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This event is sponsored by the LAII. It is free and open to the public. Light refreshments
will be served. For more information, contact the LAII at (505) 277-2961 or visit us
online at http://laii.unm.edu/events. Photograph of Hans Namuth provided courtesy of
Wikipedia Commons.
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Hans Namuth, most well-known for his
photographs and films of Jackson Pollock painting, enjoyed fame as a leading
photographer of visual artists during the
second half of the 20th century. This
achievement, however, eclipses Namuth’s
equally significant contributions as a photojournalist. For instance, Namuth was on
assignment in Barcelona, Spain to cover the 1936 Worker’s Olympiad (a protest against
the Berlin Olympics) when Civil War broke out. Although the games were cancelled,
Namuth stayed in Spain photographing for Vu Magazine. Namuth’s photos were subsequently used as evidence to prove that Robert Capa’s famous photo, Death of a Loyalist
Soldier, was not faked as is often asserted. Another one of Namuth’s Spanish Civil War
photographs was used by John Heartfield in a collage. After World War II, Namuth married Carmen Herrera, a Guatemalan citizen. He visited that country for the first time in
1946. While there he met a young anthropologist, Maud Oakes, who asked him to photograph the Mam Indians in the small village of Todos Santos, near Huehuetenango for
the book she was writing. After an earthquake devastated the region in 1976, Namuth
returned to discover that in the passage of thirty years the Mam Indians were suffering
not only from the aftermath of the earthquake but also from the negative effects of corporate colonialism. He began a project to photograph all of the Mam of Todos Santos
in order to document their rapidly changing culture. In addition, Namuth is responsible
for increasing the world’s awareness of Santiago de Sacatepequez, another small village
known for the large, colorful kites the Kaqchikel Indians construct and fly from their
cemetery on All Saints Day. This presentation examines Hans Namuth’s contributions
to the history of photography with an emphasis on how his efforts as a photographer in
Spain and Guatemala helped promote social justice in the world.
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Join us for a special presentation with Dr.
Brian Winkenweder, Associate Professor
of Art History and Chair of the Department of Art and Visual Culture at Linfield
College in McMinnville, Oregon.
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