid, Sec., 604, TR
T6id. Sec. 603. | ‘i :
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any new grounds for contest., (1)

The trisl of contest was to be held in the district court,
(2) No pleadings other then the verified notice of contest,
the verified answer, and the verified reply were to be intro-
duced., (3) Judgement was to be rendered in favor of the per-

son for whom it was proved the highest number of votes were

cest, (4)

If either party to the contest felt himself aggrieved, he

could appeal to a higher court, (5)
A new type of contest procee’ing was introduced by the
1927 legislation, This new type of proceeding did not prcvide

for court action,

If a candidate believed fraud to have been comanitted Ty
the election officers, he could demand a re-count, (6) The
person demanding such recount was to deposit fifty dollars
for each precinct re-counted, If the re-count changed the
rssults of the election, the state was to pay the expense of

ta1e recount, and the fifty dollers were returned to the man

contesting, (7)

The proceedings of :uch recount were much as follows:

COLSTEN S QPRI SRS € S RN R SRR CR S SRR

Tae Stete Canvassing Board issued summons to the election

~

Tew llerxico, <Jenate Bill No, 53, 1927, Sec, 606, 608,

Ibid, Sec., 610,
. Sec, 609,
" ‘Sech wbiN
Sec, 612,
Sec, 614,
Sec, 61%o,
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officers whose precinct was doubtful gnd a date was set for
such re-count., On the date set, the district Judge, the county
clerk, and the election officers in the county of the precinct
questioned were to meet in the court house and re-count the
votes and send the results to the Secretery of State. (1)

Cn receipt of the re-counted returns, the Secretary of State
summoned the State Canvassing Board and the re-count for the
entire state was made, If the results were suffiéient to
change any office, the certificate of election for such office

was revoked and & new one issued to the rightful candidate, (2)

When a county candidate believed fraud to have been com~
mitted in & precinet where votes were case for him, he could
demand a re-count, In such case, the district judge was to
set the date for re-count and the election officers, the county
clerk, and seid district judge were to reccunt the votes in
questionarle precincts, If the re-count altered the results
erncugh ﬁo change any office, then the certificate of electicn
was to te revoked and a new one issued to the rightful csandi-

dete., (3)

If the re-count viere to be for the office of district judge,

the Chief Justice of the Supreme Court wee to sppoint an alter-

nete judge to act for the judge whose office was contested. (4)

Few liexico, Sfeneste Bill No., £3, 1927, Sec., 616,

1bid, See. b6LY:
Ibid, Sec. 619,
. 1bid. Sec, 621.
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CHAPTER VIII
. CORRUPT LA™ PRACTICES ,

\
s

The lews of this subject ere given here as they were passed 3

and no subject divisions have been made,

The first lew was passed by the first legislature, If any
person deceived or seduced any voter declering the election to
be for another purpose than what it in reality was, or in any

memmer intimidated any judge or clerk of election, or used

e e e . b 4 v kA sam e ety
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violence to intimidate any person in order to get that perscn
to vote contrary to his wish or not to vote at all, that person

was subject to a fine up to 300 dollars end a jeil sentence up

to six months, (1)

If any probate judge failed to discharge his duties or gave

fraudulent certificates, or rejected legal votes, or any frzaud
subject to & fine end disqualification to serve as judge. (2)

|
in making legel and correct election returns, thet judge ves ;f g

|

§

3

Any Mexicen citizen vho voted when he was not qualified to |

3

|

vote was subject to & fine and jail sentence up to one year, (3)

If any person received & bribe to vote or to refuse to vote,
thet person could be sentenced to jail for & period not less than

six¥ months and could be fined from fifty dollars up. (4),

T R O R S S G AR 45 (-

1., New Mervico. Sessicn Laws, 18F1, Ch, 28, Sec, 24, f
2, Ibid, Seoc, 37, {s
2. 1Ibid., Sec, 3E,
4, Tbida., Sec. 39.







Any qualified voter who voted or offered to vote more
then once at any electicn held and any person thaet by any
species of fraud or decepticn prevents a gquulified perscon
from voting according to his own free will and opinion, on
conviction shall be fined frem five dollars to fifty dollars,

(1)

Any prébate.judge who gave false or fraudulent certifi-
cates or in any way prevented & popular vote from being had,
was ‘'to be guilty of fraud and could be fired from 200 dollars

to 500 dollars, (2)

In 1861 a law was made which gave any person the right
to give information and prosecute any fraud discovered &t any

election, (3)

Any probate judge who knowingly, ignorantly, or melicious-
ly failed to comply with the duties imposed upon him by this
law and who failed to count the votes &t the time &nd plece
designated, or in any mamner misrepresented the popular vote,
wes to be fined from 500 dollars to 1000 dollars, and was dis-

qualified from holding offices in the territory. (4)

Any judge vho permitted an unregictered person to vote

was lieble to a fine up to 500 dollars and & jail sentence, (5)

Hew Mexico, Session laws, 1851, Ch, 28, Sec
Ibid,, 1853-564, Ch, 31, Sec, 8.

1bid,, 1860-61. Ch, 42, Sec. 7.

Ibid, Sec. 11,

s 1o+
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1bid,, 1867-68., Ch, 26, Sec, 12,
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By 1680 it had been discovered or rather considered that . é
the sale of intoxicating liguors on election day was & hinder- }
ance to popular vote and a law was made which made sale of
liquor on election day unlawful, (1) ¥

Chapter 135 of the laws of 1889 went farther into legisle-

AL
daiit

tion against corrupt practices, Section one made it unlewful
for one political pérty to infringe on the designaeting device
or emblem of another party., UMisleeding ballots were also pro-
hibited as samples. (2) Sample bellots with false desig-

neting devices were prchibited, (3).

It was unlawful for any unqualified voter to vote or to

offer to vote or to register or to offer to register, (4)

Bribery in any form, threat of menace or discharge, cffers
of employment, or any other form of inducement was prohibited
when used to influence any person to vote one way or another

or to refuse to vote, (5)

e s % > ¢ »
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No persons other than those legally permitted to do so,

SR

were permitted within ten yards of the voting booths or compart-
ments and the voter was supposed to retire as soon as he had
voted, No person weas alilowed to obstruct the way of a voter -

when such voter was going to or from the polls., (6)

1, XNew Mexico, Seseion Laws, 1880, Ch, 22, Sec, 1.
2, Ibida,, 1889, Ch, 135, Sec,

SO L Sec, 2,

4, Ibid, Se, . S

5. Ibid. Sec. £,

6., 1bid. Seec, 5,
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In 1905 a law was pessed which made it & felony for the
county recorder to fail to supply official ballots for every

county election, (1)

The legislature in 1909 passed several laws for the cleaning
up of elections, It was made unlawful to exclude any person who
desired to vote from the polls, but this was not meant to make
it lswful for people to spproach more than ten yards from the

polls, (2)

Any judge of election vho wilfully or malicously failed
to do his duty or who wilfully misccunted the votes, or who in
any way tried to avoid making proper returns, was to be fired
from 100 dollars to 1000 dollars and might be sentenced to jeil

)

up to one year, (3)

It wes unleawful for eny ungualified voter to vote or to

offer to vote, (4)

Brivery or threat of discharge to influence & person's
vote was unlawful, and also any threat of menace was unlawfui.
A ballot could not be violently taken away frcm a person for
the purpose of changing such ballot or to see how such person
voted, Any percson guilty of such actions was subject to a

fine op to 1000 dollars, (5)

1. New lexico, Sesgsion Laws, 1905, Ch, 127, Sec, 4.
2., Zodd.. 1909, -Cn. 1UG. Bec, G,

= TR & gec,. 8,

bid Sec, 10,
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5. TIbid., Sec. 11.
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Any qualified voter who voted twice or offered to vote

twice was subject to a fine or imprisonment, (1)

Any person deceiving the people or threatening a judge
or clerk of election or who violently kept people away from
the polls or who forced a voter to vote contrary to his wish
was subject to a fine up to 500 dollers and a jail sentence

up to two years, (2)

Any challenger who challenged & voter who was known to be
qualified, was guilty of & misdemeanor and wes to be fined up

to 500 dollars to which could be added a jail sentence. (3)

Any person who wilfully violsated any provision of this
act where the punishment was not stated, was guitty of & mis-

demeanor and was subject to a fine or imprisonment, (4)

No sheriff was allowed to let his prisoners go to the

polls and vote., (5)

The 1912 lepislature passed a law which mede it unlaw-
ful for any employer or corporaticn to try to influence the
votes of his employees., And any employee was entitled to
g0 to the polls and vote even when it interfered with his
work, The employer was to allew two hours at some time of

the day to the employee tc go to the polls to vote, fg)

new llexico, Session Laws, 1909, Ch. 105, Sec, 14,

1.

2, Ibid., <Sec, 173,

3. Ibid. Seec, 15,

4, Ibid,  See. 18,

5. Ibid, Sec, 17.

6. Ibid,, 1912, Ch, 15, Ses, 1, 2.
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Chapter 63 of the laws of 1912 is here given in substance:
Sec., 1: The following persons shall be deemed guilty of brib-
ery and on conviction shell pey & fine of from fifty to 500
dollers and imprisonment from two months to six months: 1)
persons who offer & bribe to & person to vote in & certain way,
2) persons who offer bribes to persons to keep them from voting,
3) percons who receive bribes, 4) persons who shall advence
money to be used as bribes,
Sec., 2: Tvery officer or employer who shall intimidate, or
opress any employee or any other person with intent to influence
his vote shall be fined up to 1000 dollars, or be given a jail
sentence up to six months,
Sec. 3: No corpcration or company can use money or threat of
discharge to attempt to make & person vote in one way Or the
other.

Sec, 4: Any person who shall use force, threat, duress, or im-

pede any person in voting shall be punished by a fine up tg

500 dollers and & jail sentence up to one yeur.

Sec, 5: It is unlawful to vote under an assumed the
purpose of voting twice and violations of this are termed felony,
Sec, 6: Candidates czunot spend for electioneering purposes
more than one tenth of one year's sslary, bul this amound does
not include traveling expenses,

Sec, T: Cendidates must file with the officer suthorized to
give election certificates a liet of expenditures made for nom=-
instion and all promises made &and 2ll oblizations assumed,
Sec, 8: Persons failing to comply with section seven shall be
guilty of‘misdemeanor and fined up to 500 dollars,

Sec, 9: FEvery two or more persons who shall be selected to
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gpend money in electioneering for or against any candidate,
ticket, or law shall be called a political committee,

Sec, 10: Every political commiitee shall appoint a treasurer
to handle all money received and spent by such political com-
mittee and no money is to be spent by the political committee
unless it has gone through the hands of the treasurer,

Sec, 1l: - Every treasurer must keep check of all money used or

received by his political committee,

Ssc, 12: "ithin thirty days of an election (after such election)
the treasurer of the political committee shall file a detailed
account of sll money used and received, and if none is so used
then report must be made,

Sec, 13: The Secretary of State nust keep & duplicate stite-
ment of the accounts provided for in section twelve and suct
statements shall be open to public inspection, and csn be used
as evidence in the courts,

Sec, 14: Every treacurer of a political comnittee, and every
person who shall receive any money to be applied to und for

the purpoées mentioned in section nine of this asct ang wWho
shall either 1) neglect or fail to keep a correct copy, 2)
mutilatc or deface, or aestroy any such book or books of zc-
count with intent to concesl any fact disclosed thereby, 3)

or fail to file the statement ana account within the time re-
gquired shall be punished by a fine from fifty dollars to 500

dollers or a jail sentence up to gix months,

Chapter seventy-three of the laws of 1912, Section eignht

re-stated a previous act to the effect that if any officers of

election permitted any person to vote without certi‘ficate or
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refused to perform the duties stated in the said chapter, such
officers were guilty of misdemeanor and subject to a fine of

1000 dollars. (1)

It was also considered 2 misdemeanor if the election
officers failed to comply with the law, This law was repeated

in 1915, (2) (3)

A curb was put on the election officials in 1917, INo elec-
tion official was to attempt to influence the vote of any elec-
tor or make any suggestion to such elector as to how he should
vote, The official was to exnlain what to do for the elector

to show his preference., (4)

In 1917 it was made unlawful to print any false ballct

that might mislezd any of the voters, (5)

Any fraud as to nomination certificates was considered a

felony and was punishable by a jail sentence, (6)

Any person who wilfully removed or destroyed election
supplies or instruction placards was guilty of misdemeanor

and was to be punished by a fine or jail sentence. (7)

1, New Mexico, Session Laws, 1912, Ch, 73, Sec., 8.
&. 1lbid, 1913, Ch, 89,6 Sea, b,

3. Ibid,, 1915, Ch, 34, Sec., 4.

4, Ibid, K 19%7, Ch. 17, Sec, 6,

5. Ibid, °Ch, 89, Sec, 8a.

6, Ibid. °%h, 89, Sec, 21,

7. Ibid. Sec., 22,
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No election officiasl was allowed to electioneer on election
day and no electioneering was to be done in the polls, or in
the building in which the polls were located, Absolute secrecy
in voting was to be preserved, Fo voter was to receive a ballot

from any other person than the judge of election and immediately

on voting the elector was to retire., (1)
Any false swearing on any provision of this act was to be
considered perjury and was punisheble by a fine and jail sen-

tence. (2)

It was unlawful for any unguslified person to vote or to

-

offer to vote or to register or to offer to register, It was
unlawful for any person to vote or register in the name of
another person., No person was to bet, solicit, procure, &id
induce, or attempt to do any of these things to get & person to
vote or register who was not qualified, A person who did any

of these acts was liable to & fine =nd imprisonment., (3)

In 1919 2nd 1921 other laws were made to outlaw corrupt

practices,
Any person who, without lawful authority, opened or in-
spected any package of ballots or conspired to do so with others

was subject to & penitentiary sentence of eighteen months, (4)

The above law was amended in 1921

. New Mexico, Session Laws, 1217, Ch, 89, Sec, 23,
Ibid. Sec, 24,

loid, Sec, 23,

Ioed: . 191k9; «Ch, 9k Se0, 4y
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such law should specify the county clerk as well as any other

person and the sentence was raised to a possible five years, (1) -

Any employer or agent of & corporation who ettempted to
influence an employee's vote by threat, or bribe of any sort,
or who tried to keep his employees from entering actively into
any political cempaign, was subject to a fine, - (2) - Any person
or employer who made rules to get around any of these provisions
was guilty of felony. (3)

Corrupt Practices

The general provisions made in 1927 to prevent corrupt
practices were not numerous, All persons were to be kept back
fifty feet from the polling places unless they were election - EBE
officers, or unless they wecre voting, (4) Ilo prisoners were 183

to be allowe? to vote under any circumstance, (&)

Briefly summarized, the corrupt practices . ccts were as
follows: falsifying or defacing an election certificate, de-
struction of any election supplies, any kind of false swezring
on election matters, making of any false certificate, fsilure
to return ballot boxes on time, fuilure on the part of election
officials to perform duties, any kind of fraud, any type of
intimidation to get a person to vote against his desire, any
coercion of employes by employers, any rule by emnloyers made
to stop an employe from politicsal activity, any false regis-
tration, permitting any false registration or voting, and any

wilful fraud connected with elections, (6)

1, Iew Merico, Sescion Laws, 1921, Cr, 107, Sec. 3.
2, Ibid, Ch, 132, Sec, 1.

3. Ibid., Sec., 2.

4, Ibld. Senate Bill, No, 53, 1927, Sec., 50,

5, Ibid, Sec, 503,

6., 1Ibid. Sec. 504-523,
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Political parties viere to have a treasurer who was to take !
and disburse all funds of such political party. No candidate
was to spend more than one-tenth of one year's salury for polit- .
ical activity, but this amount did not include traveling ex - :
renses, Trarty treasurers were to keep a detailed account of
all money received and spent and of all obligations made for
elections, If such a record of election funds «nd expenses
was not kept, the treasurer was liable to fine or imprisonment,

If a treasurer's report were defaced or destroyed to cover up

. ;’.

corrupt and unlawful expenditures, the person doing such act - 8
o

was liahle to fine and imprisonment, (1) ot
3

T |

R

The offenses mentioned ahbove were punishable b7 fines ot oo

' el

ranging up to 1000 dollers and penitentiary sentences up to ;o8
¥

a8

five years,

¢
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1, New lMexico, Senate Bill,K No 563, 1927, Sec, 706-713,
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CHAPTER XI

TEE CONSTITUTICN AND ELECTICNS

The constitution of a state is a higher order of law than
ordinary law for such constitution gives law the reason for
existence and sets certain restrictions on laws that may be

passed,

Article XXII of the constitution gives the schedule and
certain other miscellaneous necessities for statehood, As
touching elections the following is an outline,

1, All ballots for the election on the ratification of
the proposed constitution were to be printed with instructions

in both Spenish and English, (1)

2. Returns of such election were to be sent to the Sec-
retary of Territory who, with the Governor and Chief Justice,

o

was to cenvass the votes &and declere the results, (2)
3. Vithin thirty days afterfthe election on the consti-
tution, if the constitution was ratified by the peovnle of
New Heyico) the President and Congress of the United States,
the Governor of New lfexico was to proclaim an election for
2ll state and county officers and for rerresentatives and
senators, (3)
4, The most important section of this article was that
section which provideZ that all laws of the territory which
vere not inconsistent with the constitution and which were

not inconsistent with the constitution snd which were in

Constitution of New lexico., Article YXII, Sec, 14,
Ibid. Sec. 15,
Ibid. Sec, 17, 20,
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force at the time of the passing of the constitution were to

remain in force until changed by the legislature, (1)

Other parts of the constitution bearing directly on elec-~
tions are in substance as follows:

A11 elections are to be free and open, and no power, civil
or military, is to interfere to vrevent the free exercise of the
right of suffrage. (2)

A1l male citizens of the United States who are twenty-one
years of age and who have resided in New Mexico one year, in
the county ninety dasys, and the precinct thirty days is entitled
to vote, (3) .

The right of suffrage is not to be restricted because of
religion,. race, language, color, or inability to rezd or write
the English language except where otherwise provided by the
constitution or a subsequent emendment, (4)

Elections shall be by bullot and the persomn receiving the
highest number of votes shall be declared elected, (&)

The Governor, Secretary of State, and Chief Justice of the
Supreme Court of the state are to constitute the State Cen-
vassing Board and shall canvass 21l elections for state of-
ficers, [(6)

General elections sh2ll be held in this state on the Tues-

day following the first Ifonday in November in each even numbered

year, (7)

1, Constitution of New ilexico, Article YXII, Sec, £,
2. 1Ibid. Article II, Sec. 8&.

3. Ibid., Article VII, Sec, 1,

4, 1Ibid, Article Vii, Sec, 3,

5, Ibid., Seec, 5,

6., Ibid, Article V, Sec, 2,

7. " Tbid, Artiele XX, Sec, 6,
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The returns for 21l elections for officers shall be can- i
vassed by the county canvassing board of each county as to % ;
the votes in%heir respective counties, Such couuty board §
shall fdrward returns to the State Board who shell canvass the } f
total votes and declare the results, (1) 11?

: | 4] |

The constitution of New lMexico provides for & referendum 3 if
on all laws evcept general appropriation laws; laws providing ;ﬂ
for the preservation of the public peace; for the payment of 'Ai

the public debt or interest thereon: for the maintenance o
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the public schools or state institutions: or loesl =ng special

laws, tey 4
|
}1
No initiative or recall is provided for in the state of

New Mexico, iy -
j
% |
1. State Conestitution of lew !Mexico, Article ¥Y¥, Sec. 7. 214
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CHAPTER X
REPEALS

New Mexico Session Laws, 1851, Ch, 28, Sec. 31,

Repealed Election Laws, Feb, 16, 1854,

New llexico Session Laws 1824, Ch, 31, Sec, 4, <3,

Repealed An Act Amending the ¥lection Laws, Feb, 10, 1850,

New llexico Session Laws, 18c8, Ch, 31, Sec, 4, 23,

Repecled An Act Providing for the Registration of Voters of

the Territory, Feb, 28, 1689,

New Mexico Session lLaws, 1891, Ch, 57, Sec, 4, 2nd so much

of Sec. 36 as provided that "it shall be illegal for any

person to vote who has not praid his poll tax,"” Rerealed
Jan, 5, 1893,

New Mevico Session Laws, 1889, Ch, 135, <ec, 4,5.3.
Repealed An Act in Telation to Flections and to mend Cer-

tain Sections of tie Compiled Laws of New llexico Zelating

to Flection llatters Hexrch 18, *1909,

v

New lMexico Sesgssion Laws, 1889, Ch, 17, Sec, 4, Repezled

An Act Amending sn %Lct in Relation to the Election of Justices

\

of the Peace, end for Other Purposes, March 1l&, 1909,

New llexico Session Laws, 1905, Ch, 17, Sec. 3. Repegled

k=

Act tc Amend the Election Laws, lMarch 18, 1909,

,

acts requiring a person to pay

)

All laws, scts, &nd perts o

texes or to be taz-payers, Repecled ilarch 18, 19C9,

New Mexico Session Lawe, 1907, Ch, 21, Repesgled ‘n ict in

Reference to 2ualification of Voters, !March 18, 1909,

<

New Merico Sesesion Teaws, 1913, Ch, 59, Repealed An ‘ct

Relative to !Making Election Feturns to the Secretary of State,

An

March 9, 1915,
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13,

14,

18,

.

New Mexico Session Laws, 1903, Ch, 84, Sec, 1., Repealed An

Act Authorizing Boards of County Commissicners to Establish

Flection Districts in Precincts Casting over Five EHundred

Votes, Marbh 13, 19217,

’

New Mexico Session Laws, 1909, Ch, 105, Sec, 6, 10, 18,

4 9

Repealed An Act to Eesulate Tlections and to Frovide for

Non-Partisan Election Boards, lMarch 13, 1917,

New lMexico Session Laws, 1831, Ch, 85, Rerpealed in Act to

2

imend Chapter 135, Laws 1EE9, in Relation to Elections,

Merch 13, 1917,

New Mexico Session Laws, 1905, Ch, 127, Sec, 2, Repezcled

in Act to Amend the Ilection Laws, Lurch 13, 1917,

i

New llexico Session Laws, 1893, Ch, 76, Repealed An 4ct in

Relation to Elections, Marcn 13, 1917,

New Mexico Session Lews, 1689, Ch, 135, <ec, 5. Rerecled
An Act in Relation to Electicns, Ietch 13, 1917,
lew Mexico Session Laws, 1912, Ch, 73, Sec, 1, 2, 3, 4, 5, 6

7, 8, Repealed An ict Troviding That Reilroad Employees lay

Vote Flsewhere tkan in the Trecinct in which They sre Regig-

tered, March 13, 1917,

New Mexico Session Laws, 1919, Ch, 110, Repealed n ‘ct to

Amend Section 15, Chapter £€9, of tre Acts of the Third Legi-

T
1

slature of New lMexico, 1917, Being An Act Relating to Elec-

tions, March 7, 1923,

New IMexico Session Laws, 1971, Ch, 126, Repealed An Act t

“rovide for the Payment of Past end Future Flection Expenses,

March 7, 1923,

’







20,

21,

22,

23,

24,

25,

27,
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New Mexico, All laws relating to poll tex except that cuch
laws may be in effect until back poll tex is paigq, Rerealed
tarch 7, 1925,

2156, Sec, 1203,

9,

New Mexico, Ccmpiled Laws, 1
1

New Mexico., Compiled Laws, 1915, fec., 1963 to 2060,

New Merico. Session Laws, 1915, Ch, 27, 34, 41, Acts

Relating to Elections. ifarch 1927,

1
New Mexico. Session Laws, 1917, Ch, 17

Relating to Elections. Illarcn 1927,

New Mexico., Session Laws, 1919, Ch, 91, 141, ‘cts

Relating to Elections, March 1927,

New Mexico. Session Lews, 1321, Ch, 92, 107, 132, &nd

155, Acts Relating to Flections, March, 1927,

New Mexico, Session Laws, 1223, Ch, 15, 43, ‘cts

Relating to Electicns, March 1927,
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Laws Passed by the New lMexico Legislature Relating to

Year
1851
nieys sy
1853-54
1852<55

1859-60

1660-61
1867

1€67-68

1668-69

16869-70

1873-74

1875-76

1682

Ch.

28

29

31

30

21

26

49

47

oy

25

22

37

Elections
Flection Laws, July 20, 1851
An Act to Amend the Election Laws, Jan, 9, 1852,
An Act Amending the Election Laws Passed July 20,
1851, TFeb, 16, 1854,
An Act Repealing Section 4 of an Act to Amend the
Election Law, Approved Feb, 16, 1854, Teb, 10
An Act to Regulate the Trial in Cases of Contested
Elections, Jan 27, 1860,

An Act to 'mend the Electicn Laws, Jan 31, 1861,
An Act Troviding for Election of Sheriff in Case
of Vacancy, Jan 31, 1867,

tn 4ct Providing for the Registrztion of Vcters of
the Territory. Jan., 30, 1868.

An ict Zmending an ‘ct Providing for the Registra-
tion of the Voters, Approved Jan,30, 1E68&,

An Act Changing the Elections and Sessions of the
Legislative Assembly...in Accordance witnh the Pro-
viesions of the Act of Comgress, Approved llerch 3,

1869, Feb, 3, 1870,

An Act with Reference to Contested Elections of
the Cffices of the Different Counties of this

Nec, 23

Territory. 5, 1E73,

in Act ‘mending the Taw with Reference to tre Time
of Holding Elections,., Jan 11, 1876,

An Act “rohibiting the Sale of Spirituous Liquors
1680,

on Election Day., Feb, 6

fin Act to Allow & Comrensation to Judges und Clerks

, 1858,







1891

1891

1891

1893
1893

1893

18956

1899

1901

1903

13903
1903

85

17

76

24

30

84

—g84=
Titles

of Election, Feb, 25, 1882,

An Act in Relation to Elections and to Amend Certain
Sections of the Compiled Laws of Nlew llexico Relating
to Election lMatters, Feb, 28, 1889,

An Act to Amend Chepter 135, Laws 1889, in Relation
to Elections, TFeb, 26, 1891

in Act Amending an Act in Relation to the Flecticn
of Justices of the Peace, and for other Turposes,
Feb, 10, 1891

An Act to Repeal fecticn 1140, Title 12, of the Com-
piled Laws of 1884, Jan 31, 1€91,

‘n Act in Feletion to Elections, Feb, 23, 1893,

An Act to Provide & System of Registraticn for Voters
of Municipalities, Feb, 23, 1€93,

An-Act to Amend Chepter 25 and 77, Laws 1821, and
to Prescribe the Cualifications of Voters., Jan 5
1893,

An Act to Frovide for the Signing of Election Ze-
turns on the Poll Books of Election “‘here Such
Signatures Have Been Cmitted., Feb, 21,7 1895,

in Act Concerning Mection of County Commissicners.,
Marcy 9, 1899,

An Act Regerding Flections, March 19, 1901,

An ict Authorizineg RBoards of County Commissioners

to Tstsblich Tlection Tistricts in “recincte Cacting
over 500 Votes, Ifarck 17, 1903,

An Act to “mend the Tlection Law, Iarch 14, 1903

An Act Providing for the Registration and Use of
Emblems or Tevices upon Ballots for Voters, Iarch

14, 1503,







Year Ch. Titles

190¢& 127 An Act to ‘mend the Election Laws, March 16, 1905,

19056 40 An Act Relating to Registraticn Boards, Iarch &, 1905

1907 21 An Act in Reference to Cualifications of Voters.,
March 16, 1907,

1909 134 An Act in Reference to the Qualifications of Voters,
March 18, 1909,

19090 105 An Act to Regulate Elections and to Provide for Non-
Partisan Election Boards, IMarch 18, 1909,

1909 95 An Act to Amend Further Section 1532, Compiled Laws
1897, Relating to the Qualifications of Voters at
School Elections, March 18, 1909,

1912 {15 An Act Providing that Railroad Tmployees }ay Vote
Elsewhere than in the Precinet in "hich They ire
Registered, June 11, 1912,

1912 63 An Act to Prevent Corrupt Fractices in Connection
With Elections., June 11, 1912,

1912 15 An Act Felating to Employees and Troviding tret
They Have Two Hours Time in which to Vote, lay 29 ,
1912,

1913 59 An Act Relative to .laking Election Returns to the

Secretary of State, Ifarch 15, 1913,

1915 41 An Act Relating to Presidentisl Electors,
1915 34 An Act Releting tc Election Returns and Canvassirg

and Declering leetic: Returns, Ilarcn 9, 1lYlo,
19156 A7 An Act to Irovide for the Nominstion and Electibn
of Candidates for the Cffice of the United Stutes
Senator, Illarch 8, 1915,
1916 16 An Act to “mend Section 222f, Compiled Taws 1897,

Releting to Comrensstion of Judges and Clerks of

Elections, I!March 2, 1915,







Year
1917

1917

1917

1917

1919

1919

1919

1923

1921

1921

1901

19

17

138

110

91

155

126
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Titles

An Act Relating to Tlections, Ilarch 13, 1917,

An Act Fixing the Time for Voting on Constitution-
al imendments, larch 12, 1917,

An Act Fixing the Time for Holding the Election

on the Proposed 4imendment to the Constitution,

March 5, 1917,

Ain ict Relating to Elections upen Troposed Consfi-
tutional Amendments, March b, 1917,

An Act to Amend Sub-Section 7 of Secticn 8 of
Chapter &9, Seesicn Laws 1917, Ifarch 17, 1919,

An Act Fixing the Time for Voting upcon Constituticn-
al ‘mendments,.. llzrch 17, 1919,

‘in Act to imend Section 15, Chapter &9 of the ‘cis
of the Third Legislature, Ilarch 17, 1919, ‘

An Act to Provide for the Care, Custody &nd Dispo-
sition of Ballots Cast at General Electious,

March 15, 1919,

An Act to %‘mend Section 3 of Chapter 27 of the
Session Laws of 19185, lfarch 12, 1921,

Ain Act Tiring the Time for Voting Upcn Constitution-
2l “mendments Troposed by the Tifty “tate Legisla-
ture, ¥arch 12, 1921,

‘n Act to Treserve the Purity of ¥lections and
Protect the Exercise of the Right of Tranchise by
Tlectors, Repeeling '‘ny ¢t in Conflict, !larch 11,
1922,

An %ct t¢ rovide for the Payment of

Election Expenses, Ifarch 11, 1921,
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1923

2920

Ch.

107

92

89

15

Title

Ain Act to Amend Section 2, 3, and 4 of Chapter
91 of the Session Laws of 1919, Relating to

the Care, Custody and Disposition of the Bal-
lots Cast at Generwl Zlecticms, llarch 11, 1921,

An Act to 'mend Section 18 of Chapter 89 of the

€]

ecsion Laws o 1917, Relutive to Aid in lfarking

o

allots, Merch 10, 1921,

A\n *ct to Repeal Chspter 126 of the Laws of 1921,

March 7, 1923,

An Act Felatings to Candidates Nomirated for the
geme Office in CGroups; and to 'menéd Secticn 6
of Chapter 89 of Laws of 1917 and to Repecl
Chapter 110 c¢f Laws of 1919, !larch 7, 1985,

An Act to 'mend Chapter 92, Laws of 1921 Con-
cerning the lMarking of Tlection Rallots, Teb,
18, X9EI;

cenate Bill No 23, 1927 Flecticn Code. l‘arch

1927,







28, 1927
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