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"Recollections of the Daughter of Pioneers":
The Memoirs of Clara Huning Fergusson
EDITED BY ANN M. MASSMANN

Thinking it might interest my grandchildren to know something about
New Mexico in the early days, 1 am
writing what 1 can remember and find
out and making as accurate a record
as 1 can . ... 1
~Clara

Fergusson

The Life and Times of Clara Huning Fergusson
Clara Mary Huning Fergusson (1865-1950) knew a great deal about
New Mexico in the "early days," as her memoirs, reproduced here, will
attest. She also knew many of the people who led the phenomenal
changes that ocurred during her lifetime in her hometown of Albuquerque. Fergusson saw Albuquerque transform from a slow-paced, primarily agricultural, Hispano town to a mixed Hispano and
Euro-American-influenced city with a cash economy and an ever-expanding number of commercial and civil enterprises. The changes occurred with increasing rapidity after 1880, when the railroad reached
Albuquerque and Anglo "New Albuquerque" was established along the
tracks to the east of the original Hispano settlement, which suddenly
became the "Old Town."
Ann M. Massmann is a Southwest Studies Librarian and an Assistant Professor at
the University of New Mexico's Center for Southwest Research. Her research interests
include immigrant groups in the Southwest and patterns of cross-cultural identity and
accommodation.
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Three generations of Albuquerque's Huning-Fergusson family were
at the center of many of these changes. Clara Fergusson was the daughter of prominent Albuquerque businessman and civic leader Franz
Huning (1826-1905) and his wife Ernestine Franke (1837- 1923), both
originally from Germany.2 Franz and Ernestine Huning raised four children in their first home in Albuquerque's Old Town. Clara was the oldest, followed by her brother Arno (1869-1936), and two sisters, Lina
(1872-1894) and Elly (1874-1880), both of whom died young. As a
young woman, Clara Huning married southern-born lawyer Harvey Butler Fergusson (1848-1915), later New Mexico's first congressman after statehood. 3 Clara and "H. B." had four children, all of whom became
well-known authors: Erna Fergusson (1888-1964), Harvey Fergusson
(1890-1971), Lina Fergusson-Browne (1896-1974), and Francis
Fergusson (1904-1986).4
While the lives of these higher-profile members of her family have
been studied and documented, Clara Fergusson's own experience, like
that of many women of her place and era, has remained largely unexplored. Fortunately, Fergusson took the time in the later years of her
life to write her memoirs, "Recollections of the Daughter of Pioneers."
Although the memoirs are undated, she most likely finalized them sometime in the two years just prior to her death in 1950. 5 The title Fergusson
chose for her memoirs indicates that she identified herself primarily
within the context of her family's achievements and secondarily as an
individual. She thus produced an intertwined narrative of HuningFergusson and community activities. Intended as something of a textbook account of history, it is a veritable "who's who" of the new
Albuquerque elite, sprinkled with anecdotes about family, town events,
and customs. Quite choppy at times and occasionally factually inaccurate, these memoirs are most useful in what they tell us about the roles
and relationships between prominent individuals and families of territorial New Mexico, rather than as the traditional historical account she
seemingly intended.
Looking at relationships among the territorial elite, in many ways
one could not have chosen a better situated person than Clara Fergusson.
The family contends that she was the first Anglo child born in Albuquerque. Whether she was the first or simply one of the first, Fergusson's
true "claim to fame," however, was the novel perspective she held as a
near-lifelong resident of Albuquerque from the pre-railroad terrritorial
period to post-World War II. She was well-educated, well-traveled, and
also somewhat of a "tomboy" in her youth. Recognized during her lifetime for the unique perspective she had on the community, the Albuquerque Tribune lamented Fergusson's death in September 1950 on its
front page: "She was an authority on cultural patterns of the community .... Her keen memory provided a source of information for many
writers seeking information concerning the old days and old timers of
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Albuquerque."6
In addition to this personal window into a Territorial woman's life,
the memoirs are also significant because they provide an opportunity
to view the relationships between various individuals, cultures, and
economic groups of the time. Regrettably, her descriptions appear in
an-all-too abbreviated form-an "Indian girl" who is part of the Huning
family is mentioned without elaboration, and though Hispano customs
make up a fair portion of the memoirs, Fergusson withholds comment
about any personal involvement or opinions. Prominent figures of the
time also move rapid-fire through the memoir-Clara reminisces about,
for example, her family's interactions with anthropologist Adolph
Bandelier, "who was interested in the Indians" of the Southwest and
took her to Isleta; Thomas Catron-lawyer, politician, leader of the notorious "Santa Fe Ring," and later a political rival ofH. B. Fergussonstopped by for dinner; and Archbishop Jean Baptiste Lamy, the
French-born cleric sent to Santa Fe to shepherd the Catholic church
into this new period, was a ray of sunlight for Fergusson in an otherwise dreary school year at the Loretto Academy.
What is particularly striking about her inclusion of particular people
and stories is the diverse backgrounds of the "Anglo Americans" of the
time. New Mexico's earliest newcomers were often a conglomerate ·of
European immigrants and Euro-Americans from various regions of the
United States.
Fergusson's memoirs are significant, too, in what they suggest about
the mechanics of her immigrant family and the relationships among New
Mexico's German mercantile families. The Huning family, though originally Lutherans, shared much in common with the primarily Jewish
German families who settled in New Mexico early in the territorial period, and who established mercantile operations in addition to rising to
an elite status in business and community affairs. Historians have alluded to the interconnectedness of this community, but Fergusson gives
us specific details about how these relationships developed, with families assisting one another in travel and sending their children to similar
schools in Santa Fe and to other parts of the United States as well as in
Germany. They also formed important new connections locally with
people of other nationalities and religions. 7 Many of the families like
the Hunings, Staabs, Spiegelbergs, Nordhauses, and Ilfelds all brought
multiple family members to New Mexico, seeking through chain migration to reconnect with family for personal, social, and business reasons. Franz Huning was the first of four Huning brothers to arrive in
New Mexico in 1849, followed by Charles, who helped establish the
F&C Huning mercantile and a steam-powered flour mill in Albuquerque. Later, brothers Henry and Louis Huning arrived and settled in Los
Lunas, south of Albuquerque. Of the four brothers, only Louis Huning's
descendants remain in New Mexico today, continuing to make business
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and political contributions to the community of Los Lunas.
Fergusson's memoirs give brief glimpses of the role that these earliest German merchants often played as cultural brokers between the
local Hispanos and Native Americans and the incoming Anglo American culture and economic system. The merchants usually learned Spanish and local customs quickly and they served as bankers and in other
roles of mediation during this transitional period from a communitybased barter system to the American cash economy and legal system.
Franz Huning was a good example. Through his and Clara Fergusson's
memoirs, one can infer that Huning's true passion was not business,
but rather the study of languages and forming personal connections with
people. In a dissertation on Germans in New Mexico, Thomas Jaehn
categorizes Huning as "visionary in promoting Greater Albuquerque
and the coexistence of American Hispanics and other American ethnic
groups." Huning, he says, "worked toward the judicial and political
unity of the two towns [Albuquerque's Old and New towns] through
economic and political projects."8 After the coming of the railroad,
Huning built a new home for his family, the architectural landmark
"Castle Huning," precisely on the dividing line between Old and New
Albuquerque, instead of moving into the new town, as many newcomers did. Yet it must also be considered that like many of the immigrant
elite, when Franz Huning married (after fourteen years in New Mexico),
he chose a German woman from outside the area.
Huning's oldest granddaughter, Erna Fergusson, was the other family member to pursue more interaction with the Hispano and Native
American communities of New Mexico through social service work for
the Red Cross and later through her interpretive roles as a writer and as
an owner of a touring company, Koshare Tours. Clara Fergusson, however, seems to have immersed herself more fully in the Anglo American culture of the time, but remained a cultural bridge for the family
itself. By tying the three generations of Hunings and Fergussons together, Clara Fergusson bridged the social space between the German
culture of her parents' first generation, the local Hispano and Native
American cultures with which her family lived and worked, and the
incoming Anglo American culture and power structure into which she
married and raised her children.
It is essential, then, to "read between the lines" of this memoir, to
illuminate these intercultural, immigrant, family, and personal experiences. In its most primary form, though, Clara Fergusson's memoirs
also should be enjoyed simply as a way to learn something new, "something about New Mexico in the early days."
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Editor's Notes:
There are two sets of handwritten memoirs by Clara Huning
Fergusson. Both manuscripts are in the Huning-Fergusson Family Papers, MSS 194, at the Center for Southwest Research, University of
New Mexico General Library in Albuquerque. The manuscript edited
here is her second memoir and is reproduced in toto. This document is
apparently a rewriting of the first manuscript.
Another portion of Fergusson's memoirs included here is entitled
"My Experience in Hospitals." I include this because it adds to an understanding of her personality. In this section and in the few personal
and anecdotal stories within her memoirs, there is a sense of an actionoriented woman with high expectations of life and of those around her.
I have also included Fergusson's addendum to the memoirs that describe clothing, the home, and wheat threshing in the late nineteenth
century. This information comes from four loose pages in the same
folder as her memoirs, and like the rest of her memoirs, it is included in
its entirety.
Regarding the idiosyncrasies of Fergusson's writing and punctuation, I have attempted to standardize several aspects of her writing for
readability. For instance, she used hyphens extensively throughout her
memoirs, generally in place of periods and commas. As a rule, I have
replaced the hyphens with periods at the ends of sentences and commas
whenever found in dates. I have removed them elsewhere when confusing, but otherwise let them stand. I have replaced three major contractions throughout, changing her abbreviations for Albuquerque ("Albq.")
and New Mexico ("N.M."), and also the symbol ("&"). In general, however, I have left her sentences and punctuation alone wherever possible, for example, her accenting of "Santa Fe."A few sentences were
truly complicated or without punctuation, and I then inserted the proper
punctuation. When I have added words for clarification, I have enclosed
them in brackets. Several illegible words are marked by [?]. Her spelling, overall, was standard, but in the few places where I found problems, I corrected them to reflect accepted spelling. There are several
paragraphs Fergusson added, seemingly as an afterthought in the margins, and these are marked by the notation: [CF added paragraph].
Finally, despite the "fact-oriented" nature of this account, the reader
should be aware that many of Fergusson's details are only partially
correct, as one might expect, since she relied on memory some fifty to
seventy years after the events. Annotations throughout the document
are intended to help clarify or correct information given, explain connections, and point to sources of further information on particular topics. Because of the large amount of historical territory Fergusson
covered, [ have added a corresponding number of annotations. This, I
believe, is in keeping with Fergusson's focus on providing historical
information.
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Railroad Avenue, Old Town, c. 1880. Albuquerque, New Mexico, UNM, CSWR,
Photoarchives, Atlantic & Pacific Railway Collection, 000-083-0134.

"Recollections of the Daughter of Pioneers"
My father had bought an adobe house from the priests on the east
end of the town. 9 It must have been in the shape of an L-so he added
two more sides forming a square, with rooms all around. Living rooms
at the front, with a hall between the rooms, dining room beyond on one
side, with kitchen back of it, and bed rooms on the other side. He planted
a cottonwood tree in the center in 1863, which grew so large that it
shaded the whole patio and measured 9 ft. around the trunk. 10 When the
leaves fell off in the fall, we children had a lot of fun raking them into
big piles and hiding in them. A large swing shaped like a boat was suspended from a wooden frame on one side of the tree and a [?] pole on
the other. A porch all the way across the front with rafters which served
as nesting places for swallows which came every spring to stay thru the
summer.
In front was a garden, with a grape arbor down the middle, vegetable beds on either side-also some fruit trees and berry bushes, which
added to our winter supply as nothing fresh could be shipped in. Fruit
was canned and dried and vegetables packed in bins in the cellar-and
my father always had wine made from the mission grapes. The process
was rather primitive, as it was done by men in bare feet stomping on
the grapes till they made a pulp, and then set aside to ferment. Besides
garden produce we had cows, pigs, pigeons, chickens. The killing of
pigs in the fall was quite an event, as the meat had to be cut up, the
hams salted down, then smoked-the rest used for sausages which also
were smoked. I had to help as soon as I was old enough and hated the
odor of pork which seemed to last for days, till all was disposed of.
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I was born the 8th of Jan. 1865, the first of four children, 3 girls, 1
boy. My brother Arno was born May 23, 1869. My sister Lina Nov. 24,
1872-died Oct. 6th, 1894-having developed tuberculosis after an attack of pneumonia. My sister Elly, born July 4, 1874, died on Nov. 2,
1880 having contracted scarlet fever.
I have heard my mother say that I was the first white child born in
Albuquerque, and the Mexicans came to see me as a curiosity.11 Albuquerque had quite a garrison at that time, with a number of officers, but
they thought it was too wild a country to bring their wives, so my mother
was quite a belle. The soldiers later were moved to Santa Fe. 12
Some of the customs of the country were new and startling to my
mother. When Mexican men came to call, they put their arms around
my mother's shoulders, not touching her. When visitors brought presents you had to reciprocate.
My father had a general merchandise store on the west side of the
plaza, across the street from the catholic church in what was later called
Old Town. The clerks were German and Mexicans, and as our house
servants were Mexicans I did not learn to speak English till I was about
six years old. My first teacher was a Mexican who taught me to read
and write Spanish. There were no schools for girls, one for boys taught
by the priests. I)
When I was nine years old my father took me to the Loretto Convent in Santa Fe, where I spent one school year, which was a nightmare
to me for years. 14 I had never been away from home before, had to sleep
in a long dormitory with ten or more girls. The floor was bare, a small
stove at one end which was not adequate. At 6:30 we had to get up and
go across an open court to another room where we had basins in a shelf
around the walls to wash in, getting the water out of tubs by filling our
pitchers. And a sister stood by to see that we did a good job, in spite of
the cold. After that we marched to chapel for prayers, and then breakfast which was a poor meal.
The only bright thing to relieve the monotony was Bishop [Jean
Baptiste] Lamy who lived across the street, where he had a lovely garden where we were allowed to walk some times. And when the apples
were ripe he brought us some. He was a tall handsome man and joked
with the girls. His sister Francisca was one of the nuns, later mother
superior. Willa Cather wrote a book about the Bishop, called "Death
Comes to the Archbishop."15 Sundays I had to go to the home of Mr.
and Mrs. Koch, friends of my parents, for dinner. As they had no children and they were very critical it was not a pleasure, even if I did get
a good dinner. The time spent at the convent made such an impression
on me that I could not stand even the mention of Santa Fe for years. No
one from home came to see me during the whole school year.
When my brother Arno, who was 4-1/2 years younger was old
enough to go to school, my father engaged a governess, Miss Emily
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Franz, who lived with us and taught us principally German. After a
couple of years she left and married Mr. Smith who was the telegraph
operator. Our school room was a long room on the east side of the house,
the one which was later sold to Ruth McCormick Simms for a school.
We no doubt learned English too, but my father was very strict about
making us speak German all the time, unless someone was present who
did not understand it.
When I was 13 my father decided that it was time for me to go
away to school, as I was too much of a tomboy, liked to climb trees and
get on the roof of the houses. I had fun sliding down in a pile of wheat,
till my father warned me that I might go too far and land on the grinding stone. My brother and I used to play at all sorts of things. Among
them was carpentering, making stools, boxes etc. Till one day while I
was holding a board for him to saw thru, he nearly sawed thru my thumb
nail. That ended our partnership as carpenters.
I was taken to a girls school in Kirkwood, Mo. kept by two old
maids. 16 We had to take the stage as far as Trinidad, starting from home
in a private wagon. We got as far as Bernalillo where we had to ford a
ditch, but unfortunately the driver missed the crossing and we plunged
into a deep hole, so that the water ran into the wagon, washing out what
was loose, among them the suitcase in which my father had his money
with which to buy goods for his store-no doubt quite a sum. He plunged
after it while the driver was urging the horses to get out on the opposite
bank, and I was yelling with the water all around me. 1 was caught
behind the trunk. After my father got back with his bag and we got out
of the wagon, we found our way to a Mexican's house where we spent
the night. The trunk had to be unpacked and everything hung up to dry.
Next day we went as far as Santa Fe, stopping at La Fonda [Hotel],
which was then a low adobe building, built around a court. The stage
took us the rest of the way to St. Louis, and I went to the Seminary
where I stayed nearly two years.
The Sundays and vacations I spent at the home of the Franz family
in Benton. 17 They had a large family so had a good time, and during the
summer we went blackberry picking in the woods. Mr. Franz was the
man who financed Mr. [William Seward] Burroughs, so he could put
his adding machine on the market, which proved a good investment for
his family.
The [Rio Grande] river was frozen over during the winter, so that
wagons with freight could cross over. Sand was strewn on the ice to
keep the mules from slipping. My father had an ice house built so we
had ice during the summer. He had a sled made, the kind you see in old
pictures, like a wheel chair with high back. Arno and I sat in the seat
and my father on skates would push us down the river which was great
fun.
When I was a child it interested me to see the funeral of an infant
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pass our gate. The coffin was always covered with pink calico and placed
in the bed of the wagon-the mourners on either side, a fiddler playing
a gay tune. It was considered a blessing that the child passed on before
it could commit any sins, as it was sure to go straight to heaven.
One of the fiestas was called gallo, meaning rooster, which was
buried up to his neck in the middle of the road. Then young men on
horses rode by at a gallop, leaning over to grab the rooster by the head,
swinging the unfortunate bird over his head. Sometimes it took some
time for a rider to get the rooster, but who did finally was the winner.
Most of the business was trading with Mexicans and Indians. They
brought grain, wool, wood, in exchange for groceries and clothes. The
grain was ground in a small water mill, built over a ditch, till my father
built a steam flour mill in 1864-and did an active business for a number of years. The mill later burnt down-and there was no water to put
out the fire.
In trading dishonest men often took advantage of the ignorant by
having two sets of scales, one for the goods sold and one for the goods
bought. Mexicans never expected to pay the price asked and for that
reason the merchant always had two prices, coming down to the actual
price after hours of trading. lt was an all day performance, often men
sitting around smoking till it was finally settled.
In the early days men had to take the law into their own hands,
courts being inadequate. Lynching was resorted to, especially horse
thieves. I remember one case where a man was hanged on a cottonwood
tree in front of the mill. I was scared to pass the place after dark.
The railroad was finished to Albuquerque April 15, 1880. It was a
great event, everybody turning out to see the first train come in and
greet the officials and hear the speeches made from state cars. 18 One
amusing incident was told about Judge Trimble who was on a flat car
making a speech when the engine backed up to the car taking the judge
and his speech down the track.
The first catholic church in Albuquerque was built in 1790, then it
was rebuilt after a fire on the same site on the north side of the plaza. It
was built by Andreas Garcia the parish priest and a Franciscan father,
and was called San Felipe de NeriY Every year in May in honor of the
saint a procession is the occasion for the people to turn out, carrying
the saint on the head and little girls in white singing as they walked
along.
Protestant churches came later about 1883. Congregational under
J. M. Asbury; Methodist Episcopal V{. R. Kister; Methodist Episcopal
south with W. Y. Sheppard; Presbyterian with J. Menaul; Episcopal, H.
Forrester. 20
The first school for girls was opened by the sisters next to the
church. Sister Blandina was one of the first. She tells in her book about
her early experiences and hardships.21
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Later the academy was built in the new town of which Hodgin was
principal. 22 My sister Lina, who died in 1894, was one of the first to
graduate.
In 1881 the old town had a population of 2000. In 1883 the two
towns had 10,000. The new town was laid out in 1880 by the New
Mexico Townsite Co. First lots were sold to Maden for $825.00.
A toll bridge was built across the river at old town in 1882, costing
$2200.00, but it never paid. People preferred to ford the river.
The first government Indian school was opened in 1881. Prof.
Shearer, the first superintendent. When he resigned, Prof. R. W. D.
Bryan succeeded him. The gov. at that time did not pay enough to maintain the school so the community had to help. Later a building was put
up north of town, which has been added to and is the largest in the
state. 2J
In 1883 Tranquilino Luna was the delegate to Congress, Lionel
Sheldon governor, Bmden att. general. Sheriff of Bernalillo Co was
Perfecto Armijo, who was not afraid of anything and anybody. He would
go alone unarmed to arrest law breakers. The first Mayor of Albuquerque was Henry Jaffa.
In 1885 New Mexico had a population of 119,000, exclusive of
Indians. 8000 Americans. The town grew quite fast, the climate bringing in tubercular people, but unfortunately sanitary conditions were poor
so that the disease spread. There were no hospitals, people taking rooms
in private houses, sitting on the sidewalks expectorating without precautions. When small pox broke out the whole of Isleta seemed to have
it, and a lot of people in Albuquerque, and doctors scarce. I just remember a doctor who was not very efficient. No doubt he could have
saved my little sister who died of scarlet fever, if he had known what to
do.
Our drinking water came from the river. Every morning a man drove
down to the river with two barrels in a wagon, filled them and emptied
them into other barrels in front of the kitchen door. When the mud had
settled to the bottom the water was dipped out and used in the house. A
good thing we were not susceptible to germs.
[CF added paragraph] Mr. Willey who came in the early 80's had
the bright idea that a pump would save the water problem, so he put
one down in the west[?] side of the plaza, and women with buckets
came there for their supply. As they could afford it people got their
own pumps, and we had one put in our kitchen.
There were no hospitals till the sisters built St. Joseph. (When?).24
My father's store was a gathering place for friends who happened
to be in town. When court was in session lawyers from Santa Fe would
drop in. Mr. [Thomas B.] Catron used to drop in for meals as the hotel
was not very good. 25 Adolph Bandelier, who was interested in the Indians, came in to have my father read his manuscripts. He took me to

MASSMANN

39

Overlooking Albuquerque, 1885 (unidentified family). Albuquerque, New Mexico,
UNM, CSWR, Photoarchives, Atlantic & Pacific Railway Collection, 000-083-0178.

Isleta one day and we visited the Kiva which was interesting-a bench
went around the circular wall which was hung with costumes and instruments used in their dances. 26
The catholic church being across the street [from my father's store],
the priests often came in for a visit, sitting by the large base burner on
cold winter days. As my father was fond of studying languages he had
a chance to talk French and Italian with the priests. I remember two of
them, Father Persone and Father Gaspard who went to EI Paso later. 27
There was no bank in Albuquerque. None nearer than Santa Fe till
early' 80 when the First National opened the first bank in the south
west [sic] corner of the plaza. 28 My father used to bring the money taken
in during the day tied in a sock, and throw it on top of a high book case
we had for safe keeping.
The Apaches and Comanches were the most treacherous of the Indian tribes. Wagon trains always tried to protect themselves by going
armed and putting out guards at night when in camp. One tragic event
made a deep impression on me. A man by the name of Kerl[?] came out
with his bride having a gov. contract to do some surveying. They were
at our house for a while and when he was ready to go his wife went
with him in their own conveyance. Instead of waiting for a wagon train
they started on alone, and when they got to the southern part of New
Mexico were attacked by Indians and killed. The wagon train getting
there a few days later found the bodies, stripped and pierced by arrows.
The woman was a very pretty girl and had lovely clothes which had to
be sent to her people.
Don't know if this was mentioned before-My father used to read
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Young Clara Huning, probably taken while in Germany for schooling, c. 1882. Photograph courtesy of Li Caemmerer.
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to us in the evenings, fairy tales of Anderson-Robinson Crusoe and
others. An Indian girl who was taken into the family and stayed with us
till she was married had learned German, so she joined the family evenings, and busied herself cutting up beans for the next day's dinner, or
shelling pinones which my mother used in cakes. She would sit by knitting, or darning.
After Genl. Miles was sent out and finally captured Geronimo, the
Indians were subdued.
Bandelier lived with the Indians for seven months to study their
ceremonies so [he] could write about them. One of the most interesting
of the Indian Pueblos is Acoma-with 500 houses, 3000 inhabitants.
Called the city of the sky. A burro trail leads to the top which was used
to take up material to build the large church. Some of the houses are
three stories high. The lower used for storing grain and dried fruit raised
in the valley, where the Indians spend the summer. Acoma consists of
70 acres of rock-has a natural reservoir which holds the water from
the rains.
My father took me on trips sometimes when he had to go out to the
sheep ranch in which he had an interest. He had the back of the wagon
fixed for a bed for me-slats put across half way up, leaving space
underneath to store food etc. A mattress on the slats made a good bed.
My father slept on the ground by the camp fire. The herders cooked our
food.
One time we went to Chilili to get lumber and a friend Miss Kihlberg
went with US. 29 We slept in a log house which had too many open spaces
to suit me, so when the coyotes started to howl during the night, I was
scared.
The Sandias are about 12,000 feet high, so it was quite a climb for
the horses. The pines are lovely so high up and in the fall the Indians
gathered pinones to sell in town. Also amole, which makes a good soap
for washing blankets. The roots are pounded, and hot water poured on
to form a lather. Also good for shampoo.
About the only amusement we had was a Mexican circus once in a
while which performed in a patio in the old town. Everybody had to
bring their own chair or stool.
We had a big flood in 1874 when the river broke thru the banks at
the Alameda bridge, coming down about where 12th street is and then
on down to go back into its channel beyond Barelas. Many people moved
up to the hills, living in tents.
[CF added paragraph] The next flood was in 1905 but it came in
further north and turned east, being cut off by a dam across north fourth
str. After the conservancy ditches were dug they drained the land which
was always a swamp, and now the country club addition seems secure
from floods. But the silt in the river may yet be a danger to the town.
The first telegraph line was strung in 1869 by the U.S. Army which
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had a garrison in Santa Fe. Telephone service not till 1901. I believe
our number was 20. It was a great event to be able to talk over the
phone to Los Lunas or Belen.
So many poor people often with families came for the climate that
some of the ladies started a charitable society, of which I was a member. We raised money by giving suppers, bazaars and raffling off things.
Later the Red Cross took over.
A man by the name of Valentino Fuentes put on some bull fights in
1893-but the bulls were poor specimens so it did not last long.
A public library was started in 1891. Ladies formed a club to raise
money for books. 30
The first paper was the Weekly Press started in 1862, by W. A.[?]
Upson. McGuiness put out a paper later onY The first bank called the
Central Bank was founded in 1878 by Reynolds who later moved to the
new town calling it the First National, moving several times till it put
up the building on the corner of 3rd and Central.
Grasshoppers were pretty bad at times, but never as bad as in Kansas, of which Merle Armitage wrote in his book about the grasshopper
raid, a spectacle hard to believe, whom for these days the hoppers created a haze like a forest fire. They would settle on the ground and covered the tracks so the wheels of the locomotives could not advance over
the slimy pulp-within 24 hrs every growing thing was devoured. Settlers faced famine and many left the country never to return. This was
in 1874. 32
After two years in the [Kirkwood] Seminary I went to Germany
with Mr. A. [Abraham] Staab, a friend of the family, who had a store in
Santa Fe, and wh'ose family was in Germany at the time, in Wiesbaden,
where the children went to school. 33 My uncle Charles lived in Hannover,
and thru him my father heard about the Pension, kept by two old ladies,
who were quite religious. I think that my experience in that convent,
the Presbyterian school and then the Lutheran, decided me not to confirm to any set religion, but to go along, do what I decided was right, as
I saw it. 34 I spent two pleasant years in Hannover. Some of the girls
who were there from different parts of Germany invited me to their
homes for the vacation. In that way I saw Hamelin where the Pied Piper
led the children to a mountain which opened up and swallowed them,
because the town people refused to pay him for ridding them of a pest
of rats by drowning them in the river. Another time I went to a wedding
in the lower Rhine and coming back stopped in Cologne with a family
who took me to see the famous Cathedral, and the huge cellars where
they stored wine.
Hannover was quite a gay town as a lot of soldiers were stationed
there, and there was a good theater and opera house, where we heard
good music. 35
In 1882 my aunt [Henrika], wife of Uncle Louis [Huning] who lived
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in Los Lunas, came over to visit her people in Bremen, and I joined her
on a trip thru Germany. We went to Berlin, Potsdam, where Frederick
the Great built a castle and used all kinds of precious stones to cover
the walls of one of the rooms, to prove that the 30 year war did not
leave him poor. Munich was one of the cities visited, then Strasbourg
and Paris. Then Mr. Franke, a friend who had come over, joined us, and
I went with him to London and sailed from South Hampton for home. 36
When I got home in 1883 I saw a town had sprung up where there
was only the station when I had left. A street car drawn by a mule ran
between the two towns. The drivers, usually Mexicans, were very accommodating, waiting for passengers when they went to a show at Grants
opera house.
My father started building the large house which he called Castle
Huning while I was away, and it was finished in 1883. It was built of
terranes (squares cut out of sod and dried). It took three years-so as
to give it time to settle. The doors, paneling, hardware of all kinds had
to be brought from St. Louis. Also a square piano and organ-as well
as all curtains, rugs etc. 37
It was about this time when Harvey Fergusson, a lawyer came to
town, to look after some mining interests in Lincoln, for some men in
Virginia. He decided to settle in Albuquerque and open a law office in
partnership with N.B. Childers. He made quite a bit of money out of the
Old Abe Mine in Lincoln, so he could put up a business building in
town. But a cave in at the mine ended that. I met him thru some friends,
and married him in April, 1887.
[CF two added paragraphs] My father always wore a gray suitprobably so the dust of the mill would not show, but he did get a dark
suit for my wedding. When we were about ready to go to the church he
came into the hall wearing his gray coat with the dark trousers, till some
one reminded him of it. Then he admitted he had forgotten about the
dark coat and went back to get it.
We went to Los Angeles on our wedding trip. Coming back we lived
for a while in the San Felipe Hotel and later moved to the Castle.
Lived for a while in the Castle, where my daughter Erna was born.
Later we moved to the old homestead, where I was born, and also my
other three children. My husband was appointed district attorney in
1885, serving two years. Later was sent to Congress as delegate from
the Territory, acting as such till New Mexico was admitted as a statewhen he was sent as first congressman in 1910. Mr. [Bernard] Rodey
beat him in the next election, but at the next election he was sent back
and we all went to Washington, coming home in 1915. 38
My sister Lina's friends used to come over to dance in the large
hall in the castle, and on one occasion towards midnight my father
thought it was time for the young folks to go home, so he turned off the
light. My mother who had quite a sense of humor, just laughed and
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turned on the lights again, but the young folks took the hint.
My daughter Erna was born in the castle Jan. 10, 1888. We lived
there nearly two years, then moved to the old house, where my son
Harvey was born in 1890. Jan. 28. Lina was born in 1896, Dec. 21 st.
Francis born Feb. 21, 1904.
We lived in the old house till 1916-my husband having died in
1915-1 sold the place to Dr. Twitchell and he sold it to Dr. Peters, and
he in turn sold it to Jameson, and later Mrs. Ruth Simms bought it and
opened a school.
Erna went to the University [of New Mexico] in Albuquerque when
she got her B.A. degree. Later went to Columbia where she got the
masters degree. The University in Albuquerque gave her an honorary
doctors degree in recognition of her writings, having about six books
to her credit by that time. Lina got a job in Washington during the first
war.
Erna taught in the public schools in Albuquerque for several years,
then joined the Red Cross for war work. After I had sold some property
which my father had left me, I took Lina and Francis to New York.
Lina went to an art school and Francis to public school one year, then
got a scholarship for the Ethical Culture School for his senior year.
After that he went to Harvard, getting a scholarship for the second year.
Then he decided to try for the Rhodes Scholarship for Oxford in 1924
which he got. He went to France, Germany and Italy during the vacations. While we were in N.Y., Lina met Spencer Browne, whom she
married later. I joined Francis in Oxford the second year he was there
and we spent the summer traveling in France and Germany-coming
back by boat up the Rhine, spending a week[?] in Munich where we
heard some Wagner and Mozart Operas. Our visits to Rotterdam and
Amsterdam were interesting. Returning to England] took the boat for
home. When Francis came home the following year he decided to go
into the theater, acted as janitor, general roust about, to earn his keep.
There he studied with Madame Ouspenskya and others, and there met
Marion Crowne, a student whom he married later. J9 He had several jobs
in N.Y. and finally got ajob in the Bennington College, as head of the
drama dept.-and his wife also has ajob there. They have two children,
a son [Harvey 11] and a daughter [Honora].
My daughter Lina was married to Spencer Browne in Aug., 1921.
They went to Europe on a trip, were gone over a year, staying in Paris
the winter of I 922-when their son [Cochrane] was born. They came
back soon after, living in N.Y. several years, where their daughter [Li]
was born. Then they moved to California, where Spencer bought a house
in Piedmont. Spencer died in Feb. '45. Cochrane served in the Navy
during the war as aviator, after being discharged, decided to study architecture. Was married to Nancy Lamon on Sept., 1947.
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"My Experience in Hospitals"

I had my first operation a couple of months before Francis was born
in St. Joseph's-the only hospital in town at that time. A priest who
had the room next to mine was rather noisy and had lots of company
not making my stay very peaceful. That was for appendicitis. The next
was in the same hospital some years later. I remember that I had to
climb the front steps in spite of pain-no elevator at that time.
After we went to Washington I had an operation there in a very
noisy hospital. The first thing I had them do was to turn my bed so I
would not be facing the windows. The food was bad, greasy soups and
tough meats. The nurse had smelly hands which I could not stand and
asked the doctor to discharge her.
Later after Lina had married and was living in N.Y. she wanted me
to come and be with her when [her son] Cochrane was born, but as it
happened I was rushed to the hospital while Lina was in the hospital. It
was an emergency, so they got me after dark-put me on a cot, tied me
to it, and put in the elevator on a slant as there was no freight elevator.
Spencer and Harvey went with me in the ambulance and stayed till the
operation was completed. I got along so well that I asked to be dismissed before the two weeks, especially as I hated to be woken up early
so that the nurse could wash my face before leaving for the day. Also
the noise of building operations next door kept me from sleeping during the day. I finally got them to see my point and Spencer got me a
room in a hotel, where I was my own boss, could wash my face when I
got ready and ring for breakfast. It certainly was a heavenly change.
My next experience was in San Francisco, where my tonsils were
removed in the Dante hospital, which I thought should be called Dante's
Inferno [because of] the noise from the street which was one of those
steep hills, with cars screeching up and down, all night and all day. I
discovered that my tongue had been cut and could not understand why.
When I asked the doctor he first laughed and said they could not keep
my tongue out of the way so pressed it too hard on my teeth. Fortunately I only had [to] stay over night.
The next was an emergency. Gillette watched me for twenty-four
hours then decided late in the evening that I had adhesion[?] of the
intestines and must have an operation at once. So he phoned the hospital and took me down in his own car, getting an assistant to help him. It
was a ticklish operation, but I got thru in good shape. This was at the
Presbyterian where the food was good, but the same rule of waking you
up to wash your face and noisy in the halls.
The next was for removal of the remaining ovary, also at Presbyterian. The seventh was for removal of a toe which was only an over
night affair, but the hospital being crowded I had to share a room, and
my bed was under the front window with no shade to pull down, which
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made me feel as if I was in a show window where anyone driving up to
that window could see me. I decided that the way to start out doctors on
their career was to put them to bed for a week in the noisiest room in
the place, next [to] the elevator or kitchen. Wake them up early for face
washing and breakfast, feed them like you would a day laborer with
mashed potatoes twice a day, no salad, very little fruit.
END

Clara Huning Fergusson's Notes on Late Nineteenth Century Life
About the Houses.
As I remember our adobe house in Albuquerque which was then
the only town, the limits being at 14th str. where the corn fields extended to what later was the new town, called so after the railroad
reached [Albqueruque] in 1881. We had buffalo robes on the floor, the
walls were white-washed. In the parlor, so called, calico was tacked to
the walls about three feet from the floor, probably to keep the "yeso,"
the white-wash, to rub off on your clothes if you happen to rub against
it.
For heating we had a stove, burning wood, later coal. Coal oil lamps
which had to be filled and cleaned every morning, and tallow candles
which were used in the bed-rooms and in going from room to room, or
across the "patio" court. Later my father bought carpets in St. Louis
which were put down in the dining room.
[CF-side note:] Tobacco called punche.
[Wheat Threshing]
In the early days wheat was threshed by horses tramping on the
wheat which was piled on a hard surface with a fence around it and the
horses were driven round and round, till the kernels seemed to be separated from the straw. Then men with wooden spatulas shaped like an
oar were used to throw the chaff into the air so it could blow to the side
and the wheat fall down in piles.
[Clothing]
In the early [eighteen-] sixties women wore hoop skirts touching
the floor with ruffles around the bottom. The waist made of a different
material, maybe velvet, with a silk skirt, long sleeves and high neckwith a white ruffle around the neck line. The hair was worn parted in
the middle, brought down over the ears and twisted into a knot at the
neck line in the back. Sometimes the sleeves were bell shaped, that is
widening out towards the wrist as much as six inches or more.
Hats were of straw-low crown, narrow brim-trimmed with a ruche
of some fluffy material around the brim. A summer outfit was not com-
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Castle Huning, c. 1890s. Franz and Ernestine Huning (with granddaughter Erna or
Lina). Photograph courtesy of Walter Haussamen, Albuquerque, New Mexico. Restoration and contemporary print from an original exposure by William H. Cobb.

plete without a parasol-sometimes with quite long handles and lace
around the edge. High button shoes.
Little girls wore their dresses below the knees, halfway to the ankle,
with long sleeves and high neck. Hats very much like their mothers'.
Hair may be in curls or hanging down loose.
Men wore their trousers rather tight. Jackets below the hips, and
sometimes fancy vests of silk. Hats were felt with low crowns and narrow brim.
Little boys wore bloomers fastened under the knee and Russian[?]
[?] effects[?] coming down to the knee.
Older men wore long coats. Side burns or full beards.
After the period of hoop skirts, came the narrower ones and the
bustle-with tight corsets to make small waists possible. Still later the
very narrow long skirts were used for a while-[I] do not know the
years, but I wore them and my memory takes me back to the time when
it was almost impossible to step on a bus without tearing the side seam.
In the early 80s, common sense seems to have had some effect on
styles. Skirts were long, but not touching the floor and reasonably wide
so you could walk with comfort. Still, tight corsets to emphasize a small
waist. Hats worn off the face and ostrich plumes.
END
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NOTES

I. Clara Fergusson, "Recollections of the Daughter of Pioneers," manuscript introduction, Albuquerque, New Mexico, University of New Mexico (hereafter UNM), Center
for Southwest Research (hereafter CSWR), Huning-Fergusson Family Papers, MSS 194.
I would like to thank Clara Huning Fergusson's three remaining grandchildren for their
permission to publish the manuscript: Francis Fergusson's son Harvey Fergusson II
and daughter Honora Fergusson Neumann, and Lina Fergusson Browne's daughter Li
Caemmerer. I also wish to acknowledge two Fergusson biographers who have been of
great assistance: Deborah Blanche, who has developed a superb Chautauqua program
portraying the life of Erna Fergusson, and Robert Gish, who has written highly informative "bio-bibliographies" of Erna and Harvey Fergusson. Finally, many thanks to
John Kessell for his editorial assistance and encouragement. Photograph: Clara
Fergusson, passport photo, 1925. Albuquerque, New Mexico, UNM, CSWR, HuningFergusson Family Papers, MSS 194, box I.
2. See Franz Huning's memoirs about his earliest days in the United States and New
Mexico published by his granddaughter Lina Fergusson Browne as Trader on the Santa
Fe Trail: Memoirs of Franz Huning; with Notes by his Granddaughter (Albuquerque:
University of Albuquerque in collaboration with Calvin Horn Publisher, 1973). The
original manuscript of Trader on the Santa Fe Trail and scattered business records of
Huning's can be found in UNM, CSWR, Huning-Fergusson Family Papers, MSS 194.
The Diary of Ernestine Huning can also be found in UNM, CSWR, Huning-Fergusson
Family Papers, MSS 194, and on microfilm in the University of New Mexico's
Zimmerman Library. The Franz Huning family also figure prominently in Marc
Simmons' Albuquerque: A Narrative History (Albuquerque: University of New Mexico
Press, 1982).
3. For information on Fergusson's political career, see Calvin A. Roberts, "H. B.
Fergusson, 1848-1915: New Mexico Spokesman for Political Reform," New Mexico
Historical Review (hereafter NMHR) 57 (July 1982),237-55. Sec also Robert W. Larson,
"Statehood for New Mexico, 1888-1912," NMHR 37 (July 1962); Larson, "The Profile
of a New Mexico Progressive," NMHR 45 (July 1970); and Larson, New Mexico's Quest
jor Statehood, 1846-1912 (Albuquerque: University of New Mexico Press, 1968). The
CSWR also holds H. B. Fergusson correspondence relating primarily to his legal practice; see UNM, CSWR, Huning-Fergusson Family Papers, MSS 194 and UNM, CSWR,
H. B. Fergusson Correspondence, MSS 40.
4. For information on Erna Fergusson's life and work, see Robert F. Gish, Beautijiil
Swift Fox: Erna Fergusson and the Modern Southwest (College Station: Texas A&M
Press, 1996); and W. A. Keleher, "Erna Mary Fergusson, 1888-1964," NMHR 39 (October 1964). For a bibliography and discussion of Erna Fergusson's work as an author,
see David A. Remley, Erna Fergusson, Southwest Writers Series 24 (Austin, Texas:
Steck-Vaughn Co., 1969). Two of her more popular books are Dancing Gods: Indian
Ceremonials of New Mexico and Arizona (New York: A. A. Knopf, 1931) and Erna
Fergusson's Albuquerque (Albuquerque: M. Armitage, 1947). Erna Fergusson's documents are at UNM, CSWR, Erna Fergusson Papers, MSS 45, with extensive photographs in CSWR Photoarchives, 000-0451.
For a discussion of the life and literary work of novelist Harvey Fergusson, see Robert F. Gish, Frontier's End: The Lire and Literature of Harvey Fergusson (Lincoln:
University of Nebraska Press, 1988); and William T. Pinkington, Harvey Fergusson,
Twayne's United States Authors Series 257 (Boston: Twayne Publishers, 1975). For a
critical view of his work in the NMHR, see Arthur G. Petitt, "The Decline and Fall of
the New Mexican Great House in the Novels of Harvey Fergusson: A Classic Example
of Anglo-American Ethnocentricity," NMHR 51 (July 1976). Fergusson's autobiographical novel is Home in the West: An Inquiry Into My Origins (New York: Duell, Sloan
and Pearce, 1944). Other novels include WolJ Song (New York: A. A. Knopf, 1927);
Rio Grande (New York: A. A. Knopf, 1933); and The Conquest of Don Pedro (New
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York: Morrow, 1954).
Lina Fergusson Browne has edited the memoirs/journals of both her grandfather Franz
Huning, Trader on the Santa Fe Trail, and of her husband's grandfather, J. Ross Browne
of California, 1. Ross Browne: His Letters, Journals, and Writings (Albuquerque: University of New Mexico Press, 1969). 1. Ross Browne was a confidential agent for the
United States Treasury Department in the mid-nineteenth century in California and
was also a prolific author who is said to have influenced the work of Mark Twain.
Francis Fergusson taught at Bennington College, Princeton University, and Rutgers
University, and earned distinction as a drama and literary critic. His book The Idea of
a Theatre (Garden City, New York: Doubleday, 1949) is considered a classic in the
field. Other works include Dante's Drama of the Mind (Princeton, Massachusetts:
Princeton University Press, 1953) and Trope and Allegory: Themes Common to Dante
and Shakespeare (Athens: University of Georgia Press, 1977). See also Alan Cheuse
and Richard Koffler, The Rarer Action: Essays in Honor of Francis Fergusson (New
Brunswick, New Jersey: Rutgers University Press, 1975).
5. Fergusson's memoirs refer to Merle Armitage's book Operations Santa Fe;
Atchison, Topeka & Santa Fe Railway System (New York: Duell, Sloan & Pearce, 1948)
and to her grandson Cochrane's marriage in 1947.
6. Albuquerque Tribune, 4 September 1950. See also Jane Smith, "Interview with
Mrs. Clara Fergusson," American Life Histories: Manuscripts from the Federal Writers' Project, Library of Congress American Memory Project [http://memory.loc.gov/
ammem/].
7. See Tomas Jaehn, "The German Experience in New Mexico from its Territorial
Beginnings to World War II" (Ph.D. dissertation, University of New Mexico, 1994);
William J. Parish, The German Jew and the Commercial Revolution in Territorial New
Mexico, 1850-1900 (Albuquerque: University of New Mexico, Annual Research Lecture, No.6, 1959); and Judith Boyce DeMark, "The Immigrant Experience in Albuquerque, 1880-1920" (Ph.D. dissertation, University of New Mexico, 1984).
8. Jaehn, The German Experience in New Mexico, 120.
9. Franz and Charles Huning purchased "La Glorieta," the Hlining family's first home,
in 1861. Donald S. Dreesen states that they purchased not only the adobe home but
"700 acres of land once owned by Rev. J. M. Gallegos" as well. Donald S. Dreesen,
"Hlining, Franz," Nineteenth Century Pioneers of Albuquerque: Families Living in
Bernalillo County, New Mexico (Albuquerque: University of New Mexico, Center for
Southwest Research, 1991), microform. The location of the house "on the east end of
the town" was a number of blocks southeast of the plaza. The structure is still standing
today at 1801 Central NW, and has been used as the Manzano Day School since 1938.
Franz Huning brought his new bride Ernestine Franke to this home in 1863, and all
four of their children were born there. In later years, Franz Huning gave the house to
Clara upon her marriage to Harvey Fergusson in 1887, though they did not move in
until several years later. Three of their own children were born here. The house was
known by many as "La Glorieta." It is often referred to by Clara Fergusson simply as
"the homestead." The building's origins are unclear, but title papers place it in existence as early as 1803. Others place it centuries earlier as the site of the Trujillo Casa
del Estancia, EI Bosque Grande, built in 1664. The Trujillo family left in 1680 during
the Pueblo Revolt, but returned in 1693 and rebuilt the structure. Howard Bryan, "Off
the Beaten Paih," Albuquerque Tribune, 23 April 1957; Pat Kailer, "History Echoes in
Manzano School's Halls," Albuquerque Journal, 23 November 1981. See also Sytha
Motto's chapter on "Glorieta" in Old Houses of New Mexico and the People Who Built
Them (Albuquerque: Calvin Horn Publisher, 1972) 69-72.
10. The cottonwood tree is consistently referred to (with varying dimensions) in the
many descriptions of the house. Apparently during the brief Confederate takeover of
Albuquerque during the Civil War, one of Colonel Henry Hopkins Sibley's Texas detachments had occupied the Huning House (actually in 1862). Erna Fergusson recounts
in one of her books, "In his old age, Franz Huning used to tell his grandchildren that
the unequaled size of the cottonwood tree in his patio was due to the butchering the
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Texans did there. Ox-blood had fertilized his little sapling so well that it grew to a
girth of 17 feet." Erna Fergusson's Albuquerque, 64.
II. Donald Dreesen, 1880 U.S. Census for Albuquerque, New Mexico Comprising
Those Persons Then Living in What is Now Known as Albuquerque (unpublished transcription, Albuquerque, New Mexico, UNM, CSWR, 1969). Fergusson was certainly
one of the first Albuquerque children born to Anglo parents, if not the first.
Albuquerque's 1880 census lists only eight individuals of Clara Huning's age (fifteen)
or older, who were born in New Mexico and who had one or more non-New Mexican
(Hispano) or non-Mexican parent. Of these, the only other person with two Anglo parents was Emma Hazeldine, a friend of Fergusson's. This ethnocentric distinction is
common in Euro-American pioneer memoirs.
The term "Mexican" was commonly used in the territorial era by Anglo Americans,
generally to refer to all persons of Mexican or Spanish descent. By the time of the
writing of the memoirs, "Spanish American" had also come into use to refer to persons
of Spanish (or also Mexican) descent who had lived in New Mexico for many generations. Fergusson does not record her thoughts on this terminology, but her daughter
Lina (born in 1896) recalled that in her childhood the term "Spanish American" was
never used. Huning, Trader on the Santa Fe Trail, 113-14.
12. Albuquerque's garrison played a significant role in Albuquerque and its economy,
1846-67. See Byron Johnson, Old Town, Albuquerque, New Mexico: A Guide to Its
History and Architecture (Albuquerque: Albuquerque Museum, 1980), 16.
13. Formal schooling for girls like Fergusson was not available in Albuquerque until the Congregationalists and others started the Albuquerque Academy in 1879. The
Sisters of Charity began classes at Our Lady of Angels School in 1881 and at St.
Vincent's Academy for Girls in 1887. Formal schooling for Albuquerque boys in the
territorial period began with the Sisters of Loretto's school in 1866, though the sisters
soon left in 1869 due to a lack of funding and a building in severe disrepair. The Jesuit
fathers (who had arrived in Albuquerque in May 1868) opened an escuela parroquial
in November 1870. Father Donato Maria Gasparri worked for the next three years to
open Holy Family College. Unfortunately, "interest in a college in Albuquerque soon
died after the Jesuits opened Las Vegas College in 1877. The pupils at Holy Family
College never advanced beyond the elementary subjects, and so the school was given
over to the Sisters of Charity." E. R. Vollmar, S. J., "First Jesuit School in New Mexico,"
NMHR 27 (October 1952),296-99. Charles D. Biebel, "Cultural Change on the Southwest Frontier: Albuquerque Schooling, 1870-1895," NMHR 55 (July 1980), 212-19.
14. A history of the Sisters of Loretto's school states: "The Academy of Our Lady of
Light, opened in Santa Fe in 1853, was the first permanent school for girls in the Territory. The Sisters' carefully recorded student account and cash books, kept in Spanish
until 1875, read like a roll call of dominant historic New Mexican families of the timeSena, Chavez, Castillo, Perea, Tully, Beaubien, Bent, Leroux, Spiegelberg, Spitz,
Delgado, Ortiz, St. Vrain, Connelly, Otero, Armijo, Maxwell, Montoya, Abreu,
Pendaries, Wallace, Mandefield, Staab, Luna, Huning [emphasis added], and Giddings.
An uncle of the Bent sisters, Teresina and Estafina, made the comment, 'Them nuns do
a heap sight of good in this god-forsaken country.' His name was Kit Carson." Mary
Straw, Loretto: The Sisters and Their Santa Fe Chapel (Santa Fe: Loretto Chapel, 1983),
27-28.
15. Willa Cather, Death Comes for the Archbishop (New York: A. A. Knopf, 1927).
16. The Kirkwood Seminary, outside of St. Louis, was established in 1861 by Miss
Anna C. Sneed, who was joined five years later by her sister Mary E. Sneed. Having
found that the St. Louis public schools would not allow bible-teaching, Miss Sneed
"decided to open a private school of her own where religious instruction would be an
integral part of the curriculum. This she did in the suburban community of Kirkwood."
By the late 1870s, "the Seminary had become widely known as an excellent educational institution for girls" and had boarding facilities for the increasing number of
girls coming from beyond commuting distance. June Wilkinson Dahl, A History o{
Kirkwood, Missouri, 1851-1965 (Kirkwood, Missouri: Kirkwood Historical Society,
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1965), 37, 120.
17. Franz Huning mentions an E. D. Franz in his memoirs. "While buying goods in
Saint Louis I became acquainted with a young man, E. D. Franz, who wanted to go to
New Mexico." In 1862, Mr. Franz is mentioned as "our partner in Los Lunas." On
Huning's 1863 trip to Germany, he meets Mr. Franz's sister "who wanted to go to New
Mexico to join her brother," and accompanies her to the United States. This sister is
possibly the Miss Emily Franz mentioned earlier as Clara and Arno Huning's teacher.
There is also an entry concerning a Mr. Franz in Ernestine Huning's 1863 Santa Fe
Trail diary. lt is unclear whether t-lie Franz family moved to Benton, Missouri, or if
this is another family related to the Los Lunas Franz family. Franz Huning, Trader on
the Santa Fe Trail, 65, 68, 72. Clara Huning Fergusson Memoirs, Ernestine Huning
Diary Translation, UNM, CSWR, Huning-Fergusson Family Papers, MSS 194, box I
folder 6.
18. Fergusson's father was chairman of the welcoming committee that greeted the
railroad's arrival with a special ceremony on 22 April 1880. For further information on
the coming of the railroad to Albuquerque and Franz Huning's role, see Victor
Westphal I, "Albuquerque in the 1870s," NMHR 23 (October 1948), 253-68.
19. The San Felipe de Neri church was rebuilt in 1793 on the north side of the plaza
after the earlier church structure had collapsed from decay. The original church had
been in existence from at least 1718 until 1792, and was located on the west side of the
plaza facing east. lt was actually Fray Ambrosio Guerra who was parish priest at San
Felipe Neri de Albuquerque from 1787 to 1802 and who can be credited with the building of the new church. E. Boyd, Popular Arts of Spanish New Mexico (Santa Fe: Museum of New Mexico Press, 1974), 96; Fray Angelico Chavez, Archives of the Archdiocese of Santa Fe, 1678-1900 (Washington, D.C.: Academy of American Franciscan
History, 1957), 247-48. See also Thomas J. Steele, Works and Days: A History of San
Felipe de Neri Church, 1867-1895 (Albuquerque: Albuquerque Museum, 1983).
20. For histories of religion in Albuquerque and New Mexico, see Ferenc M. Szasz
and Richard W. Etulain, eds., Religion in Modern New Mexico (Albuquerque: University of New Mexico Press, 1997), and Richard W. Etulain, Religion in the TwentiethCentury American West: A Bibliography (Albuquerque: Center for the American West,
University of New Mexico, 1991).
21. Sister Blandina Segale, At the End of the Santa Fe Trail (Columbus, Ohio:
Columbian Press, 1932). Also see Johnson, Old Town, Albuquerque, 76-77.
22. The Albuquerque Academy was established in 1879 after officials of the New
West Academy, an offshoot of The Colorado College in Colorado Springs, approached
Albuquerque citizens. Franz Huning was one of the school's supporters and he provided a building on the east side of the plaza. This early school is not to be confused
with the current Albuquerque Academy, a private school founded in 1955. See Johnson,
Old Town, Albuq'uerque, 29; Eldred Harrington, "Public Education Came Last In City's
Venerable History," Albuquerque Journal, 6 September 1956; Biebel, "Cultural
Change," 215; Albuquerque Academy brochure, n.d., CSWR vertical file, "Albuquerque-Schools-Albuquerque Academy."
23. Franz Huning offered to donate or sell tracts of land he owned in 1880 for the
purpose of an Indian school; those offers were turned down. One year later, on I January 1881, the Albuquerque Indian School opened under the auspices of the Presbyterian Board of Home Missions and the Reverend Sheldon Jackson. Classes were first
held in rented quarters in Los Duranes. A year later, the citizens of Albuqerque agreed
to puchase a sixty-seven-acre parcel of land near today's 12th Street and Indian School
Road, which remained the site of the school until it closed in 1981. J. S. Shearer was
the school's superintendent for the first eighteen months, followed by R. W. D. Bryan.
In October, 1886, the Albuquerque Indian School was transferred over to the management of the United States government. Lillie G.'McKinney, "His.tory of the Albuquerque Indian School" (master's thesis, University of New Mexico, 1934), 3~8, 17; Marc
Simmons, Albuquerque: A Narrative History (Albuquerque: University of New Mexico
Press, 1982), 309. See also Richard William Dickinson Bryan Papers, UNM, CSWR,
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24. St. Joseph's started out as the first of many sanitoriums built for "tuberculars" in
Albuquerque. It was built by the Catholic Sisters of Charity in 1902. Marc Simmons,
Albuquerque: A Narrative History, 346.
25. For information on Thomas Benton Catron, see Robert W. Larson, "Territorial
Politics and Cultural Impact," NMHR 60 (July 1985), 249-69; Victor Westphall, Thomas Benton Catron and His Era (Tucson: University of Arizona Press, 1973); and William Aloysius Keleher, The Fabulous Frontier: Twelve New Mexico Items (Albuquerque: University of New Mexico Press, 1945). See also Albuquerque, New Mexico, UNM,
CSWR, the Thomas Benton Catron Papers, 1704-1934, MSS 29.
26. The Hunings are mentioned numerous times in Adolph Bandelier's published
journals, including the Isleta trip of30 October 1883 to which Fergusson refers. Charles
H. Lange and Carroll L. Riley, editors, The Southwestern Journals of Adolph F.
Bandelier, 1883-1884, 4 vols. (Albuquerque: University of New Mexico Press, 1970),
2: 154.
27. See Steele, Works and Days, for information about the French diocesan priests
and the Italian Jesuits who came to Albuquerque.
28. The Central Bank of Albuquerque, established in 1878, was the fourth chartered
bank in New Mexico. It merged with the newly-chartered First National Bank of Albuquerque in 1881. Ralph L. Edge!, "A Brief History of Banking in New Mexico, 18701959," Business Information Series 39 (August 1962),6-7.
29. This is Pauline T. Kihlberg (spelled Kielberg by Fergusson). Kihlberg also accompanied Bandelier and Fergusson to Isleta on the trip mentioned previously. The
Huning-Kihlberg-Bandelier friendships illustrate the interconnectedness of frontier
Germans through family and schooling. Pauline Kihlberg is purportedly a cousin of
Swiss German Adoph Bandelier or his wife Josephine and is from the Las Vegas, New
Mexico, merchant family of Frank Kihlberg. Both the Hunings and Kihlbergs sent sons
to the Kemper Military Academy in Boonville, Missouri. Perhaps Pauline attended the
Kirkwood Seminary with Clara Huning as well. Huning, Trader on the Santa Fe Trail,
121-22; Lange, Southwestern Journals of Adolph F. Bandelier, 4:359-61.
30. The town's first public library was started in a space provided at the San Felipe
Hotel. "It was not until the spring of 1891 that a small group of socially prominent
women, led by Clara Fergusson and Mrs. William Hazeldine, met in a parlor of the San
Felipe and formulated plans for creating a free public library." Simmons, Albuquerque: A Narrative History, 317-18.
31. The Rio Abajo Weekly Press was started by H. S. Johnson in Albuquerque, January 1863. The paper changed its names and publishers several times. William McGuiness
was publisher from 1870-1880 when it was The Republican Review and The Review.
The predecessor of these papers, however, was the short-lived Amigo del Pais, started
in Albuquerque in 1853 and moved within a few weeks to Santa Fe. See Porter A.
Stratton, Territorial Press of New Mexico (Albuquerque: University of New Mexico
Press, 1969), 3-5.
32. Merle Armitage, Operations Santa Fe: Atchison, Topeka & Santa Fe Railway
System (New York: Duell, Sloan & Pearce, 1948),9.
33. The Staabs illustrate another education-related connection between New Mexico's
wealthier German mercantile familics who often sent their children to Germany for at
least part of their education. Abraham Staab was co-owner of one of Santa Fc's most
prominent mercantiles~Z. Staab & Brother~along with his brother Zadoc. Abraham
Staab and his wife Julie had seven children. Their daughter Adela ("Delia") was close
in age to Clara. According to a friend of the family, Clara and Delia's schooling in
Germany taught them "excellent German, an erect carriage, proper manners, embroidery, all kinds of needlework, piano, organ~the graces." Barbara Young Simms, "Those
Fabulous Fergussons," El Palacio 82 (Summer 1976), 44. For further information on
the Staabs, see Floyd S. Fierman, "Staabs of Santa Fe," Rio Grande History 13 (1983);
William Jackson Parish, "The German Jew and the Commercial Revolution in Territorial New Mexico, 1850-1900," New Mexico Quarterly 9 (1959), 307-32; and John
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Sherman, Santa Fe, A Pictorial History (Virginia Beach, VA: Donning Co., 1983), 50.
34. Fergusson's thoughts on religion are very much in line with her father's. As
Thomas Jaehn explains: "A typical German Freidenker (freethinker) who illustrates
Stern's apolitical German, was Franz Huning of Albuquerque. Well educated in German public and private schools, he rebelled early on against his parents' [Lutheran]
religious beliefs, their sense of law and order, and their wish for him to become a
farmer .... [His] final will maintains his disrespect for religious beliefs: 'I direct that
my remains be cremated, the ashes put into an urn and deposited alongside my children, Lina and Elly. And I strictly forbid any and all religious nonsense. If any Old
Timer should be handy, he may make a speech, but not mix up any cant with it.'"
Tomas Jaehn, "The Unpolitical German in New Mexico, 1848-1914," NMHR 71 (January 1996), 4.
35. The Huning-Fergusson Family Papers include many items and mementos from
Fergusson's school days in Germany, including opera programs and a self-produced
riddle book. Carissa Dalin, who recently translated the riddle book, says it shows Clara
Fergusson had a very intelligent mind and keen sense of humor. See the HuningFergusson Family Papers, UNM, CSWR, MSS 194.
36. Fergusson's experiences indicate that her travel and educational opportunities
were not unique, as travel across the Atlantic was fluid and bi-directional for many of
New Mexico's elite German immigrants in the first two generations. Henrika Huning,
for example, wrote in her memoirs that she had brought her children along on this trip
to Germany in order for them "to visit their grandmother." The memoirs also indicate
that families and individuals commonly joined together for the voyages~sometimes
for different segments of the trip as evidenced here. Laurel E. Drew, "Henrika (Busch)
Huning: A Woman of Early New Mexico [1963)," Albuquerque, New Mexico, Rio
Grande Valley Library System, Special Collections Branch, photocopy, 19.
37. According to architectural historian Bainbridge Bunting, Castle Huning was "undoubtedly the most pretentious and architecturally one of the most interesting residences built in New Mexico during the whole nineteenth century." The castle included
"a farm of 700 acres, a mansion of fourteen rooms together with outlying service structures, a park-like garden complete with aviary, running fountains and a family burial
plot." Castle Huning was designed by Huning himself, with doors, windows and hardware being brought from Chicago, not St. Louis as materials were now transported via
railroad. The completion was celebrated with a large Christmas party in 1883. Castle
Huning was gi ven to Clara's brother Arno upon the death of their father in 1905. Following Arno's ownership, the house was sold to various owners, eventually fell into
disrepair, and was torn down in the name of urban renewal in 1955, to the great distress of many Albuquerque residents. Over forty years later, the site still remains an
empty lot on the edge of the "Castle Huning Neighborhood" near Central and 15th
Street. See Franz Huning's "Account of the Building of Castle Huning," translated
from German by Emma Huning Connell, Albuquerque, New Mexico, UNM, CSWR,
Huning-Fergusson Family Papers, MSS 194. Bainbridge Bunting, "A Glimpse into the
Past: Huning Castle, Albuquerque, " New Mexico Architect 2 (Marchi April 1960) 1619. For further descriptions of Castle Huning, see Lina Fergusson Browne's comments
in Trader on the Santa Fe Trail, 132-40; Motto, "Castle Huning," Old Houses, 73-80;
and Kenneth Balcomb, A Boy's Albuquerque, 1898-1912 (Albuquerque: University of
New Mexico Press, 1980), 13-14. For photographic depictions of Castlc Huning, see
Walter Haussamen, The Castle Huning: Port/olio One (Albuquerque, New Mexico: W.
Haussamen, 1986).
38. See Roberts, "H. B. Fergusson," 237-55.
39. Francis Fergusson's daughter, Honora Fergusson Neumann, says of her father,
"When he joined the American Laboratory Theater in New York, he was assistant to
Richard Boleslavsky; his wife-to-be, Marion Crowne, was. . his peer, and was assistant to Maria Ouspenskya. Both the Russians were disciples of Stanislavsky, of the
Moscow Art Theater." Honora Fergusson Neumann to author, 5 September 1997,
author's private collection.
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Th,e New Mexico Historical Review initiated a project several Years ago;iogerterate
a finding guide for the SchOles Spanish Documents Archive in the Spe<:ial ColllictiOI)S at
'Zimmerman Library. That project, begun by Dr. Felic~a Guerra under the direction of
Review editor Robert Himmerichy Valencia, sparked acommitment from the ~taff o'fthe
Center for Southwest Research. to complete this important task. The project is cUITently
being transferred to their able supervision where it will be continued through the ~et Fray
Angelico Chavez Fellowship.
.The Fillding Guide Project emerged trom the recognition of the NMHR:that We
needed an)ndex that woulq assist the editorial staffin checking facts and notes
'. ·les
for publication in the Reviiw. In the process, staffbegan to produce a guide that
ized
and catalogued the documents and notes gathered by eminent scholar France Vinton i
Scholes dealing with the colonilll history ofNew Spain, Mexico, and New Mexico. The .
.workofdeciphering Spani~h paleography and transcribing pertinent inforrnatio,n was done
by graduate student NMHR staffers with expertise in Latin American and colonial ;
Borderlands history.
.
',l
.The NMHR is pleas~ that the Center for Southwest Research will continue t~is
important project that so clearly illustrates the links between historical 'scholarship arid
historical publishing. The current staffparticularly recognizes the leadership of
.
Dr. Himmerich yValencia in launching this cooperative venture with the CSWR..The
Fray Angelico Chavez Fellowship will be awarded to graduate students for projeCt·b~sed
work focusing on improving researchers' knowledge ofand access to collections of!
primary resource materials.
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